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PREFACE. 


jicCORDING to the original plan of publication these volumes would have been 
considerably increased m bulk, and consequently m expence ; to remove, therefore this 
objeSlton, after some progress was made in the printing, so much of it as bad pa'ised 
under the press was cancelled for the sake of enlarging the page ; notwithstanding 
which, however, the same number of subje&s have been engraved as would have suf- 
ficed for volumes of double the size. 

To accommodate the work to ordinary use, it is so contrived, that those who choose 
may bind the whole in one volume, while others who prefer a form less bulky are 
provided with titles to preserve it in two. 

To the Engravings a list of authorities ts annexed, that their genuineness may be 
placed beyond the reach of a doubt. 


On an impartial review of the whole, the publisher flatters Umself that Artists of 
EVERY Profession, and Scholars of all Denominations, may hence derive an 
abundance of information from the best of sources, * 


British Library Strand, 
23 April, 1790 
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A NEW 


PANTHEON; 

OR, 

HISTORICAL DICTIONARY^ &c. 


ABA 

Aaede, one of the original three Muses * the 
other two were MeUte and Mnem. 

A AIN'EL'GINUM, or tbefountam of idols, was an 
ancient city of Africa, in the province of Chaus 
and kingdonai of Fez. Tradition relates, that 
the Africans had in the precincts of it, near a 
fountain, a temple, where persons of both sexes 
celebrated, at particular seasons, noftumal fe- 
stivals ; in which the women abandoned them- 
selves in the dark to such men as chance might 
present. The oiftpring of this intercourse were 
reputed sacred, and brought up by the priests 
of the temple. On this account those who had 
passed the night there, were secluded from their 
husbands for the space of a year. This temple 
was destroyed by the Mahometans. Ortelius 
calls the city Manlisnana. 

AB, the eleventh month of the civil year of the 
Hebrews, and the fifth of their ecclesiastical 
year, which begins with the month Nisan. The 
word Ab corresponds to the moon of July, that 
is, of a part of that month and the beginning of 
August. \Xk duration is thirty days. The Jews 
fasted upon the first day of this month on ac- 
count of the death of Aaron, and upon the ninth, 
to commemorate both the burning of Solomon's 
temple by the Chiddeans, and also their second 
temple, by the Romans. The Jews supposed 
it to be on the same day that the spies, return- 
ing from Canaan, incited their nation to revolt. 
Th^ fasted also on this day because of the pro- 
hibition of Adrian issued against their abode in 
Jerusalem, or even looking towards it at a di- 
stance to deplore its ruin. The eighteenth day 
of the same month they fasted, becauseon that 
night the lamps of the sanctuary went outjn the 
tzmeofAhaz. Other calandties are represented 
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as having befallen the Jews in this month, on 
account of which it may be termed their month 
of fasting. 

ABABIL, a strange, or rather fabulous bird men- 
tioned in the Koran, concerning the nature and 
qualities of which, the Mahometan doctors great- 
ly difier. 

ABADIR, a word compounded of two Phoenecian 
terms. It signifies magntjicent father, a title 
which the Carthagenians gave to tbetr gods <f the 
first order. It is also applied to the stono which 
Ops or Rhea dressed up for Saturn to swallow, 
instead of Jupiter ; for the old god, afraid of be- 
ing dethroned by his sons, devoured them to 
secure himself. This stone was called by the 
Greeks jSwrvAO'. The same title has been attri- 
buted, but by mistake, to the god Terminus. 

ABAE, a place of Lysia, where (as we learn from 
the Scholiast on the Oedipus Tyrannus) Apollo 
had a temple ; and whence he was stiled Abaevs. 

ABANTIAS, or ABANTIAOES, a patronymic 
of Danae,Atalante,and the other grand-children 
of Abas. 

ABARBAREA, one of the Naiades, whom Buco- 
lion the eldest son of Laomedon married, and 
by whom he had two sons, Aesepus and Peda- 
sus. 

ABARIS, was a Sc3rthian, who, for having sung 
the expedition of Apollo to the Hyperboreans, 
was constituted his priest, and received from 
him the spirit of divination, together with an 
arrow, by means of which he could traverse the 
air. He is also said to have formed, from the 
bones of Pelops, the statue of Minerva, which 
the Trojans purchased of him, and on his word, 
believed to have descended from heaven. It 
was this statue that was afterwards celebrated 
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under the name of the P^ladum* There were 
two others named Abarts, one of which was 
killed by Perseus, and the other by Euryalus. 

ABAS, the son of Hypothoon and Metanira, or, 
according to some, of Celeus and Meganira. 
Ceres changed him into a lizard, for mocking 
her and her sacrifices 

ABAS, one of the Centaurs who opposed the La- 
pithes. 

ABAS, the son of Lynceus and Hypermnestra, 
and father of Acrisius and Proetus, was the 
eleventh king of the Argives 

ABAS, son of Eurydamus, the soothsayer, and 
brother ofPolydius. Both brothers were slain 
by Diomed in the Trojan war. Also one of the 
companions of Aeneas killed by Lausus, son of 
Mezentius. 

ABAS, a celebrated soothsayer, to whom a statue 
was ere6ted by the Lacedemonians in the tem- 
ple of Delphi, for having rendered signal ser- 
vices to Lysander 

AB ASTER, one of the three horses of Pluto, of 
a black colour See Metbeus and Nomm 

ABATOS, an island in the palus of Memphis or 
lake Moeris, famous amongst other things for 
the tomb of Osiris, which was afterwards carried 
to Abydos This island hath been by some con- 
founded with a rock of the same name 

ABUTTO, an idol or god of the Japanese, emi- 
nent for the cure of many distempers, nnd also 
for procuring fair winds and quick voyages 
On the latter account, small pieces of coin tied 
to a stick are thrown by sailors into the sea, as 
an offering. These offerings his priests pretend 
are wafted to him. In still weather he is said to 
appear himself in a boat to demand this tribute 

ABDERUS, a favourite of Hercules, w'ho having 
carried oflT the mares of Diomedes which lived 
on human flesh, committed them to the care of 
Abderus, and proceeded against the Bistones 
Having slain many of them, and Diomedes a- 
mongst the rest, Hercules returned from his ex- 
pedition, but finding that his favourite had 
been tom asunder by the mares, he built a city 
near his tomb in memorial of him, and gave it 
the name of Abdcra. 

ABELLICSlI^, a divinity of the ancient Gauls.— 
Vossiusjittpposes him to be the same with the 
^pc/ZcolxheGreeks.and the Br/arofthe Cretans. 

ABEONA Ann ADEONA, divinities that pre- 


sided over travellers, the one at their going out, 
and the other on their return 

ABERIDES, the son of Coelus and Vesta ; the 
same with Saturn. 

ABIA, the daughter of Hercules, was sister and 
nurse to Hyllus. A celebrated temple was e- 
redted to her in Messenia. She withdrew to the 
city of Ira, which took its name from her, and 
was one of the seven which Agamemnon pro- 
mised Achilles. 

ABLEGMINA, those choice parts of the entrails 
of vidlims which were offered in sacrifice to the 
gods. In Festus we find the word Ablegamina, 
which Scaliger and others take for a corruption 
of the text. It is apparently derived from Ab- 
legere, to cull or separate, and formed in imi- 
tation of the Greek an-extynv, which signifies the 
same In this sense Ablegamina coincides with 
«ir«xiyji4oi : unless, as others suggest, the word be 
of Latin origin, and derived from albee, whence 
albegmtna, on account of the whiteness of these 
parts The Ablegmina were otherwise called 
proiictae, porncta ■, proseBa, and prosegmina • they 
seem to have differed from strebula, w hich were 
the like momels of the fleshy parts,and from aug- 
mcnUim, which particularly denoted a lobe of 
the liver. Some authors make Ablegmina to 
include all those parts ofthevidfims which were 
offered to the deities , contrary to the authority 
of Festus, who restrains Ablegmina to the exta 
or entrails only. The exta being found good, 
were to be prosedted or parted ; i. e. the ex- 
tremes or prominent parts cut off as Ableg- 
mina, to be sprinkled with flour, and burnt by 
the priests on the altar, pouring wine on them. 
Tertullian rallies the heathens for thus serving 
their gods with scraps and offkls. 

ABLERUS, one of the Trojans, who was killed 
by Archilochus. 

ABORIGENES, the first inhabitants of Italy, who 
were brought thither by Saturn from the east. 
Some suppose them to have come from Arcadia 
under the condudt of Oenotrus, and that Virgil 
therefore called them Oenotrians. Others derive 
their name from abborrendagens, an abominable 
race ; others from aberrigeneSf a nation of wan- 
derers, Ac. 

ABRACADABRA, a magical term, to which, if 
repeated in a pmticular manner and a certain 
number of time;, great efibdts are attributed in 
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the eure of fiivers and the prevention of other i ABSYRTUS, son of Aeetes, king of Colchis, l>y 


maladies. Some write the word abrasadabrat 
miptaking the Roman C, equivalent to K, for 
the Greek C or £. To produce its-magical ef- 
fe^ the word should be thus written . 

ABRACADABRA 
ABRACADABR 
ABRACADAB 
ABRACADA 
A B R A C A D 
A B R A C A 
A B R A C 
A B R A 
A B R 
A B 
A 

. This formula is preserved by Serenus Samoni- 
cus, a phycian of the twelfth century. Scaliger, 
Salmasius and Kircher, have taken great pains | 
to discover the sense of the wordi Delrio speaks 
of it as a well known formula in magic, which 
was perhaps formed by Serenus, who followed 
the magical superstitions of Basilidas from A~ 
brasax. 

ABRASAX, a mystical term of the Basilidians, 
which, on the authority of Tertulianaud Je- 
rom, is supposed to have been a name given by 
Basilidas to the supreme Being, as expressive of 
the 365 divine processions which that heretic in 
vented, A signifying 1. p, 2 f, 100 »,1, «•, 200 
«, 1 g, 60. This notion however is destroyed in 
part by Jerom himself, who hath elsew here con- 
jedlured the word to be an appellative oi Mi- 
thra, the god of the Persians, and the numeral 
value of the letters that composfi it, to be his 
annual revolution of 365 days ; whilst Irenacus 
affiims that the Basilidians represented the Fa- 
ther of all things as mffable and -without a name , 
and that the name in question,making the num- 
ber 365, was applied by them as the first of their 
365 heavens, where the prince or chief of their 
365 angels resided. Other solutions have been 
attempted by Wendelin, Basnage, Beausobre 
and others, but all with equal indecision. 

ABRETl A,a nymph which gave her name to My- 
sia, whence Jupiter, who was worshipped there, 
obtained the title Abretanus. 

ABSEUS, a giant, the ofiipring of the Earth and 
Tartarus. 


Hypsea, an4 brother of Medea and Qialcionc, 
according to some; Apollonius makes him son 
of Asteride, a $cythian nymph. Medea, after 
having assisted Jason in oarrying away ,the 
golden fleece, and accompanied him, was pur- 
sued by her father ; but, to stop his pursuit, 
tore her brother Absyrtus, who went with her 
in pieces, and scattered his limbs on the road 
Aeetes, perceiving the mangled members of his 
son, stopped to gather them up, by which means 
Medea efiedled her escape with Jason. Apollo- 
nius, in his Argonautics, ascribes the death of 
Absyrtus not to Medea, but to Jason 

ABUNDANTIA. This deity is represented in 
ancient monuments, under the figure of a wo- 
man with a pleasing aspect, crowned with gar- 
lands of flow'ers, pouring aR sorts of fruit out 
of a horn which she holds in her right hand, 
and scattering gram with her left, taken pro- 
miscuously from a sheaf of corn. On a medal 
of Trajan she is represented with two cornu- 
copias She is most usually called by the name 
of Copia, in the Poets, and that of Abundantia 
on medals, on some of which she is seated on a 
chair, not unlike the Roman chair, only its two 
sides are wrought into the shape of cornucopias, 
to denote the character of this goddess, who 
was the giver of other things as well as provi- 
sion, and that at all times and in all places — 
The horn is said to have belonged to Achelous, 
or according to others to the goat Amalthea. — 
This goddess was saved with Saturn when Jupi- 
ter dethroned him. 

ABYDOS, a city of Asia on the Hellespont and 
the country of Hero and Leander There was 
another of the same name in Aegypt, where 
stood the famous temple of Osiris, and where 
Memnon in common resided. 

ABYLA, a mountain of Africa, and Calpe in 
Spam on the Straits of Gibraltar were called the 
pillars of Hercules. It is pretended that Her- 
cules, finding these two mountains in one, dis- 
joined them, and thus united the Mediterranean 
with the ocean 

ACACALIS, daughter of Minos the first king of 
Crete, by Ithone daughter of Li6tiu8, and sister 
to Lycastus. Apollonius makes her the mother 
of Arophithemis or Garamas by Apollo, to 
whom, according to Diodorus, she was married. 
B 2 
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Philacides and Philander are said dlso to have 
^been the olispring of this union. Some authors 
make her the wife of Miletus king of Caria, and 
others his mother by Apollo. 

ACACESIUS • Mercury was thus called from his 
foster-father Acacus the son of Lycaon, who 
was founder of the city Acacesium 
ACADINUS4 a fountain in Sicily^ consecrated to 
the Palic brothers who were particularly ho- 
noured in that island. To this fountain was at- 
tributed the marvellous faculty of discovering 
the truth of oaths The words being inscribed 
on tablets of wood and thrown into the water, 
would sink if the oath they contained were false, 
but swim if it were true 

ACALET OR PERDIX, nephew of Dedalus, in- 
vented both the saw and the compass. Dedalus 
through jealousy precipitated him from a lofty 
tower, but Minerva in compassion changed him 
to a partridge 

ACALIS OR ACASIS See Acacalis 
ACAM ARCHIS, a nymph, daughter of the Ocean. 
ACAMAS, son of Theseus, and brother of Demo- 
phoon, followed the rest of the Grecian princes 
to the siege of Troy He was deputed with 
Diomedes, to the Trojans, to solicit the restora- 
tion of Helena This embassy, though abortive 
as to Helena, was however successful to Acamas, 
for Laodice, king Priam’s daughter, fell despe. 
rately in love with him, and was constrained, 
against every refle6lion which honour or infamy 
could suggest, to reveal her passion to Philobia, 
wife of Perseus, and to beg her assistance Phi- 
lobia, touched with compassion, intreated her 
husband to contrive that the wishes of Laodice 
might be gratified Perseus, pitying the lady, 
and desirous also of obliging his wife, insinuated 
himself into the friendship of Acamas, and ob- 
tained a visit from him in the city of Dardanus, 
of which he was governor. Laodice failed not 
to go thither, attended by some Trojan ladies. 
A splendid feast was prepared, at the conclusion 
of which, Perseus introduced Acamas to Laodice 

as one of the king’s concubines. Laodice, 

highly satisfied with her gallant, took leave of 
him, and, at the end of nine months, was de- 
livered of a son, whom she committed to the 
care of Aethra, grandmother by the father’s 
side to Acamas. The child was named Muny^ 
cbus Tzetzes rebates that this Acamas had a 
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remarkable adventure with Phyllis, daughtor of 
the king of Thrace ; but most authors ascribe 
this adventure not to Acamas, but to Demo- 
phoon his brother. Acamas was one of the he- 
roes concealed in the wooden horse, at the tak- 
ing of Troy. One of the tribes of Athens was 
called Acamantides, by appointment of the Ora- 
cle. Acamas is said to have foui^ded a city in 
Phrygia Major, to which he gave the name of 
Acamantium. He mode war against the Solymi. 
Authors are not agreed whether Acamas was son 
to Phaedra or Ariadne. A leader of the Dar- 
dan troops under Aeneas, distinguished by this 
name, was slain by Ajax. 

ACANTHO The Pagan theology, which ad- 
mitted five different suns, makes Acanto mo- 
ther of the fourth. 

ACANTHUS, a boy who was changed into the 
plant of that name, or, according to others, into 
a bird 

ACARNAS AMD AMPHOTERUS, were brothers 
and sons of Alcmeon and Callirhoe. Their mo- 
ther obtained from Jupiter, that they should 
instantaneously acquire their full growth, to en- 
able them to avenge the death of their father, 
w horn the brothers of Alphesibeus had killed. 

ACACIS, daughter of Minos. SeeAcacalts. 

ACAMUS with PYROUS, were leaders .of the 
Thracian troops, in support of Priam and Troy. 

ACASTA, a nymph, daughter of the Ocean and 
Tethys. 

ACASl'US, son of Peleas, king of Thessaly, was 
a celebrated hunter, and famous for throwing 
the javelin. Critheis his wife, who by some 
was also called Hyppolyte, to avenge herself on 
Peleus for indifference to her passion, accused 
him to her husband of attempting her honour. 
Acastus dissembling his resentment, took Pe- 
leus a hunting on Mount Peleon, and having 
deprived him of his weapons, left him exposed 
to wild beasts and centaurs. Chiron or Mercu- 
ry, however, having rescued him from their at- 
tacks, he with the aid of the Argonauts avenged 
himself of the cruelty of Acastus and the ca- 
lumny of Cretheis. 

ACCA, sister and companion of Camilla, queen 
of the Volsci. Besides this Acca there was 

ACCA L AURENTI A, wife toFaustulus the shep- 
herd of Numitor, and nurse to Romulus and 
Remus She is represented as not less conspi- 
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euouit for the beoufy of her person than her sa* 
laciousnesa ofs.biaiinersi which "procured her 
the naiheof or She>wolf. Hence perhaps 
arose the traditioh that Ronudus and Remus 
were suckled a wolf. Divine honours were 
decreed her by the Romans, and a festival in* 
stituted under the name of Laurtntalta, which, 
according to’ Varro, was celebrated in April; 
or, as Ovid says, in. December. This difference 
as to time, inky, however, be accommodated 
, by Plutardi. He mentions a festival, in honour 
of a courtezan of the same name, who having 
married a rich old man, bequeathed her estate 
to the peojde by will. These feasts were called 
Accalta. 

ACELUS, a son of Hercules, who gave his name 
to a city of Lycia. 

AC£RSECX>MES, a name given to Apollo by 
the Greeks, equivalent to the tntonsus, or uncut, 
of the Romans, applied to the hair of that God 
In Juvenal it is used simply as an epithet, and 
without any reference to Apollo. 

ACESIUS, AND ALEXICACUS, epithets of A- 
polio, as the god of medicine, importing a de- 
liverer from evil — also the surname of Teles- 
phorus. 

ACESTES, king of Sicily, and son of the river 
Crinisus and Egesta, daughter of Hippotas — 
Being on the side of his mother of Trojan de- 
scent, he went to the assistance of the Troj'ans, 
but retired from the devastations of the Greeks 
to Sicily, where he built several cities. He re- 
ceived Aeneas with kindness, and buried An- 
chises on Mount Eryx 

ACETES, the commander of aTyrian vessel, who 
opposed, but incffedlually, the attempt of his 
companions to carry off Bacchus, in hopes of 
obtaining a ransom, whom, without knowing, 
they found on the sea shore. The god having 
discovered himself, made Acetes his priest, and 
converted the rest into dolphins. 

There was another Acetes, son of the Sun and 
Persa, who gave his daughter in marriage to 
Phryxus. 

Acetes 'Was sUbo the name of the groom ofEvander, 
king of Italy. 

ACHAEA, a surname of Ceres and Pallas. 

ACHAEMENES, son of Aegeus, gave his name 
to a part of Persia. 

ACHAEMENIDES, one of the companions of 


Ulysses, who escaped from Polyphemus, and was 
kindly received by Aeneas. 

ACHAEUS. See Acbeus. 

ACHAIA, a countiy of Greece to the south of 
Macedonia ; more particularly Peloponesus , 
but sometimes used for Greece at large. Hence 
the epithets Acbaicus, Acbivus, Acbaeus, Acbaeas, 
Acbeis, to signify Graecian 

ACHAMANTYS, one of the daughters of Da- 
naus. 

ACHATES, the friend and faithful companion 
of Aeneas. 

ACHELOIA, Callirhoe, daughter of Achelous. 

ACHELOIDES: the Sirens w ere thus called from 
Achelous their father. 

ACHELOUS, son of Ocean us, andT erra, wrestled 
with Hercules for no less a prize than Deianira, 
daughter of king Oeneus, who was betrothed to 
them both, but as Achelous had the power of 
assuming all shapes, the contest was long du- 
bious first, he turned himself into a serpent, 
then into a bull , but Hercules plucking one of 
his horns ofl^ forced him to submit Achelous 
purchased his horn by giving in exchange for 
it the horn of Amalthea, daughter of Harmo- 
dius, which became the cornucopia, or hom of 
plenty This, Hercules having filled with a 
variety of fruits, consecrated to Jupiter Soma 
explain this fable, by saying, that Achelous is a 
river in Greece, whose course winds like a ser- 
pent, and its stream roars like the bellowing ot 
a bull. This river divided itself into two chan- 
nels, but Hercules, by confining the water of 
one, broke oflT one of the horns, and when the 
circumjacent lands were thus drained, they be- 
came fertile ; so that Hercules is said to have 
received the horn of plenty. The Achelous is 
frequently described personally, and Mr Spence 
observes, m his Polymetis, that any figure of 
this river would be easy to be distinguished from 
all his brother river-gods, by his having lost one 
of his horns, if his crown of reeds or willows did 
not hide that defedt. 

ACHEMON, OR ACHMON, one of the Ecropi- 
ans, was brother of Bassaius or Passalus. As 
they were of an oppressive disposition, and con- 
stantly insulted every one they met, their mo- 
ther Senonis, an enchantress, cautioned him to 
beware of Melampygus, or black-tail. Soon 
after finding Hercules asleep beneath a tree by 
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his armour, they began to abuse him, but tiie the sanw name afar Miletus, which was so called 

hero having caught them, fastened them by the fhim Achillea hai^g bathed himself in it The 

heels like rabbits, and hanging them on his festivals cdebrated is Laconia to the hosourof 

club, carried them at his shoulder As they Achilles were also called Achillea. 

were dangling in this plight with their heads ACHILLES there were many of this name. The 


downward, they perceived that Hercules be- 
hind was black and hairy, and hence reminded 
each other of their mother’s precaution. The 
hero entertained at the conceit, laughed hearti- 
ly, and set them free 

ACHEKOIS, an epithet given by Homer to the 
white poplar, as consecrated to the infernal gods, 
from its growing on the banks of Acheron 

ACHERON, according to some was the son of 
Titan and TeiTa,thatis, the sun and the earth ; 
or, as others affirm, of Ceres, without a father. 
He was precipitated into hell for having fur- 
nished the Titans with water, in their attack 
upon Jupiter. His waters became slimy and 
bitter. This is one of the rivers which departed 
souls have to pass. There were several rivers 
ot the same name , one in Epirus, one in EIis, 
a third in Italy, a fourth in Bithynia, &c. 

ACHERUSA, a cavern on the borders of the 
Euxine, supposed to communicate with hell, 
and through which Cerberus was said to have 
been dragged into light by Hercules. 

ACHERUSI A, a morass near Heliopolis in Egypt, 
situated between that city and the burial place 
belonging to it, and which could only be passed 
in a boat As funeral honours were granted 
to those alone who had lived well, the boatman 
in the Egyptian language called Charon, was 
forbidden to ferry over the bodies of the wicked. 
Hence the fable of Charon and his boat. 

ACHEUS, son of Xuthus, third son of Hellen, 
.son of Deucalion by Creusa, daughter of Erec- 
theus king of Athens, and brother of lion, from 
whom the Achaians and lonianswere afterwards 
called There was another Acheus, sumamed 
Callicon, who was remarkable for his adts of 
insipience. Amongst othera is mentioned his 
taking a round earthen pot for a pillow, which 
when he found uneasy to him, he stufibd with 
straw to render more commodious. 

ACHILLEA, an island in die Euxine, so called 
from Achilles, to whom it was given by Thetis 
and Neptune Divine rites were there paid to 
this hero, and his memory was honoured with a 
temple and an oracle. There was afountaift of 


first 80 called had no other mother but Terra 
or the earth. He did Jupittir a ugnal service ; 
for, having ‘Sheltered the goddess Juno tn his 
cave when she fled from the amorous pursuits 
of Jupiter, Achilles addressed her in such per- 
suasive language, that she consented to admit 
the god as her husband. Jupiter, in r^um for 
the favour, promised that, from that period, all 
persons of his name should be celebrated in the 
world Chiron had one Achilles for his tutor, 
which made him bestow that name on his pupil, 
the son of Thetis The inventor of ostracism 
among the ancients was called Achilles. A son 
of Jupiter and Lamia bore the same name, who 
was so exquisitely handsome, that by the judg- 
ment of the god Pan, he won the prize of beauty 
from all his rivals ; but Venus was so exaspe- 
rated at this decision, that she made Pan fall in 
love with Echo, and wrought such a change in 
his whole person, as to render him a most 
frightful objeft. Another Achilles, son of Gala- 
taea, was born with white hair. We are told of 
fifty -four others, all of whom, but two, were in 
high renown. What follows relates to that Achil- 
les who acquired the greatest glory. Achilles 
was the offspring of a goddess. Thetis bore him 
to Peleus king of Thessaly, and was so fond of 
him, that she charged herself with his educa- 
tion By day she fed him with ambrosia, and 
by night, covered him with celestial fire, to 
render him immortal She also dipped him in 
the waters of Styx, by which his whole body 
became invulnerable, except that part of his 
heel by which she held him She afterwards 
committed him to the care of Chiron the cen- 
taur, who fed him with honey, and the marrow 
of lions and wild boars ; whence he obtained 
that strength of body and greatness of soul, 
which qualified him for martial toil. When the 
Greeks undertook the siege of Troy, Calchas the 
diviner, and priest of Apollo, foretold, that the 
city should not be taken without the help of 
Achilles. Thetis his mother, who knew that 
Achilles, if he went to the siege of Troy, would 
never return, clothed him in female apparel. 
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and concealed hin^ among the nuudens at the i also of Achilles’s death ; for Priam having ob. 

court -of Lyeomedes, king of the island of Scy- served that he was still in love with his daugh. 

ros. But this stratagem proved ineiib6tual ; for 1 ter, invited him to the temple of Apollo, under 
Calchas having informed the Greeks where A- pretext of celebrating their marriage, where, 
chilles lay in disguise, they deputed Ulysses to whilst Deiphobus was embracing him, Paris 
the court of Lycomedes, where, under the ap- killed him Dares of Phrygia gives much the 
pearance dS a merchant, he was introduced to same account , only he adds, that Achilles de* 
tile king’s daughters. Mid while they were stu- 1 fended himself a long time, and sold his life 
diously intent on viewing his toys, Achilles em- dear The blow of Paris cut the tendon of his 
ployed himself in examining an helmet, which 1 heel, which has since been named the tendon- of 
the cunning politician had thrown in his way 1 AcbtlUs Though this tradition concerning the 
Achilles thus detefted, was prevailed on to go 1 death of Achilles be commonly received, yet 
to Troy, after Thetis had furnished him with 1 Homer plainly enough insinuates that Achilles 
impenetrable armour made by Vulcan. During I died fighting for his country, and represents 
this hero’s stay at the court of Lycomedes, he | the Greeks as maintaining a bloody battle about 
so far insinuated himself into the affeilions of 1 his body, which lasted a whole day Achilles 
Deidamia, the king’s daughter, that she bore 1 having been lamented by Thetis, the Nereids, 
him a son called Pyrrhus To the siege of Troy 1 and the Muses, was buried on the promontory 

Achilles led the troops of Thessaly, in fiftyships, of Sigaeum ; and after Troy was captured, the 

and there distinguished himself by a number of Greeks endeavoured to appease his manes by 

heroic actions ; but being disgusted with Aga- sacrificing Polyxena on his tomb, as his ghost 

memnon for the loss of Briseis, he retired from I had requested. The oracle at Dodona, decreed 

the camp, and resolved to have no further con- him divine honours, and ordered annual viAims 

cern m the war. In this resolution he conti- to be offered at the place of his sepulture In 

nued inexorable, till news was brought him 1 pursuance of this, the Thessalians brought hi- 

that Heftor had killed his friend Patroclus, j theryearly two bulls, one black, the other white, 

whose death he severely avenged ; for he not 1 crowned with wreaths of flowers, and water 

only slew Heftor, but fastened the corpse to his from the river Sperchius It is said, that Alcx- 

chariot, dragged it round the walls of Troy, ander, seeing his tomb, honoured it by placing 

offered a thousand indignities to it, and sold it a crown upon it, at the same time crying out, 

at last to Priam his father Authors are much •* that Achilles was happy in having, during 

divided on the manner of Achilles’s death ; some "his life, such a friend as Patroclus, and, after 

relate that he was slain by Apollo, or that this " his death, a poet like Homer.” 
god enabled Paris to kill him, by direfiling the j As, to represent an obje6l beautiful, is the pri- 
arrow to his heel, the only part in which he mary aim of the imitative arts, so in the con- 
was vulnerable. Others again say, that Pans figuration of young heroes by the ancients, the 
murdered him treacherously, in the temple of spedlator is left unable to decide on their sex. 
Apollo, whilst treating about his marriage with Such was the beauty of Achilles, that he re- 
Polyxena, daughter to king Priam. Di£lys in- j mained undiscovered m a female habit amongst 
forms us, that Achilles having seen this princess the daughters of Lycomedes, and accordingly 
in the temple of Apollo, serving Cassandra her 1 is thus represented on a bas-relief of the villa 
sister at a sacrifice, fell in love with her, and j Pamflli, and on another of the Belvedere, en- 
asked her from Hedior, whose answer was, that graved as a head-piece to Wmkelmann’s Monu- 
if he would abandon the Greeks, and betray ments of Antiquity 
their army, his request should be granted ; an ACHIROE, a grand-daughter of Mars 
answer at which Achilles was greatly incensed. ACHLYS, the goddess of obscurity and dark- 
He adds, that when Priam went to demand the ness, of whom Hesiod has given a formidable 
body of Hedtor, he took Polyxena with him, to jndture. 

SBOve the heart of his enemy. This expedient j ACHOR, or ACHORUS, one of the gods of flies, 
produced the denred efihdt, and was tl^ cause | According to Pliny, the Cyrenians offered vie- 
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time to the god Achori for their deliverance 
from these insedta, which sometimes occasioned 
contagious distempers in their country. This 
author remarks, that they died after ofihring 
sacrifice to that idol. These were not the only 
people who acknowledged a fly-destroying 
god ; the Greeks had likewise their Jupter 
and their Hercules Myodes, Myagron, or Fly- 
hunter. If we believe Pausanias, the origin of 
the worship they paid to that divinity was this , 
Hercules l^ing molested by these insedls while 
he was about to ofler sacrifice to Olympian 
Jupiter in the temple, offered a vidim to that 
god under the name of Myagron, upon which 
all the flies flew away beyond the river Alpheus. 
Pliny asserts, that it was the constant praAice, 
as often as they celebrated the Olympc games, 
to sacrifice to the god Myodes, lest the flies 
should disturb the solemnity. See Baal-Zebub, 
Myagrus, Mytagrus, Myodes. 

ACIDALIA, a title of Venus as the goddess that 
occasioned inquietudes. She is said by others 
to have received this appellation from Acidalus, 
a fountain in Orchomenos, a city of Boeotia, in 
which the Graces were accustomed to bathe 
with her. 

ACIS, son of Faunus and Simoethis, a beautiful 
shepherd of Sicily, being beloved by the Nereid 
Galataea, daughter of Nereus and Doris, pro- 
voked the enmity of Polyphemus the giant. 
One day as the lovers were sitting together un- 
der a rock by the sea-side, Polyphemus saw them 
from afar, and run toward them. Galataea 
plunged into the sea, and Acis fled, as fast as 
his fears would permit. Polyphemus pursued, 
with the fragment of a rock, which he hurled 
at the unfortunate Acis. I'he rock crushed 
him in its fall, split into several pieces, and 
sprouted forth in new -created reeds. Upon 
his death Acis was turned into the river which 
was afterwards called by his name. Acis was 
also called Acinus and Acithius. 

ACIT ANl,a]ieoidethatworshippedMarsradiated. 

ACMENES, Nymphs of Venus. 

ACMON, according to the Greek theogony, had 
an existence before heaven, whom the Latina 
call Coelus, and the Greeks Uranus. Acmon 
is taken for the father of Coelus, or Uranus, by 
Phumutus, Hesychius, and Simmius qf Rhodes, 
his scholiast; and the same Acmon is the soil 


of Manes in PdyfiWr and Stej^uunia. It isiiot 
clear whether thb Acmon were the same wkh 
the Scythian leader of the like name, sidd to be 
son of Paneus, who, according to Stephanus,^ 
settled in the countries watered by the Ther- 
modon and Iris, and built the city Acmonia. 
The restless disposition of Acmon, or rather 
the desire of extending his conquests, prompted 
him to enter Phrygia, where he bt^t another 
city, which he likewise called Acmonia ; and 
having made himself master of Phoenicia and 
Syria, died by overheating himself in hunting, 
and was deified under the name of The Most 
Hgb. He is the same with the Hypsistos of 
Sanchoniatho. Acmon was also the name of 
one of the Dactyli Ioaei, which, see and of 
an hero in the Aeneid, son ofClytius, and bro- 
ther of Mnestheus. 

ACMONIDES, one of the Cyclops. 

ACOETES had formerly been armour-bearer to 
Evander king of Arcadia, and afterwards at- 
tended his son Pallas as guardian, when he 
joined Aeneas against the Rutilians. 

Of the fisherman Acoetes, Ovid has given an ex- 
quisite description in the sd book of the Meta, 
morphoses, fable 8. 

AOONTES, one of the fifty sons of Lycaon. 

ACONTEUS, a hunter converted to stone by 
the head of Medusa, at the nuptials of Perseus 
and Andromeda. Also, a Latin chief killed by 
Tyrrhenus, in the Aeneid. 

ACOR. See Acbor. 

ACRAEA, daughter of Asterion, and one of Ju- 
no’s nurses. Also, an appellation given to se- 
veral goddesses, as was Acraeus to Jupiter and 
others, from their having temifies erected to 
them on mountains, AHf» signifying a summit 

ACRAEPHIUS, a surname of Apollo. 

ACRAEUS. See Acraea. 

ACRATOPOTES and ACRATOPHORUS, sur- 
names of Bacchus. 

ACRATUS, pure wine * was made a god by the 
Athenians. 

ACRIBYA, a name of Juno, either because she 
was worshipped at Acropolis, or in the fortress 
of Corinth ; or rather perhaps at Acriba. 

ACRISIUS, king of Argos, being told by the' 
oracle that he should be killed by his grand- 
child, immured his daughter Danae in a bnuen 
tpw^, where no man could approach her ; but 
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Jfupiter changing himself into a shower of gold, 
visited her through the roof. This intercourse 
gave birth to Perseus. Acrisius, on hearing of 
his daughter’s disgrace, caused both her and the 
infant to be shut up in a chest, and cast into the 
sea ; whence, being thrown on the isle of Seri- 
phus, they were taken up by Didtys, brother 
of Polyde^es, king of the island, who happen- 
ing to be then fishing, and finding them alive, 
took them out of the chest, and treated them 
kindly Some say Polyde6tes married Danae, 
and afterwards dispatched Perseus, when grown 
up, against Medusa , whilst others relate, that 
the mother and child were saved by a fisherman 
and presented to Pilumnus king of Daunia, who 
having married Danae, brought up her son, 
whom he called Perseus. Perseus, after a va- 
riety of adventures, had the misfortune, as the 
oracle had foretold, to kill his grandfather , for, 
according to some, being reconciled to Acri- 
Mus, and playing with him at quoits, a game 
which he had invented, his quoit bruised the 
king on the foot, which mortifying, caused hi& 
death. Others say, that after Perseus had killed 
Medusa, he carried to Argos her head, which 
Acrisius looking upon was turned into stone 
Baiiier relates this story in the following 
manner. Acrisius, who had but one daughter 
named Danae, having learned from the oracle 
that one day his grandson was to bereave him of 
his life and crown, shut her up in a tower of 
brass, and would give ear to no proposal of mar- 
riage for her. In the mean time, Praetus Ins 
brother, being desperately in love with his 
niece, found a way, by means of money, to 
corrupt the fidelity of the keepers of the prin- 
cess, and having entered through the roof into 
the place where she was imprisoned, made her 
the mother of Perseus. Those who relate the 
history of this adventure, to palliate the dis- 
grace which this intrigue intailed upon the royal 
family, gave out that Jupiter, enamoured of 
Danae, had transformed himself into a shower 
of gold, which was the more probable as Prae- 
tus, if we may believe Vossius, took upon him 
the surname of Jupiter. Pausanias mentions 
tliat tower, or rather that apartment of brass, 
in which Danae had been shut up, and assures 
us, that it subsisted till the reign of Pterelaus the 
tyrant of Argos, who demolished it, adding 
Vpl.L 
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that even in his time some remains were still to 
be seen of the subterraneous palace, of which 
Danae’s chamber made a part. Thcpimcchs 
being delivered of Perseus, Acrisius ordered 
her to be exposed upon the sea with her child 
in a pitiful barge, which after being a long 
time driven at the mercy of the w inds, stopped 
near the little island of Seriphus, one of the Cy- 
clades, in the Aegean sea. PolydeCles, who was 
king of the island, being apprized of it, gave 
a favourable reception to the mother and the 
child, and took great caie of the education of 
the young prince; but falling m love afterwards 
with Danae, and afi aid of Perseus, now grown 
up, he sought a pretext for dismissing him, and 
to make his expedition the longer, oidcred him 
to go and fetch the head of Medusa, one of the 
Gorgons Our hero, having cut off the head of 
Medusa, and penetrated into Ethiopia, where 
he rescued Andiomeda, daughter of C'epheus 
and Cassiopeia, from the monstei to w Inch she 
was exposed, mairied her, earned her to Sen- 
phus, and having put Polyde<5les to death, went 
with her .md his mothei into Gieece, where he 
slew Praetus, who not content with his own in- 
heiitance, which was the city of l\viinthja, My- 
dea, and all the coast of Aigolis, had dethroned 
Acrisius Perseus le-established his giandfa- 
tliei in his dominions, but as he was endeavour- 
ing to shew his dexterity in playing at quoits, 
iinfoitunately killed him. This event is i elated 
by Pausanias in the following manner Ani- 
sius having leained that Perseus’ wiis not far 
from Argos, and knowing the reputation he 
had acquired by many signal exploits, was de- 
sii ous to see this prince, and lor that end re- 
paired to Larissa upon the liver Peneus Per- 
seus on his side, no less full of impatience to 
embiace hi£> grandfather, and to ingratiate him- 
self w ith him, failed not in coming to Larissa. 
Theie Perseus was willing to shew his address , 
but so unfortunate was he, that having thrown 
his quoit with all his force, it hit Acrisius such 
a fatal blow as to occasion his death. Thus the 
prediction formerly given him wasaccomplished, 
without his being able to evade it, by all the cru- 
elty he had exercised towards his daughter and 
his grandson. Perseus having repaired to Ar- 
gos, where he deeply regretted the pariicide 
which he had thus accidentally committed, in. 
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duced Mega{)enthes, the son of Praetus, to ex- 
change kingdoms with him, and built My- 
cenae, which became the capital of his domi- 
nions. Acrisius was magnificentiy interred by 
Pen>eus without the gates of Argos. 

ACRISONEIS, Danae, the daughter of Acrisius. 

ACRISIONIADES, Perseus, grandson of Acri- 
siiis. 

ACRON, one of Aeneas’s chiefs, killed by Mezen- 
tins. He was of Greek origin, but had deserted 
to Aeneas. There was of this name a king of 
Cenina, whom Romulus put to death for in- 
vading his territories, and consecrated his spoil 
to Jupiter Feretnus. 

ACRONEUS,oneofthe competitors in the games 
described in the eighth Odyssey. 

ACTAEA, Orithyia, thus called because she was 
an Athenian. Also one of the Nereids. 

ACT AEON, son of Aristaeus and Autonoe, daugh- 
ter of Cadmus king of Thebes, was passionately 
fond of hunting Happening one day, in the 
midst of the chace, to discover Diana bathing 
with her nyniplis, the goddess was so incensed 
at his mti usion, that, by sprinkling him with 
water, she transformed him into a stag, which 
his own dogs, mistaking for their game, pur- 
sued and tore in pieces. Though the catastro- 
phe of Adlaeon be expressed in a poetical man- 
ner it IS not the less real, whether slain by his 
own dogs, turned mad as some authors will 
liave It, or that having shewn a disregard for the 
goddess, he had been reckoned impious, as we 
learn from Diodorus and Euripides, the latter 
of whom adds, that he was going to eat of the 
meat offered in sacrifice to Diana, and with in- 
supportable pride preferred himself to her. This 
Ovid describes, to exemplify a vain curiosity. 
The poet Stesichorus, as we read in Paiisamas, 
added to this dismal adventure, that Diana her- 
self had coveted Adaeon with the skin of a deer, 
which provoked his dogs to fall upon and de- | 
stroy him ; and that, as a punishment for hav- 
ing designed to marry Semele, his near rela- 
tion' a circ.imstance not told by Ovid Ac- 
cording to Pausanius, Adfaeon was honoured 
with religious worsh'p after his death, being 
acknowledged for a hero by the Orchomenians. 

ACTAEUS, ACTIACUS amd ACTIUS, nkmes 
given to Apollo, from the promontoiy of Ac- 
tium consecrated to him. 


ACT I A AND ACTIACA. See Gams, ASi<m. 

ACTIAS, i. e. Atbeuian, a name of Orithyia. 

ACTINGS, a son of the Sun, was a skilful astro- 
loger. 

ACTOR. This, like Achilles, was the name of 
several persons in fabulous story. One of the 
companions of Hercules in war with the Ama- 
zons w as so called, who having received a wound, 
would have returned home, but died by the 
way. It was also the name of the grandsire of 
Patroclus , for Menaetius, father of Patroclus, 
was son of Aftorand Aegina This A£tor, ac- 
cording to some writers, was a native of Locris, 
but settled in the island Oenone after having 
married Aegina, daughter of the river Asopus, 
and there begot Menaetius. Otheis say he was 
a T hessalian, son to Myrmidon, who was the 
oflspring of Jupiter, and that the nymph Ae- 
gina having had a son by Jupiter called Aeacus, 
went into Thessaly, where A^tor married her. 
He had several children by her, who conspired 
against him ; which obliged him to drive them 
out of the kingdom, and to bestow it on Peleiis, 
together with his daughter Polymele, better 
known by the name of Thetis, of which marri- 
age Achilles was bom. Peleus was son to Aea- 
cus, and consequently grandson to Aegina he 
fled to Phthia, where A6lor reigned after hav- 
ing killed his brother Phocus. There was one 
Adlor eon of Hyppasus, who went in the Argo- 
nautic expedition. Another who was son to 
Neptune and Agamede, daughter of Augeas. 
Another was son of Axeus, and father of Asty- 
ochia, by whom the god Mars had two sons, 
who, at the siege of Troy, commanded the 
forces of Aspledon and Orchomenes, cities of 
Boeotia. Another Ait or, son to Phorbus, built 
a city in Elis, his native country, and called it 
Hyrmine, after his mother’s name. Augeas 
king of Elis, who, according to some writers, 
was his brother^ associated him and his two 
sons in his kingdom. The names of these two 
sons were Eurytus and Cleatus, and poetically 
Moliomdes, from their mother Molione. Last- 
ly, there was one Aitor among the Aurunci, 
who hasbeen described as an hero of the flrstrank. 

ACTORIDES, a patronymic of Patroclus, grand- 
son of A6tor. 

ACUS, 8(m of Vulcan by Aglaia, one of the 
Oraces. 
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ADAD, the deity 6f the Syrians^ ngnifying in 
their language^ one. They gave him to wife 
the goddess Adargyris, and they meant by 
them the sun and the earth ; for they pictured 
Adad with rays shooting downward, and Adar- 
gyris with rays shooting upward, to shew tliat 
all earthly produAions were owing to the sun 
Some are of opinion that the true name of this 
deity was Hadad, fuid that he is the Bcn- 
hadad of Scripture, the second of the name, 
who, according to Josephus, was honoured 
with divine worship after his death. 

ADAMANTAEA, a nurse of Jupiter, perhaps 
the same as Amalthaea. 

ADAMAS, son of Asms, was killed by Merion 
before Troy. 

ADARG AT IS. The same with Adad. 

ADE, an idol of the Banians, with four arms 
Purchas thinks there is some affinity between 
this deity and Adam, on whom the Rabbins 
have bestowed four arms, two sexes, and in- 
deed a duplicate of every thing ; he being, ac- 
cording to their notion, both male and female. 

ADEPHAGIA, the Sicilians acknowledged the 
*' goddess of Gluttony, and, if we may believe 
Aelian, she had a temple wherein was placed the 
statue of Ceres. 

ADES, OH HADES. See Hell. 

ADJUNCT GODS,orADJUNCTSofthi:GODS, 
among the Romans were a kind of inferior dei- 
ties, added as assistants to the principal ones, 
to ease them in their functions thus to Mars 
was adjoined Bellona, to Neptune Salacia, to 
Vulcan the Cabiri, to the Good Genius the 
Lares, to the evil the Lemures, &c. 

ADMA, the name of a Nymph. 

ADMET A, a priestess of Juno, and also a Nymph 
were of this name. See Hercules. 

ADMETUS, king of Pheres, or of Thessaly, was 
son of Pheres, king of one or other of these 
countries, brother of Lycurgus, and cousin to 
Jason. Apollo was reduced to keep his sheep 
for having killed the Cyclops, who forged the 
thunderbolts with which Aesculapius was slain. \ 
The god, in return for the kindness he had re- 1 
ceived from Admetus, made the Parcaeor Fates 
consent not to cut the thread of his life, if 
any one could be found who would die in his 
stead ; but none being found, Alcestes, his 
wife, daughter of Pelias, freely offered herself 


to save her husband. It is said that Proserpine, 
* moved by the tears of Admetus for tlie loss of 
so dear a consort, restored Alcestes to hie a- 
gain. Admetus was one of the Argonauts m 
the expedition to Colchis, agreeable to the first 
book of Apolonius. 

ADONEUS, the same with the idol Baal, Baalse- 
men, or Bel, which words import the Lord 
and the Lord of Heaven, to whom the Chalde- 
ans offered sacrifices, and the Arabians their 
neighbours, according to Strabo and Stepha- 
nus, daily offerings of incense and other per- 
fumes under the name of Adoneus. See Baal, 
&c. This was a name common to Jupiter, Bac- 
chus, the Sun, I'luto.and most of the otherGods. 

ADONIA, solemn feasts m honour ot Venus, and 
in memoiy of her beloved Adonis The Adonia 
were observed with great solemnity by most 
nations Greeks, Phoenicians, Lycians, Sy- 
rians, Egyptians, &c. From Syria they aie 
supposed to have passed into India. The pro- 
phet Ezekiel is understood to .speak of them. 
They weie still observed at Alexandria in the 
time of St Cyril, and at Antioch in that of 
Julian the apostate, whose arrival there during 
the solemnity was taken toi an ill omen The 
Adonia lasted two days, on thefiistot which 
certain images of Venus and Adonis were car- 
ried w ith all the pomp and ceremonies pra6ti8ed 
at funerals, the women wept, rent their hair, 
beat their breasts, &c imitating the cries and 
lamentations of Venus for the death of her pa- 
ramour. This rite, called AJ«w«<rn«^, the Sy- 
nans were not contented with observing so far 
as respected the weeping, but also gave them- 
selves discipline, shaved then heads, dci.— 
Among the Egyptians the queen herself used 
to bear the image of Adonis in procession. 
The women carried along with them shells filled 
with earth, in which grew several sorts of herbs, 
especially lettuces, in memory of Adonis having 
been laid out by Venus upon a bed of lettuce. 
These were called Kvtrot, or gardens; whence 
xfiiroi, are proverbially applied to things 
unfruitful, or fading ; because those herbs were 
only sown so long before the festival as to sprout 
forth and be green at that time, and then were 
presently thrown into the water. The flutes 
used upon this day were called Ttylfuu, from 
Ttyffetf, which was the Phoenician name of Ado- 
C 2 
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nis. This sacrifice was termed neAtifa, probably 
because the days of mourning used to be called 
by that name. The following day was spent in 
every expression of mirth and joy, in memory 
of Venus’s having obtained the favoiur of Pro- 
serpina, that Adonis should return to life, and 
live with her one half of the year. According 
to Meurstus, the two offices of mourning and 
rejoicing, made two distindl feasts, which were 
held at different times of the year, the one six 
months after the other, Adonis being supposed 
to pass half the year with Proserpina, and the 
other half with Venus. St. Cyril mentions an 
extraordinary ceremony practised by the Alex- 
andrians a letter was written to the women of 
By bios, to inform them that Adonis was found 
again: this letter was thrown into the sea, 
which, it was pretended, failed not to convey 
it to By bios in sevem days, upon receipt of 
which the Byblian women ceased their mourn- 
ing, sung his praises, and made rejoicings as 
if he were restored to life. The Egyptian 
Adonia are said by some, to have been held in 
memory of the death of Osiris ; by others, of 
his sickness and recovery Bishop Patrick dates 
their origin from the slaughter of the first born 
under Moses. The Adonia were otherwise 
called Salambo. 

ADONIS, a beautiful young shepherd, son of 
Cinyras king of Cyprus, by his daughter Myrr- 
ha He used to be much upon Mount Libanus,* 
whereVenus frequently descended to meet him ; 
but Mars, envying his rival, assumed the shape 
of a wild boar, attacked Adonis when hunting, 
struck him in the groin with his tusks, and 
killed him. Venus hearing his groans, and 
hastening to his assistance, pricked her foot 
with a thorn, and the blood which issued from 
the wound falling on a rose, turned it from a 
lily to a carnation colour. The goddess laying 
his body on soft lettuces, bewailed his death 
after an unusual manner, and changed his blood, 
which was shed on the ground, into the flower 
called Anemone. Venus, after this, went her- 
self into hell, and obtained of Proserpine that 
Adonis might be with her six months every 
year in the heavens, and that he should remain 
the other six months in the infernal regions. 
Othetssay , that Myrrha { constrained to fly from 
her father’s anger, who had ignorantly coha- 


bited with her, during the absence of his queen 
to celebrate a festival) retired into Arabia, 
where she brought forth Adonis, whom the 
Nymphs took into their care, and nursed in the 
caves of that country .' and that Adonis growing 
up, repaired to the court of Byblos in Phoeni- 
cia, ol which he became the brightest orna- 
ment ; that he descended into Pluto’s kingdom, 
and inflamed Proserpine with the soft passion ; 
and that Venus ascended to heaven, to procure 
his return from Jupiter, but the goddess of hell 
refused to give him back that the father of the 
gods, puzzled with so nice an affair, referred the 
decision of it to the Muse palliope, who hoped 
to satisfy the two goddesses by delivering him 
up to them alternately that the Horae or Hours 
W'ere sent to Pluto to bring back Adonis, who 
from that time continued one six months with 

Venus, and the other with Proserpina Le 

Clerc, after Selden and Marsham, having been 
more inclined to take this fable from Phumutus 
and other mythologists, than from Ovid, relates 
and explains it thus . Cinyras, the grandfather 
of Adonis, having drank one day to excess, fell 
asleep in an indecent posture Mor or Myrrha, 
his daughter-in-law, Ammon’s wife, accompa- 
nied by her son Adonis, having seen him in 
this situation, apprised her husband of it, who 
informed Cinyras, when he became sober, of 
what had happened, which so provoked him, 
that he poured forth imprecations on his daugh- 
ter-in-law and grandson. Here, without going 
any further, says Le Clerc, is the foundation of 
the pretended incest which Ovid speaks of, the 
poet having represented the indiscreet curiosity 
of that princess as a real incest. Myrrha, loaded 
with her father’s curses, retired into Arabia, 
where she abode for some time , and this again 
is what gave the same poet occasion to say, that 
Arabia was the country where she was delivered 
of Adonis , because that prince happened to be 
educated there. Sometime after, continues Le 
Clerc, Adonis, with Ammon his father, and 
Myrrha his mother, went into Egypt, where, 
upon Ammon’s death, Adonis applied himself 
wholly to the improvement of the Egyptians, 
taught them agriculture, and enabled many ex- 
cellent laws cmiceming the property of lands. 
Adonis having gone into Syria, was wounded 
in the groin by a boay, in the forest of Mount 
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Libantis, where he had been hunting. Astarte 
or Isn, wife of Adonis^.was passionately fond of 
him, and, apprehending his wound to be mortal, 
was so deeply affected with grief, that people 
believed he was adually dead, and Egypt and 
Phoenicia bewailed his loss . however, he reco- 
vered, and their mourning was turned into 
ecstacies of joy. To perpetuate the memory of 
this event, an annual festival was instituted, 
during which they first mourned for the death 
of Adonis, and then rejoiced for his being again 
restored to life. According to the same author, 
Adonis was killed in battle, and his wife pro- 
cured his deification. After the death of Adonis, 
Astarte governed Egypt in peace, and acquired 
divine honours. The Egyptians, whose theo- 
logy was all symbolical, represented them un- 
der the figure of an ox and a cow, to inform 
posterity that they had taught agriculture. — 
^me authors relate, that Apollo killed Adonis, 
to revenge his son Erymanthus, who had been 
struck blind for having seen Venus bathing, 
the instant she had left the arms of her beloved 
Adonis. Two particulars of a very opposite 
nature have been related of Hercules, with re- 
speA to Adonis ; the first, that he had a passion 
for him, and that Venus, out of jealousy, m- 
stru£led the Centaur Nessus how to insnare 
Hercules the second, that this Hero, seeing a 
great crowd coming out of a temple in a city 
of Macedonia, was induced to enter it, in order 
to pay his devotions, but upon hearing that 
Adonis was the deity worshipped in it, he ridi- 
culed him. It is difficult to conceive why the 
ancients feigned that Venus concealed, or even 
buried her minion under lettuces, since they 
observe that this plant causes impotency. Near 
the city of Ifiyblos was a river called Adonis, 
which descended from Mount Libanus, the 
water of which river became red once a year, 
from a great quantity of vermilion-coloured 
dust which was carried into it by the winds 
on this occasion the general cry was, that this 
was the season for bewailing Adonis ; that he 
was then receiving wounds on Mount Libanus , 
and that his blood flowed in that river. — By 
* Adonis, the mythologists mean the Sun, who, 
during the signs of the summer, is with Venus , 
that b, with the earth we inhabit ; but, during 
the rest of the year, bin a manner absent from 


us. Adonis is said to be killed by the boar, 
that ib, winter, when his beams are of no force 
to expel the cold, which is the enemy of Adonis 
and Venus, or beauty and fecundity. 

ADORATION, the aft of rendering divine ho- 
nours, or of addressing a being as supposing it 
a god. The word is compounded of ad, to, 
and os oris, the mouth, and literally signifies to 
apply the hand to the mouth ; manum ad os ad- 
nuntcre, q. d. to kiss the hand, this being, in the 
east, one of the greatest marks of respeft and 
submission. The Romans praftised adoration 
at sacrifices anc^ other solemnities ; in passing 
by temples, altars, groves, &c. at the sight of 
statues, images, and whatever aught of divinity 
was supposed to reside in Usually there were 
images of the gods placed at the gates of cities, 
for those who went in or out to pay their re- 
spefts to. The ceremony of Adoration among 
the ancient Romans was thus The devotee 
having his head cohered, applied his right hand 
to his lips, the fore finger resting on his thumb, 
which was ereft, and thus bowing his head, 
turned himself ryund from left to right The 
kiss so given was called osculum labratum, for 
ordinarily they were afraid to touch the images 
of their gods themselves with their profane 
lips some times, however, they would kiss 
their feet, or even knees, it being held an in- 
civility to touch their mouth Saturn, how- 
ever, and Hercules, were adored with the head 
bare , whence the worship of the last was called 
tnsUiutum peregrimm, and ntus Graecantcus, as 
departing from the customary Roman method, 
which was to sacrifice and adore with the head 
veiled, and the clothes drawn up to the ears, to 
prevent any interruption of the ceremony by 
the sight of unlucky objects The Jewish man- 
ner of Adoration was % prostration, bowing, 
and kneeling. The Christians adopted the Gre- 
cian rather than the Roman method, and ador- 
ed always uncovered The ordinary posture of 
the ancient Christians was kneeling, but on* 
Sundays standing ; and they had a peculiar 
regard to the east, to which point they ordi- 
narily direfted their prayers. The Persian 
manner of Adoration, introduced by Cyrus, 
was by bending the knee, and falling on the 
face at the prince’s feet, striking the earth with 
the forehead, and kissing the ground. This 
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ceremony, Conon the Greek, refused to per- 
form to Artaxerxes, and Calisthenes to Alex- 
ander the Great, holding it impious and un- 
lawful —The Adoration performed to the Ro- 
man and Grecian emperors, consisted in bowing 
or kneeling at the prince’s feet, laying hold of 
his purple robe, and presently withdrawing the 
hand, and applying it to the lips The Phoeni- 
cians adored the winds, on account of the terri- 
ble effedts produced by them ; and the same prac- 
tice was adopted by most of the other nations, 
Persians, Greeks, Romans, &c. The Persians 
chiefly paid their Adorations to the sun and 
fire, and some add, to rtvers also Their mo- 
tive for adoring the sun was the benefits they 
received from that glonous luminary, which 
has indisputably the best pretension to such 
homage. This kind of worship is referred to 
in the Book of Job 

ADOREA, a divinity supposed to be the same 
awith Viftory Those feasts were also called 
Atorea, in which salted cakes were otlered to 
the gods ; from ador, wheat 

ADPORINA, APPORINA, or ASPORINA, a 
title of Minerva, from a temple on a conical 
mountain, supposed to be Ida. She was also 
stiled Montana, from the same circumstance. 

ADRAMELECH, one of the gods of the in ha- 
bitants of Sepharvaim, who occupied thecoun- 
tiy of Samaria, after the Israelites were carried 
beyond the Euphrates These votaries made 
their children pass thiough the fire in honour 
of this idol, and another called AnamUcb. The 
Rabins pretend that Adranieiech was repre- 
sented under the form of a mule ; but there is 
much more reason to lielieve that it meant the 
sun, and Anamelech the moon : the first sig- 
nifies the magnificent hng, the second the gentle 
king The learned Hyde will have Adramelech 
to signify king of the flocks, adre being the Per- 
sian word far fio(ks , and he supposes that A- 
diumelechand Anamelech were worshipped as 
having the rare of cattle Some take Adrame- 
lech for Juno, because that god was represented 
under the figure of a peacock, a bird conse- 
ciated to the spouse of Jupiter ; but this is not 
likely, since it was late before the Syrians re 
ceivedthe divinities of the western nations, and 
long after the latter had adopted those of the 
east. See Anamelech. 


ADRAMUS, or ADRANUS, the Phoenician, 
was the reputed father of the gods Palioi ; for 
the reader will hardly assent to the ridiculous 
error of those, who are of ojrinion, that i^ ought 
to be read in Hetychius Adrian, instead of A- 
dranus, as if the Roman emperor, who was not 
deified till forty years after the coining of Christ, 
could be the father of those ancient divinities, 
whose worship ^as celebrated in Sicily many 
ages before he was born,aiid gave his nametothe 
river, which was known by it long before. This 
Adranus, whom Hesychius makes the father of 
the Palici, contrary to the opinion of Aeschy- 
lus and others, who assert they were Jupiter’s 
sons, is a god unknoWn out of Sicily ; and thus 
there is reason to think, that he was the same 
Adramelech who is meiitioiied in the Book of 
Kings, and whose name imports a magnificent 
king, as observed under the article Adramelech', 
and that his worship, as also that of the Palici, 
was brought into that island by the Syrian or 
Phoenician colonies which settled there. Most 
authors maintain, that the nymph Thalia bore 
the Palici to Jupiter. See Thalia, Paltcia. I'his 
god 18 sometimes called Adramus, and the>clty 
Adrama in Sicily was particularly consecrated 
to him, though he was held in high vewration 
in the whole island 

ADR AST A, a nymph, one of the nurses of Jupiter. 

ADRASTEA, or ADRASTIA, an epithet oi the 
goddess Nemesis, daughter of Jupiter and Ne- 
cessity, from Adrastus, king of Argos, who 
first erected a temple to this deity. 

There was a Nymph, and likewise an attendant 
of Helen, so called. 

ADRASTIA CERT AMINA, a kind of Pythian 
games, instituted by Adrastus king of Argos, 
in honour of Apollo, at Sicyon. These are to 
be distinguished from the Pythian games cele- 
brated at Delphi 

ADRASTUS, king of Argos, son of Talaiis and 
Lysianassa, daughter of Polybius, king of Si- 
cyon, acquired great fame in the celebrated 

. war of Thebes, by engaging to support the 
rights of Polynices his son-in-law, who had been 
excluded from the sovereignty by Eteocles his 
brother, notwithstanding theirreciprocal agree- 
ment. Adrastus (followed by Polynices and 
Tydeus, his other son-in-law, Capaneus and 
Hippomedon his sister’s sons, Amphiaraus his 
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lurQther-InJaw, and Parthenopaeus) inarched 
againrt the city of Thebes in Boeotia. This 
war was called the Expedition of the Seven 
Worthies, on account of its being condudted by 
seven princes, including Adrastus, who was at 
their head. These were all killed at the siege, 
which happened about 1251 years before the 
Christian era, except Adrastus, who was saved 
by his horse Arum [[See Arum.'2 This war 
was followed by some others ; for Adrastus'be- 
ing denied the bodies of such Argives as fell be- 
fore Thebes, applied for succour to the Athe- 
nians, who, under Theseus their leader, forced 
the new king of Thebes to comply with Adras- 
tus’ request However, this concession did not 
terminate the war , for the sons of those war- 
riors who had been so unsuccessful in the first 
expedition, undertook a second, ten years af- 
ter, called the war of the Epigones (on account 
of its being conducted by those who survived 
their fathers) which ended w ith taking and pi un - 
dering Thebes. In this war none of the chiefs | 
lost their lives, Aeglaleus excepted, son of A- j 
drastus, which was a kind of compensation made 
by Fortune. Adrastus, very much weakened 
hy age, was so sensibly affe^led at the loss of 
his son, that he died of grief in Megara, as he ' 
was leading back the vidlorious army ; which 
proves that he was personally present in the se- 
cond expedition, though few writers take no- 
tice of this circumstance The citizens of Me- 
gara paid great honours to his memcN'y, which 
were still outdone by those of the Sicyonians, 
who eredted a mausoleum to him in the middle 
of the great square of their city, and instituted 
festivals and sacrifices to his honour, which were 
celebrated annually with great pomp. Adras- 
tus inherited the crown of Sicyon, from Poly- 
bius, his maternal uncle, to whom he once 
fled for refuge, after having been forced to leave 
Argos by Amphiaraus. During his reign the 
city of Sicyon became very famous, by his in- 
stituting the Pythian games in it. Some writers 
say, that Sicyon was his hereditary kingdom, 
and that he obtained that of Argos by eledlion, 
so great being his mental endowments, that the 
Argives besought him to govern them, and to 
civilize their savage manners It is commonly 
said he had but two daughters, Orgia or Ar- 
gia, wife of Polynices, and Deiphyle, wife of 


Tydeus ; but he had also a third daughter, Ae- 
gealia, wife of Diomedes, and two sons, Arge- 
aleus and Cyanippus. Argia and Deiphyle w dre 
married by an odd adventure Adrastus having 
consulted the oracle of Apollo, learned that his 
two daughters were to be united, the one to a 
boar, the other to a lion. Sometime after Po- 
lynices and Tydeus arrived at his court, the 
one coveied with a lion’s skin, as being a The- 
ban, and valuing himself upon wearing the e- 
quipage of Hercules , the other, the son of Oe- 
neus king of Calydon, wearing the skin of a 
boar, in memory of that w hich his brother Me- 
leager had slam. Adrastus made no doubt but 
that this was the true sense of the oracle, and 
accordingly gave them his daughters Some 
authors relate, that Adrastus was the first who 
built a temple in honour of the goddess Neme- 
sis, and that she was thence called Adrastea , 
but it is probable they confound him with an- 
other Adrastus ; for he who raised the first al- 
tar to that goddess, built it on the banks of the 
Aesopus, a river in Phrygia, and it does not 
appear that the Adrastus of this article was ever 
in Asia, although we meet with a king of this 
name in Phrygia, at the time of the siege of 
Troy It will therefore be more reasonable to 
ascribe the establishment of this worship of Ne- 
mesis, to an Asiatic prince called Adrastus, 
than to that king of Argos of the same name, 
of whom we here treat 

ADRASTUS, son of Merops, and brother of Am- 
phius, led their troops in favour of T roy . Both, 
slighting the premonitions of their father, fell 
before the city , Arnphiusby the hand of Ajax, 
and Adrastus by that of Patroclus. Another 
Adroitus, king of the Doiians, was killed for 
his perfidy, by Telemachus There was also 
an Adrastus, son of Midas, who, having acci- 
dentally killed Atys the sou of Croesus, slew 
himself on the tomb of Atys through grief, not- 
withstanding that Croesus had forgiven him. 

ADREUS, the god that piesides over the ripen- 
ing of grain. 

ADROPHONOS, a name of Venus. See Lau. 

ADSIDELTA, the table at which the Flamens 
sat during their sacrifices 

ADULTUS, in the rights of marriage, Jupiter 
was invoked under this title, and Juno under 
that of Adulta. ^ 
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ADYTUM, a secret or retired place in the Pa- 

S an temples, where oracles were given, and 
ito which none but the priests were admitted 
The word, originally Greek, signifies tnat ces- 
stble. 

AEA, a virgin fond of hunting Being very de- 
sirous to avoid the courtship of Phasis, she pray- 
ed the gods to assist her, upon which they chang- 
ed her into an island of the same name. This 
fable arose from the island Aea being encom- 
passed by the river Phasis. 

AEACEA, solemn feasts and cimibats celebrated 
in Aegina, to the honour Qf Aeacus, who had 
been king, and who, upon account of his sin- 
gular justice while on earth, was believed to 
have been appointed a judge in hell * See 
Aeacus. 

AEACIDES, in Grecian antiquity, the descen- 
dants of Aeacus so called Achilles the grand- 
son, and Pyrrhus the great grandson of Aeacus 
were thus called, as was Phocus or Peleus his 
son. 

AEACUS, son of Jupiter and Aegina, daughter 
of Asopus king of Boeotia, was king of Oeno- 
pia, which, from his mother’s name, he called 
Aegina It is fabled that Jupiter ingratiated 
himself with Aegina under the semblance ot 
fire. The inhabitants of Aegina being destroy- 
ed by a plague, Aeacus prayed to his father 
that by some means he would repair the loss 
of his subjects, upon which Jupiter, in com- 
passion, changed all the ants within a hol- 
low tree into men and women, who, from a 
Greek word signifying ants, were called Myr- 
nudons, and a61ually vere so industrious a 
people as to become famous for their ships 
and navigation The meaning of which fable 
is this : The pirates having destroyed the inha- 
bitants of the island, excepting a few, who hid 
themselves in caves and holes for fear of a like 
fate, Aeacus drew them out of their retreats, 
and encouraged them to build houses, and sow 
corn ; taught them military discipline, and how- 
to fit out and navigate fleets, and to appear not 
like ants in holes, but on the theatre of the 
world, like men and mariners. His charadler 
for justice was such, that in a time of universal 
drought he was nominated by the Delphic ora- 
cle to intercede for Greece, and his prayers 
were heard. The Pagan world also believed that 


Aeacus, on account'of his impartial justice, wa» 
chosen by Pluto, with Minos and Rhadanian- 
thus, ofle of the three judges of the dead, and 
that It was his province to judge the Europeans, 
in which capacity he held a plain rodas a badge 
of his office Aeacus had three sons, Phocus 
by Psamathe, daughter of Nereus, sister of 
Thetis, and Telemon and Peleus by Elndeis, 
daughter of Chiron See Myrmidons 

AEACUS, brother to Polyclea, both of whom 
w ere descended from Hercules The oracle hav- 
ing declared, that which soever of them first set 
foot on land, after passing the river Achelous, 
should enjoy the city and kingdom, Polyclea 
feigned herself lame, and desired her brother 
to carry her over ; but on coming near the shore 
she leaped from his back, while he was yet in 
the water, crying, " Brother, the kingdom is 
" mine by the decision of the oracle i” Her 
brother commended her wit, married her, and 
they reigned together 

AECASTOR There was a temple dedicated to 
Castor and Pollux, in the Forum at Rome ; for 
it was believed, that in the perilous conflidl of 
the Romans with the Latins, they assisted the 
Romans riding upon white horses. Hence came 
that form of swearing by the Temple of Castor, 
which women only used, saying, Aecastor, that 
is, aede Castons. 

AEDEPOL, for the reasons assigned in the pre- 
ceding article, was an oath among the Roman 
people ; but with this difference, that women 
only used Aecastor, 'viYuht Aedepol was common 
to either sex. 

AEDES, in Roman antiquity, besides its more 
ordinary signification, of a house, or that part 
where the family ate, was also used for an infe- 
rior kind of teftiple, consecrated to some deity, 
though not by the Augurs. In Rome there 
were many of these, viz. the Aedes Hercults, 
Aedes Fortunae, Aedes Pacts, &c. 

AEDICULA, the word denotes the inner part of 
the temple, where the altar and statue of the 
deity stood. » 

AEDITUA, a female belonging to the temples of 
the goddesses, who had the same office with the 
Aedituus in the temple of the gods. 

AEDITUUS, an officer in the temple of the gods 
who had the care of the oflferings, treasure, and 
sacred utensils. 
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AEDO^ or AEDON- Pandareus, son of Morops, 
had three daughters, Meiope, Cleothei*a, and 
Aedo, which last, being the eldest, was mar- 
ried to Zethas, brother of Ainphion, by whom 
she had but one son, named Itylus Envying 
the numerous progeny of hei sister-in-law Nio- 
be, Aedo resolved to kill the eldest of her ne- 
phe\\s; and as her son was brought up with his 
coubin, and slept with him, she gave him notice 
to change his bed the night she was to commit 
the crime The young Itylus, forgetting his 
mother’s orders, was slain by her, instead of his 
cousin. Aedo, lamenting her error, would have 
died of grief, had not the gods in compassion 
turned her into a goldfinch, some say a nightin- 
gale, to sing her child’s dirge Homer touches 
upon this story, and adds, that after the gods 
had made Aedo’s two sisters, Merope and Cleo- 
thera orphans, by cutting off their parents, they 
w ere carried away by the Harpies, who delivered 
them uptothe F iiries at thetimethey w ere toliave 
been married AntoninusLiberali8,upontheau- 
thority of Nicander, relates the follow ing adven- 
ture Pandareus of Ephesus, had tw o daughters, 
the one named Aedon, whom he married to Po- 
lytechnus of the city of Colophon in Lydia, the 
other called Chelidonia The new-married cou- 
ple were happy while they reverenced the gods, 
but having boasted one day that they loved one 
another better than Jupiter and Juno, the god- 
dess, provoked at then language, sent Discoi d 
to create enmity between them. Polytcchnus 
went to the court of his father-in-law , to ask of 
him Chelidonia, whom her sister longed to see, 
and having led her into a wood, ravished hei 
She in revenge, informed Aedon of the insult 
he had offered to her, and both of them resolved 
to make the husband eat Itys his son. Poly- 
technus, apprized of this horrid design, puisued 
his wife and sister-in-law to the court of Panda- 
reus their father, whither they had repaired ; 
and having first secured him in chains, rubbed 
his, body over with honey, and exposed him 
in the open fields. Aedon hastened to her fa- 
ther, and strove to keep off the flies and other 
insets that annoyed him , but this laudable ac- 
tion being construed by her husband into a crime, 
he was proceeding to put hw to death ; when 
Jupiter, moved at the misfortunes of the family, 
jtranirfbrmed them all into birds. This last fa- 
Koi. L 


ble is nearly similar to that of Tereus, Itys, 
Progne, and Philomela 

AEOEN, or AEA, an island in the Tyrrehene-s&, 
where Circe dwelt, and Aurora lodged. From 
this island Circe obtained the appellative of Aea, 
which was also the name of the chief city of Col- 
chis, situate near the river P basis. Accoiding 
to Valerius Flaccus, Aea was a huntress, whom 
Phasis fell in love with, and who, os he pursued 
her, was changed into an island 

AEETIAS, or AEETES, king of Cholchiadur- 
ing the Argonautic expedition, was son of Per- 
seis by the Sun, brother of Circe, husband of 
Idyaia, daughter of Oceanus, and father of Ab- 
syrtus, Calciope, and Medea, mother of Medus 
by Jason. Some authors make him also father 
of Pasiphae, and grandfathei of Phaedra, the 
dissolute wives of Mnios and Theseus. Banier 
thinks, with many of the ancients, that Aeetes 
was slain in an engagement on the Euxiiie sea, 
lietwixt the Colchian fleet and that ot the Ar- 
gonauts under Jason It must lieobsei^ed that 
theic were two kings of Colthis of the name of 
Aeetes, as well as two Ciices, the fimt liaving 
reigned in the time of the Aigoiiauts, and the 
second alter the war of I'roy. Aeetes the first, 
was brothel of C'lrce by the Sun , Aeetes the 
second, biqther of the second Ciice, daughter 
ot the foiinei, and grand-daughter of Helms j 
she w ho 1 eigiied ovei the co.ists of Italy, and at 
whose court Ulysses alxidc, about the time of 
the Trojan wai Sec 'Jawn, Ebryxui, CaUwpe, 
Goldin Fleece. 

AEETIAS, oi AEETIS, the patronymic appel- 
lation of Medea, as was Aeetiusof Absyrtusher 
brother. 

AEGA, a nymph, daughter ot Olenus, and nurse 
to Jupiter, who, after hei death, was translated 
to heaven, and made the stai* still called the 
Goat 

AEGEA, an Amazonian, from whom the sea in 
which she was di owned, is said to have been 
called the Aegean 

AEGEALEA, or AEGiALlA, daughter of A- 
drastus king of Argos, sister of Argia and Dei- 
phyle, and wife of Diomedes, was so infamously 
lewd, that one of Ovid’s imprecations against a 
man whom he mortally hated, was to wish him 
such a wife Venus, out of revenge to Dio- 
piedes, who had wounded her at the siege of 
D 
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Troy, fired Aegealea his wife with the most in- 
fatuated passion , but she was particularly at- 
tached to Cometes, the son of Sthenelus, to w hom 
Diomedes had left the care of his household, and 
government of his kingdom. This woman not 
only disgraced her husband, but conspired a- 
gainst his life upon his return to Argos, and he 
narrowly escaped assasination, by fiying for 
sandluary to the temple of J uno. It is said, that 
after this, Diomedes withdrew into Italy, and 
resolved never more to return to his kingdom. 
See Dwmedes. 

AEGEALEUS, son of Adrastus, king of Argos, 
lost his life in the second Theban war. This 
brought Adrastus to his grave. It is remarka- 
ble, that as in the first war all the leaders of the 
Argives died, except Adrastus, so m the second, 
no person of distin^ion fell on their side, except 
Aegealeus, his son 

There was another Aegealeus, Aegtaleus, or Egia- 
teas, king of Sicyon, who, according to Apol- 
lodorus, was son of Inachus, and brother of Pho- 
roneuB According to Scaliger, the two dynas- 
ties of the piinces of Sicyon (that of the kings, 
who are in all twenty-six, and that of the priests 
of Carnaean Apollo, to the number of seventeen ) 
lasted 893, oi according to M. Fourmont, 992 
years ; so that the kingdom of Sicyon commen- 
ced 1351 years before tlie first Olympiad, 927 be- 
fore the Trojan war, and about 2000 years be- 
fore the Christian era. The Sicyonians, ac- 
cording to Pausanias, gave the following account 
of their original Aegealeus, say they, a native 
of their own country, was their first king, under 
whose reign that part of the Peloponneus, w hich 
is called at this day Egiate, received its present 
denomination. In that country he built in the 
open field the city, Egialea, with a citadel which 
covered all the ground whereon the temple of 
Minerva now stands Aegealeus was the father 

of Europs, of whom was bom Telchis, whose 
son was Apis, Ac. If it should be asked whence 
rame this Aegealeus, whose original is not given 
by Pausanias, we may answer, that he came 
from some foreign country ; from Phoenicia, as 
Inachus, or from Egypt as Danaus. 

AEGEON, a giant, son of Aether, Titan, or Coe- 
lus, and Terra. According to Homer, he was 
called Aegeon on earth, and Brtareus in heaven. 
Virgil represents him as having a hundred hands. 


fifty heads, and as many mouths breathing fire. 
Having farmed a conspiracy with the other gi- 
ants against Jupiter, he was thrust beneath Aet- 
na, which, as often as he moved, threw forth 
fire He is represented, however, as having 
been of signal service to Jupiter, when Juno, 
Pallas, Neptune, and the other deities attempted 
to dethrone him ; and, on this account, was 
not only forgiven his former offence, but, toge- 
ther with Gyges and Cottus, appointed a satel- 
lite to the god Solmus relates, that divine ho- 
nours were paid him by the Carystes, under the 
name of Briareus, and by the Chalcidenses un- 
der that of Aegeon. 

AEGERIA See Egerta 

AEGEUS, the ninth king of Athens, son of Pan- 
dion, father of Theseus, and brother of Nisus, 
Pallas, and Lycus, was descended from Erec- 
theus or Enchthonius, one of the ancient kings 
of Athens It is said that Aegeus, being desi- 
rous of children, and consulting the Delphic 
oracle, received that celebrated answer, which 
forbade him the society of any woman bttore 
his return to Athens , but the oracle being ob- 
scurely expressed, he went to 'Froezene, and 
communicated to the sage Pittheus, the wisest 
man then in Greece, the answer of the god 
Pittheus, when he heard the oracle, introduced 
Aegeus to his daughter Aethra, and some au.- 
thors say, he privately gave her m marriage to 
him. Aegeus, on his departure, left a sword 
and a pair of sandals, with the daughter of Pit- 
theus, hiding them under a great stone that had 
a hollow exaftly fitting them, and, making Iier 
only privy to it, eiyomed her that if she should 
have a son by him, who, when grown up, could 
laise the stone, and take away what he had de- 
posited under it, she should send the young 
man to him with them, as secretly as possible ; 
for he was much afraid some plot would be form- 
ed against him by the Pallantidae, or fifty sons 
of his brother Pallas, who despised Aegeus for 
his want of children. Aethra happened to be 
delivered of a boy, whom some report that she 
named i heseus, though others say, that he did 
not receive this name till he arrived at Athens, 
and was acknowledged by Aegeus for his son. 
The Athenians having basely killed Androgeos, 
son of Minos, king of Crete, in the reign of Ae- 
geus, for carrying away the prize in the games. 
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Minos made war ujxm the Athenians, and being 
vk'Ioi lous, imposed this severe condition on Ae- 
geus, that he should annually send into Crete 
seven ol the noblest youths of Athens, chosen 
by lot, to be devoured by the Minotaur. On 
the fourth year of this tribute, the choice fell 
on 'I heseus, or as others say, he himself entreat- 
ed to . e sent. The good king, at the departui e of 
his sou. gave orders, that as the ship vt hich trans- 
ported the youths to Crete sailed under black 
sails, she should return with the same in case 
Theseus perished ; but, if he came back victo- 
rious, the sails were to be changed for white 
The event was fortunate for Theseus (who slew 
the Minotaur, and escaped out of the inextrica- 
ble labyrinth in which that monster was con- 
fined, by the help of Ariadne) but proved the 
reverse to Aegeus ; for Theseus having neg- 
le^ed his instructions, the old king, who im- 
patiently waiting his son’s return, went daily 
to the top of a high rock that overlooked the 
ocean, to observe the ships as they approached 
the shore, at last, on discovering the sable sails, 
threw himself into the sea, which from him was 
called the Aegean . T he Athenians decreed Ae- 
geus divine honours, and sacrificed to him as a 
marine deity, the adopted son of Neptune 
AEGIBOLIUM, TAUROBOLIUM, CRIOBO- 
LIUM, were expiatory sacrifices, of which no 
mention occurs till the second century The 
ceremonial of these expiations hath been trans- 
mitted by the poet Prudentius. He informs 
us, that the Pagan priests excavated a pit, into 
which the sovereign pontiff descended, invested 
with all the attributes of his function. The 
hole was then covered with planks, perforated 
in different places, so as that the blood of the 
goat, bull, or ram, which was sacrificed, might 
run through upon the pontiff beneath , who, 
after this aspersion, ascended reeking with the 
blood of the victim. Being thus sanCtified, he 
preserved, as long as'ipossible, these offensive 
vestments, to confirm the efficacy of the sacri- 
fice on himself, and afterwards suspended them 
in the temple to communicate their virtue to 
all who might have the happiness to touch 
them. The privilege of offering this sacrifice 
was not peculiar to the sovereign pontiff- all 
who presented themselves for initiation into 
the Hysterics, might oflfer a goat, a bull, or a 


ram, and receive on their garments the di op- 
ping of their blood. But, whoever, by these 
expiations, was ambitious of obtaining a mys- 
tical regrneratioi^ was compelled to undergo 
t)ie most painful trials, and none but such as 
sustained them with firmness, were admitted 
into the mysteries. After initiation, they were 
obliged to maintain a conduCf of the most un- 
relenting virtue, and to be above the allure- 
ments of sense. Their vestments, stained with 
the blood of the viCfim, excited the most pio- 
found veneration , w ere accounted to increase 
in holiness in projjortion as they became more 
ragged ; and, when they would no longer hang 
together, were suspended on some column of 
the temple. These sacrifices were renewed 
every twenty years, when the penances of the 
noviciate were again repeated, and not fewer 
than eighty kinds were gone through, before he 
could iiecome an adept in the mysteries of the 
god Afrfi&ra.-— When the ( aesars, to render their 
.autliority more respected, had taken the censor 
into their hands as well as the sceptre, they dis- 
dained the investiture of the bloody garments. 
To avoid, therefore, such disgusting ceremo- 
nies, they established subaltern pontiffs te 
cringe under the details of the ritual The 
earliest Christian emperors despised not the 
pontifical robe Gratian was the first who 
threw off the badges of paganism , for, though 
he retained the title of sovereign -pontiff, he 
performed no part of its funflions 

AEX5IDES, a name of Theseus, son of Aegeus. 

AEGIMIUS, the name of a man who lived two 
centuries. 

AEGINA, daughter of Asopus king of Boeotia, 
was beloved by Jupiter, who seduced her in the 
similitude of a lambent flume, and after she had 
been delivered of Aeacus and Rhadamanthus, 
carried her from Epidaurus to a desert island 
called Oenope, to which she gave her own 
name. To this may be added the fables im- 
porting that Jupiter, to save her from the ven- 
geance of her father, who made strid search 
after her, transformed her into an island ; which 
signifies, that he concealed her in an idand of 
the Saronic gulf, now Lepanta, and once called 
the iriand of Aegina. 

A^INAl'ES, the inhabitants of the idand Ae- 
gina, who wereafterwardscalledtheMyrmidons. 
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AEGIOCHUS, an appellation given by Homer 
and others to Jupiter, either because he was 
cherished by a goat, or because his buckler was 
covered with a goat’s skin. 

AEXjIP AN, a denomination given to the god Pan, 
because he was represented with the -•horns, 
legs, feet, &c. of a goat. The ancients also 
gave the “^ame hame to a sort of monsters men- 
tioned by Pliny, Solinus, &c. Salmasius, in his 
notes on Solinus, takes Aegipan to have signi- 
fied the same in Libya with Salvanus among 
the Romans Vossius rejects this opinion, and 
shews that these creatures had not faces like 
men, as the Sylvans had, but like goats. The 
monster represented on some medals of Au- 
gustus, by antiquaries, called Capneomus, and 
which has the fore part of a goat, and the hind 
part of a fish, appears to be the true Aegipan 
AEG IRA, one of the Hamadryads 
AEGIS, the shield or buckler of Jupiter. The 
goat Amalthea, which had suckled Jove, being 
dead, that god is said to have covered his buck- 
ler with the skin thereof, whence the appella- 
tion Aegis, from «»E a she-goat Jupiter 
afterwards restoi mg the goat to life, covered 
It with a new skin, and placed it among the 
stars This bucklei, which was the work of 
Vulcan, he gave to Minerva, who having 
killed the Goigon Medusa, nailed her head 
to the middle of the Aegis, which henceforth 
possessed the faculty of converting into stone all 
who beheld it, as Medusa herself had while 
alive Some take the Aegis not to have been 
a buckler, but a cuirass or breast-plate, and it 
is certain, that the Aegis of Mineiva, described 
by Virgil, Aen viii v. 485, must have been a 
cuirass, since the poet says expressly, that Me- 
dusa’s head was on the breast of the goddess ; 
but the Aegis of Jupiter, mentioned ver 854, 
aeems to have been a buckler, and not a cuirass 
Servius makes the same distindlion on these two 
passages of Virgil, for he takes the Aegis in 
ver 854, for the buckler of Jupiter, covered 
with the sk’n of the goat Amalthea, and by the 
Aegis, in ver. 485, he understands that piece 
of armour, which, iit speaking of men, is called 
th«61utr05«, and speaking of the gods. Aegis 
Though this word signifies a she goat, and the 
Aegis is commonly thought to have been the 
skin ot that animal, yet some authors are per- 


suaded that it was the spoil of a monster named 
Aegis, which vomited fire, and after having 
made a vast havock in Phrygia, Phoenicia, 
Egypt, and Libya, was destroyed by Minerva, 
who invested her buckler with its skin 
AEGISTHUS, was son of Thyestes, by his own 
daughter Pelopeia, whom having found in a 
grove consecrated to Minerva, he violated with- 
out knowing Servius upon the Aeneid, and 
La6tantius upon the Thebaid, say he committed 
this crime wittingly, because an oracle had 
foretold him that he should have a son by her 
who would revenge his injuries. Aegisthus 
was the fruit of this unnatural commerce, which 
to conceal, it is said she exposed her son in the 
woods, where some say he was found by a 
shepherd, who brought him up, others, that 
he was suckled by a goat, whence he obtained 
the name of Aegisthus. Some time after the 
death of Aerope, daughter ot Eurystheus, king 
of Argos, and wife ot Abreus, Abreus mariied 
the same Pelopeia, who was his niece, and e- 
ducated the young Aegisthus, whom he had 
brought to his court, with Menelaus and Aga- 
memnon, as we learn from Pausanias and Hy- 
gmus They, having found at Delphi their 
uncle Thyestes, introduced him to their father, 
who threw him into prison, and sent Aegisthus 
to kill him ; but Thyestes having spied m his 
hands the sword which Pelopeu had snatched 
from him when he was going out of the sacred 
grove, after the violence he had offered to hei, 
found him to be his son His daughter coming 
up, no sooner discovered the incest of her fathei , 
than she fell upon that same sword, and Aegis- 
thus cai ried it all bloody to Atreus, who, in the 
belief that he had gotten rid of his bi other, 
went to offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving, dur- 
ing whicl^ Aegisthus slew him, and delivered 
his father Thyestes out of prison Thus Thy- 
estes ascended the throne of Argos, and ba- 
nished his two nepheO^s Agamemnon and Me- 
nelaus, sons of Atreus (at least his sons accord- 
ing to common opinion, for it must be noticed, 
that there are several authors, amongst w horn 
are Eusebius and Scaliger, who believe, and 
that with apparent reason, that they were not 
the sons of that prince, but of Plisthenes his 
brother) 1 hese young princes having repair- 
ed to the court of Folypbides king of Sicyon, 
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he sent them to Oeneus king of Oechalia, who 
generously married them to the two daughters 
of Tyndarus king of Sparta, Clytemnestr.., and 
Helen. With the assistance of their father-in- 
law, Agamemnon recovered the throne of Ar- 
gos, banishing Thyestes to the island of Cythe- 
ra, and'Menelaus succeeded Tyndarus on the 
throne of Sparta. About this time, Agamem- 
non being obliged to leave his court, and as- 
sume the command of the Grecian army against 
Troy, was heartily reconciled to his cousin 
Aegisthus, pardoned him for the death of his 
father, and even left him the care of Clytem- 
nestra his wife, and his three children, Orestes, 
Iphigenia, and Ele6tra ; appointing only a cer- 
tain singer his sole confidant, to overlook their 
conduct Aegisthus, having seduced the affec- 
tions ofClytemnebtra, took off the vigilant guar- 
dian The intercourse of these guilty paramours 
became now so public, that Agamemnon hear- 
ing it as he lay before Troy, resolved to be re- 
venged at his return. But this his wife pre- 
vented, by killing him as soon as he arrived, 
together with Cassandra her rival, and the twin 
children of Agamemnon. The faithless Cly- 
temnestra now married Aegisthus, and set the 
crown of Mycenae upon his head, which he 
wore for seven years. In this sanguinary tra- 
gedy the young Orestes must have also fallen, 
had not his sister Ele^lra secretly conveyed him 
to the court of his uncle Strophius, king of Pho- 
cis, who had married the sister of Agamemnon. 
Some years after, Orestes having formed the 
design of revenging his father's death, left the 
court of Strophius in company with Pylades, 
son of that prince, his faithful friend and com- 
panion, entered secretly into Mycenae, and 
concealed himself at the house of Ele6tra (called 
by Homer, Laodice), whom Aegisthus had mar- 
ried to a man of mean extra6iion, that he might 
have nothing to fear from his resentment. Elec- 
tra first spread a report through Mycenae of 
Orestes’ death, at which Aegisthus and Clytem- 
nestra were so overjoyed, that they went direct- 
ly to the temple of Apollo, to give thanks to 
the gods for this agreeable news. Orestes fol- 
lowed them thither with his band of friends, 
and after ordering the guards to be seized, slew 
his unhappy mother and her guilty paramour 
with his own hands. They were interred with- 


out the city, not having been deemed worthy 
of a funeral, as Pausanias remarks, in the same 
place with Agamemnon, and those who had 
been slain with him. Homer does not expressly 
relate that Orestes killed Clytemnestra, but he 
implies as much, by saying that Orestes made 
a funeral least for them both. — Pompey used to 
call Julius Caesar Aegisthus, on account of his 
having corrupted his wife Mutia, whom he af- 
terwards put away, though she had three chil- 
dren by him 

AEGLE, one of the three daughters of Hesperus, 
who went by the general name of Hesperides, 
Also the name of one of Aesculapius’ four 
daughters by Epione, whom some call Lam- 
petia. 

AEGOBOLIUM, from the copy of an ancient 
inscription in which were the words crwbolum 
et aemoholium movtt. Reinesius supposes aemo- 
bolium to have been a corruption of aegobolium, 
and is followed by Van Dale , but De Boze con- 
tends thataembolmm is the genuine reading, and 
means no more than an tffuston of blood. See 
Aegibolium. 

AEGOBOLUS. Bacchus was worshipped by this 
name in Potnia, for the following reason As 
the inhabitants were once celebrating the feasts 
of this god, in the heat of their orgies they 
quarrelled, and killed one of his priests ; upon 
which Bacchus sent a pestilence among them. 
The Potmans consulting the oracle, were ad- 
vised to sacrifice annually one of their hand- 
somest boys to the god, which having done for 
several years, Bacchus at length accepted a goat, 
as a substitute 

AEGOCEROS, a monster into which Pan trans- 
formed himself, when with the rest of the gods 
he fled from Typhon. Jupiter for his subtilty 
placed him among the stars 

AEGON, the name of a shepherd 

AEGOPHAGA, or AEGOPHAGE, name of Ju- 
no among the Lacedemonians, from the goat 
which Hercules sacrificed to her. 

AEGOSPOTAMUS, a river in Thrace, where is 
shewn a large stone, which Anaxagoras fore- 
told would fall out of the sun. 

AEGYPIUS, an inhabitant of the remotest part 
of Thessaly, son of Antheus and Bulls, having 
prevailed upon Timandra, the most beautiful 
woman of her time, by dmt of money, to visit 
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him, her son Neophron, shocked at so flagitious 
a bargain, corrupted Bulib, and having learned 
the place of assignation, substituted the mother 
of Aegypius in the room of his own. Aegypius 
hastened to receive Timandra, but, contrary to 
expectation, wa.s met by Bulis. Their horror 
was mutual, and would have occasioned their 
death, but Jupiter changed Aegypius and Neo- 
phron into vultures, Bulis into a didapper, and 
Timandra into a sparrow-hawk. 

AEGYPTIUS. A sage of Ithaca, father of Ero- 
nymus, Antiphus, &c. A surname also of Ju- 
piter among the Greeks, who sometimes con- 
founded him with Osins. 

AEGYPTUS, authors differ widely in their ac- 
counts of the descent of this fabulous character 
Some leave us in the dark as to his mother, but 
affirm him to have been the son of Vulcan, by 
some heroine or goddess; whom others name 
Aglaia, one of the Graces. But tins genealogy 
is however reprobated, and Aegyptus is gene- 
rally said to have been the son of Belus, and 
brother of Danaus. Be that as it might, from 
this Aegyptus the kingdom of Egypt seems to 
have derived its name. Aegyptus had fifty 
sons, who were married to the fifty daughters of 
his brother Danaus. See Danatdes, Danaus, 
Beltdes. 

AELLO, one of the Harpies. See Harpies. Also, 
one of ACtaeon’s dogs. 

AELURUS, the god-Cat, or deity worshipped by 
the ancient Egyptians, was represented some- 
times like a cat, and sometimes like a man with 
a cat’s head. They had likewise their goddess 
Cat, represented under the figure of a woman 
with a cat’s head The Egyptians regarded this 
animal m so superstitious a manner, that the 
killing it, whether by accident or design, was 
punished with death. Diodorus relates, that a 
Roman having accidentally killed a cat, the po- 
pulace beset his house in great fury, and neither 
the authority of the king, who immediately 
sent his guards, nor reaped to the Roman rank, 
could save him He tells us likewise, that 
in time of extreme famine, they chose rather 
to eat one another than touch these sacred ani- 
mals. 

AEMOCHARES, from cuitoxafnt, an epithet of 
Mars, signifying rejomng m blood. 

AEMON, youngest son of Creon, to whom An- 


tigone was betrothed, but never married, Ae- 
mon, according to Ovid, being slain by the 
Sphinx, while Antigone followed her father in 
exile. Projiertius however says, that Aemon 
slew himsell at Antigone’s tomb. 

AEMON I A, 1 hessaly so called by the Poets, from 
Aemon one of its kings. It was a countiy fa- 
mous tor magic, which Ovid stiles the Aemonian 
art, and the constellation Sagittarius he rlia- 
raCterises by the bow of the Aenumtan, because 
Chiron lived in Thessaly. 

AEMONIDES, priest of Apollo and Diana. Vir- 
gil introduces him in the tenth Aeneid on the 
party of the Latins. He is slain in his pontifi- 
cals by Aeneas, in the same book. 

AEMONIUS juvenii, Jason, the son of Aeson, 
king of Thessaly. 

AEMUS, a king mentioned in the sixth book of 
Ovid’s Metamorphosis, was with his wife Rho- 
do})e, transformed into a mountain, for assum- 
ing the names of Jupiter and Juno. 

AENEADA, the Trojans, thus called from Ae- 
neas, and sometimes the Romans, as descended 
from the Trojans 

AENEADES, Julus or Ascanius the smi of Ae- 
neas. 

AENEAS, a celebrated Trojan prince, son of An- 
chises and V enus. In the T rojan war he headed 
the Dai dan forces, and, at the destrudion of 
Troy, rescued his aged father, by carrying him 
away on his shoulders. Through his solicitude, 
however, for his son Ascanius and his household 
gods, he lost his wife Creusa, daughter of king 
Priam, getting on ship-board, with his adhe- 
rdhts whom he assembled on Mount Ida. He 
landed, after having been long tossed at sea, in 
Africa, where he was kindly received by queen 
Dido; but forsaking her, he proceeded to Italy, 
married Lavinia daughter of king Latinus, and 
defeated Tumus, to whom that princess had been 
contraded. After the death of his father-in- 
law, Aeneas was made king of the Latins, over 
whom he reigned three years ; but joining with 
the Aborigines, he was slain, according to some 
authors, in a battle against the Tuscans. O- 
thers notwithstanding, relate his story thus:— 
Tros, king of Troy, had two sons, Uus and Assa- 
racus, and the latter a son named Capis, who 
was father to Anchises, and grand-father to Ae- 
neas: thus he was of the blood royal by the fa» 
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ther*fl (ude, and in ojHnion of moat of the ancients 
the goddess Venus was his mother. Anchises 
lived till the age of eighty. Virgil makes him 
to have died at Drephaiium in Sicily, Pausanias 
in Arcadia, but Dion Halicarnassus and others 
bring him as far as Italy, where, according to 
them, he ended his days. Aaieas was educat- 
ed m the country till put under the diredlion of 
a governor, some years after which, king Priam 
gave him his daughter Creusa in marriage , by 
whom he had a son named lulus or Ascanius. 
Among the achievements of Achilles during the 
siege of Troy, as related by Homer, he is said 
to have fought with Aeneas, but that Neptune 
earned him off from the combat. Aeneas di- 
stinguished himself particularly in the night the 
city was taken , he entered into I'roy, and de- 
fended it to the last, but when he perceived the 
town was no longer tenable, he caused the in- 
habitants to abandon it ; and then issued forth 
himself with the garrison, fighting his way 
through the enemy till he came to Mount Ida, 
the place of rendezvous ; where he formed a 
little army of those who were able to bear arms , 
but the Greeks, not daring to hazard a battle, 
entered into a treaty with the Trojans ; m vir- 
tue of which the latter were permitted to with- 
draw unmolested. Near the city of Antendras, 
at the foot of Mount Ida, Aeneas fitted out a 
fleet of twenty ships, in which having embarked, 
he first arrived in Thrace, where he founded 
the city Aeneia, and peopled it with such as 
he could easily spare Sailing thence he made 
the island Delos, whence Amus the high-priest 
of Apollo gave him a favouiable reception — 
After this, coasting along the island of Cythe- 
ra, he arrived at a cape of the Peloponessus, 
which he called Cynetium, from the name of 
one of his companions buried there ; and having 
entered Greece he quitted the fleet, in order to 
consult the oi ocle of Jupiter at Dodona. It was 
there he found his brother-in-law Helenus, who 
was reputed in that country a gi eat prophet — 
He would have continued his course by the Faro 
of Messina, but was obliged to put into Sicily, 
wheie he assisted Elymus and Egesthes, who 
also came from Phrygia, in building two towns 
of their own name. At length, having depart- 
ed from that island, he happily arrived at Lau- 
rentum, iipon the eoast of Tyrrhenia, near the 


mouth of the Tyber, in the country of the Ab- 
origines. Their king Latmus having raised an 
army against that of Aeneas, he himself made 
up to Aeneas, gave him his hand in token of 
friendship, and the two armies united. The 
remembrance of an oracle, which had foretold 
to Latinus the arrival of some strangers whose 
leader was to be his son-in-law, was the princi- 
pal cause of the advances he made to Aeneas. — 
Having condu6led him to his palace in order to 
confirm, by the stri6fest ties, the alliance which 
he had made with him, and to unite the two na- 
tions for ever, he gave him m marriage his only 
daughter Lavinia, heiress of his crown. Aene- 
as with the assistance of his father-in-law and 
the Latins, built at that time a city which he 
called Lavinium, from the name of his wife.— 
In the mean time this connexion brought upon 
the 1 rojans and Aborigines a common enemy, 
in the person of T urnus king of the Rutilians, 
who had been contracted to Lavmia before Ae- 
neas arrived in that country. Turnus, nephew 
to queen Ainata, the wife of Latinus, young, 
ambitious, and enraged that a stranger should 
be preferred to him, declared war against his 
rival. Aftei a bloody battle the Rutili were 
routed, but Latinus, who commanded m person 
with his son-m-law, fell in the contest. Aeneas 
being now sole master of his father-in-law’s do- 
minions, omitted nothing to disconcert the ef- 
forts of Turnus, who to repair his disgrace, had 
entered into an alliance with the Etiurians, a 
foi midable people. Mezentius, their king, kept 
his court at Caere, or (^ore, a wealthy city, and 
one of the strongest in the country. Aeneas 
having united under him the Trojans and Abo- 
rigines, and the last being as firmly attached to 
him as the first, would not wait to receive the 
enemy in the city, but took the field, and the 
two armies speedily meeting, a furious bat- 
tle ensued, in which Aeneas lost his life. 

His body not being found, it was given out that 
Venus, having purified him in the water of the 
Numicus, near which the battle was fought, had 
raised him to the rank of the gods. A monu- 
ment was creCfed to him on the banks of the 
river, which was subsisting in the time of Livy, 
and where sacrifices were offered to him under 
the name of Jupiter Indiges. This hero died at 
the age of thirty-eight years, and reigned only 
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three. He was succeeded by his son Ascanius^ 
who built the famous city Alba, where his de- 
scendants reigned over the Latin territories until 
Nuniitor, grand-father of Romulus. Virgil 
makes Aeneas contemporary with Dido queen 
of Carthage, and his chronology is justified by 
Sir Isaac Newton , while other great men main- 
tain, that Aeneas was never either in Carthage or 
Italy ,andthathelivedabove three hundred years 
before Dido On the subject of this article, as 
well as of many others of the fabulous age, authors 
vary materially. Some of them, m order to 
deprive the Romans of the glory of this illus- 
trious leader of the Trojans for their founder, 
contend, that Aeneas never came into Italy, 
but reigned in Troas, according to the predic- 
tion, which Homer mentions in ver.307, Iliad 20. 
The passage is considerable, and of great weight 
to demolish the pretensions of the Homans, w ho 
piqued themselves on the conceit of being de- 
scended from Aeneas , for unless we allow that 
Homer, who was an Ionian, put the prcdi6tion 
in this passage into Neptune’s mouth, for no 
other reason, but because he saw the posterity 
of Aeneas still in posaiession of the thioneof the 
Trojans, would he ever have made Neptune, 
who was their dedaied enemy, say this? Thus, 
all that the historians have written of Aeneas’ 
voyage to Italy, may be looked upon as romaiue, 
and having no other tendency but to overthrow 
hntorical truth , since the most ancient of them 
IS several ages later than Homer, who lived only 
about 260 years after the taking of Troy, and 
wrote in the neighbourhood of Phrygia, or at 
no great distance from it. Accordingly, some 
historical writers before Dionysius of Halicar- 
nassus, perceiving the force of this passage in 
Homer, have attempted to explain it consist- 
ently with this table, by saying, thatAenea.s, 
after having been in Italy returned to Troy, 
and there left his son Ascanius Dionysius, not 
satisfied with this improbable solution, took 
another method to preserve to the Romans the 
glory of their descent from the son of Venus, 
interpreting the words, be shall reign over the 
Trojam, to signify, he shall 4reign over the 
Trojans whom he shall carry with him into 
Italy. M'ght not Aeneas, says he, have reign- 
ed over the Trojans, whom he carried into 
Italy, though settled elsewhere ? This historian. 
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who wrote in Rome itself, and under the eye 
of Augustus, was willing to pay his court to 
that prince by explaining this passage of Ho- 
mer, so as to favour the notion with which he 
was intoxicated. Strabo, however, meets the 
question more fairly ; and though he wrote his 
Geography about the beginning of the reign of 
Tilienus, yet firmly asserts the poet to have said, 
and would have us to understand, that Aeneas 
remained at Troy ; that he reigned there, all 
Priam’s race being extin6t, and that he left the 
crown to his children. He also subjoins a plea- 
sant corredlion, which some critics had made 
of Homer’s text, by reading iravnm instead of 
rpMs-iri He shall reign over all the world, in- 
stead of, he shall reign over the Trojans ; as if 
Homer had known and foretold at that time, 
that the empire of the whole w'orld was pro- 
mised to the family of Aeneas The flattery to 
Augustus in this is too disceriiable There w as 
another tradition, perhaps of equal authority 
with that now delivered, according to which 
it was a qi'estion, whether Ascanius, who suc- 
ceeded Aeneas in Italy, w as the son of Lavinia, 
or that other prince of the same name whom 
he had by Creusa, who followed his father in 
his expeditions, and who was surnamed lulus. 
Ilowevf'r, it wa.s from the latter, the grandson 
of Venus, that the Romans valued themselves 
on being descended, and from whom the Julian 
f.tmily boasted to have derived its name and 
origin. Conoii follows a still different tradi- 
tion After the destru6lion of Troy, says he, 
Aeneas to avoid falling into the hands of the 
Greeks repaired to Mount Ida, but scarcely 
had he settled there wThen he was driven thence 
by Eytius and Scamander, sons of Hedlor, who 
obliged him to seek his fortune somewhere else, 
and reigned in his stead A singular circum- 
stance in this narration is, that Conon names 
two of Hector’s sons, of whom we know little 
or nothing, none of the ancients having men- 
tioned any son of his, but Astyanax. Other 
authors (so great diversity is there among the 
ancients on this head) contend, that Aeneas 
was made prisoner by Pyrrhus, and that, after 
the death of his conqueror, he repaired to Ma- 
cedonia. There are even authors who tell us, 
that Aeneas was absent when Troy was taken ; 
and that Priam his father-in-law had sent him 
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with troops into Italy. Some allege, that Ae. 
neas betrayed the city of Troy to tlie Greeks 
from the hatred he bore to Priam, who had ill 
treated him ; and that he escaped from Troy 
by the intelligence he had with the enemy 
Servius mentions this treachery from Livy, m 
the remains of whose works, however, the pas- 
sage referred to is not to be found Otlicis 
write, that Aeneas died in Thrace or Arcadia , 
and some, thatTurnus slew him, and Ascanius, 
Tumus. It is impossible to reconcile senti- 
ments so opposite, and it would be in vain to 
say with Tryphiodorus, that Venus tiansported 
Aeneas through the air into Italy . Let us there- 
fore leave the Romans in possession of then 
claim, nor envy them the glory of being de- 
scended from Venus and Aeneas ; with thissmgle 
remark, that though one family might have 
sprung from this pretended stock, yet the |)eo- 
ple at large must have had other progenitois. 
AENETA, daughter of Eitsorus, and mother of 
Cyzicus by Aeneas. 

AENIUSjthe Peonian,slambyAchillesin the Iliad 
AENOMAUS, son of Mars, but whether by Nc- 
rio or Nerione, has not been determined 
AEOLIDES, Ulysses or Cephalus, or Athamas, 
the last the son, and the other two grandsons of 
Aeolus 

AEOLIS, Alcione daughter of Aeolus 
AEOLIUS, Athamas, son of Aeolus 
AEOLUS, god of the winds, is said by some to 
have been the son of Jupiter by Acasta or Si- 
gesia, daughter of Hippotus , by others, son ol 
Hippotus; by others, son of Meneclea, daugh- 
ter of Hyllus king of Lipara He reign- 
ed over the Lipari islands near Sicily, being 
seven in number, viz. Lipara, Hiera, Strongyle, 
Didymae, Ericusa, Phoenicusa, and Enonymos 
His residence was, according to some authors, 
at Rhegium in Italy , others say at Strongyle, 
now called Stromboli, and there are some who 
place him in the island Lipara. But w herever 
was fixted .his abode, he is represented as hold- 
ing the winds, enchained in a vast cave, to pre- 
vent their committing any more such devasta- 
tions as they had before occaaoned. For, to their 
violence was imputed notonly the disjun6tion of 
Sicily from Italy, but also the separation of Eu- 
ropefxom Africa, by which a passage was open- 
ed for the ocean tp form thp Mediterranean sea. 
Fpl, L 


According to some, the Aeolian, or Lipari 
islands were uninhabited till Liparus, son of 
Auson, settled a colony there, and gave one 
of them his name. Aeolus married his daugh- 
ter Cyane, peopled the rest, and succeeded him 
on the throne. He was an hospitable and good 
prince, hospitably entertained Ulysses, and as a 
proof of his kindness, bestowed on him several 
skins, in which he had enclosed the winds The 
companions of Ulysses, unable to restrain their 
curiosity, having opened the skins, the w Inds 
in consequence were set free, and occasioned the 
wildest uproar , insomuch that Ulysses lost all 
his vessels, and was hinuelt alone saved by a 
plank It may not be improper to remark , that 
over the rougher winds the jioets have placed 
Aeolus , over the milder, Juno , and the rains, 
tliundei's and lightnings they have committed 
to Jupiter himself The Prince, whose histoiy 
is thus disguised by fable, is said to have been 
an adtual descendant of Aeolus con of Deuca- 
lion, whose posterity, after having given many 
kings to Greece, sent several colonies into the 
lesser Asia, peopled its coasts, and thence pa.s- 
sed into Italy, of which lastti ansinigration Dio- 
dorus Sirulus thus speakc Minos, son of Aeo- 
lus, reigned m a part of Thessaly ; his son Hip- 
]X)tus, who succeeded him, was father to Aeo- 
lus the second, and he again to Arne, who 
gave her name to the capital of his kingdom — 
This princess, having toofai indulged her lover, 
was sold by her father to a mei chant of Mela- 
jxmtus, who brought her into Italy, where she 
was delivered of two sons, who were adopted 
by their master Having, w lien grown up , been 
guilty of murder, they wcic banished from Me- 
lapontus Aeolus rei>aired to Lipai us, son of 
Alison, who reigned over the Liparian islands, 
married his daughter, and after his death suc- 
ceeded him. Aeolus had several children, of 
whom the eldest, Astiochus, reigned over the 
same islands, which were called Aeolian, from 
the name of their father , locostes the second 
settled in the conhnes of Rheggio, and Xuthus, 
Androcleus, Pheremon, and Agathyrsus, in se- 
veral parts of Sicily, where their descendants 
dwelt, till a colony was sent thither by the Do- 
rians. Thus much we learn from Diodorus Si- 

I cuius, Strabo, and Eustathius. 

In the twenty-second Aeneid,we find a hero of this 
E 
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name, who fought on the part of Aeneas in the 
Latian war^ and ^as slain before Laurentium. 

AEON, the first woman created, according to the 
Phoenician system. She taught her children 
to eat fruit for their nourishment. 

AEOS, son of Typhon, is said to have built Pa- 
phos. This name is also given to Aurora. 

AEOUS see Horses of the Sun. 

AEPALIUS, a Giecian king, who, when expelled 
from hjs throne, was restored by the assistance 
of Hercules ; in requital of which services he 
settled his kingdom, after the death of the hero, 
on his son Hyllus and his posterity. 

AEPYTUS, the son of Ctesiphon and Merope, 
was brought up by Cypselus his maternal grand- 
father; slew Polyperchon the usurper, who had 
married his mother against his will , and reco- 
vered his father’s kingdom. — The companion 
of Amphion was also of this name. 

AEQUITAS see Astrea. 

AEREA, Diana was so called from a mountain 
of Argolis, where a particular worship was paid 
her, 

AEROPE, wife of Oenopion king of Chios O- 
rion, who was so tall of stature that the deep- 
est sea could not cover his shoulders, waded 
from the continent of Greece to the island of 
Chios, where, attempting to vitiate Aerope, 
her husband deprived him of sight.— There was 
another Aerope, daughter of Euristheus king 
of Argos, and wife of Atreus, who having yield- 
ed to the solicitations of Thyestes, brought 
forth sons These were put to death by Atreus 
their uncle, and served up at a banquet for 
their father. — A third of this name became preg- 
nant by Mars, and died in child- bed • her son, 
however, survived her, and was called Aero- 
pus. 

AERUSCATORES the Galli, or priests of Cy- 
bele, were named Aeruscatores magnae matns, 
on account of their begging in the streets, 
through which, to attract notice, they rung 
hand -bells 

AES, AERES, AESCULANUS* these were 
the names of a divinity which presided over 
the coinage of copper, and was represented 
sliding in the ordinary habit of a goddess, 
with an upright spear in the left hand, and a 
balance in the right Aescularm, was also es- 
teemed to be the father of Argentinus, because 


brass money was used before silver. Both had 
many votaries. See Argentum. 

AESACUS, son of Priam and Alexothoe, daugh- 
ter of the river Cebrenus, or according to o- 
thers, of Dimas, was born privately under Mount 
Ida. Falling in love with the nymph Hesperia 
or Eperia, he pursued her, and she, bewildered 
by her fear, trod, as she fied from him, upon 
a serpent, whose bite occasioned her death.— 
Aesacus, that he might not survive her loss, 
threw himself headlong from a precipice into 
the sea , but before he had plunged into the 
water was turned into a wild duck. Apollo- 
dorus makes Aesacus son of Arisba, daughter 
of Merops, the first wife of Priam ; and says 
that his father united him in marriage to Ste- 
rope, who having died very young, he was so 
affli6led at the loss, that he flung himself into 
the sea ; he adds, that Priam having divorced 
Arisba, to marry Hecuba daughter of Cisseus, 
Aesacus, finding his mother-in-law with child 
of her second son, foretold to his father that 
this child would one day prove the author of a 
bloody war, which would terminate in the ruin 
of Troy. From which prodiflion, the child 
Paris, was exposed on Mount Ida. T zetzes relates 
that Pnam, in consequence of a declaration 
from Aesacus, that it was necessary to put to 
death a mother and her child, who was to be 
that day born, having learned that Cilia the 
wife of Timoetes was just delivered, sought, by 
the murder of her and her infant, to elude the 
force of the prediction. Servius, upon the au- 
thority of Euphorion, gives the story in the 
same manner, but an ancient poet cited by 
Cicero, in his first book of Divination, says it 
was the oracle of Zelia, a little town at the foot 
of Mount Ida, that delivered this response, as 
the interpretation of Hecuba’s dream. Pausa- 
nias alleges it to have been the Sibyl Hiero- 
phyle who interjirrtea this dream ; while seve- 
ral other authors asdi;;tee the honour of it to 
Cassandra. Be that as it might, Apollodorus 
informs us further, that Aesac!ld«h^ learned 
the art of prediction from Merope dr Meropus, 
as he is sometimes called, his grand-fa^HTr: pro- 
bably, he left the principles of this art in his 
family, since Cassandra and Helenus, who were 
children of Priam, afterwards praaieed it. 

AESCULAPIA. The Aesculapia of the Romans, 
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the Anacia, the Musaca, and some others, were 
festivals borrowed from the Greeks, which both 
they and the Romans celebrated in honour of 
Aesculapius, the Dioscuroi (Castor and Pollux) 
and the Muses. 

AESCULAPIUS. The name of Aesculapius, 
whom the Greeks call Asclepios, appears to 
have been foreign, and derived from the orien- 
tal languages. What confirms this conjecture 
is, that Aesculapius was actually known in the 
eastern countries, before he was in Greece 
Cicero remarks, that there were several persons 
who bore this name, the first of whom was the 
god of Arcadia, and son of Apollo, who passes 
for the inventor of the probe, and the method 
of binding up wounds the second, slain by a 
thunder-bolt, and interred at Cynesura, was bro- 
ther to the second Mercury • the third, who 
found out the use of purgatives, and the art of 
drawing teeth, was the son of Arsippus and Ar- 
sinoe ; his tomb is to be seen in Arcadia, where 
is a grove consecrated to him near the river Lu- 
sius. But however well acquainted Cicero was 
with the religion of the Greeks and Romans, 
he appears to have known little of those systems 
. whence it was drawn. Sanchoniatho, whose 
work was not translated in Cicero’s time, names 
an Aesculapius yet more ancient, since he was 
the son of Sydik, or the Just, and one of the 
Titanidae. He was the eighth of his sons, and, 
as some will have it, brother to the Cabiri.— - 
Marsham proves that there had been an Aescu- 
lapius king of Memphis, son of Menes, brother 
to Mercury the first, who lived about two hun- 
dred years after the deluge, and upwards of a 
thousand years before the Grecian Aesculapius 
In short, Eusebius speaks of an Asclepios or Ae- 
sculapius, whom he surnames Tosorthrus, an 
Egyptian and famous physician, to whom other 
authors ascribe the glory of inventing architec- 
ture, and of contributing not a little to propa- 
gate in Egypt the use of letters, which Mercuiy 
had invented It is not in Greece, therefoi e, 
but in Phoenicia and Egypt, that we are to seek 
for the true Aesculapius Being honoured as a 
god in these two countries, his worship passed 
into Greece, and was established, first at Epi- 
daurus, a city of Peloponnesus, bordering on 
the sea ; where, probably, some colonies first 
settled ; a circumstance |ufficient for the Greeks 
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to give out that this god was a native of Greece. 
Not to recite all we are told of his parents, it 
will be enough to observe, that the opinion ge- 
nerally received in Greece, made him the son 
of Apollo, by Coronis, daughter of Phlegyas ; 
and indeed the Messenians, who consulted the 
oracle at Delphi to know where Aesculapius 
was born, and of what parents, were told by 
the oracle, or moie properly Apollo, that he 
himself was his father , that Coronis was his 
mother ; and that then son was born at Epidau- 
rus Phlegyas, the most warlike man of his 
age, having gone into Peloponnesus, under pre- 
tence of travelling, but, in truth, to spy the 
country, carried his daughter Coronis thither, 
who, to conceal her pregnancy from her father, 
went to Epidaurus there, she was delivered 
of a son, whom she exposed upon a mountain, 
called to this day Mount Titthion, or Of the 
Breast, but before this adventure, Myrtion,from 
the myrtles that grew upon it. The reason of 
this change of name was, that the child, having 
been here abandoned, was suckled by one of 
those goats of the mountain, which the bitch of 
Aristhenes the goat-herd guarded, and which, 
as La6lantius and some othei s have it, assisted 
in suckling the infant When Aristhenes came 
to review his flock, he found a she-goat and his 
dog missing, and going in search of them dis- 
covered the child, whom he would have carried 
to hiB home, had he not upon approaching to 
lift him from the earth, perceived hxs head en- 
circled with fiery rays, which made him believe 
the child to be divine. The voice of fame soon 
published the birth of a miraculous infant , upon 
which the people flocked from all quarters to be- 
hold this heaven-born child Others say that 
Coronis, though pregnant by Apollo, received 
Ischys the son ot Elatus ; lor which Diana, to 
revenge her brother’s disgrace, slew her , but 
as she lay upon the funcial pile. Mercury, or 
rather Apollo himself, is said to have rescued 
the child. On this, and the circumstance of 
her dying in child-bed, Ovid founded his fable , 
which imports that Apollo, having learned from 
a raven the unfaithfulness of his mistress, ripped 
up her body w ith an arrow, took out the child 
with whom she was pregnant, and sent him to 
be educated by Chiron the Centaur. As Coro- 
nis in the Greek language signifies a crow, hence 
£ 2 
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another fable arose, importing, as we see in Lu- 
cian, that Aesculapius had sprung from an egg 

of that bird, under the figure of a serpent 

Whatever these fidlions may mean, Aesculapius 
being removed from the mount on which he was 
•exposed, was nursed by Trigo or Trigone, who 
was probably the wife of the goat-herd that 
found him , and when he was capable of im- 
proving by Chiron, Phlegyas (to whom he had 
doubtless been returned) put him underthe Cen- 
taur’s tuition. Being of a quick and lively ge- 
nius, he made such progicss as soon to become 
not only a great physirian, but at length to be 
1 eckoned the god and inventor of medicine , 
though the Greeks, not very consistent in the 
history of those early ages, gave to Apis, son 
of Phoroneus, the glory of having discovered 
the healing art Aesculapius accompanied Ja- 
son 111 his expedition to Colchis, and in his me- 
dical capacity was of great service to the Argo- 
nauts Within a short time after his death he 
was deified, and received divine honours some 
add, that he foi nied the celestial sign, Serjien- 
tarius. He iiiauied Epione, whom some call 
Lampctia ; by whom he had two sons, Macliaon 
andPadalirius, and four daughters, Hygiea, Ae- 
gle. Panacea, and Jaso. His posterity, accord- 
ing to Pausanias, reigned in part of Messenia , 
and it was thence that his two sons set out for 
the war of T roy . Some learned men of the last 
and present age assert, that there never w as any 
other Aesculapius than the Egyptian and Phoe- 
nician, whom we have before mentioned , but 
this IS to advance an untenable opinion the 
history now related is consistent in the main, 
and few accounts of that time are so coherent 
We aftually find Aesculapius in the list of the 
Argonauts, and it is very obvious that his sons 
might be present at the war of Troy , an event 
w hich .so soon followed the Argonautic expedi- 
tion. It IS unquestionable there was one Aescu- 
lapius in Phoenicia and another in Egypt, we 
therefore conclude that the worship of the for- 
mer was brought into Greece by the colony 
under Cadmus ; and of the latter, by that of 
Danaus, some ages before the Trojan war ; that 
this worship was adopted by the Greeks ; but 
thatafterwards acelebrated physician, who lived 
in the time of Hercules, Jason, and the other 
Argonauts, having obtiuned divine honours, his 


worship came to be confounded with that which 
was paid his predecessor ; so that in process of 
time, the worship of the latter came to be for- 
gotten, and that of the new god substituted in its 
room. As the Greeks always carried the enco- 
miums of their great men beyond the truth, so 
they feigned that Aesculapius was so expert in 
medicine, as not only to cure the sick, but even 
to raise the dead. Ovid says he did this by Hyp- 
politus, and Julian says the same of Tyndarus" 
that Pluto cited him before the tribunal of Ju- 
piter, and complained that his empire was 
considerably diminished, and in danger of be- 
coming desolate, from the cures Aesculapius 
jjerformed, so that Jupiter in wrath slew Aes- 
culapius with a thunder-bolt; to which they 
added that Apollo, enraged for the death of his 
son, killed the Cyclops who forged Jupiter’s 
thunder-bolts a fiflion which obviously signi- 
fies only that Aesculapius had carried his art 
very far, and that he cured diseases believed to 
be desperate. The w orship of the Grecian Aes- 
culapius was first established at Epidaurus, the 
place of his birth, and soon after propagated 
through all Greece That this worship began 
in that town, says Pausanias, can be evinced 
from more proofs than one, for, first, his feast 
is celebrated with more pomp and magnificence 
at Epidaurus than any w here else : in the second 
place, the Athenians grant that this feast was 
derived to them from Epidaurus (accordingly 
they call it Epidauria) as well as the anniversary 
of the day in which the Epidaurians began to 
worship Aesculapius as a god. He was woiship- 
ped at Epidaurus under the figure of a serpent, 
but was represented in his statues as a man, with 
his hair rising on his forehead like that of Jupi- 
ter, insomuch that there is but little difiTerence 
between the father of the gods and his grand- 
son ; as is evident from a statue of Aesculapius 
larger than the human size, in the Villa Alba- 
ni, and from many other figures of the same 
divinity. The statue of him by Thrasimedes 
of Paros, formed of gold and ivory, resembled 
that of Olympian Jupiter at Athens, but was 
one half less, and represented him as seated on 
a throne, having a rod in one hand, and rest- 
ing the other on the head of a serpent, with a 
dog lying by him. Though he generally appeam 

bearded, there was however one of his statues 
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w ithout a beard, as we learn from Pausanias. — 
Besides the temple built to this god at Epidau- 
rus, he had also a sacred grove there, within the 
bounds of which they neither allowed any sick 
jierson to die, nor any ^ Oman to lie in. — What- 
ever was sacrificed to the god, was to 1>e con- 
sumed in the grove. This usage also was ob- 
served at T itana, where the same god was wor- 
shipped. Round the temple of Epidaurus was 
a great number of columns, upon which were 
inscribed the names of those who were indebted 
to this god for their cure, and they left repre- 
sentations of the parts of their bodies that had 
been cured. Pausanias tells us, that they used 
to feed tame snakes in his temple at Epidaurus, 
and he is seldom represented without this sym- 
bol. From Epidaurus, the woi*shipof this new 
god passed first to Athens, and thence to several 
other cities of Gi eece Archias having been 
wounded m the chace, came to Epidaui us to 
implore the assistance of Aesculapius, and when 
he was cured, transferred his worship to Perga- 
mus, where this god was looked u|K)n as the p<i- 
tron and protedtor of the city Accordingly, 
we find him upon the medals of the Enipeiors, 
stricken at Pergamus In a medallion, on oc- 
casion of the peace between the Pergamenians 
and Mytelenians, this god appears with Ins 
wand and a serpent, standing by a goddess who 
sits , probably Juno, the proteftress of the My- 
telenians Upon another medal stricken at Per- 
gamus, we see Aesculapius with Fortune, to 
signify, no doubt, that the prosperity of the 
Mytelenians w as owing to the pi ote6f ion of Ae- 
sculapius We also find him upon the medals of 
the Tilincans, which proves that they had like- 
wise adopted his worthip. Fi om Pergamus the 
knowledge of him w as propagated very soon to 
Smyrna, wheie a temple was built to him upon 
the sea shoie , which was still subsisting in the 
time of Pausanias. The island of Crete likewise 
received the same worship, witness the temple 
ere6ted to him there From Europe and Asia 
It was carried into Africa, the inhabitants of 
Balonogrus having also dedicated to him a tem- 
ple • these even sacrificed to him goats, which 
the Epidaurians did not I'he inhabitants of 
Titana sacrificed to him the bull, the lamb, and 
the hog ; and not contenting themselves with 
cutting off the thighs of the victims, as in other 


sacrifices, they roasted them intire, all but the 
skins, which also were burnt upon the altars.— 
The cock and the serpent were especially con- 
secrated to him, and he is seldom represented 
without this last ^mbol. The Romans infest- 
ed w ith the plague, having consulted their sa- 
cred books, learned, that in order to be deli- 
vered from it, they were to go in quest of Aes- 
culapius at Epidaurus , accordingly an embassy 
was appointed of ten Senators, at the head of 
whom was Quintus Ogulnius These ambassa- 
dors on their arrival, i epaired to the temple, 
when a huge serpent came from under the altar 
( some say a tame adder given them by the priests, 
which they said was Aesculapius himself) and 
crossing the city, went direftly to their ship, 
and lodged itself in Ogulnius’s cabin ; upon 
which they immediately set sail, and arriving in 
the Tiber, the serpent quitted the ship, retired 
to a little island, and hid itself among the reeds. 
It was believed the god had chosen this place 
for his residence, and after having there built 
him a temple, they lined all the borders of the 
island with a marble quay, under the figure of 
a large ship Thus was the worship ol Aescu- 
lapius established at Rome A U. C. 462. This 
event is represented on a fine medallion in the 
King of France’s cabinet, on the reverse of an 
Antonine Father Tiber sitting upon the wa- 
ter, holds a bough m his left hand , by him ap- 
pears the island, which Plutarch calls Mesopo- 
tamia, because it was in the middle of that ri- 
ver it has the form of a ship as it aftually had, 
and some remains of it still appear, which have 
escaped the injui ics of time, and the inundations 
of the river upon the ship’s prow which repre 
sents the island, there is in the medal a wreath- 
ed serpent, making head ag.ainst the curl ent of 
the stream The island 's at present called St 
Bartholomew —A similar adventure hapjiened, 
according to Pausanias, to the foundeis of the 
city Limera in Laconia, who sent likewise to 
seek for the god Acsculapii^s The reason why 
the serpent is so often represented on his mo- 
numents is, either from its utility in medicine, 
or because it was the symbbl of prudence, a vir- 
tue highly necessary m physicians The same 
god had also a temple at Aegae, a town in Cili- 
cia, which was one of the most celebrated, and 
likewise one at Sicyon. Aesculapius is always 
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represented tinder the figure of a grave old 
man wrapped up in a cloak, having sometimes 
upon his head Serapis’s calathiis, with a staff 
in his hand, which is commonly wreathed about 
with a serpent ; sometimes again with a serpent 
in one hand, and a pateia in the other ; some- 
times leaning upon a pillar, round which a 
serpent also twines The cock, a bird conse- 
crated to this god, whose vigilance figures that 
quality which physicians ought to have, is some- 
times at the feet of his statues, and he is once 
represented with a cock On his hand Socrates 
we know when dying, said to those who stood 
around him in his last moments. We owe a | 
cock to Aesculapius , give it without delay — 
Perhaps the origin of the fable may be deduced 
from what follows The public sign or symbol 
exposed by the Egyptians, to warn the people 
to mark the inundations of the Nile, in order to 
regulate their plowing up the land, was the fi- 
gure of a man with a dog’s head, carrying a rod 
with serpents twisted round it, to which they 
gave the name of Anti bis, fiom bamobeacb, a 
Phoenician term s\gn\fy\ngthcbarkerorxvarner, 
tbaaut or tayaut, the dog, and from ahb, man, 
and calepb, dog, Aescalepb, the man-dog, or Ae- 
sculapius In process of time they made use of 
this representation for a real king, who, by the 
study of physic, sought the preservation of his 
subjefts. Thus the dog and the serpent be- 
came the characteristics of Aesculapius among 
the Greeks and Romans, whilst they were entire 
strangers to the original meaning of these hiero- 
glyphics. 

AESON, son of Cretheus, by Tyro, daughter of 
Salmoneus king of Elis, was also brother of 
Pheres and Amythaon, and father of Jason by 
Polymela, or according to othem, Alcymede. 
On the return of Jason from the Colchian ex- 
pedition, Medea, at his request, is said, by 
means of her magic skill, to have restored Aeson 
from extreme old age to youth and vigour. 
Some however contend, that Aeson died before 
Jason came back, being forced to drink bulls 
blood by Pelias the usurper. Ovid, Apollodo- 
rus, and Pausanias suppose, that Aeson and Pe- 
lias were still alive at the return of the Argo- 
nauts, and that Aeson, through the debility of 
age, being hardly able to support himself, Jason 
ictonred Medea his wife to em|doy smne secret 


art to restore him to youth and strength. On 
this she left the palace, and mounting a chariot 
drawn by winged dragons, which descended 
from heaven in her sight, she traversed several 
countries, and, gathering herbs of all kinds, 
com^losed a potion, thoi drew out the blood 
which flowed in Aeson’s veins, and injeCted the 
fluid she had thus i»epared. As soon as the 
mixture began to circulate through the old 
king’s body, his beard and his grey hairs be- 
gan to darken, the wrinkles of his face dis- 
appeared, and he recovered his pristine ani- 
mation. Mythologists give explications of this 
fable, on the supposition that Aeson was thus 
restored, and that both he and Pelias were alive 
at the return of the Argonauts from Colchis , 
but unluckily these explications rest upon no- 
thing, and the fable, which was only invented 
to make Medea pass for a great sorceress, has 
no foundation in history. Aeson had been 
forced by Pelias to drink bull’s blood, and was 
dead before Jason’s return , as was also his wife, 
who had strangled herself for grief. Pelias 
himself was likewise dead before the return of 
the Argonauts, of which his funeral games, cele- 
brated by those heroes, are a convincing proof. 

AESONIDES, OR AESON 1 US Jason son of 

Aeson. 

AESYETES, the person from whose tomb in the 
preemdts of Troy, Polites observed what was 
passing amongst the Grecian ships 

AESYMNETES, a divinity woi shipped at Patras 
in Achaia. It appears to have been the statue 
of Bacchus, which Euripylus possessed. See 
Eurtpylus. 

Aesymnetcs was also one of the appellations of 
Bacchus 

AESYMNUS, a Grecian chief slain by Hedlor. 

AETERNITAS. Sto Eternity. 

AETETA, a Laodicean woman, who, though 
living with her husband, was said to have be- 
come a man, and was called Aetetus 

AETHALIDES, son of Mercury and Eupolemas, 
a native of Larissa, had the liberty from his 
father of being sometimes with the living, and 
sometimes with the dead, so that he knew what 
was passing amongst both Laertius relates 
that Pythagoras, to prove the metemp^cosis, 
asserted himsdlf to be this very person. Aetha- 
lides was an Argonaut, and the hero deputed 
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by Jason to Hypsipyla aqueen of the Amazons. 
He was also with Telamon dispatched to king 
Aefcta to demand the serpent’s teeth, according 
to Apollonius. By the mother’s side he was of 
the race of the Aeolides, since she was daughter 
of Pisidice, sister of Cretheus. This fable seems 
built upon the office of Aethelides, which office 
obliged him, as herald of the Argonauts, to be 
often present, often absent from the army, and 
obliged him to be exactly informed of all that 
passed. 

AETHEREA, a surname of Pallas, and other 
aerial divinities, taken from the fabulous origin 
of the Palladium. 

AETHIOPS, according to some authors, was son 
of Vulcan by Aglaia, one of the Graces, and 
from him the Aethiopians had their name, who 
before were called Aethereans others, how- 
ever, are not clear whether he was his son by 
Aglaia, or by some of those heroines or god- 
desses with whom Vulcan is said to have had 
frequent intercourse. 

AETHLIUS, the son of Jupiter by Protogenia, 
and father of Endymion, is supposed to have 
been one of the institutors of the Olympic 
games > 

Also one of the sons of Acelus, who was sur- 
named Jupiter. 

AETHON, a surname given to Erisichthon, for 
his insatiable gluttony 

Likewise a name given to the four black horses of 
Pluto by the poets. The Sun, Palla.s, and Hec- 
tor had each of them one so called 

AETHRA, daughter of Pittheus and Clymene, 
wife of Aegeus, and mother of Theseus. When 
Castor and Pollux made war upon the Athe- 
nians for the recovery of their sistei Helen, 
who had been stolen away by Theseus, and 
took Athens by storm, they were so merciful 
as to spare all the Athenians, except Aethra, 
whom they carried off captive from Aphidnae, 
whither she had retired with Helen, whom she 
afterwards accompanied to Troy. Pausanias 
exfdaining a picture of Pcdygnotus, adds, that 
Aethra was represented in it with her head 
^aved, as a mark of her slavery, and Demo- 
phoon, her grandson, in the posture of a man 
in distress, anxious to have her set at liberty. 
The poet Leschus writes, that Demophoon see- 
ing in the Grecian camp Aethra with the other 


slaves, after the taking of Troy, demanded her 
of Agamemnon, but that he gave her not up 
till Helen had consulted to it. Plutarch, cit- 
ing Iliad III. 189. (where Homer thus mentions 
Helen’s slaves : " Her handmaids Clymene and 
Aethra wait,”) says, several authors consider 
that verse as spurious. The history of the cap- 
tivity of Theseus’s mother is, however, affirmed 
by a variety of authors. 

There was another Aethra, wife of Atlas, who 
bore him seven daughters, the Hyades. 

AETOLIUS beros, Diomedes king of Adtolia, a 
province of Greece 

AETHUSA, daughter of Neptune, had, by Apol- 
lo, a son called Elutherus. 

AETNA, mother of the Palici. 

AETNAEUS, a name given to Vulcan, either 
because his forges were under Mount Aetna, or 
on account of the volcanoes and fiery eruptions 
there , or else, because he had a temple dedi- 
cated to him upon that mountain ; which tem- 
ple was guarded by dogs, whose sense of smell- 
ing w'as so exquisite, that they could discern 
whether the persons who came thither were 
chaste and religious, or whether they were 
corrupt and wicked They used to meet, fawn 
upon, and follow the good, esteeming them the 
acquaintance and friend of their master Vulcan, 
but snarled and flew at the bad, and never 
ceased tearing them, till they had driven them 
from their range. 

AETOLUS, grandson of Aetlius and Dilyce,_ 
and son of the famous Endymion by the nymph 
Kais, (or, as some say, Diana) retired to the 
Curetes, and called their country Aetolia Of 
Aetolus and Pronoe, daughter of Phorbas, were 
born Pleuron and Calydon, noted for the cities 
they built in that country. ^ 

AETUS' the Nile appears from Lycrophron to 
have been so called, as though its current were 
as rapid as the flight of an eagle There 

was also a river of this name in Scythia, which 
from its frequent inundations over the fertile 
country of Prometheus, has been said to have 
given rise to the fable bf his liver continuing 
to grow, though constantly devoured by an 
eagle. 

AFAR, OR AFER, was, according to some, son of 
Hercules by Melita, daughter of the river 
Aegeus, who gave her name to the island and 
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city of Malta others say that HylluSj not Afar, 
was the name of this son by Melita. 

AFRAE sorores, the African sisters , that is, the 
Hesperides 

AFRICA. It is necessary here to observe, that 
the ancients abounded in allegorical beings 
much more than is usually imagined ; for 
they had deities relating to our world which 
are but little known Each city, street, house, 
and person, woods, fields, and gardens, had 
their peculiar deities ; and the very rocks, 
mountains, and rivers, were turned into per- 
sonages Shall we wonder then if the three 
gi eat divisions of the world, Europe, Asia, and 
Africa, were also represented as persons by the 
ancient poets and artists, especially when the 
several kingdoms andprovinces of each appear 
upon medals m their personal charafters ? Ac- 
cordingly figures of Africa are frequently to 
be met with both on gems and coins, some of 
which exhibit her with the elephant-helmet, so 
often mentioned by Claudian, and attended by 
a lion , others, with a scorpion in her hand, 
or an elephant at lier feet Oxen are also used 
as attributes of Africa, in the works of the an- 
cient artists, and often corn, or a basket of se- 
veral sorts of fruit , for as the ancients were 
chiefly acqumnted with the Lower Egypt, and 
the sea-coast of Afric toward the Mediterra- 
nean, this part of the world seems to have been 
distinguished among them by its fertility 

AFRICUS. As the different regions of the w orld 
were personified, so also were the elements of 
nature, hence the winds had their distinA 
figures, and Africus, or the South West, is 
described by Silino Halicus with pusxv wings 

AGACLEUS See Epigeus, 

AGAMEDE See Permede. 

AGAMEDES and Trophonius his brother, were 
sons of Ergmus king of Orchomenos. Both 
became celebrated architeffs, the temple of 
Apollo at Delphos, and treasury at Hyreus be- 
mg their joint workmanship. In constru6ting 
the latter the brothers had recourse to a stra- 
tagem known only to themselves, for, by means 
of a loose stone in the wall, which tliey could 
move, out or in, without being liable to disco- 
very, they had access every night to this trea- 
suiy, and robbed Hyreus of his money, who, 
pbaprving his wealth purloined, yet, without 


any appearance of the door lieing opened, set 
traps about the vessels which contained his 
gold Agamedes was caught, and Trophonius 
not knowing how to extricate him, yet fearing 
lest, if piit to the torture, he should discover 
the secret, cut oflf his brother’s head. Pausa- 
nias gives no account of the life of Trophonius ; 
but as to the manner of his death tells us, that 
the earth opened and swallowed him alive, and 
that the place where it happened is still called 
Agamedes’ Pit, which is to be seen in a sacred 
grove of Lebadea, with a pillar set over it. 
Plutarch, who cites Pindar, relates the death 
of these brothel's diffeiently He tells us, that 
after building the temple of Delphi, the foun- 
dation of which was laid by Apollo himself, as 
it is in Homer, the brothers asked their reward 
of the god, who ordered them to wait eight 
days, and m the mean time to make merry ; 
at the end, however, of this time, they were 
found dead. 

AGAMEMNON, brother of Menelaus, was son 
of Atreus king ot Argos by Aerope, daugh- 
ter of Eurystheus, king of the same country ; 
though some say (amongst whom are Euse- 
bius and Scaliger), that they were not sons of 
Atreus, but of his brother Plisthenes, whose 
actions not having deserved honourable men- 
tion in history, his life being spent in obscu- 
rity, the ancients, and especially Homer, to 
honour the memory of the chief of so many 
kings, industriously made Agamemnon and 
Menelaus pass for the sons of Atreus, who had 
brought them up, and gives them always the 
name of the Atridae Atreus being slain by 
his nephew Aegisthus, son of his brother Thy- 
estes, Thyestes ascended the throne of Atreus, 
and banished his nephews Agamemnon and 
Menelaus, who having fied to the coast of Po- 
lyphides king of Sicyon, were sent by him to 
Oeneus king of Oechalia, from whom they re- 
ceived in marriage Clytemnestra and Helen, 
daughters of Tyndarus king of Sparta, by whose 
assistance they resolved to revenge the death 
of their father, and pursued Thyestes vigo- 
rously, but he having fled for refuge to an 
altar of Jimo, they spared his life, contenting 
themselves with banishing him to the island of 
Cythera. Thus, Agamemnon ascended the 
throne of Argos, which he transferred to My- 
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cenae, and his brother Menelaus succeeded Tyn* 
darxis his father-in-law on the Spartan throne. 
The war against Troy being about this time 
resolved on, a general assembly of the states 
of Greece was held at Argos, or rather Mycenae, 
where Agamemnon reigned, the most powerful 
prince of Greece ; or, if we regard father Har- 
douin, at Larissa, the court of Peleus, father of 
Achilles, a prince more powerful by sea than 
the rest, and consequently more necessary upon 
this occasion. Agamemnon was unanimously 
declared commander of the army, and fitted 
out so many ships, that he lent part of them to 
the Arcadians under the conduct of Agapenor. 
Homer, in the second Iliad, makes their num- 
ber amount to one hundred Being now ob- 
liged to leave his own court, Agamemnon w as 
reconciled to Aegisthus, and entrusted him 
with the care of his wife Clytemnestra, and his 
three children, Orestes, Iphigenia, and Elettra. 
The condu6l of Agamemnon before T roy, is too 
well known to be here recapitulated. As for 
his tragical fate upon his return to Greece, to- 
gether with that of Cassandra and her children, 
brought about by the criminal intrigues of Cly- 
temnestraand Aegisthus, a full account of them 
may be found under the articles Cassandra, 
Clytemnestra, Aegisthus, Orestes, Irhige- 
NiA. Pausanias informs us, that the remains 
of the tombs of Agamemnon, of Eui 7 mcdon 
his charioteer, and of all those whom Agamem- 
non brought back from Troy, and Aegisthus 
cut off at the entertainment he gave them, 
might be seen at Mycenae, near that of Tele- 
damus and Pelops, as well as of the twins whom 
Cassandra had by Agamemnon, and whom 
Aegisthus murdered without pity to their ten- 
der age, after having embrued his hands in the 
blood of their parents. In representing this 
hero, attention should be paid to that eleva- 
tion and prominence of chest, which Homer 
attributes both to Neptune and to him 

AGAMEMNONIDES, Oiestes, the son of Aga- 
memnon. 

AGAMESTOR, a chara61er in the second book of 
the Argonautics of Apollonius. 

AGANICE, OR AGLAONICE, the daughter of 
Hegemon or Hegetor, a Thessalian ; having 
learned the cause and the time of eclipses, gave 
out, whenever any tvas to happen, that she was 
F 0 I. I. 


going by her enchantments to draw down the 
moon to the earth, at the same time duckling 
the Thessalian women to join with her in mak- 
ing a hideous noise to cause the planet to ic- 
ascendto her 01 b , accordingly, whenever they 
perceived the beginning ol an eclipse, they 
raised a clattering din with bra/en vestels and 
other instruments. 

AGANIPPE, a fountain of Mount Helicon in 
Bocotia, on the boidcis of Phocis, sacred to tlie 
Muses, and running into the iiver Permesseus 
Ovid seems to make Aganipjx: and Hippocrene 
the same, but Solinus, moie accurate, distin- 
guishes them, and ascribes theconfoundingthem 
to poetical licence Aganippe was said to have 
been the daughter of Permesseus, and changed 
into a fountain, which, as its waters had the 
virtue of inspiring poets, was therefore conse- 
crated to the Muses 

AGANlPPIDAE,ANDAGANIPPIDES,designa. 
tions of the Muses, from the fountain of Mount 
Helicon, called Aganippe 

AGAPENOR, the son of Ancaeus, after his fa. 
ther, leigned in Arcadia, and was one of the 
princes who would have married Helen. He 
w ent to the siege of Troy, and re-inforced the 
Greeks with a fleet of sixty shqjs After the 
desti u6tion of that city, he was driven by a 
storm to Cypiiis, whcie he founded Paphos, 
and icmained. 

AGASTHENES, king of ElLs, son of Augeas, 
and father of Polyxenus, went with the Greeks 
against Troy. 

AGASTROPHUS, a Paeonian, who was slain at 
the siege of Troy by Diomed. 

AGATHODAEMONES, or Beneficent Genii, a 
name given by the Pagans to those dtagons 
and flying serjients, which they honouied as 
divinities. 

AGATHON, one of the nine surviving sons of 
Priam after the death of Hedoi Homer men- 

I tions him in the twenty-fourth Iliad 

! AGATHYRNUS, son of Aeolus, who gave his 
name to a city which he built in Sicily 

AGATHYRSUS, son of Hercules, and father of 
a rich but cruel people bordering on the Scy- 
thians, who were called |^fter him. 

AGAVE, daughter of Cadmus and Hermione, 
whom Hyginus calls Harmonia, married Echion 
king of Thebes, by whom she had Pentheus, 
F 



34 AGE PANTHEON. AGE 


whom she, with her sisters Ino and Autonoe, 
tore piece-meal asunder, for contemning the 
rights of Bacchus 

Agave was also the name of one of the Nereids ; 
of one of the daughters of Danaus ; and of an 
Amazon 

AGAVUS, one of the sons of Priam. 

AGDESTIS AND AGDISTIS, an androgynous 
monster, the offspring of Jupiter and the stone 
Agdus It was the terror both of men and gods, 
and was worshipped by the Greeks as a power- 
ful genius 

AGDUS, an immense stone from w hich Deuca- 
lion and Pyrrha took those which they threw 
over their heads to people the world. Jupiter, 
enamoured of this stone, changed it into a wo- 
man, who bore to him Agdistis 

AG EL AS, OR AGELAUS, one of the pretenders 
to Penelope in the absence of Ulysses. 

AGELASTUS, an epithet of Pluto among the 
Greek.s, because all mirth and laughter were 
banished his dominions 

AGELIA, a .surname of Minerva 

AGENOR, son of Pleuron, brother of Gilydon, 
sons of Aetolus and Pronoc, married his cousin 
Icarte, daughter of Calydon, and had by her 
four children, among whom was Althaea, who 
having married Ocneus, became mother of Me- 
leager, whom she devoted to the Furies. There 
were several other personages so called, of whom 
one was king of Phoenicia, and father of the ce- 
lebrated Europa Apollodorus informs us that 

. Libya had two sons by Neptune, Belus, and A- 
genor , and that the latter, having removed into 
Europe, married Telephassa, by whom he had 
three sons, Cadmus, Phoenix, and Celix, and 
one daughter, named Europa ; though there 
are historians, according to the same author, 
who assert that Europa was daughter of Phoe- 
nix, and grand-daughter of Agenor See Cad- 
mis, Europe. 

One of the kings of Argos was named Agenor, 
as was one of the sons of Antenor, whom Elpe- 
nor, leader of the Abantians, killed before 
Troy. 

AGENORIA, OR AGERONA, the goddess of in- 
dustry, called also Stremia. To her was oppos- 
ed Murcia, the goddess of sloth. 

AGEROCHUS, the son of Nereus and Chloris. 
AGERONIA, OR ANGERONIA. Silence, or the 


art of governing the tongue, is a virtue per- 
haps greater and more rare than is commonly 
thought . The ancients were so senable of this, 
as to make it a divinity. This is what the Ori- 
entals worshipped under the name of Harpo- 
crates, and the Romans, who made her a god- 
dess, called her Ageronia or Angeronia. The 
feast instituted in honour of her, was celebrated 
every year on the twenty -first day of December, 
in the temple of the goddess Volupia or Plea- 
sure, where this goddess had her statue. Wc 
learn from Julius Modestus, that the Romans, 
aifiidled with the quinsey, had recourse to Age- 
ronia. It is also said, that when their cattle 
were once almost wholly destroyed by a 
disease of this sort, they offered vows to this 
goddess, and she removed the plague. These 
benefits gave rise to the sacrifices that were re- 
gularly offered to her afterwards Pliny calls 
her the goddess of silence and calmness of mind, 
who banishes all uneasiness and melancholy.— 
Her statue was placed in the temple of Volupia, 
to shew that a patient enduring of affliction leads 
to pleasure. It is said that Numa Pompilius 
regulated the worship of this deity, under the 
name of Tacita. Ageronia is represented under 
the figure of a woman, who, Harpocrates-like, 
holds a finger to her mouth. Sometimes her 
statues are charged with symbols, as those of 
that god. Thus, in that published by Maffei, 
she carried upon her head the calathus of Se- 
rapis, and holds in her hand the club of Her- 
cules, whilst at her side she has the caps of 
Castor and Pollux, surmounted with the two 
stars of those gods. 

AGES. The four diffeient ages, or gradations 
of the life of man, seem to have been personally 
represented by the ancients, as appears evident 
from a piClure found at the villa Corsina, near 
Rome. It is a thing of much curiosity, says the 
author of Poly metis, and seems to contain some 
of the greatest depths of the Platonic philosophy. 
Tellus IS there in a reclined posture, and behind 
her four stalks of corn growing gradually above 
one another, probably to symbolize the four 
ages of man, infancy, youth, manhood, and old 
age, which are in the same piece represented as 
so many personages ; the first stooping towards 
Tellus, the second with a shield and spear, the 
third in a steady posture, and the fourth bend- 
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ing a little downward But there are other fi- 
gures in it, which well demand observation — 
The person in the air, bending downward, and 
delivering a^ naked figure into the hands of Tel- 
lus, denotes the entrance of a soul into some 
elementary body, whether for the first time or 
after many various transmigrations, » e pretend 
not to determine; but it is plainly delivered 
down to the earth, and is to be clothed with 
some sort of body. The person sitting on 
the clouds toward the centre, with a cup in 
her hand and pointing upwards, may very 
well be Hebe, and seems placed here to express 
the immortality of the soul. As to the four 
personages. Infancy, Youth, Manhood, and Old 
Age, on whose account this article is introdu- 
ced, it cannot be said that the Roman poets of the 
better ages speak of them all, personally 'i'o 
say the truth, they seem commonly to have di- 
vided the life of man rather into two ages than 
ibur. Youth, which among the Romans was 
earned on as far as forty-five, and Old Age, 
which may fairly enough claim all the rest Of 
both these their poets, and more particularly 
some of the Augustan age, speak in a manner 
which plainly shews that they were received as 
personages and deities m their religion 

AGES OF THE WORLD. The state of the w orld 
amongst the ancients was reduced to four age^, 
or periods of life ; viz. the golden, the silver, 
the brazen, and the iron, to which these names 
were assigned according to the character of 
each. The first, called the golden age, was 
under the reign of Saturn, when tranquillity, 
abundance, and happiness universally prevailed. 
The silver age succeeded, in which change of 
seasons was first experienced, the spontaneous 
productions of the earth ceased, and the arts of 
life became necessary to supply the deficiencies 
of nature. In this period J upiter began to rei gn, 
and men inclined to vice. The third was nsmi- 
ed the brazen age, in which property began to 
be ascertained, avarice appeared, remote regi- 
ons of the world were visited, and the bowels 
of the earth ransacked for wealth. The fourth, 
stiled the iron age, was characterised by the 
prevalence of violence, oppresmon, war, and 
every species of crime. 

AGESILAUS, a name given to piuto, from his 
disposal of the dead. 3 


AGETES, OR AGETIS, son of Apollo and Cyrene, 
and brother of Aristheus. 

AGETOREION, AGETORIA’ Grecian festivals 
mentioned by Hesychius, without any notice of 
the deity to whose honour they were oliserved. 
It IS not improbable they might belong to Apol- 
lo, (at least the latter of them) and be the same 
with the Lacedemonian Kapwia. This conjecture 
is grounded on the words of Hesychius, who 
tells us that Ayurtit was the name of the person 
con.seerated to the god at the K«pv«», and that 
the festival itself was teimcd Aytirejuit, which 
name seems to have been derived from *yw, that 
festival being observed in imitation of (pxrturiuti 
aywyw, or the military way of living, as Athe- 
nacus and Eustathius have observed It is not 
unlikely that the former belonged to Venus, 
whose priest, as Giamnianans inform us, was 
called Ayurag, m Cypi us 

AGEUS, OR ARGEUS, the same as Agetes 

AG IS, a Lycian slam by Valerus’ See the tenth 
Aeneid. 

AGLAIA See Niretis 

AGLAIA, one of the Graces or Chanties, was, ac- 
cording to Homer, married to V ulcan. She was 
called Aglaiafrom her cheerfulness, beauty, and 
w orth, to shew that benefits ought to be pei form- 
ed freely and generously See Giaces 

AGLAONICE. See amce. 

AGLAOPE, one of the Sirens. 

AGLAOPES, a name given by the Lacedemoni- 
ans to Aesculapius 

AGLAOPHOENA, one of the Sirens. 

AGLAUROS, one of the three nurses of Ench- 
thonius, son of Neptune, whom Minerva is ta- 
bled to have sustained some time m her thigh, 
and afterwards to have committed to the care of 
Aglauros, Pandrosos, and Herse, daughteis 
of Cecrops, king of Athens, with striCl cau- 
tion not to look into the cradle or coffer which 
held him ; but the first and last negleClmg this 
advice, ran mad. Aglauros was turned by En- 
vy into a stone. Ovid, in the second book of 
his Metamorphosis, assigns another reason for 
this Metamorphosis of Aglauros, vvz. that Mer- 
cury being in love with her sister Herse, in- 
treated Aglauros to assist him m his amour, but 
she requiring gold in reward for this service, 
Minerva was so highly offended at her avaiicc, 
that she commanded Envy to harrass her with 
F 2 
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the good luck of her sister Herse^ and after being 
thus tormented for a long time, she then turn- 
ed her to stone Porphyry informs us, that in 
the city Coroms, \vhich Cecrops rebuilt, and 
- which was afterivards called Salamis, a custom 
was established in honour of Aglauros his daugh- 
ter, of sacrificing every year a human viftim ; 
which custom was of long continuance, and, 
after the death of Diomed, transferred to him 
The unfortunate vidtim was conducted to the 
temple, and after having been led thrice round 
the altar, the priest first transfixing his body 
tvith a spear, immediately laid it upon a fune- 
ral pile Dephilus, king of Cyprus, abolished 
this detestable ceremony in the time of Scleu- 
cus, exchanging the human sacrifice for that of 
an ox. 

AGLAUS, a poor Phrygian, whom Apollo judged 
more happy than (Jyges, because he had never 
travelled further than his o\mi ground 

AGLIBOLUS AND MALACHBELUS, were an- 
cient Syrian deities of Palmyra They are re- 
presented, m an antique Roman monument, 
vndei the figure of young men, placed in the 
frontispiece of a temple, with a pine-tree be- 
tween them It IS probable that, in the name 
Aglibolus, the two last syllables, bolus, are the 
same as belus in the name Malacbbclus, and that 
kins is the same as Belenus, another name of 
Apollo or the Sun Herod lan relates of the 

F.mperor Aureliaii, that he built a magnificent 
temple to the Sun, and enriched it with pre- 
cious gifts brought from Palmyi a, and that he 
set up in this temple the statues of the Sun and 
Bel, which statues were probably brought from 
Palmyra ; and, as it appears by an ancient in- 
scription, that Aglibolus and Malachbelus were 
the tutelar deities of that country, it is highly 
probable they were the same as the Sun and Bel, 
w hose statues Aurclian placed in his new-built 
temple. The inscription on a bas-relief in 
Montfaucon is to this elFe6l. Titus Aurelius 
Heliodorus Adrianus of Palmyra, son to Anti- 
ochus, offered and consecrated at his own ex- 
pence to Aglibolus and Malachbelus, the gods 
of bis country, this marble, and a token or 
small silver statue, for the preservation of him- 
self, his wife and children, in the year five hun- 
dred and forty -seven, in the month Perltius. 
This bas-relief, which is what is called an ex 

4 


voto, represents the frontispiece of a temple, 
supported by two columns, on which are two 
figures of young persons, between whom is a 
tree, which some antiquaries cjill a pine, but 
it is more probably a palm, the city of Palmy- 
ra being named from that tree. On the right 
side of the tree is the god Aglibolus, under the 
figure of a young man habited in a tunic, tuck- 
ed* up from the waist ; so that it reaches only 
down to the knee, and over it he has a kind of 
cloak, holding in his left hand a little stick, 
made in the form of a roller. The right arm, 
in which he probably held something else, 
is broken off*. On the other side of the tree is 
the god Malachbelus, representing likewise a 
young man, dressed in a military habit, with 
a cloak about his shoulders, a radiant crown 
upon his head, and having behind him a cres- 
cent whose two horns jut out on each side. — 
The inscription sufficiently informs us that Ag- 
libolus and Malachbelus weie Syrian divinities, 
since they are called gods of his country ; but 
what gods did they represent ? Let us hear the 
learned Spon, whose opinion has not been con - 
tradidted. Some authors, says he, will have 
it that those two figures rcpi csented the sum- 
mer and winter Sun, but as one of the two has 
a crescent behind him, it is more credible they 
are the Sun and Moon. Nor is there any thing 
strange to find the Moon represented by ayoung 
man, since it is certain that frequently both 
sexes were given to the gods, and that there 
was the god Lunus As to Aglibolus, there is 
no doubt but he was the Sun, for the Syrians 
might very probably pronounce this name so, 
as others called Baal Belenus, Bel, or Belus ; 
the change of the e into e is but a small matter 
in the different dialects of a language : but the 
word Agh is unintelligible, unless we admit 
the conjecture of the learned Malaval, who 
makes this word to signify the Itgbi sent from the 
Sun ; which he confirms by the authority of He- 
sychius, who reckons among the epithets of the 
Sun of A»yAiiTiif. Now it is no wonder that the 
Greeks pi onounced Agl^olos, instead ofAegletes 
Belos. Further, that the Palmyrene worship, 
ped the Sun is a faCt not to be doubted. He- 
rodian, as we have already seen, after describ- 
ing the happy success of Aurelian, who made 
himself master of Palmyra, tells us he built at 
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Rome, in memory of that viaory, a stately 
temple, A\here he put the spoils of the Palmy- 
renes ; and among other things, the statues of 
the Sun and of Belus. As for Malachbelus, .is 
this word is compounded of tw’o others, vu* 
Malacb, 'A hich signifies king, and Baal, which 
im{x)rts lord , and as this god is represented 
with a crescent and crown, it is certain he re- 
presents the Moon, or the god Lunus. The 
scripture fiequently designs the Moon by the 
epithet of Queen of Heaven. The prophet Je- 
lemiah, condemning the custom of offering 
cakes to that goddess, expresses himself thus 
Let us sacrifice to the Queen of Heaven, and 
offer libations to her. 

AGLOAPHEME, one of the Syrens. 

AGNITA, OR AGNITES, a surname of Aescu- 
lapius. 

AGNO, OR HAGNO, one of the nymphs that 
nursed Jupiter. She gave her name to a foun- 
tain, concerning which many fabulous wonders 
were told. 

AGON, signified one of the ministers employed 
in the sacrifices, whose business it was to strike 
the victim There were Agones for certain 
days, in most of the ancient feasts and other 
ceremonies in honour of the gods or heroes 
Agon, among the ancients, also implied any 
contest, whether it had regard to bodily exer- 
cise, or the accomplishments of the mind , and 
therefore, poets, musicians, painters, &c had 
their contentions, aswellasthe Athletae, Games 
of this kind w ere celebrated at most of the 
festivals, with great solemnity, either annu- 
ally, or at certain periods of the year Among 
the games celebrated at Athens were the Agon 
Gymnicus, and Agon Neineus, instituted by 
the Argives, in the 5Sd Olympiad, and the 
AgonOlympais, by Heicules, 430 years before 
the fiist Olympiad. The Romans also, in imi- 
tation of the Greeks, instituted games of th s 
kind. The emperor Aurelian established one 
under the name of Agon Solti, the contest of 
the Sun ; and Dioclesian another, which he 
called Agon Capitohnus, which was celebrated 
every fourth year, after the manner of the 
Olympic games, hence the years, instead of 
lustra, are sometimes numbered by Agones 
Agon Adrianalis was that instituted at Athens 
by the enjiperor Adrian. Agon Iselasticus, was 


instituted at Puzzuoli by the emperor Anto- 
ninus Pius It was a sacred combat, and the 
victors at It were called Hieronicae, and were 
to be received into the city through a breach 
in the wall made on purpose. AgonMusicus 
w<is that in which either poets or musicians 
disputed for the prize , such was the contest 
dedicated to Ptolemy, to Apollo, and the Mu- 
ses, with rewards assigned to those writers who 
gained the viftory There were also of this 
kind in the Pythian, Nemacan, and Isthmian 
games, and in the 01ym])ic games after Ne- 
ro’s time, who first mtioduced a musical Agon. 
Others were founded by the emperor Domi- 
tian, at Rome, Najiles, and Alba, &c There 
was an ancient Greek tradf undci the title of 
Tbe Agon of Homer and Hemd, supposed to be 
a narrative of the dispute of these two poets 
at the funeral of Amphidamus and Calchis, 
before king Panidis, brother of the deceased, 
who gave the pri/e, a tripod, to Hesiod Many 
ancient authors mention this contest, and some 
moderns have siispedted the whole for a fiftion 
The learned Fabriciiis, though he supposes the 
book above mentioned, to have been framed by 
some admirer of Hesiod, yet admits the reality 
of some such dispute, and thinks it might have 
happened w hen Homer w as very old, and He- 
siod young , but this opinion is liable to chio- 
nological difficulties.— yfgea Neromanus, a quin- 
quennial contest, called also Ncronian, from 
the name of its institutor, who here bore away 
the piize for playing on the {citbara) harp. — 
Agon IS also used for a place near the "I iber, 
otherwise called the iivcr Ciicus, wherein Cu- 
rule games and combats were celebrated 

AGONALES, an epithet given to the Sain, con- 
secrated by Numa Pompilius to the god Mars. 
SteSaln 

AGON ALIA, feasts celebrated by the Romans 
in honour of Janus, whom they invoked before 
undertaking any affair of importance,* or, as 
some w'ill have it, in honour of the god Ago- 
nius, whom the Romans are also said to have 
invoked on similar occasions. Authors vary 
as to the etymology of this solemnity, some 
deriving it from Mount Agonus, afterwards 
Mons Quirinalis, whereon it was held, whilst 
othei-s suppose it taken from the games and 
wrestling matches, called by the Gieeks ciymts. 
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The Agonalia were by some said to have been 
instituted by Numa Pompilius in honour of 
Janus, whose feast was held on the 9th of Ja- 
nuary, and attended with solemn exercises 
and combats ; but others say, they were observed 
three times in the year, viz. on the 11th of Ja- 
nuary, the 21st of May, and ISth of December 
We learn from Varro, that in the Agonalia 
they sacrificed a ram. 

AGONARCHA, or AGONIST ARCHA, seems 
to have been much the same with Agonotheta, 
though some suggest a difference, making it 
the office of the former to preside at, and di- 
re6l the private exercises of the Athletae, which 
they went through by way of pradlice, befoie 
they made their appearance in public. 

AGONIUM, in Roman antiquity, was used for 
the day on which the Rex Sacrorum sacrificed a 
viftim, as w ell as for the place where the games 
called u^on were celebrated 

AGONOTHETA, a magistrate chosen among 
the Greeks, to preside and have the superin- 
tendency of their sacred games and combats, 
to defray the expences of them ; and adjudge 
the prizes to the conquerors Some make a 
difference between the Athlotheta and Agono- 
theta, urging, that the latter presided only at 
the Scenic games, and the former at the Gym- 
nic ; but the distin^ion seems without foun- 
dation. Middle-age writers usually confound 
Agonistae, the combitants at the games, w ith 
the Agonothetae, or presidents of them. The 
Agonotheta had the immediate charge of the 
manner of life, discipline, and morals of the 
Athletae it was their office to examine and 
admit, or expel them the society or order. 
During the combats, the Agonothetae were 
clothed in purple, and rode in a triumphant 
manner through the Circus, holding in their 
hands an ivory sceptre, with an eagle on it. 
At first there was only one Agonotheta ; in 
the fifth Olympiad a second was added, and in 
the twenty.fifth Olympiad, seven more. Of 
these, three had the direAion of the horse- 
races, as many of the pentathlos, and the rest 
of the other exercises. 

AGORAEUS, an appellation given to those dei- 
ties who had statues in the public markets or 

Jbm. The word is Greek, formed of atyopae, a 
market, in which sense we meet with Mercury 


Agoraeus at Athens, Sicyon, Thebes, Sparta, 
&c Minerva Agoraea was in extraordinary 
veneration among the Lacedemonians. 

AGRAEUS, a name of Apollo from his feeding 
cattle. Also, a name of the god Aristaeus. 

AGRAI, one of the Titans. 

AGRANI A, OR AGRIANIA,a festival celebrated 
at Argos, in memory of one of the daughters 
of king Pi aetus. 

AGRAULIA, a festival at Athens in honour ot 
Agraulos, or Aglauros, daughter of Cecrops, 
and priestess of Minerva, to whom ^she gave 
the surname of Aglauros, and, who was wor- 
shipped in a temple dedicated to her. The 
Cyprians also honoured her with an annual 
festival in the month Aphrodisius, at which 
they offered human viftims ; and this custom 
is said to have continued to the time of Dio- 
medes See Aglauros 

AGRESTIS, an epithet of Pan. 

AGREUS, the son of Apollo and Cyrene, and 
father of Aristaeus 

There was another person of this name. See 
Zeumicbtus. 

AGRIA, daughter of Oedipus, king of Thebes, 
and sister of Antigone, were both pvit to death 
by Creon, king of Thebes See Antigone, 
Creon 

AGRIODOS, that is Fterce-tooib, was one of the 
dogs of AAaeon. 

AGRIOI. The Titans were worshipped under 
this appellation. 

AGRIONI A, festivals annually celebrated by the 
Boeotians in honour of Bacchus. At these fes- 
tivals the women pretended to search for Bac- 
chus as a fugitive, and, after some time, gave 
over their enquiiy, saying, he was fled to the 
Muses, and was concealed among them. Large 
quantities of ivy were used on these occasions, 
because that plant was accounted sacred to 
Bacchus; and so great excesses were some, 
times committed, that once the daughters of 
Minya, king of Qrchomenos, in an extacy of 
devotional furor, slaughtered Hippasus, son of 
Leucippe, and served him up at table ; in me- 
moiy of which horrid aA, the whole family 
was ever after excluded from this festival upon 
pain of death, which Plutarch reports, was in- 
flifted on one of them, who had surreptitiously 
gained admission, by means of Zoilus, a Chae- 
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ronian priest. Some >Kriters say, this ceremony 
seems to signify* that the Muses can restore 
those to reason, whom Bacchus had rendered 
mad by intemperance. 

AGRIOPE, wife of Agenor. Euiydice wife of 
Orpheus, was likewise so called 

AGRIUS andLATINUS, were said to be sons of 
Circe, daughter of the Sun, by Ulysses. Agnus 
was also the name of a giant, who was put to 
death by the Destinies in the war betwixt Ju- 
piter and the Giants ; and there was another 
who was son of Parthaon, and father of Ther- 
sites, as well as one who was brother of Oe- 
neus. 

AGROLETERA and AGROTERA, surnames 
of Diana, on account of a temple erected to her 
in Attica, called Agra. 

AGROTERAS THOUSIA, an anniversary sacri- 
fice of five hundred goats, offered at Athens to 
Minerva, surnamed Agrotera, from Agrae, in 
Attica. The occasion of it was this: When 
Darius emperor of Persia, made an invasion 
upon Attica, Callimachus, who was at that 
time in the office of a Polemarch, made a so- 
lemn vow to Minerva, that if she would grant 
the Athenians viflory over her enemies, so 
many he-goats should be sacrificed to her, as 
should equal the number of the enemy slain. 
Minerva heard the vow, and granted his re- 
quest ; but the number of Persians slain ex- 
ceeding that of all the he-goats they could pro- 
cure, instead of them they offered all the she- 
goats they could find ; but these also falling 
far short of the number, they made a decree, 
that five hundred goats should be offered every 
year, till the number vowed by Callimachus 
should be fully completed. 

AGROTES, an epithet of the god Dagon. 

AGRYUS. See Agnus 

AGYEI, a kind of obelisks sacred to Apollo, and 
placed in the vestibules of houses foi their se- 
curity. Some say they were sacred to Bacchus, 
as proteftor of the high-ways ; and others will 
have them to be sacred to both these deities 
The Agyei were no other than huge stones, or 
perhaps, pieces of wood, having either a circu- 
lar or square basis, and terminating m a 
point. Agyeus or Agyieus, hence became epi- 
thets of Apollo. 

AGYRTES, priests of Cybele, or rather sooth- 


sayers who ran up and down telling fortunes, 
for which purpose they used verses from Ho- 
mer, Virgil, and other poets. Agyrtes was 
also the name of a parricide mentioned by 
Ovid 

AHARIMAN, AHERMAN, or AHRIMAN, so 
the ancient Persians called the principle of 
evil, as opposed to Armozd or Ormozd, the 
principle of good The Greeks and Latins 
called them Anmanms and OromaseUs, in ex- 
plaining the doctrine of Zoroaster concerning 
these two principles. Ahcrman is the name 
of a male demon ; for, according to the Orien- 
tal mythology, there is a difference of sexes 
among the demons The old Persian romances 
relate wonders of the mountain of Aherman, 
where the demons used to assemble to receive 
the orders of their prince, and whence they set 
out to exercise their malice in all parts of the 
world The neme Aherman, according to Hyde, 
is derived from two synonimous terms, which 
signify corrupted, polluted . This repetition of the 
same idea is intended to express the highest de- 
gree of corruption or pollution See Anmarms 

A1 AKEIA, sports at Aegina m honour of Aea- 
cus, who had a temple in that island, wherein 
the vidlors, at the end of the solemnity, used to 
present a garland of flowers 

AlCHEERA, a divinity of the Arabians. 

AIDONE, the wife of Zethus. See Aedo, or Ae- 
don 

AIDONEUSorORCHUS, was, according to some 
authors, prince of the Molossians in Epirus, 
to w horn the name of Pluto was given by the 
Greeks, who relate, that he was the person who 
stole Proserpine , that his dog Cerberus de- 
voured Pinthous, and would have devoured 
Theseus, had not Hercules come to his relief. 
See Ptritbous. 

AIDOS, in the dominions of Jupiter, i e. Hea- 
ven The poets say Aidos and Dice, or Equity, 
were always attendants upon his throne. 

AIGENETES See Arcbegenetes. 

AIGINETON EORTE, a Grecian festival at Ae- 
gina, in honour of Neptune, celebrated for six- 
teen days together, which were wholly employ- 
ed in jollity and sacrificing to the god. The 
denizens of the island, without the assistance 
of servants, being the only votaries, they were 
for that reason called persons who eat 
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by themselves. In conclusion, the solemnity 
finished with sacrificing to Venus. The occa- 
sion and origin of these rites are accounted for 
by Plutarch in his Greek Questions. 

AIJEKE. SeeBaiva. 

AIMENE OR EMENE, a Trojan to whom divine 
honours were rendered in Greece. 

AIORA, ALETIS, EORA, or EOUDEIPNOS, a 
festival and solemn sacrifice celebrated by the 
Athenians, w ith vocal music in honour of Erigo- 
ne, sometimes called Aletis, daughter of Icarius, 
who, out of excess of grief for the misfortune 
of her father, hanged herself, whence the so- 
lemnity had the name of Aiuf». At her death 
she requested the gods, that if the Athenians 
did not revenge the murder of Icarius, their 
virgins might end their lives in the same man- 
ner with herself. Her petition was granted, 
and a great many of them, without any appa- 
rent cause of discontent, became their own ex- 
ecutioners whereupon, by advice of Apollo, 
they instituted the festival to appease Ei igone. 
Others report that it was observed in honour 
of king Temalius, or of Aegisthusand Clytem- 
nestra, and some are of opinion that it was 
first observed, by command of an oracle, in 
memory of the daughter of Aegisthus and Cly- 
temnestra, who in company of her grand-fa- 
ther Tyndarus,took a journey to Athens, where 
she prosecuted Orestes in the court of Areopa- 
gus, and, losing her suit, hanged herself for 
grief. See Ertgone, harms 

AIR. The ancients made a divinity of the ele- 
ments, whom they worshipped under the names 
of Jupiter, Minerva, &c. This was the celes- 
tial Venus amongst the ancient Arabians. 

AIUS LOCUTIUS, OR LOQUENS, a deity to 
w horn the Romans eredled an altar. The words 
are Latin, and signify a speaking voice. The fol- 
lowing accident gave rise to this altar of Aius 
Locutius One M Ceditius, a plebeian, in the 
year of Rome 364, acquainted the Tribunes, 
that in walking the streets by night, he had 
heard a voice over the temple of Vesta, giving 
the Romans notice that the Gauls w ere coming 
against them. This intimation was negle6led, 
but the truth being confirmed by the event, 
Camillus acknowledged this voice to be a new 
deity, and erected an altar to it in Via Nova, 
under the name of the Aius Locutiue. 


AJANTIA : Grecian solemnities instituted to A- 
jax son of Telamon, in the isle of Salamis; also 
In Attica, where, in the memory of the valour 
of that hero, a bier, upon stated days, was a- 
domed with a complete suit of armour, and 
such w as the pious care of the Athenians in re- 
spect of his memory, that his name was trans- 
mitted to posterity in that of one of their tribes, 
which was from him called Aiamr. 

AJAX, son of Oileus, one of the Grecian leaders 
at the siege of Troy. His father’s dominions 
being extensive in the country of the Locrians, 
he easily fitted out forty ships for that famous 
expedition. It is certain that this Ajax may 
be compared to any other prince in the Grecian 
army for courage, resolution, and swiftness, 
though to judgment and conduct he had no 
great pretensions. Homer represents him as so 
fearless and intrepid, that even the gods, when 
they fell upon him with all their thunder and 
storms, could not conquer his resolution and 
boldness, and consequently found it much 
easier to destroy than humble him. The a6lion 
which exposed him to this resentment of the 
gods was infamous and brutal in the highest 
degree ; for he ravished Cassandra, daughter 
of king Priam, even in the temple of Miner- 
va, to which she had fled for san6luary. The 
Greeks themselves were shocked at so profane 
an outrage, and Ulysses was of opinion that he 
ought to be stoned to death It appears, how- 
ever, from several passages in the ancients, that 
Ajax denied the charge, and offered to clear 
himself by oath. He confessed indeed that he 
took the lady from the temple of Minerva, and 
that he foiced her from the statue of that god- 
dess, which she had embraced ; but he protest- 
ed that he did not ravish her, and insisted that 
Agamemnon raised the report falsely, in order 
to keep Cassandra, whom he had seized, in his 
own hands, and whom Ajax reclaimed, as hav- 
ing first taken her prisoner. Minerva, enraged 
at this violation of her temple, had tried 
almost every method to punish him , on his re- 
turn home from Troy, she raised a furious 
storm, and saw his ship perish, notwitlistand- 
ing which, he saved himself upon a rock, in 
which dreadful exigence he insulted the gods 
with this horrible blasphemy — In spite of the gods 
I will escape. Neptune, enraged at this inso- 
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^lence, i^uok the rock ih two with his trtdent, 
M )that the Kipon* which Aj»( stood* fell 
into the sea* and his body was tlirowA by the 
waves upon the island of Delos*' wliere Thetis 
buried it. Some authors relate* that he escap- 
ed the storm ; and returned home in safety.... 
The LOcrians had a singular veneration for his 
memory ; and We shall see under ^ie article 
Cassandra, how they were obliged to exjnate 
his crime. It is said that Ajax made a serpent 
of fifteen feet long to familiar with him, that it 
eat at his table and followed him like a dog.— 
Sometime after his death, the pestilence laid 
waste his ktogdom ; upon which the oracle he. 
ing consulted* made answer* that in order to 
appease the wr^th of Minerva, provoked by the 
impiety of Ajax, the Locrians were to send every 
year to her temple at Troy* two young virgins 
to serve her as priestesses ; which they pui^tu. 
ally obeyed. The conduft of the Trojans to 
these young priestesses might well have excused 
the Locrians from a compliance , at least m the 
earlier times of this practice, for the Trojan.s 
concealed themselves in the way those unfortu- 
nate vi^fims were to take, and after having as- 
sassinated them, burnt their bodies, and threw 
their ashes into the sea. They however conti- 
nued faithful to the decisions of the oracle, and 
some of the missionaries, by taking by-paths, 
arrived safe at the temple , where they found a 
secure sanctuary against the cruelty of their 
enemies^ This custom lasted till the year of 
Rome 564, that is, upwards of a thousand years. 
The Locrians of Opus, of whom Ajax was king, 
had so high -an opinion of his valour, that even 
after his death, they left in their lines of battle 
a vacant place, as if that prince had been to fill 
it up. In the battle they sustained against the 
Crotoniates, Autoleon seeing in their army a 
void place, made his attack there, but was 
wounded by a speftre, and the wound not be- 
ing hkefy to heal, the oracle consulted, made 
answer, that the only remedy remaining for 
him was to appease the manes of Ajax. Aii- 
toleon went for that purpose into the inland of 
Leuce, where, amongst the shades of several o* 
thef heroes of antiquity, he saw that of Ajax, 
whom he af^ased, and was instantly cured. 

Ajax, son of Telamon, king of.Salamls, by Pe- 
ri b^, daughter of Alcathous king of Megara, 
Val, L 


son of Pelops, and grandson of Tantalus, son 
of Jupiter, was next to Achilles tlie most va- 
liant among the (Greeks at the siege of Troy.— 
He commanded the troops of Salainis m that 
expedition, and performed the various heioic 
actions mentioned by Homer, DuHyb Qretensis, 
Quintus Calaber, and Ovid, in the speech of 
Ajax contending for the armour of Achilles.— 
This armour, however, being adjudged to his 
competitor, Ulyhses, bis disappointment so en- 
raged him, that he immediately became mad, 
and rushed furiously upon a flock of sheep, ima- 
gining he was killing those n ho had oflbnded 
him, but at length, {lerceHing his mistake, he 
became still more furious, and stabbed himself 
with the fatal sword he had leceived from Hec- 
tori with whom he had fought Whoever un- 
dei'stands the least of the ancient Mythology, 
knows the causes and circumstances of his death 
to have been so variously told, as that one ac- 
count destroy.s the other ; for Diifys, and after 
him Suiidas, affirm tliat these two heroes dis- 
puted not for the armour of Achilles, but for 
the Palladium, and add, that Agamemnon hav- 
ing adjudged it to Ulysses, Ajax vow ed revenge, 
upon which Agamemnon, with the other chiefs, 

• assassinated him m ins tent that Ulysses su.s- 
jjeited of being the as.sa.ssin, was obliged to fly 
in disguise, and that the army retained a high 
resentment against Agamemnon. Ajax resem- 
bled Achilles in several I’espetfts , like him he 
was violent, and impatient of contradiction, 
and, like him, invulnerable in every pait of the 
body except one ; of w hich this was the occa- 
sion. Hercules, seeing Telamon uneasy for 
not having children, prayed to Jujiitcr to 
give him a son, who should have a skin as 
hard as the Neniean lion’s, and to he his equal 
m courage Having seen an eagle as he finish, 
ed his prayer, and taking this for a good omen, 
he promis^ Telamon such a .son as he had pray- 
ed for,«and ordered him to give the infant the 
name of Ajax, from a Greek >yord signifying 
eagle, which bird had given the lucky presage 
After the birth of Ajax, Hercules returned to 
visit Telamon, and, taking the child quite nak- 
ed, covered him with the skin of the Netncan 
lion, whence the body of Ajax became invul- 
nerable, except in the part beneath the hole in 
the skin, where Hercules hung his quiver It 
G 
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is not agreed where the vulnerable part lay^ 
some placing it under the ami-pitj some under 
the neck, others under the side, and others 
under t!he breast One of the charadters oS A* 
jax was impiety and irreligion ; not that he 
denied the gods a very extensive power, but 
he imagined, that as the greatest cowards 
might conquer through their assistance, there 
wds no glory in conquering by such aids ; and 
scorned to owe his victory to aught but his own 
prowess Accordingly, we are told that when 
he was setting out for Troy, his father recom- 
mended him always to join the assistance of 
the gods to his own valour ; to which Ajax re- 
plied, that«cowards themselves were often vic- 
torious by such helps, but for his own part he 
would make no reliance of the kind, being as- 
sured he should be able to conquer without — 
It is further added, upon the head of his irre- 
ligion, that to Minerva, who once offered him 
her advice, he replied with indignation trou- 
ble not yourself about my coududt ; of that I 
shall give a good account . you have nothing 
to do but reserve your favour and assistance for 
the other G reeks.” Another time she oifered to 
guide his chariot in the battle, but he would 
not sutler her. Nay, he even defaced the owl, 
her favourite bird, which was engraven on his 
shield , lest that figure should be considered as 
an a6l of reverence to Minerva, and. hence as 
indicating distrust in himself. It is but just 
however to acquaint the reader in this place, 
that he is not represented as so irreligious by 
Homer ; for though he does not pray to Jupiter 
himself, when he prepares to engage the valiant 
He6ior, yet he desires others to pray for him, 
either with a low voice, lest the Trojans should 
hear, or louder if they pleased : for, says he, 

I fear no person in the world It is feigned of 
this Ajax, that his soul having the liberty of 
choosing a body to return in again upon earth, 
he preferred that of the lion to the^human.— 
The poets give to Ajax the same commendation 
that the holy scripture gives to king Saul, with 
regard to his stature. Ajax has been the subject 
of several tragedies, as well in Greek as Latin; 
and it is related that the famous comedian, Ae- 
sop, refused to aft that part The Greeks paid 
great honours to this hero after his death, and 
erefted to him a noble monument upon the pro- 


montozyr of Rheteum, which wasope of-ttose 
Alexander detited to see and honour. Pausa- 

, nias tells us oneof the Atlienian tiribestbore the 
name of Ajax ; that the honours which thciy de- 
creed both to him and to bis son Eurysaces were 
still subsisting ; that the people of Salamis .built 
a temple to him, and that the. whole country of 
Greece invoked him before the battle of Sala- 
mis, and decreed to him as ^part of the first 
fruits due to the gods, one of the ships which 
th^ had taken from the Persians in that me- 
morable contest. See AJmUia. , 

Ajax, son of Tqucer, built, a temple to Jupiter 
in Olbus, a city of Cilicia. Th? pripst of that 
temple was Iprd of .the country, which was called 
Trachiotis. Several tyrants endeavoured to 
seize this country, and to keep it to themselves, 
so that it became a theatre of war and conten- 
tion. After the expulsion of these tyi:ants, it 
was called the country of T eucer, and the Priest- 
hood. These are the names which it had in the 
times of Strabo, who adds, that the greatest 
part of the priests had been denominated either 
Teucer or Ajax. 

ALAIA OR ALEAIA, a festival sacred to Mi- 
nerva, surnamed Alea, at Tegea in Arcadia, 
where that goddess was honoured with a temple 
of great antiquity. 

ALABANDUS, son of Callirhoe, who was ranked 
amongst t^e gods. His worship was celebrated 
at Alabanda, a city of Caria. 

ALAGHABAL, the same as Heliogabalus. 

ALALA, a name of Bellona. 

ALALCOMENE, daughter of Ogyges, king of 
Thebes, by Thebe, daughter of Jupiter and 
lodamia, was the most celebrated of the three 
daughters of that monarch, from her office as 
nurse to Minerva, and from the worship paid 
her after her death. She was reckoned the god- 
dess who brought designs to a hapj^ issue. — 
This goddess was represented not by a whole 
statue, but only by a head or breast, to shew 
that it is the head or understanding, that de- 
termines the limits of things; and, for the 
same reason, they sacrificed to her only the heads 
of viftims. Her temples were all uncovered, 
to signify that she drew her origin from hea- 
ven, the sole source of wisdom, Pausanias 
relates that Menelaus, upon his return from 
the siege of Troy,' erefted to her a statue ; a& 
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havingi by her assistance, put an end to the 
Tjrojan wary, which he> had undertaken for the 
lecovcry of Helen his wife. SteJProxidka. 

ALALCQMENEIS, an epithet of Minerva, de- 
rived, according to some, from the name of 
him who ereAed her statue ; or, according to 
others, from her giving assistance to her fa- 
vourites ; as to Hercules, whose great protec- 
tress she was against Juno. It was, according 
to Pausanias, in the attitude of a woman, ready 
to defend that hero, that the Megareans erec- 
ted a statue of her in the temple Of Olym- 
pian Jupiter. Others, however, pretend, that 
the name was derived from Alalcomene, daugh- 
ter of Ogyges, and nurse to Minerva. 

ALASTOR, one of Pluto’s horses. It was also 
the name of the brother of Neleus, son of Nes- 
tor, and of one of the companions of Sarpedon, 
killed by Ulysses at the siege of Troy. The 
name of Ai^astohes was likewise given to tlie 
malificent Demons. 

ALBA, a city of Latium, built by Ascanius, tlie 
son of Aeneas. 

ALBANI, in Roman antiquity, a college of the 
iSalii, or priests of Mars, so called from Mount 
Albanus, the place of their residence. See 
Salii * 

ALBANIA* an epithet of Juno, thus named from 
Alba, where shewasworshipped.— Albania was 
also a name of a country on the shores of the 
Caspian sea, so called, because its inhabitants 
were originally from Alba in Italy, w hence they 
emigrated under the conduct of Hercules, after 
the defeat of Geryon. 

ALBION AND BERGION, or BRIGIO, two 
giants, sods of Neptune, who, when Hercules 
was on his way to the Hesperides, attempted 
to interrupt him. The hero having spent all 
his arrows, and being in great danger, prayed 
to Jupiter, and obtained from him a shower 
of stones, with which he overwhelmed them, 
whence tihe place was called Tbe Sioney Fuld, 
and lay in a part of France anciently denomi- 
nated Gallia Narbonensis. 

ALBOGALERUS, in Roman antiquity, a sacer- 
dotal cap or ornament worn by the Fiamen 
Dialis., It is otherwise called Galerus. The 
Albogakrus was m^e of the skin of some white 
vi£^ sacrificed to Jupiter, on the top of which 
was a decoration of olive branches. 


ALBUNA, a goddess worshipped by the Romans'. 
Some think ^e was Ino, daughter of Athamas, 
who, fearing her husband, threw herself head- 
long, with her son Melicerta, into the sea 
others confound her with the tenth Sibyl, cal- 
led Tiburtma, betause she was born at Tibur 
ALBUR'NUS, a god revered on a mountain of 
the same name m Lucania. 

ALCAEUS, son of Perseus, and husband of Hip- 
pomone, or Hipponome, was the grandfather 
of Hercules, from whom some pretend him to 
have been called Alcides Hercules is also said 
to have had a grandson of this name, by his son 
Cleoalus, who was father of the first king of 
the second dynasty of the Lydians 
ALCANDER, one of the chiefs under Sarpedon, 
slain by Ulysses 

ALC A NOR, brother of Maeon ; the former was 
wounded, and the latter killed by Aeneas. 
ALCAOUS, son of Perseus, and father of Am- 
phitryon 

ALCATHOIA: solemn gamesatMegara, in me- 
mory of Alcathous, son of Pelops, who, under 
the suspicion of murdering his brother Chrysip- 
pus, fled to Megara, and there having slain a 
terrible lion that had ravaged the country, and 
killed Eurippus, the son of king Megareus, not 
only obtained the king’s daughter in marriage, 
but was declared his successor. 

ALCATHOUS- when Apollo was exiled from 
heaven for killing the Cyclops, who forged Ju- 
piter’s thunderbolts, he assisted Alcathous in 
building a labyrinth, in which a stone, where 
he used to lay his lyre, emitted such harmony 
' on the slightest stroke, as to equal the strains oi 
a harp See Alcatbota, 

There was a Trojan of this name who married 
Hippodamia, daughter of Anchises, and was 
killed by Idomeneus at the siege of Troy 
ALCE, one of the hounds of A6laeon. 
ALCESTE, OR ALCESTIS. See Admetus. 
ALClDAMASi a charafter mentioned by Ovid, 
saw his own daughter bring forth a dove. 
ALCIDES, one of the two proper names of Her- 
culw, which he either derived from his grandfa- 
ther Alcaeus, or else was given by his parents 
' from his extraordinary 'rtrength. It was also 
on the latter account a surname of Minerva 
There were likewise the Gods Alcides. 

G 2 
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ALCIMEDE, mother ofjason^and wife of Aeson, 
kingofTbcbsaly. See Jason, Minyas, 

ALCIMEDON, a famous sculptor. There was 
also a Grecian hero so called. 

ALCINOE, daughter ot Polybius the Corinthian, 
and wife of Aniphilochus, fell in love with Xan- 
thus, who lodged at her house ; and fdrsaking 
, her husband and children, embarked with him 
for the isle of Samos, his native country. Dur- 
ing this voyage, reflefting on her conduct, she 
called to mind, with cries and tears, lier hus- 
band and infants ; but all the tender things 
her lover could say, even though he offered to 
marry her, affording no consolation, she threw 
hei-self into the sea. The most extraordinary 
part of this story is, thatMmen?a is said to have 
inspired Alcinoe with this criminal passion, for 
no better reason than to punish her for not pay- 
ing what she had promised a woman who worked 
for her 

ALCINOUS, king of the Phaeacians, in the is- 
land now called Corfu, was son of Nausithous, 
and grandson of Neptune by Periboea , or, as 
others say, son of Phacax, son of Neptune and 
Corcyra. He married his niece Arete, only 
daughter of Rhexenor, son of Nausithous, who 
brought him five sons, and a daughter named 
Nausiciw According to Homer, in the gar- 
dens ot Alcinous was the most excellent fruit 
m the world, which was renewed every month 
without vicissitude of winter and summer. By 
these gardens, of which the poets speak in rap- 
turous language, Alcinous has chiefly immor- 
talized his memory. This king received Ulys- 
!a:s with much civility, when thrown by a storm 
on the coast of Phaeacia, and conducted him 
to Ithaca loaded with presents During the 
feast, to which Ulysses was admitted, he en- 
tertained the company with a variety of tales ; 
it is thought this became the origin of some 
proverbs in use among the ancients The Phae- 
acians, however, though they lived in luxury 
and pleasure, were yet expert sailors , and Al- 
cinous himself, though he made no secret to 
Ulysses, that he and his people loved feasting, 
music, dancing, change of apparel, baths, and 
beds, ia, nevertheless, represented as a just 
prince. 

ALCIOPE, daughter of Ag’aura and Mam, was 
one of the wives of Neptune. 


AUCIPPEi daughter of Neptune, and sister of 
‘HaJiroUiua, tet Allirotiud ' The god Mars hav- 
ing killed the brother, and violated the sister, 
was cited before the ^ assembly of the gods to 
amwer for his crimes.' Twelve gods were pre- 
sent, of whom six were fiDf acquitting him, so 
that, by the custom of the court, when the 
voices were equal, the deeisicm was made on 
the favourable side. Some say this trial was 
in the famous Areopagus, or Hill of Mars, at 
Athens, a court, which, in succeeding times, 
gamed the highest reputation for the justice 
and impartiality of its proceedings It should 
be observed, that some make Alcippe the daugh- 
ter of Mars, and Halirothus her violater, whom 
Mars having put to death for his crime, was ar- 
raigned and tried for the murder of. 

There w ere several other Alcippes * one daughter 
of Oenomaus ; another, daughter of the giant 
Alcyon , a third, a shepherdess in Theocritus, 
Virgil, &c 

ALCIS, aGerman divinity, supposed to be Castor 
or Pollux 

ALCITHOE, with Arsinoe and Leuconoe her sis- 
ters, Theban ladies, daughters of Minyas or 
Mincius, deriding the sacrifices of Bacchus, 
staid at home, and spun during their celebra- 
tion, for which they were turned by Bacchus 
into bats, and their fiax, spindles, and looms 
into vines and ivy. A different account of this 
matter is given under the article Aghionia. 

ALCMAON, a Greek killed by Sarpedon before 
Troy. 

ALCMEN A, daughter of Ele6lryo,king of Myce- 
nae, was wife of Aphitryo or Amphitryon (stiled 
by some authors king of Thebes) and mother of 
Hercules. This son, whom she bore during her 
husband’slife time, was, neverthel'es8,notthe son 
of Amphitryon, but of Jupiter, who, taking upon 
himself the likeness of Alcmena’s husband, was, 
in his absence, received for him ; and the com- 
pany of Alcmena having pleased the deity, he 
is said to have put three nights into one, for 
the protraftion of his visit. The greatest part 
of modern writers pretend, that Alcmena was 
already with child by Amphitryon ; but Apol- 
lodorus insinuate8> that when visited by Jupiter, 
she was still a maiden. However that be, Am- 
phitryon ‘i-etiiilied ^ his own house' the very 
day succeeding the long night, which Jupiter 
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had passed N^ith Alcmena, and perceiving hia 
wife did not recdve him with those transports 
which usually accompany an interview after 
absence, suspected the reason, and going to 
Tiresias the soothsayer, was informed, tliat 
Jupiter, assuming his figure, had been kindly 
received by Alcmena. This gave him some 
consolation ; and it is evident, that his resent- 
ment was but of short continuance, for Alcme- 
ua, the following night, became pregnant of 
twins. Juno, however, - stimulated with jea- 
lousy, impeded, as much as possible, their 
birth ; and it was only by the management of 
Oalantbu that the ill designs of Lucina, for this 
purpose, were eluded. Alcmena brought forth 
two sons ; that of Jupiter was named Hercules, 
and the other by Amphitryon, Iphiclus some 
also add a daughter called Laodamia Amphi- 
tryon, in order to know his own son from the 
son of Jupiter, threw two serpents on the bed 
where they lay,and had his doubts soon decided, 
by the unconcern of Hercules and the terror of 
Iphiclus. Alcmena is said to have worn an orna- 
ment on her head of three moons, in commemo- 
ration of the night which Jupiter had trebled 
After the death of Amphitryon, Alcmena is 
reported to have married Rhadamanlhus, and 
to have been buried near him hard by Halartus 
Ih Boeotia ; others say, that she was buried at 
Megara, and that the oracle appointed it so, 
when the children of Hercules consulted it 
upon 'a difference among them , some being 
willing that she should be carried to Argos , 
others desiring she might be removed to 
Tbebes She died on the* road, in the fron- 
tiers of Megara, as she was letummg from 
Argos to Thebes. She had the affli6tion of 
surviving Hercules ; but in part to compen- 
sate that, she had the satisfadtion of holding 
the head of his persecutor in her hands, and of 
plucking out the eyes : for Apollodorus tells 
us, that Ulysses, one of the sons of Hercules, 
having slain Eurystheus, cut off his head, and 
gave it to Alcmena. It is related, that her 
body disappeared during the funeral ceremo- 
nies, and that a stone was found in lier bed, 
which gave Pausanias occasion to say, that she 
was turned into stone. Antonius Liberalis 
relates, that whilst the Heraclidae were busied 
about Alcmena’sobsequies, Jupiter commanded 


Mercury to steal her away, and to transport 
her to the Elysiau fields, in order to be mar- 
ried to Rhadamanthus. The order was exe- 
cuted, and a stone put into the coffin they 
who carried it finding it very heavy, opened it, 
and there found instead of the body a stone, 
which they deposited in a sacred wood, where 
was afterwards the chapel of Alcmena. Dio- 
dorus Siculus only observes, that she disap- 
peared, and that the 1 hebans paid her divine 
honours. They continued to shew her cham- 
ber in Thebes in the tune of Pausanias, when 
her altar w as likewise to be seen at Athens. 
See Amphitryon, Arcbippe, Eutyiibcns, Galantbis 

ALCMENE, daughter of Amphiaiaus See Am- 
pbiaraus. 

ALCMEON, son of Amphiaraus and Eriphylc^, 
sister of Adrastus king of Argos, slew his mo- 
ther in obedience to the command of his father 
Amphiaraus looked upon Ei iphyle as the cause 
of his death Being a great divmer, he would 
not go to the war of Thebes, foreseeing he 
should perish there Adrastus and he engaged 
in a dispute on this point, in which A^nphiaraus 
not only declined taking any decisive part in 
the war himself, but also dissuaded Adrastus 
from it Eriphyle, to whom Amphiaraus had 
piomiscd on, oath, that in ail disputes with 
Adrastus, he would be guided by her advice, 
decided the matter in favour of her brother, 
being gained over by a necklace which she ac- 
cepted from Polynices, in opposition to the in- 
jun^ion of her husband to accept of no present 
from her All the generals, except Adrastus, 
having perished in the Theban war, their aons 
formed a resolution, ten years after, to revenge 
their overthrow, and with this view cho.se 
Alcmeon their chief , Eriphyle again, won by 
a necklace and mantle presented her by Ther- 
sander, son of Polynices, soliciting them to this 
war Whatever desire Alcmeon might have 
to dispatch his mother, before he accepted the 
command, he yet marched against the Thebans 
without executing the order of his father The 
expedition proved fortunate , the Thebans, by 
advice of Tiresias, abandoning their city, which 
was plundered and ruined Alcmeon learning 
that Eriphyle had suffered herself to be cor- 
rupted by fresh presents against him also, 

< transported with rage, slew her, after consult. 
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ing the oracle. Some writers maintain, that 
his brother Amphilochus assisted in the par- 
ricide , but a greater number aver the con- 
trary, Alcmeon, haunted by the Furies on 
account of this aftion, retired to Psophis in 
Arcadia, where he expiated his crime through 
the ministration of Phegeus, according to the 
ceremonies in such cases appointed, and mar- 
ried Arsinoe daughter of Phegeus, to whom he 
made a present of the same necklace and man- 
tle winch had been given to Eriphyle. A great 
famine arising, recourse was had to the oracle, 
which ordered Alcmeon to take refuge with 
Achelous. He arrived m his country after 
much wandering, received afresh the ceremo- 
nies of expiation, married Callirhoe, daughter 
of Achelous, and settled upon a nook of land 
which the river had foimed by banking up the 
sand. Callirhoe declaring she would cohabit 
no longer with him unless he made her a pre- 
sent of Eriphyle ’s necklace and mantle, Alc- 
meon was obliged to return to Phegeus, of 
whom he obtained the necklace, after making 
him believe, that he had learnt from the ora- 
cle, that the persecution of the Furies w ould 
not cease till he had oJiered the necklace to 
Apollo. Phegeus afterwards finding that Alc- 
meon intended to present Callirhoe w ith the 
necklace, ordered his two sons to pursue and 
kill him. This order they executed, at which 
Arsinoe being enraged, they carried her to 
Tegea in a chest, and charged her with the 
murder. Some say that Alcmeon, during his 
madness, diverted himself with the prophetess 
Man to, daughter of Tiresias, who bore him 
two children, Amphilochus and Tisiphone 
The Furies of Alcmeon were frequent subjedts 
upon the stage of ancient Greece, but none 
of these tragedies now remain TheOropians, 
who were more forward than any to rank Am- 
phiaraus among the gods, excluded Alcmeon 
from those divine honours which they conferred 
ujion his father and brother, because of his par- 
ricide There are authors who say, that Alc- 
meon, after the second Theban war, went into 
Aetolia, upon the persuasion of Diomedes ; that 
he assisted him to conquer that country and 
Afcanania ; and that, having been summoned 
to join in the Trojan expedition, Diomedes 
went thither, but that Alcmeon staid in Ar- 
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canania; and, to do honour to his brother Am- 

* philochus, built a city which he called Argos 
of Amphilochus. What has been said of Alc- 
meon ’s tomb deserves notice * it was at Psophis 
in Arcadia, liad hardly any magnificence or 
ornaments, but was surrounded with cypress 
trees so high, their shade covered the hill which 
overlooked the city These trees were called 
The Virgins, and not cut down, being supposed 
sacred to Alcmeon. See Adrastus, Ampbiaraus, 
Amphilochus, Callirhoe. 

ALCOMENAEUS Ulysses was so called from 
Alcomene, a city of Ithaca. 

ALCON, son of Enctheus There were several 
others of this name, one a son of Mars, another 
of Amycus, and a third of Hippocoon. 

ALCYON, brother of Porphyrion, was one of 
the giants in the war against the gods It seems 
theie was a prophetical rumor among the dei- 
ties, that the giants should not be overcome, 
unless a mortal assisted ii> the war , wherefore 
Jupiter, by advice of Pallas, called up Hercu- 
Ics, and being assisted by the other gods, gain- 
ed a complete vidtory over the rebels, most of 
whom peiished in the conflict. Flercules first 
slew Alcyon with an arrow', but he still revived 
and grew stronger, till Pallas drew him out of 
the moon’s oib, when he expired. Alcyon is 
said to have killed twenty-four of the adherents 
of Heicules before he fell. Upon the death of 
Alcyon, seven young virgins, who >^ere qna- 
moured of him, or, as others say, his daugh- 
ters, w ere so afflidled at his loss that they threw 
themselves into the sea, and were turned into 
Halcyons 

ALCYONEUS, another of those giants, whom 
Minerva encountering at the Corinthian isth- 
mus, killed in spite of his monstrous bulk. 

ALEA . Minerva was so called from a city of this 
name in Arcadia, where a temple was erefted, 
and festivals observed to her honours, under the 
title of Aleam. 

ALECTO, one of the three Eumenides or Furies. 
She is called Aledlo, from a privative and Xvfu, to 
rest. Ale6lo is described with vipers about her 
head, and as armed with vipers, scourges, and 
torches. Consult that fine description of this 
Fury in Virpl, \yhere he makes her begin the 
war between the followers of Aeneas and the 
old inhabitants of Latium. See Furies. 
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ALECTOR. See Argaeus. 

ALECTRYO, or ALECTRYON, was the confi- 
dant of Mars> in his intrigue with Venus. As 
Apollo, or the Sun, had a friendship for Vul- 
can, the husband of Venus, Mars was particu- 
larly fearful of his discovering the aflair, and 
therefore appointed the youth Aleftryo to warn 
him and his fair mistress ot the Sun’s approach. 
The sentinel unluckily falling asleep, the Sun 
saw them together, and presently communica- 
ted the secret to Vulcan, who, to revenge the 
injury, (against their next meeting, an oppor- 
tunity for which soon offered, upon pretence 
of his going to Lemnos) contrived so fine and 
imperceptible a net-work of iron, that they 
were taken and exposed to the ridicule of the 
gods, till released at the intercession of Nep- 
time. Mars, to punish Alectryo for his neg- 
le6l, changed him into a cock, who, to atone 
for his fault, has ever since given constant no- 
tice of the Sun’s approach, by his crowing 

ALECTRYOMANTIA, a kind of divination by 
acock 

ALEMANNUS, a hero of the ancient Germans, 
whom they revered as a god. 

ALEMONA, the tutelary goddess who presided 
over children prior to their birth. 

ALEMONIDES MYSCELUS, son of Alemon. 

ALEON, one of the Dioscuri 

ALEO DEUS, Mercury. 

ALETES, son of Aegisthus, who, having usurp- 
ed the kingdom of, Mycenae, was killed by O- 
restes. 

ALETHES, an honest Trojan, and friend of Ae- 
neas. 

ALETIDES, sacrifices which the Athenians of- 
fered to Icarius and Erigone, agreeable to the 
appointment of the oracle of Apollo. They 
were called Aletuies, from a Greek word signi- 
fying to wander, because Erigone wandered in 
search of her father See Icarius, Erigone 

ALEUS, king of Arcadia, famous for the many 
temples he caused to be erected . 

ALEXANDER, the name given to Paris, son of 
Priam, by the shepherds who brought him up 
also a son of Eurystheus. 

ALEXANDRA, the same with Cassandra, daugh- 
ter of Priamy See Cassandra. 

ALEXANDRIA. This city has been personified 
OR gems and medals> and symbolized by the 


various attributes of plenty ; particularly, and 
properly, by corn : Aegypt having been the 
granary of Rome. 

ALEXIA, a Celtic city, built by Hercules 
ALEXI ARE, daughter of Hercules by ebe, and 
sister of Anicetus. 

ALEXICACUS, an epithet of Neptune, whom 
the tunny fishers used to invoke under this ap- 
pellation, that their nets might be preserved 
from the swoid-fish, which used to tear them , 
and that he might prevent the assistance which 
it was pretended the dolphins used to give the 
tunnies on this occasion See Aiesius 
ALEXIRHOE, a nymph who was wife to Pan 
ALEXOTHOE, daughter of Dimas and mother 
of Aesacus, by king Priam. 

ALIA, in Grecian antiquity, solemn games cele- 
brated at Rhodes, in honour of the Sun, who is 
said to have been born in the island of Rhodes, the 
inhabitants ot which were reputed his posterity; 
and theretore, according to Strabo, called He- 
liades In these games the combatants were 
not only men, but boys, and the vi6tors were 
rewarded with a crown of poplar 
ALIGER ARC AS the winged Arcadian ; that 
is. Mercury. 

ALILAT, a divinity of the ancient Arabians. — 
Herodotus infoi ms us, that these people wor- 
shipped the sun and moon under the names of 
Utrotalt and Alilat, or Alitta It is plain that 
this appellation is derived from the Hebrew 
baltlab, or baleilat, which signifies the nigbt, 
because the moon, which was adored under his 
name, shines in the night. Some authors are 
of opinion that the Mahometan Arabs took the 
crescent, which they place on tops of towers, 
as Christians do the cioss, horn the ancient 
religion of the Arabians, who adored the moon, 
and not from the flight ol Mahomet fi om Mecca 
to Medina, at the time of the new moon 
Alilat was an epithet also given to Diana and Ve- 
nus by the Phoenicians, Arabians, and Cappa- 
docians , to the forniet as the moon, and the 
latter as the evening star 
ALIOPE, mother of the Telchines. See Tekbines, 
ALIPES DEUS, tbegod with winged feeti that is. 
Mercury 

ALITERIUS AND ALITERIA. Jupiter and Ce- 
res were thus called from preventing millers 
' from stealing meal. 
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A1#LAT« an idol ot the ancient Ai abiaiib before | ALMON, god of a small river so called in the 


the time of Mahomet. The inhabitants ot Ta- I 
gef, who worshipped this idol, were so attached 
to it, that they begged of Mahomet, as a con- 
dition of peace, not to destroy it for thiee years, 
which not obtaining, they asked only a month's 
respite , but this also positively refusing, it was 
destroyed by his order in the ninth year of the 
Hegira TheTeyeffians bitterly lamented the 
loss of their deity. 

ALLIROTIUS, OR HALIROTHUS, son of Nep- 
' tune, and brother of Alcippe. Mars being in 
love with Alcippe, but unable to gain her af- 
fections, offered violence to her and slew her 
brother Allirotius. Neptune, enraged at the 
death of his son, cited Mai’s to judgment The 
place where this famous judgment was pio- 
nounced, was called a name formed 

from that of Mars, called Are^, and the woid 
PagoSt because the assembly was held upon an 
eminence called way®*, the Rock of Mats, 
which IS the origin of the famous tiibunal Aie- 
opagus. As the transactions of those tunes 
were seldom written without some embellish- 
ment, It was given out that Mars had been ab- 
solved by the judgment of the twelve great 
gods, because the judges on this trial were in 
number twelve. This event, so celebrated in 
Grecian story, happened, according to the 
chronicle of Paros, under the reign of Crana- 
nus, that is, 1560 years before Christ. See the 
article Alcippe, 

ALLOPROSALLOS, an epithet of Mars, who 
was the common god of opposite armies 

ALLYATT'ES, or ALLYATTUS, king of Ly- 
dia, and father of Croesus, succeeded Sadiates 
He prepared for carrying on a war against Cy- 
axares, king of the Medes ; but when the two 
armies were ready to engage, they were pre- 
vented by an eclipse of the sun, the cause of 
which being unknown to them both, they in- 
stantly concluded a peace. Allyattcs is said to 
have excelled on musical instruments, and a 
monument was creCled to him at Sardis, by the 
Lydian maids, who raised money for the pur- 
pose by prostitution. 

ALMA, a name of Ceres, from her nourishing 
and impregnating all seeds and vegetables, and 
being, as it were, the commem mother of all 
things. 3 


territory of Ronie, and father of the nym{di 
Lara. Of the same name likewise was the son 
of Tyrrhus, who was of the party of Turnus 
and the Latins, and fell in the seventh Aeneid. 

ALMOPS, son of Neptune and Athamantis, one 
of the giants who made war upon Jupiter. 

ALMUS, OR ALUMNUS, names of Jupiter be- 
cause he cherishes all things. 

ALOA, a Grecian feast in honour of Ceres and 
Bacchus, by whose blessings the husbandmen 
} eceived the recompense of their labours, and 
therefore their oblations consisted of nothing 
but the fruits of the earth. Others say this fes- 
tival was instituted in commemoration of the 
primitive Greeks, w ho lived in corn-fields and 
vineyards. Authors are not agreed as to the 
time of celebrating the Aloa : Some suppose it 
to have been before the commencement of har- 
vest, whilst otliers will have it a rejoicing af- 
ter harvest, not unlike our harvest bom The 
most probable opinion is that which fixes it in 
the month Possidion, answering to our D«:em- 
ber, and derives its denomination from the 
threshing time, when the husbandmen lived 
much in their barns. 

ALOIDAE, ALOIDES ; names given to Oetus, 
or Othus, and Ephialtes, reputed sons of the 
giant Aloeus and Iphimedia , others say that 
Neptune w as their father, and that this marine 
deity made them grow every year a foot and a 
halt 111 statue, and as much in compass. Aloeus 
being old, and incapable of attending in the 
war, they confederated with the giants, com- 
menced hostilities against Jupiter, and led Mars 
in irons, who was afterwards delivered by Mer- 
cury Nothing less would serve these brothers 
but marrying Juno and Diana ; Jupiter, how- 
ever, frustrated their ambition, and they were 
at last shot by the arrows of Apollo and his sis- 
ter. 

ALOPE, daughter of Cercyon, having received 
Neptune too favourably, and had a child by 
him, was put to death by her father, and chang- 
ed into a fountain. 

One of the Harpies also was called by this name. 

ALOTI A, in Grecian antiquity, a fqistival observ- 
ed to the honour of Minerva, by the Arcadians, 
in memory of a viftory in which they took a 
great number of the LacedemonianB prisoners. 
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ALPHEAEA, or ALPHEA, a name of Diana, 
from a temple consecrated to her on the banks 
of the Alpheus. 

alpheiAs, a name of Arethusa, from the river 
Alpheus. 

ALPHENOR, one of the sons of Niobc and Am- 
phion, killed by Apollo and Diana, as he vas 
endeavouring to lift up his brothers, Phaedimus 
and Tantalus. See Ntobe, Ampbwn 

ALPHESIBOEA, daughter of Phlegeus, and wife 
of Alcmaeon 

ALPHEUS . The river so called is fabled to have 
been a hunter, who having long pursued A- 
rethusa, a nymph in the train of Diana, was 
changed by this goddess into the stream which 
retained his name, whilst the nymph was con- 
verted to a fountain. Alpheus, however, in 
his new state, remained not unconscious of 
his passion, and therefore sought to gratify it, 
by blending his waters with those of the foun- 
tain. 

ALRUNES • the Germans called their household 
gods by this title 

ALTAR, an eminence on which sacrifices were 
anciently offered to some deity. The Pagans 
at first made their altars only of turf, but, in 
succeeding tunes, they were made of stone, 
wood, marble, and even of horn, as that of 
Apollo in the island of Delos The figure of 
them, as well as the materials, was diffei ent , 
some were round, others square, others oval 
They were always turned towards the east, and 
stood lower than the statues of the gods, which 
were placed upon bases above. The altar w as 
generally adorned with leaves and flowers — 
those of Apollo with laurel , of Hercules w ith 
poplar ; of Jupiter with oak Venus had her 
myrtle, and Minerva her olive The height of 
the altars differed according to the gods to 
whom they were consecrated ; which consecra- 
tion was performed by pouring oil upon them 
The sacrifices to the infernal gods w ere mqjlc 
in holes in the earth ; to the terrestrial gods 
on altars almost level with the ground , but 
those of the celestial gods were higher, that of 
Jupiter Olympus being, according to Pausa- 
nias, an elevation of almost twenty-two feet — 
Before temples weire in use, altars were erect- 
ed, sometimes in the high’^ays, sometimes in 
groves, and sometimes on the tops of moun- 
FoL I. 


tains. It was customary to engrave upon them 
the name, or proper ensign or charadler ofthc- 
deity to whom they were dedicated When any 

person fled to any one of these for refuge, it 
was not lawful to take him away by force , but 
sometimes they would light up a fire near the 
altar to drive him thence, and then it was sup- 
posed to be done by the intervention of Vul- 
can but this w as seldom suffered Altars w ere 
of divers kinds, and sacred to gods, hciocs, 
virtues, vices, diseases, &c &c Thus we read 
of the i««cr aUar, or that built under the root 
or cover of some temple or other building — 
the outer altar, that sub dw, oi m the open air 
the golden altar, that which was covei ed or a- 
dorned with plates, &c of gold the btazen al- 
tar, one decorated or plated over w ith bi ass 
the fixed or stationary altar, those built to re- 
main constantly m the same place simple altars, 
those without 01 nament oi dccoiation magni- 
fiient altars, those variously iniichcd with me- 
tals, precious stones, painting, sculpture, &c 
Sloney altais, those made cithei of a simple 
stone, or heaps of stones, or ot massive stones 
bound by masonry earthy oi lu/fy altars, those 
thrown up only oi earth, or turi ac cumulated 
c rtempoi aneus altan, those made hastily and on 
some emergent occasion sai > tfn nig aliat •> , those 
serving to hold vuHims and ofleiings picsentcd 
to some deity memo/ tal altai s, those cici fed to 
pei|>ctuate the memoiy of some blessing or 
other cxtiaordinaiy event which happened in 
the place anomUd or conseciated altar., those 
set apart or devoted to the deity, by a legulai 
foi m or ceremony, whereof unction made the 
thief pait’ votive allots, those vowed to some 
deity, m consideration of a benefit received 
private or dome stu. altars, those eicfled by pri- 
vate poisons m or about then own houses, for 
family purposes public altars, those consecrated 
in a solemn manner, to the public use Juneral 
altars, those erc 6 ted at the tomb of persons de- 
ceased, inscribed to their names eiicbanstu al- 
tars, those wherein the communion orCluis- 
tian sacrifice is offered low altars, those flat on 
the ground, or at most raised but little above 
the surface ot it btgb altars, those elevated a 
considerable height above the ground subterra- 
necus altars, those let down some depth under 
ground proper allots, those which answer the 
H 
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chara£^ers and use specified in the definition : 
improper or figurative altars, those which only 
bear the denomination by way of resemblance 
or analogy ; viz the astronomical and poetical 
altars idolatrous altars, those -eredled to some 
idol or false god principal altars, the chief al- 
tar of a place where there are several • horny 
altats, those formed only of horns: ashen or 
cinereous altars, those of ashes: wooden altars, 
those of timber bloody altars, those whereon 
animals are offered unbloody a//ar5, those where- 
on plants, fruits, spices, or the like are offered 
The altar of the Jews to Jehovah was but low, 
for they were forbidden to make any steps to 
go up to it, lest they should discover their na- 
kedness. At first they were to be made of 
earth, and afterwards of rough stone ; for if 
wrought with any tool, it was said to be pol- 
luted. The altar for the tabernacle erected by 
Moses in the wilderness, was made of Shittim 
wood, being about two yards and an half square, 
and a yard and an half high It was over-laid 
with brass, and at each corner was a horn, or 
projedlion of Shittim wood, to fasten the ani- 
mals that were to be sacrificed; and this might 
be carried about on the shoulders of the priests. 
It was placed in the open air before the taber- 
nacle, and the burnt-offerings were to be, as 
the scripture expresses it, “ for a sweet savour 
“ to the Lord." Among four-footed beasts, 
they only sacrificed bulls, goats, and rams — 
The altar set up by Jacob, in Bethel, was no- 
thing but a stone, which served him for a pillow 
in the night ; and that of Gideon was a stone 
befoie his house Besides the altar for burnt- 
ollciings, they had an altar for incense, and 
another for the shew-bread, both which were 
made of Shittim wood, over-laid with gold — 
After the return from captivity, their altar for 
burnt-offerings was a large pile, built with un- 
hewn stones, which they went up to, not by 
steps, but by a gentle ascent Altars, besides 
the more direft purpose of sacrificing on them 
to the gods, were erefted for other reasons, viz 
to render alliances more solemn, treaties of 
peace more firm, and oaths more sacred : thus, 
king Latinus, touching the altar, swore eter- 
nal peace with Aeneas, in presence of both ar- 
mies* it was before the Altars that alliances, 
reconciliations, and marriages were ratified ac- 


cording to Virgil; and here they also held pub- 
lic entertainments, as may be seen from the 
same authority, supported by that of many o- 
ther authors. Altars are undoubtedly as an- 
cient as sacrifices themselves, consequently their 
origin is not much later than that of the world. 
Some attribute their institution to the Egyp- 
tians, others to the Jews, others to the Patri- 
archs before the flood ; and some carry them as 
far back as Adam, whose altar is much spoken 
of by Jewish and even by Christian writers.-— 
Others are contented to make the patriarch £- 
noch the first who consecrated a public altar. 
Be this as it will, the earliest altars we find any 
express testimony of, are those which were ere6l- 
ed by the patriarch Abraham. 

The manner of consecrating altars and images 
was the same a woman, dressed in a garment 
of divers colours, brought upon her head a pot 
of sodden pulse, as beans, peas, or the like, 
which they gratefully offered to the gods, in 
remembrance of their ancient diet, but those, 
like the other part of divine worship, were va- 
ried ; accordingly, Athenaeus tells us that the 
statueof Jupiter Ctesias was consecrated in this 
manner * they took a new vessel with two ears, 
upon the fore-part of which they bound a 
chaplet of white w ool, and another of yellow, 
and covered the vessel, then they poured out 
before it a libation, called Ambrosia, which 
was a mixture of water, honey, and all sorts of 
fruits ; but the most usual sort of consecration 
was by putting a crown upon them, anointing 
them with oil, and then offering prayers and li- 
bations to them , sometimes they would add an 
execration against all that should profane them, 
and inscribe upon them the name of the deity, 
and the cause of their dedication. 

ALTE. See Lycaon. 

ALTELLUS, that is, brought up on the ground : 
a surname of Romulus. 

ALTHAEA, or ALTHEA, daughter of Thes- 
tius, was wife of Oeneus king of Calydon, and 
mother of Meleager. Oeneus having negledted 
the sacrifices due to Diana, the goddess, to 
punish him, sent a wild boar to ravage his 
country, the princes of which waiting to destroy 
the savage, were joined by Atalanta, daughter 
to the king of Arcadia. This princess having 
first wounded tiie monster, his apcnls were 
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given to her by Meleager, whose maternal 
uncles, offended that a young female should 
enjoy the honour of the chace, took from her 
what Meleager had given. Provoked at this 
insult, Meleager, who loved Atalanta, slew his 
uncles ; and Althea, to revenge their death, 
threw into the fire that billet, on the preser- 
vation of which the life of her son depended 
As the billet burned, Meleager consumed, and 
Althea, repenting too late, killed herself in de- 
spiur. According to some authors, it was Me- 
leager, and not his father, who slighted the 
rites of Diana. 

ALTHEMENES, son of Catreus, king of Crete, 
being told by the oracle, that he should be the 
cause of death to his father, retired to Rhodes. 
Hither his father coming in search of him, 
fell unwittingly by his lumds. There was ano- 
ther of this name mentioned by Strabo, the son 
of Cissus, who built Argos. 

ALTHEPUS, son of Neptune, and king of E- 

gypt* 

ALTIUS, a surname of Jupiter, from the wor- 
ship rendered to him in a sacred grove named 
Altts, near Olympia. 

ALTRIX NOSTRA, a name of Ceres, of the same 
import with her epithet Alma, which see 

ALUMNA, OR NURSE, a title of Ceres. 

AL-UZZA, an idol of the ancient Arabians be- 
fore the time of Mahomet, worshipped by the 
tribes of Coraish and Kenanah, and part of the 
tribe of Salim. Some say it was a tree called 
The Egyptian Thorn, or Acacia, worshipped 
by the tribe Ghatfan, first consecrated by one 
Dhalem, who built a chapel over it so con- 
trived, as to give a sound when any person 
entered. This idol was demolished by Maho- 
met in the eighth year of the Hegira 

ALYATTES, or ALYATTEUS, father of Croe- 
sus king of Lydia. 

ALYCUS, son of Sciron, assisted Castor and 
Pollux in delivering their sister Helen from 
the Athenians. From him a place in Megaris, 
where he was buried, was denominated Alycus. 
Hereas writes, that Theseus himself, who car- 
ried off Helen, killed him ; but Plutarch ob- 
serves, it is totally improbable that Theseus 
himself was at Aphidnae, to which Helen had 
retired with Aethra mother of Theseus, when 
both the city and his own mother were taken. 
See Aetbra. 
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ALYSIUS, a surname of Jupiter and Bacchus»^ 

ALYTARCHA, a priest of Antioch m Syria, 
who, in the games instituted in honour of the 
gods, presided over the officers, by whom rods 
were carried to clear away the crowd, and keep 
order The officer who presided at the Olym- 
pic games was also denominated Alytarcha. 
Some suppose the Alytarcha to be the same 
with the Hellenodicus, of which opinion are 
Faber and Prideaux Van Dale shews them to 
be different offices , not but that the Alytarchae 
might sometimes be substituted by the Helle- 
nodii, to perform some parts of their function. 
The Alytarchae were the dirediors, or prefeSti, of 
the Mastigophori, or Mastigonomi, officers with 
whips in their hands, who attended at the games 
or combats of the Atbletae, encouraged them to 
behave stoutly, and, on occasion, preserved 
good order, kept off the crowd, and were the 
same with those called in some other places 
Alytae A late writer (Walker on Coins) as- 
cribes we know not what extraordinary dig. 
nities and honours to the Alytarchae, whom he 
represents as the chief of all the officers who 
presided at the games , that they were honoured 
as Jupiter himself, wore crowns set with jewels, 
ivory scepters, sandals, &c. 

AMAEA, a surname of Ceres. 

AMALTHEA, daughter of Melissus king of 
Crete, and nurse of Jupiter, whom she fed 
with goat’s milk and honey. According to 
some authors, Amalthea was a goat which Ju- 
piter translated into the heavens, with her two 
kids, giving one of her horns to the daughters 
of Melissus, as a reward for the pains they had 
taken in attending him. This horn had the 
peculiar property of furnishing them with what* 
ever they w ished for, and was thence called the 
Cornucopia, or horn of plenty For Amalthea, 
the Cumaean Sibyl, see Sibylh. 

AMANUS, OR HAM ANUS, an ancient deity 
of the Persians, mentioned by Strabo, who 
infoi ms us, that in Persia there are large in- 
closures called yrupAux, m the middle of which 
is an altar wherein the Magi keep up a per- 
petual hre, among a great quantity of ashes. 
They go every day into this place to say certain 
prayers, which last an hour • there they stand 
before the fire with a kind of fasces in their 
hands, and a mitre on their heads, the strings 
of which hang down behind and before This, 
H2 
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he adds, is what is done in the temples of Ana. i The Scythians had held a considerable paftl of 


ites and Amanus , for these divinities have theii 
temples , and the statue of Amanus is earned 
about m great pomp Amanus seems to take 
his name from Ilammab, which signifies the 
Sun ; and the or fire-temples of this god 

agree cxa6tly with the Hammanim, or fire* 
temples of the Phoenician god Baal, whence 
It IS natuial to conclude they are one and the 
same deity, namely, the Sun See Baal 
AMARACUS, a youth, perfumer to Cinyras, 
king of Cyprus, who, by chance, having broke 
a f)OK of ointment, and the perfume smelling 
more sweetly than usual, the best ointments 
weie thence called Amaiannn On his death 
he was changed into the herb sweet marjoiam 
AMARYNCEUS. ^eeViores. 

AMARYNTHIA, on AMARYSIA, a Grecian 
festival, celebrated with games m honour of 
Diana, surnamed Amaryntbia and Amarysta, 
from a town in Euboea It was observed by 
the Euboeans, Eretrians, Carystians, and Ath- 
inonians, who w'ere inhabitants of a town in 
Attica 

AMASIS, king of Egypt —By his order a most 
extraoidinary chapel was hewn out of a single 
stone, w ith the design to have it set up in the 
temple of Minerva at Sais in Egypt. See under 
Temple, or Cbapel of Amasis 
AMASTRUS, son of Ilippotas, of the Trojan 
party, was slam by the heroine Camilla, ac- 
coiding to the eleventh Aeneid 
AMATA, Wife of Latinus, king of the Latins, 
and mother of Lavmia, she hung herself in 
despair at being unable to ]>revent the marriage 
of Aeneas to her daughter. 

AMATHUS, son of Hercules, and father of the 
Propaetides, gave his name to a city in the 
island of Cyprus, consecrated to Venus, and in 
which was a splendid temple ereded to Adonis. 
AMATHUSIA, an epithet of Venus, from the 
city Amathus being consecrated to her 
AMATHUSA, the mother of Cinyras. 
AMAZONIUS, a surname of Apollo, from his 
terminating the war between the Amazons and 
Greeks. 

AMAZONS a nation of female warriors, whose 
history has been esteemed fabulous by Strabo, 
Arrian, Palephatus, and some moderns, not- 
withstanding the attestations of antiquity to 
the reality of their existence 


Asia under their dominion, till they were sub- 
dued by Ninus, the founder of the Assyrian 
empire , but, after the death of their conqueror, 
hiN wife and son, Ilinus and Scolopites, princes 
of the royal blood of Scythia, aspired to sue- 
ceed them Their attempts, however, being 
rendered abortive by the success of their com- 
petitors, they withdrew with their wives, chil- 
dren, and adherents into Asiatic Sarmatia, 
beyond Mount Caucasus, where they formed 
an establishment, and from thence made fre- 
quent excursions for the supply of their exi- 
gencies, into the countries that bordered on 
the Euxine sea. The frequency of these in- 
roads having exasperated their neighbours, a 
conspiracy was formed against them, and their 
men being surprized, were overpowered and 
slam. The women, to revenge this slaughtejr 
of their husbands, and provide for their future 
safety, forthwith established a new mode of go- 
vernment Having chosen a queen, and e- 
na6led laws, they resolved to defend themselves 
without men, and even in opposition to them. 
With this view they put to death the few that 
chance or flight had preserved, and for ever 
renounced the rites of marriage. But to per- 
petuate the duration of their new establishment, 
they annually resorted to the frontier of their 
kingdom, for the purpose of a casual inter- 
course with the other sex. None of them, how- 
ever, were allowed to increase the subjefts of 
the state, who had not previously killed three 
men. The female ofispring of this commerce 
were educated by them , but boys, according 
to Justin, were strangled at the birth ; or else, 
as Diodorus relates, they distorted their limbs 
so as to render them unfit for martial exploits 
but Quintus Curtins and others affirm, that the 
less savage amongst them sent their males to 
be brought up by their fathers. As soon as 
the age of the girls permitted, they underwent 
the loss of their right breasts, that they might 
be able to draw the bow with more force. The 
common opinion is, that this operation was 
performed at the age of eight years, by an 
application of hot iron, which insensibly dried 
up the fibres and glands but others presume, 
that less ceremony was used, the part,' when 
formed, being removed by amputation ; whilst 

3 
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some pretend, that the eflfeft was produced by 
an early compression, which being continued 
without remission, suppressed the expansion of 
the one breast, and increased the projeftion of 
the other. The Amazons were commonly 
clothed in the skins of beasts destroyed by 
them in the chase, which were tied over the 
left shoulder, and leaving the right side iin- 
covered, fell down to their knees. In war, the 
queens, or other chiefs, wore a corselet formed 
of small plates of iron, in the manner of scales, 
fastened by a girdle, below which hung the 
coat to the knee The head was protefled by 
a helmet adorned with a plume The rest of 
their arms were a bow and arrows, javelins, 
and battle-axe, said to have been invented by 
Penthesilea, one of their queens. They also 
bore a buckler in the form of a crescent, about 
a foot and a half in diameter, w ith the points 
upward Thalestris appeared before Alexander 
with two javelins, though she only came to 
make a gallant request those who accompa- 
nied her bore two battle-axes with double edges, 
the handles of which were as long as the shaft 
of a javelin. They are said to have made con- 
siderable conquests The Crimea and Circassia 
were subjeft to them, and Iberia, Colchis, and 
Albania tributary They retained their power 
for several centuries, but an expedition into 
Greece and the island of Achilles, is reported 
to have ruined their empire. 

The Amazons of Africa were female warriors, 
who were obliged to continue viigins till a 
certain period, after which they were allowed 
to maiTy, simply for the purpose of continuing 
their numbers The offices of state were filled 
by them, whilst the men performed the do- 
mestic services. Historians inform us, that 
they inhabited an island called Hesperia, as 
lying to the west of the lake Tritonis. These 
Amazons were celebrated for their struggles 
with the Gorgons, another race of females that 
inhabited likewise the borders of the same 
lake. 

The Amazons of South America, living on the 
banks of that great river which bears their 
name, make the greatest figure in modern 
story. They are said to have been governed 
and led to battle by their queen alone. No 
men were suffered to live amongst them, though 


upon certain occasions, some were permitted 
to visit them. The females sprung from this 
intercourse were bred with the greatest care, 
but the males were sent to the country of their 

fathers. The Jesuit missionaries mention a 

similar republic of Amazons in one of the Phi- 
lippine islands, whose husbands visit them at 
a particular season of the year, and when they 
retire take with them the males that had been 
born since their last visit. — The best troops in 
the armies of the emperor of Menomotapa are 
said to be women, who inhabit the neigh- 
bourhood of the Nile, converse at certain pe- 
riods with the men, and dispose of their chil- 
dren in the same manner as the other Amazons. 
Thevenot and others relate, that in Mingrelia, 
there is a people near Mount Caucasus, a- 
bounding in warlike women, who make fre- 
quent incursions into Muscovy, and engage 
the Calmuc Tartars — Bremensis, an ecclesi- 
astic, who lived about the year 1070, speaks 
of an Amazon nation near the Baltick , and 
relates circumstances similar to those of the 
other Amazons, only with additional wonders, 
too ridiculous to be repeated. 

The Amazons were called by Plato Sauromatides , 
and Herodotus mentions, that m the Scythian 
language, their denomination was Aeorpata, or 
nian-kiUers, a word apparently compounded of 
the Celtic aeor a man, and pata to kill. Strabo’s 
objeftion to the existence of the Amazons arises 
principally from the difficulty of conceiving a 
nation of women to exist, independent of men, 
and carry on the management of affairs both 
in peace and war. The disbelief of Palephatus 
was Ibrmed on the conceit, that whatever had 
existed might still exist, and must somewhere 
occur and he further pretended, that Ama- 
zons were only men in the dress of women. — 
Petit argues, that the peculiarities of the Ama- 
zons resulted from the efiedts of climate Others 
affirm, that the state of the Amazons was no- 
thing more than a community, in w hich the 
females had the upperhund ; and this opinion 
seems to be countenanced by what Pliny and 
Pompomus Mela have advanced, concerning a 
Scythian people, amongst whom the women 
enjoyed the supreme command , and this they 
call the kingdom of the Amazons —Diodorus 
speaks of the tombs of the Amazons, the ruins 
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of which were extant in his time. These monu- 
ments are attributed to a queen of that coun- 
try, who had interred in them the heroines that 
fell in their conflicts with the Gorgons. Her- 
cules IS reported to have conquered and exter- 
minated the Scythian Amazons, whose queen 
Hippolyta, was bestowed by him upon Theseus, 
as the reward of his valour. In the conquest 
of Hippolyta, Hercules is described as unlos- 
ing her zone ; which the Amazons wore, not 
like women, immediately beneath their breast, 
but like men, as a belt round their loins, and 
principally with a view to express their martial 
charader . To gird one's self, signifying, in Ho- 
mer, to prepare for battle. Amongst the ideal 
figures of the ancients, the Amazons alone are 
represented with a protuberant breast As they 
exhibit women, and not girls, the extremity of 
their bosom is always visible. The general 
conformation of these heroihes is similar to that 
of the Gorgons and other inferior goddesses. — 
The hair of their heads appear to have all been 
modelled from the same example. They pre- 
sent a sedate countenance, somewhat expres- 
sive of pain ; for the peculiarity of the single 
breast occurs in all their statues. 

AMBARVALIA, feasts celebrated by the Roman 
husbandmen twice a year. The first, in the 
spring, was in order to render Ceres propitious, 
when each master of a family furnish^ a viftim, 
with an oaken wreath round its neck, which he 
led thrice round his grounds, lustrating them 
with milk and wine, and followed by all his fa- 
mily, singing hymns and dancing in honour of 
the goddess At the end of harvest there was a 
second festival, in which they presented to Ce- 
res the first-fruits of the season, and made an 
entertainment for their relations and neigh- 
bours. At these festivals they sacrificed to Ce- 
res a sow, a sheep, and a bull or heifer. The 
Ambervalia was of two kinds, private and pub- 
lic. The public Ambervalia were those cele- 
brated in the boundaries of the city, and in 
which the twelve Fratres Arvalts officiated pon- 
tifically, walking at the head of a procession of 
the citizens who had lands and vineyards in 
Rome. The prayer or formula here used was 
Avertas morbum, mortem, tabem nebulnm mpettgi- 
Hom, pesestatem. Some make a quinquennial, as 
well as an annual Ambarvalia, the one perfor- 


med once every iiafrMK, the other once a year, 
(for authmRB are not agreed that the Ambarva 
lia were celebrated twice a year, although most 
are of this opinion ). The former w as called the 
greater Ambarvalia, aa bemg performed ac- 
cording to a settled rite ; and it is to these the 
denomination Suovetaurilu seems alone to be- 
long See Suovetaurtlia. 

AMBASINEUS, one of the competitors in the 
games of the eighth Odyssey. 

AMBIEGNAE OVES, an appellation given to 
such ewes as, having brought forth twins, were 
sacrificed, together with their lambs, one on 
each side. They a,re mentioned among other 
sacrifices to Juno. 

AMBITION was a goddess of the ancients. 

AMBRACIUS, a judge, who, in the Metamor- 
phosis of Ovid, is mentioned as changed to a 
stone. 

AMBROSIA is commonly represented as the so- 
lid food of the gods, in contradistin6tion to the 
liquid, which was called Ne^ar ; but those ap- 
pellations were sometimes inverted. Lucian, 
rallying the gods, tells us that Ambrosia and 
NeAar were not so excellent as the poets de- 
scribe them, since they would leave them for 
blood and fat, which they came to suck from 
the altars, like files. 

Ambrosia, in Grecian antiquity, a feast celebra- 
ted by the Aconians, in honour of Bacchus — 
The Ambrosia were also denominated Cixia and 
Lenaea, and were kept in the month Lena. 

Ambrosia, one of the seven daughters of Atlas, 
by his wife Aethra ; which daughters were 
called by one general name Hyades. 

AMBULU S . Jupiter was so called j Minerva Am- 
bulta, and Castor and Pollux AmbuUt ; because 
those divinities had altars near a large portico 
where the Lacedemonians were accustomed to 
walk. 

AMBURBIA, AMBURBIUM, in Roman anti- 
quity, a procession made round the walls of 
Rome, in which the people led a vidtim, and 
afterwards sacrificed it, in order To avert some 
calamity with which the city was supposed to 
be threatened. Hence we have Amburinales 
viditmae, the vidtims carried along in the pro- 
cession, and afterwards sacrificed. Scaliger, 
followed by many others, maintains the .<^m- 
Intrltta to be the same with Ambarvalia ; but 
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Serviufl expressly distinguishes between the 
Amburbia and Ambaryalia, the first being per- 
formed in the city, or its environs, and the o- 
ther in the country. 

AMENTHES: Pluto was thus called from his 
having been deprived of the nymph Menthes, 
by Proserpine. 

AMIGA, an epithet of Venus among the Athe- 
nians, because she joins lovers together, the 
Greek word being used both in a good 
and bad sense, signifying as well a prostitute, 
as a mistress 

AMIDAS, a Japanese idol • he is their sovereign 
lord and absolute ruler of Paradise ; the protec- 
tor of human souls, and the father and god of 
all those who are partakers of the delights of Pa- 
radise : he is, in short, the mediator and sa- 
viour of mankind ; for, by his intercession, 
souls obtain remission of sins, and are accoun- 
ted worthy of eternal life. Amidas has such 
influence over Jemma, the Japanese god of 

~ hell, and solicits that stern judge in such pre- 
vailing terms, that he not only mitigates the 
transgressor’s pains, but frequently discharges 
him, and sends him into the world again, be- 
fore the term allotted for his chastisement is 
fully expired. Amidas is revered after a very 
singular manner by some devotees, who vo- 
luntarily sacrifice their lives to him, and drown 
themselves in his pres«ice. The viftim enter- 
ing into a little boat, gilt and adorned«with 
silken streamers, ties a considerable quantity 
of stones to his neck, waist, and legs, after which 
he first dances to the sound of instrumental mu- 
sic, and then throws himself into the river — 
On this occasion, being attended by a nume- 
rous train of relations, friends, and bonzes, they 
sometimes scuttle the boat, and so sink it to 
the bottom. Others of these enthusiastic Ja- 
panese, confine themselves within a narrow ca- 
vern, in form of a sepulchre, walled round a- 
bout, with only a little air-hole. In this grot, 
the devotee calls upon his god Amidas, without 
interruption, till the moment he expires. That 
Amidas is, in the opinion of the Japanese, the 
supreme being, is evident from the description 
his disciples give of him ; for, according to 
them, he is an invisible, incorporeal, immuta- 
ble substance, distinct from all the elements : 
he existed before nature : is the fountain and 


foundation of all good ; without beginning and 
without end he erelfted the universe, and is 
infinite and immense. Amidas is represented 
on an altar, mounted on a horse with seven 
heads, which is an hieroglyphic of seven thou- 
sand years he has a dog’s head, and holds in 
his hands a gold ring or circle, which he bites. 
This bears a very near affinity to the Egyptian 
circle, which was. looked upon as an emblem 
of time, and it shews that this god is an hiero- 
glyphic of the revolution of ages, or rather, of 
eternity itself. He is diessed in a very rich 
robe, adorned with peai Is and precious stones. 

AMISODAR, a king on the banks of the Xan- 
thus, whose principal force consisted in the 
Chimera which was killed by Bellerophon 

AMITHAON, the father of Melampus, and bro- 
ther of Eson. 

AMMALO, a Grecian festival, of which nothing 
more is recorded than that it belonged to Jupi- 
ter. 

AMMON, OR HAMMON, the name of the E- 
gyptian Jupiter, worshipped under the figure 
of a ram. Bacchus having subdued Asia, and 
passing with his army through the deserts of 
Africa, was in gieat want of water; but Jupi- 
ter, his father, assuming the shape of a ram, 
led him to a fountain, where he refreshed him- 
self and his army ; in requital of which favour, 
Bacchus built there a temple to Jupiter, under 
the title of Ammon, from the Greek Ajuj^a, which 
signifiesmd, alluding to the sandy desert where 
it was built. Such is the poetical account ; but 
it is more probable that the Egyptians worship, 
ped the Sun under this name, for Hamnia sig. 
nifies, in Hebrew, the Sun , or, perhaps, they 
meant by it Ham, son of Noah, whose posteri- 
ty settled in Libya. The temple of Jupiter 
Hammon, in Libya, was famous for its oracle, 
which continued till the time of I'heodosius : 
Lucan brings his hero, the great Cato, to con- 
sult it. The excessive vanity of Alexander the 
Great, put him upon bribing the priests of this 
god, to declare him the son of Jupiter Ammon. 
With this view he marched at the head of his 
army, through the sandy deserts of Libya, till 
he arrived at the temple, where the most an- 
cient of the priests declared him the son of Ju- 
piter, assuring him that his father had destined 
him for the em{nre of the world ; from which 
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time, m all his letters and orders, he assumed 
the title of Alexander the king, son of Jupiter Am- 
mon. Jupiter Ammon was usually represented 
under the figure of a ram, though on some me- 
dals he appears of a human shape, having only 
two ram-horns growing out beneath his ears. 
Ammon, an Athenian festival, of which "we are 
able to trace no particulars. 

AMMONIA, a name of Juno, from an altar erefted 
to her honour in the sands of Libya. 
AMMOTHAEA, a nymph, the daughter of Ne- 
reus and Doris. 

AMMU DATES, one of the gods of the Romans. 
AMNI6I ADES, on AMNISIDES, nymphs so cal- 
led from Amnisus, a river of Crete. 

AMPELOS, the son of a satyr and nymph, was 
one of the adherents of Bacchus, who had also 
a priest of the name This word, w hich signi- 
fies a vine, was the name also of a promontory 
of the isle of Samos ; of a city in Crete, and a- 
nother in Macedonia 

AMPELUSIA, a promontory of Afiica, m Mau- 
ritania, where was a cavern sacred to Hcicu- 
les. 

AMPHIALUS, a competitor in the games of the 
eighth Odyssey, 

AMPHIARAIDES Alcmeon, son of Aniphia- 
raus 

AMPHIARIA, a Grecian festival at Oropus, in 
honour of Amphiaraus. 

AMPHIARAUS, one of the most celebrated 
prophets among the Pagans, was son of Oicleus, 
and great-grand-son of Melampus,who received 
part of the kingdom of Argos for a material 
piece of service rendered the women of that 
country , which division of the kingdom occa- 
sioned the discords that prevailed during the 
reign of Adrastus, king of Argos, who, not 
being able to w ithstand the partizans of Am- 
phiaraus, was forced to abandon his kingdom; 
for Amphiaraus had usurped the crown, after 
putting to death Talaus, the father of Adras- 
tus However, the match afterwards conclud- 
ed betw een Amphiaraus and Eriphyle, sister 
of Adrastus, put an end to the quarrel, and 
restoied Adrastus to his throne. Amphiaraus 
knowing, by the spirit of prophecy, that he 
should lose his life if he eng^^pd in the Theban 
war, hid himself in order to avoid it ; but his 
wife Er^phyic being prevailed on by the present 


of a necklace from Polynices, discovered where 
he lay concealed, so that he was forced to ac- 
company Adrastus and the other princes on 
that expedition. Being exceedingly enraged 
at Eriphyle, he enjoined Alcmeon and his 
other children by her, to put her to death as 
soon as their age would allow, which order 
was afterwards executed by Alcmeon, but not 
before he had discovered his mother’s perfidy 
to himself also. The war against Thebes prov- 
ed fatal to all the princes engaged in it, Ad- 
rastus excepted, w'ho owed his safety and life 
to the celebrated horse Anon ; for the earth 
being split a.sunder by a thunderbolt, Amphi- 
araus and his chariot was swallowed up in the 
chasm, at least, according to common tradition , 
though Strabo says he fell from his chariot in 
the battle, which was carried empty to another 
place Those who relate that this happened 
the very day the army encamped before Thebes 
arc mistaken, for he died the day oi the re- 
treat, and the siege continued some time. Am- 
phiaraus was believed to excel chiefly m divin- 
ing by dt earns , but this was not all, for he was 
the first that divined by fire Great com- 
mendations have been bestowed on him, and 
amongst others this, that he was what he ap- 
peared to be, an honest man Apollodorus is 
the only author who reckons him among the 
Argonauts, for he is not ranked among them 
eitjier by Apollonius, Hygmus, or Valerius 
Flaccus. By his wife Eriphyle he had two sons, 
Alcmeon and Amphilocus, and three daughters, 
Eurydice, Demonassa, and Alcmene. Pliny 
adds a third son called Tiburtus, founder of 
the city Tibur , but according to Solinus, Ti- 
burtuB was not the son, but the grandson of 
Amphiaraus , which opinion seems the better 
founded, since none of the Greek poets extant 
mention Tiburtus as a son of Amphiaraus, 
though they particularize his other children. 
The Pagans believed that Amphiaraus returned 
from hell, and even pointed out the place of 
his resurreftion. Some authors aflfedt to say 
only that he disappeared, among whom are 
Diodorus Siculus ' Amphiaraus, when the earth 
opened, fell into the chasm, and was seen no 
more. Apollodorus gives the reason of his 
disappearing, which was, that Jupiter rendered 
him immortal . He and his chariot were seen 
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no more, for Jupiter made him immortal ” Am- 
phiaraus was ranked among the gods ; temples 
were dedicated to him, and his oracle, as well 
as the sports instituted in honour of this new 
deity, were very famous. See Adrastus, Ale- 
meon, Ampbtlocbus, Ertpbyle. 

AMPHICLUS, a hero in the sixteenth Iliad, slam 
by Phylides 

AMPHICTYON, son of Deucalion, and third 
king of Athens, instituted that celebrated 
council of the Greeks called Ampbt^ons , 
though others, with less reason affirm, Acri- 
sius, king of the Argives, to have been the 
person who gave a form and laws to this body. 
The first assembly of the kind was held by 
direction of Amphiftyon, who proposed, by 
means of it, to bind the Greeks more firmly 
together, so as to render them formidable to 
the surrounding barbarous nations These 
met twice a year at Thermopylae, m the tem- 
ple of Ceres, which was built on a large plain 
near the river Asopus, and were called Am- 
pbt&yons ; from the name of their founder 
Authors give different accounts of the num- 
ber of Amphi6tyons, as well as of the states 
entitled to have their representatives in this 
council according to Strabo, Harprocration 
and Suidas, they were twelve at their first in- 
stitution, sent by the following cities and states 
The lonians, Dorians, Perhaebians, Boeotians, 
Magnesians, Achaeans, Phthians, Melians, Do- 
lopians, Aenianians, Delphians, and Phocaeans. 
Aeschines only reckons eleven ; instead of the 
Achaeans, Aenianians, Delphians, and Dolo- 
^ians, he Inserts the Thessalians, Oetaeans, 
and Locrians lastly, the list of Pausanias con- 
tains only ten Amphiftyons, viz. lonians, Do- 
lopians, Thessalians, Aenianians, Magnesians, 
Melians, Phthians, Dorians, Phocaeans, and 
Locrians ; being silent as to the Eleans, Ar- 
gians, Achuans, and Messenians. In the time 
of Philip of Macedon, the Phocaeans were ex- 
cluded the alliance for having plundered the 
Delphian temple ; and the Lacedemonians 
were admitted in their place , but the Pho- 
caeans, sixty years after, having behaved gal- 
lantly against Brennus and his Gauls, were re- 
stored to their seat in the Amphidlyonic coun- 
cil. Under Augustus, the city Nicopolis was 
admitted into tiiis body, and to make room 
VoL L 
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for it the Magnesians, Melians, Phthians, and 
Aenianians, who, till then, had distinct voices, 
were ordered to be numbered with the Thes- 
salians, and to have only one common repre- 
sentative. Strabo speaks as if this council 
were extindl in the times of Augustus and 
Tiberius , but Pausanias, who lived many 
years after, under Antoninus Pius, assures us 
it remained entire in his time, and that the 
number of Amphi6lyons was then thirty. The 
members were of two kinds, each city sending 
two deputies under different denominations ; 
one called 'UfofAimiuoii, whose business seems to 
have been more immediately to inspeft what 
related to sacrifices and ceremonies of i eligion ; 
the other nux«yo/)(»f, chaiged with hearing and 
deciding causes and differences between pri- 
vate persons Both had an equal rigiit to de- 
liberate and vote in all that i elated to the 
common interests of Greece The Ilietomnemon 
was ele6led by lot, the Pylagoras by plurality 
of voices Though the Aniphidlyons were in- 
stituted at Thermopylae, M de Valois main- 
tains, that their first place of i esidcnce was at 
Delphos, where, for some ages, the tranquillity 
of the times found them no other employment 
than that of being, if one may so call it, churc h- 
wardens of the temple of Apollo afterwards, 
the approach of armies frequently drove them 
to Thermopylae, where they took their station, 
that they might be nearer to opjiose the pro- 
gress of the enemy, and order timely succour 
to the cities most in danger Their ordinary 
residence however was at Delphos , here they 
decided all public differences and disputes 
subsisting between any of the Grecian cities , 
but before they proceeded to judgment, they 
jointly sacrificed an ox cut into small pieces, 
as a symbol of their union. Their determi- 
nations were received with the greatest vene- 
ration, and even held inviolable. The Am- 
phidtyons, at their admission, took a solemn 
oath never to divest any city of their right of 
deputation, never to avert its running waters, 
and, if any attempt of this kind were made 
by others, to wage mortal war against them , 
more particularly, in case an attempt were 
made to rob the temple of any of its orna- 
ments, they were to employ hands, feet, ton- 
gue, their whole power in revenging such vio- 
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lations. This oath was backed with terrible 
imprecations against such as broke it, e. gr. 
May they meet all the vengeance of Apollo, 
Minerva, Diana, &c May their soil produce 
no fruit, their wives bring forth nothing but 
monsters ' &c The stated times of their 
meeting were the spring and the autumn. 
On extraordinary occasions, however, they 
met at any time of the year, or even conti- 
nued sitting all the year round. Philip of 
Macedon usurped the right of presiding in 
the assembly of the Amphiftyons, and of 
first consulting the oracle, which was called 

UpOIMSIiM. 

AMPHIDAMAS,son of Busiris, tyrant of Thrace, 
was killed by Hercules. — There was another of 
this name, brother of Cepheus, and son of Aleus. 
According to Apollonius, both brothers ac- 
companied Jason in his expedition for the golden 
fleece. 

AMPHIDROMIA, in Grecian antiquity, a fes- 
tival celebrated the first day ol the birth of a 
child It was so called from running round, be- 
cause it was customary to run round the fire 
with the infant in their arms. 

AMPHIGUEEIS, a name of Vulcan, because he 
was lame in both feet, according to Hesiod, 
who gives him this epithet. 

AMPHILOCHUS, son of Amphiaraus, was a cele. 
brated diviner, and brother of Alcmeon, whom 
he accompanied in the second war of Thebes, and 
assisted, according to some authors, in dispatch- 
ing their mother Eriphyle, though most are of a 
contrary opinion. He was a king as well as a pro- 
phet, for he reigned at Argos. It is true he could 
not maintain himself in that kingdom, but re- 
tired in disgust, and built a city in the bay of 
Ambracia Thucydides i elates, that Amphi- 
lochus, son of Amphuraus, returning home 
after the I'rojan war, and not being pleased 
with the state of affairs at Argos, founded Ar- 
gos Amphilochium.and the towns of Amphilo- 
chia, in the bay of An*bracia, calling the city 
Argos, after the name of his own country. — 
This city was tlie most considerable of all Am- 
philochia, being possessed by the most pow- 
erful inhabitants The altar that was conse- 
crated to Amphilochus at Athens, did not con- 
tribute BO much to the glory of his name, as 
the oracle at Mallus in Cilicia, which city was 


founded coi\jointly by him and Mopsus after 
the Trojan war. Here Mopsus and Amphilo- 
chus quarrelling, the latter left that place and 
went to Argos, but not finding there what he 
expeAed, he rejoined Mopsus, who would have 
no further concern with him, upon which, en- 
gaging in a duel, they killed each other. 
Their tombs, which were shown at Marga- 
sa near the river Pyramus, were so situated, 
that the one could not be seen from the other. 
Strabo says, that Amphilochus was killed by 
Apollo. There are authors who ascribe the 
building of Argos Amphilochium to Alcmeon, 
and not to Amphilochus. See Alctmm^ 

There was another Amphilochus, son of Alcmeon 
and Manto. See Calhrboe, 

AMPHIMACHUS: There were two ofthis name, 
the former son of Teatus, or Cleatus, (one of 
the Molionides) who carried ten vessels against 
Troy, and was killed by Heftor : the latter of 
Cana, who, with his brother Naustes, headed, 
the Carians in favour of Troy, and was killed 
by Achilles. 

AMPHIMARUS Sog Linus 

AMPHIMEDON, one of the Centaurs Also, the 
son of Melantho, and one of the suitors of Pe- 
neldpe, whom Telemachus slew, was of this 
name 

AMPHINOME, one of the Nereids. Of this name 
also was the wife of Aeson, and mother of Ja- 
son, who killed herself for grief during her 
son’s absence on the Argonautic expedition. 

AMPHINOMUS, one of Penelope’s suitors* he 
reigned at Dulichium, and was put to death by 
Telemachus. 

AMPHION, king of Thebes, son of Jupiter and 
Antiope, daughter of Nicetus king of Boeotia, 
was instructed in the use of the lyre by Mer- 
cury, and became so great a proficient, that 
he is reported to have built the walls of Thebes 
by the power of his harmony, which caused 
the listening stones to ascend voluntarily He 
married Niobe daughter of Tantalus, whose 
insult to Diana occasioned the loss of their 
children by the arrows of Apollo and Diana. 
The unhappy father, filled with despair, at- 
tempting to revenge himself by the destruc- 
tion of the temple of Apollo, was punished 
with the loss of his sight and skill, and thrown 
into the infernal regions. See Nud>e^ 



AMP PANTHEON AMP s9 


There was one of the Argonauts also named Am- 
phion, and likewise a king of Orchomenes^ the 
son of Jasius, and father of Chloris 

AMPHIPYROS, that is, bolding in ettber band a 
flame, was an epithet of Diana. 

AMPHIRROE, one of the Nymphs of the O- 
cean. 

AMPHITHEMIS. SotAcacdhs. 

AMPHITHOE, a sea nymph, the daughter of 
Nereus and Doris. 

AMPHITRITE, daughter of Nereus and Doris, 
was wife of Neptune This god was long ena- 
moured of her, whilst she scornfully rejected 
his addresses ; till at length Neptune sent the 
Dolphin to intercede for him, as a fish the most 
active, most endowed with ingenuity and know- 
ledge, the greatest lover of mankind, and that 
makes his approaches to the Sun upon the sur- 
face of the waters, whereas the others are stu- 
pid, lie at the bottom of the ocean, and have 
little more to boast of than mere motion The 
Dolphin, it IS fabled, found her at the foot of 
Mount Atlas, and prevailed upon her to relent, 
which favour the deity requited by placing his 
messenger amongst the stars, and making him a 
constellation. The ofispring of this union was 

Triton The poets, says Mr. Spence, have 

scarce any personal descriptions of this goddess 
All that I can collect of that kind is a passage 
of Ovid, in which it is doubtful whether he 
speaks personally of her, or literally of the ele- 
ment over which she presides. If there were 
anciently any figures of Amphitrite embracing 
a. globe, it might relate to th^m , though, to 
say the truth, if there a6lually was any repre- 
sentation of this kind, it would apply with more 
propriety to a Tethys than to an Amphitrite. 

AMPHITRYON, son of Alcaeus and grand-son 
of Perseus, by some authors stiled king of The- 
bes, is less known by his own exploits, than by 
the adventure of his wife Alcmena, with Jupi- 
ter. The sons of Pterelaus made an irruption 
into the territories of this prince, which proved 
fatal to them ; for m destroying the brothers 
of Alcmena, they also lost their own lives. Elec- 
tryon, in preparing for the revenge of his chil- 
dren’s death, trusted Amphitryon with his king- 
dom, and his daughter Alcmena, obliging him 
to take an oaUi that he would not eiyoy her. — 
Those who accompanied the sons of Pterelaus, 
4 


had driven along with them all the flocks ofElec- 
tryon, into thecountry ofElis These flocks were 
redeemed by Amphitryon, who, in delivering 
them to their lawful owner, was unfortunately 
the cause of that prince’s dcstruftion for, ac- 
cording to Apollodorus, Amphitryon struck 
one of the cows which had run away with a club, 
and it i eboundmg from her horns to Eledtryon’s 
head, was the occasion of his death As this in- 

cident was eagerly laid hold on to drive him 
out of the country of the Argians, he fled with 
Alcmena to Creon king of Thebes, and received 
from him the ceremonies of expiation After- 

wards he prepared for a war against the Tele- 
boes, a people who inhabited an island near A- 
carnania, with a design to revenge the death of 
Alcmena’s brother, she being determined to 
to marry none but the person who should un- 
dertake that war In order to understand this, 
the reader must know that Mestor, son of Per- 
seus, had, by Lysidice, a daughter named Hip- 
pothoe, who was carried by Neptune into the 
islands Echinades, where she bore him a son, 
named Taphius. This Taphius settled a colony 
at Taphos, named the inhabitants Teleboae, 
and had a son named Pterelaus, who was father 
of six sons and one daughter. These six sons, 
going to Mycenae, demanded Mestor ’s kingdom, 
but being unable to succeed with Ele6tryon, 
king of Mycenae, the son of Perseus, and bro- 
ther of Mestor, they plundered his country — 
The sons of Eleftryon, endeavoured to repel 
force with force, but were all killed, as w.ss 
their father, whilst preparing to revenge then 
death, as has been already related. Alcmena was 
obliged to retire to I'hebes, but being unwil- 
ling to leave the death of her father and bro- 
thers unpunished, she promised to marry him 
who should avenge her Amphitryon ofleied 
to do it, and having assembled all the forces fu* 
could collcft, made a descent upon the country 
of the Teleboae ; butm order to engage Creon 
in the expedition, he was forced to deliver him 
from a fox which had occasioned a great deal 
of mischief This he accomplished by means 
of Cephalus, who lent him the dog that Pro- 
cris had brought from the island of Crete Am- 
phitryon ravaged some of then islands, but he 
could not take Taphos till Comaetho, who had 
fallen in love with him, had pluckqd oflTrora 
I 2 
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the head of her father Pterelaus, the golden hair 
which made him immortal The unfortunate 
Pterelaus died on the spot, and Amphitryon 
possessing himself of all his dominions, put Co- 
maetho to death, and returned, loaded with 
spoils, to Thebes, where he was informed of 
the adventure of his wife with Jupiter, as rela- 
ted under the article Alctnena. 
AMPHITRYONIDES and AMPHITRYONIA- 
DES, a name of Hercules, considered as the 
son of Amphitryon 

AMPHOTERUS, son of Callirhoe and Alcmeon. 
See Callirboe 

Also one of the Trojan party, slain by Patroclus, 
AMPHRIS A, a river of Thessaly, on whose banks 
Apollo kept the flock of Admetus, flayed the 
satyr Marsy us, loved Evadne, Lycoris, andHj- 
acinthus 

From this rivei , as being inspired by Apollo, the 
Cumaean Sibyl was stiled Amphuta Fates 
AMPICIDES, OR AMPYCIDES , Mopsus, the 
son of Ampix 

AMPICUS, AMPIX, OR AMPYX, was the son 
of Chloris, and father of Mopsus 
One of the sons of Pelias was likewise so called 
AMSANCTUS, a deep lake, surrounded by pre- 
cipices and forests, in the territory of Hirpi- 
nium So dreadful a stench was exhaled by it, 
as caused it to be deemed an outlet from hell 
AMULIUS was brother of Numitor, father of 
Rhaea Sylvia The kings of Alba being lineal 
descendants from Aeneas, the succession de- 
volved upon these two brothers, who deeming 
the treasures brought from Troy equivalent to 
the kingdom, they divided the inheritance into 
two shares. Numitor chose the kingdom, but 
Amulius, by means of the money, being more 
powerful than Numitor, took his kingdom from 
him , and, that his daughter might have no 
offspring, made her a priestess of Vesta. Not 
long after, however, she brought forth two boys 
of extraordinary figure and beauty ; whereupon 
Amulius, becoming yet more fearful, com- 
manded a servant to destroy them. The chil- 
dren, notwithstanding, who were no other than 
the celebrated twin brothers Romulus and Re- 
mus, escaped , and afterwards attacking Amu- 
lius in one of his cities, took it, and put him to 
death See Faustulus, Rbaea Sylvia, Romulus, 
and Remus, 


AMUN, the same with Ammon 

AMYCLA, one of the daughters of Niobe, whom, 
as well as her sister Melilioea, Latona exemp- 
ted from the general fate of their family. See 
Niobe 

AMYCLAEUS a surname of Apollo, from a 
very magnificent temple erefted to him at A- 
mycla, a city of Laconia. The same surname 
was also given to Pollux. 

AMYCUS, son of the nymph Melia by Neptune, 
was king of the Bebryisans It was his prac- 
tice to challenge strangers to fight, and having 
circumvented them by stratagem, to kill them. 
Pollux, however, when engaged with him, ob- 
serving his design, called together some of his 
brother Argonauts, and, by their assistance, 
slew him. See the Ai«o^«vpoi of Theocritus 

Of this name also were, one of the principal Cen- 
taurs, son of Ixion and Nubes , a brother of 
Hippolyta, queen of the Amazons, whom Her- 
cules slew , and the companion of Aeneas, who, 
with another so called, was slam by Tur- 
nus. 

AMYMONE, daughter of Danaus, king of the 
Argives, as she was shooting in the woods, hap- 
pened to wound a Satyr, who, in return, at- 
tempted to ravish her. Others say that Dana- 
us having sent his daughter to draw water for 
a sacrifice, a Satyr oIFered her violence How. 
ever this might have been, the afflifled Amy- 
mone, imploring aid of the gods, Neptune came 
to her assistance, saved her from the Satyr, but 
deflowered her himself By him she had Nau- 
plius, the father of Palemedes It is probable 
that this adventure, which happened near one 
of Neptune’s temples, in the neighbourhood of 
Argos, whither Danaus, who came from Egypt, 
was going to oflTer sacrifice, refers to some priest 
of that god Amymone is said to have been 
changed into a fountain 

AMYNTOR, king of the Dolopians, was killed 
by Hercules, for denying him a free passage 
through his dominions. 

There was another of the same name, whom his 
wife put to death on the night of their marri. 
age ; and a third the father of Phoenix. 

AMYTHAON, son of Cretheus and Tyro, and 
brother of Pberes and Aeson. Homer, in the 
eleventh Odyssey, represents him as panting af- 
ter military glory. 
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ANACAEUS, son of Lycurgus, one of the Ar- 
gonaute 

AN ACALYPTERI A, afestival amongthe Greeks 
on the day the bride was permitted to lay aside 
her veil, and appear in public. It is derived 
from a Greek word signifying to uncover. 

ANACEI A, an Athenian festival in honour of the 
Dioscuri. It derived its name from those dei- 
ties, who were also called Avoaut, and honoured 
with a temple called A»auute». The sacrifices 
were named SmtfMi (because these divinities 
were gmi, or strangers) and consisted of three 
offerings, which were called Tftrcu. Athenaeus 
mentions plays a£led in honour of these deities 
See Dioscuri. 

ANACES Castor and Pollux were so called, ei- 
ther from the cessasion of the war, which 

they had undertaken, to rescue their sister He- 
len, whom Theseus had carried off, or from 
their singular care, when they had reduced the 
city of Aphidnae, that none should suffer any 
injury from the army within its walls for the 
phrase eacatut signifies to keep"^ and take care 
of. Others say, that from the appearance of their 
star in the heavens they were thus called , for, 
in the Attic diale6l kvoms and «mx« 9» signify a- 
bove. See AnaBes 

ANACHIS, one of the four Lares revered by the 
Egyptians’ the other three wereDymon, Ty- 
chis, and Heros 

ANACLETERIA, a solemn festival, celebrated 
by the ancients when their kings or princes 
came of age, and assumed the reigns of govern- 
ment It was so called, because proclamation 
being made of this event to the people, they 
went to salute the prince during the Anacle- 
teria, and to congratulate him upon his new dig- 
nity 

ANACLETHRA, was a stone on which Ceics 
was believed by the Greeks to have reposed, 
after her fatigue in the search of Proserpine — 
The women of Megara held this stone, which 
was kept at Athens, near the Prytanaeum, in 
great veneration. 

ANACROSIS, in antiquity, denotes that part of 
the Pythian song in which the combat of Apollo 
and Python is described. 

ANACTES ’ Cicero speaks of three races of A- 
nadtes ; the first, sons of an ancient Jupiter, 
king of Athens, and Proserpine, their names 


Tritopatreus, Eubuleus, and Dionysius- the 
second. Castor and Pollux, sons of the third 
Jupiter and Leda : the last were Aloe and Me- 
lampus. Some writers reckon a much greater 
number of them, since they confound them with 
the twelve great gods ; accordingly Pausanias 
tells us that Hercules, after avenging himself 
of Augeas, by pillaging Elis, set up six altars 
to the twelve great gods or Anadtes, so 
that there were two of these gods for each 
altar. Authors are not agreed about the ety« 
mology of the names by which these deities 
were distinguished. Plutarch thinks they were 
given to the Tyndaridae, either upon account 
of their having procured peace, or because they 
had been placed among the stars Castor and 
Pollux, however, were neither the only nor the 
most ancient deities of that name , which was 
not known to the Greeks till the arrival of the 
Phoenicians. AnaBes was not a name given to 
all kings in general, although in the Greek 
language it signifies hngs Homer applies it 
to most of his gods and kings to denote the care 
which they took of their people we also find it 
on medals it comes from a Greek word impor- 
ting 1 reign. See Anaces, Castor and Pollux 

AN ACTON, a Grecian festival at Amphissa, the 
capital city of Locris, in honour either of the 
Dioscuri, Curetes, or Cabin ; for authors differ. 

ANADYOMENE, an epithet of the Marine Ve- 
nus, which imports emerging out of the waters ; 
hence came the custom, that those who had es- 
capied any danger by water, used to sacrifice to 
Venus Anadyomene The most celebrated pic- 
ture of antiquity was that of this goddess, by 
Apelles, for which, according to some authors, 
Campaspe, his favourite mistress, who was gi- 
ven him so generously by Alexander, sate. 

ANAGOGIA solemn sacrifices to Venus at E- 
ryx m Sicily, where she was honoured with a 
magnificent temple The name of this solem- 
nity was derived ««■« t * »*xyiadxt, t e, from re- 
turning i because the goddess, who was said to 
leave Sicily and return to Africa, at that time, 
was solicited in them to come speedily back. 

ANAIDEIA, OB IMPUDENCE, was a divinity 
amongst the Athenians. 

ANAITIS, an idol, or goddess, answering to Ve- 
nus, particularly worshipped by the Armeni- 
ans. The greatest men of the country dedica- 
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ted their daaghters to her service, who thought 
it an honour to prostitute themselves to all who 
came to sacrifice to this deity , after which they 
were eagerly solicited in marriage, being thought 
to have acquired extraordinary sanctity by such 
an initiation Upon the festival of this idol, 
the men and women gathered in crowds, and 
intoxicated themselves with wine. The origin 
of the festival was this • Cyrus having under- 
taken an expedition against the Sacae, was bea- 
ten, but afterwards encamping m the place 
where he had left his baggage, when his army 
was refreshed, he counterfeited a flight. The 
Sacae pursued, and finding the camp, though 
deserted, abounding with wine and provisions, 
they ate and drank to excess, when Cyrus, re- 
turning, slew them all, and consecrated that 
day to the goddess Anaitis. See Sacaea. 

Pliny says, that the statue of this goddess vas the 
first made of gold, and was destroyed in the 
war of Antony against the Parthians. 

ANAMALECH, an idol of the Sepharvaitcs, who 
are said, in scripture, to have burnt their chil- 
dren in honour of Adrammelech and Aname- 
lech. These idols probably signified the Sun 
and Moon. Some Rabbins represent A name- 
lech under the figure of a mule, others of a quail 
or pheasant See Adrammelech. 

AN APIS, OR ANAPUS, the river to vhich the 
nymph Cyane joined herself when she became 
a lake 

ANATHEMA, in Heathen antiquity, denotes a 
gift to some god, hung up in his temple , in 
which sense the word is written In 

reality, most Greeks writers distinguish Ana- 
thema written with an n, from Anathema with 
an I, though Bezaand others ieje6l this distinc- 
tion. Pollux, in his lexicon, observes that the 
word properly signifies <7gi/it dedicated toibegods, 
which interpretation is confirmed by Hesycliius, 
who explains Anathemata by ornaments Mak - 
ing presents to the gods was a custom even 
from the earliest times, either to deprecate their 
wrath, obtain some benefit, or acknowledge 
some favour These donatives consisted of gar- 
lands, garments, cupis of gold, or whatever 
conduced totlic decoration or splendor of their 
temples, and were commonly termed MieAnf/Mm, 
and sometimes from their being de- 

posited in the temple, where they sometimes 


were laid on the floor, sometimes hung upon 
the walls, doors, pillars, roof, or any other con- 
spicuous places. Sometimes the occasion of the 
dedication was inscribed, either upon the thing 
itself, or a tablet hung up with it. When any 
person left his employment or way of life, it 
was customary to dedicate the instruments be- 
longing to it as a grateful commemoration of 
the divine favour and protedtion. Thus, in an 
ancient Greek epigram, we find a fisherman pre- 
senting his nets to the nymphs of the sea. 

Shepherds hung up their pipes to Pan, or some 
of the country deities ; and Lais, when decayed 
with age, dedicated her mirror to Venus. Pau- 
sanias has left a particular description of the 
Anathemata in the Delphian temple , the richest 
of any in Greece Anathema is particularly 
applied to the vidlim devoted to the Dn Injemt, 
or infernal gods. In allusion to the Heathen 
offerings, Socrates thinks the term Anathema 
was introduced for excommunication, because 
thereby a man’s condemnation was published 
and proclaimed, as if it weie hung upon a pil- 
lar Anathema, among the Jews, or in the 
Christian churches, signified something set o- 
part, separated, devoted , as also one of the afls 
of excommumiatwn, or cutting qff^ ; m which lat- 
ter sense the pra6iice arrived at length to such 
a pitch, that in the council of Trent a whole 
body of divinity was put into canons, and an 
Anathema subjoined to every one of them. 

ANATHRIPPE. See Chius. 

ANATOLE, one of the Hours Also the name 
of a mountain near the Ganges, on which the 
Sun IS said to have met the nymph Anaxibia. 

ANAURUS, a river of the Troas, on whose banks 
Paris kept the sheep of Priam 

ANAX, son of Coelus and Terra. This title sig- 
nifies supreme, sovereign, and was revered as of 
the highest dignity When bestowed on he- 
roes and demi-gods, it was expressed in the plu- 
ral by Anaces, or AnaStes. 

ANAXARETE, dwelt in the island of Cyprus . 
she was of royal descent, and unrivalled beauty. 
I phis, of the same city, fell deeply in love with 
her, but not being able to obtain her, was so 
overwhelmed with grief, that one night he hang- 
ed himself before her door. As his funeral pro- 
ceeded along, attended by a numerous compa- 
ny, according to his quality, Anaxarete beheld 
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the procession from the top of her house, but 
without remorse, upon which Venus, for her 
cruelty, turned her to stone. 

ANAXANDRA, a heroine, whom the people of 
Laconia worshipped as a goddess. 

ANAXIBI A, a nymph who betook herself to the 
temple of Diana as an asylum against the at- 
tempts of Apollo ; but, being pursued thither, 
suddenly disappeared. She is said by some to 
have been the daughter of Bias, wite of Pelias 
king of Thessaly, and mother of Acastus. A- 
gamemnon had a sister of the same name 

ANAXIRHOE, the daughter of Coronus, and 
wife of Epeus. 

ANAXIS, the son of Castor and Ilaira. 

ANAXITHEA, one of the Danaids, who bore 
Olenus to Jupiter. 

ANAXO, the daughter of Ancaeus, and accord- 
ing to some, mother of Alcmena. 

ANCAEUS, one of the Argonauts, was the son 
of Neptune by Astypalaea, and brother of Eu- 
phemius and Ergihus, chiefs m the same ex- 
pedition. On the death of Tephys, pilot of the 
ship Argo, which conveyed the Greeks to and 
from Colchis, Ancaeus was appointed to suc- 
ceed him. One of his slaves is said to have one 
day told him, that he should never again taste 
the wine of his vineyard He, however, to fal- 
sify the prediction, ordered a cup of it to be 
immediately brought him , but whilst the slave, 
as he gave him the wine, was observing, that 
strange things sometimes happened between 
the cup and the lip, Ancaeus was informed, 
that the Calydonian boar had entered his vine- 
yard. In his haste he dropped the cup, and 
run againstthe animal, which rushed upon him 
and killed him. 

ANCHEMOLUS, son of Rhetus, an Italian king. 
Having offered violence to his step-mother, he 
fled to avoid his father’s resentment, and join- 
ed himself to Tumus 

ANCHIALA, mother of Tytias and Cyllenus,two 
of the priests of Cybele, called DaAyli Idaei. 

ANCHIALE, daughter of Japetus, one of the 
giants who revolted against Jupiter. She was 
bom before that war, and founded a city of 
her own name in Cilicia. 

ANCHIALUS, a Grecian, who, according to 
Homer, was killed by He61:or. One of the 


competitors in the games of the 8th Odyssey, 
was of the same name. 

ANCHISES, a Trojan- prince descended from 
Dardanus, and son of Capys, was so beloved 
of Venus, that she appeared to him in the form 
of a beautiful nymph, to make known her 
passion for him. The goddess told him she 
was constrained by her destiny to come and 
offer herself m marriage to him, assuring him 
he would find her a virgin, and conjuring him 
to present her to his relations, that the mar- 
riage might be speedily solemnized ; but An- 
chises being unwilling to wait for the cere- 
monial, Venus yielded to his importunity 
Aware after the goddess had left him, that she 
was not a mortal, he was apprehensive, ac- 
cording to the belief of the times, that this ad- 
venture would shorten his days , but Venus 
comforted him, told him she should bear him 
a son, who would be called Aeneas, and would 
cause Sylvan nymphs to breed up the child 
till he attained the age of five years, when she 
would put him into Ins hands At the same 
time she warned Anchises not to boast of her 
favour, dcclaimg, that should he fail in dis- 
cretion, he would be stricken by the thunder 
of Jupiter Anchises, liowever, being unable 
to conceal his intiigue, the menace of Venus 
was realized , but, though wounded by the 
bolt. Its stroke was not mortal some say, it 
occasioned only the loss of his sight, whilst 
others pretend, that the wound never closed 
Anchises is said to have reached the age of 
eighty, and to have been buried in Mount Ida, 
where the shepherds paid honours to his mo- 
nument. This opinion differs widely from 
that of Virgil, according to whom Aeneas, 
the night on which Troy was taken, bore his 
father on his shoulders to a place of safety, and 
carried him with him to Sicily. Pausanias re- 
lates, that Anchises died at the foot of a moun- 
tain in Arcadia, and was there buried , whence 
the mountain was called Ancbisia He adds, 
that the rums of a temple of Venus were to 
be seen near this sepulchre. Stephanus of 
Byzantium, on the authority ofTheon, main- 
tains, that Anchises was buried in a city of 
Thrace, built by Aeneas : and T zetzes is of 
opinion, that the city was in Macedonia. Ac- 
cording to Servius, the monument Anchises 
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was on Mount Eryx near Drepanuni. Virgil 
also makes Drepanum in Sicily the scene of 
his death — ^Cato, Dionysius Hahcamassensis, 
and Strabo, place his death in Italy. The pie- 
ty of Aeneas for his father is much celebrated 
by the poets. They have said, that when he 
took the old man on his shoulders, the very 
flames showed him respefit ; and that, for fear 
of hurting such a son, they separated, to leave 
a space free for his escape with his venerable 
burthen. If what Apollodorus relates be true, 
that Venus brought Anchises a second son, 
her passion for him was not of the transitory 
kind. 

ANCHISIADES, Aeneas the son of Anchises 

ANCHURUS, son of Midas king of Phrygia 
Near Celaenon, a town in Phrygia, the earth 
opened, and swallowed up men, horses, &c 
Midas consulting the oracle, was told, that the 
most precious thing they had must be cast 
into the gulf accordingly, treasures of every 
sort were thrown into the chasm, but without 
effe6l , when Ancliurus, thinking nothing more 
precious than man’s life, and himself, his fa- 
ther excepted, the best man m the kingdom, 
mounted his horse, and plunged into the abyss, 
which immediately closed. 

ANCILE, ANCILIA. In the eighth year of Nu- 
mu’s leign, a terrible pestilence spreading itself 
over Italy, miserably infested Rome. The ci- 
tizens, rendered almost desperate by this cala- 
mity, were suddenly comforted, at the report | 
of a brazen target having fallen, into Numa’s 
hands, from heaven The king, by the inter- j 
course he maintained with the nymph Egeria 
and the Muses, was assured, that this target 
was sent from the gods for the cure and safety 
of the city , which was soon verified by the mi- 
raculous ceasing of the sickness . at the same 
time a voice was also heard declaring, that 
Rome should be mistress of the world so long 
as she preserved this sacred pledge. To se- 
cure so inestimable a treasure, Numa was ad- 
vised to make eleven other targets of the same 
dimensions and form, that in case there should 
be a design of stealing it away, as Ulysses stole 
the palladium, the true one might not be known. 
This difficult work was executed by Veturius 
Mamurius sp successfully, that Numa himself 
could not discover the difierence. f'or tfie 


keeping of these ancilia, Numa instituted an 
order of priests called Salii, or. Priests of Mars. 
Whoever had undertaken the conduct of any 
war, went into the vestry of the temple of Mars, 
and first shaking the ancilia, afterwards the 
spear of the image of the god, said. Mars, watch! 
for m his temple the ancilia were preserved. 
I'hey were earned every year in the month of 
March in procession round the city of Rome, 
and, on the 30th of that month deposited again 
in their place of safety. No one could marry, 
or set about any business, during the ceremony 
of carrying the ancilia, which, some writers 
say, lasted thirteen days There are authors 
who ascribed the ill success of the emperor 
Otho against Vitellius, to his departure from 
Rome during that festival See Salti 

ANCULAE, ANCULl, according toFestus, the 
tutelar deities of servant maids ; whence, no 
doubt, their name AncUlae is derived. To these 
they addressed their prayers 

ANDATE, OR ANDRASTE, the goddess of 
vi6lory among the ancient Britons, worshipped 
particularly by the Trinoban tes, or people of 
Essex. They sacrificed captives to this deity, 
in a gi'ove consecrated to her. Cambden con- 
jeftures, that possibly the true name of this 
goddess might be Anarbaitb, an old British word 
signifying to overthrow. 

ANDIRINE, a sumame of the mother of the 
gods, adopted from the city Andira, where 
they had a temple 

ANDRAEMON, father of Thoas, a Grecian 
chief at the siege of Troy. Another of the 
same name was son-in-law ofOeneus. 

ANDRIA, public entertainments instituted in 
Crete by Minos, and, after his example, ap- 
pointed by Lycurgus at Sparta, of which a 
whole tribe or city partook. They were ma- 
naged with the greatest frugality ; and youth, 
in particular, were obliged to repair thither, as 
to schools of sobriety and temperance. 

ANDROCLEA, sister of Heraclea, daughters 
of Antipaenus. An oracle having pronounced 
that they should conquer their enemies, if the 
best person in the city killed himself, which 
Antipaenus, the greatest man in the place, 
being unwilling to do, the two sisters volun- 
tarily submitted to death, for the safety of their 
cpuQtry, 8 
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ANDROGEA, daughter of Mmos. 

ANDROGEONIA: annual games celebrated in 
the Cei amicus at Athens, by command of Mmos 
king of Crete, in memory of his son Androgeus, 
called also Eurygyas, who was barbaiously mui - 
deied by the Athenians and Megarensians 

ANDROGEOS, a valiant Greek, killed by Coroe- 
Inifi and his party, at the sacking of Troy, ac- 
cording to the second Aeneid. 

ANDROGEUS, son of Minos, king of Crete, was 
mm deied by the Athenian youtli, and those of 
Megara, who envied his being always vu5lor at 
the Attic games To avenge this murder, Mi- 
nos distressed the Athenians by war ; and the 
gods also, according to Plutarch, laid waste 
their country, their riveis being dried up, and 
the people themselves oppressed by famine and 
pestilence. Being told, on consulting the ora- 
cle, if they xippeased Mmos, the anger of the 
gods would cease, and themselves lie icheved 
liom the miseries under which they laboured , 
they dispatched ambassadors to Mmos, and 
obtained peace upon this condition, that every 
mntli yeai they should send into Crete a tribute 

of seven young men and as many virgins 

Thus far writers m general are agreed, but 
the fabulous and tragical account of this stoi y 
adds, that the Minotaur destroyed them m 
the Labyimth, or that they were left to wan- 
der alxjut m it, and finding no possible means 
of escaping, miserably ended their lives there, 
till Theseus delivered them. Some say, that 
Aigeus king of Athens, caused Andiogeus to 
be murdered, because he was in the inteiest 
of the Pallantidae, and had promised to assist 
them ' others, that he was slam the bull of 
Marathon ; and that Minos unjustly accused 
the Athenians as the perpetratore of his death 
However this might have been, the death of 
Androgens seems to have given birth to the 
stories of the Labyrinth and the Minotaur, &c 
See Labyrinth, Minotaur, Theseus 

ANDROGYNES creatures of whom, according 
to the fable, each individual possessed the pow- 
ers and characters of both sexes, having two 
heads, four arms, and two feet. The word it- 
self is compounded of two Greek radical words, 
«wip, in the genitive ewJipPf, a male, and ym, a 
femalfi. Many of the Rabbinical writers pre- 
tend, that Adam was created double, one body 
Vol. /. 


being male, the other female, which, m their 
oiigin, not being essentially joined, God after- 
wards sepal ated. The goils, ‘ays Plato m his 
lianquct, had funned the stiuiifure ol man 
round, w ith two bodies and two sexes 1 his fan- 
tastic.il being |X)ssessing in itself the whole hu- 
man system, was endowed with a gigantic force 
w'liich rendered it insolent, insomuch, that it 
resolved to ni.iki* war against the gods Jupiter 
exaspeiated, was about to destioy it, but sorry 
at the s.imt lime to .innihilate the human lace, 
he satisfied himself with debilitating this dou- 
ble being, by disjoining the male from the 
female, and leaving each half to subsist with 
its own powers alone He assigned to Apollo 
the task of lepolislung these two half bodies, 
and of extending then skins, so that their 
whole suiface might be covcied Apollo 
obejed, and fastened it at the umbilicus if 
this half should still lebel, it was once more 
to be subdivided by another section, which 
would only leave it one ol the paits of which 
It was then constituted, and even this fourth 
of a man was to be annihilated if it should 
persist m its obstinacy and mischief. The 
idea of these Androgynes might well be bor- 
lowcd from a passage m Moses, where that 
histoiian, of the birth and infancy of nature, 
desciibes Adam as calling Eve, bone of his bone, 
and flisb oj bis Jit sh The fable, however, of 
Plato, has been used with great ingenuity by a 
French jxiet, who has been rendered almost as 
conspicuous by his misfortunes as by his ver- 
ses With the ancient philosopher, he attri- 
butes the propensity which attra6ls one of the 
sexes towards the other, to the natural ardour 
which each half of the Androgynes feels for a 
re-union , and their inconstancy to the diffi- 
culty which each of the separated jjarts en- 
countei s m its efforts to recover its pioper and 
original state If a woman appear to us ami- 
able, we instantly imagine her to be that moi- 
ety with whom we should only have constituted 
one w hole, had it iiof been for the insolence of 
our original double-sexed progenitor. 

ANDROMACHE, daughter of Eetion king of 
Thebes, wife of He<5tor, and mother of Asty- 
anax. On the destrudlion of Troy she fell to 
the lot of Phyrrhus, who carried her to Epirus, 
and there married her. After his decease, she 
K * 
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became the wife of Helenub^ son of Priam. Her 
afie6iion to Heftor, ho^^ever, notwithstanding 
these engagements, still remained ; and, in spite 
of the jealousy it occasioned, sheeredled a mag- 
nificent cenotaph to commemorate the husband 
of her heart. 

ANDROMEDA, daughter of Cepheus, or Cephus, 
king of Ethiopia and Cassiope, was bound to a 
rock to be devoured by a sea monster, because 
her mother proudly preferred her beauty to 
that of the Nereids. From this situation Per- 
seus delivered Andromeda, whom he after- 
wards married. At his death, this princess, 
with Cassiope, or Cassiopeia, her mother, was 
placed among the celestial constellations. See 
Perseus. 

ANDROPHONOS, or HOMICIDE, a name gi- 
ven to Venus, who, to avenge the death of 
Lais, killed by the Thessalians in her temple, 
destroyed numbers of them by a pestilence 

ANDROSPHINGES. See Sphinx. 

ANDRUS, son of Anius, priest of Apollo, at 
Delphi, The deity endowed him with the 
gift of augury. This Andrus, leaving his native 
country, gave his name to the island of Andros 

ANEMOTIS, that is, vebich lulls ibe wind, a sur- 
name of Pallas. 

ANGELIA, the daughter of Mercury, who him- 
self was named Angelas 

Angelus, was also a son of Neptune 

^'VNGERONA, the goddess of silence, supposed 
to have been the same with Volupia, the god- 
dess of pleasure 

ANGERONALIA, feasts instituted among the 
Romans, in honour of the goddess Angerona. 
They were celebrated on the twenty-first of 
December. Some derive the name from Angi- 
na, the Squtnancy, and suppose the goddess thus 
denominated, because she presided over that 
disease ; others suppose it formed from anger, 
grief, pain ; to intimate she gave relief to those 
afHidled with it . others deduce it from angos, 
to press, or close, as being reputed the goddess 
of silence. See At^erona Divalia 

ANGITIA, OR ANGUITIA, the surname of 
Medea. 

ANGUIPEDES, monsters, w hose progression re- 
sembled the crawling of serpents. Ovid be- 
stows this appellation on the giants that at- 
tempted to dethrone Jupiter 


ANGUITIA, the daughter of Aeetes, and sister 
of Medea. 

ANGUIFER AND ANGUITENENS. See Opbi- 
eus. 

ANGUIGENAE, the Thebans, so described by 
Ovid, because fable attributes to them the teeth 
of dragons 

ANICETUS, the son of Hercules and Hebe. 

ANIENUS, the god of the river Anio 

ANIGRIDES, nymphs of the river Aniger, who 
were supposed to possess the power of revers- 
ing the natural qualities of its water. 

ANIMALES, divinities so called from being the 
souls of those who, after death, were received 
into the number of the gods 

ANIPPE, the wife of Pierius. 

ANIUS, high priest of Apollo, at Delphi, or, ac- 
cording to some, king of Delos, had four daugh- 
ters, to whom Bacchus gave the power of chang- 
ing whatever they touched into corn, wine, and 
oil Annon would have carried them into the 
Grecian army, that Agamemnon might main- 
tain his soldiers by this heavenly gift ; but they 
fled into the island of Andros ; where their 
brother Andrus had settled. To save them 
fi oin being bound in chains, and forcibly ear- 
ned away by Agamemnon, Bacchus, out of 
pity, transformed them into pigeons. Anius 
kindly entertained Aeneas in his retreat from 
Troy. 

ANNA, sister of Pygmalion and Dido, followed 
her sister into Africa. After the death of 
Dido, Pygmalion being desirous of carrying 
her off, she fled to Italy, and was prote<5ted 
by Aeneas ; but Lavinia becoming jealous, 
resolved to destroy her. Dido, in a dream, 
made known to her her danger, which to avoid, 
she fled by night, threw herself into the ri- 
ver Numicus, and became a nymph of the 
stream. 

ANNA PERENNA, whom the Romans deified, 
was daughter of Belus, and sister of Dido and 
Pygmalion king of Tyre She fled to Battus, 
or Bollus, king of Malta, when larbus, king 
of the Getuli, attempted to take Carthage — 
Not finding herself safe with Battus, on account 
of the threats of larbus, she fled into Italy, to 
Laurentum, where Aeneas was settled, who, 
walking one day along the bank of the river 
Numicus, met Anna, and conducted her to his 
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house Lavinia.wife of Aeneas, becoming jea. 
lous of Anna, plotted her destrudtion ; but she 
being admonished of it in a dream, escaped to 
the river Numicus, and plunging into it, be- 
came one of the nymphs. Others think she was 
the moon itself that had taken the name of Anna, 
from the year ab anno, because the year, at that 
time, consisted of lunar months. But the most 
common opinion is, that she was an honest coun- 
trywoman, who supplied theRomans with cakes, 
when they had made the secession to the Aven- 
tine Mount, and that they in gratitude decreed 
her perpetual honours. She is reckoned among 
the rural deities, upon the authority of Varro, 
who places her in the same rank with Pales, 
Ceres, &c. The Romans instituted feasts, and 
sacrificed to her on the Ides of March The 
celebration of the day consisted in drinking and 
feasting largely amongst friends. The com- 
mon people met for that purpose in the fields 
near the Tiber, and building themselves booths, 
spent the day in jollity, wishing one another to 
live as many years as they drunk cups. On 
this festival the young maids took very inde- 
cent liberties, and sung obscene songs, the lea- 
son of which is assigned by Ovid 
ANN I . As the ancients personified almost every 
thing in nature, so they represented personally 
even the Anm, or years, to whom the poets as- 
cribe a certain silent and gliding motion. When 
their charadters were introduced in the great 
processions, or on any other public occasion; 
the persons who adted their parts probably en- 
deavoured to express this in their way of walk- 
ing There are some expressions in the poets 
which countenance the conjecture, that Annus 
was sometimes represented with more dignity, 
and as moving along silently, though swiftly, 
in a chariot. Not only the year itself, but the 
four different seasons of it, were all represent- 
ed as persons by the ancients. The artists, as 
well as the poets, seem sometimes to have an 
eye to the four ages of life, in their representa- 
tions of the four seasons ; Ver is infantile and 
ttxi6s!r,Aestas young and sprightly, Autumnus 
mature and manly, and Hiems old and decripid. 
Ver, besides his youth, is marked out generally 
by the coronet of flowers on his head, or the 
bushel of them in his hand ; Aestas is crowned 
with corn, or holds a sickle ; Autumnus is usu- 
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ally distinguished by his garland of different 
fruits ; and Hiems by his wreath of reeds, by 
the birds he holds> or the beast at his feet, and 
by his being clothed, whilst the others are na- 
ked. Though the seasons appear so often on 
the remains of the ancients, we may learn se- 
veral manners of their representing them from 
the poets, different from those either on gems, 
paintings, or relievos. Autumnus, in parti- 
cular, was perhaps sometimes represented as 
pouring fruit out of his lap, and sometimes 
holding a vine-branch, loaded with grapes ; at 
other times he was painted as all stained and 
discoloured from the vintage, and with grey 
hairs intermixed with those ol their natural co- 
lour It is probable he w as sometimes exhibit- 
ed with a wan, feeble look, which is but too just 
a characteristic of this season Hiems, as old 
and decrepid, should be either quite bald, or 
only with a few grey hairs , his look should be 
rough, melancholy, and severe , he is slow in 
his motions, and shivera as he goes Possibly 
they sometimes represent him with icicles on his 
garments, and hoarfiost upon his beard His 
retreat during the warmer months, according 
to Statius, was towards the north pole ; and 
Virgil, perhaps from some piCture or relievo, 
describes Sol as driving him out of the sight ot 
men, into some deep, gloomy cave there. The 
year represents the ages of mankind , for as 
there are four parts of the year, so, according 
to the opinion of Pythagoras, childhood con- 
tinues twenty years, youth twenty, manhood 
twenty, and old age twenty Childhood re- 
sembles the spring, youth summei', manhood 
autumn, and old age winter. 

ANNONA, one of the goddesses of plenty She 
differs from Abundantia as having a smaller di- 
strict, and as piesiding over one season only , 
for, as the word seems to signify, she was look- 
ed on as the giver of plenty of provision for the 
current year ; whereas Abundantia was the 
giver of other things as well as provision ; and 
at all times and in all places. Annona is re- 
presented with com in her hand, and the beak 
of a ship by her, to shew some temporary sup- 
ply of com, which was generally brought by 
sea to Rome, as may be seen from a figure of her 
on the reverse of a medal, in honour of the em- 
peror Antoninus Pius. See Almndantia. 

K 2 
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ANOBRET, a Plioenician nymph, the wife of I- 
lus, or Saturn, and mother of Jeiid, who was 
sacrificed on an attar which he himself had e- 
redfed 

ANOSIA 1 e tbe unrelenting an epithet of Ve- 
nus, given hei for the same leason as Andro 
pl>onos , which see 

ANTANDROS, a city of Phrygia, whence Ae- 
neas embarked. 

ANTAEUS, the giant, was king of Lydia and son 
of Neptune and Terra, or the Earth. He is 
said to have been sixty-four cubits high, and so 
inhuman that he first forced all strangers to 
wrestle with him, and then killed them. One 
of the most remarkable among the voluntary 
labours of Hercules, was his combat with him, 
whom, in travelling over the world to rid it of 
monsters, he found in Africa Their method 
of fighting partook both of wrestling and box- 
ing , such as w'ds frequently used in the Circus 
at Rome. In this sort of combat Hercules foiled 
his antagonist several times, but, as often as 
he fell on Ins mother, the Earth, she constantly 
supplied him with fiesh strength, and enabled 
him to renew the conflu.'t with vigour Her- 
cules, after fatiguing himself a long time in 
vain, having at length found out the mystery, 
instead of flinging him on the ground, as he 
had done, lifted him up from the earth, and 
pressed him to death against his bosom. There 
are no antiques representing the former part of 
this combat, but statues of the victory were 
common. It is also to be met with on gems 
and medals. There possibly may have been o- 
ther representations which agre^ with Ovid’s 
account, who seems to make Hercules hold this 
mighty giant under his left arm, whilst with 
his right hand he throttles him —Antaeus was 
the name also of a Latian chief. 

ANTELIUS, OR ANTHELIUS, one of the Ante- 
In Daemones, divinities worshipped at Athens. 

ANTELUDIA, a day of shew or parade preced- 
ing the Circenses, in which the preparations 
made for these solemnities were exposed in great 
form and jiomp 

’•A.NTENOR, a Trojan prince, thought to have be- 
trayed his country, because he entertained the 
Grecian ambassadors, who were sent to demand 
Hden, and did not discover Ulysses when he 
knew him in his disguise . Aeneas and Antenor 


alone advised to restore Helen, and make peace, 
Antenor made his way through the midst of the 
Greeks, arrived safe to the territories of Ve- 
nice, and built a city called Antenorea, after- 
wards Patavium, from the river Padus, and 
now Padua. T acitus informs us, that it was be- 
lieved in hiB time, that the games celebi ated at 
Padua had been instituted by this Trojan , and 
some authors maintain, that the bonnet of the 
Doges of Venice is made to resemble those of 
the ancient Phrygians Antenor, to establish 
himself in these territories, formed an alliance 
with the Henetes, ancestors of the present Ve- 
netians, and, by their assistance, expelled the 
Euganians, and built the city already mention- 
ed, where it is said his tomb is still extant — 
There are authors who rejedl that part of the 
account which makes Antenor the builder of 
Padua Antenor was father of Iphidamas and 
Coon, by Theano, daughter of Cisseus. 

ANTENORIDAE, the descendants of Antenor. 

ANTEROS, son of Mars and Venus. Themis 
had told this goddess that her son Cupid, or 
Eros, would not grow up till she had another 
son, which accoi dingly she liad by Mars, and 
called him Anteros, t. e Antt-Cuptd , whence 
Venus IS stilcd by Ovid, the mother of two 
Loves or Cupids. The Athenians ere6led an 
altar and a statue to Anteios, representing him 
naked, under the form of a beautiful youth, 
holding two cocks upon his breast, and endea- 
vouring to make them peck his head. It is 
thought that the two winged Cupids which draw 
the chariot of Venus, in a medal of the Julian 
family, are Eros and Anteros. This deity is 
generally taken for mutual and reciprocal love ; 
but Servius, upon Virgil, understands Antei'os 

as the opposite, or a remedy against love 

Others make Nox and Erebus, or Hell and 
Night, the parents of Cupid Anteros ; whom 
they stile a vulgar god, whose companions are 
Drunkenness, Sorrow,' Contention, and the like. 

ANTEVORTA, and POSTVORTA, deities a- 
mong the Romans, so called because they were 
-supposed to preside over events both past and 
future. These deities were regarded as the 
counsellors of Providence, and were particu- 
larly invoked by women in child-bed. Ante- 
vorta caused the child to prei^nt itself in a 
right position; and Postvorta gave it birth' 
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when it came forth with its feet foremost. Post- 
vorta allayed the pains of child-bearing, and 
Antevorta restored the lying-in woman to 
health. These goddesses were also sometimes 
called Prosa, Prorsa, and Pornma. 

ANTHESPHORIA, a Sicilian festival instituted 
in honour of Proserpine. The word is derived 
from the Greek »t&o( o, flower, and to carry , 
because that goddess was foi ced away by Pluto 
when slje was gathering flowers in the flelds of 
Enna, a beautiful plain situated near the mid- 
dle of the island, and therefore called The Na- 
vel of Stcily. Festus, however, does not ascribe 
the feast to Proserpine, but says, it obtained its 
appellation from the ears of corn which were 
carried on this day to the temples. Anthespho- 
ria seems to be the same thing with the Flort- 
sertum of the Latins, and answers to the harvest- 
home of modern days Another solemnity of 
this name seems to have been observed at Ar- 
gos in honour of Juno, to whom a temple A/i^as 
dedicated under the name of A»^ua. 

ANTHESTERIA, an Athenian festival, observ- 
ed in honour of Bacchus, upon the 11th, 12th, 
and 13th days of the month Anthesterion. The 
first day was named n<9«tyt«, ««•» t» iriOat ttyim, 
t c because they then broached their barrels 
The same day was by the Chacroneans called 
Ayafiou A«»pwf, t e the day of the good geniui , 
because it was customary to make merry upon 
it The second day was called Xoif, from the 
measure because every man drank out 
of his own vessel, in memory of an accident 
which happened in the reign of Pandion, or, 
as others say, of Demophoon, when Arestes, 
having slain his mother, fled to Athens before 
he had undergone the purification for murder 
The Athenians were at that time busy in cele- 
brating the festival of Bacchus, stiled l^naeus, 
from his having the care of wine presses, which 
in Greek are called Aw«i«. Orestes was kindly 
received ; but, to prevent the contamination 
which might adhere to the company, by drink- 
ing with a polluted person, and yet, that he 
might not take it unkind to be forced to drink 
alone, it was ordered, that every man should 
have a distinct vessel of wine, and drink only 
of his own cup. The first day they only opened 
their vessels, and tasted their wine ; but, on 
the second, it was the custom to drink copi- 


ously, in emulation of each other, and the 
victor was rewarded with a crown of leaves and 
a vessel of wine. It was usual also to ride in 
chariots, out of which they jested upon all who 
passed by The professors of sophistry feasted 
at home with their friends, and had presents 
sent them in abundance. From this day called 
it was that Bacchus had the surname of 
Xoeire-ntc, Or the hoHser The third day was cal- 
led XuTpoi from a pot, which was brought 
forth full of all sorts ot seeds, which they ac- 
counted sacred to Mercury. The comedians 
used to a6t on this day, and at Sparta, Lycurgus 
ordered that such of them as excelled should 
be enrolled amongst the free citizens. During 
this festival, the slaves were allowed to drink 
and revel , and therefore, at the end of it, it was 
usual to proclaim 0vp»^t Keipif, ovx tr' 

Retire ye Carian slaves! the Anthesteria are 
over. 

ANTHEMOISIA, daughter of Lycus, and mo- 
ther of Pelops by Tantalus. 

ANTEUS, son of Antenor, whom Paris killed 
by mistake A leader under Aeneas was also 
of this name 

ANTHIA, a name of Juno Pausanias mentions 
a temple erected to her under this appellation 
Thesistci of Priam, taken captive by thcGreeks, 
was so called Theiewas also another Anthia, 
wife of Proetus. 

ANTHION, a well in Boeotia, by which Ceres 
is said to have sat, in the figure ol an old wo- 
man, during her search of Proserpine 

ANTHIUS, a surname of Bacchus, signifying 
florid, blooming, m the prime of life. He was wor- 
shipped under this title at Athens The Pra- 
tenscs had also a statue of him thus denomi- 
nated The poets have a frequent retrospect to 
this particular Thus, Catullus 

Pmte *x aim florbns vohtahat lacchus. 

ANTHOR, OR. ANTHORES, of Argos, was a 
companion both of Hercules, and also of Evan* 
der 

ANTIANIRA, daughter of Menechus, and mo- 
ther of Echion and Eiytus (heroes in the Col- 
chian expedition) by Mercury. 

ANTIAS, Fortune, so denominated from a cele- 
brated temple ereCled to her at Antiuin, a city 
ofLatium. 

ANTICLEA, the daughter of Diodes, wife of 
4 
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Laertes, and mother of Ulysses, was not only 
said to have been surprized by Sisyphus, but 
that he was the real father of Ulysses. 

ANTICYRA, an island in the gulf of Corinth 
that abounded with helebore. 

ANT ICON E, daughter of Oedipus king of Thebes, 
by his mother locasta. When that prince disco- 
vered that he had not only killed his father, but 
married his mother, he was seized with such 
frenzy, that he plucked out his own eyes, and 
would have killed himself, if his daughter An- 
tigone, who led him about in this deplorable 
condition, had not prevented him. Antigone, 
with her sister Agria, was afterwards put to 
death by Creon king of Thebes, when attend- 
ing the funeral of their brother Polynices ,* but 
Theseus soon revenged their deaths, by killing 
Creon, whose son, Haemon, being in love with 
Antigone, slew himself at her tomb. There 
was another Antigone, daughter of Laomedon, 
who, thinking herself, on account of the parti- 
ality of Jupiter, more beautiful than Juno, was 
changed by the jealous goddess to a stork. 

ANTIGONEIA, sacrifices in honour of Anti- 
gone 

ANTILOCHUS, son of Nestor, was slain by Hec- 
tor, according to Ovid ; but, according to Ho- 
mer, by Mcmnon. Antilochus is said in the 
Iliad to have been the first Greek who slew a 
T rojan, having with his lance stricken Eche- 
polus through the head. 

There was another Antilochus, son of Amphiraus. 

ANTIMACHUS. See Ftsander. 

ANTINOEIA, annual sacrifices and quinquennial 
games in honour of Antinous the Bithynian. 
They were instituted at the command of Adri- 
an the Roman emperor at Mantinea in Arcadia, 
where Antinous had a temple, and was wor- 
shipped. 

AN'llNOUS, one of the suitors of Penelope, 
whom Ulysses killed at a feast of the other 
Antinous, (who was deified by Adrian, and to 
whose memory the Anttnoeta were instituted) ; 
thei e remains at Mandragone a Colossal head, 
in the most perfect perservation, and conceived 
on the gi cat principles of art, so exquisite in 
its beauty, that, excepting the Apollo Belvi- 
dere and the Laocoon, scarce any work an- 
tiquity, transmitted to our times, can bear to 
be compared with it If permission could 'be 


obtained to take a cast from it, our artists 
might study it as a model of beauty. Inde- 
pendant of the lineaments of the countenance, 
the details have uncommon merit, and the hair 
in particular is treated in a manner that no 
remains of ancient art can equal. In respeft 
to the gems of Antinous, one of the most beau- 
tiful extant, and which was in the cabinet of 
the Zanetti of Venice, is now in the collection 
of the duke of Marlborough. 

ANTIOPE, queen of the Amazons, was subdued 
and taken by Hercules, who presented her to 
Theseus. There was another Antiope, daughter 
of NyCteus, who bore two sons to Jupiter. 
Her father attempted to kill her, but she es- 
caped from him, and after his death was pur- 
sued by Lycus her uncle, who committed her 
to the custody of Dirce his wife, from whose 
ill treatment she was rescued by her sons. 

ANTIPHATES, son of Sarpedon by a woman 
of Thebes, was slain by Turnus —Of the same 
name was a savage, king of the Lestrigons. 
Ulysses having been cast on his coast, sent 
three of his companions to solicit his aid. One 
of them he devoured, and the other two, with 
difficulty, escaped. — A third Antiphates, was 
the son of Melampus, and father of Oielus. 

ANTIPHON, one of the nine sons of Priam, who 
survived the death of HeCtor. 

ANTIPHUS, with his brother Phidippus, were 
descendants of Hercules by their father Thes- 
salus. The two brothers led thirty ships against 
Troy. Priam also had a son of this name, kil- 
led by Agamemnon, and Ulysses a friend. 

ANTORES, had been the companion of Hercules, 
but being sent from Argos, joined Evander in 
Italy, according to Virgil, who makes him fall 
by the dart of Mezentius aimed at Aeneas. 

ANUBIS, an Egyptian god represented under 
the form of a man with a dog’s head, holding 
a palm branch in one hand, and a caduceus, 
or wand with two wings on the top, and en- 
twined by two serpents, on the other. This 
god the poets generally call the Barker, a god 
half a dog, a dog half a man. He is also called 
Hermanubis, because his sagacity is so great, 
that some take him to be the same with Mer- 
cury. Diodorus Siculus tells us, that Anubis, 
following his Father Osiris to war, bore the fi- 
gure of a dog on his shield, for which reason 
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he was worshipped after his death under the 
resemblance of that animal. 

Akubis was also the name of one of the sons of 
Bacchus, and brother of Macedo. 

anxur, anxurus, anxyrus, axurus, 

OR AXUR, that is, wttbout a heard , was a title 
under which Jupiter was worshipped as a child, 
in Campania, imd particularly at Anxur, a city 
of the Volsci. 

ANXUR, a hero- mentioned by Virgil, whose 
left arm Aeneas lopped of with his sword. 

ANYGER, a river in Thessaly in which theCen- 
taurs bathed the wounds they received from 
Hercules. 

AON, son of Neptune. Being compelled to flee 
from Apulia, he settled in Boeotia, on the 
mountains which were called from his name, 
Aonian. 

AONIDES,one of the many appellations common 
to the Muses, so called from the Aonian moun- 
tains, a part of ancient Boeotia. 

AONIUS Deus Bacchus, because he was of Boeo- 
tia, was so stiled, and the epithet Aonuis was 
given to Hercules for the same reason. 

AORASIA, invisibility. The opinion of the an- 
cients with regard to the appearance of the 
gods to men, was, that they never shewed 
themselves face to face, but were known from 
their backs as they withdrew. Neptune as- 
sumed the form of Calchas to speak to the two 
Ajaxes, but they knew him not till he turned 
his back to leave them, and discovered the god 
by his majestic step as he withdrew. Venus 
appeared to Aeneas in the charadter of a hun- 
tress, but her son knew her not till she de- 
parted from him ; her divinity w'as then be- 
trayed by her radiant head, her flowing robe, 
and her majestic pace. 

AORNOS. See Avemus. 

AORSA Diana is so stiled by Hesychius, fiom 
a mountain of that name in Argolis 

APATURIA, a Grecian festival, first instituted 
at Athens, and thence derived to the rest of the 
lonians, except those of Ephesus and Colophon. 
It received its name from xvctrn, which signifies 
deceit^ being first instituted in memory of a 
stratagem by which Melanthius, king of Athens, 
overcame Xanthus, king of Boeotia ; for, a con- 
troversy happening between the Athenians and 
Boeotians about a piece of ground, situated on 


the confines of their two countries, Xanthus 
made a proposal that himself and Thymoetes, 
who then reigned at Athens, should decide the 
quarrel by single combat ; but Thymoetes de- 
clining the fight, he was deposed. Melanthius , 
his successor, a Messenian, son of Neleus and 
Perulymene, accepted the challenge, and met 
his antagonist at the appointed place. At the 
instant of commencing the conflidl, Melanthi- 
us thinking, or pretending that he saw at Xan- 
thus’ back, a jierson haliited in black goat’s 
skin, cried out that the conditions of the con- 
test were violated, upon which, Xanthus look- 
ing back, was treacherously slam by Melan- 
thius In memory of this success, Jupiter was 
surnamed An’«1iikwp, or the Deceiver, and Bac- 
chus MeXasxoeiyjf, i c invested in a black goat* s skin 
The latter was also honoured with a new tem- 
ple, and the institution of tins festival. Others 
are of opinion that the Apatuna wei e denomi- 
nated from xv»Tovfix, of the same import with 
iy.9wxrofix , because on this festival children ac- 
companied their fathers to have their names en- 
tered in the public register Others suppose 
the festival to have been so named, because chil- 
dren were to the time of its observam e<»7ri*Topit, 
i e mthout fathers in a civil sense , it not being 
till then publicly recorded whose they were — 
This festival was celebrated m the month Pya- 
nepsion, and lasted three days The first day 
w'as c.illed itpwtix fiom Stpirot, a supper , because 
on the evening of that day, each tribe had a se- 
parate meeting, at which a sumptuous enter- 
tainment was provided The second day was 
named Auxpfwnf, because on this day vulims 
weie offered to Jupiter pfxrpiot, oi the piote&or 
of tribes, and Minerva, in whose sacrifices, as 
in all that were offered to the celestial deities, it 
was usual to turn the heads of the victims up- 
wards towai ds Heaven At this sacrifice the 
children enrolled among the citizens, were pla- 
ced close to the altar It was usual also for 
persons richly apparelled to take lighted torches 
from the sacred hearth, and run about singing 
hymns in praise of Vulcan, as the first who 
taught men the use of that element ; which cus- 
tom is by Meursius referred to this day, though 
Harpocration, to whom we are indebted for the 
mention of it, has left us in the dark as to its 
time. The third day was named xtvptuTK, from 
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x«upec, a youth ; or wtfm, a shaving ; because the 
young men who till then remained unshaven, 
had their hair cut off before they were presented 
to be registered. Their fatheis at this time 
were obliged to swear that both themselves and 
the mothers of the young men were free-born 
Athenians. It was also usual to offer a sheep in 
sacriiice to Diana. This viftim was to be of a 
certain weight, and because it once happened 
that the standers-by cried out in jest 
as though it were too little, it was ever after cal- 
led Mtm, and the persons who offered it/Mn«y«yoi. 
To these Hesychius adds a fourth day, which he 
tells us was called tirtSttK. This name, however, 
is not peculiar to this festival, but was generally 
applied to any day celebrated after the end of 
another solemn ity, being derived «jro tou 
vuv, because it was a sort of appendage to the 
great festival 

APAULIA, th.e third day of a marriage solem- 
nity. It was thus called because the bride, re- 
turning to her father’s house, lodged apai t from 
the bridegroom. Some pi etend the Apaulia to 
have been the second day of the marriage, or 
that on which the chief ceremony was pei- 
formed, thus called in contradistinftion to the 
first day, or wfoxvXM On the day called 
the bride presented her bridegroom with a gai - 
ment called 

APENE, a kind of chariot in which the images 
of the gods were earned on particular days in 
procession, attended with solemn pomp, songs, 
hymns, dances, &c. It was very rich, made 
sometimes of ivory or silver, and variously 
decorated. The Apene or sacred chariot of 
the Greeks, is called by Latin writers. Then- 
sa. 

APESANTIUS, OR APHESANTIUS, an epi- 
thet given to Jupiter from yf'/wwj, a mountain 
of Nemea, consecrated to him. 

APHACITIS, a title of Venus from Aphaca, a 
place in Syria situated between Heliopolis and 
By bios, near Lebanon, where she had a temple 
Near this place was a lake, round which fire 
usually burst forth, and its waters were so 
heavy, that bodies of considerable gravity 
floated on them. The temple was destroyed 
by Constantine, as being a school for inconti- 
nence. The word Aphaca is of Syriac origin, 
and signifies embraces. 


APHAEA, a surname of Diana. Under this title 
Britomarte was worshipped at Aegina. 

APHAEUS, a surname of Mars. 

APIIAREUS, OR AMPHAREUS, son of Gorgo- 
phoiic and Perieres, and brother of Leucippus 
and Arene, daughter of Gorgophone by her 
second husband Oebalus. Aphareus married 
his sister Aicne. SeeGofgopboae. 

Thcie was another Aphareus one of the Argonauts, 
and father of Lynceus, whom Ovid stiles Apba- 
reta proles Homer mentions a Greek also of 
this name, slam before Troy. 

APHARIUS, a Greek noticed in the 9th Iliad 

APHETERII Castor and Pollux were so named 
from a temple within the course where compe- 
titoi*s contended in running, and from the ves- 
tibule of which they started 

APHEIOR, a suiname of Apollo, from the ora- 
cles which he delivered at Delphi, and like- 
wise of the priest who promulged them 

APHIDNUS, one of Aeneas’ leaders, killed by 
Turn us 

APHNEUS, OR APHNIUS, a surname of Mars. 

APHRODISIA, festivals in honour of Venus, 
called Aphrodite or Aphrodites, several of which 
were observed in divers parts of Greece. The 
most remarkable of them was that at Cyprus, 
instituted by king Cinyras, out of whose family 
certain priests of Venus were elected, and for 
that reason named Kwfxiut At that solemnity 
several mysterious rites were practised all ini- 
tiated into them offered a piece of money, and 
received, as a token of the goddesses favour, a 
measure of salt and a4>»M.ot ; the former, because 
salt IS a concretion of sea water, whence Venus 
was thought to have sprung , the latter, because 
she was the goddess of wantonness. At Ama- 
thus, a city of Cyprus, solemn sacrifices weie 
offered to Venus, and called x«pir«irof, a term de- 
rived from KXfmf, fruit , perhaps because this 
goddess presided over generation At either 
Paphos the festival of this goddess was observed, 
being celebrated not only by the inhabitants 
themselves, but by multitudes that thronged 
to it out of other cities. At Corinth it was ce- 
lebrated by harlots. 

APHRODITE, OR APHRODITES, a name of 
Venus Marina, which imports emerging from 
the foam of the sea. 

APHTHAS. SeeOpas. 



API 


API 

APIA: under this name the Earth was worshipped, 
as a powerful deity, by the Lydians. The Pe- 
loponnesus likewise was anciently so called from 
king Apis. 

API ASON, of Paeonia, en gaged in the war ofT roy , 
on thesideof Priam. He wa&killedby Lycomedes 

APIS, one of the Egyptian gods, worshipped in 
the form of a living bull. Mythologists say 
that Apis was a king of the Argives, who, leav- 
ing his dominions to his brother, went into E- 
gypt, where he was known under the name of 
Osins , that he married Isis, and, having civi- 
lized the Egyptians, taught them the manner 
of planting the vine. They revered him, after 
his death, as a god, under the figure of a bull 
This singularity the ingenious Abbe la Pluche 
explains in the following manner Chance 
having produced a calf at Memphis, which had 
some spots nearly in the figure of a circle or 
crescent, symbols highly reverenced among 
the Egyptians, these marks were taken foi the 
charaftei istics of Osiris and Isis, stamped upon 
the animal , and some extravagant persons ima- 
gined and persuaded others, that this was an 
apparition of their ancient governor, on a visit 
which as protedlor of Egypt he condescended to 
make them This miraculous calf was there- 
fore lodged m the finest palace in Memphis , all 
his motions were judged prophetical , the peo- 
ple flocked to him with their offerings, and he 
received the name of Apis, which signifies ibe 
mighty god. At his death, they took care to 
replace him with another that had nearly the 
same spots, and when the marks were not ex- 
ail, they improved them with a pencil After 
a certain time, to prevent the indecency of his 
dying, they led him, with great ceremony, to 
a certain place, where they drowned him, and 
then interred him very devoutly. This me- 
lancholy ceremony was intermixed with abun- 
dance of tears, and was emphatically called Sc- 
rapis, or the retreat of Apis , his successor was 
sought for, and then this strange devotion was 
perpetuated. Pliny thus describes the form and 
quality of this bull, or ox An ox is worship- 
ped in Egypt as a god j they call him Apis . — 
there is a white shining spot upon his right side, 
horns like the moon in its increase, and a node 
under his tongue, which they call Cantbam . — 
His body, according to Herodotus, was all black, 
Vol. L 
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on his forehead he had a white, square, shining 
figure; the effigies ofan eagle on his back, and, 
besides the Cantharis in his mouth, he had hair 
of two sorts on his tail. If he live beyond an 
appointed period of time, they drown him in 
the priest’s fountain • the priests then shave their 
heads, mourn and lament, and seek another to 
supply his room When they have found one, 
he is brought by the priests to Memphis. He 
hath two chaiiels, \\hirh they call chambers, 
and hither the jieoplc resort In one he fore- 
tells good, in the other evil He gives his an- 
swers in private, and takes meat from those who 
consult him. He refused meat, however, from 
the hands of Gcrmanicus Caesar, who died not 
long after He a6ls for the most part in secret, 
but when he pleases to appear publicly, the offi- 
cers go before and clear the way, and a crowd of 
boys attend him singing verses to his lionour. 
He seems to have intelligence, and to expeft 
woiship Once a year a cow is shewn to him, 
who hath her marks, though different from his, 
and this cow is .ilways both found and killed the 
same day To this Aelian adds, that the cow 
which conceives Apis, conceives him not by a 
bull, but by lightning. Cambyses, king of As- 
syria, gave no credit to these trifles, and struck 
Apis in the thigh with his sword, to shew, by 
the blood issuing from the wound, that he was 
no god but il IS jiretended that this sacrilege 
did not pass unpunished Cambyses, as the E- 
gyptians say, being immediately seized with lu- 
nacy, became raving m.id. A like story is told 
of Darius Ochus, king of Assyria, who having 
also subdued Egypt, caused the god Apis to be 
sacrificed to an ass, and then ordered his cook 
to dress the flesh of the slain god for his atten- 
dants. Under Ptolemy Lagus, Apis being dead, 
the expence of burying him amounted to above 
^00,000 crowns The Egyptians sacrificed 
bulls to Apis, in the choice of which they were 
so scrupulous, that if they found but a single 
black hair upon them, they weie judged impro- 
per viftims When they happened on a beast 
without blemish, they saciifaced him, and, cut- 
ting off his head, carried it into the market, and 
sold it to some Grecian, if they could meet with 
any ; if not, they threw it into the river, with 
this form of execration — May tbe evils mpendwg 
ever ibe beads of tbe persons now sacitficing, or tbe 
L 


PANTHEON. 



74 APO PANTHEON. APO 


Egyptians m general, fall upon tbts bead ! The 
golden calf which Aaron made for the Israelites 
in the wilderness, and the calves set up by Je- 
roboam, to be worshipped by the ten tribes 
were plainly borrowed from the superstitious 
adoration paid by the Egyptians to Apis. Some 
have thought that the patriarch Joseph was wor- 
shipped by the Egyptians under the name of A- 
pi&, for the Egyptians say that Apis was a king 
of Memphis , who provided food for his sub- 
je(5is during a very great famine. The worship 
of this ridiculous divinity was abolished long 
before the other religions of paganism, for want 
of finding an animal with the proper marks — 
Spartian relates, that in the reign of Adrian, 
tlierc was a great sedition at Alexandria, on 
occasion of the Apis being found after many 
years search for him in vain ; the people of E- 
gypt quarrelling who should have possession of 
the god Ammianus Marcellinus tells us, that 
the emperor Julian could not restore the idola- 
trous worship of the Egyptians, foi want of 
finding the Apis 

APOBOMIOI, sacrifices offered, without altars, 
on the bare earth. 

APOLLINEA proles, Aesculapius, the son of A- 
pollo 

APOLLINEUS votes, Orpheus. 

APOLLO Cicero mentions four of this name, 
the most ancient of whom was the son of Vul- 
can , the second, a son of Cory lias, liorii in 
Crete , the third, an Arcadian, called Nomion, 
from his being a great legislator ; and the last, 
to whom the greatest honours are ascribed, the 
son of Jupiter and Latona, daughter of Coeus, 
the Titan. Of these four, it appears that the 
three last were Greeks, and the first an Egyp- 
tian, who, according to Herodotus, was the son 
of Osiris and Isis, and called Onis Pausanias 
is of the same opinion with Herodotus, and 
ranks Apollo among the Egyptian divinities — 
The testimony of Diodorus Siculus is still more 
ex pi ess, for in speaking of Isis, after saying that 
she had invented the pra6lice of medicine, he 
adds, that she taught this art to her son Orus, 
named Apollo, who w as the last of the gods that 
reigned in Egypt. It is easy to trace almost all 
the Grecian fable and mythologies from Egypt ; 
for, if the Apollo of the Greeks was said to be 
the son of Jupiter, it was because Orus, the A- 


pollo of the Egyptians, had Osiris for his father, 
whom the Greeks confounded with Jupiter If 
the Greek Apollo were reckoned the god of elo- 
quence, music, medicine, and poetry, the rea- 
son was, that Osiris, who was the symbol of the 
Sun among the Egyptians, as well as his son 
Orus, had there taught those liberal arts. If 
the Greek Apollo were the god and conduflor 
of the Muses, it was becauseOsiris carried with 
him, in his expedition to the Indies, singing 
women and musicians This parallel might be 
continued still further, but enough has been said 
to prove that the true Apollo was probably ot 
Egypt Whether Apollo were a real personage, 
or only the great luminary, many have doubt- 
ed Indeed Vossius has taken pains to prove 
this god to be only an ideal being, and that there 
never was any Apollo but the Sun. He was 
stiled the son of Jupiter, says this author, be- 
cause that god was reckoned, by the ancients, 
the creator of the world his mother was called 
Latona, a name which signifies bidden, because, 
before the Sun was created, all things were co- 
vered with the obscurity of a chaos he is al- 
ways represented as beardless and youthful, be- 
cause the Sun never decays, or grows old * and 
what else can his bow and arrows imply, but his 
piercing beams ? He adds, all the ceremonies 
performed to his honour, had manifest relation 
to the great source of light which he represent- 
ed , whence he i oncludes it to be in vain to seek 
for any other divinity than the Sun, adored un- 
der the name of Apollo. Though this in ge- 
neral may be true, yet, from many passages in 
ancient authors, it appears that there was some 
illustrious personage named Apollo, who, af- 
ter his Apotheosis, was taken for the Sun ; as 
Osiris andOrus of Egypt were, after their deaths, 
confounded with the same luminary, of which 
they became the symbols, either from the glory 
and splendor of their reigns, or from a belief 
that their souls reBided.in his orb. The Apollo, 
however, of this article, was son of Jupiter and 
Latona, and brother of Diana, and of all the 
divinities in the pagan world, the chief chensher 
and proteflor of the polite arts, and the most 
conspicuous charafter m Heathen theology. — 
Nor unjustly, from the glorious attributes as- 
cribed to him, as being the god of light, me- 
dicine, eloquence, music, poetry, and prophe- 
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cy ; the prote6tor of the Muses and polite arts. 
Latona his mother having, by her extreme beau- 
ty, attracted the notice of Jupiter, became preg- 
nant by him. This circumstance being disco- 
vered by Juno, Latona was exiled from hea- 
ven, and the serpent Python was commissioned 
to destroy her From his pursuit she fled in 
the shape of a quail, to the island of Delos, 
where she was delivered of twins, Diana and 
Apollo The latter is said, soon after his birth, 
to have destroyed the monster Python with his 
arrows , but some postpone this vidlory till he 
came to riper years. After her delivery Lato- 
na fled into Lycia, whence, having there settled 
Apollo, she returned to Delos Amongst the 
most remarkable adventures of this god, was 
the quarrel with Jupiter, on account of the 
death of his son Aesculapius, killed by that 
deity on the complaint of Pluto, that he de- 
creased the number of the dead by his cures 
Apollo, to revenge this injury, killed the Cy- 
clops who forged the thunder-bolts For this 
he was banished heaven, and endured great 
sufferings on earth, being forced to hire him- 
self as a shepherd to Admetus king of 1 hes- 
saly During his pastoral servitude, he is said 
to have invented the lyre to sooth his troubles 
In this retirement an odd accident happened 
to him Mercury, who was born in the nioi u- 
ing, and by noon had learned music, came to 
him in the evening, and so amused him with 
the testudo, as to steal his cattle unpeiccived 
Apollo, however, discovering the theft, insisted 
upon restitution, but the sly deity contriving 
in the midst of the contest to purloin both his 
bow and his arrows, the resolution of i cvengc 
was changed into merriment From Tliessaly 
Apollo removed to Spai'ta, and settled near 
the river Eurotas, where, taking a fancy to 
Hyacinthus, and accidentally killing him while 
playing at quoits, he changed him to the 
flower that bears his name Cyparissus also, 
a beautiful and favourite youth, he transformed 
to a cypress. From Sparta he proceeded to 
Laomedon king of the Troas, where finding 
Neptune in no better plight than himself, they 
agreed with Laomedon to make bricks, and 
build the walls of Troy Long did they labour 
for this ungrateful master, but saw no hopes 
of their promised meed. At length, in re- 
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venge, Apollo sent a pestilence among his pco 
pie, which caused great destruction J Ic also 
assisted Alcathous in building a lab) i mth, in 
which, the stone whereon he was wont to dc- 
posite his lyre, acquired the capacity ol emitting 
melodious tones, if stricken willi any thing 
hard Though Apollo was distingiiislud ior 
his skill m music, he was cxtieiiiely jealous of 
rivalship Midas, king of Phiygia, being con- 
stituted judiTc ni a competition between him 
and Pan, and giving judgment foi the latter, 
was rewarded with the eais ol an as-., whilst 
Linus, grandson of Neptune, who excelled all 
mortals in music, presuniing to sing w ith Apol- 
lo, was punished loi lus teiiieiity with death 
Nor had Marsyas, the Satyr, a bettei csrajic, 
for having been vantpushed in a contest on 
the flute, the god, in his angci, flead him 
alive Apollo was so skilled in the bow, that 
his arrows were always fatal Python and the, 
Cyclops experienced then force Whin the 
giant Tityus ciideavouicd to ravish Diana, he 
transfixed and thiew him into hell Niobc, 
daughter of Tantalus, and wife of Ainjih.on, 
being happy in seven sons and as many daugh- 
ters, was so foolish as to pi efci herself to l.a- 
tona , this so enraged Apollo and Diana, that 
they put her offspring to death Ajxillo resem- 
bled his father Jupiter m his gieat piopensity 
to love He passed some time with Venus m 
the island of Rhodes, during which, it is said, 
the skies rained gold, and the eai th was covei ed 
with lilies and rose-. From the latter flow ei, 
it IS pretended by some, that the island took 
its name , by others, from the nymph Rhodia, 
who was beloved by Apollo He became ena- 
moured of Daphne, daughter of the river Pe- 
neus of Thessaly, who w'as herself picpossessed 
in favour of Lucqipus The god jnirsued her, 
but she flying to preserve her chastity, was 
changed into a lauiel, whose leaves Ajiollo im- 
mediately consecrated to bind his temples, and 
become the reward of poetry The nymph 
Bolma, rather than yield to his suit, threw 
herself into the sea, for which he rendered 
her immortal He had the same passion for the 
nymph Castalia, who vanished from him m the 
foi m of a fountain, w hich was aftei w ards sacred 
to the Muses. He introduced himself to Leu- 
cothoe« daughter of Orcamus, king of Babylon, 
L 2 
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in the sha]>e of her mother Eurynome ; but 
Clyde her sister being jealous, and discovering 
the intrigue, was utterly deserted by him 
The children of Apollo were by Coronis, 
Aesculapius , by Atria Arabus, Miletus , 
Odxes , by Cyrenc, Aristacus , by Anathrippe, 
Chius , by Persis, Circe, byAchalide, Delphus; 
by Arethusa, Elutherus , by Evadne, Janus; 
by Astana, Idmon , by Melia, Ismenius and 
Tacnai us , by Terpsichore, Linus , by Manto, 
Mopsus , by Calliope, Orpheus , by Clymene, 
l^hacton, Phaethusa, Phoebe, and Lampetia, 
and by Aglaia, Thestor ; but the mother of 
Dryops is not known. Apollo, like the other 
gods, had a great variety of names, either taken 
Iroin his principal attributes, or the places 
where he was worshipped. He was called 
Agracus, Archagetas, Cynthius, Delius, Del- 
phicus, Delphinius, Delphis, Didymaeus, Epi- 
delius. Healer, Hyperborean, Liber Pater, 
Lycius, Nomius, Paean, Phanaeus, Phaneta, 
Philalexandrus, Phoebus, Pythius, Sol, Vul- 
tuiius, &c &c — There can be no doubt but 
that Apollo was more generally received in the 
pagan world than any other deity, his worship 
being so universal, that, in almost every re- 
gion, he had temples, oracles, and festivals, as 
innumerable as his attributes. The most fa- 
mous of his temples were those of A£dum, 
Miletus, and Mount Palatine, and the most 
(onspicuous of his oracles, which were nume- 
! ous, those at Abaeain, Phocis ; at Claros in 
Ionia , at Delos, Delphi, and Didynia , at Eu- 
tiesis ; Ptous, Tegyrae, and on Mount Isme- 
nus, in Boeotia, at Larissa among the Argives, 
<uid at Hclioiiolis in Egypt. His temple at 
Delphi especially became so frequented, that 
it was called the oracle of the earth , all nations 
and princes vieing in their munificence to it. 
'Phe Romans eie<5fed to him many temples 
After the battle of A6tium, which decided the 
(ate of the world, and secured the empire to 
Augustus, who not only reared one on that 
piomontory, and renewed solemn games to 
bis honour, but soon after raised a most mag- 
nificent temple to him on Mount Palatine at 
Rome, the whole of Clarian marble. He had 
a celebrated shrine at Mount Sora6te in Italy, 
where his pi lests were so remarkable for sanc- 
tity, that they could walk on burning coals 


unhurt. The festivals and solemn games con- 
secrated to him were chiefly the AAian, Age- 
toreian or Agetoria, Alia, Apollonia, Carneia, 
Delphina, Daphnephoria, Ebdome, Epidemia, 
Epithricalia, Galaxia, Hydrophoria, Mityle- 
naion, Neomenia, Polieia, Septcrion, Thar- 
gelia, Theoxonia, and Thrio. The usual sa- 
crifices to Apollo were lambs, bulls, and oxen 
The animals sacred to him were the wolf, 
from his acuteness of sight, and because he 
spared his flocks when the god was a shepherd; 
the crow and the raven, because these birds 
were supposed to have, by instindl, the faculty 
of prediction ; the swan, from its divining its 
own death ; the hawk, from its boldness in 
flight , and the cock, because he announces the 
rising of the sun. It is remarkable, that most 
of the things Apollo delighted in, depended 
upon the Sun, or bore a resemblance to it ,and 
hence of trees, the palm, laurel, juniper, and 
olive, were most in esteem with him The 
palm and olive, under whose shelter he was 
born, are natives of warm countries , the laurel 
IS of an and quality, always flourishing and 
conducing to divination and poetic raptures ; 
and the juniper, whose branches and fruit are 
use'd by the Scythians in their mysteries, is of 
an extraordinary hot nature The cicada, on 
account of its singing, was reckoned agreeable 
to the god of music, especially, as it has its 
birth and nurture from the Sun Most of 
the ancient poets have celebrated this inseCt, 
but none to greater purpose than Anacreon. 
Plato says, that it sings all summer without 
food, like those men, who, dedicating them- 
selves to the Muses, forget the common con- 
cerns of life All young men, when their 
beards grew, consecrated their locks in his 
temple, as the virgins did their girdles in 
that of Diana.— As to the signification of this 
fabulous divinity, all are agreed, that, by A- 
pollo, the Sun is understood in general, though 
several poetical flAions have relation only to 
the Sun, and not to Apollo. The great attri- 
butes of this deity were divination, healing, 
music, and archery, all which manifestly refer 
to the Sun. Light dispelling darkness is a 
strong emblem of truth dissipating ignorance. 
What conduces more to life and health than 
the solar warmth f or can there be a juetter 
4 
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uymbol of the planetary harmony than Apollo’s 
lyre, the seven strings of which are sard to re- 
present the seven planets ? As his darts are re- 
ported to have destroyed the monster Python, 
so his rays dry up the noxious moisture which 
is pernicious to vegetation and fertility. The 
Persians had a high veneration for this planet, 
and adored it, and the light proceeding from 
it, by the names of Mithra and Orasmanes , 
the Egyptians by those of Isis and Orus From 
their antiquities some insight may perhaps be 
obtained into the origin of the histoiy and ad- 
ventures of Apollo. The Isis, which pointed 
out the neomema, or monthly festival, before 
their annual inundation, was the symbolical 
figure of a creature with the upper part of a 
woman, and the hinder of a lizard, placed in 
a reclining posture ' this they called Leto, and 
used it to signify to the people the necessity of 
providing olives, parched corn, and other 
kinds of dry food for their subsistence during 
the flood. When the waters of the Nile de- 
creased, time enough to allow them a month 
before the entrance of the Sun into Sagitta- 
rius, the Egyptian husbandman was sure of 
leisure to sow his ground, and of remaining 
in absolute security till harvest. This con- 
quest of the Nile was represented by an Orus, 
or image armed with arrows, subduing the 
monster Python, which they called Ofes or 
Hores, a destroyer or waster , or Apollo, which 
admits the same interpretation The figure 
of Isis, above mentioned, they stiled Dewtie or 
Diana, from Dei, suffictemy coming from the 
word Deione, abundance ; and they placed in 
her hand the quail, which, with them, was the 
symbol of security. These emblems earned 
by the Phoenicians into Greece, gave rise to 
the fable of Latona persecuted by the Python, 
and flying to Delos in the form of a quail, 
where she bore Orus and Dione, or Apollo 
and Diana. Thus, these hieroglyphics, de- 
signed only to point out the regular festivals, 
and to instru6l the people in what they were 
to do, became the objects of a senseless and 
gross idolatry -—Apollo was very difFer^tly 
represented in different countries and times, 
according to the charafter he assumed. In 
general he is described as a beardless youth, 
with long flowing hmr floating as it were in 


the wind, comely and graceful, crowned with 
laurel, his garments and sandals shining with 
gold. In one hand he holds a bow and ar- 
rows, in the other a lyre ; sometimes a shield 
and the Graces. At other times he is invested 
in a long robe, and carries a lyre and a cup of 
ne6tar, the symbol of his divinity. He has 
a threefold authority in heaven, he is the Sun ; 
and by the lyre intimates, that he is the source 
of harmony upon earth he is called Ltbcr Pa- 
ter, and can les a shield to shew he is the pro- 
te6lor of mankind, and their preserver in 
health and safety In the infernal regions he 
IS stiled Apollo, and his airows shew his autho- 
rity, whosoever is stricken with them being 
immediately sent thither As the Sun, Apollo 
was depifted in a chariot, draw'n by the lour 
horses, Eom, Etbon, Pblegon, and Pyitoi In 
this charafter the Persians represented him, 
by a figure with the head of a lion coveied 
with a tiara, and holding a mad bull by the 
horns a symbol plainly of Egyptian origin 
The Egyptians sometimes symbolized him by 
a radiated circle, and, at others, by a sceptre 
with an eye above it; though their more fie- 
quent emblem of the solar light, as distin- 
guished from the orb itself, was the golden 
serapli, or, fiery flying serpent The Hieoro- 
politans gave him a pointed beard, to intimate 
the strong emission of his rays downward ; 
over his head was a basket of gold, to repre- 
sent tiie ethenal light . he had on his breast a 
plate, and, in his right hand, a spear, with an 
image of Victory on its top , this besjioke him 
incsitable, and ruling all things m his left 
hand was a flower, intimating the vegetable 
creation nourished, matured, and continued 
by his beams around his shoulders he woie 
a vest, adorned with gorgons and snakes, to 
express the virtue and vigour of the solar in- 
fluence enlivening the apprehension, and pro- 
moting wisdom near him weic the expanded 
wings of an eagle, representing the ether ex- 
jianding from him, as from its proper centre : 
at his feet were three female figures encircled 
by a seraph, that, in the midst, being the cmi- 
blem of the earth, rising in beauty from be- 
tween confusion and nature; the other two, 
by the emanation of his light, signified by the 
seraph or dragon. In the charaAer of Sol, 
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the poets feign, that, at night, he rested with 
Thetis in the orean, and that in the morning, 
the Hours prepared his hoi scs tor the renewal of 
his course, and opened for him the gates of day. 
Of all the produdtions of art which have escaped 
the ravages of time, the Belvidere (or Vatican) 
Apollo is indisputably the most sublime The 
artist hath conceived his work on the principles 
of ideal beauty The stature of the god exceeds 
the human, and is in the highest degree ma- 
jestic The body is neither cherished by veins, 
nor afluated by nerves a celestial spirit seems 
not only to pervade, but to flow over all the 
contours of the figure. He had pursued the 
Python, against whom he hath just extended 
his formidable bow, and having stopt him in 
his flight by an unerring arrow , in the height 
of his joy, his august look penetrating into 
infinity, extends far beyond the scope of his 
victory Disdain sits on liis lips, and the in- 
dignation which swells his nostrils, extends to 
his eye-brows , but an unaltciabic serenity re- 
poses on his forehead, and his eye is as full of 
sweetness as though he were in the midst of 
the Muses, all emulous to obtain his favoui 
The individual beauties of every other god are 
united to complete his form. His foi ehead is 
the forehead of Jupiter pregnant with wisdom 
Ills cyc-brows, by their motion, import his 
will His eyes, in then arched orbits, are the 
eyes of Juno , and his mouth, a mouth that 
inspires the purest delight Like the young 
tendrils of the vine, his fine locks flow round 
his divine head, as if lightly waved by the 
breath of the zephyrs , they seem even bedew- 
ed with the essence of the gods, and negli- 
gently composed by the hands of the Graces 
His limbs arc great from their unity, and con- 
formable to the perfection of youth, in one not 
the minion of Venus, delighting in the shade, 
and reclining on beds of roses, but formed to 
execute the most sublime designs. Apollo 
considered m his poetical character, is colled 
indiflei ently either Votes or Lynstes, music and 
poetry, m the earliest ages of the world hav- 
ing made but one and the same profession 
Sometimes you sec him naked, his hair col- 
lected on his forehead, a lyre in one hand, and 
a plectrum in the other , oi, as described by 
Propertius, leaning against a rock. At others. 


his hair looselyflowing, is crowned with laurel, 
whilst a long robe, his proper and distinguish- 
ing habit, as the Apollo Vates or Lynstes, de- 
scends to his feet. In this dress he was sup- 
posed to appear at the feasts of Jupiter ; and 
especially that solemn one after his victory over 
Saturn, under which character he may most 
properly be called the festal Apollo. One of 
his most celebrated characters, among the 
Romans, particularly in the Augustan age, 
was that of the AHian Apollo. There was a 
promontory near ACtium, called indiflferently 
the promontory of ACtium or Leucate, famous 
in antiquity, for the lovers leap, and the statue 
of this god This statue standing high, served 
as a sea-mark, and was by mariners greatly re- 
vered Augustus himself, before his contest 
with Antony off this cape, addressed his devo- 
tions tor it, and m gratitude to the god for his 
supposed interposition, built one temple to 
him on the spot, and another afterwards at 
Rome on the Palatine Mount In the lattei 
was placed the statue of Apollo by the famous 
Scopas, under the character of the Apollo Zy. 
intes, which is generally that the poets describe, 
and corresponds with the figure on the medal 
of Augustus The representations of Ajxillo 
presiding over tbe Sun, are almost as frequent in 
the works of the ancient artists, as in the writ- 
ings of the poets, with which they agiee In 
them, you see him cither labouring up a lofty 
steep, or easily descending it in his chariot 
Sometimes the Zodiac is represented over 
him, which falls in usually with the head of 
the god this point of coincidence is chosen 
by design, as serving to ascertain the season 
of the action. The Apollo Medicus is often 
mentioned by the poets, and it probably is 
on account of this character, that the serpent 
is placed at the feet of the statues, though 
the antiquaries of Italy pretend it to be the 
Python Their opinion, however, seems the 
less probable, from the consideration, that the 
other deities, who participate with Apollo in 
his character of bealtng, are almost invari- 
aj^ly distinguished by a serpent. But what 
decides the dispute is, that in the figures of 
Apollo with a serpent by him, he has gene- 
rally an aspect placid and lenient , whereas, 
if the object in question were the Python, the 
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cast of his features would rather be severe 
Thus he appears with a face that almost 
makes one tremble, on a gem, where he is 
ordering Marsyas to be flead. It should be 
added, however, m justice to the god, that 
Nero is there exhibited in his person The 
figures relating to this story of Marsyas, 
were anciently common, and many of them 
still remain There is said to have been in 
the Forum, one, and in a different district 
another, exhibiting Apollo as himself inflifting 
the punishment , whence he obtained the name 
of Apollo the Tornienlor. In his character of 
the Apollo Venator, he presides over the chace 
The pidtures and statues of him, probably in 
this capacity, are described by Maximus Ty- 
rius as representing a youth, whose naked 
side appears from under a chlamys, armed 
with a bow, and his feet raised in the a<5lion 
of running Such may we suppose him when, 
according to the poets, he quits Lycia and 
the chace, to assume his state in Delos , and such 
is he desciibed by Viigil, where Aeneas, when 
a hunting, is compared to this god. 

APOLLONIA feasts instituted in honour of A- 
pollo, at Acgialea, whither he is said to have 
retired with Diana, his sister, after the defeat 
of Python , and whence it is added, they were 
driven into Crete The Acgialeans were soon 
after visited with a plague , upon which, con- 
sulting the oracle, they were advised to send 
seven young men, and as many virgins, to ap- 
pease those deities, and intreat their return — 
Apollo and Diana accepted their piety, and 
came back with them to Acgialea In memory 
of this event, the inhabitants not only dedica- 
ted a temple to Pytho, the goddess of pei sua- 
sion, but a custom also arose of appointing an- 
nually as many young men and virgins, to make 
a solemn piotession, as were sent to tliosc dei- 
ties to implore their return 

APOMYOS DEUS, a name under which Jupi- 
ter was worshipped at Elis, and Hercules, as 
well as Jupiter, at the Olympic games These 
divinities were supplicated under this name, to 
destroy, or drive away, the great number of 
flies which constantly attended at the great sa- 
crifices and m those which accompanied the 
Olympic games, the first was always to the A- 
pomyos, or Myiagrus Deus, that he might keep 


off the flies from the rest The usual sacrifice 
was a bull, which, when offered, these insefts, 
according to Pliny, would depart in clouds, 
and return not again during the icmain- 
mg solemnities See Myiagrus, Mytodes, Acbor 

APONE,afountain in Italy, near Padua, the waters 
of which communicated the gift of divination 

APOPEMPTIC The ancients had certainly holy 
days on which they took leave of the gods, as 
supposing each of them returning to his own 
country The deities having the patronage of 
divers places, it was but just to divide their pre- 
sence, and allow some time to each Hence, 
among the Delians and Milesians, we find feasts 
of Apollo, and among the Argians feasts of Di- 
ana, called Epidemia, as supposing these deities 
then more peculiarly amongst them On the 
last day of the feast they dismissed them, fol- 
lowing them to tlic altars with Apopemptic 
hymns Potter says, that the Eptdcmia vcrc pri- 
vate icjoicings for a fiieiid returned fiom a 
journey See Epidemia 

Al*OPOMPAE, tertain days m which sacrifices 
were offered to the gods, called Pompaci Who 
these deities were is doubtful . but certain it is 
that vof*TrxiQ(, denotes any person wlio conduits 
another on his way, and therefore was applied 
to Mercury, who was believed to conduit the 
souls of the deceased to the shades below Pot- 
ter IS inclined to think that these days belonged 
the gods Avertunci, because they weie thought 
to avert evils Such were Jupiter, Hcrcuks and 
otliers 

APOSTROPHI A Venus was invoked under this 
appellation, by those who prayed to be deliver- 
ed tiom the influence of illicit passion The 
name was first given her by Cadmus 

APOTHEOSIS, a Heathen ceiemony, by which 
their emperors and great men were placed a- 
mong the gods After the Apotheosis, which 
they also called diifkatwn ond consecration, tem- 
ples, altars, and images, with attributes of di- 
vinity, were ereited to the new deity, sacrifices 
offered, and colleges of priests instituted It 
was one of the doilrincs of Pythagoras, bor- 
rowed from the Chaldeans, that virtuous per- 
sons, after their death, were raised to the rank 
of the gods. Tiberius prbposed to the Roman 
senate, the Apotheosis of Jesus Christ, as is re- 
lated by Eusebius, Tertullian, and Chrysostom. 
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Juvenal, rallying the frequent Apotheosis, in- 
troduces Atlas as complaining that he was rea- 
dy to sink under the accumulation of gods, 
which were daily added to the heavens He- 
rodian, m speaking of the Apotheosis of the 
emperoi Severus, gives a veiy curious descrip- 
tion of the ceremony. After the body of the 
deceased emperor, says he, had been burnt 
with the usual solemnities, they placed an image 
of wax, perfedlly like him, but of a sickly as- 
pe(5t, on a large bed of ivory, covered with 
cloth of gold, in the vestibule of the palace - — 
The greatest part ofthe day the senate sat ran- 
ged on the left side of the bed, dressed in robes 
of mourning, the ladies of the first rank sitting 
on the right side, in plain white robes, without 
any ornaments. This lasted for seven days suc- 
cessively, during which the physicians came 
from time to time to visit the sick, always mak- 
ing their report that he giew worse, till at 
length they announced his decease This done, 
the young senators and Roman knights took the 
bed of state upon their shoulders, carrying it 
through the Via Sacra, to the old foi um, whei e 
the magistrates were used to resign their office-, 
they there deposited it in the midst of a sort of 
amphitheatre, m one recess of which weiethe 
youth, and in the other the maidens of the first 
families m Rome, singing hymns, set to solemn 
airs, in praise of the dejiarted At the close of 

those hymns, the bed was carried out of the ci- 
ty, into the Cfl/MpMi Mai tun in the middle was 
creeled a kind of square pavilion, within, full of 
cumbustible matters, and hung on the outside 
with cloth of gold, adorned with ivory and va- 
rious paintings Over this edifice were several 
others, like the first in form and decoration, 
but gradually diminishing towards the top On 
the second of these was placed the bed of state, 
strewed with a profusion of aromatic drugs and 
vegetables, and attended by the knights, who 
paraded in solemn measures about the pile , 
round which also several chariots were driven, 
those who condu6led them being clad in pur- 
ple, and bearing the images of the most re- 
nowned emperors and generals. This ceremo- 
ny concluded, the new emperor, with a torch 
in his hand, advanced towards the pile, and, 
m an instant, fire was set to it on all sides, the 
apices and combustibles kindling at once. In 


the mean time, from the top of the building, an 
eagle was let to fly, which mounting into the 
air with a fire-brand, was believed to carry the 
soul of the dead emperor to heaven, and thence- 
forward he was ranked among the gods. It js 
for this reason that the medals on which an A- 
potheosis is represented, have usually an altar 
with fire upon it ; or, however, an eagle taking 
its flight into the air, and sometimes two. A 
gem in the museum of Branden burgh represents 
the Apotheosis of Julius Caesar, mounted up- 
on the celestial globe, and holding an helm in 
his hand, as if he weic now the governor of hea- 
ven, as before he had been of the earth Pliny 
the younger, speaking of the Apotheosis of the 
Roman emperors, observes Tiberius conse- 
crated Augustus, that he might raise him to the 
dignity of a god Nero also consecrated Clau- 
dius, but it was to ridicule him Titus deifled 
Vespasian, and Domitian Titus, the first that 
he iijiglit be the son, the second that he might 
be the brotlici ol a god but if you, Trajan, 
de’fied your father, it was not to awe your ci- 
tizens, dishonour the gods, or do honour to 
yourself it was because you believed him in- 
deed to be a god See Comccratton 

APOTROPAE, verses composed for averting the 
wrath of incensed deities. 

APOTROPAEI, averrunci, or gods a- 

vei tei s of evil , to whom a small ewe lamb was 
usually offered. 

APPIADES, a title of both Pallas and Venus, 
from a temple dedicated to them near the Ap- 
pian waters at Rome. 

APULUS, was a shepherd in the country of La- 
vinia, in which country Pan had a cave over- 
shadowed with trees, which the Nymphs used 
to frequent ; but Apulus terrifying them with 
saucy language, they turned him into the wild 
olive-tree, the fruit of which tree, by its bitter 
juice, emblematizes the rough carriage of shep- 
herds 

AQUARIUS, a sign of the zodiac, said to have been 
Ganymede, raised to the heavens by Jupiter? 

AQUILICIA,sacriflces performed by the Romans, 
in times of excessive drought, to obtain rain of 
the gods. 

AQUILO, or the North East, one of the wind 
deities He is described as of an elderly ap- 
pearance, with a jplate of olives in his hand. 
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that vegetable being the chief produce of the 
territory about Athens, where the beautiful 
temple of the winds, and the figures of the eight 
wind deities were. Aquilo is mentioned by the 
poets in the character of a person, as indeed are 
all the other winds. Ovid speaks of Hiems as 
trembling at the presence of Aquilo, or the 
North-East. I'here is an expression in Statius 
relating to the same personage, which may pos- 
sibly have been borrowed from ancient figures, 
not unlike those blustering faces commonly re- 
presented in the corners of maps 

ARABUS, the son of Apollo by Atria, gave his 
name to Arabia. Some have supposed him the 
inventor of medicine. 

ARACHNE, a princess of Lybia, was daughter 
of Idmon, son of Apollo by Asteria, and sister 
of Phalanx. Ovid makes her daughter of Id- 
nion, a dyer of Lydia. Having the presump- 
tion to challenge Mineiva in weaving tapestry, 
or, according to others, in spinning, the god- 
dess, after a trial of skill, struck her on the fore- 
head with the spindle, at which, being filled 
with despair, and attempting to hang herself, 
Minerva turned her into a spider, and in this 
shape doomed her to exercise the art in which she 
Jiad been so vain of her skill. Abbe la Pluche 
gives an ingenious explication of this fable.— 
According to him, the Egyptians, to remind 
the peopleo the importance of their linen ma- 
nufacture, exposed in their festivals the figure 
of a woman bearing in her right hand the beam 
round which the weavers rolled the warp of their 
cloth : this image they called Minerva, from Ma- 
nevrab, a weaver’s loom. Near this figure they 
placed that of a spider, to which they gave the 
name of Aracbne, from Aracb, to make linen 
cloth ; and these emblems being transplanted 
into Greece, that people, fond of the marvel- 
lous, converted them into real objects, which 
gave scope for the Imagination of the poets to 
invent the transformation of Arachne. See 
Phalanx. 

ARACYNTHA, a mountain of Boeotia, sacred 
to Minerva. 

ARAEA, on,« of the daughters of the river Aste- 
rion, cMmed, in conjunction with her two sis- 
ters, the honour of nursing Juno. 

ARATEIA, a festival of Sicyon, on the birth-day 
of Aratus, whopi th^ honoured with a priest, 
Vol. /. 


who wore a ribband bespangled witli white and 
purple spots. It was celebrated with musir, at 
which the choristers of Bacchus assisted with 
their lyres. There was likewise a solemn pro- 
cession, m which the public schoolmaster, ac- 
companied with his scholars, went first, and 
the senatoisand citizens, adorned with garlands, 
followed See Aratus, 

ARATRIUS 1 he Phoenicians of Azotus called 
their idol Dagon, Jupiter Aratrms , because he 
taught them how to plow the ground, and sow 
their grain 

ARATUS, a Bebrycian, who, with Ornytus, as- 
sisted in equipping Amycus tor the combat with 
Pollux, in which Amycus tell 

ARATUS, of Sicyon, son of Chinias and Aristo- 
dania, was general of the Achaeans, and one of 
the greatest captains among the Grecians. He 
restored the libci-ties of his country, which had 
been destroyed by Abantidcs, who killed his 
father. Having surprised the foi tress of Co- 
rinth, he drove out the king ot Macedon, con- 
quered Niocles, tyrant of Sicyon, and delivered 
Argos from its tyrants, but was at last poisoned 
by Philip, king of Macedonia, whom he had 
newly restored. He was interred at Sicyon, and 
received the greatest honours from his country- 
men, who instituted a festival to his memory 
See Areteia. 

ARBITRATOR, a surname of Jupiter 

ARCADIA, a part of Peloponesus, whose inha- 
bitants were celebrated for their taste in poetry 
and music. 

ARC ADI U S DEU S, the god of Arcadia, that is. Pan 

ARCAGETUS, a title of Apollo, as tutelar god 
of the Naxians. 

ARCAS, son of Jupiter and Calisto, daughter of 
the tyrant Lycaon, gave his name to Arcadia, 
a country concerning which more fables have 
been related, than of all the rest of Greece ; nor 
are the historians of Areas more consistant, or 
true. He is said, by Pausanias, to have inBtru6t- 
ed his Bubjedls, the Pelasgians, in agriculture, 
weaving, and other arts ; and to have had three 
sons by the Dryad, Erato. The same author 
relates that his bones, direftion of the ora- 
cle at Delphi, were carried from Maenalus, 
and deposited at Mantinea, in the temple of 

Juno Others represent him, however, as 

transferred to the heavens, and clianged into 
M 
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the constellation of the httle bear, as his mo> 
ther Calisto, whom, to prevent his shooting in 
the rhace, was into the grrc/cr. 

ARCESSIL AS, one of the chiefs of the Boeotians 
in the Trojan war. 

ARCESILAUS, son of Jupiter, by Torrebia 

ARCESIUS, the son of Jupiter, and father of La- 
ertes 

ARCHEGENETES. AIGENETES, or ARCHE- 
GETES, that is, c/Mr/", or principal, a surname of 
Apollo and Hercules Archegetis was a title 
of Minerva. 

ARCHEMORUS, on OPHELTES, was son of 
Euphetes and Creusa, or of Lycurgus, a king 
of Nemaca, or Thrace, by Eurydice, and nursed 
by Hypsipyle, who, leaving the child in a mea- 
dow, whilst she went to shew the besiegers of 
Thebes a fountain, at her return found him 
dead, with a serpent twined about his neck, 
whence the fountain before called Langta, was 
named Arcbemorus The leaders of the troops 
against Thebes, to comfort Hypsipyle for the 
loss of Archemorus, instituted the Nemean games 
to his honour 

AlUM lEPTOLEMUS, Heaor’s charioteer, killed 
by Teucer. 

ARCHETIUS, one of the heroes in Virgil, over- 
thi own by Mnestheus. 

ARCfllEROSYNES, in Grecian antiquity, a high 
priest invested with authority over the rest of 
the priests, and appointed to execute the more 
sacred and mysterious rites of religion. The 
Athenians had several of these Archierosynes, 
almost every god having his high-priest, who 
presided over the rest of the ministers of that 
deity, as the Daduchus over the priests of Her- 
cules, the Stephanaphorus over those of Mi- 
nerva, &c Among the Opuntians there were 
only two high-pnests, one belonging to the ce- 
lestial gods, the other to the demons, or demi- 
gods. The Delphians had five, who were de- 
nominated wrm, or holy, one of whom had the 
care of the sacrifices, and was called Onulnf, or 
the purifier , another had the care of the oracle, 
and was called 

ARCHIGALLUS, the high-priest ofCybele, or 
chief of the eunuch priests of that goddess, cal- 
led Galli See Galli, 

ARCHILOCHUS, a leader of the Dardan troops 
under Aeneas, fell by the hands of Ajax. 


ABCHINUS, king of Argos. See Hecatombia, 

ARCHIPPE, wife of Sthenelus king of Mycene, 
being pregnant at the same time Alcmena, wife 
of Amphitryon, was by Jupiter, the god or- 
dained that the child firat born should have the 
superiority or command over the other. Juno, 
apprised of Jupiter’s intrigue with Alcmena, 
caused Archippe to be delivered, at the end of 
seven months, of a son, who was afterwards 
called Eurystheus , and, to retard the delivery 
of Alcmena, she, in the form of an old woman, 
sat at the gates of Amphitryon’s palace, with 
her legs across, and her fingers interwoven ; by 
which secret enchantment that princess was 
seven days and nights in extreme pain. Galan- 
this, one of the maids of Alcmena, deceiving 
the jealous Juno, her mistress was that moment 
freed from her burthen, and brought forth 
Hercules and Iphiclus, to whom some add Lao- 
damia. See Alcmena, Amphitryon, Eurystbeus, 
Galantbis. 

ARCHITIS, a name under which Venus was wor- 
shipped by the Assyrians. 

ARCITENEUS, i. e. bolding the bow, an epithet 
given to Apollo, and more frequently to Sagit- 
tarius, the sign in the zodiac 

ARCTOPHYLAX, an appellative of Bootes. 

ARCTOS, the constellation of the Bear. See Ca- 
listo. 

ARCTURUS, though properly the name of a star 
only, in the constellation Bootes, the poets ge- 
nerally use it for the Bear itself. 

ARCULUS, the god of coffers and strong boxes. 

ARDALIDES, the Muses were thus named from 
Ardalus, to whom hath been attributed the in- 
vention of the pipe. 

ARDALUS, son of Vulcan, and, according to 
some, by Aglaia, one of the Graces, was believ- 
ed' to have been the inventor of the pipe called 
tibia ' it is added that he also constructed the 
grotto of the Muses among the Troezenians. 

ARDEA • Tumus being slain by Aeneas, his city, 
Ardea, was burnt to ashes, whence arose the 
bird called the Ardea, or Heron. 

ARDIA Pliny tells us that this goddess had a 
temple adorned with fine paintings, under the 
name of Juno Ardia, and an altar under that of 
Lucina, where the ashes that remained from the 
sacrifice continued unmoveable, whatever wind 
blew. See Luema. 
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ARDUENNA, a surname of Diana given her 
front a large forest in Gaul, now called the 
forest of Ardenne. 

AREIUS, a name of Jupiter, who could decide 
doubtful events on which ever side he chose. 

Of this name also was the son of Bias, and bro- 
ther of Talaus and Leodocus, one of the Ar- 
gonauts. 

AREOPAGUS, the celebrated tribunal of Athens 
This appellation is composed of two Greek 
terms, signifying the distndt or bill of Mars, 
because Mars was there tried and acquitted of 
a murder laid to his charge 

ARES, a name of Mars among the Greeks, ei- 
ther from the destruftion and slaughter which 
he causes, or from the silence which is ob- 
served m war, where a61ions, not words, are 
necessary. 

ARESTHANAS, was a goat-herd, who having 
left a she-goat and his dog on Mount Titthion, 
near Epidaurus, in his search of them disco- 
vei ed an infant, round whom a celestfal efftil- 
gencc beamed forth. This child was no othei 
than Aesculapius, whom liis mother Coroiiis 
had abandoned 

ARETE, wife of Alcinous, king of the Phaea- 
cians She was the only daughter of Rhexenor, 
and mother of Nausicaa and her three bio- 
there. 

ARETAON, a brave Trojan slain by Teucer 

ARETHUSA, daughter of Hesperus, and sister 
of Aegle and Hesperethusa, who, together, 
were called Hesperides, and had gardens in 
which were trees that bore golden apples. See 
Hespertdes. 

There was also another.<4r^f6i«a, daughter of Nere- 
us and Doris, who was one of Diana’s nymphs, 
and of virtue equal to her beauty. When 
bathing in a crystalline river, to which the 
warmth of the season, and the amenity of the 
place had invited her, Alpheus, the god of the 
atream, assuming the shape of a man, emerged 
from the waters, and attempted to seize her. 
The nymph, however, fled his embraces, and 
having implored the assistance of her goddess, 
was changed by Diana to a fountain Alpheus 
resuming his watry form, endeavoured to mix 
with her stream, but Arethusa continued her 
flight, and by a passage through a cavity of 
4 


the earth, passed under ground into Sicily 
Alpheus followed by the like subterraneous 
passage, till at last both streams united in that 
island. Ovid, in his Metamorphoses, makes 
Arethusa relate the following account of her- 
self to Ceres They called me the most beau- 
tiful of the Naiad nymphs , and the river Al- 
pheus falling ill love with me, took upon him 
the form of a man, and followed me. To 
avoid his pursuit, 1 invoked Diana, of whom I 
had been a companion she heard my prayers, 
and covering me with a cloud, that I might 
not be discovered by my jnirsuer, I was turned 
into a fountain. Alpheus seeing my waters 
knew them, and reverted to his pioper form, 
that he might mingle with me, but Diana 
breaking up the earth, gave me a passage by 
a hidden way into the island Ortygia near Si- 
cily Alpheus, however, through subterraneous 
passages, followed me thither 

Arethusa is a celebrated fountain near the city 
Syracuse in Sicily, famous for the quantity of 
its waters, and of which many fables were in- 
vented by the ancients, who also entertained a 
notion, that the river Alpheus run under, or 
through the waters of the sea, without mixing 
with them, from Peleponnesus to Sicily Mr. 
Brydon remarks, that it still continues to send 
forth an immense quantity of water, rising at 
once to the size of a river At some distance 
from Arethusa is a fountain of fresh watci, 
which boils up very strongly m the sea, inso- 
much that, after piercing the salt watei, it 
may sometimes be taken up very little afleiJfed 
by It. This fountain, Mr Brydon thinks, th*' 
ancients were ignorant of, or they would not 
have failed to have used it as an aigument for 
the submarine journey of Alpheus See Al- 
pheus. 

AREIUS, OR AREUS, that is, th watiior, or, 
io wboM prayet v are addressed A title of Jupiter , 
as./4reMiwas of Minerva. 

ARETI A If the fiftitious Bei osus of Annius V i- 
terbiensis might be ci edited, the Armenians 
were the fiist who worshipped Noah, on ac- 
count of his inventing wine, under the name 
of Janus, and his wife under that of Aretia, 
whom they called Hestia, or Vesta. Annius 
feigned the name Aietia, from tl.e Hebrew 
Erets or Arets, i. e. Terra, or the Earth, The 

M 2 
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Earth is the universal motherr so is the wife 
of Noah, whom he calls Vesta, because the 
Romans held Vesta to be the deity both of 
earth and fire 

ARETSA ' Some authors pretend to have found 
out an idol of this name in scripture, viz. 
1 Ki^s XVI 9 ; but who this deity was, if we 
are really to understand an idol in that passage, 
IS very uncertain. The Jews, and the common 
translations, make Artxab, or Aretsa, to be the 
king’s steward, in whose house he was carous- 
ing when he was surprised by the conspirator, 
and slain. 

ARETUS, a young chief of Troy, killed by Au- 
tomedon Also, one of Nestor’s sons, mention - 
cd in the third Odyssey 

ARGAEl, in Roman antiquity, human figures 
made of rushes thrown annually by the Vestals 
into the Tyber, on the ides of May This ce- 
remony we learn from Festus and Varro, the 
latter of whom, however, says, they were cast 
by the priests ; unless by sacerdotibus we sup- 
pose he meant priestesses He adds, that the 
number of figures were thirty. Plutarch, in 
his Roman questions, inquires into the origin 
of their name, and two reasons are assigned 
for it , one, that the barbarous nation who 
fiist inhabited these })arts, cast all the Greeks 
they could find into the Tyber, (for Argtans 
was a common name for all Grecians) , but 
that Hercules persuaded them to quit a prac- 
tice so inhuman, and to puige themselves of 
the crime by instituting this solemnity the 
other, that Evander, the Arcadian, a sworn 
enemy of the Argiaiis, to perpetuate his en- 
mity amongst his posterity, ordered the figures 
of his enemies to be thus treated 

ARGAEUS, the son of Pelops, and father of 
Alcdor. There was another, the son of Ly- 
cimnius, who, going a voyage with Hercules, 
died during it ; but the hero having sworn to 
bring him back dead or alive, reduced his 
body to ashes, that he might be enabled to 
preserve his oath. The custom of burning 
the dead is said to have arisen from hence. 
ARGANTHONE, or ARGANTHONIS, the 
wife of Rhesus. She was so afflidled by the 
death of her husband, who fell at the siege 
of Troy, as to die of grief 
ARGE, a celebrated huntress, whom Apollo 


changed to a deer. This was also the namb 
of a daughter of Jupiter. 

ARGEION EORTAI* festivals at Argos, the 
names of which are lost. One we find men- 
tioned in Parthenius, upon which there was 
a public entertainment. Another is taken 
notice of by Plutarch, upon which the boys 
called one another in Jest t. e. 

Xovr«c by which words are signified 

jiersons that throw wild figs, a custom pro- 
bably instituted in memory of their ancient 
diet in the time of Inachus, when they lived 
upon this fruit a third is mentioned, in which 
great numbers of the citizens made a solemn 
procession out of the city, in armour. 

ARGENT INUS, a deity worshipped by the an- 
cients as the god of silver coin, as Aesculanus, 
whom they made his father, was the god of 
brass money, which was in use before silver 
As their current coin was of different metals, 
the supermtendance of the whole was thought 
too much for one divinity ; a particular one 
therefore was appointed for the coinages of 
each metal ; the chief reason of the emperors 
and kings in this institution being, to prevent 
their subjedls from counterfeiting or adulterat- 
ing the coin, for fear of the presiding divinity. 
The Aes, or most ancient money, began to be 
stamped by ServiusTullus, whereas, formerly 
it was distinguished only by weight, and not 
by any image, the first of which was that of 
Pecus, or small cattle, whence came the name 
of Pecunia afterwards, it had on one side the 
beak of a ship, on the other a Janus; and 
such were the stamps of Aes for, as to the 
tnenSf quadrans, and sextans, they bore the im- 
press of a boat. The Romans used this and no 
other money, till after the war with Pyrrhus. 
In the year, from the building of the city 989, 
five years before the first Punic war, silver be- 
gan to be coined. The stamps upon the silver 
denarius are, for the most part, waggons with 
two or four beasts in them, on the one side, 
and on the reverse, the head of Roma, with 
an helmet* the wSoriati have the image of 
Victory sitting: the sestertii, usually Castor 
and Pollux on one side, and both have on the 
reverse the figure of the city : this custom 
continued during the commonwealth. Au- 
gustus caused Capricorn to be stricken upon 
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lib coin, and the succeeding emperors oidi- 
narily their own effigies. Last of all, was in- 
troduced gold coin, sixty-two yeare after that 
of silver, m the consulship of M Livius Sali- 
nalor, with the same stamp and images. See 
Ac<i Fecunta 

ARGES, one of the Cyclops SeeCychps 

ARGESTES, one of the Winds, son of Aurora, 
by Astreas, her husband 

ARGIA, daughter of Adrastus king of Argos, 
and wife of Polynices she, for burying her hus- 
band, was, together with Antigone his sister, 
put to death by Crcon. Argia was afterwards 
said to have teen changed to a fountain 

There was another Argia, priestess of Juno, who 
going on some emergency to the temple of 
the goddess, and her horses being tired, was 
drawn thither by Biton and Cleobis her sons 
To requite their piety, she begged of the god- 
dess the best gift which the gods could confer 
on mortals In consequence of her petition 
the two youths, after having enjoyed a plentiful 
supper, retired to rest, and awoke no more 

ARGIOPE, the name of a nymph, an inhabitant 
of Parnassus, and mother of Thamjris, who 
sung and conquered in the Pythian games. 

ARGIPHONTES, an epithet of Mercury, from 
his having killed Argus 

ARGIVA, a name of Juno, from the Argivi, 
amongst whom the sacrifices called Heraia 
were celebrated to her honour. They made 
her image in gold and ivory, holding a pome- 
granate in one hand, and in the other a sceptre, 
upon the top of which stood a cuckoo, because 
Jupiter changed himself into that bird when he 
fell in love with her. See Heraia. 

ARGO, a ship or vessel celebrated among the 
poets, being that wherein the Argonauts made 
their expedition to Colchis. The critics are 
divided about the origin of the name ; some 
deriving it from Argus, the person who built 
it; others, by antiphiasis from the Greek 
wordopyo;, slffw, as being a light sailer; others, 
from the city Argos, where they suppose it 
built ; others, from the Argwes, who went on 
board it Ovid calls Argo a ship: sacram 
conscendts in Argum, because, say some, Mi- 
nerva contrived the plan, and even assisted in 
the building it ; or rather, on account of a 
plank in its prow, which spoke and rendered 


oracles This plank is mentioned by several 
authors, and is said to have been cut in the 
sacred forest of Dodona Jason having hap- 
pily accomplished his enterprise, consecrated 
the ship Argo to Neptune, or, according to 
others, to Minerva, in the isthmus of Corintii, 
where it did not remain long before it wn*- 
tianslated into heaven, and made a constella- 
tion The generality of authors lepresent the 
ship Argo, as of considerable length, resem- 
bling the modern gallies, and furnished with 
thirty banks of rowers The scholiast of Apol- 
lonius observes, that it was the first long ves- 
sel ever made, those in use among the Greeks 
before being round ; and Pliny relates the 
same after Philostephanus, who had affirmed, 
that Jason was the first that trusted himself at 
sea in a long vessel It could not, however, 
be of any great bulk, since the Argonauts were 
able to carry it on their backs from the Danube 
to the Adriatic. Plutarch says, the ship in 
which Theseus and the youth of Athens em- 
barked and returned safe, had thirty oars, and 
was preserved by the Athenians even down to 
the time of Demetrius Phalereus (that is near 
a thousand years , for Demetrius was contem- 
porary with Ptolemy Philadelphus, who put 
him in prison, where he died of the bite of an 
asp) ; for they took away the old planks as they 
decayed, putting in new timber in their place, 
insomuch that this ship became a standing ex- 
ample among the philosophers, whenever they 
disputed concerning the Identity of things 
which aie continually changing Whatever 
the construdtion of this vessel might have 
been, or how long it subsisted, its fame was 
such, that when the voyage was determined 
on, it brought together above fifty of the most 
accomplished youths of the age to accompany 
Jason in the proje6led expedition. See Argo^ 
nauh, Jason, Golden Fleece. 

ARGONAUTS, ARGONAUTIC EXPEDITE 
ON. To discuss this article with precision, it 
will be necessary to revert to its origin, which 
may properly be referred to the marriage of 
Ino with Athamas king of Orchomenos. This 
marriage, with whatever favourable omens it 
might have been celebrated, proved but of 
short duration, for Athamas, on some pre- 
tence, concerning which authors are not a- 
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greed, divorced Ino for the sake of Nephele 
Nephele, hoAvever, soon incurring his displea- 
sure, was discarded in her turn for the repu- 
diated Ino By hei he had two sons, Laerchus 
and Melicerte, and by Nephele, Phiyxus and 
HelJe Ino beheld the children of her rival 
with a jealous eye, for they being the eldest, 
had a prior claim to their father’s inheritance 
Resolving, therefore, on then destru^fion, she 
concerted her measures accordingly. As a 
grievous famine had for some time desolated 
the country, it was judged expedient to con- 
sult the oracle for relief Ino having gamed 
over the priests to her interest, prevailed on 
them to return this answer That the ravages 
of famine could no otherwise be ended, than 
by the sacrifice of Nephelc’s children Phryxus 
apprized of Ino’s purpose, freighted a vessel 
with his father’s treasures, and cmbaiked with 
his sister for Colchis The voyage proved fa- 
tal to Helle, and the sea into which she fell, was 
from her named the Hellespont • but Pliryxus 
arrived safe at Colchis, and was prote6fed from 
the cruelties of his step-mother Ino, m the court 
of Aeetes, his kinsman, who bestowed on him 
his daughter Chalciope m marriage Upon his 
arrival, he consecrated his ship, on whose prow 
was represented the figure of a ram, to Mars — 
This embellishment, it is supposed by some of 
the historians, gave use to the fiction of his hav- 
ing swam to Colchis on the back of that animal, 
and after having sacrificed it to Mars, hung up 
its fleece in the temple of that god Concern- 
ing this imaginary fleece, which is celebrated 
by the poets as having given birth to the expe- 
dition of the Argonauts, a variety of strange 
conjefturcs have been formed Some aie of opi- 
nion that it was a book of sheep-skins, contain- 
ing the mysteries of the chymic art, others, 
that it signified the riches of the country, with 
which their rivers abounding m gold, supplied 
Its inhabitants ; and that from the sheep-skins, 
used m collecting the dust, it was called the 
golden fleece For a further illustration of this 
BubjeCi It will be necessary to insert the follow- 
ing history. Tyro, daughter of Salmoneus, had 
two sons, Neleus and Pelias, by Neptune ; and 
by Cretheus, son of Aeolus, Aeson, Pheres, 
and Amithaon The city of lolcos, in Thessaly, 
which Cretheus built, was the capital of his do- 


minions He left his kingdom at his death to 
Aeson, his eldest son, but made no provision 
for Pclias, who growing every day more power- 
ful, at length dethroned Aeson ; and hearing 
that his wife Alcimeda was delivered of a son, 
was resolutely bent on his destruction for he 
had been forewarned by the oracle that he must 
be dethroned by a prince descending from Aeo- 
lus, who should appear before him with one 
foot bare Aeson and Alcimeda, informed of 
the tyrant’s intention, conveyed their son to 
Mount Pelion, where he was educated by Chi- 
ron Having attained to manhood, he consult- 
ed the oracle, which encouraged him to repair 
to the court of lolcos Pelias informed of the 
arrival of this stranger, and of the circum- 
stance of Ins appearing with only one sandal, 
concluded him to be the person whom the ora- 
cle had foretold Having made himself and 
his situation known to his uncle, Jason de- 
manded of him the ciown, which he had so un- 
justly usurped Pelias w’as greatly alarmed at 
this requisition , but knowing that a thirst for 
glory is the darling passion of youth, he con- 
trived to appease the resentment of his nephew, 
by disclosing to him the means of gratifying 
his ambition with this aim, he assured him, 
that Phryxvis, when he sailed from Orchomenos, 
had carried with him a fleece of gold, the ac- 
quisition of which would load him with riches, 
and immortalize his fame The incentive 
produced its desired effeft, and Jason imme- 
diately colle<51ed the most illustrious princes 
of Greece, who were eager to embark in a 
cause at once both advantageous and honour- 
able Who those heroes were, the route they 
took, the dangers they encountered, and the 
success that followed, we shall endeavour 
briefly to shew Authors diflfer as to the 
names or number of the Argonauts ; some 
reckon them forty-nine, some fifty-two, and 
others fifty-four. Apollonius, however, in his 
Argonautics, makes them fifty-five, and reca- 
pitulates their names in the following order. 
Jason son of Aeson ; Orpheus son of Oeagrus ; 
Asterion j Polyphemus son of Elatus ; Iphiclus 
son of Amphitryon ; Admetus son of Pheres ; 
Aethalides,Echion, Eurytus, sons of Mercury ; 
Coronus son of Caeneus ; Mopsus son of Apollo ; 
Eurydamus ; Menoetius ; Eury tion son of Irus ; 
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Eri botes son of Teleon ; Oileus ; Canthus ; Cly- 
tius, Iphitus, sons ofEurytus; Telamon, Pe- 
leus, sons of Aeacus , Phalerus ; Tiphys ; Phlias, 
son of Bacchus , Areius, Talaus, Leodocus, sons 
of Bias; Hercules, son of Jupiter ; Hylas, son 
of Theodanias ; Nauplius, son of Neptune , Id- 
mon, son of Apollo , Pollux, son of Jupiter , 
Castor, son of Tyndarus , Lynceus, Idas, sons 
of Apharcus ; Periclymenus, son of Neleus , 
Amphidamas, Cepheus, sons of Alcus , Ana- 
caeus, son oi Lycurgus ; Augeas, son of Apollo, 
Asterius, Amphion, sons of Hyperasius , Eu- 
phemus, Erginus, Ancaeus, sons of Neptune , 
Meleager, son of Oeneus , Laocoon ; Iphiclus, 
son of Thestius ; Palaemonius, son of Lemus, 
or of Vulcan, Iphitus, Zethes, Calais, sons of 
Boreas ; Acastus, son of Pelias ; and Argus — 
These illustrious personages having embarked on 
board the ship Argo, built by Argus,Tiphys their 
pilot was charged with the helm, and Lynreiis, 
who of all mortals possessed the most astonish- 
ing and piercing sight, was their looker-out in 
cases of danger. After setting sail from Thes- 
saly, they landed on the isle of Lemnos, then 
inhabited by the Ama/ons , whence they pro- 
ceeded to the country of the Dolians, and were 
kindly received by Cyzicus the king Embark- 
ing thence in the night, and being driven back 
by contrary winds, they were mistaken tor Pe- 
lasgians, with whom the Dolians were then at 
war . a battle ensued, and the hospitable Cyzi- 
cus, with many of his subjects, weie slam — 
Their next course was direfted towards Mvsia, 
where Hercules having broken his oar, and be- 
ing gone to the wood for a new one, Hylas was in 
the mean time stolen by a nymph, as he stooped 
to take up water Hercules and Polyphemus 
went in quest of him, and, during their ab- 
sence, the Argonauts sail to Bithynia. A battle 
ensues between the Bebrycians and Argonauts, 
in which the Argonauts come off conquerois, 
Amycus being slam by Pollux They then 
steered for Salraydessus, a city of Thrace, where 
they consult Phineus on the success of their ex- 
pedition, who promised, if they would deliver 
him from the Harpies, to direft them safely to 
Colchis They grant his request, and he gives 
them instrudiions T hey sail through the Sym- 
plegades, and onward to the island Thynia, where 
they land. Proceeding thence to the coast of 


Maryandyni, they are hospitably entertained by 
Lycus, king of that country Here Idmon was 
killed by a wild boar, and Tiphys the pilot 
dying, was succeeded by Ancaeus In conti- 
nuance of this voyage, they sail to the monu- 
ment of Sthenelus, whose ghost Proserpine re- 
leased from the infernal regions, and grati- 
fied with the sight of the Argonauts They 
next made the island of Mars, where they 
met the sons of Phryxus, who had just before 
been shipwrecked The Argonauts received 
them kindly, and took them on board Weigh- 
ing anchor, they passed by Mount Caucasus, 
and came in sight of the eagle that preyed on 
the entrails of Prometheus Thence, they ar- 
rived at Colchis Juno and Pallas interceding 
with Venus, request that she would persuade 
Cupid to inspire Medea, daughter ot Aeetes, 

king of Colchis, with a passion foi Jason 

The goddess consents, and the shafts of Cupid, 
at her suit, produce the desired effect Jason, 
Augeas, and Telamon pi oceed to the court of 
Aeetes, where they are kindly received , but 
having heard the occasion ot their voyage, Ace- 
tes IS incensed, and refuses to bestow the golden 
fleece on Jason, but on such conditions as he 
thought impossible to be executed Medea re- 
pairs to the temple of Hecate, whither Jason, at 
the suggestion of Mopsus, follows her Having 
obtained, by Medea’s instru^ions, a vi6tory 
over the brazen bulls and armies of giants, Ja- 
son carries off the golden fleece, and Medea 
embarking with him, the Argonauts depart foi 
Greeee, and are pursued by Aeetes Attci hav- 
ing crossed the Euxine, these advcntureis, by an 
arm of the river Ister, enter the Adriatic Ab- 
syrtus, son of Aeetes, to retard his pursuit, is 
treachei ously murdered by Medea The Argo- 
nauts continue their voyage into the Sardinian 
8ea,by theEridanusandtheRhonc, andthe mur- 
der of Absyrtus is expiated by Circe, on whose 
island they land Thetis and her Nymphs con- 
du6l the Greek heroes through the straits of 
Scilla and Charybdis, and passing the island in- 
fested with the Sirens, they are secured from 
their enchantments by Orpheus. At Corcyra, 
once talkd Drepane, they meet with the Col- 
chians, who pursuing them through the Sy m. 
plegades, reciuest Alcinous, king of the island, 
to deliver up Medea. He agrees to send hex 
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back to her father, if unmarried , but, if mai - 
ried to Jason, he refuses to separate them ; 
upon this determination their nuptials are im- 
mediately celebrated. They again put to sea, 
are driven upon the quicksands of Africa, and 
being extricated from their distresses by the tu- 
telary deities of the country, they bear the ship 
Argo on their shoulders as far as the lake Tri- 
tonis The Hesperides, who were bewailing 
the death of the serpent slain the preceding day, 
by Hercules, give them some account of that 
hero. Canthus and Mopsus die. Triton gives 
them dire£tions concerning their voyage. They 
approach Crete, but are interrupted in their 
passage by the brazen monster Talus, who dies 
by the enchantments of Medea. At Hippuris 
they sacrifice to Phoebus, who, standing upon 
the top of an hill, enlightens their way The 
clod of earth given by Triton to Euphemus, be- 
comes an island called Caliste. They anchor at 
Aegina, and, loosing thence, arrive, without 
further interruption, in Thessaly. Such is the 
route assigned to the Argonauts by Apollonius, 
in his celebrated poem, and such the history of 
the golden fleece, as delivered down by the an- 
cient poets and historians. This famous expe- 
dition is generally supposed to be the first de- 
terminate era of true history. Sir Isaac Newton 
places it about thirty years before theT rojan war, 
forty-three years after the death of Solomon, and 
nine himdred and thirty -seven years before the 
birth of Christ. He apprehends that the Greeks, 
hearing of the distradtions of Egypt, sent the 
most renowned heroes of their country in the 
ship Argo, to persuade the nations on the coast 
of the Euxinc, to throw oflT the Egyptian yoke, 
as the Libyans, Ethiopians, and Jews had be- 
fore done and Jie endeavours, from the Ar- 
gonautic expedition, to settle and re6tify the 
ancient chronology. This he shews, by several 
authorities, to have happened at the eras above 
stated ; in confirmation of which, he gives an 
astronomical proof, which may be reduced to 
what follows. The sphere, says this great man, 
appears to have been first formed, at the time 
of the Argonautic expedition, partly from the 
testimony of Laertius, who observes that Mu- 
saeus, one of the Argonauts, made a sphere ; 
partly from this, that Chiron, another of the 
Argon auts, is said by an ancient writer to have 


first framed the constellations ; and partly also 
from the consideration, that most of the ancient 
constellations delineated on the sphere are no 
others than the heroes who embarked in that 
voyage. Sir Isaac shews, that the first sphere 
was probably formed by Chiron and Musaeus, 
two of the Argonauts, for the use of this expe- 
dition Itself now, it is more than probable, 
that in the first sphere, the colures, or cardinal 
points of the equinoxes or solstices, were in the 
middle of the constellations Aries, Cancer, Che- 
lae, and Capricorn, consequently this was their 
situation at the time of the Argonautic expedi- 
tion , and by computing backwards from the 
present situation of the colures, to the time 
when they must have been in the middle of the 
asterisms, we find it coincides very nearly with 
the time before alledged, i. e. about thirty yeai's 
prior to the taking of Troy, and forty years 
posterior to the death of Solomon. Mr. Bryant, 
notwithstanding, has given a far different ac- 
count, in his very ingenious System of Mythology. 
'I'he main plot, says this learned writer, as 
transmitted to us, is certainly a fable, and re- 
plete with inconsistencies and contradi6lions , 
yet many writers, ancient and modern, have 
taken the account in gross, and without hesi- 
tation, or exception to any particular part, 
have presumed to fix the time of this transac- 
tion , and having satisfied themselves in this 
point, they have ventured to make use of it for 
a stated era. Mr. Bryant is of opinion that this 
history, upon which Sir Isaac Newton built so 
much, did certainly not relate to Greece, though 
adopted by the people of that country. He 
contends that Sir Isaac’s calculation rested upon 
a weak foundation , that it is doubtful whether 
such persons as Chiron or Musaeus ever existed, 
and still more doubtful whether they formed a 
sphere for the Argonauts. He produces many 
arguments to convince us that the expedition 
itself was not a Grecian operation, and that 
this sphere could not be a Grecian work ; and 
if not from Greece, it must certainly be the 
produce of Egypt, for the astronomy of Greece 
confessedly came from that country, conse- 
quently the history to which it alludes must 
have been from the same quarter. Many of the 
constellations, says Mr. Biyant, are of Egyp- 
tian original : the zodiac, which Sir Isaac New* 
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ton supposed to relate to the Argonautic expe- 
dition, was, he asserts, an assemblage of Egyp. 
tian hieroglyphics. After having enumerated 
all the particulars of their voyage, the different 
routes they are supposed to have taken, and the 
many inconsistencies with which the whole stoiy 
abounds, Mr. Bryant proceeds to observe, that 
the mythology, as well as the rites of Gicece, 
was borrowed from Egypt, and that it was 
founded upon ancient histones which had been 
transmitted in hieroglyphlcal repiesentations 
these, by length of time, became obscure, and 
the sign was taken for the reality, and accord- 
ingly explained hence arose the fable about 
the bull of Europa, and the like. In all these 
is the same history under a different allegory 
and emblem. In the wanderings of Rhea, Isis, 
Astarte, Iona, and Demeter, is figured out the 
separation of mankind by their families, and 
their journeying to their places of allotment , 
at the same time the dispersion of one particu 
lar race of men, and their flight over the face 
of the earth, is principally described Of this 
family weie the persons who picseived the chief 
memorials of the ark in the Gentile world , they 
represented it under different emblems, and 
called It Demeter, Pyrrha, Selene, Meen, Ar- 
go, Argus, Archas, and Archaius or Archite. 
The Grecians, proceeds the learned writer, by 
taking this story of the Argo to themselves, 
have plunged into numberless difficulties In 
the account of the Argo, we have undeniably the 
history of a sacred ship, the first that was evei 
construfted . this truth the best writers among 
the Grecians confess, thougli the merit of the 
performance they would fain take to themselves 
Yet after all their prejudices they continually 
betray the truth, and shew that the history was 
derived to them from Egypt The cause of all 
the mistakes in this curious piece of mythology 
arose from hence . the Arkitcs, who came into 
Greece, settled in many parts, but especially 
in Argolis and Thessaly, where they introduced 
their rites and worship in the former of these 
regions they were commemorated under a notion 
of the arrival of Pa-naus, or Danaus, who is sup- 
posed to have been a person who fled from his bro- 
ther Aegyptus, and came over in a sacred ship 
given him by Minerva: this ship, likethe Argo, is 
eaid to have been the first ship construiRed, and 
Fol. L 


he was assisted in the building of it by the same 
deity. Divine Wisdom Both histones relate to 
the samcevent Danaus, upon his arrival, built 
a temple, called Argus, to Iona', or Juiio, of 
which he made his daughters priestesses 1 he 
people of the place had an obscure ti aditioii ot 
a deluge, in which most perished, some lew only 
escaping the principal of these was Deucalion, 
who took refuge in the acropolis or tcmjile — 
Those who settled m Thessaly, cairied with 
them the same memorials coiicci ning Deucalion 
and his deliverance, which they appiopiialed 
to their own countiy. They must have had 
traditions of this great event strongly impressed 
upon their minds, as every place to which they 
gave name had some refci ence to that histoi y 
in process of time, these impicssions gi cw moic 
and more faint, and their emblematital worship 
became very obscure and unintelligible hence 
they at last confined the history ot tins event 
to their own country, and tiie Argo was su]i- 
posed to have been built wlveieitwa* onginally 
enshrined As it was leveicnced under tne 
symbol of the moon, called Man, or Mon, the 
people, fiom this circumstance, named their 
country Ai-moiia, in after times icndcied Ai- 
monia Thus far Mi Bryant, as to the origin 
of this story In lespeG of its meaning, my- 
thologists have differed much , but the most 
rational account seems that ot an ingemous mo- 
dern author, who obseivcs that Colchis was one 
of the most ancient colonies of Egypt, whose 
manners and ceremonies resembled those of the 
mother country. As the river Phasis, which 
runs through Colchis, was rich m gold-dust, 
the people, to colleft this valuable metal , used 
the method still praftised in America, ot laying 
sheep-skins m the stream, by which the parti- 
cles of gold were entangled. Now, as the Gol- 
chians retained the Egyptian custom of expo- 
sing a public sign before particular seasons, or 
works, so the time for seeking the gold-dust, 
after the land floods, was made known by a 
standard of a golden fleece, attended with a 
serpent, -to signify that the wealth arising from 
thence was the life of the ediony When the 
time of gathering the gold-dust was over, and 
it became necessary for the inhabitants to re- 
turn to the linen manufaftory, they exposed a 
new sign, which was a figure holding a shuttle 
N 
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and called Argotuatb, or ibe work of tbe sbuttUs 
This image the Greeks, who traded to Colchis, 
called Argonaut, or the ship At go , hence arose 
the notion of an oracular ship, and a golden 
fleece guarded hy a serpent or dragon. See 
Argo, jfaion. Golden Fleece 
ARGUS, son of Aristor, had an hundred eyes, 
fifty of which were alwa 3 ^s ojien Juno made 
choice of him to guard lo, whom Jupiter had 
tiansfoimed into a white heifer, but Jupiter 
jntying lo tor being so closely watched, sent 
Men uiy, under the disguise of a shepherd, who 
with his flute charmed Argus to sleep, sealed 
up his eyes with his caduceus, and then cut off* 
his head Juno, grieved at the death of Argus, 
turned him into a peacock, and scattered his 
htindied eyes over his tram In attempting to 
unriddle this table, some say that lo, priestess 
of Juno, was beloved of Jupiter Apis, king of 
Argos , and that Niobe, his wife, who was like- 
wise called Juno, being jealous, put her under 
the guaul of her uncle Argus, a man extremely 
vigilant, which made the poets give him so 
many eyes. According to other writers, the 
fable of lo and Argus is of Egyptian original, 
and its true mythology this The art of weav- 
ing, first invented in Egypt, was, by the colo- 
nies of that nation, carried to Greece and Col- 
chis, where it was pra6lised with this diflTerence, 
that the seasons for working were varied in each 
country according to the nature of the climate. 
February, March, April, and May, were the 
months for cultivating the lands in Egypt ; 
whereas, these being winter months with the 
Grecians, they kept, during them, the looms 
busy Now the Isis, which pointed out the Ne- 
omeniae, or monthly festivals in Egypt, was 
always attended with an Homs, or figure ex- 
pressive of the labour peculiar to the season — 
Thus the Ilorus of the weaving months was a 
little figure stuck over with eyes, to denote the 
many lights necessary for working by night 
this image was called Argos, (from argotb or ar- 
gos, weaver’s work) to signify his intention. — 
Now the vernal Isis being depidled by the head 
of a heifer, to exemplify the fertility and plea- 
santness of Egypt, on the sun’s entrance into 
Taurus , at the approach of winter she quitted 
this form, and so was said to be taken into cus- 
tody of Argos, from whom she was next season 


delivered by the Homs, representing Anubis, or 
Mercury ; that is, the rising of the Dog-star -- 
The taking these symbolical representations 
in a literal sense, gave rise to the fable • — 
See lo 

Another Argus was the builder of the ship Argo, 
and one of the adventurers in the Argonautic 
expedition. 

A tbtrd, is mentioned as the son of Phryxus and 
Chalciope. 

A. fourth, as the son of Jupiter, by Eleftra, (or, 
according to others, by Laodamia) and brother 
of Sarpedon. 

A fifth Argus was he who, after having experienced 
the hospitality of Evander, sought to deprive 
him of both his kingdom and his life ; notwith- 
standing which, Evander, whose servants, with- 
out his knowledge had put the miscreant to 
death, because he had been his guest, honoured 
him with every funeral attention, and a monu- 
ment in the place afterwards, called Argdete. 

Another Argus, son of Jupiter and Niobe, reigned 
at Argos, and first cultivated the soil of Greece. 

ARGYNNUS, a young Greek, being drowned as 
he was bathing, Agamemnon, in regard to his 
memory, ereiRed a temple, which he consecra- 
ted to Venus Argynnis 

ARGYRA See Selenus 

ARGYTAE, aname of the Galli, priests ofCybele 
See Gallt 

ARIADNAIA, ARIADNEIA, or ARIADNIA, 
in Grecian antiquity, two festivals at Naxos, in 
honour of two women named Ariadne. One 
of them daughter of Minos, king of Crete, sup- 
posed of a melancholy disposition, as, in the so- 
lemnity dedicated to her, a shew of sorrow and 
mourning was exhibited , and, in memory of 
her being left by Theseus near the time of her 
delivery, it was usual for a young mafn to lie 
down and counterfeit all the agonies of a wo- 
man in labour. This festival is reported to have 
been firet instituted by Theseus, in atonement 
of his ingratitude to that princess. The other 
Ariadne was thought to possess a gay and 
sprightly temper, and therefore her festival was 
observed with music, and other expressions of 

joy- 

ARIADNE, a daughter of Minos and Pasiphae, 
king and queen of Crete, grand-daughter of 
Aeetes, king of Colchis, and sister of Phaedra, 
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falling deeply in love with Theseus, gave him 
a clue by which he escaped out of the Laby- 
rinth, after killing the Minotaur ; and having 
emancipated the Athenian prisoners, carried 
them off with Ariadne His fair deliverer, 
however, lie perfidiously left on the isle of 
Naxos, when near the time of parturition, i 
where Bacchus finding her, fell passionately in 
love with her, made her his wife, and, as a tes- 
timony of his aife^ion, gave her a crown which 
Vulcan had wrought for Venus, adorned with 
either seven or nine stars. This crown was 
called Gnosiia Corona, and Ariadne herself was 
surnanied Gnossis, from the city of that name 
in Crete. After Ariadne’s death, which Diana 
was thought to have procured because she pre- 
served not her virginity, this ciown was placed 
among the stars Other authors relate, that 
Bacchus, seeing Ariadne young and beautiful, 
and peculiarly conspicuous for her golden 
locks, admonished Theseus to relinquish her, 
who, being struck with a divine terror, left 
her in a profound sleep, and set sail for Athens 
To this they add, that Bacchus approaching 
her, proffered her immortality, free from old 
age, which gift he had obtained for her from 
Jupiter, and that he likewise communicated 
to her his name Liber, she being called Libera. 
Plutarch, however, gives a still different ac- 
count Some relate, says he, that Ariadne 
hanged herself after being deserted by The- 
seus , others, that she was carried away by his 
sailors to the isle of Naxos, and married to 
Onarus, one of the priests of Bacchus, and 
that Theseus left her, because he fell in love 
with Aegle. What the poets have generally 
related on this subjefl, is in every ones mouth , 
but there is a very singular narration written 
by Paeon the Amathusian. He says, that The- 
seus being driven by a storm upon the island 
of Cyprus, and having with him Ariadne, who, 
being pregnant, and extremely discomposed 
with the rolling of the sea, set her on shore, 
and left her there alone, while he returned to 
help the ship ; that on a sudden, by a violent 
wind, he was again forced out to sea , that the 
women of the island received Ariadne very 
kindly, and endeavoured to mitigate her grief 
by counterfeiting letters, and delivering them 
to her as if sent from Theseus ; that when she 
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fell in labour they afforded her all necessar} 
assistance, but that she died in childbed liefore 
she could be delivered, and was by them ho- 
nourably interred ; that Theseus returned just 
at that time, and was greatly affli^ed at hei 
loss, and at his departure left a considerable 
sum of money among the people of the island, 
ordering them to sacrifice, and pay divine ho- 
nours to Ariadne , himself previously causing 
two little statues, one of silver and the other 
of brass, to be made and dedicated to her He 
further adds, that on the second day of the 
month Gorpiaeus, (September), among other 
ceremonies, a youth lies in bed, and with his 
voice and gesture counterfeits all the pains of 
a woman in ti avail , and that the Arnathusians 
call the grove in which they shew hei tomb, 
The grox>e of Venut Ariadne The same author 
pioceeds This story is differently related b^ 
some of the Naxians , they say that there w'ei e 
two Minoses and twoAriadnes, one of whom 
was married to Bacchus in the isle of Naxos, 
and bore him a son named Stapbylus , but that 
the other, of a later age, was ravished by The- 
seus, and being afterwards deserted of him, 
retired to Naxos with her nurse Corcyne, whose 
grave they yet show that this Ariadne also 
died there, and was worshipped by the islan- 
ders, but in a different manner from the for- 
mer , for her day is celebrated with festive re- 
vels, and universal joy , whereas, all the sacri- 
fices performed to the latter are mingled with 
sorrow and mourning This concluding pas- 
sage IS remarkable the feasts which were ce- 
lebrated in commemoration of the Ariadne, 
whom Bacchus married, wcie more honour- 
able than those observed in memory of tlie 
Ariadne who had been stolen by Theseus In 
the former nought was to be seen but joy; in 
the latter, only expressions of soirow. The 
one denoted, that the hcioine was not dead, 
but become a divinity ; the othei implied the 
reverse See Ariadnaia, Bacchus, Tbe^em. 

ARICIA, the daughter of Pallas, king of Troe- 
zene 

ARICINA, a surname of Diana, taken from the 
worship rendered to her in the forest Aricicia, 
a few miles out of Rome. 

ARIEL YCUS, a Trojan mentioned in the sixth 
Iliad, as wounded by Patroclus. 

N 2 
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ARIES. SccPbtyxus 

ARIMANIUS, the evil god of the ancient Per- 
sians The Persian Magi held two principles, 
a good and an evil the first, the author of all 
good, and the other, of all evil the former, 
they sii])poscd to he leprescnted by light, and 
the lattc'i , by darkness, as their truest symbols. 
The good piintiplc they named Tezad or Tez- 
dati, and Otmozd or IIornnzda,\\hich the Gieeks 
wiotc Oromazdes , and the evil demon they 
tailed Abnman, and the Greeks Anmaniin — 
Some ol the Magians held both these pi inciples 
to have been from all eternity ; but this sedl 
was reputed heterodox, the original do6lrine 
being, that the good principle only was eternal, 
and the other created Plutarch gives the fol- 
lowing account of the Magian traditions in re- 
lation to these gods, and the introduftion of 
evil into the world, viz That Oromazes con- 
sisted of most pure light, and Arimanius of 
darkness, and that they were at war with each 
other , that Oromazes created six gods, the 
first, the author of benevolence , the second, of 
truth , the third, of justice, riches, and the 
pleasure which attends good a6fions , and that 
Arimanius made as many, who were authors 
of the opposite evils or vices that then Oro- 
mazes triplicating himself, removed as far from 
the sun as the sun is from the earth, and adorn- 
ed the heaven with stars, appointing the dog- 
star for their guardian and leader , that he 
also created twenty -four other gods, and en- 
closed them in an egg , but Arimanius having 
also formed an equal number, these last per- 
forated the egg, by which means evil and good 
became mixed together However*, the time 
will come when Arimanius, the introducer of 
plagues and famine, must, of necessity, be ut- 
terly destroyed by the former , then the earth 
being made plain and even, mankind shall live 
in a happy state, in the same manner, nr the 
same political society, and psing one and the 
same language. Theopompus writes, that ac- 
cording to the Magians, these two gods, dur- 
ing the space of 3000 years, alternately con- 
quer and are conquered ; that for 3000 years 
they will wage mutual war, and destroy the 
works of each other, till at last Hades, or the 
Evil Spirit, shall perish, and men become per- 
fe&ly happy, their bodies needing no food. 


nor casting any shadow, t. c being perfeclly 
transpar ent. Some writers give us a very odd 
and particular account of the origin of Arima- 
nius , for they tell us that Oromazdes, consi- 
der ing that he was alone, said to himself. If 1 
have no one to oppose me, where is all my 
gloiy? This single refleitioii created Arima- 
niuh, who, by his everlasting opposition to the 
divine will, contributed, against his inclina- 
tion, to the gloi’y of Oromazdes. The detes- 
tation to Arimanius, or, the Evil God, was so 
great, that the Persians used always to write 
his name backward Plutarch relates, that 
the same people used to pound the h&rhomomus 
in a mortar, and at the same time invoke Ari- 
manius and darkness, they then mixed the 
blood of a wolf just killed with the herb onto- 
mm, and carrying it out, threw it in a place 
where the rays of the sun never came. This 
do(5frine of the good and the evil principle, 
bears such a resemblance to the notion of a 
God and a Devil, that possibly it might be 
boil owed from some ancient tradition con- 
cerning the Fallen Angels, which might not be 
unknown to the Persians ; or it might betaken 
from the account which Moses has left us con- 
cerning the creation of light, and its separation 
from darkness. See Abartman, Magi. 

ARION, was born atMethymna, of what parents 
is uncertain He was a skilful musician, and 
famous Dithyrambic poet, if not the inventor 
of the Cyclian chorus He flourished in the 
reign of Periander, tyrant of Corinth, at whose 
court residing some time, he had a desire to 
visit Italy and Sicily, where acquiring wealth 
by his profession, he sailed from Tarentum in 
a Corinthian vessel When at sea, the avari- 
cious crew agreed to throw Arion overboard, 
in order to share his money Perceiving it in 
vain to resist, after using all his eloquence to 
no purpose, he brought forth the money, de- 
siring leave only to play one tune before leav- 
ing the ship, in hopes the harmony of his music 
might withdraw them from their purpose , but 
this proving ineffectual, he played a farewell 
air called LexOrtbia, and, with a garland on his 
head and a harp in his hand, plunged into the 
sea , where a dolphin, charmed with the melo- 
dy, received him on his back, and bore him 
Side to Taenaraus, whence he direCtly proceed- 
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ed to Corinth, and related the story to the king 
Periander believing it a fiaion, kept him pri- 
soner till the mariners arrived, when asking 
news of Arion, they said they had left him v cll 
at Tarentum, upon which confronting them 
with Arion, they were astonished at the sight, 
confessed the truth, and suflered the punish- 
ment due to their perfidy Arion speedily ac- 
quired riches, and the Dolphin, for his good 
services, was made a constellation 
ARION, an admirable horse, much more famous 
in jxietic story than Bucephalus in that of Alex- 
ander Authors speak variously of his origin, 
though they agree in admitting it divine His 
pioduiflion is most commonly asciibed to Nep- 
tune This deity, according to some, raised 
him out of the giound by a stroke of his 
tiident , according to others, he begot him on 
the Fury Eiynnjs , or, as others pietend, Ceres, 
m the form of a mare, she having assumed that 
form to elude his pursuit Some say that Nep- 
tune, being Willing to procure to men the ser- 
vices which horses were capable of performing, 
struck the ground in Thessaly with his trident, 
and suddenly caused two horses to issue from 
it, one of which was Anon others say, that 
Neptune, disputing with Minerva, who should 
name the city of Athens, the gods determined, 
that tliose who should procure the greatest 
blessing to man should give name to the citj , 
on which Neptune sinking the shore, caused 
a hoi sc to arise, whilst Miiieiva produced the 
olive Those who speak of Ceres as his mother 
affirm, that she admitted Neptune near tlie city 
of Oiiciuin in Arcadia ; and add, that she not 
only bore to him the horse Anon, but a daugh 
ter also, whose name was withholden from the 
profane It is said by some, that Ceres was 
under the form ot a Fury when she became 
pregnant by Neptune , or that, in effect, a 
Fury procreated him from the embiace of 
this god Antimachus, the poet, quoted by 
Pausanias, gives him no other origin than the 
earth in Arcadia ; but Quintus Calaber makes 
him the son of the wind Zephyrus and one of 
the Harpies Whatever doubts there may be 
as to the descent of this celebrated horse, it is 
agreed by most that he was fostered by the 
Nereids ; and being sometimes yoked with the 
sea-horses of Neptune to the chariot of this 
3 


god, drew him with incredible swiftness through 
the -sea He had this singularity, that his right 
Icet resembled those of a man, and that he is 
said to have acquired the use of speech Nep- 
tune gave him to Capreus, king of Haliartus 
Capicusmade a present of him to Hercules, 
who mounted him when he took the city ol 
Ehs, gamed the prize with him in the race 
against Cygnus the son of Mars , and, accoid- 
ing to Statius, after having used him m all his 
travels, presented him to Adrastus, king ot 
Argos Under this last master Anon further 
bignali/ed himself, not only by winning the 
piize at the Nemean games, whuh the princes 
wlio went against Thebes instituted m honour 
ot Archemorus, but Carried oif Adrastus un- 
huit, when all the other chieftans jx'rished 
ARlSTAEUS, son ot Apollo, by the nymph Cy- 
lenc, daughter ot Hypscus, king of the I.api- 
thae, was born in Lybia, and in that paitot 
it wheie the city Cyrene was built. Me received 
his education trom the nymphs, who taught 
him to extraft oil from olives, and to make 
honey, cheese, and butter , all which arts he 
communicated to mankind Going to Thebes, 
he thci'e married Autonoe, daughter of Cadmus, 
and, by her, was lather to A6laeon, who was torn 
in pieces by his own dogs After the loss of 
this son, he consulted the oracle of Ajxillo, and 
m consecjnciice ot the answer made him ic 
s}>eftmg the honours he should receive in the 
isle of Cea, he transported himself thither A 
pestilence raging at this time throughout 
Gieece, he offeied sacrifices, which caused 
that evil to cease , and having left his family 
m the isle of Cea, returned to Lybia, whence, 
strengthened with a fleet which his mother 
gave him, he sailed for Sardinia Here, chu- 
smg a residence, he cultivated the earth with 
gi cat assiduity, and banished from the inha- 
bitants their ferocious manners Induced by 
the fertility of the soil, and the increase of his 
cattle, to continue m Sicily, he imparted to the 
inhabitants his skill, for which, m return, they 
honoured him as a god At length he passed 
into Thrace, where Bacchus initiated him into 
the mysteries of the Orgia, and taught him 
many things conducive to the happiness of life. 
Having dwelt some time near Mount Hemus, 
he disappeared, and not only the barbarous 
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people of that country, but the Greeks like- 
^\Ise, decreed him divine honours Anstaeus 
becoming violently enamoured of Eurydicc, 
attempted to surprize her, but she in her 
flight was killed by a serpent The Wood- 
Nymphs irritated at so flagitious an attempt, 
destroyed his bee-hives in revenge Concern- 
ed at this loss he advised with his mother, and 
was diiefted by Proteus to oflTer, as a piacuiar 
sacrifice to the manes of Eurydice, lour heifers 
and as many bulls. He followed the advice, 
and there issued from the carcasses of the vic- 
tims a sufficiency of bees to compensate his 
loss It IS remarked by Baylc, that Anstaeus 
found out the solstitial rising of Sinus, or the 
Dog-star , and he adds, it is certain that this 
star had a particular relation to Aristaeus , for 
this reason, the heats of the Dog-star laid waste 
the Cyclades, and occasioned there a pestilence, 
which Aristaeus was enti eated to put a stop 
to He went diieflly into the isle of Cca, and 
built an altar to Jupitci, olleied saciifices to 
that deity, and some likewise to the malig- 
nant star, establishing an anniversary to 
it These produced a very good effedt, for it 
was from thence that the Etesian winds had 
their origin, which continue forty days, and 
temper the heat of the summer He goes on 
Diodorus Siculus does not plainly enough inti- 
mate, whether the Etesian winds weic the efiefl 
of Anstaeus’ sacrifice. He seems to say, that 
this sacrifice being offered about the time of 
the Dog-star’s rising, a time which concurs 
with the season of the Etesian winds, the plague 
ceased but it is certain he pretends, that the 
vehement heats of the Dog-star were qualified 
by the religious a6l8 which Aristaeus perform- 
ed , and he finds therein a subject for admira- 
tion, that the same peison whose son had been 
torn in pieces by dogs, corrected the malig- 
nity of a star called the Dog Anstaeus had 
a daughter named Macris, of w hom Apollonius 
makes mention. On his death, Anstaeus, for 
the services he had rendered mankind, was 
placed among the stars, and is theAquaiius 
of the Zodiac Herodotus says, that Aristaeus 
appeared at Cyzicum after his death , that he 
disappeared a second time ; and after three 
hundred and forty years, shewed himself at 
Metapontum in Italy, where he enjoined the i 


inhabitants to ereA a statue to him near that 
of Apollo, which injunction, on consulting the 
oracle, they performed. The resemblance of 
the history of Aristaeus to that of Moses, has 
been variously and learnedly discussed by 
Huetius Aristaeus was otherwise called A- 
graeus and Nomms^ and is said by Cicero to be 
the son of Liber Pater, or Bacchus. See Cy- 
rme 

ARISTHENES See Arestbanas 

ARISTOR, the son of Crotopos, and father of 
Argos. 

ARISTORIDES, Argus son of Aristor 

ARISTOTIMUS, tyrant of Elis See Bac- 
ebae 

ARMATA, an epithet given to Venus by the 
Lacedemonians, who worshipped that goddess 
under this title, in memory of the viCfory ob- 
tained by their wives over the Messenians, by 
whom they were besieged 

ARMIFERA DEA, that is, Minerva, the armour 
bearing goddess 

ARM IGER JOVIS, the armour bearer of Jupiter , 
that IS, the eagle 

ARMILUSTRIUM, a feast among the Romans, 
in which they sacrificed, armed at all points, 
and with the sound of trumpets. Some define 
Armilustrium to have been a feast wherein a 
general review was made of all their forces in 
the Campus Marti us. But this is an evident 
error, for Varro does not derive the word from 
arma and lustrare, but from the custom of hold- 
ing this feast in the place where their reviews 
were usually made , or rather, from their go- 
ing round the place armed with bucklers , and 
he prefers the latter opinion, being persuaded, 
that the place where the sacrifice was ofiered 
to the gods, was, from this ceremony, called 
Ai milustrium or Armilustrum, a luendo, or a 
lustre, that is, quod iircumibant ludentes, ancilibus 
armati This sacrifice was intended as a piacu- 
iar tor the prosperity of the arms of the people 
of Rome, and was celebrated on the 14th of the 
calends of November. Some will have the 
Armilustrium to have been a kind of sacred 
game wherein arms were used, held annually 
in honour of Titus Tatius. Donatus supposes 
them to have been performed by the Salii, 
armed with helmets, shields, and spears; or, 
at least, carrying those weapons in procession. 
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ARMIPOTENS, an epithet of Minerva, as the 
goddess of war. 

ARNE, the daughter of Aeolus, to whom Nep- 
tune gained admission in the form of a young 
bull. Of the same name also was an Athenian 
princess, who was changed into ajack-daw from 
having betrayed her country, for the love of 
gold, to Minos. She is supposed to have been 
the same with Scylla, the daughter of Nisus 
ARNO, the nurse of Neptune See Neptune 
AROUERIS, an ancient deity of the Egyptians, 
mentioned by Plutarch, whom some take for 
Apollo ; others, Orus the elder , and Scaliger, 
Anubis , but Bishop Cumberland thinks he is 
the same as is called, in Sanchoniatho’s Phoeni- 
cian history, Agrouerus, or Agrotes, which sig- 
nifies the husbandman, one of the ninth genera- 
tion, who had a statue erefted to him in Phoe- 
nicia, and a temple carried about by a yoke of 
oxen. If the y be allowed to melt away, as it 
often does, or if we take »y^ot and for sy- 
nonymous terms, the name is the same, for 
the termination is arbitrary When the Egyji- 
tians added five mtercalatory days to their yeai, 
they dedicated each of them to some god, viz 
the first to Osiris, the second to Aroueris, the 
third to Typhon, the fourth to Isis, and the 
fifth to Neptha. 

ARREPHORIA, a festival among the Athenians, 
instituted in honour of Minerva and Herse, 
daughter of Cecrops, in the month Scirropho- 
rion. It was sometimes called Hersephoria, 
from Herse ; but commonly Affnrtfoftx because 
something mysterious was carried about by four 
seledt noble virgins, or (according to the Ety- 
mologicon) boys not less than seven, nor above 
eleven, years of age, who were for that reason 
called xppnfofot ; their apparel was white, and set 
off with ornaments of gold , and out of them 
were chosen two to weave, as the custom was 
a irwrXof, or garment for Minerva, which work 
they began upon the 30th of the month Pya- 
nepsion. 

\RRlCHION, a celebrated wrestler. 
“VRSENOTHELEAE, gods so called from then 
forms participating of both sexes 
\RSINOE, daughter of Phegeus, and wife of 
Alcmaeon. See Calhrboe, Alcmeon 
\.RSINOE, daughter of Nicocreon She was be- 
loved by Arceophon, who, unable to engage 


her affeflions, died of a broken heart. She be- 
held his funeral unmoved, which sp incensed 
Venus, that the goddess changed her to a flint 

ARSINOE See Ahithoe. 

ARSINOUS. See Hecanwde 

ART, by the ancients w as considered as a divinity 

ART ACES, a chief of Cyzicus, king of the Do- 
lians, who with Itymoneus, was slam by Mele- 
ager, when the Argonauts were bound towards 
Colchis. 

ARTEMIS, a name given to Diana, on account 
of her modesty and honour Also to Daphne, 
the Delphic Sibyl. 

ARTEMISIA, wife and sister of Mausolus, king 
of Caria, and daughter of Hecatomnus, im- 
mortalized herself by the honours she paid to 
her husband She built for him at Halicarnas- 
sus, a tomb, called the Mausoleum, and es- 
teemed one of the seven wonders of the world 
From this stru6f ure, the title of Mausoleum be- 
came the common name of all tombs remarka- 
ble for their grandeur Artemisia survived 
her husband but about two years, and died of 
grief towards the end of the 106th Olympiad — 
It is said that she steeped the ashes of her litis- 
band in water and swallowed them, that her 
own body might serve his for a living tomb — 
Artemisia’s grief did not, however, absorb her 
care of her dominions; for the Rhodians having 
formed the design of dethroning her, she carried 
on a war against them, and having at length 
besieged and taken their city, eredfed w'lthm 
the walls two brazen statues, one representing 
Rhodes, in the habit of a slave, and the other 
Artemisia, branding her with a hot iron This 
monument, ‘O disgraceful to the city, remained 
a considerable time in it , for the citizens con 
sidered it a point of religion never to pull down 
even the trophies of their enemies At length, 
however, to hide these w itnesses of their shame, 
they encompassed the statues with a wall, and 
piohibited, on pain of death, all persons from 
entering it Many confound this Artemisia 
with anotlier of the name, daughter of Ligda- 
mis, who aided Xerxes against the Greeks, 
and afterwards favoured the Persians Being 
infatuated with an unsuccessful passion for Dar- 
danus of Abydas, she threw herself from the 
promontory of Leucate, and perished. 

ARTEMISIA, a festival celebrated in several 
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|)arts of Greece, particularly at Delphi, in ho- 
nour of Diana, surnamed Artemis. Another 
solemnity of this kind >vas obsei ved at Syracuse, 
for three days togethei, with banquets and 
sports In the Artemisia a mullet was sacri- 
ficed to the goddess, from its being supposed to 
hunt and kill the sea-hare 

ARTIMPASA, a title under which Venus was 
worshipped by the Sythians 

ARVALES ERATRES Priests among the Ro- 
mans, who presided over the sacrifices of Bac- 
chus and Ceres, owed their institution to the 
following reason : Acca Laurentia, the nurse 
of Romulus, had a custom of offering annually 
a solemn sacrifice for a blessing upon the fields, 
and was assisted in this solemnity by her twelve 
sons. One of them however dying, Romulus, 
in token of Ins gratitude and respect, proposed 
himself to fill up the vacancy, and gave the 
company the name of Fratres Arvale^ Tins 
order was in great i epute at Rome , they held 
their dignity foi life, unforfeitcd by imprison- 
ment, exile, or any other accident They woie 
on then heads, at the time of their solemnity, 
crowns made of ears of corn, upon a tradition 
that Lauientia at first presented Romulus with 
one of the kind Some ascribe to them the 
care of the boundaries and divisions of lands, 
and authority to decide all controversies that 
might happen about them, the processions or 
perambulations made under their guidance be- 
ing termed Ambeivalia others pretend that 
a different order was instituted for that purpose, 
called Sodales Arvales, on the same account as 
the Fratres Arvales The Aiwal Brothers held 
their assemblies in the temple of Concord 

ARUERIS, a title of Or us, the son of Osins and 
Isis 

ARUNGUS, OR ARUNEUS See Averruncm. 

ARUNS, a chief in Virgil, killed by Opis, a 
nymph of Diana 

ARUNTICES, having contemned the feasts of 
Bacchus, was made by him to diink so much 
wine as to overpower his reason, and induce 
him to violate his daughter, who, in revenge, 
put him to death 

ARUSPICES. OR HARUSPICES. The Aruspi- 
ces owe their original to Romulus, who bor- 
rowed the institution from the Tuscans; and 
thissi^ received it, as tradition relates, from a 


boy whom they strangely ploughed out of the 
ground This boy, who, as was said, obliged 
them with a discovery of all the mysteries of their 
ait, was called by them Tages At first the 
natives of Tuscany only exercised this office at 
Rome , and therefore the senate made ^n order 
that twelve of the sons of the pnncijial nobility 
should be sent into that country to be instructed 
in the rites and ceremonies of their leligion, of 
which this secret was a chief part The busi- 
ness of the Aruspices was to inspeCl the beasts 
offered in sacrifice , and by them to divine the 
success of any entei prize They took their ob- 
scrvations from four appearances First, from 
the beasts before they were opened , secondly, 
from the entrails afterw ard , thirdly, from the 
flame that ai ose when they were burning , fourth- 
ly, fioin the floui ofbian, frankincense, wine, 
and w'atei which they used in the sacrifice. In 
the beasts, before they weie cut up, they ob- 
served whether they were forcibly diagged to 
the altar , whether they escaped from the hands 
of the leader , whether they evaded the stroke, 
or bounded and real ed w hen they received it ; 
and whether they died with considerable an- 
guish all which, with several other omens, were 
counted unfortunate or, on the other hand, 
whether they followed the leader without com- 
pulsion , received the blow without struggling 
and resistance; whether they bled easily, and sent 
out a great quantity of blood, which gave equal 
assurance of a prosperous event. In the beast, 
when, cut open, they observed the colour of the 
parts, and whether any were wanting. A dou- 
ble liver was counted highly unfortunate ; a 
little or a lean heart was always unlucky ; if 
the heart were missing, nothing could bethought 
more fatal, as happened in two oxen together 
offered by Julias Caesar, a little before his mur- 
der . if the entrails fell from the hands of the 
priest; if they weie besmeared more than or- 
dinarily with blood ; or if they were of a pale, 
livid colour, they portended sudden danger and 
ruin As to the flame of the sacrifice, it fur- 
nished them with a good omen if it ascended 
with force, and presently consumed the vidtim. 
If it were clear, pure, and transparent, without 
any mixture of smoke, and not discoloured with 
red, pale, or black ; if it were silent and steady, 
not sparkling nor crackling, but arose in the 
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form of a pyramid : on the contraiy, it always 
poi^uded misfortunes if at first it required 
much pains to light it , if it did not bum up- 
right, but rolled into circles, and left void 
spaces between them ; if it did not presently 
catch hold on the whole sacrifice, but crept up 
by degrees from one part to another ; if it hap- 
pened to be spread about by the wind, or to ^ 
put out by sudden rain, or to leave any part 
unconsumed. In the meal, frankincense, wine 
and water, they were to observe whether they 
had their due quantity, their proper taste, co- 
lour, smell, &c. Thus we read in Virgil, that 
Dido, at the time of sacrificing, found the wine 
changed into black blood and Xerxes, the 
evening before he attacked the city of Sparta, 
saw his wine three times changed into blood. — 
There were several other signs, which supplied 
them with conjedtures too insignificant here to 
be mentioned. The business of the Auruspices 
was not restrained to the altars and sacrifices , 
they had an equal right to explain all otlier 
portents hence we find them often consulted 
by the senate on extraordinary occasions ; or, 
if the Roman Aruspices lay under a disrepute, 
others were sent for out of T uscany, where this 
craft most flourished, and where it was first in- 
vented. The college of Auruspices, as well as 
those of the other religious orders, had their 
particular registers and records ; and their doc- 
trine or discipline was formed into a precise 
art, called AruspKma. Cato, who was an Au- 
gur, used to say, he wondered how one Arus- 
pex could look at another without laughing 
whence may be perceived what opinion he en- 
tertained of the solidity of the Aruspicina See 
Auguryt Dwinatton. " 

ASABINUS, the god Baal, so called by the Ethi- 
ojaans. 

ASBAME A, a fountain of Cappadocia, near Tay- 

ana, sacred to Jupiter, and to an oath. 

Though it bubbled up as if boiling, its water 
was cold, and never ran over, but fell back a- 
gain. 

ASBOLUS, one of the dogs of Adlaeon. 

ASCALAPHUS, was son of Acheron and the 
nymph Orjfone, or Gorgyra. When Ceres, dis- 
consolate for the loss of her daughter Proser> 
pine, wandered through the world in search of 
her, she was at length inf<»ined that Pluto had 
Foil 


cairied her to hell. Upon this she complained 
to Jupiter, who promised that Proserpine should 
be restored to her, provided she had not tasted 
any thing in the infernal regions. The goddess 
joyfully bore this commission, and her daugh- 
ter was preparing to return, when Astalaphus 
declared that he had seen Proserpine eat seven 
grains of a pomegranate, as she walked in the 
garden of Pluto Ascalaphus, though the in- 
formation was true, was turned into a toad, or, 
as some say, an owl, a bird of evil omen 

There was miother person of this name, brother of 
lalmon, and son of Mars and Astyoche These 
brothel s led the Orchomenians, in thiity ves- 
sels, against Troy, Ascalaphus fell by the 
hands of Deiphobus 

ASCANIUS, a chieftain, who, with Phorcis, head- 
ed the Ascanian Phrygians against Troy 

ASCANIUS, son of Aeneas and Creusa, succeed- 
ed his father in the kingdom of the Latins, and 
defeated Mezentius, king of the T uscans, who 
had refused to conclude a peace with him He 
founded Alba Longa, and died about 1139 years 
before the Christian era The descendants of 
Ascanius reigned over the Latin territories tili 
the time of Numitor, -grand-father of Romulus. 
In the Aeneid, Virgil gives the name of lulus 
to Ascanius, whom he describes as distinguish- 
ed by a lambent flame about his head, imme- 
diately before Aeneas left Troy, which An- 
chises, versed in omens, deemed of good for- 
tune 

ASCELES, king of Epidaurus. See Aesculapius. 

ASCHIER0S,ASCHICERSA,ASCH10CERSUS, 
names of the Cabiri See Cabin. 

ASCLEPI A, a festival of Aesculapius, observed 
in several parts of Greece, but no where with 
so much solemnity as at Epidaurus ; which this 
god honoured with his more immediate pre- 
sence, giving answers in an oracular way , 
wherefore it was called Mfy«XaM«Axiri», i. e. the 
great festival of Aesculapius. One part of the 
solemnity consisted in a musical entertainment, 
in which the poets and musicians contended for 
viftory, and therefore was called Ay«», the 
sacred contetUion 

ASCOLIA, feasts celebrated in honour of Bac- 
chus, to whom a he-goat was sacrificed, that 
animal being supposed obnoxious to the god, as 
being a destroyer of vines. From the skin of 
O 
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this vi6lim, it was customary to make a bottle, 
upon which, it being supplied with oil, and dis- 
tended with wine, the votaries attempted to 
leap, and he who could first keep his standing, 
was not only declared viftor, but received the 
bottle as a reward. The doing of this they 
called irxf* re nri roe «vxe> «XX(«4du, t. t. 

from leaping upon a bottle, whence this festi- 
val has its name Among the Romans rewards 
were distributed to those who, by leaping upon 
these leathern bottles, overcame the rest, after 
which the whole concourse called upon Bac- 
chus in unpolished verses, and putting on 
masks, carried his statue about their vine- 
yards, daubing their faces with the sap of 
trees and dregs of wine. Returning to his 
altar, they presented their oblations in basons, 
and burnt them. The ceremony at length 
concluded with hanging upon the highest trees 
little wooden or earthen images of Bacchus, 
which, from the smallness of their mouths, 
were called Oscilla. The places where these 
images were hung up were considered as so 
many watch-towers, i^^ence Bacchus might 
superintend the vines, and protect them from 
injury. 

ASCRA, a city at the foot of Helicon, built by 
Oecalus, grandson of Neptune, which gave 
the epithet Ascraeus to Hesiod, who was born 
in it It is fabled, that this poet, whilst feed- 
ing a flock of sheep on Helicon, was carried 
away by the Muses 

ASCRAEUS. SeeAscra. 

ASERA, OR ASEROTH, an idol of the Ca- 
naanites. 

ASH IMA, the name of an idol worshipped by 
the people of Hamath Some of the Rabbins 
say, it had the shape of an ape , others, that 
it was represented under the form of a lamb, 
a goat, or a satyr. Selden ingenuously con- 
fesses, he was wholly ignorant what this deity 
was. Some conceive him to have been the 
same with Mars, because Ai among the Greeks 
stood for Afnt, and Sebemab means attentive to. 
Hence he was concluded to have been the god 
whom the Romans called Hesus. The most 
probable conjefture neverthdess is, that Ashi- 
ma is the deity whom the Hebrews call Ha- 
sham. Ebenezra, in his preface to the book of 
Esther, says, that he saw, in a Samaritan Pen- 


tateuch, the words Bara Asbitna substituted in 
the room of Bare Elobim j that is, the idol 
Ashima put instead of the true god Bochart 
censures this as false, and we have authentic 
copies of the Samaritan Pentateuch, which 
prove it to be so. Ashima may, perhaps, be 
derived from the Persian Asuntan, which is the 
name of a genius presiding over every thing 
which happens on the 27th day of every solar 
month in the Persian year. Set Amman. 

ASHTAROTH, orASTAROTH, the plural of 
Astarte, the goddess of the Sidonians. The 
word is Syriac, and signifies especially 

when their udders are turgid with milk. From 
the fecundity of those animals, which, in Syria, 
continue to breed a long time, the Sidonians 
formed the notion of a deity, whom they called 
Ashtaroth, Astaroth, or Astarte See Astatic 

ASIA, daughter of Oceanus by his wife Pam- 
phylogc, gave her name to the division of the 
world BO called. 

ASIA It is remarked under Africa, that the an- 
cients abounded in allegorical beings , accord- 
ingly we find Asia, one of the quarters of the 
globe, personally described. She is represent- 
ed as standing on the rostrum of a ship, with a 
rudder in one hand, and a serpent in the other. 
The two former attributes may imply, that the 
greatest improvements of navigation, among 
the ancients, came from that part of the world ; 
for the Greeks and Romans owned themselves 
to be much inferior in that art to the people 
of Tyre and Sidon, and what the Africans had 
of it, was brought originally from Tyre. As 
to her other attribute, the serpent, it is diffi- 
cult to ascertain its meaning ; it, however, 
may signify ,"that the art of physic came from 
the same region Had it been meant to inti- 
mate, that serpents were common to that part 
of the world, the emblem would have been 
more proper to Africa. The figures of Asia 
are very uncommon ; three, however, are men- 
tioned ; that already described, another, on a 
gem, representing Hedor dragged behind the 
chariot of Achilles round the walls of Troy ; 
and the third, on a fine relievo, relating to the 
destruction of that city, and transfer of its 
empire to Europe. In both the latter this 
goddess appears in deep distress for the suffer- 
ing and desolation of her peofde. 
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ASIAEj Nymphs thus named, attendants on 
Diana. 

ASIARCHA, the superintendant of the sacred 
games in Asia The Asiarcha differed from 
the Galatarcha, Syriarcha, &c This digni- 
tary is also called High Priest of Asia, and in 
the Latin version of the New Testament, Prince 
of Asia It is disputed to what Asia, or divi- 
sion of the East, the Asiarchs were allotted , 
whether to Asia Minor, or the Proconsular 
Asia Some suppose the Asiarchs to have been 
persons of rank, chosen in the way of honour, 
to procure, at their own exjjence, the celebra- 
tion of the solemn games. 

ASIAS, was leader of the troops raised m de- 
fence of Troy at Percete, Sestus, and Abydos, 
cities situate upon the coast of Propontis, and 
in the neighbourhood of Phrygia. Idomeneus 
king of Crete, having killed Othryoneus, Asias, 
in seeking to revenge his death, inclined his 
own. 

ASIUS, a surname of Jupiter, derived from the 
city Ason in the island of Crete, where he was 
, particularly honoured 

Of the same name also was a chief on the side of 
Troy, killed by Idomeneus, king of Crete 

A leader under Aeneas, in his contest with the 
Latins, was likewise so called 

ASMODEUS, the evil spirit which killed the se- 
ven husbands of Sarah, daughter of Raphael, on 
their wedding night , and was afterwards ex- 
pelled by the help of smoke rising from the 
gall of a fish The Rabbins say, that Asmo- 
deus was bom, in an incestuous manner, of 
T ubal-Cain and Noema, his sister , and that 
it was his love of Sarah which made him de- 
stroy those who married her. They further 
relate, that Asmodeus drove Solomon out of 
his kingdom, and usurped jhis throne , but 
that Solomon returning, dethroned, and load- 
ed him with fetters. , They likewise pretend, 
that this prince forced A^modeus to assist in 
building tha temple of Jerusalem ; and that, 
in virtue of some secret communicated to him 
by this demon, he finished the temple without 
hammer, axe, or any iron tool, making use of 
the stone Sebamr, which cuts stone as the dia- 
mond cuts glass. Respefting the manner of 
driving tjiis demon from Sarah, the learned 
Calmet supposes, that the effedt of the smoke 
4 


rising from the fishes gall, which Tobias burnt, 
rested entirely upon the senses of Tobias and 
Sarah, and blunted in them tiie propensity to 
pleasure The chaining up Asmodeus he un- 
derstands, in an allegorical sense, as signifying 
the divine injunction delivered him by Raphael, 
to desist from approaching Sarah, and to ap- 
pear no where, but in the extremest parts of 
Egypt 

ASMOUG, tlie name of a demon, which, accord- 
ing to the tradition of the Magi or Zoriastrians, 
is one of the principal emissaries of Aheriman, 
who is their prince, and author of all the evil 
in the world , for Zoroaster supjxised two prin- 
ciples, the one good, the othei evil Asnioug’s 
function is to sow discord in families, law-suits 
among neighboui's, and wai's between piiii- 
ces 

ASOPIADES, Eacus the grandson of the river 
Asopiis 

ASOPIS, Egma, daughter of the river Asopus, 
of whom Jupiter was enamoured, and whom he 
subdued in the form of a flame. 

ASOPUS, son of Ocean us and Tethys, was chang- 
ed into a river by Jupiter, on whom, for hav- 
ing violated Egma his daughter, he attempted 
to make war 

ASPHALEION, or ASPH ALIUS, a name of 
Neptune, signifying firm, stable, or immove- 
able, and imports the same as the Stabiliior of 
the Romans According to Strabo, this name 
was given him on occasion of an unknown island 
appealing m the sea, upon which the Rho- 
dians, tlien very powerful, having landed, built 
a temple in honour of Neptune Asphaleion, 
which was soon followed by several others 
If we may credit the ancient Scholiast upon 
Ai istophanes, there was one upon the cape of 
Tenarus in Laconia; and, according to Pausa- 
nias, another near the poit of Patras. The 
surname was perfectly applicable to this god, 
because, as he was thought to have the power 
of shaking the earth, he was likewise supposed 
to possess that of establishing it , i^hich makes 
Macrobius observe, that the gods had often op- 
posite title.s in respect to the same thing for, 
as Neptune had the name of Enosictbon, which 
denoted his power of shaking the earth, he had 
that also of Asphaleion, importing power to 
establish it : accordingly, sacrifices were gene- 
O 2 
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rally offered him In great storm* and earth- 
quakes. See Enosi&bon, 

‘ ASPORENA, a name given to the mother of the 
gods, from a temple consecrated to her on 
Mount Asporenus, near Pergamus 
ASPORINA See Adporina. 

ASS The coronation of this quadruped was a 
part of the ceremony of the fbast of Vesta, in 
which the bakers put bread cjowns on its 
head. Hence, in an ancient calendar, the ides 
of June are thus denoted, festum e^t Vestae, Asu 
nus coronatur. This honoui, it seems, was con- 
fen ed on the animal for having, by itsbiaying, 
preserved Vesta from the violence of the Lamp- 
sacan god. Hence the formula Vestae deltcium 
esi Asinus In the Consualia, horses, as well as 

asses, had the honour of coronation ; perhaps, 
on account of the Sabine women, whom the 
Romans brought home on those beasts Some 
have asked the affinity between the god of 
council and an ass ? It is answered, both are 
grave and deliberative Hence, among the 
^bbalibtic Jews, the ass is the symbol of 
wisdom. 

ASSABINUS, the Sun, worshipped under this 
name by the Ethiopians The Greeks and Ro- 
mans stiled him the Ethiopian Jupiter, from 
his being the supreme god of that people — 
They offered him cinnamon, which took fire 
of itself, and was consumed Theophrastus, 
who relates this, adds, that he regarded this 
account as fabulous. But, perhaps, this was 
effedled by some artifit e of the priests In the 
Litbica ascribed to Orpheus, article 
an expedient of this kind is described, and it 
is observable, from the account of Garcilasso 
de la Vega, that the same eflfedl was produced 
by similar means among the Incas of Peru. 

ASSAEUS, a Grecian chief, killed by Heftor. 

ASSAF, an idol of the Coraischite Arabians ; for 
every tribe, and even every family, as that of 
Coraisch, had their particular idols, which they 
worshipped. 

ASSARACUS, son of Tros, king of Troy, and 
brother of Ilus and Ganymede. 

AST ARTE, the singular of Astarotb, a Phoeni- 
cian goddess, called in scripture the qaeen qf 
heaven, and the goddess of the Sidonians. So- 
lomon, who had married many foreign wives, 
introduced the worship of A*tarte into Israel ; 


but it was Jezebel principally, wife of Ahab« 
and daughter of the king of Tyre, who first 
brought the worshi p of this deity to Palestine. Ih 
the time of Jezebel, the goddess had 400 priests 
attending on her rites, she was served with 
much pomp, and the women were employed 
in w eaving hangings or shrines for her When 
she was adored as the queen of heaven, they 
offered cakes to her , and Jeremiah observes, 
that “ the children gathered the wood, the fa- 
thers kindled the fii e, and the women kneaded 
* the dough,” for the purpose. The Africans, 
who were descended from the Phoenicians, 
maintained Astarte, as we learn from St. Au- 
stin, to be Juno ; but Lucian, who wrote par- 
ticularly concerning this goddess, says express- 
ly, she IS the Moon , and adds, he had learned 
from the Phoenician priests, Astarte was Eu- 
ropa, daughter of Agenor, king of the Phoeni- 
cians, and deified after her death, to console 
her father for her loss. Cicero calls her the 
fouitb Venus of the Syrians ; and a modern au- 
thor, who has endeavoured to trace most of the 
Pagan divinities in Scripture, upon a suppo- 
sition that the Phoenicians had deified several 
of the Canaanites, and especially the descen- 
dants of Abraham, takes the Phoenician As- 
tarte or Astaroth, which signifies sbeep, to have 
been the Rachael of the bible, which word is of 
the same signification in the Hebrew. Astarte 
is said to have consecrated the city Tyre, by 
depositing in it a fallen star ■ hence, perhaps, 
came the notion of a star or globe of light, 
which, at certain times, darted down from the 
top of Mount Libanus, near her temple at 
Aphac, and, plunging itself into the river 
Adonis, was thought to be Venus. This 
temple at Aphac on Mount Libanus, was a 
complete sink of lewdness, a very school of the 
most beastly lusts, which were here permitted 
under the pretence, that Venus had her first 
intercourse with Adonis in this place. Astarte 
is not always represented alike ; sometimes 
being in a long, at other times in a short 
habit ; sometimes holding a long stick with a 
cross upon its top ; some medals represent her 
with a crown of rtys ; in others, she is crowned 
with battlements. On a medal struck at Cae- 
sarea in Palestine, she appears in a short dress 
crowned with battlements, holding a man’s 
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bead in her right hand, and a stafT in her left 
Sanchoniatho says, she was represented with 
a cow’s head, the horns emblematically de- 
scribing the moon. This goddess, it is evi- 
dent, was originally no more than one of the 
Egyptian symbols, set up and joined with the 
several signs of the Zodiac, to make known 
the different seasons and it is plain, that from 
the different manner ih which the Egyptian 
Isis was represented, a number of different 
goddesses were formed by other nations, and 
worshipped under different names. See Isis 

ASTERIA, daughter of Caeus, and sister of 
Latona, and renowned for the greatest mo- 
desty, was ravished by Jupiter in the shape 
of an eagle, and borne away in his talons, af- 
ter having been changed to a quail 

Another of the same name bore a son to Belle- 
rophon. 

ASTERION, the fabled father of Araea, Euboea, 
andPorsymna, all of whom claimed the honour 
of being nurses to Juno. 

One of this name attended Jason on the Argonaii- 
tic expedition, according to the first book of 
Apollonius. 

ASTERIUS, was king of Crete. Epimanedes, 
the Cretan historian relates, that some mer- 
chants of this island having arrived on the 
coast of Phoenicia, and seen the young Europa, 
daughter of Agenor, king of Phoenicia, carried 
off* the beauty for Asterius their king. As 
their ship bore in its front a white bull, and 
their king had assumed the name of Jupiter, 
it was hence fabled, that the god had transform- 
ed himself to a bull, to carry off this princess. 
Diodorus reports, that Asterius being too young 
when Europa arrived in Crete to marry her, she 
had first by Taurus, Minos, Sarpedon, and 
Rhadamanthus ; and that Asterius having mar- 
ried her afterwards, but having no children, 
adopted her three sons. Others, however, con- 
tend, they were the offspring of Asterius him- 
self. See Europa. 

Another Asterius, was son of Hyperasius, and 
brother of Amphion, one of the Argonauts. 

ASTERODE, the wife of Endymion, by whom 
he had several children. Also, a Scythian 
Nymph, mother of Absyrtes by Aeeta, before 
he married Idya, daughter of Oceanus. 

ASTEROPAEUS,son of Pelegon, king of Paeo- 


nia, was of the Trojan party, and slain by A- 
chilles,when he revenged the death of Patroclus. 

ASTEROPE, one of the seven daughters of At- 
las by his wife Pleione. See Pleiadts. 

ASTI ANA X. Sec Astyanax. 

AST ILU S See Astylus. 

ASTOMOI, a fabulous race, said to have had no 
mouths. 

ASTRABAEUS, a Grecian hero, celebrated in 
the Peloponessus 

ASTRAEA, OR ASTREA, goddess of justice, 
was daughter of Astraeus one of the Titans , 
or, according to Ovid, of Jupiter and Themis. 
She descended from heaven in the golden age, 
and inspired mankind with principles of justice 
and equity, but the world growing corrupt, 
she re-ascended thither, where she became 
the constellation in the Zodiac called Virgo 
This goddess is represented with a serene coun- 
tenance, her eyes bound or blinded, having a 
sword in one hand, and in the other a pair of 
balances equally poised, or rods with a bundle 
of axes, and sitting on a square stone Among 
the Egyptians, she is described with her left 
hand stretched forth and open, but without a 
head According to the poets, she was con- 
vex sant on earth during the golden and silver 
ages, but in those of brass and iron, was forced 
by the wickedness of mankind to abandon the 
earth and retire to heaven. Virgil hints, that 
she first quitted courts and cities, and betook 
herself to rural retreats before she entirely 
withdrew. Petronius Arbiter, speaking of the 
civil war between Caesar and Pompey, describes 
Justice as discomposed, with her hair all loose 
and dishevelled. 

ASTRAEI FRATRES, the Winds, children of 
Astraeus. 

ASTRAEUS, one of the Titans, father of the 
Winds and the Stars. When his brother de- 
clared war against Jupiter, he armed the 
Winds, his sons, on his side, but Jupiter 
precipitated them under the waters, whilst 
Astraeus, having been fastened to the sky, 
was converted into a star. Many, however, 
of the poets, make Aeolus the father of the 
Winds. Astraeus was said to have been king 
of Arcadia, husband of Aurora, and father of 
Astraea or Justice. 

A son of Silenus also was of this name. 
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ASTRAPAEUS, a poetical name of Jupiter. 

ASTRAPA^ one of the Pleiades 

ASTUR, one of the followers of Aeneas, cele- 
brated by Virgil for his beauty and valour 

AST Y ALUS, a Trojan chief, slain by Polypoe- 
tes 

ASTYANASSA, a female attendant on Helen, 
and as celebrated as her mistress for a similar 
deportment 

ASTYANAX, son of Hcftor and Andromache, 
was the occasion of very uneasy apprehensions 
to the Greeks in the midst of their vidtory, 
though he was then but an infant. Contrary 
winds preventing their return to Greece after 
the destruftion of Troy, Calchas, the diviner, 
declared it necessary for them to cast Astyanax 
headlong from the top of the walls, since, should 
he be permitted to grow to manhood, he would 
certainly revenge the death of his father, and 
even prove more valiant than he U{X)n this, 
Ulysses endeavoured to discover Astyanax, and 
having found him, notwithstanding the care his 
mother took to conceal him, preci})itatcd the 
unfortunate infant from the walls Seivius 
tells us it was Menelaus who performed this 
execution, and Pausanias asen lies the unhappy 
fate of Astyanax to Pyrrhus alone, without 
mentioning that the Greeks or Calchas judged 
his death to be necessary However that be, 
the poets and romance writers have raised As- 
tyanax from the dead, or rather made him es- 
cape the hands of the Greeks , for they tell us, 
that this Astyanax, or Scaniander, was likewise 
called Francton, and was the stock from which 
the kings of France are descended 

ASTYDAMIA, daughter of Ormenus, whom 
Hercules violated after having killed her fa- 
ther. 

The wife of Acastus also was of the same name ; 
as was the daughter of Pelops, wife of Sthene- 
lus, king of Mycenae. The latter, however, 
was by some called Niappe 

ASTYLUS, a Centaur, who endeavoured to dis- 
suade his brethren from their contest with the 
Lapithae. 

ASTYMEDUSA, second wife of Oedipus, whom 
he married after having been divorced from 
locasta his mother. 

AST Y NOME, the daughter of Chiyses. See 
Cbryseis. 


ASTYNOUS, a brave Trojan, killed by Dio- 
medes. 

ASTYOCHE, daughter of A^lor, and mother of 
Ascalaphus and lalman, two Greek leaders a- 
gainst Troy, by the god Mars. 

ASTIOCHIA, mother of Tleopolom us, by Her- 
cules. 

ASTYPALAEA. See Ancaeus. 

AST YP ALUS, the Paeonian, slain by Achilles 

ASTYRENA, or ASTYRENE, titles of Diana, 
from places where she was worshipped. 

ASTYRIS, a surname of Minerva, from the wor- 
ship paid her at Astyra, a city of Phoenicia. 

ASUMAN, the name of a Genius who, according 
to the superstition of the Persian Magi, pre- 
sided over every thing which happened on the 
27th day of every month. The Magi believed 
him to be the same with the Angel of Death. - 
See A^bimib. 

ASYLA, ASYLUM, places, or a place, of sanc- 
tuary, retuge, oi protcftion. Servius derives 
the word fiom the privative » and <nx»u, to dtaxu 
out, because no i^eison could be taken by force 
fioin an asylum. From the time mankind be- 
gun to dedicate temples and altars to the gods, 
to acknowledge them, in an authentic and 
solemn manner, as the sovereign disposers of 
their destiny, and to conceive hopes of being 
aided by them, they believed them to be there 
peculiarly present , and hence, that they might 
not seem inexorable to others, while they 
were supplicating the gods for themselves, 
it IS credible that they looked upon these 
places, whither the guilty had repaired, as sa- 
cred and inviolable. Some pretend that the 
first asylum in Greece was that established by 
the order of the oracle of Jupiter Dodonaeus, 
which commanded the Athenians to grant their 
lives to all those who sought for refuge at the 
altars of the deities on the Areopagus. Others 
pretend the first asylum to have been built at 
Athens, by the Heraclidae, descendants of Her- 
cules, and as a protection for those who fled from 
the oppression of their fathers. Some, with more 
probability, afiirm, that the firstsanCtuary ofthis 
sort was ereCted by Cadmus, at the building of 
Thebes. Diodorus Siculus, in the life of Ro- 
mulus, assures us, that CySele founded an asy- 
lum in Samothracia. The asyla of altars and 
temples is of great antiquity, and were held so 
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sacred^ that if any malefactor availed himself of trates making no scruple of forcing great crimi- 

thcm> it was counted sacrilege to force him nals from the very altars In the reign of Tibe- 

thence, and his blood was judged to be upon nus Caesar, they were wholly abolished, pre- 

those who might effeCt it; so that those who serving only to Juno Samia, and oneof Aescu- 

killed the followers of Cylon, by whom the tern- lapius’ temples, their ancient privileges. The 

pie of Minerva had been plundered, because Jews had also their asyla, the most remarkable 

they dispatched them whilst clinging round the of which were the citm of refuge, which provid- 

altaii), were ever after called impious and pro- ed security foi those who by chance, and with- 

fane ; and Pausanias informs us that Neoptole- out any purpose, happened to kill a man * they 

mus, son of Achilles, was slain near the altar of were six in number, three on each side Jordan. 

Apollo, at Delphi, as a just punishment for his It was commanded the nation, when they should 

having killed Priam, king ofTroy, who had fled enlarge their bordeis, to add three more ; but 

to the altar of Jupiter Herceus, for refuge.—- as this command was never iulfillcd, the Rab- 

Some of these asyla were public, and free for bins say, the Messiah, when he comes, will ac- 

all men otliers were appropriated to certain complish it. ’ Besides the ctUes of refuge, the 

persons and crimes , thus the temples of Hebe, temple, and esjiecially the altar of burnt-ofler- 

at Phlius, and of Diana at Ephesus, were refu- ings, enjoyed the privilege of an asylum 

gesfor debtors, and Strabotells us, that scveidl ASYLAS, a follower of Aeneas, and a Sooth- 
princes allowed to this last, some a greater, sayer. Virgil represents him as jxniring along 

others a less extent of ground, beyond the tern- his thousands from Thesean Pisa, a colony from 

pie itself The temple of Pallas, at Lacedemon, Alphean Pisa, over which he presided 

was a sanctuary even for criminals condemned ASYLAS. Sec Corynaeus 

to death the temple or tomb of Theseus was a ATALANTA, was daughterof Caeneus,or Scliae- 
saniluary for slaves and all of mean condition, neus, king of Scyios It was doubted if her 

who fled from the servitude of their mastci s and beauty or swiftness wci e greater. On consult- 

tyrants Nor was this honour paid to the gods ing tlie oracle whether she should marry, she 

only, but also to the statues and monuments of was answ ered, that man lage would prove fatal 

princes and other dignified persons' thus to her Upon this she entered into the woods 

the sepulchre of Achilles, on the Sigaeon shore, of Mount Maenalus, m Arcadia, to avoid the 

was in after ages made an asylum ; and Ajax conversation of men , but her disdain inflam- 

had the like honour paid to his tomb on the ing their desires, and her piide laismg their 

Rhactean. Romulus, when he built Rome, left adoration, she was followed thither by crowds 

a space, covered with wood, between the capi- of lovers, to whom, at last, she gave this con- 

tol and the Tarpeian rock, as an asylum to all dition thatshe would marry any one who could 

persons who should fly thither, whether free- out-run her, provided the vanquished should 

men or slaves ; for all temples and altars weie suffer any kind of death she might direft Not- 

not santffuaries, but such only as received that withstanding many sad examples, Hippomenes, 

privilege from the manner of their consecra- son of Macareus, or Megareus, was not detcr- 

tion , and of those, as already observed, some red from undertaking the race, which he en- 

were free for all men, others appropriated to tertained hopes of winning, in consequence of 

certain persons and crimes. Not only temples three golden apples given him by Venus, (who 

and altars, but sacred groves, statues of the also told him how to use them) gathered m the 

gods, and of emperors, had the privilege of af- gardens of the Hesperides. Hippomenes set out 

fording protection ; and the criminal remained briskly, but peiceiving Atalanta make up to 

at the feet of the altar or statue, his victuals be- him, he threw down one of the apples, the 

ing regularly brought him, till he found an op- beauty of which inticing Atalanta, she went 

portunity to escape, or means of satisfying the out of her way, followed the apple, and took 

party offended. In process of time these asyla it up : he used the second and third in the same 

were so little regarded, that they served only manner, and while she was busied in picking 

as a protection for small offenders, the magis- them up, reached the goal, and took the lady 
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as the prize of his vi6lory Hippomenes, drunk I no one should eat fish, artf besides Gaits. 


with love, forgot to return due offerings to his 
benefaj6tre8s, and Venus, resenting this negli- 
gence, inflamed them with such impatient de- 
sires, that they gratified their passions in the 
temple of Cybele, who, enraged at the profa- 
' nation, turned them into lions. 

Atalamta, daughter of Jasius, king of Arcadia, 
see Meltugsr, Oeneus. 

ATARBECHIS, a town in the Delta, celebrated 
for a temple of Venus. 

ATE, the goddess of mischief she was daughter 
of Jupiter, and cast down fiom heaven at the 
death of Hercules ; for Juno having deceived 
Jupiter, in causing Eurystheus to be born before 
Hercules, the god expressed his resentment on 
Ate, as the author of that mischief, and threw 
her headlong from heaven to earth, swearing 
she should never return. The name of this 
goddess comes from ar«w, to hurt. Her being 
the daughter of Jupiter implies, that no evil 
happens to us but by the permission ot Piovi- 
dence ; and her banishment to earth denotes 
the terri ble eff^s of Divine justice among men 
It IS easy to see that this fable is designed to re- 
present our proneness to evil , pr Evil itself, 
under an allegorical figure ; for Homer, having 
described this demon as travelling the earth 
with incredible celerity, doing all the mischief 
in her power, adds, that her sisters, likewise 
daughters of Jupiter, whom he calls Lttes, or 
Prayers, come always after her, to repair, as 
far as lies in their power, the evil done by Ate ; 
but, being lame, cannot come up to her inti- 
mating, that men are always more forward to 
commit crimes, than to repent and make repa- 
ration. 

ATERGATIS, the ancient goddess of the 
Ascalonites in Syria • the upper part of her 
image resembled a woman , the lower a fish. 
It is said she was mother of Semiramis, and that, 
grieved at the loss of her virginity, she drown- 
ed herself in a lake. Her body not being found, 
she was reputed to have been transformed into 
a fish. Macrobius mentions two deities of the 
Syrians, Adad and Atergates, whom he sup- 
poses to be the sun and the earth. The etymo- 
logy of Atergatis is variously given : Athenae- 
us pretends, that her true name was Gatis, who, 
being veiy fond of delicacies, she ordered that 


Vossius derived it from the Hebrew addtr-dag, 
great fish. This deity was called Derceto by the 
Greeks. Her temple stood in the city Bam- 
byce, called afterwards Hterapolts . it was ex- 
tremely rich, insomuch that Cropus, in his 
march against the Partisans, spent several days 
in weighing the treasure. See Derceto 

ATHAMAS, king of Thebes, or of Orchomenos, 
son of Aeolus, and brother of Cretheus, by his 
wife Nephele had Helle and Phryxus ; and by 
Ino, Learchus and Melicertes. it is said that 
Ino fell in love with Phryxus, but being re- 
jected in her advances, took the opportunity of 
a great famine to indulge her revenge, as is par- 
ticularly narrated under the articles Argottauts, 
Phryxus. Whether owing to this circumstance, 
or to Juno’s hatred against Thebes, Bacchus 
being born theie, and Ino, in particular, for 
bringing him up, (which is the more general 
opinion) It IS agreed on all sides that Athamas, 
having had the misfortune to lose his senses, in 
a paroxysm of phrenzy, killed Learchus his son, 
by Ino,upon which the queen fearing a similar fate 
for herson Melicertes, plunged with himfromthe 
rock Molyris into the sea, whereNeptune receiv- 
ed them with open arms, and gave them a place 
among the marine deities. See Ino, Palaemon. 

ATHAMAS, one of the heroes intioduced into 
Troy, in the wooden horse 

ATHAMANTIADES, a patronymic of the chil- 
dren of Athamas. 

ATHEMENES, son of Catreiis, king of Crete, 
being informed by the oracle that he should 
kill his father, left him, and retired to Rhodes, 
where he built the temple of Atamyrius, upon 
a mountain of the same name ; but his father 
coming thither in search of him, he unknowing- 
ly fulfilled the oracular prediction, 

ATHENA, a name given Minerva by the Greeks, 
because she never sucked the breast of mother 
or nurse ; for she was brought forth of her fa- 
ther’s liead in full strength. Plato thinks she 
had this name from her skill in divine affairs ; 
others are of opinion she was so named from her 
having never been enslaved, but constantly en- 
joying the most perfect liberty. 

ATHENAEA, a festival of the ancient Greeks, 
held in honour of Minerva, who was called A- 
tbena. See Panathenaea. t 
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ATHENAIS, a Sibyl of Erythraea, in the time 
of Alexander. 

ATHLETAE: Persons of strength and agility, 
disciplined to perform in the public games - — 
This appellation is of Greek original, and a de- 
rivative of u9xo{, a whence, also, comes 

«6xoi>, the prize, or reward, adjudged to the vidtor 
The term Athletae comprehended boxers, 
wrestlers, runners, leapers, and throwers of the 
disk. The pra^tisers of these several exercises 
exhibited their skill in the Olympic, Pythian, 
Isthmian, and other solemn games, as candi- 
dates for the established prizes. The athletic 
habit denotes a muscular and vigorous consti- 
tution, and the regimen of the Athletae was 
fitted to promote it, as they intirely fed on so- 
lid and viscous viands In the earlier times, 
their principal food consisted of dried figs and 
cheese, which was called anda sagmatio, 
r(«pn, &c. Oribasius, or, as others affirm, Py- 
thagoras, first brought this sort of provision 
into disuse ; and, in lieu of it, substituted flesh 
An unremitted attention to whatever could in- 
crease their strength and agility, gave the Ath- 
letae such a superiority in these respe6ls, as 
appears to us almost incredible , witness the 
four mentioned by Pausanias, Theagencs the 
Thasian, Polydamas the Thessalian, Euthymus 
the Locrian, and Milo the Crotonian ‘ the last 
of whom is said to have carried a bull on his 
back for a considerable distance, .and then to 
have killed him with a blow of his fist From 
the five exercises of the Athletae, they were 
also denominated mrrxixoi, by the Greeks, and 
Quinquertiones by the Latins ; at least, such as 
engaged in them all He who bore away the 
prize in each, was called by the Greeks 
and by the Romans Quinqiiertw 
ATHLOTHETA, an officer appoii;ted to super- 
intend the solemn games, and adjudge the 
prizes. The Athlotheta was the same with the 
Agonareba, Agonotbeta, and Brabeuta, which see 
ATHRAX, the father of Hippodamia, said to 
have been the inventor of magic. 

ATIN AS,aRutiIian chief in the contest with Aeneas 
ATL ANTI ADES,Mercury, the grandson of Atlas. 
ATLANTIDAE, priests so called, who inhabit- 
ed the western parts of Africa. Uranus, their 
prince, by calculating the course of the sun, and 
the motions of the stars, formed prediAions, 
Vol. I. 


the accomplishment of which astonishing the 
Atlantidae, they enrolled him, at his death, a- 
mong the gods. See Uranus 

ATLANTIDES, the seven daughters of Atlas, 
by his wife Pleione, after whom they were also 
stiled Pleiades, from a Greek word which sig- 
nifies sailing, because they were supposed fa- 
vourable to navigation. Their names were, 
severally, Asterope, Celaeno, Eleftra, Halci- 
one, Maia, Merope, and Taygete. These all 
had children, either by heroic princes, or the 
gods themselves, which weie ancestors of seve- 
ral nations, and builders of many cities. The 
Atlantides, being in great reputation for wis- 
dom and justice, were, on these accounts, a- 
dored as goddesses Busins, king of Egypt, 
carried them off by violence, but Hercules, tra- 
velling through Africa, conquered him, and de- 
livering the princesses, restored them to their 
father ; who, to requite his kindness, taught 
him astronomy whence arose the fable of that 
heio’s supporting the heavens for a day, to ease 
Atlas of his burthen The Atlantides, how- 
ever, with their mother, endured a new perse- 
cution from Orion, who pursued them five 
years, till Jupiter, prevailed on by their pray- 
ers, took them into the heavens, where they 
form the constellation called the Pleiades, and 
sometimes Vergtltae. Some authois pretend 
that the Pleiades were daughters of Lycurgus, 
born at Naxos , and that they were translated to 
Heaven for their good offices in the education of 
Bacchus , whilst others affirm that the children 
of Atlas, attributed to Lycurgus, were not his 
daughters by Pleione, called Pleiades, but his 
daughters by Aethra, distinguished by the ap- 
pellation of the Hyades. See Hyades, Pleiades. 

ATLAS, was son of lapetus and Clymene, and 
brother of Prometheus, according to most au- 
thors , or, as others relate, son of lapetus by 
Asia,* daughter of Oceanus. In the division of 
his father’s dominions, Mauritimica fell to his 
share ; and he gave his name to the mountain 
of that country, which still bears it. As he was 
greatly skilled in astronomy, he became the 
first inventor of the sphere, which occasioned 
the fable of his being turned into a mountain, 
and supporting the heavens on his shoulders — 
Atlas had many children. Of his sons, the most 
famous was Hesperus (whom some call his bro- 
P 
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ther) and Hyas By his wife Plcionc he had 
seven daughters, viz Asterope, fclano, Elec- 
tra, Halcyone, Maia, Meropc, and Taygcte, 
who went by the general names of Atlantides, 
or Pleiades , and by his wife Aetbia he had 
also '.even other daughteis, viz Ambrosia, Eii- 
dora, Coronis, Plexaris, Fytho, and Tyche, 
who bore the common appellation ot the Hy- 
ades According to Ilygmus, Atlas having 
assisted the giants in their war against Jupiter, 
was, by the victorious god, doomed, as a pu- 
nishment, to sustain the weight of the heavens 
Ovid, however, represents him as a powerful 
and wealthy monarch, proprietor of the gar- 
dens of the Hespendes, which bore golden fruit , 
but that being warned by the oracle of Themis 
that he should suffer some great injury from a 
son of Jupiter, hestnClly forbade all foreigners 
access to his piesence Perseus, however, hav- 
ing the courage to appear before him, he w'as 
ordered to retne, with strong menaces in case 
of disobedience, but the heio presenting his 
shield, with the dreadful head of Medusa, tinned 
him into the mountain which still bears his 
name. The Abbe la Pluche has given a very 
clear and ingenious explication of this table — 
Of all nations the Egyptians had, with the great- 
estassiduity, cultivated astronomy. To point 
out the difficulties attending the study of this 
science, they represented it by an image bear- 
ing a globe or sphere on its back, which they 
called Attai, a word signifying grza/ toil la- 
bour , but the word also signifying support, the 
Phoenicians, led by the representation, took 
it in this sense, and in their voyages to Mauri- 
tania, seeing the high mountains of that coun- 
try covered with snow, and losing their tops in 
the clouds, gave them the name of Atlas, and 
thus produced the fable, by which the symbol 
of astronomy used among the Egyptians be- 
came a Mauritanian king, transformed into a 
mountain, whose head supports the heavens 
The rest of the fable is equally obvious to ex- 
planation. The annual inundations of the Nile 
obliged the Egyptians to be very exa 6 hn observ- 
ing the motions of the heavenly bodies The 
Hyades, or Huades, took their name from the 
figure V , which they form in the head of Tau- 
rus The Pleiades were a remarkable constel- 
lation, and of great use to the Egyptians in 


regulating the seasons . hence they became the 
daughters of Atlas , and Orion, who rising just 
as they set, was called their lover By the 
golden apples that grew in the gardens of the 
Hespendes, the Phoenicians expressed the rich 
and beneficial commerce they had in the Medi- 
terranean, which being earned on during three 
months only of the year, gave rise to the fable 
of the Hesperian Sisters The most usual way 
of representing Atlas, among the ancient ar- 
tists, w as as supporting a globe ; for the old 
jioets commonly refer to tins attitude in speak- 
ing of him Valerius Flaccus has a very re- 
markable description of a figuie of Atlas, as 
standing iii the midst of the waters, and sup- 
porting an ai miliary globe ot the heavens, with 
all the planets making their proper motions 
round it. In the Farnese Atlas, he is repie- 
sented as supporting the celestial globe wi^'h 
his head, neck, and shoulders 

ATREUS, son of Pelops and Ilippodamia, and 
father of Agamemnon and Menelaus, is sup- 
posed to have been king of Mycenae and Ar- 
gos, about 1228 years before the Christian eia 
He expelled his brother Thyestes from his court 
for having a cnminal correspondence with Ae- 
lope his wife, but understanding he had two 
children by her, recalled him from exile, kill- 
ed the children, and served them up at the ta- 
ble where he and Thyestes dined It is said 
that the Sun, unable to endure a sight so hor- 
rible, turned his course backward, and with- 
drew his light 

AT RIDES, the sons of Atreus. 

ATROPOS, one of the Parcae, or Fates, so named 
from « and T^eiror, because she is unalterable, un- 
changeable. Ati opos concludes our existence, 
by cutting short, with scissars, the thread of 
life, which 18 drawn by Clotho, and wound by 
Lachesis. See Fates, Parcae. 

ATTIS, OR ATTYS, a beautiful Phrygian shep- 
herd, and priest of the goddess Cybele after 
his death he was deified, and worshipped as 
the bun. Julian calls him the great god Attis , 
and Lucian mentions a golden statue of Attys, 
placed among those of Bendis, Anubis, and 
Mithrus, who were all adored as the Sun. He 
is frequently joined with Cybele, in ancient mo- 
numents, and sometimes pi 6 tured alone, hold- 
ings pastoral pipe in his right hand, and a crook in 
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his left. AccordingtoOvid, Attyswasappointed 
by Cybele to preside in her rites, she having 
enjoined him inviolable chastity, but the youth, 
forgetting his vow, the goddess, m resentment, 
deprived him of his senses. At last, however, 
pitying his misciy, she changed him to a pine, 
which, as well as the box, was held sacred to 
her Servius, on Vngil, relates that A ttis, a 
beautiful youth, and priest ot the great Mo- 
ther, being beloved by the king of his city, and 
understanding that violence was meditated a- 
gdinst him, fled into the woods, where having 
been found, and brought to the king, he seized 
the opportunity to emasculate him The king, 
however, infilled a similar revenge, and At- 
tis, who lay expiring beneath a pine-tree, be- 
ing found by the priests of the great Mothei , 
they carried him into her temple, endeavoured 
in va n to preserve him alive, and, when dead, 
buried him in memory of which, the great 
Mother instituted an annual mourning, and 
enjoined her votaries to undergo the same 
mutilation The Phrygians say, that Cybele 
fell m love with Attys, and being with child 
by him, Moeones, her fatlier, king of Phrygia, 
caused him to be slam, and his* body thiown 
to wild beasts , upon which Cybele lan mad 
soon after a plague and famine laying waste the 
country, the oracle commanded that Attys 
should be buried, and Cybele worshipped as a 
goddess Pausamas tells us, that Hermesianax, 
an elegiac poet, reported Attys to have been 
the son of one Calaus, a Phrygian, and bom 
impotent, but that, when he was giown up, 
he went into Lydia, and taught the Lydians to 
celebrate the Orgia of the great Mother Uindy- 
me, or Cybele, and that he was in so gi eat es- 
teem with her, as to excite the jealousy of Ju- 
piter, who sent a wild boar among the Lydians, 
which slew many of them, and among the rest 
Attys , for which reason the Pessenuntian Ga- 
latians abstained from the flesh of tliat animal 
They, however, relate the story differently, 
pietending that from the impurity of Jupiter, 
in a dream, a genius sprung up of the human 
foim, but of both sexes, which was called Ag~ 
distts the gods, being afraid of such a mon- 
ster, castrated him, and having thrown upon 
the ground the parts taken from him, they be- 
came an almond tree, loaded ^itli fruit. The 
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daughter of the river Sangarius gathered some of 
these almonds, and putting them in her bosom 
they immediately disappeared. The Nymph, 
however, proved with child, and was delivered 
of a son called Attis, who, being exposed, was 
suckled by a goat Growing up exceedingly 
beautiful, Agdistes became enamoured of him , 
but, disappointed in the gratification of her 
passion, on the youth’s being sent to the com t 
ot Pessanus to marry the king’s daughter, she 
contrived to get thither at the instant of the 
nuptials, and suddenly inspired Attis with so 
much phrenzy, that he castrated himself on 
the spot But, afterward, repenting the effeifs 
of her anger, she obtained of Jupiter, as some 
atonement, that the mcmbeis of Attis should 
never decay Agdistis, according to Hesychius, 
is the same w'lth Cybele, mothci of the gods 
See Cyheli 

ATYMNIUS, bi other of Mans, two Lycian 
chiefs on the side of Troy , the firat fell by An- 
tilochus, and the other by Thrasimedes, sons 
of Nestor 

ATYS, a youth mentioned by Virgil, as the 
friend of lulus, or Ascanius, son ol Aeneas — 
The Attii were supjiosed to have been his 
descendants 

AUFIDIUS, the river, is described by the poets 
111 a jieisonal mannei. According to Iloiace, 
S/f taurijoi mih volvitur Aif/idtiu, &c The figure 
of Aufidius should have the head of a bull 

AUGA, AUGE, or AUGEA, daughter of Aloe- 
us, being deflowered by Hercules, btcaine preg- 
nant, and brought forth Telephus , but no 
sooner was she delivered, than Alocus put 
both her and her son into a chest, and or- 
dered them to be thrown into the Caycus — 
Venus, however, guiding the chest, it was 
wafted to the mouth of the river, and taken up 
by Tcuthras, who, falling in love with Augea, 
married her, and left his kingdom to her son 

AUGEAS, was king of Elis, the cleansing of 
whose stables constituted the sixth labour of 
Hercules, Apollonius, in his third Argonautic, 
makes Augeas son of Apollo, and ranks him 
in the number of the heroes who sailed with 
Jason to Colchis in search of the golden fleece 
Sec Hercules 

AUGUR, an officer among the Romans appoint- 
ed to discover the will of the gods, or future 
P 2 
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events, by tlie interpretation of dreams, ora- 
cles, and prodigies, and to pronounce whe- 
ther any enterprize would be prosperous or ad- 
verse, whether public or private. Hence, 
whenever their omens presented an unpro- 
pitious appearance, magistrates were displaced, 
public assemblies deferred, expeditions coun- 
termanded, and the like. The title of Augur 
is del ived by some from avium gestu ; by others, 
from avtum garritu ; the motion and gestures, or 
the chirping and chattering of birds. Romulus 
himself was a considerable proficient in the 
art , and, therefore, after dividing the city 
into three tribes, the Tatienses, the Rhamnenses, 
and tht iMceres , he constituted three Auguis, 
one for each tribe. A fourth was added by 
Servius T ullius. These, however, being all cho- 
sen from the Patricians or Nobility, in the year 
of the city 454, the Tribunes of the People, 
with much difficulty, obtained, that five of the 
Plebeians should be added to the college. Af- 
terwards, in the year of the city 671, their 
number was augmented to fifteen, by Sylla the 
dictator Of these, the eldest presided over 
the rest, and was honoured with the title of 
MagisterCollegii They bore an auguial staff 
or wand as the ensign of their office, and their 
dignity was so much respedled, that they were 
never, even on the commission of the greatest 
enormity, deprived, as in other sacerdotal in- 
stitutions, of their privileges That some of 
the emperors assumed the office of Augur, as 
well as pontiff is evident from several coins 
of Julius, Augustus, Vesi>asian, Verus, &c. 
which have the augural ensigns upon them 

AUGURY See Divination by Birds 

AUGUST ALES, an epithet given to the Fla- 
mens, or priests who sacrificed to Augustus 
Caesar, after the deification of that emperor. 
They were appointed by Tiberius to perform 
the services of the new divinity. 

AUGUSl'ALIA, a feast instituted in honour of 
Augustus, This festival was established in the 
year of Rome 835, after the conclusion of his 
wars, and settlement of Sicily, Greece, Asia, 
Syria, and Partia. On this occasion also, an 
altar was erefted to him, with the inscription 
fortunae reduci 

Aucustalia, was also the name given to the 
games celebrated in honour of the same em- 


peror, on the 4th of the ides of Oftober, that 
having been the day of his return to Rome after 
all hib expeditions. 

AULETES, a king of the Etrurians, who, hav- 
ing joined Aeneas, was slain by Messapus, a 
chieftain of Turnus. 

AULETES, a chief mentioned by Virgil, as as- 
sisting Aeneas 

AULIS, a daughter of Ogyges. 

AULONIUS, a suimame of Aesculapius. 

AUNES, king of Daunia. See Aesculapius. 

AURAE, the AIRS, a sort of aerial beings, re- 
sembling the Sylphs of our own poetry. Their 
chief discrimination is, the veil they either 
hold in their hands, or else wave over their 
heads. They oftener occur on the painted 
cielings of the ancients, than on any other re- 
mains of antiquity. Pliny mentions two statues 
of the Aurac as objc6ls of admiration, in his 
time at Rome. But though no statues of them 
remain to us, they are frequently met with in 
the paintings of the ancients. Amongst those 
of the late Dr Mead, several of them might 
be seen These divinities were light and airy, 
with long robes, and streaming veils of bright 
and pleasing colours, fit companions of the 
Zephyrs, whom they sometimes accompany, 
scattering flowers as they fleet through the 
element assigned them Ever sportive and 
happy in themselves, they delight in the hap- 
piness of mortals. 

The Aura invoked by Cephalus, which excited the 
jealousy of Procris, in the story so beautifully 
told by Ovid, and prettily alluded to (though 
not underatood) by Pope — 

“ Come, gentle air, th’ Aeolian shepherd said. 

While Procris panted in the secret shade,'* Wr.— 

was one of these. Milton hath introduced 
them m their proper occupations • 

Airs, vernal jfir/. 

Breathing the smell of field and grove, attune 
The trembling leaves, while universal Pan, 

Kmt with the Graets, and ttaHonn, in dance 
Led on th* eternal Spnng. 

Again. 

Gentle>f(r/ due at their hour. 

To fan the earth now wak'd, and usher in 
The ev’iung cool. 

The latter passage, in union with Collins’s At- 
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tendantaon Evening — '‘ThePcNsivE Pleasures I of the four Winds, because, after a calm in the 


sweet, prepare thy shadowy car *” — would have 
furnished a happy subje^ for the pencil of 
Guido. It is observable that Winkelmann 
hath confounded the Airs with the Hours, 
AUREA, OR REGIA, an epithet of Fortune, of 
whom a statue so called was kept in the empe- 
ror’s chamber at Rome, and, on his death, re- 
moved to that of his successor. 

AURORA, goddess of the morning, was the 
youngest daughter of Hyperion and Theia, or, 
according to some, of Titan and Terra. Or- 
pheus calls her the Harbinger of Titan, for she 
is the personification of that light which pro- 
ceeds the appearance of the Sun. The poets 
describe this goddess as rising out of the ocean 
in a saffron robe, seated in a flame-coloured 
car, drawn by two, or four horses, expanding 
with her rosy fingers the gates of light, and 
scattering the pearly dew Viigil repre- 
sents her horses as of flame colour, and va- 
ries their number from two to four, accord- 
ing as she rises slower or faster Theocritus 
assigns her white horses, more in respeft to 
the nature of light, than the vapours which 
arise with it, whilst Lycophron seats her on 
Pegasus. Aurora is said to have loved a beau- I 
tiful youth called Cephalus, by whom she be- 
came the mother of Phaeton , for Cephalus is 
supposed to be the Sim, and Phaeton or Heat, 
to have been produced by the rapidity of his 
motion , but, according to the poets, Cephalus 
was son of Aeolus, and husband of Procris, 
daughter of Ere^lheus, king of Athens. They 
relate, that Aurora often seeing him when 
hunting, fell in love with him, and carried 
him into heaven ; but that, even there, she 
could not prevail on him to violate his faith 
She is reported also to have had an amour with 
Orion, a person of great beauty, whom she 
bore from the chace to Delos By Astraeus 
her husband, one of the Titans, she had the 
Stars and the four Winds, Argestes, Boreas, 
Notus, and Zephyrus • but her greatest favou- 
rite was Tithonus, to whom she bore Aema- 
thion and Memnon. Aurora is said to have 
been daughter of Titan and the Earth, because 
the light of the morning seems to rise out of 
the Earth, and to proceed from the Sun, which 
immediately follows it. She is stiled mother 


night, the winds rise in ^e morning, as atten- 
dant upon the Sun, by whose heat and liglit 
they are begotten. There is no other goddess 
of whom we have so many beautiful descrip- 
tions in the poets. The Romans have shewed 
a variety, but no confusion, in theii characters 
of her , the differences being only of the same 
kind with those we meet with in the two pic- 
tures of Guido and Guercino The one exhi- 
bits a morning gay and pleasing ; the other, a 
dark and lowering. If we may judge by the 
poets, the ancient painters used to suit her 
complexion to the occasion , it sometimes 
glowed with celestial rosy red , at othei s, was 
of a wanner cast ; and, sometimes, more or 
less swarthy, according to the sort of morning 
they meant to represent. Her skin, in the 
most beautiful pictures, sliould be coloured 
like that of the Venus Anaduomenc, by Apelles, 
and might have something not unlike the hu- 
mid cast for which that piClure was so remark- 
able. 

€K — — . locks compress’d. 

Send the quick drops which trickle down her breast 

O’er her bright skin the melting bubbles spread, 

And clothe her beauties m a softer shade ” 

Her robe should be of a pale but clear yellow, 
and she should hold in her hand a rod or a 
toich , her chariot should be of a fine lose co- 
lour, with pearls of dew scattered here and 
there upon it, and the horses either cream 
coloured or roan. Ovid, in his story of 
her passion for Cephalus, makes the station for 
her setting out to be on Mount Hymettus , but 
that must vary with the scene represented It 
appears from the same poet, that she sets out 
always before Sol, though not long before liim 
There seem to have been some ancient repre- 
sentations of this goddess, as driving Nox and 
Somnus from her presence ; and of the Con- 
stellations as cliaced out of heaven at her ap- 
proach ; the latter, however, seems as ridicu- 
lous a subj'eCl for a picture, as the former is a 
fine one. In a painting esteemed capital, near 
the Hague, this goddess is represented on a 
golden chariot, drawn by white horses, with 
wings; on her head is the morning star, 
and she is attended by Phoebus and the Dawn 
For a more particular account of the amours 
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of Aurora, and the fate of her children, see the 
articles Cepbalus, Ouon, Titbonoiis, Aematbwn, 
Memnon, Pbacton. 

AURUNCUS, the same as Averuncus See Du 
Averuni i 

AUSES, an ancient and very savage people of 
Libya Accoiding to Herodotus, they were 
unacquainted with niarriage, and had all their 
women m common The children were brought 
up by the mothers till they were able to walk, 
after which they were introduced to an assem- 
bly of the men, who met every three months, 
and the man to whom any child first spoke, ac- 
knowledged himself its father. They celebra- 
ted annually a feast in honour of Minerva, in 
which the girls divided into two companies, 
fought with sticks and stones, and those who 
died of their wounds were concluded not to have 
been virgins. 

AUSON, a son of Ulysses and Calypso, and pro- 
genitor of the Ausones, a people of Libya. 

AUSPICES See Aru^ptccs, Augury 

AUSTER, the Genius of the South-wind, called 
indifferently by the names of Notus and Auster, 
was son of Aurora and Astraeus. Auster is de- 
scribed by Ovid as large, and so old as to have 
grey hair , of a gloomy countenance, and with 
clouds about his head. Most of the lines in his 
character are designed to point him out as the 
dispenser of heavy showers and great rains ; he 
has dusky wings, and sometimes a full dark 
robe. Virgil has alluded to the gloominess of 
his countenance in a passage which has given 
great disgust to the critics Quid cogitet bumtdus 
Auster!^ and described him as saddening the 
very heavens. Several of the commentators, 
accustomed to consider the winds in their na- 
tural state, and not allegorically, are offended 
at the word cegdet, the tbtnkmg of a wind to them 
being the highest absurdity They therefore 
propose to altar the passage, and, for cogitet, 
read cogat et, or concitet ; contrary, they confess, 
to every copy. But were they to consider that 
Virgil was the wi iter , thatthe winds, in his time, 
weie frequently represented as persons; that he 
had been used to see them so represented , that 
they were commonly worshipped as deities ; and 
that Virgil had probably worshipped them him- 
self, in his voyage between Rome and Athens , as 
Horace had, in his favour ; they might be per- 


suaded not to think it so strange an expression. 
Indeed, instead of its being strange and absurd, 
it appears to be proper, and extremely poetical 
The general charadter of the face of Auster is 
gloominess and mischief, the particular subjedl in 
question . Boreas is usually represented like a fe- 
rocious, impetuous bully, and Auster with a sul- 
len, designing countenance Valerius Flarcus 
describes him as attended with showers , Ovid 
with water, dripping from every part of him , 
Statius, as pouring down the waters of the hea- 
vens on the earth , and Juvenal as sitting in the 
cave of the winds, and drying his wings after a 
storm. 

AUTHE, one of the seven daughters of the giant 
Alcyoneus, who was slain by Hercules. 

AUTOLEON, a leader of the Crotoniates, fight- 
ing against the Locrians, who always left a 
space in their lines for Ajax, as though he were 
alive, directing his force towards the spot, was 
wounded on the breast by the sped! re of the 
hero, and could not be cured till after he had 
appeased his manes 

AUTHIAS, the prophet. See Procrotia 

AUTHRONIUS, a leader in Virgil, overthrown 
by Salius 

AUTOLYCUS, a son of Mercury, by Chione, 
daughter of Daedalion, notorious for his craft 
and dexterity, as a thief Nothing was safe 
wherever he came, and such was his adroitness 
in disguising his plunder, that the cattle he stole 
couldno longer beknown, except in the instance 
of Sisyphus, who having marked his oxen un- 
der the ieet, was, by that means, able to ascer- 
tain them. Autolycus, pleased with tlie con- 
trivance, admitted Sisyphus to his confidence, 
and allowed him so familiar an intercourse with 
Anticlea, his daughter, that she soon was found 
to be pregnant On the discovery of this, he 
married her to Laertes, and Ulysses proved to 
be the child — Autolycus, according to Apollo- 
nius, h^d accompanied Hercules in some of his 
adventures, togethei with his brothel's, Rhiogius 
and Deileon, all sons of Deimachus ; but after 
the three had been settled at Sinope, the spirit 
of roving incited them anew, and they joined 
Jason with the other Argonauts. 

Hyginus hath mentioned another Autolycus, son 
of Phryxus and Chalciope. 



u4FE PANTHEON. m 


automate, one of the Cyclades, daughter of 
Danaus. 

AUTOMATIA,a name under whichFortune was 
worshipped, as the goddess of good-luck 
AUTOMEDON, son of Dioreus, Who sailed a- 
gainst Troy in an armament of ten ships. He 
was charioteer to Achilles, and afterwards to 
Pyrrhus 

In the Iliad, another Greek is mentioned of this 
name, who was killed by Arctus 
AU rOMEDUSA, a daughter of Alcathous, killed 
by Tydeus. 

AUTONOE, daughter of Cadmus, king of The- 
bes, by Hermione, was wife of Anstaeus, and 
mother of A6laeon, whom his own dogs toie 
asunder. See Anstaeus, A&acon 
Also the sister of Ino and Agave, the mother of 
Pentheus was of this name as was one of the 
Danaides, one of the Nereides, and one of Pe- 
nelope’s attendants 

AUTONQEIUS HEROS, the Autonoemn hero, oi 
A^taeon, son ol Autonoe. 

AUTONOUS, a Grecian chief, killed by Hedlor, 
and a Trojan killed by Patroclus 
AUTUMN . This season was represented as a 
young man, with a basket of fruit in one hand, 
and caressing a dog with the other. 
AVENTINUS MONS See Mount Av, ntme 
AVENTINUS, a principal leader in the Latun 
war against Aeneas V irgil makes him the son 
of Hercules, and the priestess Rhea 
AVERNUS, a lake of Cam]xinia, in Italy, neai 
Baiae, famous among the ancients for its poi- 
sonous qualities they supposed it unnavigablc, 
and to send forth such poisonous vapours, that 
no bird could fly over it Of this celebrated 
lake, Strabo gives the following account Near 
Baiae lies the Lucrine bay, and, within it, the 
lake Avcrnus it was here that Homer had de- 
sciibed Ulysses as conversing with the ghost of 
Til esias , for here, they said, was the oracle 
sacred to the Shades, which Ulysses came and 
consulted concerning his return 1 he Aver- 
nus IS a deep and darksome lake, with a narrow 
entry from the outer bay, surrounded with 
steep banks, that hang threatening over it, and 
only accessible by the narrow passage through 
which you sail in. These banks were anciently 
overgrown with a wild wood, impenetrable to 
the human foot. Its gloomy shade impressed 


an awful superstition upon the minds of the be- 
holders, whence it was reputed the liabitation 
of the Cimmerians, who dwelt in perpetual 
night Whoever sailed thither, first offered 
sacrifice, and endeavoured to propitiate tlie m 
fernal powers, with the assistance of the priests, 
who attended at the place to dire6t the mystic 
performance Within, a fountain of pure water 
broke forth just ovei the sea, but no person ever 
believed it a fountain, under the idea of its being 
a vein of the Styx. Near this place was the ora- 
cle , and the hot waters frequent in those parts 
occasioned the belief, that they weie branches 
of the burning Phlegethon. The communica- 
tion with the Lucrine lake is still to be distin- 
guished, although now filled up with earth , 
the distance between the two is but a few paces. 
The poisonous effluvia from this lake was said 
to be so stiong, that, as observed, they proved 
fatal to birds endeavouring to fly over it , but 
after rooting up the wood, and building around 
it, no noxious eflefts weie felt. Virgil ascribes 
the poisonous exhalation not to the lake itself, 
but to the cavern ncai it, which was called A- 
vernus , oi the Cave cj the Sybil, through which 
the poets feigned a descent to hell hence, the 
proper name of the lake is Lacus Averm, the 
lake near the cavern, as it is called by some an- 
t lent authors It is now called Averno, is about 
two miles long, one broad, and so far now from 
having qualities noxious to birds, that many 
swim upon it A little to the west is the cave 
of the Sibyl, the noxious qualities of which 
seem also to be lost There are also the re- 
mains of walls standing, which some suppose 
to have been a temple of Apollo, and others of 
Pluto. Among the ancients, all places which e- 
mitted poisonous exhalations were Averm 

AU KESIA See Litbobolia 
AUXO AND HEGEMONE, the two Graces of the 
Athenians (for they acknowledged but two) 
were honoured under this title 
AVERRUNCT See Dti Averrunci 
AVESTA See Fire 

AVISTUPOR, a name of Priapus, who had tem- 
ples eredfed to him as the tutelar deity of vine- 
yards and gaidcns; he defended* them from 
thieves and birds destrudtive to the fruit For 
this reason, his image is usually placed in gar- 
dens, holding in his hand a sickle. 
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AXIEROS, AXIOCERSA, AXIOCERSUS, the 


three Cabin. 

AXINOMANTIA, a kind of magic, in which a 
stone was used called Gagate. 

AXION, son of Phegeus, and brother of Arsinoe. 

AXUR, ANXUR, ANXYRUS, AXURUS, that 
is, heaidlesi. Jupiter was worshipped as an i«- 
Jant in Campania, and particularly at Anxur, 
a city of the Volsci. 

AXYLUS, son of Teuthras, an hospitable prince ; 
according to Homer, killed by Diomedes. 

AZAN, son of Areas, king of Arcadia by Erato, 
one of the Dryads He shared his father’s king- 
dom with his two brothers, Aphidas and Ela- 
tus. His portion was called Azania. 

A mountain of Arcadia, sacred to Cybele, was 
also called Axati. 

AZESI A, a surname of Proserpine 

AZIZUS, a surname of Mars. 

AZONl, a term anciently applied to such of the 
gods as were not the private divinities of any 
particular country or people, Imt were acknow- 
ledged as gods in every country, and worship- 
ped by every nation These Aroni were an 
order above the visible and sensible gods, which 
were called Zonaei, who inhabited some parti- 
cular part of the world, and never remained 
out of the distri^ or zone assigned them. 

AZORUS, one of the Argonauts. 

AZRAIL, the Angel of Death. The Mahome- 
tans have several ridiculous traditions concei n- 


AZR 

ing this angel. He is supposed to have been 
particularly concerned in the creation of Adam 
The angels Gabriel, Michael, and Israfil, they 
say, were sent by God, one after another, to 
fetch, for that purpose, seven handfuls of earth 
from different depths and of different colours ; 
but the Earth, being apprehensive of the con- 
sequences, and desiring them to represent her 
fear to God, that the creature he designed to 
form would rebel against him, and draw down 
his curse upon her, they returned without per- 
forming God’s commands ; on which he sent 
Azrail, who executed his commission without 
remorse ; for which reason God appointed him 
to separate the souls from the bodies, and he 
was therefore called the Angel of Death. They 
relate likewise, that this angel passing once by 
Solomon, in a visible shape, and looking at a 
person who was sitting with him, the man asked 
who he was ? and upon Solomon’s acquainting 
him that it was the Angel of Death, the man 
said. He seems to want me, wherefore order the 
wind to carry me hence into India which be- 
mg accoidmgly done, the angel said to Solo- 
mon, I looked so earnestly at the man out of 
wonder, because I was commanded to take his 
soul m India, but found him with thee m Pa- 
lestine. This story is told in relation to the 
Koran, where it is said No soul hnowetb in •what 
land it shall du. 
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Baal, BEL, or BELUS, an idol of the Chal- 
deans and Phoenicians, or Canaanites the for- 
mer worshipped Mars uiivler this name, as ap- 
pears from Josephus, who, speaking of Thu- 
rus, successor of Ninus, says • To this Mars 
the Assyrians erected the first statue, and wor- 
shipped him as a god, calling him Baal. It is 
probable the Phoenicians worshipped the Sun 
under the name of Baal, for Josiah, desirous of 
compensating for the wickedness of Manasseh, 
in worshipping Baal and the host of heaven, put 
to death the prmts who burnt tncense unto Baal, to 
the Sun, and to the Moon, and to the Planets, and 
to all the Host of Heaven. He likewise took away 
the horses that the kings of Judah had given to the 
Sun, and burnt the chariots of the Sun with fire — 
The temples dedicated to this deity are called 
in scripture Chamanm, which signifies places 
inclosed with walls, and including perpetual 
fire Maundrell, in his journey from Aleppo 
to Jerusalem, observed some traces of these en- 
closures in Syria , most of them were void of 
statues j m a few there were some, but of no 
uniform figure I'he word Baal, in the Punic 
language, signifies lord or master, and, doubt- 
less, the supreme deity ; the lord and master 
of the universe. It is often joined with the 
name of some false god, as Baal-berith, Baal- 
peor, Baal-zephon, and the like. This deity 
passed from the Phoenicians to the Carthagi- 
nians, who were a colony of the Phoenicians, 
as appears from the Carthaginian names Han- 
nibal, Asdrubal, &c. according to the custom 
of the East, where kings and great men added 
to their own names those of their gods I'his 
false deity is frequently mentioned in scripture, 
in the plural number Baalim, which may sig- 
nify either that the name Baal was given to 
-different gods, or that there were many sta- 
tues bearing different appellations consecrated 
to this idol. Amobius tells us, that Baal was 
of an uncertain sex, and that his votaries, when 
they called upon him, invoked him thus. Hear j 
us, whether thou art a god or goddess > Some learn- 1 
Vohl. 3 


ed men think, that the Baal of the Phoenicians 
is the Saturn of the Greeks , which seems pro- 
bable, from the conformity between the human 
sacrifices offeied to Saturn, and those which we 
learn from the scriptures, were offered to Baal. 
Others are of opinion, that Baal was the Peoe- 
nician or Tyrian Hercules, a god of great an- 
tiquity in Phoenicia The Mahometans relate, 
that Abraham, before he left Ur of the Chal- 
dees, took an opportunity, when the Chaldeans 
were abroad in the fields celebrating .i great 
festival, to break m pieces all their idols except 
Baal, at whose neck he hung the axe with 
which he had accomplished his purpose, that 
they might suppose Baal himself was the au- 
thor of the mischief Thus the Koran ** We 
gave unto Abraham his direction heretofore, 
and we knew him to he worthy of the revela- 
tions wherewith he was favoured Remember 
when he said unto his father and his people, 
what are these images to which ye are so entirely 
devoted? They answered. We found our fathers 
worshipping them He said, Verily, both ye 
and your fathers have been in a manifest error 
They said. Dost thou seriously tell us the truth, 
or art thou one who jestest with us ? He re- 
plied, Verily, your lord is the Lord of the hea- 
vens and the earth , it is he who hath created 
them, and I am one of those who bear witness 
thereof. By God, I will surely devise a plot 
against your idols, after ye shall have retired 
from them, and shall have turned your backs 
And in the people’s absence he went into the 
temple where the idols stood, and he broke 
them all m pieces, except the biggest of them, 
that they might lay the blame upon that And 
when they were returned, and saw the havock 
which had been made, they said Whp hath 
done this to our gods ? lie is certainly an im- 
pious person And certain of them answered. 
We heard a young man speak reproachfully 
of them, he is named Abraham. They said. 
Bring him, therefore, before the eyes of the 
people, that they may bear witness against 

Q 
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him. And when he was brought before the I ancient Jews supposed him to be no other than 


assembly, they said, hast thou done this unto 
our gods,OAbiaham? He answered. Nay, that 
biggest of them hath done it , but ask them if 
they can speak And they returned unto them- 
selves, and said, the one to the other. Verily, 
ye are the impious persons. Afterwards they 
relapsed into their former obstinacy, and said. 
Verily, thou knowest that these speak not. A- 
braham answered. Do ye therefore worship, 
beside God, that, which cannot profit you at 
all, neither can it hurt you ? Fie on you, and 
upon that which ye worship beside God ! Do 
ye not understand ? They said. Burn him and 
avenge your gods.’* Mahomet was indebted to 
the Jews for this story, who tell it in a manner 
somewhat different , for they say that Abra- 
ham performed this exploit in his father’s shop, 
• during his absence ; and thatTerah returning, 
and demanding the occasion of this outrage, 
Abraham told him, that the idols had quar- 
relled about an offering of fine flour brought 
them by an old woman, and that the hugest of 
them, Ifeal, had got the better of the rest, and 
broken them to pieces They add, that Terah, 
in the excess of his passion, carried his son be- 
foreJ^imrod, to punish his insolence. See Bel, 
Belus 

BAAL-BERITH, the god of the Shechemites 
Bochart conje6lures, that Beritb is the same as 
Beroe, daughter of Venus' and Adonis, who 
was given in marriage to Bacchus ; and that 
she gave her name to the city of Berith in Phoe- 
nicia, and became afterwards the goddess of 
it Baal-Berith signifies lord of the covenant, and 
may be taken for the god who presides over 
alliances and oaths, in like manner as the 
Greeks had their Ztvt and the Romans 

their Deus Ftdius, or Jupiter PtsUus The idola- 
trous Israelhtfls made Baal-Berith their god, 
and erefted altars to him, on which were of- 
fered human sacrifices 

BAAL-GAD, the god of happiness, an idol amongst 
the Phoenicians. 

BAAL-PEOR,BAAL.PHEGOR,orBEEL-PHE. 
GOR, an idol of the Moabites and Midianites 
We are told that Israel joined himself to Baal- 
Peor, and that Solomon erected an altar to this 
idol Uipon the Mount of Olives. Who this 
Baal-PeOr was, hath not been determined. The 


Priapus ; and that his worship consisted in the 
most obscene practices. Maimonides 
they exposed their privities before this idol ; 
and Solomon larchi goes so far as to affirm, 
that Baal-Peor was so called * eo quod distende- 
bant coram eo foramen podicis, et stercus qfferebant; 
because, they distended their posteriors before 
him, and offered to him the deposits. Others 
have taught, that as Baal is a general name, 
signifying lord, Peor may be the name of some 
great prince deified after his death. Mede and 
several imagine, that Peor being the name of 
a mountain in the country ofMoab, on which 
the temple of Baal was built, Baal-Peor may 
be only another name of that deity, taken from 
the situation of his temple, just as Jupiter is 
stiled Olympius, because he was worshipped 
in a temple built on Mount Olympus. Selden, 
who is of this opinion, conje&ures, from the 
words of the Psalmist, that Baal-Peor is the 
same with Pluto. They joined themselves to Baal- 
Peor, and ate the offerings of the dead ; though by 
the sacrifices, or offerings of the dead, in this pas- 
sage, may be meant no more than sacrifices or 
offerings made to idols or false gods, who are 
very properly called the dead, m contradis- 
tinAion to the true god, who is stiled m scrip- 
ture the living god It is certain that his priests 
offered human sacrifices, and what is still more 
unnatural, they ate of the vi^ims they offered. 

BAAL-SEMEN, an appellation of the idol Baal 
amongst the Chaldeans, and the chief of the 
ancient Phoenician deities. Sanchoniatho re- 
lates, that Genus and Genea, the offspring of 
ProtogonusandAeon, dwelt in Phoenicia , but 
that when great droughts came, they stretched 
their hands towards the Sun ; for him, he saith, 
they thought the only lord of heaven, calling 
him Beel-samin, which, in the Phoenician lan- 
guage, has that signification. See Baal. 

BAAL-TIS Of this deity little is known- San- 
choniatho speaking of the gods Cabin, tells us, 
that Chronos gave the city Beryla to Neptune 
and the Cabin, and Byblos to the goddess 
Baal-Tis. SeeBeltha. 

BAAL-ZEBUB, BEEL-ZEBUB, BEEL-ZE- 
BU r, OR BEL-ZEBUB, the idol or god of the 
Ekronites. In scripture he is called the Ptmee 
of Demons. His name is rendered The lor4 of 



BAA 


PANTHEON. BAC lu 

jlUs, or The God-Jly, which some think was a BABACTES, a surname of Bacchus, 
mock appellation bestowed on him by thejews BABIA, a deity of the ancient Syrians, mention- 


others more plausibly suppose him to have 
been so stiled, for the same reason as Hercules 
was worshipped under the appellation of 
Airo/*u»of the Fly -driver This deity had a famous 
temple and oracle at Ekron Ahaziah, king 
ofisiael, having fallen from the ten*asofhis 
house into a lower room, and being dange- 
rously hurt, sent to inquire of this deity, if he 
should be cured of his wounds. The worship 
of this false god must have prevailed in our 
Saviour’s time, since the Jews accused him of 
driving out demons in the name of Bel-Zebub 
their prince. Scaligcr derives the name from 
Baalim-Zebabm^ which signifies, ibe lord of sa- 
crfius. Under what form this deity was re- 
presented IS uncertain. Some place him on a 
throne, in the attire of a king , and others, in 
the figure of a fly. See Acbor. 

BAAL-TZEPHON, on ZEPHON, is supposed 
by the Jewish Rabbins, and from them by Gro- 
tius, to have been an idol set up as a mark or 
boundary between Egypt and Canaan , Zepbon 
signifying in Hebrew to contemplate, or observe 
The Hebrews, after three days march, came to 
Baal-Zephon, which, if it meant a town, as 
some imagine, it seems to have been unknown 
to ancient geographers. Eusebius taking it for 
the name of a place, and not of an idol, fixes 
it near Clysma, on the most northern point of 
the Red Sea, where the children of Israel are 
supposed to have crossed The Jerusalem 
Targum I'elates, that all the statues of the 
Egyptian gods having been destroyed by the 
exterminating Angel, Baal-Zephon w'as the 
only one that resisted, whence the Egyptians 
conceived a great idea of his power, and re- 
doubled their devotion to him. Moses observ- 
ing them to crowd around the idol, petitioned 
Pharaoh, that he might accompany the Israel- 
ites on their journey. Pharaoh assented , but, 
whilst they were occupied on the shore of the 
Red Sea, in gathering up such precious stones 
as the river Phison had carried into the Gihon, 
and the Gihon to that sea. Pharaoh surprised 
them, but deferring to attack the Israelites till 
the next day, for the sake of sacrificing first to 
Baal-Zephon, they passed the Red Sea, and es- 
caped him. 


ed in the life of Isidorus, whei’e we are told, 
that the Syrians, and especially they of Damas- 
cus, called new-born infants, and even young 
men and woman, Babia, from a deity whom 
they worshipped under that name hence it 
should seem, that Babia was the goddess of in- 
fancy^and youth Some write, that Babia was 
worshipped under the image of an infant , that 
it was common among the Syrians to call their 
children by her name, especially, such as they 
intended to dedicate to the priesthood ; that 
young children were offered up in sacrifice to 
this idol , and that the mothers heard, without 
relenting, the cries of their tortured off- 
spring. 

BABYS, the biotlicr of Marsyas, whom Apollo 
would have treated as he had Marsyas himself, 
but for tlie intci position of Pallas 
BACCIIAE, the pi icstcsses of Bacchus, who ce- 
lebrated the Orgia, or mysteries of that god 
They were also denominated Maenides, Bassa- 
rides, Thyades, Mimallonides, Cladones, &c. 
The Bacchae were oiigmally a troop of bold, 
enthusiastic women, who attended Bacchus in 
his expedition to the Indies, and materially 
contributed to his conquests They ran through 
the mountains, shouting Evobe Bacebe, i. e Bac- 
chus be bappyf In the intoxication of frenzy 
they tore asunder animals, and devoured them 
raw On approaching the Indian army, they 
applied to their drums and cymb.ils, which, 
accompanied by then howling, shiieking, and 
blandishing of thyisuses, terrified the ele- 
phants of their opponents, and put them to 
flight After their return fiom this Indian 
expedition, they instituted an annual feast to 
the honour of Bacchus, in which they renewed 
then fi antic exploits As the women of Ma- 
cedonia weic moic lem.irkable than any other 
for celebrating the iestiv.ils of Bacchus, so of 
these Olympia-i, the mothei of Alexander, was 
pre-cinment, insomuch, that she brought into 
theThiosi.oi jmblir assemblies, tame serpents, 
which twined about the Ihyrsuses and chap- 
lets of the women, both to the surprize and 
hoi ror of the men Plutarch tells us, that after 
the Phocaens had taken Delphi, the priestesses 
of Bacchus were seized with a Bacchic fury# 
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and rambling about by night, they came to 
Amphissa without knowing it, where, being 
fatigued, they lay down, and slept in the mar- 
ket place. The women of the city fearing, 
lest the Phocaen soldiers should offer violence 
to the Bacchae, surrounded them in crowds, 
and kept the most profound silence for fear 
of disturbing them The priestesses awaking, 
recovered from their phrenzy, were honourably 
treated by the Amphissians, and waited upon 
to their own homes. The same author adds, 
that Aristotimus, having acquired the govern- 
ment of Elis, the Elians, to obtain some fa- 
vour, sent the priestesses of Bacchus to solicit 
him, adorned with the chaplets sacred to 
their god ; but the tyrant ordered them to be 
beaten, driven, and fined at two talents each 
This incensed the Elians to such a degree, that 
they conspired against him, and threw oft* his 
government. The Bacchae are generally re- 
presented m furious and distorted postures, 
clothed in the skins of wild beasts, their hair 
dishevelled amidst ivy and vine crowns, in 
the manner of Bacchus, and carrying a thyr- 
sus or vine-branch twined round with ivy.— - 
They are sometimes, however, painted in a 
less violent state, discriminated indeed by the 
same attributes, but no less by a smile of al- 
most rustick gaiety, in which the extremities 
of the mouth are drawn upward, the jirofilc 
of the countenance flattened, and the nose, 
though not ugly, tending to the likeness of a 
goat’s The grace of this charadter resembles 
the airs of Corregio’s heads See Baubanalia 
bacchanalia, religious feasts in honour of 
Bacchus, celebrated with much solemnity a- 
mong the ancients; particulailythe Athenians, 
who, till the commencement of the Olympiads, 
even computed their years from them The 
Bacchanalia are sometimes called Orgia, from 
the Gieek c^yini fury, transport, from the mad- 
ness and enthusiasm accompanying the cele- 
bration They were holden in autumn, and 
took their rise from Egypt ; whence, accord- 
ing to Diodorus, they were brought into Greece 
by Melampus. The form and dispositon of the 
solemnity depended, at Athens, on the Ar- 
chon, and was at firet exceedingly simple ; but, 
by degrees, became encumbered with abun- 
dance of ceremonies, and attended with a world 


of dissoluteness and excess ‘ insomuch that the 
Romans, who had adopted them, were ashamed 
of the ex hibition, and suppressed them through- 
out Italy, by a decree the senate. The wo- 
men partook in the solemnity, which is said to 
have been instituted on their account [^See the 
article Raccbac."} These priestesses, at the time 
of the feast, ran wild in every diredfion, shout- 
ing and screaming ; each a thyrsus in one hand 
and a torch in the other. On these occasions 
both men and women intermingled, all naked, 
except the cl ustersand vine-leaves on their heads 
and their loins . they danced and frolicked with 
strange gesticulations, and sung hymns to Bac- 
chus, till, becoming giddy, they fell in the wild- 
est delirium. The Bacchanalia, as at Athens, 
were, at first, simple a vessel of wine, adorn- 
ed with a vine-branch, was brought forth, a 
goat followed, next was carried a bushel of figs, 
and, lastly, the Phalli the frantic ceremonies 
mentioned being afterwards annexed ; to which 
we may add, that the distracted rout attending 
these ceremonies was, upon one of these solem- 
nities, followed by persons carrying certain 
sacred vessels, the first filled with water , to 
them succeeded a seleCt number of honourable 
virgins, called Canepborae, becatise they carried 
little baskets of gold, holding all sorts of fruit. 
In these consisted the most mysterious part of 
the solemnity, and therefore, to amuse the com- 
mon people, serpents were put into them, which 
sometimes crawling forth, astonished the be- 
holders Next was the Periphallia, being a 
company of men carrying the Phalli, or poles, 
at the extremities of which were fixed figures 
representing the organ of generation Those 
who bore them were crowned with violets and 
ivy, and had their faces covered with other 
kinds of herbs They were called Pballopbo- 
roi, and the song they repeated Pballica. Af- 
ter these followed the Itbupballoi, in women’s 
apparel, striped with white, reaching to their 
ancles, garlands on their heads, wreathes of 
flowers in their hands, and in their gestures 
imitating inebriety. There were also certain 
persons called Dtcnopboroi, whose business it 
was to carry the A»xm», or mystical van of Bac- 
chus, an implement essential to this and other 
solemnities and sacrifices of the god. Such 
were the Athenian Bacchanalia , for the manner 












BAC PANTHEON. BAC 117 


of celebrating them among the Romans seems 
not to have been altogether so frantic. In rea- 
lity« the Bacchanalia was a Grecian feast, and 
though long tolerated, never publicly establish- 
ed at Rome , but holden by night in the grove 
of Simila. After its prohibition, recorded by 
Livy, some persons seem still to have continued 
the pradtice. There were divers sorts of Dio- 
nysia, or Bacchanalia, among the Greeks ; for 
the name is frequently given to all the solemn 
feasts of Bacchus ; the first, observed in the 
Spring, in the month Elapbebolion, called 
certx«, or T« n evil, because solemnized within the 
city ; sometimes or the great Bacchana- 

lia, and sometimes absolutely, and by way of 
eminence, Aiovunas, or Bacchanalia, as being the 
most celebrated of all the feasts of this deity at 
Athens. The second, celebrated in autumn, 
in the month Posideon, and called more parti- 
cularly AtivxiM, Lenaea, sometimes x»r Ay^st, 
or the rural feast, because celebrated in the fields, 
sometimes also Aievuo-toe/utx^a, or the lesser Baccha- 
nalia. 

The Anthestena are by some thought to have been 
sacred to Bacchus, under the denomination of 
A(oi>u<ri» A^^oux, or old Bacchanalia , though o- 
thers account them two different feasts, and 
the latter no other than the great Bacchanalia, 
called Ap^xix, or Apx,xio1tpx, by way of contradis- 
tindtion to the lesser, or rural sort, which are 
denominated Niwrip*, or the newer To these 
may be added the Atevuri« Bpxvgunx, held at Brau- 
ron, in Attica , the NuxT»if»«, not to be reveal- 
ed , the ApxxAxx, held by the Arcadians ; and 
the Tf**Iiipix«, by the Thebans, to commemorate 
the three year’s expedition of Bacchus to India 
Plutarch will have the Grecian Dionysia, whicli 
corresponded with the Roman Bacchanalia, to 
be the same with the Egyptian Pamylia, cele- 
brated in honour of Osiris, the same with the 
Grecian Bacchus. Plato, speaking of the Bac- 
chanalia, says, he had seen the whole city 
of Athens, upon this occasion, plunged in drun- 
kenness and Livy informs us, that the licen- 
tiousness of the Bacchanalian feasts having se- 
cretly gained footing in Rome, the most shock- 
ing disorders were pradtised under the covert 
of night, and that those who were initiated in 
these abominable mysteries, were obliged by 
an oath, attended by the most horrid impreca- 


tions, to conceal them. The senate being in- 
formed of it, suppressed the celebration, first 
in Rome, and afterwards through Italy Mont- 
faucon gives us a description of a fine agate vase, 
belonging to the treasury of St Dennis, in th% 
form of a cup or bowl, on the sides of which 
are represented the Bacchanalian mysteries 
the principal symbols are the head of a Satyr, 
a drum, or sistrum, hung on the bough of a 
tree, a vine, festooned with grapes, with a goat 
endeavouring to get them, and the head of a 
Baccha, or priestess, bound about with vine- 
leaves and clusters of ivy. 

BACCHEIA. See Dionysia 

BACCHEMON,the son of Perseusand Andromeda. 

BACCHIS, a bull consecrated to the Sun, and re- 
vered at Hermonthis, in Egypt , his hair grew 
against the grain, and contiary to that of any 
other animal. 

BACCHUS. Cicero mentions five of this name , 
the first son of Jupiter and Proserpine, the 
second son of Nilus, who killed Nysa , the third 
son of Caprius, king of Asia , the fourth son 
of Jupiter and Luna, in honour of whom the 
ceremonies called Orphic are supposed to have 
been instituted , and the fifth son of Nisus and 
Thione It is remarkable that among these 
five we do not meet with the son of Jupiter, the 
distinguished Bacchus of antiquity This last, 
the subjeft of the present article, was son of 
Jupiter, by Semele, daughter of Cadmus, king 
of Thebes, in which city young Bacchus is said 
to have been born Juno, having discovered 
the amour of her husband and Semele, was 
highly incensed To be revenged, she disguised 
hei self m the shape of old Beroe, Semele ’s Epi- 
daurian nurse, and persuaded Semele to solicit 
that Jupiter would visit her as he did Juno — 
The god heard, and granted the request , but 
her moi tal frame, unable to sustain the energy 
of the deity, who approached her in the full ef- 
fulgence ol his glory, Semele perished in his 
embraces. Being, however, pregnant at the 
time, the young Bacchus was taken from her 
womb, and sewed up by Sabazius in Jupiter’s 
thigh, where he i emained two months, to com- 
plete the period of gestation * whence he ob- 
tained the epithet Bmater. During this inter- 
val, it IS said that Jupiter halted ; especially 
when pricked by the horns of the child. Some 
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authors relate, that the child was rescued from 
his mother’s ashes by the Nymphs, who washed 
him in a running spring, and undertook the 
charge of bringing him up Others, that Mer- 
cury carried him to them at Nysa, a city of A- 
1 abia. 'J'he 1 lorae, or Hours, are said, by some, 
to have performed this office , whilst a diflferent 
account makes the Hyades his nurses Others 
affirm that Jupiter, taking the child from his 
thigh, at Naxos, committed him to the care of 
Fhilia, Coronis, and Clyda , whilst others again 
consign him to Ino, Autonoe, and Agave, the 
sisters of his mother There is also a common 
opinion that Mercury, by Jupiter’s ordeis, car- 
ried him into Euboea, to Macris, daughter of 
Aristaeus, who first anointed his lips with ho- 
ney, and then provided for his tuition , but 
Juno, enraged that he should find proteftion in 
a place sacred to her, banished Macris from Eu- 
boea The exile fied to the country of the Phae- 
aces, and there fostered him m a cave. Ano- 
ther story, disagreeing with the account above 
given of Semelc’s death, relates that Cadmus, 
on hearing of his daughter’s amours, inclosed 
both herself and child in a chest, which, being 
committed to the water, was wafted to Oreatae, 
a town of the Laconians , that Semele found 
dead, was there honoured with a splendid fu- 
neral , and the child, nursed by Ino in a cave, 
continued m their country a considerable time 
This diversity of opinion concerning Bacchus, 
may probably have arisen from the number of 
that name , and hence a confusion in the history 
of each. It may, notwithstanding, be observ- 
ed, that Diodorus makes but one person of the 
first and third, who was the Bacchus Sabazius, 
a Phoenician, and one of the great gods Cabiri 
Bacchus was reputed by some to be, at once, 
male and female, old and young , though o- 
thers, becausje he was generally represented as 
beardless, exitept at Elis, attribute to hinvthe 
bloom of perpetual youth. In his youth, hav- 
ing been seized by a party of Tyirhenian pi- 
rates, whilst asleep on the shore of Naxos, they 
attempted to convey him away ; but he, sud- 
denly assuming a monstrous shape, they sought 
to escape , but, perceiving vines about their 
masts, and ivy on their oars, they rushed into 
the sea, and were turned into dolphins ; all ex- 
cept the pilot, who opposed their attempt, 


Bacchus, when grown up, was persecuted by 
Juno, and becoming weary, in his flight, fell 
asleep An amphisbaena, or serpent with two 
heads, attacked him, which, on waking, he 
killed with the twig of a vine. J uno afterwards 
struck him with madness, during which he 
wandered over a great part of the world ; and, 
passing through Syria and Egypt, Proteus, king 
of Egypt, was the first who received him. He 
next went to Cybella, a city in Phrygia, where 
being expiated by Rhea, he was initiated into 
the mysteries of Cybele Lycurgus, king of 
the Edoni, affronted him in this journey, for 
which Pacchus deprived him of his reason ; so 
that, when he thought to prune his vines, he 
cut off the legs of his son Dryas, and the ex- 
treme parts of his own body. Bacchus, during 
the war with the Giants, distinguished himself 
gieatly in the form of a lion, while Jupiter, to 
cm ourage him, cried euboe^ or bravely done ! a 
woid aftcrwaids used in the rites of this god. 
Others say, that in this rebellion the Titans cut 
Bacchus to pieces, but that Pallas took his heait 
while yet panting, and carried it to her father 
Jupiter, who, collecting the other members, 
reanimated his body, after a sleep of three 
nights with Proserpine Mythologists explain 
this by observing that vine-cuttings will grow, 
but require three years before they bear. The 
most memorable exploit of Bacchus was his ex- 
pedition to India, which employed him three 
years He set out from Egypt, where he left 
Mercury T rismegistiis in quality of co-regent, 
and appointed Hercules his viceroy Busins he 
constituted president of Phoenicia, and Antoe- 
us of Libya , after which he marched with a 
prodigious army, carrying with him Triptole- 
mus and Maro, to teach mankind the arts of 
tillage, and planting the vine His first pro- 
gress was westward, and during his course he 
was joined by Pan and Lusus, the first of whom 
gave his name to Spain, or Hispania, and the 
other his to Lusitania, or Portugal. Altering 
his views, he returned through Ethiopia, where 
the Satyrs and Muses were added to his train ; 
and thence crossing the Red Sea, he penetrated 
through Asia, to the remotest parts of the East, 
in the mountuns of which country, near the 
source of the Ganges, he eredled two pillars, to 
shew that he had visited the confines of the ha- 
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bitable world. On his return he built Nysa, i 
and other cities ; and passing the Hellespont^ 
came into Thrace, where he placed Maro, who 
founded the Maronaea to Macedo he gave the 
coiftitry called from him Macedonia, and left 
Triptolemus in Attica, to instruft its inhabi- 
tants. Returning with glory, he made a tri- 
umphal entry into Thebes, offered part of his 
spoils to Jupiter, and sacrificed to him the rich- 
est spices of the East He then applied himself 

solely to affairs of government, reformed abuses, 
ena^ed good laws, and consulted the happiness 
of his people , for which he not only obtained 
the title of Tbesmopborus, or the Lawgiver, but 
was deified after his death. The women who 
accompanied Bacchus, as his priestesses, were 
called Maenades, from their madness , Thya- 
des, from their impetuosity , Bacchae, from 
their intemperate depravity ; and Mimallones, 
or Mimallonides, from their mimicing their 
leaders. There were likewise in his tram Dae- 
mons, Satyrs, and Fauns , with Lenae, Nymphs, 
and Naiades. It is fabled of these Bacchae, that 
when they struck the earth with their thyrsuses, 
there sprung up rivulets of milk and honey , 
and of Bacchus, that when he had cut in pieces 
a sheep, it instantly reunited and pastured - — 
The favourite wife of Bacchus was Aiiadnc, 
whom he found in the isle of Naxos, abandoned 
by Theseus. He ioved her so passionately, as to 
make her crown a constellation in the heavens 
By her he had Staphilus, Thyoneus, Hymena- 
eus, &c. To Bacchus there belonged a variety 
of names, the meaning of which will be found 
under each. He was called Bicornis, Bii^iater, 
Brisaeus, Bromius, Bruma, Eugenes, Daemon 
Bonus, Dionysius, Elens, Elelus, Euchius, Evan, 
Evehus, Evous, lacchus, Lenaeus, Liber, Lilx*r 
Pater, Lyaeus, Lyceus, Nebrodes, Nisoeus, 
Ny^lilius, Reetus, Tauriceps, Tauriforny^, 
Thyoneus, Triumphus, and Zagreus. The 
festivals of Bacchus, for which the reader will 
likewise consult the alphabet, were the Ambro- 
sia, Apaturia, Ascolia, Bacchanalia, Dionysia, 
or Orgia, Brmnalia, Canephoria, Epilenaea, 
Oseaphoria, Phallica, and Trieteiica The 
viftims agreeable to this god were the goat and 
the swine ; because these ai imals are destruc- 
tive to the vine. Among the Egyptians they 
sacrificed a swine to him before their doors , 


and the dragon, and the pye on account of its 
chattering the trees and plants used in his 
gai lands were the fir, the oak, ivy, bindweed, 
the fig, and vine ; as also the daffodil, or nar- 
cissus. Bacchus had many temples erefted to 
him by the Greeks and the Romans. There 
was one at Samos, concerning the building of 
which Pliny tells a remarkable story. Elpis, a 
Samian, having sailed to Africa, and coming 
on shore, saw a lion. To avoid him, he as- 
cended a tree, and invoked Bacchus to his aid . 
the lion, prostrating himself at the root, inces- 
santly distended his jaws , for, in devouring 
his prey, a bone had stuck between his teeth. 
In this condition he looked up to Elpis, and 
seemed to implore his assistance Elpis hesi- 
tated long, but, at last, ventured to descend, 
and extrafled the bone In return for this 
kindness, as long as his benefactor remained on 
that coast, the lion supplied him with food — 
Elpis, on his arrival in Greece, built a temple 
to Bacchus the Gaper, in allusion to the gaping ^ 
of the lion — Bacchus was the god of good- 
cheer, wine, and hilaiity ; and of him, as such, 
the poets have not been niggard in their praises * 
on all occasion of mirth and jollity, they con- 
stantly iinokcd his presence, and as constantly 
thanked him for the blessings he bestow'cd.— 
To him they ascribed the forgetfulness of cares, 
and the delights of social converse To re- 
peat the ascriptions of the poets, would, on 
this topic, be endless By the poets this deity 
is described as a youth, of a plump figuie, 
and naked, with a ruddy face, and an eflemi- 
nate air ; he is crowned with ivy and vine- 
leaves, and bears in his hand a thyrsus, or ja- 
velin with an iron head, encircled with ivy and 
vine leaves his chariot is sometimes drawn by 
lions, at others by tigers, leopards, or pan- 
thers ; and surrounded by a b.ind of Satyrs, 
Bacchae, and Nymphs, in frantic postures, 
whilst old Silenus, his prcceptoi, follows on 
his ass, which crouches with the weight of his 
burden. On the Duke of Beaufort’s Sarcopha- 
gus, at Badminton, he appears as a young man 
mounted on a tiger, and habited in a long robe 
4 n one hand he holds a thyrsus, and with the o- 
ther poui-s wine into a horn, whilst one foot 
rests on a basket. His attendants are the Sea- 
sons, properly habited, intermingled with P aims. 
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Genii, Sylvans, &c. Mr. Spence hath observed. 
That the most usual attributes of Bacchus, in 
the figures that remain to us, are his thyrsus, 
his vine, and ivy crowns, his syrma, or long 
triumphal robe, his nebris, or Faun’s skin, and 
his cothurni, or buskins these are frequently 
described too by the Roman poets, who more- 
over sometime mention his having a mitre on 
his head, and sometimes wreaths of flowers, 
either of winch I do not remember to have ob- 
served in any statue or relievo. The cantha- 
rus, calathus, or scyphus, in the hands of Bac- 
chus, and the tiger that we see so often in some 
fond posture or other at the feet of his statues, 
seem equally to relate to his charafter of being 
the god of wineandjollity It is said somewhere, 
I think in Diodorus Siculus, that Bacchus first 
introduced the vine into Europe, and pro- 
bably he brought it with him after his con- 
quest of the Indies, in which country that 
plant grew naturally, and particularly about 
Nysa, the place most peculiarly sacred to Bac- 
chus, (it being here that Alexander the Great, 
after he was received into the city of Nysa, 
had his army to see the famous mountain there 
consecrated to Bacchus), hence the ancients 
gave him his known character of, the god of 
drinking , but, though he had that charadter, 
it is uncommon, in the old statues of Bacchus, 
to see him drunk , and it is yet less common to 
find any descriptions in the ancient poets that 
represent him in that condition I can recoi- 
led but one of that kind that I ever met with, 
and even in that it is rather said, that he pre- 
tended to be drunk, than that he really was so. 
Our modern ideas of Bacchus seem to be taken 
from the old charaders of Bacchus and Silenus 
confounded together Silenus, indeed, is al- 
most always drunk wherever one meets with 
him. We have readily retained that idea of 
this attendant of Bacchus, in our northern 
drinking part of the world, and so have mixed 
up the youth of Bacchus with the plumpness 
and sottishness of H^lenus ; and, to finish all, 
instead of an ass, we set him usually astride a 
tun This, indeed, is our very lowest and most 
vulgar idea of Bacchus , yet, most of our bet- 
ter modern painters and statuaries have gone 
so far into it, as to have almost lost the original 
idea of Bacchus, and have brought him from 


the finest shape and face that can be imagined, 
(for in beauty and elegance of form he was the 
only deity who rivalled Apollo) to a fat, jolly 
boy, who is usually above half drunk Horace 
calls Bacchus, in general, the modesty decent god, 
on some occasions, the joyous god ; and once, 
in speaking of him as the cause of drunken- 
ness, the immodest god. With us he has lost all 
his modesty, and appears always either drunk, 
or, at least, very ready to be so. 1 suppose it 
was under this joyous or gayer charadler of 
Bacchus that he was considered, of old, as the 
inspirer of poets, several of whom used some- 
times to take a good share of that Juice, which 
this god introduced into our part of the world. 
However that be, they certainly speak of Bac- 
chus and Apollo as their joint inspirers their 
Parnassus rose with two distin6t summits, one 
of which was called Nysa, and was sacred to 
Bacchus, as the other, called Cyrrha, was to 
Apollo , and the Roman poets of old seem to 
have wore their ivy crowns in respeft to Bac- 
chus, much more frequently than their laurel 
ones in respeft to Apollo. From what I have 
been saying, one might explain some relievos 
I have seen of Bacchus, attended by the whole 
choir of the Muses, much better than I have 
ever heard them explained The Muses are 
the proper attendants of Bacchus under this 
chara6ler, and, as Horace intimates m one of 
his odes, are as justly attached to him as Cupid 
is to Venus.” — Such are the remarks of Mr. 
Spence. Upon a refleftive study of the antique, 
it will be found, that the ideal youth of Bacchus 
partakes of the figure of a Eunuch, and exhibits 
the blended resemblance of both sexes. It is 
under this form that the god appears, till the 
perfect developement of his growth. In the 
most beautiful figures of Bacchus, his limbs 
are at once delicate and round ; and his hips, 
like those of a female, fleshy and protuberent ; 
Bacchus having been brought up like a girl, 
Pliny hath mentioned the statue of a Satyr, 
with a figure of Bacchus habited like Venus ; 
whence Seneca describes him as a female in 
disguise. The contours of his limbs are delicate 
and flowing, and his knees resembling a young 
boy’s, or a eunuch’s, with scarce any indica- 
tion of bone, or of muscle. The proper image 
of this divinity is, that of a youth in the state 
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of adolescence, approaching to a consciousness 
of pleasurable emotions, and seeking to com- 
bine his scattered perceptions. His features, 
though full of ineffable sweetness, but partially 
exhibit the gaiety within. A serenity of joy 
is inseparable from the ancient representations 
of Bacchus, whether he appear as a hero or 
warrior • hence he is never seen in company 
with Mars, whom Euripides describes, as a foe 
to the Muse s. Apollo, in some of his statues 
bears a striking resemblance to Bacchus, inso- 
much that, as Macrobius relates, the one has 
been taken for the other, which will seem the 
less strange, as no god, besides them, had long 
flowing hair Bacchus, however, was not al- 
ways revered as a youth. Sometimes, he was 
exhibited at full age, and with a beard, as in- 
dicative of it , this charafter becoming the vic- 
toi of India. Of the heads and busts of Bac- 
chus m his latter capacity, the most known 
are crowned with ivy, especially those on the 
Sliver medals of Naxos, which have on their 
leverse a Silenus with a cup The whole length 
figures of Bacchus the conqueror, when stand- 
ing, are clothed to the feet Such is their ap- 
pearance on two marble vases, wrought in 
relief, one in the Faruese palace, and the o- 
ther, which is the finest, in the cabinet of 
Herculaneum. Of the same god there is a 
figure at Naples, in the Porcenari colledlion, 
sitting in triumph, bearded, crowned with 
laurel, and clothed in a robe elegantly em- 
broidered His drapery may either be pui pie 
or white As L^er Pater, his bust has a gar- 

land of ivy At first, he was worshipped in the 
form of a column. 

laving related the history of Bacchus at large, 
let us advert to the import of the fable. — 
This personage is seldom named in modern 
times, but as a sensual encoiirager of jollity 
and excess ; he however was regarded in a 
more respeftable light by the ancients, and 
worshipped in diffferent countries under diffe- 
rent appellations. In Egypt he was called, 
Osiris ; in India, Dionysius , Liber through- 
out the Roman dominions ; Adoneus, m Ara- 
bia j and Pentheus by the Lucanians It is 
natural to suppose, that the Greeks and Ro- 
mans, as was their pradlice, ascribed to the 
Bacchus they worshipped, the adlions and at- 
Vol. J. 4 


tributes conjoined with the name Though 
five are mentioned to whom it belonged, an- 
tiquity hath chiefly distinguished but two , him 
of Egypt, son of Ammon, the same with Osi- 
ns, and him, of whom we professedly treat. 
The Egyptian Bacchus was brought up at Nysa , 
and he, it is said, was the conqueror of India ; 
for Bacchus, the son of Scmele, was the young- 
est of the Grecian deities Diodorus Siculus 
tells us, that Oipheus tiist deified the son of 
Semele, by the name of Bacchus, and institut- 
ed his ceremonies m Gieece, in honour of the 
family of his grand-father Cadmus According 
to Sir Isaac Newton, the great Bacchus flou- 
rished but one generation before the Argonau- 
tic expedition Hermippus i epresents him as 
potent at sea, and that by land he conquered 
eastward as tar as India, returned in triumph, 
brought his army over the Hellespont, subdued 
Thrace,and humanized its inhabitants by music, 
dancing, and poetry According to Diodorus 
Siculus, it was the son of Semele who invented 
farces and theatres, and who first established 
a school for music, exempting from military 

avocations all such as excelled in the art 

Whence, says the same historian, musicians 
united in companies, have frequently en- 
joyed considerable privileges Dr. Burney 
observes, that the Dithyrambics, which gave 
biith to dramatic representations, are as an- 
cient as the worship of Bacchus in Greece , and 
there is little doubt but the ceremonies of his 
mysteries gave rise to the pomp and illusions 
of the theatre Many ot the most splendid 
exhibitions upon the stage, for the entertain- 
ment of the people at Athens and Rome, be- 
ing pertoimed upon the festivals of Bacchus, 
gave occasion to call all those employed in 
them, whether in singing, dancing, oriecit- 
ing, servants of that god Pausanias speaks of 
a place at Athens consecrated to Bacchus the 
singer, thus named, he says, from the same 
reason that Apollo is called the ebuf suxd con- 
duSlor of the Muses, whence it should seem, 
that Bacchus was regarded by the Athenians, 
not only as the god ot wine, but of song ; and 
it must be owned, that his votaries have faith- 
fully followed the example. Indeed, we are 
certain, that in none of the celebrities of this 
divinity was music forgotten by the ancients, 

R 
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as is evident from the remains of their art ; 
where we find, that not only musicians of 
both sexes performed on the lyre and the 
flute, accompanied with songs, but that Fauns 
and Satyrs also joined on their timbrels, cym- 
bals, and horns. These Suidas calls his Min- 
strels , and Strabo Bacchae, Bacchi, Lenae, 
Mamillones, Naiades, Nymphae, Satyri, Sileni, 
Thyae, and Tityri Though the confusion of 
cliaiaftcjs which the variety of Bacchuses has 
occasioned, will baffle the efforts of critical re- 
search, yet, from this difficulty it is obvious to 
remark, that if Bacchus, son of Semele, were 
a6lually the patron of drunkards, dancers, 
singers, and theatrical exhibitions, he was not 
the most likely agent for the conquest of India , 
norfor disseminating agriculture, and the more 
useful arts Tooke observes, that two mean- 
ings are implied m this fable, and that Bac- 
chus is an emblem either of Nimrod or Moses 
1 From the similitude of the word Bacchus 
to Barchus, which signifies the son of Chus, 
that is, Nimrod 2 It is thought the name 
of Nimrod may allude to the Hebrew word 
Namur, or the Chaldee Namer, a tiger ; accord- 
ingly, the chariot of Bacchus was drawn some- 
times by tigers, and himself clothed in the 
skin of that beast 3 Bacchus is sometimes 
railed Nebrodes, which is the very name of 
Nimrod Moses stiles Nimrod a great hunter, 
and we find that Bacchus is stilcd Zagrem, 
which, in Greek, signifies the same thing Nor 
IS it absurd to say, that Nimrod presided over 
the vine, since he was the first king of Babylon, 
where the best wines abounded, as is often 
allowed by the ancients Others think, that 
Bacchus is Moses, because many things in the 
fable of the one seem derived from the story 
of the other For 1 Some feign that he was 
bom in Egypt, shut up in an ai*k, and thrown 
upon the wateis, as Moses was 2 The sur- 
name Btmaier, which belongs to Bacchus, may 
be ascribed to Moses, who, besides one mother 
by nature, had another by adoption, in the 
person of Pharaoh’s daughter. 3. They were 
both beautiful, brought up in Arabia, good 
soldiers, and had women in their armies. — 
4 Orpheus directly states Bacchus a Lawgiver, 
calls him Moses, and further attributes to him 
the two tables of the law s. Bacchus was cal- 


led Bicorms, and, accordingly, the faceof Moses 
appeared double-homed, when he descended 
from the mount j the rays of glory which dart- 
ed from his brow resembling the protrusion of 
horns. 6. As snakes were sacrificed to Bacchus, 
and a dog assigned him as a companion, so Mo- 
ses ere^ed in the wilderness a serpent, and was 
attended by Caleb, which, in Hebrew, signi- 
fies a dog. 7. As the Bacchae brought water 
from a rock by striking it with their thyrsuses, 
and the country, wherever they came, flowed 
with milk, honey, and wine ; so the land of 
Canaan, into which Moses condudted the 
Israelites, not only flowed with milk and ho- 
ney, but abounded also with wine. 8. Bacchus 
dried up the rivers Orontes and Hydaspes, by 
striking them with his thyrsus, and passed 
through them, as Moses also passed through 
the Red Sea 9 It is further said, that a twig 
of ivy thrown upon the ground by one of the 
Bacchae, crept like a dragon, and twined about 
an oak and 10 That the Indians once were 
covered with darkness, whilst the Bacchae en- 
joyed a perfect day. Henc e, this much will 
follow, that the ancient inventors of fables 
borrowed many things from the Scriptures to 
eke out their conceits. Thus Homer says, 
that Bacchus wrestled with Pallene, to whom 
he yielded , a fable corresponding to the An- 
gel’s wrestling with Jacob. In like manner 
Pausanias reports, that the Greeks at Troy, hav- 
ing found an ark which was sacred to Bacchus, 
Euripilus opened it to view its contents, and 
was immediately stricken with madness ’ a 
fable evidently grounded on the story of the 
Bethshemites, in the second book of Kings.-.— 
Again, the poets feign, that Bacchus was of- 
fended at the Athenians, because they despised 
his solemnities, and did not receive them with 
due respedl, when brought by Pegasus from 
Boeotia into Attica ; whereupon he afflicted 
their privities with a grievous disease, for 
which there was no cure, till, by advice of 
the oracle, they solemnized the rites due to 
the god, and ere6ted Phalli, or images of the 
parts afflidted, to his honour ; whence the 
feasts and sacrifices called Phallica were cele- 
brated yearly among the Athenians. One egg 
is not more like to another than this part of the 
fable to the history of the Philistines, who, be- 
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ing punished with emerods for their irre- 
verence to the ark, on consulting their di- 
viners, were told, that they could not be cured, 
unless they made golden images of emerods 
and consecrated them to the God of Israel.— - 
To arrive at the true origin of this deity, we 
must again go back to Egypt, the mother 
country of the gods, where ^cchus was no 
other than the Osiris of that people ; whence also 
another Bacchus will be seen to have come. It 
has already been remarked, that their Horus 
changed his name and attributes, according to 
the seasons and operations, he was intended to 
direft. To commemorate the ancient state of 
mankind, he appeared under the symbol of a 
child, attended by a seraph, and assumed the 
name of Ben Seniele, or, the child of the repre- 
sentation This was an image of the weakness 
and imperfeftion of husbandry after the De- 
luge. The Greeks, not knowing what the figuie 
was designed to express, called it the son of 
Semele ; and, to add to his honour, made Ju- 
piter his father ; or, according to the eastern 
stile, produced him out of his tliigh they 
further embellished the story with the marvel- 
lous death of his mother, and so completed the 
fable Let us add, that in all the ancientforms 
of invocation to the Supreme Being, they used 
the expressions afterwards appropriated to 
Bacchus ; such as, loTerombe ! let us cry to the 
lord ; lo ! or, lo Baccoth ' God ^ee our tears , 
Jehova, Hevan, Hevoe, and Eloah ' the author 
of our existence f the m^hty God ; Hu Esh ' thou 
art the fire ; and Etta Esh ' thou art the life — , 
These exclamations were repeated m after 
ages by the people, who had no longer any 
sense of their true signification, but applied 
them to the objects of their idolatiy. In their 
huntings they used the outcries of lo Saboi 
Lord thou art an host to me : and lo Nissi , Lord 
be my guide! which, with a little alteration, be- 
came titles of the deity whose history we re- 
cord. The Romans, or Latins, of all these 
preferred the name of Baccoth, of which they 
composed Bacchus ; the more delicate ear of the 
Greeks chose the word lo Nissi, out of which 
they formed Dionysius. Hence it is plain that 
no real Bacchus ever existed, but that he was 
only a mask or figure of some concealed truth. 
In short, whoever attentively reads Horace’s 


inimitable ode to this god, will see that Bac- 
chus meant no more than the improvement of 
the world by tillage, and the culture of the vine 

BACIS, a celebrated diviner, whose name was 
transferred to others of his fraternity. 

BACOTI, the name of a witch whom the people 
of Tonquin consult. When a child dies, the 
mother, to learn the state of its departed spi- 
rit, applies to Bacoti, who beats a drum, to 
summon it before her, and acquaint her of its 
condition. A favourable report is generally 
made to the mother, who, no doubt, rewards 
the intelligencer accordingly. 

BAD, the name of an Angel or Genius who, ac- 
cording to the tradition of the Magi, presides 
over the Winds he also superintends every e- 
vent which happens on the 22d of each month 
in the Persian year 

BAEl'YLION, BAETYLIA, or BAETYLOS, 
anointed stones, worshipped among the Greeks, 
Phrygians, and other nations of the East , and 
supposed, by modern Naturalists, to be the 
same with our cerauma, or thunder-stone San- 
choniatho says that Uicinus, or Coclus, devised 
Baetylia, contriving stones that moved, as hav- 
ing life but Bochart thinks that the original 
word, which signifies haxnng life, was mistaken 
by the transcriber, foi anotlier nearly resem- 
bling it, signifying anointed The Baetylos, a- 
mong the Greeks, is represented as the same 
with the Abadtr among the Romans The Bac- 
tylia, of the ancient mythologists, are consi- 
dered by some as a kind of animated statues, 
invented by Coclus, in his war against Saturn 
others derive their origin and worship fiom the 
stone which Saturn is said to have swallowed 
by mistake for his son Jupiter others from the 
pillar of stone which the patriarch Jacob ere6t. 
ed at Bethel, and the Jews afterwards wor- 
shipped ; whence the usual etymology of the 
word The priests of Cybele boie a Baetylos 
on their breast, representing the Mother of the 
gods , but it is a mistake to suppose this the 
only representation of the goddess they carried 
about them. These Baetylia were greatly 
venerated by the ancient Heathens many 
of their idols were no other In reality, no 
sort of idol was more common in the East, 
than that of oblong stones erected, and hence 
termed by the Greeks Kiem» pillars. In some 
R2 
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parts of Egypt they were planted on both sides 
of their public roads In the temple of Heho- 
gabalus, in Syua, was a stone of this kind, pre- 
tended to have fallen from heaven ; and the 
same was affnmed of a famous black stone in 
Pliiygia These llaetylia, though honoured as 
icpresentiiig the mother of the gods, were 
commonly shapeless masses. The Romans sent 
for the Phrygian stone, and the priests belong- 
ing to it, with much ceremony, Scipio Nausica 
being at the head of the embassy. See Aba- 
dtr 

BAGOE, a nymph who instructed the Tuscans 
to divine by thunder It is pretended she was 
the Sibyl Erythraea, or Erophyle 
BAHAMAN, the name of a genius, who, accord- 
ing to the Persian Magi, has the government 
of oxen, sheep, and all animals which may be 
domesticated or made gentle 
BAINMADU, an idol of Indostan, worshipped 
in a pagod built on the bank of the Ganges It 
is held in so great veneration, that as soon as 
the pagod is opened, the Indian priests, or 
brachmans, fall flat on their faces, and some, 
with large fans, keep away the flies from the 
object of their devotion. 

BAIVA, an idol of the Laplanders, adored as the 
lord of light and heat Some think it the Sun , 
others, that it is fire. Some relate that the 
great deity Thor was called by these people 
Tiermes, or Aijeke, when invoked to preserve 
their lives, and secure them from the insults of 
the demons , but, on other occasions, Baiva. 
BAL, the same with Baal 
BALANCE See Tbemts 
BALCAZAR. See Pigmalion. 

BALIUS AND XANTHUS, horses of Achilles 
Homer represents them as immortal, and the 
offspring of Zephyrus and Podarge 
BALLETUS, a feast observed at Eleusis, in At- 
tica, to thi honour of Demopboon, the son of 
Celeus. 

BALTE, the nymph, said to have been the mother 
of Epimenides 

BANDAGE See Fortune, Cupid, Tbemts. 
BAPTAE, an effeminate, voluptuous, and de- 
bauched order of priests at Athens, belonging 
to the goddess Cotys, or Cotytto, the goddess 
of lewdnefsa^i whose mysteries were celebrated 
in the night, with every kind of obscenity. — 


They take this name from their stated dippings 
and washings, by way of purification ; and those 
who were initiated into their rites, were dipped 
in warm water. It seems they were to be made 
very clean and pure, that they might wallow 
and defile themselves the more , for their noc- 
turnal rites consisted chiefly of lascivious dances, 
and other abominations. Some deduce the de- 
nomination Baptae from the practice of dying 
and painting their bodies, especially their eye- 
brows, and officiating at the service of their 
deity, with the parade and demureness of wo- 
men Hence Kotut 0* ^lawwTws, a votary of Cotys, 
was proverbially applied to men who spent their 
time in dressing and perfuming. Eupolis hav- 
ing written a comedy, entitled B(Kir7*», to expose 
them, they, in revenge, threw him into the sea. 
The same fate is said to have befallen Cratinus 
also, another poet at Athens, who had ridiculed 
them, m a comedy under the same title. See 
CotytUa. 

BARATRON, solemn games in Thesprotia, 
wherein the strongest obtained the viClory It 
is not said upon what account they were insti- 
tuted. 

BARB AT A, an epithet of Venus among the Ro- 
mans , because, when their women were trou- 
bled with a disease which occasioned their hair 
to fall ofL they prayed to that goddess, who re- 
stored them their tresses On this account 
they represented her with a comb and a beard, 
as the insignia of both sexes , and that she might 
be thought to superintend the generation of 
both 1 o render this idea the more obvious, 
the upper parts of her image exhibited a nian, 
and the lower a woman. 

BARBATA, a name of the goddess Fortune — - 
Servius Tull us had a chapel dedicated to her 
under this title 

BARGE, the nurse of Sichaeus. 

BARDI, OR BARDS. The word Bard, being a 
primitive, can neither be considered as a com- 
pound, nor traced back to a root more remote. 
It signified a poet by genius and profess’on, 
who, in the language of Ossian, "sung the 
battles of heroes, or the heaving bosoms of love.” 
The propensity to assimilate with our species, 
to enter into their hopes and their fears, to in- 
vestigate their aCfions and effefls, and partake 
of their joys and their sorrows, is a principle 
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common to us all • when the story, therefore, 
of individuals or communities is exhibited in 
verse, and accompanied with vocal modulation, 
the recital cannot but delight An ear, a voice, 
musical skill, and, still more, poetical genius, 
are requisite to excel in an art so complex But 
as the union of such talents is rare, the few who 
possess them will attrafil admiration. Hence, 
in ancient days, Bards were holden in the high- 
est admiration Every festival and solemnity 
was graced by their presence, and their songs, 
reciting the achivements of heroes and of kings, 
awaked the love of glory in every bosom, and 
animated each hearer to deeds of emulation. — 
Homer, who was a bard himself, hath mentioned 
Demodocm as one, and stiled him divine : A»ijwo- 
^tio( AOIAO£ 

■ till evening they prolong 

The rites, more sacred made by heav’nly song 

For in the midst, with public honours grac’d, 

Thy lyre divine, Dtnuuitcus was plac’d. 

Pope. 

Pbenuus, another Bard, is introduced also by 
him, deprecating the wrath of Ulysses Cicero 
reports, that at Roman festivals, anciently, the 
virtues and exploits of their great men were 
sung , and the same custom prevailed in Mex- 
ico and Peru, as w-e learn from Garcilasso and 
other authors We have for authority Fathei 
Gobien, that even the inhabitants of the Ma- 
rian islands have Bards, who are greatly ad- 
mired, because in their songs are celebrated the 
feats of their ancestors But m no part of the 
world did the profession of Bard appear with so 
much lustie as in Gaul, Britain, and Ireland — 
Wherever the Celtae, or Gauls, are mentioned 
by ancient writers, we seldom fail to hear of 
their Druids and their Bards ; the institution 
of which orders was the capital di8tin6lion oi 
their manners and polity. The Diuidswere 
their philosophers and priests, the Bards their 
poets, and recorders of their prowess Both 
orders seem to have subsisted among them from 
time immemorial, as chief members of the state. 
The Celtae possessed, from remote ages, a re- 
gular system of discipline and manners, which 
appears to have had a deep and lasting influ- 
ence. Amniianus Marcellinus gives this ex- 
press testimony, that amongst them flourished 
the study of the most laudible arts, which were 


introduced by the Bards, whose office it was to 
sing m heroic verse the gallant aftions of illus- 
trious men ; and by the Druids, who lived to- 
gether in societies, after the Pythagorean man- 
ner, and, philosophising upon the highest sub- 
jefts, asserted the immortality of the soul — 
Though Julius Caesar, in his account of Gaul, 
does not expressly mention the Bards, yet it is 
plain, that under the title of Druids, he com- 
prehends the whole order, of which the Bards, 
who probably were disci pies of the Druids, made 
a part It deserves to be remarked, that, ac- 
cording to this account, the Druidical institu- 
tion had Its origin in Britain, and thence passed 
over into Gaul so that they who aspired to be 
adepts in that learning, were wont to resort to 
Britain. He adds, that such as were to be ini- 
tiated among the Druids, were obliged to com- 
mit to their memory so many verses, that some 
weie occupied foi twenty years in this course 
of education ; and that they did not think it 
lawful to recoid these poems in writing, but 
consigned them liy tradition from race to race. 
So strong was the attachment ol the Celtic na- 
tions to their poetry and their Bards, that a- 
midst all the changes of their government and 
their maimers, even long after the order of the 
Druids was extinft, and the national religion 
alteied, the Bards continued to flourish, not 
as sti oiling songsters, but as an oidcr highly 
respected in the state, and supjxirtcd at the pub- 
lic charge We find them, according to Stra- 
bo and Diodorus, before the age of Augustus, 
and they have continued, undei the same name, 
to a late pei lod, both in Scotland and in Ireland 
It IS well known that, m both countries, every 
Regains, or chieftain, had his own Bard, who 
w as considered as an officer of rank in his court. 
Of the honour in which the Bards were held, 
many instances occur in the poems of Ossian.— 
On all important occasions they were the am- 
bassadors between hostile chiefs, and their per- 
sons were reverenced as sacred. “ Cairbor 
feared to stretch his sword to the Bards, though 
his soul was datk Loose the Bards, said his 
brother Cathmor, they are the sons of other 
times their voice shall be heard in other 
ages, when the kings of Temora have tailed ” 
Ac( ording to Dr. Henry, the Bards, as well as 
the Druids, were exempted from taxes and mi- 
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litary services, even in times of the greatest 
danger ; and when they attended their patrons 
in the field, to record and celebrate their great 
a6lions, they had a guard assigned for their pro- 
te€tion. At all festivals and public assemblies 
they were seated near the person of the king, 
or chieftain , and, sometimes, above the nobles 
and officers of the court. Nor was the profes- 
sion of the Bard less lucrative than honourable , 
for, besides the valuable presents which they 
occasionally received from their patrons, when 
they gave them uncommon pleasure by their 
performances, they had estates in land allotted 
for their support So great was the veneration 
which the princes of those times entertained 
for their poets, and so highly were they charm- 
ed and delighted with their strains, that even 
capital crimes were pardoned for a song. In 
such esteem were their verses, as to immorta- 
lize the memory of those whom they praised, 
and so sacred their persons, that if a Bard inter- 
posed when two armies were ready to charge, 
or even the onset was begun, both parties laid 
down their arms, to hear what he had to pro- 
pose It is obvious to imagine that a profession 
so honourable and advantagious, which enjoyed 
so many flattering immunities and distinctions, 
would not be readily deserted. The reverse in 
faCt was the case, and so much did their num- 
bers increase, as, in Ireland particularly, to 
' - surpass our belief. In Ossian we read of a hun- 
dred belonging to one prince alone, singing 
and playing in concert for his entertainment 
Every chief Bard, who was called Allah Redan, 
or DoBor in Poetry, was allowed to have thirty of 
his inferiors to attend him; and every Bard of the 
secondranka retinue of fifteen. Though the an- 
cient Britons of the south had originally thesame 
poetic genius and taste, yet none of their com- 
positions are now to be found nor is this at 
all to be wondered at, for after they had yielded 
to the Romans, and their martial spirit was 
lost, it could afibfd them but little satisfaction 
to hear the exploits of their ancestors. The 
Romans, besides, if they did not practise the 
same barbarous policy which was long after 
inforced, by Edward I. — of putting the 
Bards to death, when he had completed the 
conquest of Wales, — would at least discourage 
their order, and discountenance the recital of 


their poems. These sons of song being thus 
persecuted by their conquerors, and negleCted 
by their countrymen, either abandoned their 
country or their profession, and their songs, 
no longer heard, were soon forgotten. It is 
probable that the Britons, as well as many o- 
ther nations of antiquity, had no idea of poems 
made only to be repeated, and not accompa- 
nied by music This, we are told by two wri- 
ters of credit was the case in Gaul, and conse- 
quently, at that period, in Britain. The Bards, 
says Diodorus Siculus, sung their poems to the 
sound of an instrument, not unlike to a lyre. — 
And, according to Ammianus Marcellinus, 
the Bards celebrated the brave aCtions of illus- 
trious men, in heroic poems, which they sung 
to the sweet sounds of the lyre This account 
is confirmed by the general strain, and by par- 
ticular instances in the poems of Ossian. “ Be- 
neath his own tiee, at intervals, each Bard sat 
down with his harp They raised the song 
and touched the stung, each to the chief he 
loved.” The invention of writing introduced 
a considerable change in the profession of a 
Bard. It is now agreed that no poetry is fit for 
musical accompaniment, but what is in itself 
simple , or, if it divide the attention, it makes 
but a faint impression. But when a language, 
in its progress to maturity, is enriched with 
variety of phrases, fit to express the most ele- 
vated thoughts, men of genius aspired to the 
higher strains of poetry, leaving music and song 
to the Bards. Homer, in a vague sense, may 
be termed a Bard, as, in that charafter, he 
strolled from feast to feast but he was not a 
Bard in this appropriate sense , for, though he 
recited his poems to crowded audiences, yet 
they are too complex for music, and he probably 
neither sung, nor accompanied them with the 
lyre. The Troubadours of Provence were Bards 
in the stri6l sense of the term, and made a capi- 
tal figure in those days of ignorance, when few 
could read, and fewer could write. In later 
times the songs of the Bards were taken down 
in writing, which gave every one access to them 
without a Bard ; whence the profession hath 
gradually declined. Among the Highlanders 
of Scotland reading and writing, in their own 
tongue, is not common, even now : a circum- 
stance which continued the existence of their 
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Bards, after the order had long ceased in the 
neighbouring nations. See Druids. 

BARK. See Cbaron. 

BARKER, the poetical name of Anubis, the dog- 
headed deity of the Egyptians. He was also 
called Homanubis, his sagacity being so great, 
that some think him the same with Mercury. 
See Anubis 

BARLENUS, a deity of the people of Noricum, 
but no particulars are extant relative to him 

BASCYLUS, son of Tantalus, king of Phrygia, 
and Anthemoisia, and brother of Pelops, Pro- 
teus, and Niobe. 

BASILEIA. SetTbeia. 

BASILEIA, a festival at Lcbadca in Boeotia, 
noticed by the Scholiast on Pindar. 

BASILEUS, a chief under Cyzicus, king of the 
Dollans, slain by Telamon, one of the Argo- 
nauts, in their voyage to G)lchis 

BASILIS, a surname of Venus. 

BASSAE, a place in Arcadia, where a temple was 
eredled to Apollo 

BASSAREUS, a title of Bacchus, derived by 
some, but absurdly, from the long robe worn 
by his priests, whereas that, and 

BASSARIS, OR BASSERIDES, a priestess, or 
attendants of Bacchus, are evidently deriva- 
tives of Batsar, to gather grapes. 

BAT ALA, the name of an idol among the peo- 
ple of the Philippine islands, which signifies 
God the Creator; for they believe this idol made 
all things in the beginning, out of nothing. 
They have another idol, which signifies Time, 
because they believe he began with the world, 
and will, at last, put an end to it 

BATHYCLAEUS, son of Chalcon of Achaia, was 
killed by Glaucus 

BATIA, a Naiad who married Oebalus , also, a 
daughter of Teucer, and wife of Dardanus 

BATON, the charioteer of Amphiaraus, to whom 
divine honours were paid. 

BATTIADES, the people of Cyrene were so call- 
ed from Battus 

BATTUS, son of Neleus, and servant to Adme- 
tus, king of Phares, having detefted Mercury 
in stealing his master’s cattle, which had been 
committed to the care of Apollo, was bribed 
by the thief with the most beautiful cow, on a 
promise not to betray him. The god, how- 
ever, suspe6ling his fidelity, resolved to try 


it, and having assumed a different form and 
voice, promised him a bull and a cow if he 
would tell him where he might find the lost 
cattle Battus, unable to resist the temptation, 
discovered the secret, upon which Mercury 
changed him into Touchstone, which since has 
been made the criterion of gold. — There was 
another 

BATTUS, son of Polymnestes, a descendant 
from Euphemus, son of Neptune, one of the 
Argonauts who accompanied Jason to Colchis, 
and was thus called from his stammering, for his 
true name was Aristotalcs, At the command of 
the oracle at Delphi, he quitted the island of 
Therae, now Santorini, the place of his na- 
tivity, with a colony, and proceeding to Lybia, 
there founded the city Cyrene, on the spot 
where Anstaeus, the son of Apollo and Cyrene, 
was born After his death, Battus was here re- 
vered as a god 

BAUBO, OR BECUBO, a woman who entertained 
Cei es when seeking her daughter 

BAUCIS AND PHILEMON, a poor old couple 
who inhabited a cottage in Phrygia. Jupiter 
and Mercury travelling over that country, 
were kindly received by them, after being re- 
fused entertainment by every one else. To 
punish the people for their inhumanity, these 
gods desolated their country by a deluge but, 
to reward the kindness of their hosts, conduct- 
ed them to the top of a mountain, whence they 
beheld the deluge, and their own little hut 
standing above the waters, and converted to 
a temple Jupiter promising to grant them 
whatever they should request, they desired 
permission to serve m this temple, and that 
they might both die together Their wishes 
were granted , for, after having enjoyed a 
happy old age, they were changed, in the same 
instant, into trees at the gate of the temple. 
Philemon to an oak, and Baucis to a teil- 
tree. 

BEBRICII AND BEBRYCES, a people of Thrace, 
who migrated to Bithynia, where, under a pre- 
text of exhibiting games and public diversions, 
they collected a great number of the inhabi- 
tants in a forest as spectators, and put them to 
death Amycus their king, was killed by Pol- 
lux and the Argonauts, whom he attempted, by 
a stratagem, to destroy 3 
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BEBRYCE, a daughter of Danaus, who is said to 
have spared her husband, and given name to 
the Bebrycn. 

BECUBO SceBaubo 

BEELPHEGOR See Baa'-Peor. 

BEELZEBUB See Baal-Zchub, 

BEERGIOS, one of the sons of Neptune, who 
was killed by Hercules 

BEL, OR BELUS, the supreme god of the ancient 
Chaldeans or Babylonians. He was the founder 
of the Babylonian empire, and is supposed to 
be the Nimrod of Scripture, and the same as 
the Phoenician Baal The Greeks, who fetch 
the derivation of every thing from their own 
language, say, that Jupiter had a son by Juno 
whom he called Belwt, because he was a most 
acute boy, deriving his name fiom BfX«f, an ar- 
row, which IS «gu9ti)tT0f ibatp-pomted Selden con- 
jedlures it should be i ead o^uumrot, .sxvift ofmotton, 
which IS more descriptive of an arrow St. 
Jerom says, that the idol Baal, Bel, or Bclus, 
was conseciated by Ninus, son ol Belus, in ho- 
nour of his father, and worshipped by the As- 
syiians, and, in another place, that Ninus 
anived to so great a pitch of glory, that he 
placed his father among the gods, w ho, in the 
Hebiew language is called Bel, and by the 
Sidonians and Phoenicians Baal. Berosus, 
giving an account of the origin of things, ac- 
cording to the dodlnne of the Babylonians, 
relates, that the god Belus, cutting the chaos 
and darkness in the midst, divided the earth 
and the heavens from each other, and reduced 
the world into order , but seeing it deserted and 
unpeopled, he commanded one of the gods to 
cut off* his o>\n head, and mix the earth with 
the blood that issued fiom it, whence proceed- 
ed men and the several species of beasts , and 
that Belus himself perfedfed the sun, moon, 
stars, and the five planets '1 his god had a 
temple eredled to him in the city ol Babylon, 
on the very uppermost verge of the famous 
tower of Babel, wherein were many statues of 
him, and one, among the rest, of massy gold, 
foity feet high. The whole furniture of this 
magnificent temple was of the same metal, and 
valued at eight hundred talents of gold. This 
temple, with its riches, was in being till the 
time of Xerxes, who, returning from his un- 
fortunate expedition into Greece, demolished 


it, and carried off the immense wealth which 
it contained. Some ascribe this action to his 
zeal for the Magian religion, and his aversion 
to that of the Sablans, (of which se<5t were the 
Babylonians) who worshipped god by images , 
but more probably his motive was political, 
and he dcstioyed the temple with a view to re- 
imbuise the expcnccs he had incurred m his 
Grecian expedition It was the statue of this 
god which Nebuchadnezzar, being returned to 
Babylon at the end of the Jewish war, set up, 
and dedicated in the plain of Dura , the story 
of which is related at laige in the third chapter 
of Daniel. See Baal. 

BELATUCADRUS, a deity of the ancient Bri- 
tons, paiticularly the Brigantes, or inhabitants 
of Cumberland, There is extant an altar of 
this god, inscribed, Bllatuc^dro Jul Civilis 
OPT V S L M 1 . e Belatucadro Julius Ctvtlis 
Pplio Tolum solvit libcm mcrito , and also preserv- 
ed in Cumberland a stone with this inscription, 
Dlo M-\kti Bllatucadro Ro VR R P Caii 
Oaussii, M whence it .tppears, that Belatuca- 
diub was the son of Mais ; and, it is probable, 
the name might betaken fiom Bel or Baal, the 
gieat idol of the Syrians, who, according to 
Cedranus, is the same as Mats, oi, according 
to others, theSww. 

BELENUS, the tutelar deity of the ancient inha- 
bitants of Aqiiileia, in Italy, of the Gauls and 
the Illyiians He was, according to Julius Ca- 
pitolinus, the same as Apollo, or the Sun This 
author relates, that when Maximiniis, after an 
inefledfual siege, sent ambassadors into Aqui- 
leia, with the hope of persuading the inhabitants 
to surrender, and had almost efiedled his pur- 
pose, Menophilos and his colleague opposed it, 
telling them, that the god Belenus had promised 
them the vidfory The historian adds, that the 
soldiers of Maximinus afterw ai ds reported, that 
Apollo had fought against them There are 
two old inscriptions at Aquileia, to Belenus, un- 
der the name of Apollo , the one Afollini Be- 
LENO Aug. in honoram C Pelti. the other, 
Apollini Beleno C Aqileius, Felix. The ety- 
mologies of Belenus are various , Pithoeus derives 
it fi om BtAof, an arrow, in allusion to the rays of 
the sun ; others from BfX«, which, in the Lacede- 
monian dialefl, signifies the sun and l^bt. Vos- 
sius deduces it from a Hebrew word, whence 
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Beel, Belis ; and from Belts, Belenus. Schedius 
fancies he hath found inBelenus the number 363> 
as the Basilidians found it in Abraxas ; for this 
purpose he writes the word with an n, instead of 
an and then, to render the numbers corre- 
spondent, thus 

BHAENO S \ 

2 8 30. J. 50 70 200 J 

The number 36J is that of the days in the year, 
and this seems to agree with the identity of 
this god and tlie Sun, who performs his annual 
course in that space. M Montfaucon, how- 
ever, will not allow that Belenus was taken 
for the Sun, either at Aquilcia or in Gaul 
his reason is this, in many inscriptions he is 
called Apollo Belenus, and although, physi- 
cally speaking, Apollo is the same as the Sun, 
yet the ancients, he says, in their civil worship, 
considcicd them as two dilferent divinities — 
He adds that Cicero, enumeiating the several 
Sols or Suns, spoken of by Theologus, diops 
not a hint that either of them was taken toi 
Apollo 

BELIDES, OR DANAIDES Tlicy ^^crc the 
fifty daughters of Danaus, son ot Belus, sur- 
named tbe ancient, who married Isis, after the 
death of Apis, about the same tune that 
Cecrops reigned at Athens -—This prince, 
coming fiom Egypt into Greece, expelled 
Sthcnclus, king of the Argives, reigned 
at Algos, and, by several women, had fifty 
daughters, who were called Beltdes, from then 
grandfather. Some quarrel having arisen be- 
tween him and Egyptus his brother, it deter- 
mined Danaus on his voyage into Greece , but 
Egyptus having fifty sons, proposed a recon- 
ciliation, by marrying them to his brother’s 
daughters The proposal was agreed to, and 
the nuptials were to be celebrated with singu- 
lar splendor, when Danaus, either in resent- 
ment of former injuries, or being told by the 
oracle that one of his sons-in-law should destroy 
him, gave to each of his daughters a dagger, 
with an injun6lion to stab her husband. They 
all executed the order but Hypermnestra, the 
eldest, who spared the life of Lyncaeus, and 
sent him to Lyrcea, a town near Argos, where 
he, by a lighted torch, gave notice of his safety, 
Vol. I. 4 


and received the same signal from his wife. 
These Belides, for their cruelty, were con- 
signed to the infernal regions, there to draw 
water in sieves from a well, till they had filled^ 
by that means, a vessel full of holes. 
BELISAMA, OR BELIZANA, a name under 
which Minerva was worshipped by the Gauls 
The same title was also conferred by them on 
Juno, Venus, and the Moon 
BELLEROPHON, his original name was Hippo- 
nous, because he first taught the art of ma- 
naging horses with a bridle He was son of 
Glaucus, king of Ephyra, by Eurymede, 
daughter of Sisyphus, and born at Corinth. 
Happening accidentally, in hunting, to kill 
his brother, he fled to Praetus, king of Argos, 
who gave him an hospitable reception , but 
Sthenoboaca, or, according to others, Antia, 
his queen, falling in love with the beautiful 
stranger, and finding that notliing could in- 
duce him to injure his benefadlor, she accused 
liim to her husband of an attempt on her ho- 
nour Praetus, not willing to violate the laws 
of hospitality, sent Belleiophou to lobates, 
king of Lycia, father of Sthenoboaea, with 
letters, desiring he would put the bearer to 
death whence the proverb IMletophon’s letters, 
equivalent to ibe letteis if Uriah lobates, at 
the receipt of these letters, was celebrating a 
festival of nine days, which prevented Belle- 
rophon’s destruction In the mean time he 
sent him against the Solymi and the Amazons, 
hoping he might iall in the conflict ; but 
Bellerophon, by his prudence and courage, 
returned viftorious lobates next employed 
him to destroy theChiinacra, a monster, whose 
foie- part resembled a lioii’s, and its middle a 
goat’s, whilst Its tail was like a serpent’s , but 
Minciva, or, according to otheis, Neptune, m 
consideration of his innocence, furnished him 
with the horse Pegasus, by whose assistance 
he killed the Chimaera. lobates, on his return, 
convinced of his truth and integrity, and 
charmed with his heroic virtues, received him 
with esteem, gave him in marriage Philonoe, 
his daughter, associated him on his throne, and 
declared him his successor ; which, when Sthe- 
noboaca heard, she killed herself through grief 
Bellerophon growing vain with his prosperity, 
resolved, by the assistance of Pegasus, to ascend 
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the skies, btit Jupiter checked his presumption , 
and striking him blind, he fell back to the 
earth, where he wandered, till his death, in 
misery and contempt Pegasus, however, pro- 
ceeded to heaven, and was given by Jupiter to 
Aurora, to bear her through her daily circuit. 
Let us endeavour to trace out the sense of this 
fable. The subjects of Cyrus, who before this 
time had been known by the name ofCuthaeans 
and Elamites, henceforward began to be dis- 
tinguished by that of the Persians, or Horsemen , 
foi it was he who first enured them to eques- 
trian exercises, and even made it a disgrace 
to be seen publicly on toot Pegasus, from pega, 
a bridle, and sus a bone, was no more than a 
reined steed His rider Bellerophon, from 
bal, a lord or leader, and bat oven, aubers or 
lanccmen, is the captain of the archers or lancc- 
men. The Cbwiaeta, tiom ary, a lion, nxal, or 
iirzil, a kul, and tooben, a diagon, having the 
form of a lion before, a dragon behind, and a 
goat between, is the simple representative of 
three leaders of the Solymi, a colony of the 
Phoenicians in Pisidea, whose names, in the 
language of that people, happened to signify 
these three creatures. The very place, in the 
country of the Argivcs, where Bellerophon 
mounted his horse and set forward, the Greeks 
called Kcntbippe, from xmiu, to stimulate or spur, 

and a horse Some others .itti ibute the 

fall of Bellerophon from Pegasus, to the latter 
being stung by a fly, which Jupiter sent for 
the purpose. The death of this hero is said to 
have happened one generation before the Tro- 
jan war He was reputed to have had two 
sons, Isander, who fell m battle against the 
Solymi, and Hippolochus, who succeeded to the 
throne of Lycia , besides a daughter, Hippo- 
damia, the mother of Sarpedon, by Jupiter. 
There is, however, in this, as in most of these 
fabulous histories, several palpable incongru- 
ities — Bellerophon is frequently exhibited with 
Pegasus on the Grecian coins. 

BELLERUS, the brother of Bellerophon. 

BELLINUS, the same as . 

BELLIPOTENS, a surname both of Mars and 
of Pallas, signifying powerful in arms, or the 
arbiter m war. 

BELLONA, the goddess of war, is generally 
reckoned the sister of Mars, though some re- 


present her as both his sister and wife. She 
IS said to have been the inventress of the nee- 
dle , and thence is supposed to have taken 
her name, CtKon signifying a needle. Bellona 
was sometimes confounded with Pallas, but 
the more corredl Mythologists distinguish 
them ; and, accordingly, Hesiod calls Bellona 
the daughter of Phorcys and Ccte, which was 
never said of Pallas. Varro adds, that she was 
sister of Mars, and anciently named Duelhona. 
The two names, originally Latin, equally sig- 
nify the Goddess of War This deity had a 
temple at Rome near the Circus Flaminius, 
built by Appius Claudius, where, in her sa- 
crifices, called Bellonarta, her priests, Bello- 
nani, used to slash themselves with knives. 
Just opposite stood the ColumnaBellica, or War- 
like Column, a pillar, whence a spear was thrown 
when the Romans declared war. Bellona was 
woi shipped 111 a particular manner atComona, 
a city of Cappadocia, her temple there was 
amply endowed, and her rites performed by 
a multitude of priests, under the authority of 
a pontiff, who yielded precedence to no one 
but the king. This pontiff was commonly 
cleftcd from the royal family, and his office 
was for life Strabo mentioning the worship 
paid by the Cappadocians to Bellona, says, 
that at the time of his travelling into that 
country, there were more than six thousand 
persons, of both sexes, consecrated to the 
service of her temple at Comona It was 
thought that Orestes and his sister Iphigenia, 
introduced this worship from Tauric Scythia , 
and that it consisted of similar rites to those 
of Diana Taurita. Camden remarks, that in 
the time of the emperor Severus, thdre was 
a temple of Bellona in the city of York, 
a remark, he had probably adopted from Spar- 
tian, who, speaking of that city, relates, that 
Severus, coming thither, and intending to 
offer sacrifice, was conducted to the temple 
of Bellona by the mistake of an ignorant au- 
gur This goddess was of a cruel disposition, 
delighting in bloodshed, and not only the 
attendant of Mars, but his rival in affronting 
danger Claudian introduces Bellona comb- 
ing snakes ; and another poet describes her 
with loose hair, imbrued in blood, brandish- 
ing a flaming fire-brand, and running through 
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the ranks of an army, uttering such shrieks as 
accompany the agonies of death. Bellona is 
commonly represented in an attitude expressive 
of distraftion and fury, her hair composed ot 
snakes clotted with gore, and her garments 
drenched in it ; she generally is seen driving 
the chariot of Mars, and urging on his horses 
with a bloody whip sometimes, however, she 
is drawn with a torch, and at otheis with a 
trumpet See a particular account of the wor- 
ship and priests of this goddess under the arti- 
cle Bellonaru. 

BELLONARIA, sacrifices of Bellona so called — 
See Bellonaru 

BELLONARU, priests of Bellona, goddess of 
war and battles. The Bellonarii cut and man- 
gled their bodies in a cruel manner, to pacify 
this deity In this they are singular, that they 
offered their own blood, not that of othei crea- 
tures, in sacrifice In the fury and enthusiasm 
which seized them on these occasions, they ran 
about raging, uttering prophecies, and foie- 
telling carnage, devastations of cities, and re- 
volutions of states whence Martial calls them 
turba entbeata Bellonae In after times they seem 
to have abated ot their zeal and their transpoi t, 
contenting themselves with signs and appear- 
ances of cutting. Lanipridius, however, re- 
lates, that the emperor Commodus, from a spi- 
rit of cruelty, converted the iarce again into 
tragedy, by obliging them to mangle then 
bodies as before. There is no account of the 
worship of this deity among the Cappadocians, 
though they honoured her in a particular man- 
ner. 

BELPHEGOR. See Baal- Pcot . ^ 

BELTIS See Baaltu, 

BELTH A, a goddess of the ancient Zabii, as we 
learn from Ben Isaac, an Arabian writer, who 
says they begin the year from the month Nisan, 
and keep holiday on the first, second, and third 
days, offering up prayers to their goddess Bcl- 
tha. They likewise enter their temples sacii- 
ficing and burning animals alive The Sabeans, 
who were worshippers of this goddess, scrupu- 
lously devoted their plunder to her temple - — 
Beltha seems to have been the same deity whom 
Philo Biblius calls Bualtis, i. e the Queen of 
Heaven, or the Moon. See BaalUs. 

BEMILUCIUS, a Gaulish god, found in Burgun- 
3 


dy, in a village called Ampilli, belonging to the 
Abbey ofFlavigni. The statue of him repre- 
sents a young man with short hair, covered witli 
a pallium, fastened to his shoulder, which ne- 
vertheless does not hide his nudity in his i ight 
hand he holds a bunch of grapes, and in his 
left some other fruits, which time has defaced. 
The inscription is Deobe Milvcio Vi. There 
is some difficulty in this inscription , it may 
either be read Deo Bemilvcio VI in which read- 
ing it will be difficult to explain the V 1 , oi we 
may read deo bemilvc iovi, which will give us a 
Jupiter of the country ot Burgundy The bunch 
of grajics agrees well with that country, whicli 
abounds in vineyards 

BEN AN HASCHA, the associates or companions 
of God The imaginary divinities which the 
Arabian idolaters worshipped before the ap- 
pearance of Mahomet In the cliapter of the 
Koran entitled Ekblait, or (f salvatwu, Maho- 
met having been asked by the Jews, Christians, 
Magi, and Idolaters, what was the god he pi cach- 
ed and worshipped ? answered, “ He is the one 
God, self-existcnt, wlio begets not, neither is 
begotten, and who has not his equal.” Hussain 
Vaez, on this verse, says, that this was pro- 
nounced not only against the Christians, but 
also against the Jews, who say that Ozair, or 
Esdras, is the Son of God, and against the A- 
rabian Idolateis, who maintained tliat Benan 
Hascha were his companions 

BENDIDEIA, a Ihracian festival in honour of 
Diana, who was, by the Thracians, called Ben- 
dis. From Thrace it v\as earned to Athens, 
where it was celebrated in the Piiaeus, upon 
the 19th or 20th ot the month Thargclion See 
the next article 

BENDIS, a goddess ot the ancient Thracians -- 
Hesychius makes her to be the Earth, as also 
the Moon, or Diana. She has the epithet 
Si\oyp((^, ^ carrying two spean , upon which 
word he observes, that she is so called by the 
poet Cratinus, in Tbremis, because she was 
doubly honoured, both as a celestial and ter- 
restrial deity. The worship ot this goddess 
was translated from Thrace to Athens. They 
stiled her festival Bendideta She was likewise 
called Diana Munycbia. 

BENEFICIUM. Among the Assyrians and Per- 
sians Bendkium was reckoned in the number 

S 2 
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of the deities, l)eing supposed the dispenser of 
good things, as Poena was reckoned the distribu- 
ter of evil 

BENSAITEN, the Japanese goddess of Riches 
When a mortal she w.is called Bunsjo, concern- 
ing whom the following story is told. Not hav- 
ing any children, she prayed to the Camis, or 
gods of the country, with such efficacy, that 
soon after she found herself pregnant, and was 
delivered of five hundred eggs. Being extreme- 
ly surprised, and fearing lest, if the eggs were 
hatched, they should produce something mon- 
strous, she packed them all up in a box, and 
threw them into the river Riusagawa, with 
this precaution however, that she wrote the 
word Fosjoroo upon the box. Some time after 
an old fisherman found this box floating on the 
waters, and seeing it full of eggs, carried it to 
his wife, but, to their astonishment, on hatch- 
ing them in an oven, a child came out of each 
By means of mugwort-leaves minced, and 
boiled rice, the old folks supported for some 
time the numerous progeny ; but at length be- 
ing forced to shift for themselves, they had re- 
course to robbing and travelled for the pur- 
pose It happened in their excursions, that 
they came to the very house which their mo- 
ther inhabited, and a servant asking their 
names, their reply was, they had none, but 
that they were a brood from five hundred eggs, 
and in the most urgent want of subsistence — 
This answer being reported to the mother, she 
sent to enquiie whether aught were written on 
the box in which their eggs had been found, 
and they replying the word Fosjoroo, were re- 
cognised as her offspring She was afterwards 
ranked among the goddesses of the country. — 
The Japanese believed her to be waited upon 
in the happy regions by her five hundred sons, 
and worsliip hei as the goddess of Riches 

BEN-SEMELE, the ihild of the representation, a 
name of Bacchus See towai ds the close of the 
article Bacchus 

BERECYNTHIA, the mother of the gods in the 
Pagan theology, so called from Berecynthus, 
a mountain in Phrygia Anchises, m Virgil, 
compaies Rome, in her future glories, to this 
deity. G i egoi y of T unis mentions, in his time, 
an idol of Bcrecynthia, or Cybele, worshipped 
in Gaul, which they carried into their fields 


and vineyards in a cart, for the preservation of 
the fruits of the earth, and that they marched 
in procession before the deity, singing and 
dancing One day this holy man, affected by 
the impiety of these idolaters, put up a prayer 
to Heaven, and made the sign of the cross, 
whereupon the idol immediately fell to the 
ground, the cart and oxen remaining immove- 
able, although the people whipped the oxen 
to make them go forwards Upon this, four 
hundred of the multitude cried out, If she be 
a deity let her raise herself, and make the oxen 
go on ” but this not happening, they all turned 
Christians. A procession of Cybele resembling 
that here related, is finely described by Lucre'* 
tius See Cybele 

BERECYNTHIUS HEROS, Midas, sovereign of 
Phrygia, so called from Mount Berecynthus. 

BERENICE AND BERONICE, was rendered im- 
mortal by Venus ; she was daughter of Phila- 
delphus and Arsinoe, and sister and wife of 
Ptolemy Evergetes, king of Egypt The king 
intending an expedition into Asia, Berenice 
devoted her hair to Venus, for bis safe return ; 
and, cutting it olf^ consecrated it to the god- 
dess in her temple Ptolemy, however, going 
thither, and missing the tresses, censured the 
priests for their negligence , but Conon, an as- 
tronomer, desirous of paying his court to Be- 
renice, affirmed that the hair had been carried 
to Heaven, and changed into the seven stars, 
near the tail of the lion Accordingly, that 
constellation hath been ever since called the 
hair of Berenice. 

BERGION, OR BRIGIO, the giant. See Albion. 

BERGIMUS, a deity, worshipped anciently at 
Brescia, in Italy. Montfaucon mentions a sta- 
tue of this god, in the figure of a young man 
in a Roman dress the inscription is Bergimo 

M Nonivs M F Fabia Senecianvs v s. 

t e Marevs Nonivs Senecianvs, the son of Marcus, 
of the tribe Fabia, hath performed his vow to Ber- 
gimus. Montfaucon questions whether the sta- 
tue be not rather that of Nonius himself, than 
that of the god Bei gimus, there being scarce 
any instance of a deity in the Roman habit. — 
There is also preserved the figure of a priestess 
of this god * it represents a woman extending 
one arm, and lifting up the other * on the base 
are these words, Noniab Macrinab Sacerd. 
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Bergimi B-— M Camvni ; t. e The Camuni, (sup- 
posed to be the people of a valley adjoining to 
Brescia) rrrfifcd this statue tn honour of Noma Ma- 
cnnUt priestess of the god Bergtmus. 

BEROE, an old woman of Epidaurus^ in Thrace, 
whose shape Juno assumed to impose upon Se- 
melc See that article 

Another Beroe v^as wife of Doryclus, king of 
Thrace, and mother of an illustrious offipring 
Iris, at the command of Juno, in her person, 
was dispatched on an errand of mischief to the 
dames of Troy 

A third Beroe, was one of the Oceanides, daugh- 
ter of Oceanus, and sister of Clio 

BESA, an idol of Abydos Ammianus htarcelli- 
nus informs us that the Emperor Constantius,in 
the year 359 , sent the Secretary Paulus, famous 
for his cruelties, to prosecute several persons 
accused of having consulted the oracle of this 
idol Modestus, at that time lieutenant of the 
East, and afterwards Prefe6l under Valens, was 
commissioned to judge this affair, as a person 
more proper than the Prefedl Hermogenes, 
whose mildness of disposition was known Mo- 
destus fixed his tribunal at Scythopolis, and, 
according to the historian, who has given a 
dreadful picture of his inquisition, numbers of 
all ranks lost their lives some by the hands of 
the executioner, others by the severity of im- 
prisonment and tortures. See Oracle <f Besa at 
Abydos. 

At Besa, in upper Egypt, a divinity of the same 
name was also worshipped 

BESCHEN, the second of those beings which 
God created before the world, according to the 
do6trine of the Indian Bramins The name sig- 

nifies existing in all things ; and he is supposed 
to preserve the world in its present state. This 
being, they imagine, passes through several 
incarnations in the first assuming the body of 
a lion, in the second that of a man, and in the 
tenth and last, he will appear as a warrior, and 
destroy all religions contrary to that of the Bra- 
mins The Christians, and particularly the 
missionaries, who have informed themselves of 
the religion of the Bramins, pretend that Bes- 
chen is the second person of the Trinity, and 
that the Bramins acknowledge him as such, and 
ascribe qualities to him which are in some sort 
applicable to Christ. 


BETAIlMONES,the surname of the Corybantes. 

BETYLUS, son of Uranus and the Earth 

BIA,or VIOLENCE, daughter of Pallas, by Styx 

BIANOR, surnamed Oenus, was the son ofTi- 
beris, by Manto, daughter of Tiresias. He 
reigned ovei Etruria, and founded the city 
which he dcnoniinated Mantua, from his mo- 
ther. In tlic time of Virgil his monument re- 
mained near the road between Mantua and the 
Andes, 

There was also a Centaur of this name, killed by 
Theseus, and a Trojan chief, by Agamemnon. 

BIAS. See seven wise men of Greece. 

BIAS, brother of Melampus See Melampus. 

BIAS, a Grecian prince, w horn Homer stiles the 
good 

BIBESIA, the goddess of drunkards 

BIBLIS. See/iyWiv 

BICEPS, BIFRONS, names of Janus, in Virgil 
and Ovid, where he is described with two faces, 
because, so great was his prudence, that he saw 
both the past and future , or else because by 
Janus the world was thought to be meant, view- 
ing with his two faces the principal divisions 
of East and West Janus is sometimes painted 
with four faces, quadiijrons, in respect to the 
four seasons 

BICORNIGER, a name of Bacchus, from his 
horns the symbols, as supposed, of the beams 
of the Sun. 

BIDENDAL, or BIDENTAL, was any place 
stricken with a thunder- bolt, and on that ac- 
count held too sacred to be trodden Bidcntal 
differed from puteal in this, that in the latter 
the thunder- bolt was supposed to be hidden, or 
buried m the ground. The fall of lightning, 
or a thunderbolt, on any place, was judged, 
by the Romans, an indication that Jupiter 
claimed it for himself , hence they surrounded 
it with a wall, rail, stakes, or even a rope, 
and expiated it by the sacrifice of a bidens, or 
two year old sheep. Festus represents the Bi- 
dental as a temple, where sheep of that age 
were offered in sacrifice , but by temple he here 
means an inclosure set apart as sacred to the 
gods. 

BIDENT ALES, priests among the Romans, in- 
stituted to perform certain ceremonies and ex- 
piations when thunder or lightning fell on a 
place. The Bidentalcs constituted a college, or 
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decury. The first and principal part of their 
office was the sacrificing a two year old sheep, 
which was called bidens, fioni its two distin- 
guishing teeth, or, perhaps, from bidenms, two 
years old 

BIENNIUS, Jupiter was so called from Biennius, 
one of the Curetes 

BIENOR, a king, who, with his charioteer Oileus, 
was killed in battle by Achilles. 

BIFORMIS, DIMORPHOS, DIPHUES that is, 
of two Jorm, or two natures appellatives of 
Bacchus, because he was accounted both old 
and young , or because wine, of* which he is 
the emblem, excites hilarity in some, and mo- 
roseness m others. 

BIFRONS a head of Cecrops in conjunction with 
the head of a woman, is exhibited on the coins 
of Athens, Cecrops being accounted by the A- 
thenians the author of marriage See Biceps. 

BIG A, an ancient chariot drawn by two horses 
abreast Chariot-races, with two horses, were 
introduced into the Olympic games in the 93d 
Oly mpi ad , but the existence of t he Bi ga w as much 
earlier , for the heroes in the Iliad fought from 
chariots of that kind The invention of the 
Bif^a IS attributed, by Pliny, to the Phrygians, 
by Isidorus to Cyrestenes, of Sicyon, who first 
yoked two horses together. Bigae were first 
used in the Circensian games, then tngae, and 
afterwards qiiadtigae Bigae, to caiiy their 
statues, though, at fust, allowed only to the 
gods, wei e, afterwards, assigned to conqucroi s 
in the Grecian games under the Roman em- 
perois statues with bigae were decreed and 
granted to great and well-deserving men, as a 
kind of triumph , being ereCted in most public 
places of the city. The driveis of bigae were 
called Bigarti, and a marble bust of one Flo- 
rus, a Bigarius, is still shewn at Rome 

The true form of the Biga may be seen on the 
coins of the ancients This vehicle was sacred 
to the Moon, either because she contends with 
the Sun in a twin-course , or, according to Isi- 
dorus, because she is visible both by night and 
by day , whence one of the animals that draw 
her IS represented black, and the other white 
On a coin of T rajan she is drawn by a boar and a 
lion, by oxen on one of Tarsus , also on one of 
Caracalla, in which the Moon holds the reins m 
her right hand . by Centaurs on several , and on 


a coin of Nicaea, one of the Centaurs is blowing 
a flute Aesculapius, Bacchus, Bacchus and Ari- 
adne, Hercules, Jupiter, and Victory, are, on va- 
rious coins, all drawn by Centaurs By stags, 
Diana —by dolphins, C\xpid. — hy dragons, Cu- 
pid and T riptolemus -by dragons w ithout wings ; 
y/ithwings, mthwings,andcrowned,andbearded ; 
Ceres - — by serpents ; Apollo, Ceres, Duna, 
Triptolemus — by peacocks, Juno by sparrows 
and doves, Venus — by panthers, Bacchus, alone, 
and with Ariadne - — by tygers, Bacchus - — by 
lions, Ceres, but more frequently Cybele . — by 
gt iffins, Apollo, and the Sun - — by sea-horses, 
Neptune — by nuiles, to express an Olympic 
victory, with Vi6lory hovering over the con- 
querer, and holding a crown — by elephants, to 
express the triumphs of Metellus and Augustus ; 
in the biga of the former the figure of Metellus 
standing with Viftory over, about to crown 
him , and in that of the latter, a man in a tu- 
nic standing, with an olive-branch m one hand 
and a sceptre m the other elephants, hones, or 
mules, on several coins, to commemorate deip- 
cations. 

BIMATER, OR BIMETOR, a name of Bacchus, 
having had two mothers , Semele, who con- 
ceived him, and the thigh of Jupitei, which 
bore him, after he was saved fiom the fire 

BIODORA AND ZEIDORA, appellatives of Ce- 
res, as the dispenser of sustenance 

BIPENNIFER, a surname of Lycurgus, king of 
Thrace, taken from the hatchet with which he 
cut off his legs. Sec Lycurgus 

BISALPIS, one of the wives of Neptune ; the 
same with 

BISALTIS, daughter of Bisaltus, who is said to 
have borne to Neptune, in the form of a ram, 
Theophane, but Hyginus relates the history 
thus Theophane, daughter of Bisaltis, a nymph 
of exquisite beauty, having been solicited from 
her father by many admirers, was carried off 
by Neptune to the island Crumissa. Hither 
they pursued her, but Neptune, to deceive them, 
changed the nymph to a beautiful ewe, himself 
to a ram, and the islanders to so many sheep. 
When the pursuers landed, and found only 
cattle on the island, they began to kill them 
for food. Neptune perceiving their havock, 
converted them all into wolves ; but, before he 
quitted his form, became father to the ram Cry* 
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somalluft^ which earned Phryxus to Colchos.-- 
The fleece of this ram was consecrated by Aeetes 
in the grove of Mars, whence Jason carried it 
away 

BISTON, son of Mars and Callirhoe, built in 
Thrace a city, and named it from himself. 

BISTONIDES, Thracian women, synonimous, 
in Horace, to Bacchants. 

BISTONIUS TYRANNUS Diomedes, king of 
Thrace 

BISULTOR, a two-fold revenger', this surname 
was given to Mars. 

BITIAS, brother of Pandarus, sons of Alcanor 
of Mount Ida, both befiiended Aeneas, and 
were killed by Tumus. 

BITO See Croesus 

BOEDROMIA, solemn leasts holden at Athens, 
in memory of the succour brought by Ion, son 
of Xuthus, to the Athenians, when invaded by 
Eumolpus, son of Neptune, in the reign ot E- 
rechtheus. According to Plutarch, however, 
the Boedromia were celebrated in memory of 
the vidtory obtained by Theseus over the Ama- 
zons, in the month Boedromion , answering to 
the latter part of August and beginning of Sep- 
tember. 

BOEDROMIUS, a surname of Apollo, at Athens 

BOEOTIA NUMINA These deities of Boeotia 
were the Muses. 

BOEOTUS, son of Neptune, and brother of Aeo- 
lus, by Ame, daughter of Aeolus, king of Ae- 
olis. Arne having been sent by her father to 
Metapontum, a city of Italy, she was there de- 
livered of two sons, the elder of whom she called 
after her father, Aeolus, and he possessed him- 
self of the islands in the Tyrrhenian, now the 
Tuscan sea, and built the city of Lipara - — 
Boeotus, the younger, repaired to his grand- 
father, and succeeding him in his kingdom, 
called it, from his own name, Boeotia, and its 
capital Arne, from his mother’s. All that is 
known of these Boeotians is, that they held this 
settlement upwards of two hundred years, till, 
being expelled by the Thessalians, they took 
possession of the country called Cadmets, and 
changed its name to Boeotia Diodorus and 
Homer tell us that these Boeotians signalized 
themselves at the T rojan war. The latter adds, 
that five of Boeotus’s grandsons, viz. Peneleus, 
Leitus, Prothoenor, Argesilaus, and Clonius, 


were the chiefs who led thither the Boeotian 
troops. 

BOLATHEN, a surname of Saturn. 

BOLINA This nymph, beloved by Apollo, to 
avoid his pursuit, threw herself into the sea ; 
nor did her invincible modesty lose its reward, 
for the god himself, in compassion, made her 
immortal 

BOMONICI, an appellation given at Sparta to 
the children who, m the bacrifices to Diana 
Orthia, contended, which of them could en- 
dure the most lashes, they being scourged be- 
fore the altar of the goddess, even, as Plutarch 
relates, to death itself 

BONA, a title of the goddess Fortune, under 
which she was woi shipped in the capitol of 
Rome 

BONA DEA, the good Goddew, a Roman deity , 
also, one of the names of Cybelc The Phry- 
gians call her the mother of king Midas . others, 
make her the Nymph Diyas, wife of Faunus, 
king of the Aborigines, famous for hei chas- 
tity, who, after her death, was deified Such 
was her extraordinary modesty, that she never 
went out of the women’s apartment, her name 
was never heard m public, noi did she ever 
see, or was seen by a man ; foi which reason 
no man was allowed to enter her temple Her 
sacrifices were pciloimcd only by matrons, 
and in so secret a manner, that it was death 
for a man to be present But this reserved 
behaviour is not agreeable to what Arnobius 
1 elates, that Fauna, to whom the name of Bona 
Dea was given, received from her husband a 
severe correflion with twigs of myrtle, because, 
without his knowledge, she had intoxicated her- 
self, by drinking off a large vessel full of wine 
On this account, a cask of wine was introduced 
in the sacred rites of this goddess, and myrtle 
rods forbidden to be brought to her temple, 
an edifice ere6f ed on the side of Mount Palatine. 
Cicero reproaches Clodius with having entered 
it disguised as a singing woman, and, by his 
presence, polluted the mysteries of the god- 
dess. What kind of mysteries these were may 
be learned from Juvenal, Sat vi 313. 

BONUS DEUS, the benejicent God, a name of 
Priapus, ascribed to him by Phurnutus. O- 
thers consider it a title of Jupiter 
BONUS EVENTUS, Good-bap, one of the DU 
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Consentes. This >^as one of the emblematical 
deities to whom the Romans addressed their 
petitions for success in tlieir various under- 
takings. His statue was placed m the capitol, 
togethci with that of his wife, oi sister, Botia 
Fortuna, or Good Fortune. It had a patcia in 
the right hand, and ears of corn in the left. 
BOOPIS, ox-eyed, an epithet given to Juno, on 
account, as some pretend, of her large eyes, 
more probably from their expression , but, 
perhaps, from an Egyptian allusion to Isis 
BciOTES, a northern constellation near the great 
Bear. It is also called Bubulcus and Ar6io- 
phylax. Some contend, that the person i epre- 
sented was Icarius, the father ot Erigone, who 
was killed by shepherds for disoidenng them 
with drink Others suppose him to have been 
Areas, whom Jupiter placed in the heavens 
BOREAS, the deity of the North-wind, was son 
of Astraeus and Aurora, and is said to have had 
his mansion in Thrace, which is situated north 
of the country where the poets lived who fiist 
lecorded his story Pindai calls him the king 
of the Winds He violated Chloris, daughter 
of Arfturus, and carried her to Mount Ni- 
phates, (called the bed of Boreas) but since 
known by the name of Caucasus By her he 
had Hyrpace , but his favourite mistress was 
Oiithyia, daughter of Erechtheus, king of A- 
thens, who bore him two sons, Zechus and 
Calais, adventurers with Jason in the Colchic 
expedition, and deliveieis of Phineus from the 
Harpies also, four daughtei's, Upis, Laxo, 
Hecaerge, and Cleopatra, otherwise called 
Harpalice He is said also, in the semblance 
of a horse, to have had by the mares of Dar- 
danus, twelve foals of wonderful swiftness 
Homer, indeed relates, that Boreas loved the 
maresof Erechthonius, which amounted to 3000 
in number, and that taking the form of a horse, 
he became the sire, by some of them, of twelve 
colts, so fleet as to skim over corn-fields with- 
out crushing the stalks, and the surface of the 
sea without dipping their feet. When Xerxes 
crossed the Hellespont with the design of ra- 
vaging Greece, the Athenians were command- 
ed to call in Boreas to their aid, who shat- 
tered the Persian fleet to such a degree, that 
the best part of it was lost or disabled For 
this service they built him a temple on the 


banks of the river Ilissus, swore by his divi- 
nity, and celebrated his festivals with singular 
solemnity Aelian observes, that the inha- 
bitants of Thuriuin, having been delivered 
from great danger, by a tempest which ruined 
the fleet of their enemy, the tyrant Dionysius 
olfered sacrifices to the wind Boreas which 
had made this ravage, conferred on him the 
freedom of their city, assigned him a house 
with a fixed revenue, and celebrated annual 
woiship to his honours. The MegaJapolitans 
dedicated a temple to Boreas, and annually 
sacrificed to him , in acknowledgment of his 
assistance when Agis, king of Sparta, besieged 
their city The machine of its assailants had 
battered the wall with such force, that the 
breach must have been the next day effe^ual ; 
but, according to Pausamas, a North Wind 
arose and overturned the machine Pezron 
observes, that anciently Boieas signified the 
Noith-east Wind, blowing at the tune of the 
summer solstice Sperlingius hath written a 
treatise 111 praise of Boieas, in which he enu- 
merates the honours paid him by antiquity. 
According to him, Boreas purifies the air, ren- 
deis it calm and salubrious, preserves build- 
ings from decay, diivcs away the plague and 
other noxious diseases, and expels locusts and 
vermin huitful to the giound In the octagon 
temple of the Winds at Athens, built by An- 
dronicus, Boreas is represented under the fi- 
gure of an infant, with wings rapidly flying. 
His feet are covered with sandals, and his face 
with a mantle, to shelter it from the cold. Mr. 
Spence hath remarked on the last particular, 
that he seems himself to suffer from the seve- 
nty of the climate over which he presides ; 
agreeably to which one of the poets calls him 
The shivering Tyrant. The most common way, 
however, of representing him was, as impe- 
tuous and troublesome to others, this being his 

most usual character in the Roman poets 

Ovid, in particular, says, that he is almost al- 
ways rough, and in a passion. In his account 
of the rape committed by this deity on Orithyia, 
the poet exerts his powers to paint out the ter- 
rors that belong to this deity. He represents 
him as hardening snow, and dispersing hail- 
storms, as a principal cause of lightning and 
thunder, and the sole cause of earth-quakes ; 
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as encompassed with dark clouds in his pas- 
sage through the heavens, and with dust when 
traversing the earth. 

BOREASMOI, an Athenian festival in honour 
of Boreas, who had an altar in Attica, and was 
thought to bear some relation to the Athenians, 
having carried off or married Orithyia, daugh- 
ter of Erechtheus their king On this account, 
when in a sea-fight, many of the enemy’s ships 
were destroyed by a North Wind, the Atheni- 
ans imputed it to the kindness of Boreas for 
the native country of Orithyia We are fur- 
ther informed by Pausanias, that solemn sacri- 
fices were offered to Boreas at Megalapolis in 
Arcadia, where he had a temple 

BORU S See Rbaestm 

BOTTIAION EORTE The Bcttiaeans were an 
Athenian colony, and, theretore, to perpetuate 
the memory of their origin, they instituted this 
solemnity, in which the virgins used to say, 
IwjuitKWf A9*ii»<»f, Let us go to Athens 

BOUGH green-boughs anciently made part of 
the decoration of altars and temples, especially 
on festival occasions Oaken boughs weic of- 
fered to Jupiter, those of laurel to Apollo, of 
olive to Minerva, myrtle to Venus, ivy to 
Bacchus, pine to Pan, and cypress to Pluto 
Some make boughs the primitive food of man- 
kind before acoins were in use 

BOUL JANUS, an ancient idol, said to have been 
particularly worshipped at Nantz, relative to 
which an inscription was found in 1592, im- 
porting, that the people of Armorica came thi- 
ther, thrice in a year, to pay their adorations 
It is fuither said, that the temple of this idol 
was destroyed in consequence of the edicts of 
the emperor Constantine If conje6lure may 
be allowed, Bouljanus may be compounded of 
Baal, corruptly expressed, and Janus, Baal 
signifying Lord, being a general name, and 
Janus, a well-known god of the Romans 

BR ABEUT AI, among the earlier Grecians, were 
those judges who were appointed to preside 
in the Olympic games, and other solemn and 
religious spedlacles. The office was so honour- 
able that it was generally executed by the chief 
nobility of Greece. Thus, we are informed, 
that the Corinthians desired Agesilaus to pre- 
side at the Isthmian games, and put them un- 
der a proper regulation. The Brabeutai ap- 
Vol.I. 


pcared in purple, with a crown on their heads, 
and a wand in their hands, and seated them- 
selves in a place called irAfdjuoc, which had the 
privilege of a san6tuary It was their province 
to decide the vi£lory,and crown the conqueroi 
Their number was not always the same , some- 
times they were seven, soinctinies nine, and at 
other times twelve This office was esteemed 
so peculiar to the Greeks, that Demostlienes 
declaims, with great vehemence, against Philip 
of Macedon, for presiding at the Pythian 
games, or putting in a deputy if he himself 
weie present. Their awards were always so 
impartial, that Pindar calls tlic garlands or 
crowns they bestowed made by Themis, 

the goddess of Justice 

BRAMA, orBRUMA, a deity of the East-Indics' 
he IS the first jierson, of a kind of trinity in their 
theology ; ‘the great progenitor of mankind, 
and creator of as many wo rids as there aie con- 
siderable parts in his body 1 he Bramins re- 
late, accoiding to Kirchci , that the first world, 
which is situated above the heavens, was pro- 
duced from Brama’s brain , the second, fiom 
his eyes , the third, from his mouth , the fourth, 
from his left ear , the fifth, from his palate, the 
sixth, from his heart , the seventh, from his 
belly , the eighth, from his privities , the ninth, 
fiom his left thigh , the tenth, fiom his knees, 
the eleventh, from his heel, the twelfth, from 
the toes of his right foot, the thirteenth, from 
the sole of his left foot , and the fourteenth, 

from the air with which he is sunounded 

They affirm, that there is some affinity or rela- 
tion between these fourteen worlds and the 
parts of Brama’s body , and add, that the in- 
habitants of each world partake of the cha- 
ra6lcr and inclinations peculiar to the rcsjiec- 
tive parts they refer to Ihus, those elected 
in the first world arc wise and learned, those 
of the second, penetrating , those of the thud, 
eloquent ; of the fourth, cunning and artful , 
of the fifth, gluttonous , of the sixth, generous 
and magnificent , of the seventh, niggardly ; 
of the eighth, addifted to pleasures, particu- 
larly venereal ; of the ninth, laborious ; of the 
tenth, rustic , of the eleventh, base, and em- 
ployed in the lowest offices ; of the twelfth, in- 
famous , of the thirteenth, unjust and merci* 
less, and of the fourteenth, ingenious and 
T 
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adroit. Della Valle, in his voyages, has given 
a description of the idol Brama, which, he says, 
he himself saw, in these words' “ There is a 
temple dedicated to Brama in Hagra j its sta- 
tue stands in the middle of the temple amongst 
a great number of idols of white marble. This 
statue has not the least drapery about it, and 
IS lepresented with a long sharp beard, and a 
prominent belly. At the feet of the statue arc 
two small images representing his children, 
and on the sides two more, representing his 
wives.” The Indian doftors say, there was in 
the beginning a woman csMtdParaxaBtt which 
signifies every excellent and sublime power ; this 
woman had three sons, Brama, Vtxnu, and Ru- 
trem Of these, Brama, who had five heads, had 
the power alone of creating all things visible 
and invisible ; and Vixnu that of preserving 
the things his brother had created. Rutrem, 
as well as Brama, had also five heads, but his 
particular fundfions are not specified. These 
three brothers married their mother The 
god Brama, according to the Bramins, never 
fails, at the instant of each man’s birth, of what 
nation or tribe soever he be, to write on his 
head, in charafters indelible, every thing he 
IS to do, and whatever, during life, shall befal 
him. 1 hey relate likewise, that Brama, de- 
sirous of marrying his daughter, but foreseeing 
that she wovild neither consent, nor that the 
rest of the gods, who were thirty thousand 
million in number, would approve of the union, 
he assumed the shape of a stag, and pursued 
her to a gloomy forest, wheie he effected, by 
violence, what he could not otherwise obtain 
Vixnu, Rutrem, and the thirty thousand mil- 
lion of gods, hearing what Brama had done, 
unanimously agreed to punish him, by cutting 
off one of his beads. Rutrem was ordered to 
execute the sentence, and accidentally meeting 
his brother, performed the operation with a 
stroke of his nails Brama, not satisfied with 
the possession of las daughter, took to wife a 
woman called Sarassuadt, who is held in such 
veneration by the Indians for her learning and 
wisdom, that they daily and often invoke her 
by name. See Paraxaki, Rutrem, Vtxnu. 

BRANCHIDAE, priests of the temple of Apollo 
at Dldyn<a in Ionia, a province of Lesser iVua, 
towards the Aegean sea, upon the frontiers of 


Caria. They opened to Xerxes the temple of 
Apollo, the riches of which he carried away. 
After this, thinking it unsafe to remain in 
Greece, they fled to Sagdiana, beyond the 
Caspian, and bordering on Persia, where they 
built a city, called by their own name Their 
crime, however, escaped not unpunished, for 
Alexander, having conquered Darius, king of 
Persia, and being informed of their sacrilegious 
treachery, put them all to the sword, and de- 
molished their city. 

BRANCHUS, was reputedly the son of^acareus, 
though his real father was Apollo. The story 
of his origin is thus given by Varro —The mo- 
ther of Branchus being pregnant, dreamed, that 
the Sun entered her mouth and passed through 
her body ; whence, from the throat, 

thiough which the god found access to her 
womb, the child, at its birth, was denominated 
Bronchus. This boy, when grown, having 
rambled in the woods, was one day met by 
Apollo, who, after kissing him, bestowed on 
him a sceptre and a crown The lad imme- 
diately commenced prophet, and soon after 
disappeared. A magnificent temple was ereft- 
ed to him and Apollo, under the title of Apollo 
Phtlaesuis, (from to hss), whence Statius 
says, he was in honour equal to his father — 
This temple was at Didyma, and called the 
oracle of the Branchidae Though burnt by 
the Persians, it was afterwards rebuilt by the 
Milesians, and so magnificently, as to exceed 
in extent, all the temples of Greece . its bulk 
was too great to admit of a covering, and its 
circumference included five furlongs of ground. 
It should not, however, be omitted, that Bran- 
chui is reported by others to have been a Thes- 
salian youth, in such favour with Apollo, that 
the god not only received him into his temple, 
but conferied, at his death, divine honours 
upon him Stephanus the Byzantian, not- 
withstanding, represents this oracle as sacred 
to Jupiter and Apollo ; perhaps it belonged to 
them all. 

BRASIDEIA, OR BRASIDIA, an anniversary 
solemnity at Sparta in honour of Brasidas, son 
of Tellis, the poet, famous for his achieve- 
ments at Methone, Pylos, and Amphipolis, in 
favour of the state. He defeated the Athenians 
by land and by sea, took many places,, and 
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rendered his country formidable. He con- j Apollo, Mars, and Mercury, meeting her in 


quered the Athenians on their attempt to sur- 
prise Amphipolis, ^d died of the wounds he re- 
ceived in that battle. The Brasidia were cele- 
brated with sacrifices and games, at which none 
were permitted to contend but free-born Spar- 
tans. Absence from these solemnities is said, 
by some writers, to have been criminal, and 
was, accordingly, punished with fines 

BRAURONIA, a festival in honour of Diana, 
surnamed Brauronia, from its having been ce- 
lebrated at Brauron, an Athenian village, m 
which the famous statue of this goddess, bi ought 
by Iphigenia from Scythia Taurica, remained 
till the second Persian war ; when Xerxes car- 
ried it off’. This festival was celebrated once 
in five years, and the viftim offered in sacrifice 
was a goat. It was conducted by ten men, 
called, from their office, Iijoirojo* During the 
celebiation, a company of men sung one of 
the Iliads of Homer The most distinguished 
|■»elsons in the solemnity weie young virgins, 
habited in yellow, from five to ten years of age, 
it being unlawful for any of them to be above 
or under these years, and, therefore, to con- 
secrate them, was called ^xrmn, fi om fixa, ten , 
or wfXTWHv, because the virgins themselves were 
named Apk1««, bears, for the following reason. — 
Among the Phlauidae, inhabitants of a town 
in Attica, was a bear whose natural fierceness 
had been so far subdued, that the people per- 
mitted him to eat and play with them. One 
day, however, a young maid happening to be 
too venturous, the savage tore her in pieces, 
and was killed, in return, by her brothers A 
dreadful pestilence ensuing, the people were re- 
commended, by the oracle, to appease Diana, 
for the death of the bear, by consecrating vir- 
gins to her in memory of it This the Athe- 
nians pun&ually performed, and ena^cd a law 
that no virgin should be married till she had 
undergone this ceremony. 

BRAZEN AGE. See Ages of the World. 

BREVIS, OR PARVA, a name of the goddess 
Fortune ; she being so called in the chapel de- 
dicated to her by Servius Tullus. 

BRIAREUS, the giant. See Aegean. 

BRIGIO, OR BERGION, the giant. See Albion. 

BRI MO, {terror) an appellation of Diana, given 
her on account of her dreadful shrieks, when 
4 


the woods, attempted to ravish her. Others 
ascribe it to Proserpine, to whom Mercury is 
said to have offered the same violence. 

BRISAEUS, a name of Bacchus, ascrilied to him 
on various accounts. Some pretend it to have 
been given from his inventing the wine-press , 
others from the name of the nymph who nursed 
him ; whilst a third party derive it from the 
discovery of wine, {brisa importing a bunch of 
pressed grapes ) , and a fourth, from the pro- 
montory of Brisa, in Lesbos, where he was so- 
lemnly worshipped. 

BRISEIS, assigned as a concubine to Achilles, 
was the cause of the misfortunes of the Greeks 
before T roy Her true name was Hippodamia, 
Briseis being only a patronymic from Briseus, 
or Buses, the name of her father According 
to Homer, she became the property of Achilles, 
on the taking of Lyrnessus, where Myncs, the 
king, and her husband, was killed but Dic- 
tys, of Crete, gives a diffeient account He 
asserts, that when Achilles took Lyrnessus, 
Fadfion, husband of Astynome, the daughter 
of Chryses, was king ; and adds, that Achil- 
les, after his conquest, reduced Pedasus, a city 
of the Lelegons, where Brises reigned, whose 
daughter Hippodamia was one among the cap- 
tives. Cedrenus follows the opinion of Di<5lys ; 
and it must be admitted that Briseis and Hip- 
podamia are heie the same person. Achilles, 
however, had, for his share of the plunder, 
whether of Lyrnessus or Pedasus, the beautiful 
Briseis, who flattered herself that, in Thessaly, 
he would make her his queen. On the reconci- 
liation between Agamemnon and Achilles, Bri- 
seis, who had been forced away, was honoura- 
bly restored. 

And now the delegates Ulysses sent, 

1 o bear the presents fi om the royal tent 
The sons of Nestor, Phyleus’ valiant hen, 

Thias and Merian, thunderbolts of war. 

With Lycomedes of Creiontian strain, 

And Menalippus form’d the chosen train. 

Swift as the word was giv’n, the youths obey’d ; 

Twice ten bright vases in the midst they laid ; 

A row of SIX fair tiipods then succeeds ; 

And twice the number of high-bounding steeds ; 

Sev’n captives next a lovely line compose ; 

The eighth Briseis, like the blooming rose, 

(Clos’d the bright band * great Ithacus, before. 

First of the train, the golden talents bore • 
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The rest m public view the chiefs dispose* 

A splendid scene ' then Agamemnon rose 
The boar Talthybius held the Gi ecian lord 
Drew the broad cutlass, sheath’d beside his sword • 

The stubborn bristles from the viftim’s brow 
Me crops, and olFVing, meditates his vow. 

His liands uplifted to th’ attesting skies. 

On Heav’n’s broad marble roof were fix’d his eyes. 

The solemn words a deep attention draw. 

And Greece around sat thrill’d with sacred awe. 

Witness thou first * thou greatest Pow’r above * 
All-good, dll-wise, and all-surveying Jove ’ 

And Mother-earth, and Hcav’n’s revolving light. 

And ye, fell Furies of the realms of night. 

Who rule the dead, and horrid woes prepare 
Foi perjur’d kings, and all who falsely swear * 

The black-ey’d Ma/i/ inviolate removes. 

Pure, and unconscious of my manly loves. 

It this be false, Hcav’n all its vengeance shed. 

And levcll’d thunder strike my guilty head. 

In conformity to this, Ovid makes Briseis swear, 
that 111 the tent of Agamemnon, she had passed 
her days in widow -hood, whilst Achilles con- 
soled himself with some fair substitute in her 
absence The beauty of Briseis hath been ge- 
nerally renowned, but' we know not her fate 
when Achilles was no more. 

BRISES, the high-priest of Jupiter, and father of 
Briseis. ^ 

BRI SEU S See isacus 

BRITANNIA, IS often exhibited as a personal 
chara 61 cr On a coni of the Emperor Claudius, 
she appeal s standing, with her right hand sup- 
ported by a helm, and her left extended over 
a prow , to memorize his expedition and victory 
On a com of Hadrian she is seen sitting, with a 
spear in her left hand, resting on a shield, her 
light arm on her knee, as supporting her 
head, and her foot placed upon part of a wall. 
On a com of Antoninus Pius, she is seated up- 
on a rock, with a military standard in her right 
hand, her left hand holding a spear, and her 
ai m resting on a shield Other coins represent 
her sitting on a lock, or an eminence, with a 
military standard , and one upon spoils inscrib- 
ing a shield with the words victoriae britan 
{miae), m allusion to the success of Septimius 
Severus. In other i cpresentations, she is seated 
on a globe, with a military standard in her 
right hand — sitting, her right hand lifted up, 
a spear m her left, a globe and a buckler under 
her feet-— -with dishivelled hair, her right 
hand supporting her head, her foot on a prow . 
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— sitlSng on rocks, a helmet on her head, a 
military standard in her right hand, a spear in 
her left, and a buckler resting against her seat. 
The Roman standard in her right hand denotes 
her submission to that empiie , the spear in her 
left, the shield supporting her aim, and her 
helmet, aie her own armour, or such as was 
used by the ancient Britons 
BRITOMARTIS, daughter of Jupiter, by Carme 
daughter of EuBulus, being one day hunting, 
accidentally entangled herself in her own nets, 
whilst a wild boar was approaching her , upon 
which she vowed a temple to Diana if she might 
escape the danger Escaping, in peiformance 
of her vow, she erefted a temple to Diana Dic- 
t3'nna Others, relating the story difTerently, 
say, that Britomartis, whom Diana favoured, 
on account of her passion for the chase, to a- 
voul Minos her lover, thiew herself into the 
sea, but falling into the nets of some fishermen, 
her body was taken up , and a plague immedi- 
ately succeeding m Crete, a temple was built 
to Diana Diftynna, who raised Britomartis to 
the rank of a divinity. 

BRIZO, tlie goddess of sleep, worshipped, as A- 
thenaeus informs us, at Delos her name is de- 
iived from an old Greek word signifying to 
sleep This deity pi esided over dreams, which 
she delivered in the manner of oracles The 
Delians offered to her small boats, loaded with 
all sorts of eatables, except fishes , and this they 
did for the happy success of their navigation 
BROMIUS, a name of Bacchus, from the crack- 
ling of the fire, and noise of the thunder, when 
bis motlicr perished in the embraces of Jupi- 
ter 

BRONTAIUS, OR BRONTEUS, the tbunderer, a 
name given by the Greeks to Jupiter, from the 
word Bpomw, which signifies thunder, whence 
the Latins called him thundering }upiter. Some 
have also given the same name, but improperly, 
to Bacchus, on account of the noise and mis- 
chief which attend inebriety 
BRONTES, OR BROl'ES, one of the Cyclops 
who worked at Vulcan’s forge, and was thus 
named from his forging Jupiter’s thunder-bolts. 
BROTHEUS, son of Vulcan, by Aglaia, one of 
the Graces, being, like his father, deformed, to 
avoid ridicule, destroyed himself in the fire. 
BRUIN, the god of a se 6 t of Banians in the East 
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Indies, known under the appellation oWoegby. 
They acknowledge a god, creator of all things, 
whom they call Brum. They have a particular 
regard for %ne Mem, whom they call the ser- 
vant of this god Biuin. These Goeghys be- 
lieve that^their god Bruin created all things, 
and that no figure, either of man or beast, can 
be a proper representation of him , for, say 
they, he is a light which cannot be the obje^ 
of our eyes, because he having created the sun, 
it is no wonder if we cannot contemplate the 
principle of so excellent a brightness. The 
Goeghys never marry, and are so superstiti- 
ously reserved, that they will not suffer a wo- 
man to touch them. 

BRUMAE, OR BRUMALl A, festivals of Bacchus 
among the Romans, celebrated twice in the 
year, vtz on the 12th of the calends of March, 
and on the 18th of the calends of September — 
They were instituted by Romulus, who, during 
these feasts, used to entertain the Senate - — 
They were called Brumalia, from Brumus, an 
ancient name of Bacchus. Tertullian, among 
other Heathen festivals which some of the pri- 
mitive Christians wcremuch inclined toobserve, 
mentions the Brumalia, and objefts to those 
Christians that they are not so consistent in 
their religion as the Pagans, who never would 
comply with the observation of any of the 
Christian festivals Such are the accounts most 
authors give of the Brumalia ; but there are o- 
thers who say that the Brumalia was a religious 
festival, celebrated on the day of the winter sol- 
stice , from which indications were taken of the 
felicity of the remaining part of the wintci — 
The word is also written Broumalia, and Bro- 
malia, as if formed from Bruma, the shortest 
day , so that the supposition of its being a deii- 
vative of Brumus or Bromius, names of Bacchus, 
and thence inferring it to be a festival in his 
honour, is a mistake in the generality of writers 
The Brumalia were also called Hiemalia 

BRUMUS, a name of Bacchus among the Ro- 
mans. 

BUABIN, an idol of the Tonquinesc he is the 
guardian of all buildings and edifices. The 
person who comes into possession of any tene- 
ment, entertains this household deity in a small 
hut or apartment, prepared for his reception 
He is solemnly invited by beat of drum, and 


presented with agreeable perfumes, and variety 
of dishes. After having been thus entertained, 
he IS to protect their houses from fire, lightning, 
thunder, wind, rain, or any thing by which 
they, or their inhabitants may be injured 

BUBASTAE, annual feasts of Diana, so called 
from Bubastis, one of her names, or from a 
city of Egypt, where they were celebrated. 

BUBASTIS, the Egyptian Diana, being a name 
given her by the Egyptians, because when she 
fled from Typhoeus into Egypt, she assumed 
the shape of a cat 

BUBON A, an inferior rui al deity to her is com- 
mitted the care of oxen and kmc 

BUCOLION, son of Laomedon, by Abarbarea, 
one of the Naiads. Two of his sons fell before 
Troy. 

BUDDU, an idol of the inhabitants of Ceylon — 
He IS represented of gigantic stature, and is 
said to have lived a holy and pc.iitent lilc The 
inhabitants reckon their years liom the time of 
his decease, and as that agi ees with the lortieth 
of the Christian era, most of the Jesuits arc of 
opinion that he was the apostle St Thomas: 
they add further, that this Buddu, who was 
not born in then country, died on the conti- 
nent, at a time which agrees with the death of 
the apostle It is, however, much more pro- 
bable that Buddu w as a native of China, and 
perhaps the same with the Chinese Fo The 
tooth of an ape, winch the Portuguese governor 
caused to be burnt, was formerly adored as one 
of this divinity’s In vain did the Portuguese 
attempt, by this means, to put an end to their 
superstition and idolatrous worship, for they 
gave out that the tooth had escaped from the 
hands of its enemies, and taken tefugc on a 
rose It IS the province of Buddu to watch over 
and proteft the souls of men, to be with them 
m this life, and to support them when dying ; 
and the Ceylonese aie of opinion the world can 
never be destroyed while the image of Buddu 
is preserved in his temple In sickness, in ad- 
versity, under all affli6lions, they make their 
addresses to this image, and in every house is 
kept a basket of flowers, devoted to his service, 
as part of their free-will offerings. 

BUDEA, a surname of Minerva 
BUDHA, BUDSDO, BUDZ, or SIAHA, a Ja- 
panese idol, which signifies, the -worship of fo* 
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reign idols, for this god was first imported a- 
luong them from some other part of Asia. He 
was born at Sicka, which signifies ibe country oj 
the heavens, about one tliousand years before 
the Christian eia^ and at nineteen years of age 
became disciple of a fai.ioub hermit called A- 
rara Sennin, who lived on the top of a moun- 
tain named Dandokf. Under this holy man he 
lived in the most austere manner, spending 
most of his time m the contemplation of divine 
things, and sitting cross-legged, with his hands 
in his bosom, so placed that the extremities of 
his thumbs touched each other, a posture con- 
sidered by these Heathens as the most projier 
for meditation. By this means he penetrated 
into the most secret and impoitant points of 
religion, which he afterwards communicated to 
his followei's. He taught that the souls of 
beasts, as well as of men, are immortal, and 
that both will be rewarded or punished hei e- 
after, according as they have afted hei e He 
prescribed five precepts of a general nature, all 
negatives, being almost similar to those in the j 
kingdom of Siam, and in many other parts of 
the East. These laws or precepts are as fol- 
low, VIZ First, Thou shalt not kill. Secondly, 
Thou shalt not steal. Thirdly, Thou shalt not 
commit adultery. Fourthly, Thou shalt not lie 
And, fifthly. Thou shalt not drink strong li- 
quors T wo of his disciples, Annan Sonya, and 
Jiosia Sonya, collefted his wise sentences, which 
were found after his death, written with his 
own hand on leaves of trees, and made up into 
a book called Fobekto, that is, the book of fine 
flowers, as being the most perfeft performance 
in the world, and esteemed by them as we do 
the Bible. The two Sonsjas, the compilers, 
are now ranked among their gods, and are wor- 
shipped w ith their master in all his temples, 
one being placed on the right, and the other 
on the left hand of Budsdo They have many 
temples in honour of this idol, but their priests 
never walking m procession, confine themselves 
to their own limits, and subsist on the volun- 
tary contributions of the people. The temple 
of Kataisi is remarkable for a statue of Budsdo 
of an extraordinary size, gilt, and sitting on a 
tarate flower f aba Egypttaca. 

BUGENES, that is, hot nofan ox, a name of Bac- 
chus among the Greeks, becausp he was drawn 


with, and is supposed to have, horns ; he having 
first ploughed with oxen . or because he was 
the son of Jupiter Ammon, who had the head 
of a ram For the same reason the Latins called 
him Taunformis and Taunceps. 

BULAEA, a surname of Pallas. 

BULAEUS, a surname of Jupiter. ^ 

BULIS, mother of Aegypius, changed into a di- 
dapper. See Aegypius. 

BUN AE A, a name of Juno, from Bunaeus, son of 
Meicury, who built a temple to her at Corinth. 
She had anotlier at Euboea (probably under 
the same name) to which the Emperor Adrian 
presented a magnificent offering, consisting of 
a crown of gold, and a purple mantle embroi- 
dered with the marriage of Hercules and Hebe 
in silver, and a large peacock, whose body was 
gold, and his tail composed of precious stones, 
resembling the natural colours. 

BUNAEUS, son of Mercury, by what mother 
authors are silent All that is known of him 
IS related in the preceding article. 

BUNUS, a son of Mercury and Alcidamea, who 
obtained the government of Corinth when Ae- 
tes went to Colchis He is said to have erefted 
a temple to Juno. 

BUPHAGUS, the ox-eater, according to some 
was a son of Japetus and Thonax, killed by Di- 
ana for attempting her virtue It was also a 
surname of Hercules, who challenged Lepieus 
to eat, and devoured an ox befoie him 
BUPHONIA, OR BOUPHONIA. See Dupoleia 
BURA, a daughter of Jupiter, from whom a city 
in the Bay of Corinth, destroyed by the sea, 
was called Bura and Buns 
BURAICUS, a surname of Hercules, from his 
temple near Bura. 

BUSIRIS According to Diodorus Siculus, there 
have been several of this name in Egypt. He 
relates that Osiris, having resolved on an im- 
portant expedition, declared Isis his queen re- 
gent, and left her two lieutenants, one for 
state affairs, the other to command the troops ; 
and that he gave the government of Phoenicia 
and the maritime territory to Busiris. In ano- 
ther part of his work he says, that after fifty- 
two princes had successively filled the throne 
of Menas, from whom they descended, Busiris 
was king of Egypt, and that eight of his de- 
scendants succeeded him, the last of which was 



BUS PANTHEON. BUT 143 


named Busiris, who built that magnificent and 
powerful city to which the Greeks gave the 
name of Thebes • and the Egyptians the ctty of 
the Sun. He declares elsewhere, that what was 
related concerning the barbarity of a certain 
Busiris, was a fable of the Greeks, but a fable 
grounded on the Egyptian custom of sacrificing 
all the led-haired people they met with to the 
manes of king Osiris, through hatred^oTyphon, 
his murderer, who was of that colour. The Egyp- 
tians themselves being of a different complexion, 
their victims were chiefly strangers In the E- 
gyptian language Busiris signified the sepulchre 
of Osins. Hence the fidlion so current among 
the Greeks, that Busiris, king of Egypt, caused 
all strangers to be murdered. It was supposed 
that he himself was sacrificed by Hercules, whom 
Busiris had audaciously attempted to destroy 
Apollodorus relates that Hercules, after he had 
killed Antaeus, went into Egypt, where Busi- 
ns, son of Neptune and Lysianassa, daughter 
of Epaphus, was king. This Busiris sacrificed, 
in obedience to an oracle, all strangei's, to Ju- 
piter. The harvest had been extremely bad for 
nine years in Egypt ; on which theie came 
from Cyprus a soothsayer, called Tbrasws, who 
declared that this calamity would cease, provi- 
ded a stranger were sacrificed every year to Ju- 
piter. Busiris giving credit to this declaration, 
began the execution with the soothsayer him- 
self, and proceeded accordingly to strangeis, 
till at length Hercules, who had been doomed 
to the same fate, and was leading bound to the 
altar, broke his chains, and seizing Busins, with 
Iphidamus his son, and Chalbes his herald, of- 
fered them all upon it. Orosius, in speaking 
of the era in which Busiris lived, and which he 
places in the year 775, before the foundation of 
Home, says, At that time was the cruel hos- 
pitality of Busiris, and his still more cruel re- 
ligion, in Egypt, he using to quaff, by way of 
offering, the blood of strangers to the gods who 
shared in his crimes ” With this coincides the 
accountofSt. Austin.-Philargyrius relates, that 
“Busiris, king of Egypt was used to offer an an- 
nual sacrifice of strangers toj upiter, to terminate 
afamine which Pygmalion , the Cy priot,declared 
would not cease till the blood of a stranger had 
been offered ; and that the first vidim was Thy- 
estes,” Isocrates materially varies the story. 


“ Those authors, says he, who tell us that Bu- 
sins sacrificed foreigners, say also that Hercu- 
les put him to death now all historians are a- 
greed that Hercules lived four centuries after 
Perseus and Danae, and upwards of 200 yeai s 
after Busins. The latter was son to Neptune 
and Lybu, daughter of Epaphus, who first 
reigned over the country called from her name ” 
It is far from certain that thei e ever was a king, 
named Busiris, in Egypt Strabo cites Eratos- 
thenes, who declares that there never was a 
king or tyrant so called ; but that the story 
which had been related concerning him was 
founded on the barbarity exercised by the in- 
habitants of the city and province of Busins 
against sti angers, and it must be allowed 
there was a city of that name situated in the 
midst of Egypt, on the Delta, and celebrated 
lor a temple m honour of Isis, and the monu- 
ment of Osins. According to some writers, 
Isis having the coi psc of Osins on an ox made 
of wood, built this monument to his honour 
Eusebius makes Busins contemporaiy with Jo- 
shua, about 700 years before the foundation of 
Rome. Melanfthon thinks it piobablc, that 
Busiris was the Phaiaoh who occasioned the 
destruftion of the Israelites 

BUSTUARll, a kind, of gladiators among the 
ancient Romans, who fought about the bustum 
or pile of a deceased person, in the ceremony 
of his obsequies The practice originally was, 
to sacrifice captives on the tomb, or at the bus- 
tum, of their chiefs and warriors Instances of 
this kind occur in Homer, as at the obsequies of 
Patroclus, and are also introduced by the Greek 
tragedians. Their blood was supposed to ap- 
pease the infernal gods, and render them pro- 
pitious to the manes of the deceased. In after 
times this custom appearing too barbarous, 
gladiators called Bustuaru, were appointed to 
supply the defeat. According to Valerius Max- 
imus and Florus, Marcus and Deems, sons of 
Binitus, were the first who honoured the funeral 
of their father with this kind of spe^acle, in the 
year of Rome 489 Some afiSrm, that the Ro- 
mans borrowed this custom from the Hetruri- 
ans, and they from the Greeks. 

BUTE, a city m Egypt famous for the oracle of 
Latona. 

BUTES, son of Boreas, was compelled to quit the 
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states of Amycus, his reputed father, king of j 
theBerbyces, who refused to acknowledge him 
as his son Withdrawing himself into Sicily 
with a few adherents, he carried off Iphimedia, 
Pancratis, and Coronis, whilst celebrating the 

feast of Bacchus, to the coast of Thessaly 

Butes reserved Coronis for himself, but Bac- 
chus, to whom Coronis had been nurse, inspi- 
red him with such a frenzy, that he threw him- 
self into a well. — Othebs say, that he married 
Lycaste, whose beauty procured her the sur- 
name of Venus, and by her had Eryx This 
Butes is spoken off as the founder of Naxos. 
There were several other persons of the same 
name one, an Argonaut ; a second, a Trojan, 
killed by Camillus ; a third, son of Paiidion 
and Zcuxippe, priest of Minerva and Neptune, 
and husband of Chithonia, daughter of Ercch- 
theus to this Butes, divine honours were ren- 
dered at Athens 

BUTHROTUM, a city of Epirus where Aeneas 
met Andromache, whom Helenus had mar- 
ried 

BUZYGES, an Athenian, who first harnessed 
oxen for the plough. Demophoon gave him the 
palladium with which Diomedes had entrusted 
him to carry to Athens 

BYBLI A, a name of Venus, from a temple ere<5led 
to her at By bios in Phoenicia. 

BYBLIS, daughter of Miletus, of Crete, by the 
Nymph Cyanea, became enamoured of her 
twin-brother Caunus, but, unable to inspire 
him with the like passion, hung herself through 
grief. Some affirm that Caunus, in love with 


her, fled to avoid a criminal intercoyrse ; 
whilst others report, that he fled from her, 
and that she, exhausted with fatigue in pur- 
suing him, fell to the ground in a torrent of 
grief, and was instantly changed to a foun- 
tain. AntQpinus Liberalis relates, that Byblis, 
after having rejedled various proposals of mar- 
riage, and finding herself unable to subdue 
her unfortunate passion for her brother, re- 
solved to throw herself from the topof a moun- 
tain , but that the Nymphs commisserating 
her condition, rendered her immortal, and 
admitted her, under the appellation of an Ha- 
madryad, into their society. The water which 
welled from the mountain, is said to have been 
called from her weeping, the tears of Byblis. 

BYBLUS, a town of Syria in Phoenicia, where 
a temple was devoted to Adonis. 

BYRSA, a citadel in the midst of Carthage, on 

which a temple was built to Aesculapius 

When the city was taken, the wife of Has- 
drubal burnt it. On the arrival of Dido in 
Africa, she purchased from the inhabitants of 
the distrift as much land as might be included 
within the compass of an hide Having com- 
pleted her bargain, she cut the whole of the 
skin into thongs, and, by that means, inclosed 
a large piece of ground, which obtained its 
name from Bujo-*, a bide 

BYTHIS, son of Mars, who gave his name to 
Bithynia. 

BYZENUS, son of Neptune, whose speech was 
so unreserved as to become proverbial. 
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CAANTHUS, son of Ocean ns and Tethys. Hav- 
ing been commanded by his father to pursue 
Apollo, who had carried off Melia, his sister, 
and not being able to overtake him, he, in re- 
venge, set fire to the wood and temple of that 
deity m the confines of Ismenus, who, in re- 
turn, punished him with death 

CABALINUS FONS, the spring of the Muses, 
a very transparent fountain of Mount Helicon 
in Boeotia, called Hippocrcne by the Greeks, 
because opened by the horse Pegasus on strik- 
ing the rock with his hoof , and thence also. 
Peg asms. 

CABARI f ES, Nymphs, so called, descended 
from Cabira. 

CABARNIS, the name of the island of Paros, 
froinCabarnus, a shepherd of that country who 
informed Ceres of the rape of her daugliter 

CABEREA, one of the daughters of Proteus by 
the Nymph Torone, his wife 

CABIRA, the Nymph said to be wife of Vulcan, 
and mother of Camillus, and the Nymphs Cabi- 
rides 

CABIRI, that is, great, powerful, Pagan deities 
Who they were is a question much contro- 
verted among mythological authors Some 
say they were brought from Egypt into Samo- 
thracia, and the Aegean isles, and that they 
were Osiris, Isis, and Orus, under the names of 
Axieros, Axiocusa, and Axiocersus, to which 
some add a fourth, called Camillus, or Cas- 
millus, who was the Egyptian Anubis The old 
Scholiast on Apollonius’s Argonautics, says. 
In Samothracia they are initiated into the 
mysteries of the Cabiri, whose names are i e- 
corded by Mnaseas, they are in numbei foui, 
Axieros, Axiocersa, Axiocei'sus, and Casmillus. 
Axieros is Ceres, Axiocersa Proserpine, Axio- 
cersus, Pluto, and Casmillus, Mercury ” Bo- 
chart gives Hebrew etymologies of the three 
first names: Axieros, he says, signifies, the 
earth ts my possession, which agrees very well 
with Ceres; Axiocersa and Axiocei’sus means, 
death or dissolution is my prtion, which is very * 
Vol. /. 4 
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applicable to Pluto and Proserpine. Casmillus, 
he adds, was rather a minister and attendant 
on the gods Cabiri than one of them , and 
Servius remarks, that Casmillus is a Tuscan 
word, signifying, the minister of the gods, an 
office always ascribed by the ancients to Mer- 
cury, A modern author, Fourmont, who finds 
most of the Pagan deities in thefamily of Abra- 
ham, makes Axieros to be Isaac, the heir of 
his father Abraham, in whom his seed was to 
be called ; and Axiocersa and Axiocersus to be 
Ishmael and his wife, because, it is said, he 
dwelt in the deseit or wilderness of Paian, and 
his mother took him a wite out of the land of 
Egypt ,” both which descriptions agree with 
the etymologies given by Bochart The Cabin, 
however, according to the Sclioliast on Apol- 
lonius, weie the gods of Samothiacia Vario 
leckons but two Cabin, Tellus and Coelus ; 
others three, Jupiter, Juno, and Minerva, 
whom Tertullian means when he says, There 
are three altars ereiJted to three gods. Great, 
Powerful, Strong , the same are thought to be 
the deities of Samothracia ” Macrobius, 
speaking of the latter Cabiri, says, “ Jupiter 
is the middle region of the air, Juno the 
lower, together with the earth, and Minerva 
the upper, or ether ” He adds, “ that Dema- 
ratus, son of Coi inthius, being to be initiated 
into the mysteries of the Saniothracian religion, 
joined the above-mentioned deities in one and 
the same temple a ciicumstance, which, ac- 
cording to the ridiculous conceit of the learned 
Vossius, was, probably, thecoirupt remains of 
an ancient tradition received fiom Noah con- 
cerning the thiec peisons in the deity, on which 
hyjxithesis Jupiter must be taken for the su- 
pieme God, Mineiva for the woid or wisdom 
of God, and Juno, lor the Holy Spirit That 
the Samothiacian mystciies were very ancient 
appears evident, from this, that the Romans 
received them fioin the Albanians, these from 
the exiled Trojans, and the Trojans from king 
Dardanus, who brought them out of Samothra. 

U 
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cia into Phyrgia, scarce more than 800 years 
after the deluge • nor is it improbable but the 
Samothracians had these deities some centuries 
before Dardanus The term Cabin comes from 
the Hebrew or Phoenician word Cabtr, which 
signifies or poweiful, and seems to have 
been a general name given to deities of supe- 
1 lor ran k Such were Castor and Pollux, Dws- 
low 01 , or sprung from Jove, as appears from 
an ancient Greek inscription preserved by 
Gruter, thus rendered into English' Dedi- 
cated by Gams, the son if Gaius the Acbamantan, 
made pnest of the great gods Dioscoui ot. Cabin, (Sc. 
The Saracens, till the time of the emperor He- 
larlius, worshipped idols, adoring Lucifer and 
Venus, whom they called Cbabar, which, in 
their language, signifies the same as Cabir, in 
the Hebrew or Phoenician, viz. great. Julius 
Firmicus intimates, that the Cabin were three 
brothers, one of whom was slain by the other 
two, and then deified In earlier times it was 
judged an a6l of irreverence to pronounce their 
names, which was the case with the tcUagram- 
maton of the Jews , they were, thci efore, only 
spoken of by the general denomination of Dws- 
couroi, sprung from Jove. It is impossible to 
reduce the numerous fabulous stories of these 
Cabiri to any consistency, for they were all the 
inventions of later ages ; and when the fabulous 
accounts of recent times became intermixed 
with the ancient traditions, it is no wonder 
the truth should be materially darkened. 

CABIRIA, festivals in honour of the Cabiri, ce- 
lebrated in Thebes and Lemnos, but especially 
in Samothracia, an island consecrated to the 
Cabiri. This feast was very ancient, and sup- 
posed prior even to the time of Jupiter, who is 
said to have restored it. It was holden by 
night, and children above a certain age were 
initiated in the mysteries of these gods. All 
who were consecrated were thought to be se- 
cured thereby from storms at sea, and all other 
dangers The ceremony of initiation was per- 
formed by placing the candidate, crowned with 
olive branches, and girt about the loins with a 
purple ribband, on a kind of throne, round 
which the priests and persons before initiated 
danced. When a person had committed mur- 
der, the Cabiria gave him an asylum. See 
Corybantes, Curetes, Da3yli, (Sc 


CA6IRIDES, Nymphs, daughters of Cabira. 
CABURA, a fountain of Mesopotamia, in which 
Juno had bathed. 

CABRUS, CAPRUS, or CALABRUS, a god to 
whom little salted fishes were sacrificed His 
worship was celebrated at Phaselis in Pam- 
phylia. 

CACA, sister of Cactis, discovered to Hercules 
the theft of his oxen by her brotlrer ; for which, 
says Servius, the vestal virgins sacrificed her. 
CACUS, son of Vulcan, was of prodigious bulk, 
and is represented as half man, half satyr. 
He was a notorious robber, and received his 
name, which imports bad or wicked, from his 
consummate villany. He fixed himself on Mount 
Aventine, and thence infested all Italy with 
his depredations. As Hercules was driving 
home the herd of king Geryon, whom he had 
slam, Cacus robbed him of some of his oxen, 
which he drew backivard into his den, least 
they should be discovered , but Hercules, at 
last finding them out, either by their lowing, 
or, a discovery of the robbery by Caca, sister 
of Cacus, as mentioned by Servius, killed Ca- 
cus with his club. Virgil gives an ample ac- 
count of this exploit. There are some ancient 
gems that represent Cacus in the aft of stealing 
these oxen, and dragging them to his cave by 
their tails, just as the story is related in Virgil ; 
and, on the reverse of a medal of Antoninus 
Pius, you see him lying dead at the feet of Her- 
cules, whilst the country people press towards 
the hero, kissing his hand, as their great deli- 
verer. It is remarked by Mr. Spence, that he 
never yet met with the combat itself between 
Hercules and Cacus, on any other medal, gem, 
or marble ; and, as to the ancient paintings, 
there is but a small share of them that re- 
mains. Virgil and Ovid differ in their ac- 
counts of this combat ; the latter makes Her- 
cules dash out the brains of this robber with 
his club , whereas, the frarmer speaks very ex- 
pressly of his squeezing him to death. Virgil 
was certainly the most exa61 of all the Roman 
poets, and Ovid the least of all in his time. — 
Indeed Virgil, in this particular, seems to have 
very good reason fot what he hath advanced : 
he makes Hercules go out with his usual wea- 
pon, his club, to pursue Cacus; but when he 
has found him out, and plunges into his cave. 
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which was all dark and full of smoke, his club 
would be ot' no use to him, since he could not 
see where to direa his blows ; he, therefore, 
describes him rushing forward, and when he 
meets Cacus, laying hold of him with one 
hand, (in the manner of the Luaantes of old) 
whilst he throttles him with the other. Both 
Virgil and Juvenal mention, that Hercules, af- 
ter he had killed Cacus, dragged him out of his 
cave by the feet. Juvenal, particularly, m such 
a manner as shews, that he referred to some 
known painting or sculpture of this part of the 
story in his time, in which Cacus seems to have 
made a very contemptible and ignominous fi- 
gure. In the Palazzo Sampieri at Bologna, 
are three ceilings painted by Lewis, Hannibal, 
and Austin Carrache • the subjeft of the last 
is this very story of Hercules killing Cacus ; 
and, it is very remarkable, that, in it, he has 
given Cacus a human body, with the head of 
a beast. This work was executed in the 
heighth of the school of the Carraches, and 
might possibly be borrowed from some an- 
tique. What suggested this conjefture was, 
Virgil’s calling Cacus a monster in one place, 
and half a man, half beast in others Though 
no antique representing Cacus in this manner, 
has hitherto been discovered, yet, he may one 
day, be found to have had as much of the brute 
in marble, as Carrache has given him in his 
painting.” 

CADMEUS, OR CADMEIUS, a Tlieban man, 
and Cadmeta, or Cadmeis, a Theban woman , 
from Cadmus, the founder of Thebes 

CADMILLUS, CAMILLUS, and CASMILLUS, 
names of Mercury, who swept the room where 
the gods supped, made the beds, and under- 
went many other like servile employments, 
whence he was stiled Camillus or Casmillus, 
that b, inferior servant of the gods ; for anciently, 
all boys and girls under age were called Ca- 
miJlt and CamUlae; and the same name was 
afterwards given to the young men and maids 
who attended the priests at the sacrifices. — 
The Boeotians, instead of Camillus, say. Cad- 
mllus, perhaps from the Arabic word Cbadam, 
to serve, or from the Phoenician word Cbadmel, 
God's servant, or sacer minister. 

CADMUS, king of Thebesi was son of Agenor, 
king of Phoenicia, and brother of Thasus, Phoe- 
3 


nix, Cilix, and Europa, which last Jupiter 
carried into Crete. Agenor, disconsolate for 
the loss of Europa, dispatched Cadmus and 
Thasus with difi^rent fleets in search of her, 
injoining them not to return without her, 
under pain of banishment. Their search 
proving fruitless, Thasus settled in an island 
of the Aegean sea, to which he gave his name, 
and which was formerly called Plate. Cadmus, 
enquiring of the Delphic oracle for a settlement, 
was answered, that he should observe the mo- 
tions of a cow, having certain marks, and that 
he should build a city where she lay down 
Coming among the Phocenses, one of Pela- 
gon’s cows met him, and condu61ing him 
through Boeotia,till they came to the spot where 
Thebes was soon afterwards built, she there 
lay down. Cadmus intending to sacrifice the 
cow to Pallas, sent two of his company to the 
fountain Dirce for water, when a diagon, son 
of Mars and Venus, attacked and killed them 
Cadmus, revenging the death of his ])eople by 
slaying the dragon, Pallas advised him to pluck 
out the dragon’s teeth, and sow them in the 
earth, which being done, there sprung up a 
number of armed men, who assaulted him, to 
revenge their father’s death ; but Pallas, di- 
recting him to throw a stone amongst them, 
the warriors turned their weapons on each 
other with such animosity, that only five sur- 
vived the combat, who proved very useful to 
Cadmus in building his new city. After this, 
to recompense his toils, the gods gave Cadmus 
Harmoma, or Hermione, daughter of Mars and 
Venus, to wife, and honoured the nuptials with 
peculiar marks of favour. Ceres gave plenty 
of com ; Mercury, a harp , Pallas, bracelets, a 
robe and pipe ; EleClra performed the ceremo- 
nies of Magna Mater, and gave drums and 
cymbals ; Apollo sang to his lute, and the 
Muses assisted in all the excellence of vocal 
and instrumental harmony But the posterity 
of Cadmus and Hermione proving unfortunate, 
as appears from the stories of Semele, Ino, 
Agave, and the rest, they left Thebes to Pen- 
theus, son of Echion and Agave, went to the 
Eclellenses, and being, by advice of the oracle, 
chosen commanders in their war against the 
Illyrians, they not only gained the victory, but 
for some time reigned over the people, tiU they 

U 2 
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were changed into bcrpents, or rather, sent by 
Jupiter into the Elysian faelds, in a chariot 
drawn by sci pents The Greeks were indebt- 
ed to Cadmus lor the invention of brass, and 
the first use of arins As to the meaning of 
this fable in the Phoenician tongue, the two 
woids Nacba^b, which the Greeks tran- 
slated serpents' teetb, signified as well spears of 
brass The ambiguity of another v/ord,Cbemesb, 
helped on the fiction, as, according to a diffe- 
rence in pronunciation, it signified either the 
number^ue, or one ready for aBion thus, the 
same sentence, which, with the Phoenicians, 
only intimated, that he commanded a disci- 
plined body of men armed wtib brass, was ren- 
dcied, by those inclined to the marvellous, be 
made an army of Jive men out of tbe teetb of a ser- 
pent Cadmus being a Hivite, a name of near 
affinity with that of a serpent, gave further 
occasion to that part of it which says, that his 
men sprung from a serpent, and himself and 
wife were changed into this animal. So indus- 
trious weie the Gieeks to involve the most 
simple fa6ts in mysterious confusion The 
Phoenicians with Cadmus, expelled tlieir coun- 
try by Joshua, first introduced among the 
Greeks the practice of consecrating statues to 
the gods, the use of letters, thence called Phoe- 
nician or Cadmean letters, and the art of writ- 
ing in prose Cadmus and Og, or Ogyges, are 
the same, whence every thing very ancient 
was termed Ogygian, by the Thebans The 
Gophyraei, settled at Athens, were the Phoe- 
nicians who came with him, and preserved his 
memory by the name of Ogyges, as from his 
name Cadmus, or Cadem, signifying tbe East, 
whence he came, was their famous place of 
learning, after which every other was called 
Academia 

CADUCEUS, the rod or sceptre of Mercury, 
being a wand with two wings, entwisted by 
two serpents, borne by that deity as the en- 
sign of his quality and office, and given him, 
according to the fable, by Apollo, for his seven- 
stringed harp Wonderful properties are as- 
cribed to this rod by the poets, such as laying 
men asleep, raising the dead, &c. It was also 
used by the ancients as a symbol of peace and 
concord the Romans sent the Carthaginians 
a javelin and a Caduceus, offering them by 


these their choice either of war or peace A- 
mong that people, those who denounced war 
were called Fectales, and those who went to 
demand peace, Caduceatores, because they 
bore a Caduceus in their hand. The Caduceus 
on medals, is a common symbol, signifying 
good condudf, peace, and prosperity. The 
rod expresses power ; the serpents, prudence , 
and the wings, diligence. The Caduceus is 
so pun6lually described by the poets, that one 
might almost instruct a painter, from them, 
how to colour every part of it. It should rather 
be held lightly between the two fingers, than 
grasped by the whole hand. The wand itself 
should be of the colour of gold, and the two 
serpents of a greenish viper-colour ; and might 
fling a cast of the same colour upon the gold, 
if the painter had skill enough to do it - In 
several antiques, the Caduceus itself is re- 
presented with wings ; but the mention of 
them is scarcely to be found in the poets — 
Wings, therefore, may be given or omitted 
at the painter’s option, and made of whatever 
colour he shall choose The Caduceus, which 
Mercury is represented as holding generally 
in his right hand, is seen sometimes in his 
left ; and often, also, m the right hand of a 
female figure, to symbolize happiness, peace, 
concord, security, fortune, and, with a cornu- 
copia, plenty — It may be seen on coins, in the 
hand of Hercules, Ceres, and Venus, and also 
of Anubis, with a canine head , though, in 
this instance, it has a reference to the Mercury 
of Egypt 

CADU CIFER, Mercury ; so called from his car- 
rying the Caduceus. 

CAEA, an island of the Aegean sea, which ob- 
tained his name from Cams, the son of Ti- 
tan 

CAECA, signifying blind, is a name of Fortune. 
Neither is she only, says Cicero, blind her- 
self, but she many times makes those blind 
that enjoy her. 

CAECI AS, a wind blowing from the north, about 
the season of the equinox. 

CAECULUS, son of Vulcan, and brother of 
Cacus, so called, from his little eyes. He, 
like Cacus, lived by plunder. It is said, by 
some, that he was conceived by a spark of 
fire glancing into the bosom of his mother 
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Praeneste ; and as a mark of what gave him his CALABRUS. See Cabrus 
being, had always an inflammation in his eyes CALAIS, son of Boreas, and brother of Zethes, 
Others relate, that some shepherds finding one of the Argonauts See Zetba and Calais 
Caeculus just born, unhurt in the midst of CALOIDIA, solemn sports, celebiated by the 


fire, thence concluded him to have been the 
son of Vulcan. He was afterwards founder of 
the city Praeneste, and took the part of Tur- 
nus against Aeneas. It is thought the noble 
Roman family of Caecilii derived their name 
from the Caeculus of this article. Virgil men- 
tions him in the seventh Aeneid. 

CAEDICUS. SeeAlcatbous. 

CAELIGENA, an epithet given by Vano to the 
goddess Vi6loria, because victory comes from 
heaven. 

CAENEUS, one of the Argonauts likewise, a 
hero in the ninth Aeneid, overthrown by Tur- 
nus, but who had vanquished Ortygius 

CAENEUS, an epithet of Jupiter, from Caene 
a promontory on the coast of Laconia, w here 
Jupiter had a temple. 

There was also a Thessalian of this name, who 
having been a female called Cotms, obtiuned 
from Neptune, as a compensation for the vio- 
lence he had offered her, to be changed into a 
man, and rendered invulnerable. Taking 
part with the Lapithae against the Centaurs, 
and making terrible havock amongst them, 
the latter unable to wound, overwhelmed 
him by an overthrow of trees , on which 
Neptune transformed him to a bird Virgil, 
however, represents her as recovering her 
original form This Cacneus is said to have 
been the father of Atalanta 

CAENIS, daughter of Elatus, the Lapithian.— - 
See Caeneus. 

COEOS. See Caea. 

CAERULEUS PRATER, Neptune, so called 
from the colour of the sea. Caerulei Dei, are the 
marine deities. 

CAEUS, the son of Titan, who, with the rest of 
that giant brood, made war upon Jupiter. 

C AICU S, a character in the Aeneid, book the ninth 

CAHOS See Chaos. 

CAJETAj nurse of Aeneas: her death is men- 
tioned in the ninth Aeneid. The promontory 
on which she died, as well as the port and city 
built near it, were denominated from her 

CAICUS, son of Mercury, he gave his name to 
a river in Mysia. 


Laconians, in honour of Diana. 

CALCAS, OR CALCHAS, son ofThestor, fol- 
lowed the Grecian army to T roy, in the func- 
tion of diviner, soothsayer, or prophet He 
foretold that the siege would last ten yeai s, and 
that the fleet which w.is detained in the jioit 
of Aulis by contraiy winds, would not set sail 
till Iphegenia, the daughter of Agamemnon, 
had been sacrificed to Diana also, that the 
plague in the Grecian aimy would not coast 
till Chryseis was restored to her father. After 
the taking of Troy, Calchas retired to Colo- 
phon, where he died of gnef, because he could 
not divine what Mojisus, a peison of his own 
profession, discovered , and thus was fulfilled 
the predidlion mentioned by Sophocles, that 
Calchas should die as soon as he met with his 
master in the art of divining This adventure 
happened on the spot where Mojisus disputed 
with Calchas, which was the sac red glove of 
Apollo, at Claros, near the city of Colophon 
Calchas had walked with Amphilochus from 
Troy to Claros, to try the skill of his iival, 
and requiied from him, on producing a sow 
with young, how many she had in her belly? 
Mopsus replied that she had three, one of whicli 
was a female , and, upon examination, he was 
found to be right Mopsus, in his turn, asked 
Calchas what was the exa6t number of figs 
which grew upon a certain tree ? This, Calciias 
not being able to ascertain, broke his heart 
fiom vexation Theie are some authors, how- 
ever, who attribute the question of the figs to 
Calchas, and the reply to Mopsus, that tiiere 
were ten thousand, all which but one might be 
contained m a certain measure This answer, 
they add, being exactly verified upon trial, 
caused Calchas to die of chagi in Others say 
that Calchas only demanded of Mopsus what 
number of young a certain sow carried in her 
belly ? and that the accuiacy alone of the an- 
swer killed him , so that Mopsus had no occa- 
sion to propose any question. Strabo remarks 
that this contest did not happen at Claros, but 
in Cilicia. If we may believe Suidas, one of the 
Sibyls was the daughter of Calchas, her w hom 
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he calls Lampasa and Colophonian, and to whom 
he ascribes some oracles in verse See Lampasa, 
Mopsus 

CALCHINIA, a daughter of Leucippus, had a 
son by Neptune, who inherited Sicyon, the 
kingdom of his grandfather 

CALCIOPE. See Cbalctope. 

CALENDARIS, a surname given to Juno, be- 
cause the calends of each month were conse- 
crated to her, and sacrifices offered her upon 
-them. 

CALESIUS, the charioteer of Axylus, who was 
killed by Diomedes, in the Trojan war. 

CALETOR, a Trojan prince, whom Ajax slew 
as he was going to set fire to the ship of Pro- 
tesilaus 

CALIADNE, the wife of Aegyptus. 

CALICE, OR CALYGE, the daughter of Aeo- 
lus. 

CALISTO, OR HELICE, was the daughter of 
Lycaon, king of Arcadia, and one of the 
Nymphs of Diana Jupiter being enamoured 
of her, and despairing of success from solicita- 
tion, assumed the form of the goddess of Chas- 
tity to effect his purpose. The consequence 
being discovered whilst Calisto was bathing, 
Diana banished her the society. The Nymph 
retired to a neighbouring wood, and was no 
sooner delivered of a son, than Juno, to revenge 
the infidelity of her husband, transformed them 
both into bears. Jupiter, however, commise- 
rating their condition, placed them both in the 
heavens ; whence Calisto is said to be the great 
bear, and Areas the little. See Areas. 

CALLIANASSA and CALL IAN IRA, Nymphs 
who presided over good condu6l and propriety 
of manners. 

CALLICHORUS, a place in Phocis, where the 
orgies of Bacchus were celebrated, and dances 
in honour of that god. 

CALLICON. See Acbeus. 

CALLIGENIA, the nurse, or as others main- 
tain, one of theNymphsofCeres. Someconsider 
It as the name of the goddess herself, whilst o- 
thers ascribe it to Tellus. 

CALLIOPE, the Muse who presides over elo- 
quence and heroic poetry ; so called from the 
extatic harmony of her voice. She was ac- 
counted the first of the Nine. The poets, who 
are supposed to receive their inspirations from 


them, chiefly invoke Calliope, as she presided 
over the hymns made in honour of the gods - - 
Calliope is spoken of by Ovid, as the chief of 
all the Muses. Under the same idea, Horace 
calls her Regina, and attributes to her the skill 
of playing on what instrument she pleases. Mr 
Spence remarks, that •• The book she holds in 
her left hand, as inventress of heroic poetry, 
is much more like a modern book than an an- 
cient adding, The books of old were like 
the rolls in our offices, for old records, and the 
form we use for books now, was then only used 
for tablets, or pocket-books these tablets, in 
the left hand of Calliope, mark out the distin- 
guishing charadler of this Muse, which waato 
note down the worthy adlions of the living, as 
Clio’s was to celebrate those of departed heroes. 
Though those are only tablets, Ausonius calls 
them Libn. The common names of them used 
by Pliny in his Epistles, and by several of the 
Roman writers, are much more proper, and 
more descriptive of them." 

CALLIPYGES, a surname of Venus. 

CALLIRHOE, a young female of Calydon, whom 
Coresus, the high-priest of Bacchus, distra6fed- 
ly loved, but being unable to engage her af- 
fection, he implored the god to revenge her 
insensibility, and, in consequence, the Caly- 
donians were afflicted with phrenzy. The oracle 
being consulted for a remedy, injoined the im- 
molation of Callirhoe, or the person who might 
offer to suffer in her stead. No substitute ap- 
pearing, the Nymph was led to the altar, but 
when Coresus, who was to perform the sacri- 
fice, beheld her decorated as a victim, his heart 
relented, and he turned the knife against him- 
self. Callirhoe struck with compassion, to ap- 
pease the manes of Coresus, immediately sacri- 
ficed herself. 

Another Callirhoe was daughter of the river A- 
chelous, and wife of that Alcmeon who killed 
his mother Eriphyle. Having married Callir- 
hoe whilst his former wife, Arsinoe, was alfve, 
he took from her, and presented to his new 
bride, the celebrated necklace with which Eri- 
phyle had been bribed to engage her husband 
in the Theban expedition. This necklace, 
which was of gold, had been given by Venus 
to Hermione her daughter, the wife of Cadmus, 
together with a peplum, or robe ; and with it 
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came into Eriphyle’s possession, the former 
having been presented her by Polynices, and 
the latter by Thersander, his son. The history 
of the necklace is variously related. Some pre- 
tend it to have come originally from Jupiter, 
and that he gave it to Europa, she to Cadmus, 
and Cadmus to Hermione. Others, that Vul- 
can, the fabricator of the necklace, bestowed 
it as a present on Cadmus, to be revenged on 
Hermione, who was bom of the adultery of 
Venus with Mars, for his wife’s perfidy to him ; 
and that he caused the necklace to become fa- 
tal to all those who should wear it. The ma- 
terials of it, he is said to have composed, among 
others, of the ashes which remained on his an- 
vil after he had made the thunderbolts, and that 
he had impressed upon it mystical figures . in 
a word, that he made it a fatal talisman, whence 
it happened that Hermione, Semele, Jocasta, 
Eriphyle, &c. who wore the necklace in suc- 
cession, severally came to an unhappy end — 
When Polynices fled from Thebes to Argos, 
he IS said to have taken with him, from Her- 
mione, her necklace and peplum The former 
is described by StatillusandNonnus. The Scho- 
liast on Statius asserts, that this necklace was 
consecrated to Apollo, and thrown into a foun- 
tain, wh*ere, though it might still be seen, no 
one could touch it without offending the Sun, 
as was evident from the tempest that immedi- 
ately arose. The account, however, of Pausa- 
nias is much less chimerical. This author thinks 
that when the temple of Delphi was plundered 
by the Phoceans, Hermione’s necklace was part 
of their plunder ; and he shews that the one 
carried to Amathus, in Cyprus, and there de- 
posited in the temple of Venus and Adonis, 
though said to have been the necklace of Her- 
mione and Eriphyle, was not the genuine. Di- 
odorus Siculus assures us, that a Phocian lady, 
after the pillage of the temple of Delphi, daring 
to adorn herself with Eriphyle’s jewels, was 
burnt in her house, her eldest son setting fire 
to it at the impulse of the Furies. It must, not- 
withstanding, be noted, that Athenaeus hath 
quoted an author, who says, Alcmeon did really 
consecrate Eriphyle’s necklace in the temple of 
Deli^i, the oracle having required it, as a re- 
ward of him for the cure of his madness. Cal- 
lirhoe having heard this necklace described, is 


reported to have refused Alcmcon access to her 
person, unless he would make it her own ; on 
which the unhappy man went to Phegeus, the 
father of Arsinoe, who resided at Psophis, m 
Arcadia, and pretended that the oracle had 
declared he could never be cured of his phren- 
zy unless this necklace was hung up in the 
temple of Delphi Phegeus delivered him the 
necklace, but finding it designed for Callirhoe, 
commanded his two sons to murder Alcmeon. 
Callirhoe, concerned for the fate of her hus- 
band, passionately desired that his murderers 
should be punished, and, with this view, yielded 
to the importunities of Jupiter, on condition 
that her children, by Alcmeon, who were still 
very young, might instantly arrive at their full 
growth. The requisition being granted, her 
two sons Amphoterus and Acarnanus, set for- 
ward to execute her purpose On their way 
they met the assasins, who were going to offer 
the necklace and robe of Eriphyle at Delphi. 
Killing them, they proceeded to Sophis, where 
they murdered also Phegeus and his wife. On 
their return, however, they were pursued to 
1 egeum, but there meeting with powerful as- 
sistance, they compel their opponents to flee. 
Having recited their exploits to Callirhoe, they 
repaired to Delphi, and consecrated to Apollo 
the necklace and robe, as Achelous had en- 
joined. Thence proceeding to Epirus, they 
established the colony Acamania See Ale- 
man. 

There was another Callirhoe, the daughter of 
Scamander, who, by Tros, her husband, was 
the mother of IIus, Ganymede, and Assaracus. 

Another Callirhoe, was daughter of Ocean us 
and Tethys, and mother of Echidna, Orthos, 
and Cerberus, by Chrysaor. 

A Ji/ib of the same name, daughter of Lycus, the 
tyrant of Lybia, courteously received Diomedes 
on his return from Troy, and on his departure 
killed herself. 

A stxtb Callirhoe, the daughter of Phocus, was 
universally admired for her beauty , but her 
lovers finding Phocus averse to their preten- 
sions, put him to death ; and Callirhoe, in re- 
turn, excited her countrymen to avenge her 
of the murderers of her father. 

Another Callirhoe, was daughter to Piras and 
Niobe. 
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CALLISTEIA, that is, the rexvard of beauty, a 
Lesbian lestival, at which the women present- 
ed themselves in the temple of Juno, and the 
prize was assigned to the faiiest The same 
kind of contest took place at the Eleusinia of 
Ceres, among the Parrhasians, first instituted 
by Cypselus, whose wife Herodice was ho- 
noured with the first prize and we read of 
another among the Eleans, where the contest 
was among the men, the most beautiful of 
whom was presented with a complete suit of 
armour, which he consecrated to Minerva, 
walking, adorned with ribbands, and crowned 
with a myitle garland, to the temple, accom- 
panied by his partizans and friends. 
CALLISTEPHANI, Nymphs so called See 
Games Olympic 
CALLISTO ^acCalisto 

CALLYNTERIA, an Athenian festival, of which 
no particulars are transmitted 
CALOIDIA, solemn sports celebiated by the La 
conians in honour of Diana 
CALPE SteAbyla. 

CALUMNY, a vice, deified by the Greeks and 
Romans . She had an altar erected to her by the 
Athenians. Apelles, the Ephesian, being mali- 
ciously accused of a conspiiacy against king 
Ptolemy, and having escaped tlie danger to 
which Calumny had exposed him, revenged 
himself on that deity by thus depicting her.— 
Credulity, rcpiesentcd by a man with large, 
open ears, invites this deity to him, extending 
his hand to receive her Ignorance and Suspi- 
cion stand behind him Calumny, the princi- 
pal figure of the piece, appears advancing, her 
countenance disturbed, and seemingly enraged, 
holding in her left hand a lighted torch, and 
with her right dragging along a youth by the 
hair, who lifts up his hands as supplicating the 
gods: before her marches Envy, under the 
form of a pale, ill-looking man, with keen, 
squinting eyes on her right side are Fraud and 
Conspiracy behind follows Repentance, in the 
figure of a woman with tattered garniente, 
shedding tears, and casting her eyes back- 
wards upon Truth, who slowly closes the rear. 
CALUS, the same with Acalus. 

CALVA, a name of Venus. There was 'a tem- 
ple at Rome dedicated to Venus Calva, because 
when the Gauls possessed themselves of that 


city, ropes for the engines were made of the wo- 
mens’ hair. 

CALYBE, the priestess of Juno, under whose fi- 
gure Aledto presented herself to Turn us. 

The wife of Laomedon, and mother of Bucolion 
was likewise so named 

CALYCE, was the daughter of Aeolus, son of 
Helenus and Enarettc, daughter of Deimachus 
By Aethlius, son of Jupiter, she became the 
mother of Endymion, king of Elis. • 

Also a beautiful Grecian girl, who, from disap- 
pointment in love, threw herself from a preci- 
pice, and was on account of it celebrated by the 
Poet Stesichorus, hose verses on this subject 
were extant m the time of Athenaeus 

CALYDON, a city of Actolia, in which reigned 
Oeneus, the father of Meleager, and in a forest 
of which Meleager killed the monstrous wild 
boar Sec Meleager. 

CALYDON, son of Aetolus and Pronoe, the 
daughter of Phorbas, from whom the city of 
Calydon just mentioned was called 

Of the same name also Mars had a son 

CALYDONIS, Dejanira, a native of Calydon. 

CALYDONIUS, a surname of Bacchus, from the 
worship paid him in Calydon 

CALYDONIUS HEROS, Meleager. ^ 

CALYPSO, daughter of Tethys and Oceanus, or, 
as others say, of Atlas She was queen of the 
island Ogygia, which, from her, was called the 
island of Calypso According to Homer, U- 
lysses suffered shipwreck on her coast, and 
stayed with her several years She is said to 
have offered him immortality, provided he 
would remain with her. But this the hero re- 
fusing, he was at length permitted to depart. 
Mercury being dispatched to him from Jupiter 
for the purpose. During his continuation, how- 
ever, on the island, the goddess is said to have had 
by him two sons, Nausithous and Nausinous, and 
on his departure to have become inomsola- 
ble 

CAMARASSUAMNI, that is. Son of the Lord. 
See Rutrem. 

CAMBES, a Lydian prince of so voracious an 
appetite, as to devour even his wife. 

CAMELAE, OR GAMELAE DEAE, goddesses 
of marriage, who were invoked by young fe- 
males at the approach of their nuptials. 

CAMENAE. See Camoenae. 
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CAMERSf brother of Numa, and son of Volscens, 
mentioned by Virgil in the tenth Aeneid. 

CAMERTUS, a Rutilian chief, whose form is as- 
sumed by Juturna, sister of Turn us, in the 
twelfth Aeneid, and under which she dissuades 
the Rutilians from acceding to the purposed 
combat between Turnus and Aeneas. 

CAMESES, a prince of Italy, who divided the 
sovereignty with Saturn 

CAMILLA, daughter of Metabus and Casmilla, 
was queen of the Volscians, and a heroine bred 
to the exercise of arms. She was slain in de- 
fence of Turnus, when she assisted him against 
Aeneas. In the seventh Aeneid, Virgil gives 
a beautiful description of this heroine, and re- 
presents her so swift of foot as to outstrip the 
winds, to skim over standing corn, or glide a- 
long the surface of the water. In the eleventh 
Aeneid she kills Eumanius, Lins, Pegasus, A- 
niastiiis, Tereus, Hariialycus, Demophoon, 
Chromis, Ornytus, Butes, Orsilochus, and the 
son of Aunus, and at last she falls by the hands 
of Aruns 

CAMILLAS, CAMILLI, hoys and girls who 
ministered in the sacrifices ol the gods, and es- 
jiecially those who attended the Flamen Dialis, 
or priest of Jupiter. The word seems borrow- 
ed horn the language of the ancient Heti uri- 
ans, where it signified tmmster, and was changed 
tioin Casmillus. 

CAMILLUS, an appellation given by the Tus- 
cans to Mercury, in quality of minister of the 
gods See Cadmtllus 

CAMILUS, son of Vulcan, by the Nymph Ca- 
bira. 

CAMIRO AND CLYTIA, daughters of Pandarus 
of Crete, who, on the death of their parents, 
being left to the care of Venus, were fostered 
with tenderness But Jupiter, though petitioned 
to bestow upon them kind husbands, retained 
so much rancour against their father, on ac- 
count of his conduct, that he consigned them 
to the Harpyes, to be delivered to the Furies 
CAMIRUS AND CAMIRA, a town of Rhodes, so 
called from a son of Hercules and lole, who 
was said to have built it. 

CAMOENA, one of the deities presiding over 
adult persons. It was thought this goddess in- 
clined infants to sing. 

CAMOENAE: the Muses were all comprehended 
VoL /. 4 


under this general appellation, which, accord- 
ing to Festus, Macrobius, and Servius, was 
given them from the melody aitd sweetness of 
their numbers, in singing the exploits of heroes 
and of gods ; the term itself being derived a 
cantu amoeno. 

CAMPE, the female jailer, who had the custody 
ot the Titans, in Tartarus, and was killed by 
Jupitei for I efusing to pei mit them to go to his 
aid. 

CAMPSER. Sec Vtxtiu 

CANACE, sister of Macareus, and daughter of 
Aeolus. See Macareus. 

CAN ACHE, one of the dogs of Aflaeon. 

CANATE, a mountain in Spam, in a cavern on 
which the Evil Genu were supposed to have 
erefted their palace. 

CANATHUS, a fountain in Nauplia, wheie Juno 
bathed once a year, to recover her original pu- 
rity The Grecian women are said to have a- 
dopted the pra(5fice with the same hope. 

CANCER, on the CRAB, was the animal which 
Juno IS said to have sent against Hercules when 
he contended w ith the Hydra in the morasses 
ot Lerna, and by which his foot was bitten.— 
The heio, howcvei , killed it, and Juno placed 
It m the Zodiac. 

CAN DAREN A, <i name of Juno, so called from 
a town in Paphlagonia 

CANDAULES, or MYRSILUS, sonof Myrsus, 
and the last of the Heraclidae, who possessed 
the throne of Lydia Being foolishly fond of 
his wife, and having exposed her naked to the 
eye of Gyges his minister, was put to death by 
him, at the command of the queen, who raised 
Gyges to her bed 

CANDRENA, a surname of Venus. 

CANDIOPE, daughter of Oenopion, and mother 
of Hippotagus, by Theodotion her brother — 
The father having banished Tlicodotion for his 
crime, they were ordeied by the oracle to settle 
m Thrace. 

CANENS, daughter of Janus, by Venilia, and 
wife of Picus. So sincere was her grief for the 
loss of her husband, that, according to Ovid, 
she wasted away into air, and the place of her 
abode continued her name. 

CANEPHORAE, were two virgins of quality at 
Athens, who resided in the temple of Minerva, 
and at the feast of the Panathenaea carried 
X 
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baskets on their heads^ containing something se- 
cret or mysterious, (ielivered to them by the 
priestess. The baskets were usually crowned 
with flowers, myrtles, &c. The Canephorae 
in these ceremonies always marched first, the 
priest next, and the choir of music followed.— 
The learned are at variance as to the contents 
of the baskets which the Canephorae carried 
some asserting that neither they nor the priestess 
herself knew the contents , whilst others con- 
jecture they were the requisites for sacrifice ; 
and a third party, with nioie probability, that 
they were the female pudendum, which had a 
peculiar share in those mysteries There were 
also Canephorae in the ceremonies of Bacchus 
and Ceres, who, in the Bacchanalia, earned 
golden baskets, in which, besides divers sorts 
of first fruits, was the membrum vuile. Among 
ancient monuments, we find mention of divers 
figures of Canephorae in the famous Corne- 
lian, called Michael Angelo’s ring, are three Ca- 
nephorae, with their baskets on their heads This 
appellation was also given to virgins at Atliens, 
when, becoming marriageable, they present- 
ed certain baskets of curiosities to Diana, to pro- 
cure hci {permission to quit her train, and change 
theii condition ol life — There were two figures 
of Canephorae, by Polycletw, in bronze of the 
middle size, which were greatly admired by the 
ancients Abbe Winkelmann conjectures that 
those in terracotta fronting each other, which 
are evidently designed in tlie antique stile, weie 
copies of them , and what confirms him m the 
opinion is, that the Ciinephorac of Poly- 
cletes were carried by Verres from Messina to 
Rome 

CANEPHORIA, a ceremony in the feast celebra- 
ted by the Athenian virgins, on the eve preced- 
ing their marriage-day. It consisted m a pro- 
cession of the father and mother of the biide, 
who conduced her to the temple of Minerva, 
carrying a basket full of presents, to engage 
the goddess to make the marriage state happy , 
or, according to the Scholiast of Theocritus, 
the basket was intended as a kind of honoura- 
ble amends made that goddess, the proteClrix 
of virginity, for abandoning her party , unless 
it weie considered as a ceremony to appease 

her wrath for relinquishing the virgin state 

Suidas calls it a festival in honour of Diana. — 


Other authors mention the Canephoria of Bac- 
chus. 

CANES, a name common to the Furies. 

CANETHUS, the son of Lycaon. 

CANG-Y, a deity worshipped among the Chi- 
nese, as the god of the lower heavens, and be- 
lieved by them to possess the {xiwer of life and 
death. He has always three ministei ing spirits 
to attend him, the first of whom sends down 
rain to refresh and nourish the earth, the second 
is the god of the sea, to whom all their naviga- 
tors, on sailing, make vows, and at their re- 
turn perform. The third presides over births, 
and IS called the god of War. It is probable 
that some ancient asti onomer among the Chi- 
nese was, and still is, worshipped under this 
name, especially when we find him represented 
as the god of the lower heavens 

CAN ICU LARES DIES, those days in summer 
when Canf!, or the dog -star, was supposed to 
influence the season, by disseminating through 
the air a pernicious heat 

CANON, a Japanese god, who, as represented in 
their jfhgods, presides over the waters and the 
fish His votaries exhibit him with four arms, 
and the lower part of his body swallowed by a 
large sea- monster his head is crowned with 
flowers ; in one hand he holds a sceptre, m 
another a flower, a ring in the thud, and the 
fouith is closed, with the arm extended Over 
against him stands the figure of an humble pe- 
nitent, one half of w hose body is concealed with- 
in a shell The temple is adorned with arrows 
and all sorts of warlike instruments 

CANOFIUS HERCULES, the Egyptian Hercu- 
les, so called from the city C.anopus. 

CANOPUS, one of the deities of the ancient 
Egyptians, and, according to some, the god 
of Water. It is said, that the Chaldeans, who 
worshipped fire, carried their imaginary deity 
through different countries to try his power, 
in order that, if he obtained the viflory over 
the other gods, he might be acknowledged as 
the true objeft of worship. Having, accord- 
ingly, subdued the gods of wood, stone, brass, 
silver, and gold, his ministei*s declared, that 
all the gods did him homage. This the priests 
of Canopus hearing, and finding the Chaldeans 
had brought their god to contend with Canopus, 
they took a large earthen vessel, in which they 
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bored several holes, and, after stopping them 
with wax, filled the vessel with water, painted 
it of several colours, and fitting the head of 
an idol to it, brought it forth to contend with 
the Chaldean deity. The Chaldeans, accord- 
ingly, committed it to the flames, but the heat 
having melted the wax, the water rushed 
thiough the holes, and extinguished their 
fire thus Canopus conquered the god of the 
Chaldeans Canopus, or Canobus, according 
to Strabo, was pilot to Menelaus, and had a 
temple erefted to him in a town called Catwpus, 
near one of the mouths of the Nile, which Dio- 
nysius also mentions Vossius remarks, on this 
occasion, the vanity of the Greeks, who, as he 
conje6lures, hearing of an Egyptian deity 
named Canopus, took the opportunity of dei- 
fying the pilot of Menelaus, as being of the 
same name, and gave out, that the Egyptian 
god Canopus was of Grecian origin Mont- 
faucon gives seveial representaions of this 
deity one, in allusion to the victory above- 
mentioned, thiows out water on every side 
through little holes The Abbe la Pluche 
takes this imaginary deity to have been ori- 
ginally no more than a vessel used by the 
Egyptians to exhibit to the |>cople the depth 
of the overflowing of the Nile, and observes, 
that It probably held as many measures as the 
depth of the water had fathoms or cubits , 
and adds, that they sometimes put upon the 
vase the figure of a man’s head, as a symbol 
of industry or husbandry , at others, the head 
of a young woman, to mark the state of the 
Nile under the sign Virgo , and, at others, the 
head of a dog, to signify the state of that liver 
at the time of the rising of the Dog-star. 

CANTHUS, son of Abas, and one of the Argo- 
nauts, was killed by Caphauius the Lybian, 
with the fragment of a rock, as is related by 
Apollonius in his fourth book 

CANULEIA, one of the first four Vestals cho- 
sen by Numa. 

CAPANEUS. SeeEvadne. 

CAPANEIA CONJUX, the wife of Capaneus, 
that is, Evadne. 

CAPEDUNCULA, the vessels in which the sa- 
cred fire of Vesta was preserved. 

CAPENI, a people of Etruia, in whose territory 

3 


a temple and grove were consecrated to Fe- 
ronia. 

CAPHAREUS, a considerable promontory in 
the island of Euboea, upon which Nauplius, 
to revenge the death of Palamedes, his son, 
whom Ulysses had slam, set a blazing flam- 
beaux in a dark night, to mislead the Grecian 
fleet 

CAPHAURUS, a Lybian shepherd descended 
from Apollo, by Acacalis, daughter of Minos, 
who bore to the god Amphithemis or Gara- 
maus. Amphithemis having intrigued with 
Diana, according to Ajxillonius, the goddess 
became the mother ofNasamon and Caphaurus. 
Canthus the Argonaut, was slain by the latter, 
and himself experienced a similar fate 

CAPH YRA, daughter of Ocean us She is said to 
have nursed and brought up Neptune 

CAPITOLINE GAMES. See Gamis, Capito- 
Itne. 

CAPITOLINUS, a name of Jupiter, from the 
Capitoline Hill, upon the top of which he had 
the first temple ever built in Rome. Tarquin 
the Elder vowed to build it. '1 arquin the 
Proud built, and Horatius the Consul dedicat- 
ed It See under Temple 

CAPNOMANTIA, the art of auguring from 
smoke. 

CAPREUS, king ofHaliaitus See At lo/i 

CAPRICORN, a sign of the Zodiac, consisting 
of twenty-eight stars in the form of a goat — 
Some pietend that Pan, assuming this form, 
when terrified at the giant Typhon, was trans- 
ferred by Jupiter to the heavens ; whilst others 
suppose it to have been the goat Amalthea^ 
which Jupiter sucked 

CAPRIFICALIS, the day consecrated to Vulcan, 
on which the Athenians offered him money 

CAPRIPEDES, a suiname of Pan, the Fauni, 
and Satyrs, given them from their having goat’s 
feet. 

CAPRONIA, a vestal virgin, who suffered death 
for having violated her chastity. 

CAPROTINA, a name of Juno. On the nones 
of July, that is, on the 7th day, the Roman 
maid-servants celebrated her festival, together 
with several free-born women, and.oflered sa- 
crifices to Juno under a wild fig-tree {caprifun) 
in memory of that extraordinary virtue which 
directed them to those measures, by which the 
X 2 
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hcmour of the Roman name was preserved. 
After the city was taken> and the Gallic tu- 
mults quieted, the bordereis finding an oppor- 
tunity of further oppressing the Romans, sent 
an herald to intimate, that if they desired to 
save the remainder of their city, they must 
send out to them all their wives and daugh- 
teis The Senate was strangely distracted at 
the nature of this summons ; but a maid-ser- 
vant, whose name was Philotis or Tuteia, an- 
nouncing to it her design, took with her seve- 
ral other maid-servants, dressed them like mis- 
tresses of families and their daughters, and 
went with them to the enemy. Livy, the Dicta- 
tor, having dispersed them about the camp, 
they incited the enemy to drink, alleging, 
that the day was a festival. The soldiers 
sleeping soundly in consequence of the wine, 
a signal was given from a wild fig-tree, and the 
Romans rushed forth, and cut off the enemy 
The Senate, in gratitude for so important a 
service, not only made the maid-servants free, 
but assigned them portions out of the public 
treasury ; and further, ordered, that the day 
should be called Nonae Caprotmae, from the 
wild fig-tree whence the signal was given ; and 
further enjoined, that an annual sacrifice should 
be celebrated to Juno Caprotina under a wild 
fig-tree, the juice of which, in memory of the 
action, was to be mixed with the sacrifices. — 
Other authors, however, affirm, that Juno, on 
account of the skin and horns of the goat which 
she wore, had the name Caprotma 

CAPRUS SeeCabrus. 

CAPUA, the chief city of Campania, of which 
Capys IS said to have been the founder. 

CAPYS, son of Assaracus, by a daughter of the 
Simois, was father of Anchises by Themis, and 
grandfather of Aeneas. 

Another of the same name came with Aeneas into 
Italy, and is the reputed founder of Capua 

CAR, son of Phoroneus, king of Megara. Also 
a son of Manes, and husband of Callirhoe, the 
daughter of Maeander, from whom Carla was 
named. 

CAR AN US, the same with Recarauus, a surname 
of Hercules. 

GARAEUS, great, a sumamepf Jupiter. 

Others derive it from the worship paid him in 
Caria. 


CARCINUS^ a constellation mentioned by Lu- 
can, the same with Cancer. 

CARDA, CARDEA, or CARDINEA, origi- 
nally the Nymph Grane, whom Janus is said 
to have surprized ; and, to compensate the in- 
jury, made her goddess of door-hinges. She is 
generally supposed to have been the same with 
Carma, or Carna. 

CARE, one of the children of Nox and Ere- 
bus 

CARIUS, son of Jupiter andTorrebia, walking 
round the lake Torrebia, and listening to the 
melodious voices of the Nymphs, learnt their 
music, which he afterwards taught the Lydians, 
who, out of gratitude, worshipped him as a 
god, and built him a temple upon a hill, which 
was called by his name. 

CARMA, OR CARNA, the goddess who pre- 
sided over the vital parts, and occasioned a 
healthy constitution of body. Some say, this 
goddess was the wife of Janus To Carma they 
sacrificed on the 1st of June, with a pottage 
of beans, meal, and bacon. She is also called 
Dea Cardmts, or Tbe Goddess of the Httige, be- 
cause, says Ovid, by her influence she opens 
what is shut, and shuts what is open 

CARME, daughter of Eubulus, and mother of 
the huntress Nymph Bntomartis, by Ju- 
jMter. 

CARMALIS, a divinity amongst the inhabitants 
of Mount Carmel, which lay between Judea 
and Syria. 

CARMENTA and CARMENTIS, a Roman 
deity. Some think her a destiny who presides 
over the birth of man ; for which reason she 
is particularly honoured by mothers others 
say, she was wife of Evander, the Arcadian, 
and a prophetess, who used to-deliver her ora- 
cles in verse, and from carmen, a verse, was cal- 
led Carmenta : otliers, more probably, derive 
Carmenta from carens mente, as being bereft of 
her wits in the paroxysms of enthusiasm. Her 
true name was Nicostrata, and not the wife, 
but mother of Evander, with whom she left 
Arcadia, and arrived in Italy, where king 
Faunus, about sixty years before the taking of 
Troy, hospitably received them* She had an 
altar dedicated to her near the Porta Carmen- 
talts ; also, a temple in the eighth quarter of 
the city of Rome, erefted to her on the follow- 
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ing occasion: The Roman matrons having 
resolved not to see their husbands tiil the pri- 
vilege of riding m vehicles, which had been 

♦ abolished by a decree of the Senate, was re- 
stored to them , the Senate, to appease their 
resentment, revoked the decree; an inter- 
course with their husbands was renewed, and 
the good ladies proving uncommonly proli- 
iick, they not only returned thanks to the god- 
dess Carmenta,who, they supposed, had occasi- 
oned their extraordinary fertility, but also built 
a temple, and instituted sacrifices in honour 
of her. Leathern cloaks were forbidden to be 
worn in her temple, on account of their im- 
purity, as being the skin of a dead animal. — 
Ovid, who relates the story of this Arcadian 
matron at large, particularly describes her as 
a prophetess, and Virgil introduces Evander 
himself, ascribing his arrival in Italy to the 
prophetic warnings of his mother Carmenta 
is said to have turned the Greek letters n and 
V, inverted by Epicharmus, into Latin ones, 
which were brought by Evander when he fled 
from Arcadia into Italy. Carmenta is repre- 
sented on a coin of Q Fabius Maximus Ebur- 
nus, in a youthful form, with loose curled 
hair falling in ringlets to her shoulders on her 
head is a crown of bean-leaves, and by her 
side a harp, the symbol of her prophetic cha- 
rafter See Evander. 

Carmenta, a tutelar deity of infants. She sung 
their destinies, and probably was the same 
with the preceding. 

CARMENTALIA, a feast among the ancient 
Romans, celebrated annually upon the 11th of 
January, in honour of Carmenta, a prophetess 
of Arcadia, and mother of Evander, with whom 
she canie into Italy sixty years before the Tro- 
jan war The solemnity was also repeated on 
the IJth of January, which is marked in the 
old calendar by Carmntalta relata This feast 
was established on account of a great fecundity 
among the Roman dames, after a general re- 
conciliation with their husbands, with whom 
they had been at variance, on the score of ve- 
hicles being prohibited them by an eduSl of the 
Senate It was celebrated by the women. He 
who offered the sacrifices was called Sacerdos 
Carmntabs. 

CARNE. See Carm. 


CARNEIA, a festival solemnized in most cities 
of Greece, but particularly at Sparta, where it 
was first instituted, about the 26th Olympiad, 
in honour of Apollo, surnamed Canteus, either 
from Carnus, a Trojan, who was son of Jupiter 
and Europa, and beloved by Apollo, or from 
Carnus the Acarnanian, who wa^rtnstrufted by 
that god in the art of divination, and aftei- 
wards murdered by the Dorians , for which 
instance, of barbarity, Apollo sent them 4 
plague Toavcit their punishment, they in- 
stituted, according to Pausanias, this festival • 
am TDf xgamat, t. e from tbe cornel-tree, by trans- 
posing the letter j , asthe sameauthor intimates , 
it being reported by some, that this festival was 
instituted by tlie Greeks, who had incurred 
Apollo’s displeasure by cutting down several 
cornel-trees, in a grove consecrated to him on 
Mount Ida, for the purpose of building the 
wooden horse; or, lastly, aw« t» i e from 

accomplishing the request of Menelaus, who, 
when he undertook the expedition against 
Troy, made a vow to Apollo, promising to 
pay him some signal honour, if his undertak- 
ing met with success This festival lasted 

nine days, beginning on the 13th of the month 
Cornells, which answered to the Athenian Me- 
tagitnion, and was an imitation of the method 
of living, and the discipline used, in camps , 
for there were nine tents erefted, in each of 
which nine men of three different tribes, three 
being chosen out of each tribe, lived for the 
space of nine days, during which time they 
were obedient to a public cryer, and did no- 
thing without his express order The priest, 
whose oflice it was to attend at this solemnity, 
was named Ayrmtc , and out of every tribe five 
other ministers were chosen, who were called 
Ka^vtarat, and obliged to continue in their 
lunftion four years, during which they were 
not- allowed to marry At this festival, the 
musical numbers called Koe^ixiei y»im were sung 
by musicians, in a contest for victory. The 
first prize was won by Ter pander. 

CARNEUS, a name of Apollo. SeeCameia. 

CARNUS, son of Jupiter and Europa. Also, 
an Acarnanian so called, killed by the Dorians. 
See Cameia. 

CARON. See Charon. 

CARPO, daughter of Zephyrus, and one of the 
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Seasons^ loved and was beloved by Camillus, 
the son of Maeander, in whose streams being 
drowned, Jupiter changed her into all kinds 
of fruit 

CARPOPHORA, an epithet given by the Tega- 
eans to Ceres and Proserpine 

CARTHAGO, a daughtei ot Hercules, after 
whom the Tyrians named the city ot Cai- 
thage 

CARY A, CARYATIS, a festival in honour of 
Diana, surnamed Caryatis, from Caryum, in 
Laconia, where this solemnity was celebrated. 
It was usual for virgins to meet on this occa- 
sion, and join in a certain dance, said to 
have been invented by Castor and Pollux, which 
they called Ketpvan^m. During the invasion ot 
Xerxes, when the Laconians durst not stir out 
for fear of the enemy, the neighbouring swains, 
to avert the wrath of the goddess for inter- 
mitting the solemnity, assembled in the ac- 
customed place, and sung pastoials, which 
were called Bovx«xi(r/4«t, fioin VLUcat-bad , 

whence some are ot opinion, that Bucolic poc- 
tiy came first into use 

CARYBDIS. SccCbarybdis. 

CAS I US, a surname of Jupitci, who was wor- 
shipped under it m three different places. The 
fiist was a considerable mountain which sepa- 
rated Egypt tiom Palestine, about twelve 
leagues from Pelusium, and was not less re- 
markable for the tomb of Pompey the Great, 
than for the temple of J upiter himself Mount 
Casius in Syria, near Seleucia, was the second, 
where Jupiter had a temple under the title of 
Casius, not far from Antioch, as is evident fi oni 
the inhabitants resorting thither every year to 
celebrate a feast m honour of Tnptolemus — 
The thud place where Jupiter Casius was wor- 
shipped, was at Cassiope, a city in the island 
Corcyra, situate on the westernmost cape of 
the island, and nearest the mam land. Sue- 
tonius represents Nero as landing on this point, 
and singing before the altar of Jupiter Casius 
There are medals still extant, which exhibit 
Jupiter with these inscriptions — ZEYC KACIOC, 
& ZEY2 KAZIOE— expressive of this title. 

CASMILLA, the mother of Camilla 

CASMILLUS, was Reckoned the fourth of the 
Samothracian gods, or the gods Cabiri. Where- 
ever he came, by the harmony of his voice, the 


eloquence of his speech, his graceful mien, 
and decent behaviour, he persuaded mankind 
to a regular, discreet, and moral way of liv- 
ing. This Casmillus was supposed to ha# 
been Mercury, who was sometimes distin- 
guished by this name, as well as by those of 
Cadmillus and Camillus. See Cadmillus, Ca- 
bin. 

CASPERIA, wife of Rhoetus, king of the Mar- 
rubii, committed adultery with the son of her 
husband 

CASSANDRA, daughter of Priam, king of Troy, 
and Hecuba, was tempted by Apollo, and de- 
ceived him He promised to bestow upon her 
the gift of prophecy’’, on condition she consent- 
ed to gratify his passion. Cassandra seemingly 
assented, but no sooner had she obtained the 
gift of pi’'ophecy,than she laughed at the temp- 
ter, and kejit not her word Apollo, how- 
ever, to revenge himself, did not deprive her 
of the gift he had confci red, but caused her to 
be considered as mad, and her predictions, 
when delivered, to pass uniegarded Others 
give a different account of her acqun ing the 
prophetic spirit. They relate that Helenus and 
Cassandra were carried, m their infancy, to 
the temple ot Apollo, and, either out of for- 
getfulness, or because it was the custom, left 
there the whole night On being the next day 
sought for, they were found with serpents 
twisted round their bodies, and licking their 
ears, which were said to have endowed them 
with the gift of prediction. When the Greeks 
sacked Troy, Cassandra fled for shelter to the 
temple of Mineiwa, and there saved her life. 
Her honour, however, she lost through the 
violence of Ajax, son of Oileus, in the middle of 
the temple Under the article Ajax Oileus, it 
has been related in what manner Minerva re- 
sented this injury : in respeCl to the punish- 
ment of this obscene impiety, it is remarkable 
that it fell on the sex which had been injured, 
for the Locri were obliged to send annually 
young maidens to Troy, where they passed 
their days in a severe condition, being doomed 
to sweep the temple of Minerva, and remain in 
perpetual virginity. Cassandra, in the divi- 
sion of the plunder of Troy, fell to the lot of 
Agamemnon ; though, if we believe Euripides, 
he obtained her from the Greeks as a gift, she 
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being set apart for the monarch at first. That 
she was not an unacceptable present, is obvious 
from the jealousy with which she inspired Cly- 
temnestra, it having been considered as the 
motive which stimulated her to perpetrate the 
murder of her husband ; who, together with 
the Trojan princess and the twin>sons she had 
born him, were miserably butchered by his 
queen, on his return from Troy to Mycenae. — 
In vain did Cassandra predi6l tlie fate of T roy ' 
in vain that Agamemnon would be assassinated 
when he came to his country ' She was extreme- 
ly beautiful, and had been sought m marriage 
by powerful princes, among whdm were Otli- 
ryoneus, who fell fighting for the Trojans, and 
Coroebus, who was killed the night m whicli 
Troy was taken The latter is mentioned by 
Pausanias as the destined husband of Cassandra 
A contest arose between the cities of Mycenae 
and Amides about her tomb, each pretending 
to possess it A temple was built to her lio- 
nour 111 Lcudra, where a statue was conse- 
crated to her under the name of Alexandra, by 
which she was nearly as well known as by that 
of Cassandra , witness the poem still extant of 
Lycophron. This author speaks of a temple 
of Cassandra, built by the Daunians, and by 
the inhabitants of the city of Dardaiius the 
statue of this lady was there an asylum to such 
maidens as were determined not to mairy, and 
who gi oLindcd their refusal either on tlic ugliness 
or low birth of those who addressed them. — 
The remedy they employed on these occasions 
was, to embrace the statue of Cassandra , but 
as a previous requisite, they were obliged to 
put on the dress of Furies, and change the hue 
oi their complexion, by daubing their faces 
with drugs. They devoted themselves in a 
particular manner to the worship of Cassandra, 
and honoured her as a goddess. Plutarch in- 
forms us that there ^was in Thalame an oracle 
of Pasiphae, and that, according to some wri- 
ters, Cassandra died in that place, and w'as 
called Pasiphae, because she gave oracles to all 
who consulted her. 

CASSIOPE, OR CASSIOPEIA, wife of Cepheus, 
king of Ethiopia, and mother of Andromeda, 
boasting that she was more beautiful than the 
Nereids, it so provoked them, that they desired 
Neptune to revenge them, on which he sent 


into the country of Cepheus a sea-monster, 
which committed dreadful ravages To ap- 
pease the god, Andropieda was chained to a 
rock, and exposed to the monster, but was res- 
cued by Perseus, who married her, and ob- 
tained of Jupiter, that Cassiopeia might be 
placed, after her death, among the stars , hence 
the constellation of that name, in the northern 
hemisphere, situated opposite to Utsa Major, 
on the other side the pole 

CAST ALIA, the Nymph, was beloved by A- 
pollo, but she vanished from the god in the 
form of a fountain, which was afterw aids sa- 
cred to the Muses, who w§re thence called Cas- 
talidcs, and the Castalian Sistei s. 

CASTALIDES, a name common to the Muses, 
from the fount Castalia, at the foot of Mount' 
Parnassus. 

C ASTI AN IRA See Gorgytbw 

CASTOR AND POLLUX Jupiter having an a- 
mour w'lth Leda, wife of lyndarus, king of 
Sparta, in the foim of a swan, she brought 
loith two eggs, each containing twins fiom 
that impiegnated by Jupiter, piocecded Pollux 
and Helena, who were both immoital, from 
the other Castor and Clytcmnestia, who being 
begotten by 7 yndai us, were both mortal they 
weie all, however, called by the common name 
of Tyndandae Apolledorus relates the story 
otherwise, and says Jupiter, being in love with 
Nemesis, transformed himself into a swan, and 
his mistress into a duck , adding it was she 
that gave Leda the egg she had hatched, and, 
consequently, was the leal mother of the twin- 
bi others. These brothers enteied into an in- 
violable friendship, and when they grew up, 
cleared the Archipelago of pirates,* on which 
account they were esteemed deities of the sea, 
and accordingly were invoked by mai incrs in 
tempests They went with the other noble 
youths of Greece in the expedition to Colchis, 
in search of the golden fleece, and on all occa- 
sions signalized themselves by their courage 
In this expedition Pollux slew Amycus, son of 
Neptune, and king of Bebrycia, who had chal- 
lenged all the Argonauts to box with him — 
This vi6fory, and that which he gained after- 
wards at the Olympic games which Hercules 
celebrated in Elis, made him be reckoned the 
hero and patron of wrestlers, while his brother 
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Castor distinguished himself in the race, and in 
the management of horses. Being returned 
home, they recovered their sister Helen, whom 
Theseus had ravished, by taking the city of 
Aphidna, and spared all the inhabitants except 
Aethra, mother of Theseus, whom they carried 
away captive , and for this clemency they ob- 
tained the title of Dioscouroi, sons (ff Jupiter , 
yet love soon plunged them in the same erroi 
they had sought to punish in the person of The- 
seus Leucippus and Arsinoe had two beauti- 
ful daughters, called Phoebe and Talyra 

These virgins were contrafled to Lynceus and 
Ida, sons of Aphajeus, but the two brothers, 
without regarding these engagements, carried 
them off by force The lovers flew to their re- 
lief, and met the ravishers, with their pri^e, 
near Mount Taygetus a smart ronfli6f ensued, 
in which Castor was killed by Lynceus, who, 
in return, fell by the hands of Pollux. This 
immortal brother had been wounded by Ida, if 
Jupiter had not struck him with his thunder — 
Pollux, however, was so touched at the loss of 
his brother, that he earnestly begged of Jupiter 
to make Castor immortal, but it being impos- 
sible to grant this request, he obtained leave to 
share with his brother his own immortality, so 
that they were said to live and die alternately 
every day. They were buried m the country 
of Lacedaemon, and forty years after theii de- 
cease, translated to the skies, where they form 
the constellation Gemini, one of which rises as 
the other sets. Castor and Pollux were es- 
teemed propitious to navigation ; for when the 
Argonauts weighed from Sigaeum, they were 
overtaken with a tempest, during which Orphe- 
us offered vows for the safety of the ship, w hen 
immediately two lambent flames appeared over 
the heads of Castor and Pollux, which appear- 
ance was succeeded by so great a calm, as gave 
the crew a notion of their divinity. In suc- 
ceeding times, these fires, often seen by man- 
ners, were taken as a favoui able omen , but 
when one was seen alone, it was called Helena, 
and imagined to forebode some evil A mar- 
tial dance, called the Pyrrhic, or Castorian, 
was invented in honour of these deities. Cicero 
relates a wonderful judgment which happened 
to o’le Scopas, who had spoken disrespedlfully 
of these divinities : he was crushed to death by 


the fall of a chamber, whilst Simonides, who 
was in the same room, was rescued from the 
danger, being called out a little before, by two 
persons unknown, supposed to be Castor and 
Pollux. Concerning these brothers, Pausaniamt 
relates that they came once to the house where 
they had lived upon earth, and begged of Phor- 
mio, who was then in possession of it, to take 
them in for that night, pretending they were 
strangers from Cyrene they asked, moreover,^ 
to be in one particular chamber, which they 
had been formerly fond of ; but Phormio told 
them the whole house was at their service ex- 
cepting only that chamber, in which was a 
young girl whom Phormio kept. They seem- 
ingly agreed to accept of any other apartment, 
but in tlie morning Phormio found both the 
young woman and his guests gone, and nothing 
left in the chamber but two statues of Castor 
and Pollux The Greek and Roman histories 
are full of the miraculous appearance of these 
brethren ; particularly we are told they were 
seen fighting upon two white horses, at the 
head of the Roman army, in the battle between 
the Romans and Latins, near the lake Regillius, 
and brought the news of, the decisive viftory of 
Paulus Aemilius to Rome, the veiy day it was 
obtained. The Cephaleiises, inhabitants of 
Cephalonia, placed these brothers among the 
Du Magm, oi gods of the first order. They 
had a temple at Rome, erc6led in memory of 
the assistance they were supposed to have given 
the Romans in the battle just mentioned This 
edifice, though built in honour of the two dei- 
ties, was railed only by the name of the former. 
The fountain in the neighbourhood of this tem- 
ple, was also consecrated to the twin-brothers. 
The Romans likewise celebrated a festival on 
the ides of July, in honour of Castor and Pol- 
lux, which was the anniversary of the memo- 
rable battle of Regelliu& On this occasion the 
Roman equites, or knights, formed a splendid 
cavalcade They began their march at the 
temple of Mars, situated without the walls, and 
passed through the Forum, before the temple 
of Castor and Pollux. They were sometimes 
in number five thousand, and were crowned 
with olive branches. The Romans sacrificed 
white lambs to Castor and Pollux. Frequent 
representations of these deities occur on ancient 
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monuments, and particularly on Consular me- 
dals. They are exhibited together, each hav- 
ing a helmet, out of which issues a flame, and 
each a pike in one hand, and m the other a 
hoise held by the bridle sometimes they are 
represented as two beautiful youths, complete- 
ly armed, and riding on white hoi*ses, with 
stars over their helmets Spence says, ** Then 
statues wei’e very common in Rome of old, and 
they were placed, in particular, before the tem- 
ple of Jupiter Tonans, on the Capitoline hill 
The chief thing to be remarked in their figures 
is, that they are exactly alike They have each 
a chlamys, and yet are almost wholly naked 
each has a star over his head , each has his 
horse of the same colour, and his spear held in 
one and the same posture In a word, each 
lias the same make, look, and features Nevci 
were any twins more alike than these are i epre- 
sented to have been, by the jioets , and yet 
they are not more alike in their desciiptions 
of them than they are in the old figures, and 
particularly on the Roman family-medals, 
W'hcrc one meets with them extremely often ” 
The vessel in which St Paul embarked ii om the 
island of Melita, for Rome, carried the figures 
of Castor and Pollux, accoidmg to the practice 
of the ancients, who usually painted or cairicd 
on the prows of their ships, the image of some 
god, to whom they dedicated tlie vessel A- 
mongst the Lacedemonians, these divinities 
were represented under the figure of two pa- 
1 ‘allel pieces of wood, joined together at top 
and bottom, so as to form the present astrono- 
mical chara6ter of the Twins, thus IT 
CAT AERATES, a surname of Jupiter, taken 
from the prodigies by which he announced his 
will —Apollo, for the same reason, was stiled 
Catabaum, or Ptodigtalis 
CATAGOGION, a festival at Ephesus, celebra- 
ted on the 22d of January, in which the devo- 
tees ran about the streets dressed in divers an- 
tic and unseemly habits, with huge cudgels in 
their hands, and carrying the images of their 
gods In this guise they ravished the women, 
abused and often killed the men, and com- 
mitted many other disorders to which the 
religion of the day gave a sanaion It is 
not said on what account, or to whom, this 
festival was instituted. Meursius, who wrote 
Vol. /. 3 


De Festts Graecorum, has entirely overlooked 
it. 

CATAMITUS, a surname of Ganymede 

CATAPACTYME, a festival kept by the natives 
of Peru in the month of December dedicated 
to three figures of the Sun, called by them A- 
potHti, Cburmnit, and Enttaquacqm , i. e. tbe Sun 
tbe Jatber, tbc Sun tbe wn, and tbe Sun the bro- 
tber 

CATHARI The divinities of Aicadia wcic <>0 
called , as was a nation of Indians mentioned 
by Diodorus, whose wives attend the bodies of 
their husbands to the funeial pile, and aic 
burnt with them ujxm it. 

CATHARMA, in anticpiitv, some miserable or 
flagitious wi'etch, sacrificed to the gods as an 
expiation for the plague, 01 other t.ilamity. 
Such was the prophet Jonas, when cast into 
the sea, and such did St Paul wish himself 
to have been. 

CATILLUS, son of Amphiaraus, and brotlier 
of Coins and Tybuitus, to whose nicmoiy he 
built Tybur These bi others aic both men- 
tioned in the seventh Acneid, and Corus again 
in the eleventh 

CATINENSIS Ceres was thus named from Ca- 
tana, a city in Sicily, w here she had a temple 
which men were forbidden to enter 

CATIUS, one of the deities presiding over adult 
persons he made men circumspet't, acute, and 
wise 

CATIZI, a race of Pigmies, supposed to have 
been driven from their country by cranes 

CATREUS, a king of Crete, whom his son killed 
without knowing him, at Rhodes. See Atbc- 
menci. 

CATULIANA, a surname given to Mineiva, 
fiom a standard consecrated toiler by Lucius 
Catulus. 

CAUCASUS, the name of a shepherd who fed 
his flocks on Mount Niphates This shepherd 
is said to have been killed by Saturn, who, af- 
ter the war with the giants, having fled thither 
to avoid the threats of Jupiter, sought to dis- 
posbess him From this asylum, however, Sa- 
turn was driven, and cast by his son into Tar- 
tarus. To honour the shepherd, the mountain , 
at the command of Jupiter, was named from 
him; and .upon it Prometheus was chained. 

CAUCON, son ofClinus, who first introduced 
Y 
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amoDgbt the Mcssemans the orgies of Eleu- 
sis 

Lycaon had also a son of tlie same name. 

CAVE, OK CAVERN See yleolus, Sibyl, Tro- 
pbonuis 

CAUMAS, the name of a celebrated Centaur 
The othcis were Grynetis, Rhoetus, Arnaeus, 
Medon, and l^ysenor The more celebrated of 
tills I ace however were, Chiron, Eurytus, A- 
mycus, Pholus, and Caumus. 

CAUNIUS, a surname of Cupid. 

CAUNUS. See Bybits 

CAURUS, a wind blowing from the west. 

CAUSAY See Cang-y 

CAYSTRIUS, a hero to whom divine honours 
weic rendered m Asia Minor, where he had 
altai s on the rivci Cayster, which flowed near 
Ephesus. The banks of this river were cele- 
brated by the Poets as the favourite resort of 
swans 

CEADES, a Thracian, whose son Euphemius 
was engaged m the Trojan war, and condudfed 
thither an armament of Thracians in favour of 
Troy. 

CEB, CEBUS, CEPUS, or CEPHUS, a mon- 
ster worshipped at Memjjhis, supposed to have 
been a Satyr, or Ape 

CEBREN, the father of Asterope, and Oenone 

CEBRENIS, the patronymic of Oenone, the 
daughter of Cebrenus 

CEBRENU S,a river ofCebrenia, a district of T roas 

CEBRIONES, one of the giants who made war 
on the gods, and was killed by Venus 

Another of the same name, natural son of Priam, 
and charioteer of He<5lor, after the death of 
Archeptolemus, was killed by Patroclus, with 
a stone which he hurled at his head 


CECROPES, auxihaiies engaged by Jupiter in 
his war against the T itans , but these, after 
ha^g received his money, refusing to follow 
him, he turned them all into apes 

CECROPIA, the original name of Athens, given 
It from C^crops, its founder. The ancients 
frequently extend it to Attica at large, and the 
Athenians aie stiled Cecropidae from it Hence 
also the epithet Cccropian applied to Minerva. 

C£CROPlD£S,an appellative applied to Theseus, 
by Ovid. 

CECROPIS, the patronymic of Aglauros, daugh- 
ter of Cecrops. 


CECROPS, a native of Sais in Egypt, and the 
first king of the Athenians, built, or, accord- 
ing to others, embellished the city of Athens 
He married Agraule, daughter of Adtaeus, and 
civilized the people of Attica, about 1158 years 
before the Christian era. He had sixteen suc- 
cessors in the space of 488 years, till the time 
of Codrus. He was the first who established 
civil government and marriages among the 
Greeks ; and was also the first who acknowledg- 
ed Jupiter by the name of Supreme, teaching 
his subjcdls that no sort of cruelty ought to ap- 
proach the divine altars, and that nothing 
which had life was to be sacrificed, but rather 
cakes of their country corn, since clemency 
and beneficence were most consonant to the 
celestial nature. He died after a reign of fifty 
years, leaving three daughters, Aglauros, Herse, 
and Pandrosos, and was succeeded on the throne 
by Cranaus, a native of Attica. The twelve 
villages which he had established, were said to 
have been incorporated into one city by These- 
us, and denominated Athens Some writers 
describe Cecrops as a monster, half man and 
half serpent. This fidtion has been supposed to 
symbolize either his being possessed of both 
the Greek and Egyptian language, or else of 
the power which he retained both in Egypt 
and Greece. 

Cecrops, as he is stiled, the second, was the seventh 
king of Athens, son and successor of Erechtheus, 
and father of Pandion, by Metiadusa, the sister 
of Daedalus , he is said to have reigned forty 
years 

CECULUS, son of Vulcan. SeeCaeculus. 

CEDREATIS, an epithet of Diana amongst the 
Orchomenians, by whom her images were sus- 
pended on the loftiest cedars 

CEGLUSA, the mother of Asopus, by Neptune. 

CEIX SceCeyx. 

CELADON, one of those who were killed by Per- 
seus, at his marriage with Andromeda. Also 
the name of one of the Lapithae. 

CEL AEN A, a situation in Campania consecrated 
to Juno. There was likewise a mountain of 
Asia so called, near which Apollo flead the Sa- 
tyr Marsyas. 

CEL AEN £ A DEA, Cybele, thus named from 
Celaenae, a city of Phrygia, Vhere she was 
worshipped. 
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CELAENO, one of the Pleiades, and daughter 
of Atlas by Pleione, who having suffered vio- 
lence from the piassion of Neptune, became by 
him the mother of Lycus. 

Likewise one of the Harpyes, daughter of Nep- 
tune and Terra 

Another daughter of Neptune by Ergea, was of 
this name . as was also one of the Danaides, and 
the daughter of Hyanius, w lio was the mother 
of Delphus, by Apollo 

CELENEUS, a C-iiiimenan, who first taught by 
what means murdeiers might expiate then 
guilt 

CELERES DE AE, or the Nimble Goddesses, an ap- 
pellative of the Hours. 

CELESTIAL GODS and GODDESSES. Sec 
Detile's Celestial 

CELEUS, king of Eleusis, and by Mebiuira, fa- 
ther of Triptolcmus Ccrc.s, in return for the 
hospitality with which he entertained her, in- 
stru61ed him in the vaiious branches of agii- 
culture, fostered his son with celestial milk, 
and by night covered him with fiie, to lendci 
him immortal Celcus, through cuiiosity, 
having discovei ed the last pai’ticular, was great- 
ly terrified, and exclaimed that lus son would 
be killed, on which she immediately dcstioyed 
him See Tnptolemus 

There was another Cc/ewt, king of Cephallema 

CELEUSTANOR, son of Heiculcs, by Lao- 
thoe 

CELEUTOR, the son of Agrius 

CELME, a Thessalian, was changed into a dia- 
mond, for her having propagated the declai ation 
of her husband, that Jupiter was mortal 

CELMUS, the foster-father of Jupiter, was ex- 
tremely fond of his ward whilst an infant , but 
Jupiter, after he had banished his father Satin n, 
recolle6ling that Celmus had affirmed he was 
mortal, transformed him into a diamond 

There was\^ another of this name amongst the Cu- 
retes, who was exiled by his brethren for want 
of reverence to the Mother of the Gods 

CENAEUS S^Caenis. 

CENCHRIAS, daughter of the Nymph Pirenc, 
was accidentally killed by a dart which Diana 
had aimed at a beast. 

CENCHRIS, wife of Cinyras, king of Assyria, 
according to some, and of Cyprus, according 
to others ; was mother of Myrrha, who was 
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mother of Adonis by her own father See Myr- 
rba, Adonis 

CENCHREUS, a river of Ionia, in which Diana 
IS said to have been bathed immediately after 
her biith 

CENEUM, a pioniontory of Euboea, whence, 
from his woiship theie, Jupiter obtained the 
surname of Ceiims 

CENCHREUS. i>cc Cyrhieus 

CENEUS, a hero mentioned by Homer 

CENSER, in Latin Thurthulum, a sacred instru- 
ment used in the icligious rites of the ancients' 
It was a vase, containing incense to be oflei ed in 
sacrificing to the gods Herodotus relates, that 
a most elegant one was presented by Evclthon 
at Delphi Dionysius Halicarnassus tells us, 
that, in their solemn processions, they carried 
censers of silvci and gold There is the figure 
of one piescrved by F Montfaucon, under the 
loim of a shallow cup, wnth a lid to it, and 
chains running thiough small handles That 
Censeis weic m use among the Jews, we learn 
liom their eaily Iiistoiy, and paitirulaily from 
tlie story of Nadabaiid Abihu Censers of pure 
gold weie afterwards made by Solomon 

CENTAL Rl, CENTAURS The Thessalians 
cai !y distinguislied themselves fiom the rest of 
Greece, who lought only on foot or in cha- 
iiots, by their application to horsemanship, 
'1 o acquiie the greater dexterity in this art, 
they ficqucntly contended with bulls, and as, 
III jjiovokmg the animal to attack them, or in 
lesisting hm when eniaged, they employed 
daits oi javelins, they thence obtained the 
name of Crw/m/M, xtmu signifying to goad or 
lutue, and raufs? a hull , andllippotetilaurs, from 
iVtTO's tl horse These horsemen becoming for- 
midable by their dcjiredations, the equivoca- 
tion of the name occasioned them to be ac- 
counted monsters of a compound natuie , and, 
as this idea favouied the marvellous, it was 
eagei ly adopted by the poet These Cen- 

taurs arc said, by some, to have been the ofR 
spring of Centaur us, son of Apollo by Stilbia, 
daughtei of the Peneus , and that the Mares of 
Magnesia were their mothers whilst others 
derive their origin from Ixion, and the Cloud 
which Jupiter substituted in the form of Juno, 
for that goddess, when Ixion attempted her 
chastity. Hence, accordingly, they were stiled 
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Nubigenae, or Cloud-horn This fable has ad- way to destroy the boar of Erymanthus, they 

niitted of various explanations. Some suppose not only intruded, though they had not been 

the Ccnt.iurs to have iieen a body of shepherds bidden, but loudly contended on account of 

and hcidsmcn, rich in cattle, who inhabited the wine, and attacked Pholus with fir-trees 

the mountains of Arcadia ; and to whom the uptoin by the roots Hercules, to requite the 

invention of Bucolic poetry is given Palae- hospitality of his host, strenuously engaged to 

phatus. 111 his book ot Incredibles, relates, that defend him, and with such clfedt w'ere his exer- 

under the reign of Ixion, king of Thessaly, a tions made, that the Centaurs betook them- 

hei d of bulls on Mount Thessaly ran mad, and selves to Chiron As tins Centaur had been 

1 a vaged the whole country, rendering, in par- the preceptor of their opponent, it was hoped 

ticular, the mountains inaccessible ; that some his influence might secure them protedlion ; 

young men, who had found the art of curbing but Hercules, though letainmg a respeft for 

and mounting horses, undertook to clear the his instruftor, obstinately continued the con - 

mountain of the bulls which infested it, and fli^f, during which an arrow, glancing on the 

that, having pursued them on horseback for knee of Chiron, unfortunately occasioned his 

this pin jxise, they were thence called Centaurs death Irritated the more by this accident, 

Rendeied insolent by their success in this en- Heiculcs pursued them without mercy, till the 

teipn/e, they insulted the Lapithae, a people whole were destroyed — Mi Spence obscives, 

of'i hessaly, and because, when attacked, they that m the woiks of the ancient aitists, female 

fled with gicat expedition, they were conjec- Centaurs are not uncommon As an instance 

tured to be half horses and halt men Ridicu- of this, he might h.ive cited a bas-ielicf in the 

lous as it may seem, grave wiiters have con- Villa Borghese, and a beautiful gem which 

tended for the actual existence of these mon- exhibits a mother suckling a young one, appa- 

sters Plutarch mentions one, as having been reiitly of the same sex. He has, however, no- 

seen by Penander, tyiant of Coiinth and ticcd the description in Lucian of “ a very fine 

Pliny says, that he himself saw one embalmed picture ot a whole family of Centaurs, done by 

in honey, which had been brought in the time the famous Zeuxis, in which the male was re- 

of Claudius fiom Egypt to Rome, and adds, presented as returning home from the chase, 

that the same em}>eror mentions another, born with a lion’s whelp, and the female pressing 

in 1 hessaly, but which, however, died on the one of her little ones to her breast as fi ightcned 

day ot its bath Nor is this the last upon le at the sight of it ” See Caiimas 
cord , for St Jerome relates, in the life of Paul CENTAL/ R.US, or the Caitaur, propeily so cal- 
the hermit, that a Centaur had been seen by led, was the most celebrated of the Centaurs, 

St Anthony , the good father, notwithstancl- Chiron See Chiton 

ing, as he doubts neither the veracity nor eye- A ship m the fleet of Aeneas, which bore the fi- 

Bight of the saint, suspects the objeft to have guie of a Centaur, was likewise called Cen- 

been an illusion of tlie Devil — Few stones are taut us 

more famous in historical fable than the battle CENTICEPS BELLUA, the beast with a hundred 
of the Centaurs with the Lapithae, already re- beads, was a name given to Cerberus, from the 

ferred to. This battle is said to have happened multiplicity of snakes on his tuple mane, 

in consequence of the brutalities w'hich had CENTIMANUS, having a biindted bands, an ap- 
beenoffeied at the nuptials of Pirithous and pellative of Briareus. 

Hippodamia, by the Centaurs, when intoxicat- 1 he sons of Coelus and Terra were distinguished 
cd.to the females then piescnt. Theseus and by the epithet Centimam, as were the Cyclops 

Hercules undertaking their defence, the assail- and Titans ; though, according to some, the 

ants were not only wounded and defeated, but progeny of Coelus and Terra were appointed 

diiven fiom their country, and compelled to to guaid the Titans in the infernal regions, 

seek shelter in Arcadia Here, however, they CENTUMGEMINUS, a name of Biiareus, or 
remained not quiet , for, at an entertainment Aegeon, as having an hundred hands, 
which Pholus had given Hercules, when on his 1 CEPHALENIA, an island in the Ionian sea, so 
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called from Cephaliis, an armament fi-om which 
followed Ulysses to Troy. 

CEPHALUS, a beautiful and graceful youth, 
with whom Aurora is said to have fallen in 
love, and by whom she had Phaeton. Cepha- 
lus IS supposed to have been the same with the 
Sun, the liead or prince of the stars, and Phae- 
ton, or Heat, to have been produced by the 
rapid force of his motion. The fable is thus 
related ‘ Cephalus was son of Aeolus, and hus- 
band of Procris, daughter of Erechtheus king 
ot Athens Aurora, fiequently meeting him 
early in the woods, intent on his sport, con- 
ceived a violent passion lor him, and earned 
him with her to heaven There she solicited 
him in vain to gratify her passion , for no aits 
could induce him to violate his vow, fiom the 
persuasion that his wife was inexorably faith- 
ful Auiora, however, that he might not be 
deceived, sent him fo Procris, in disguise, as 
a merchant. At the display of his presents, 
Procris relented, and just at the moment she 
was ready to yield, the unhappy husband threw 
off his disguise Pi oci is, overcome with shame 
and regret, immediately fled to the woods, but 
being aftci w ards reconciled, she presented to 
Cephalus an unerring dart A present like 
this encreased his love of hunting, and proved 
doubly fatal to the donor. One day the young 
pi nice, fatigued with his toil, reposed himself 
in the woods, and called upon Am a to cool 
him. This being overheard, was i elated to 
Procris, who suspcfting he had invoked the 
goddess Aurora, became jealous, and following 
her husband, hid herself in a thicket, where 
she unobserved could watch all his motions - — 
Unfortunately, however, the rustling she made 
alarmed Cephalus, who thinking some savage 
might he there concealed, discharged at a ven- 
ture the infallible dart. 

The accounts of Cephalus are various in respeft 
to his descent, whence we may infer there 
were several of the name , for, though the Ce- 
phalus carried off by Aurora is said to have 
been the son of Aeolus, yet Apollodorus makes 
him descended from Mercury and Herse, and, 
notwithstanding he married Procris, the daugh- 
ter of Erechtheus, yet, according to the same 
author, the husband of Procris, whom he killed 
unawares, was the son of Deion and Diomede. 


Apollodorus adds, that as a punishment for 
his crime, he was exiled his country. Thence 
he is said to have gone to Thebes, ami after- 
wards with Amphitryon, against the Teleboae, 
but finally settled m the fortunate islands It 
should be observed that Cephalus, the son of 
Mercury and Herse resided some time in Sy- 
ria, and was fatlier to Tithonus Other parti- 
culars are also mentioned of Procris, and a- 
mongst them that slie gave Cephalus, with the 
arrow, a dog. 

CEPHEUS, a king of Aethiopia, father of An- 
dromeda, by Cassiope He was one of the Ai - 
gonauts, and after his death, became a con- 
stellation. 

There was another Cepheus, prince of Arcadia, 
and favoured b) Minerva, w ho transfei red to 
his head a lock fiom tlie head of Medusa, Ijy 
which he was lendcied invincible He is men- 
tioned l)y Ajiollodouis as the son of Lycurgus, 
and hunter of the Calydonian boar 
A third Cepbeui, is saul by the same author to 
have been the son of Alcus, an Argonaut, king 
of Tegea, fathei of Stciope, and an associate of 
Hercules, in opposition to Hippocoon 
CEPHISIADES, a patronymic of Eteocles, son 
of Andreus and Erippe, though supposed to 
have been the son of Cepheus 
CEPHISUS, the father of Diogenea One of this 
name was reported to have been changed into 
a sea-monster, whilst venting his grief for the 
death ot his grandson 

CEPHISUS, OR CEPHISSUS, a celebrated river 
of Phocis, in which the Graces delighting to 
bathe, were thence stiled the goddesses of the 
Cephisus This river, or rather Rivcr-god, is 
said to have been enamoui edof several Nymphs, 
who all slighted his passion 
CEPHISIUS, Narcissus, son of Cephisus 
CEPHUS, AND CEPUS Sec Ceb 
CEPHYRA, daughter of Oceanus, but by what 
mother is not said She is fabled to have edu- 
cated Neptune. 

CERAMBUS, a man who, at the deluge, was 
changed to a beetle 

CERAMUS, son of Bacchus and Ariadne, gave 
his name to two districts of Athens, one in the 
city, and the other in the suburbs. 
CERAMY'NTUS, a surname of Hercules. 
CERASTES, a people of Amathus, whom Venus 
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because they sacrificed sti angers to her, changed 
into bulls 

CERAUNIUS, OR FULMINATOIl, the tkm- 
dcrer, an epithet of Jupitci 

CERBERUS, a teinble dog with thiee heads, 
each tiirnishcd with snakes for hair, was said 
to have spi ung from Typhon and Echidna 
It was his office to guard the gate of hell Those 
who entered it were caressed liy him, but to 
such as would return he was more teinble than 
hell itself , except in the instances of Bacchus 
and Hercules, Mercury, and Oi pheus The Dog 
of Darlmcis of the Edda, in some i espeits, i c- 
sembles this monstei Mythologists under- 
stand by Cerberus, the Earth , and derive his 
name fnom ngsoCepof, caunveroxis, it being the 
property of the earth to devoiii dead bodies — 
The Platonists consider him as the Evil Dae- 
mon, who, as Porphyry expiessed it, is found 
in the three elements, air, water, and earth , 
whence the three heads In a momnnent ])ie- 
served by Montfaucon, Cerberus is rcpiescnted 
on a box, with one J-eadofa man, another of a 
dog, and the thud of an ape, tw'o seipents 
twisting round him, bind together his legs - — 
This figure was brought fiom Egypt Hesiod 
gives Cerberus fifty, and otheis an hundred 
heads , but more commonly he appears with 
but three He is said by some to have had the 
tail of a dragon, and instead of hair a skin 
shagged over with snakes, whence perhaps the 
epithet Medusean 

CERCAPHUS, son of Aeolus, and grandfather 
of Phoenix 

CERCEIS, a sea-nymph, daughter of Oceanus 
and Tethys. 

CERCESTES, the son of Aegyptus and Phoe- 
nissa 

CERCIUS, a charitCeer of Castor and Pollux — 
See Rbecius 

CERCOPES, inhabitants of Pithecusa, whom Ju- 
piter, for their depravity, turned into apes 

Also a people of Ephesus, whom Hercules con- 
du6ted to Omphale in chains. 

CERCYON, the Arcadian king ofEleusis, and 
son of Vulcan, as pretended by some, or of 
Neptune by others, was the first that made 
wrcatling an art. As he was liimself a profi- 
cient, he compelled all strangers to contend 
with him, and death followed their defeat. 


Having, however, challenged Theseus, and be- 
ing overcome in the contest, he experienced 
the s.nne fate from his conqueror, which he had 
infl irted on the vanquished. He was succeeded 
m his kingdom by Hippothoon, the son of A- 
lopc, his daughter, by Neptune, whom, though 
he had himself exposed, Theseus placed on his 
thi one. Cei cyon is said to have been so stron g 
that he could bend the tallest trees, to which 
he fastened those he overpowered, and with a 
jerk dismembered them. The scene of his 
confli6ts was called, even in the time of Pausa- 
nias, the palaeitra, or wrestling place of Ccr- 
cyon 

CERCYRA AND CORCYRA, an island in the 
Ionian sea, so named from Cenyxa, the daugh- 
ter of Asopiis 

CT'.RDEMPORUS, that is, greedy of gain, a sur- 
name of Mcrciny, the god of tr.affic 

CER DOS, gam Sec Cetdoii\ 

CERDOUS, an cjnthct confeired on Mcrniry, 
toi the reason just given, and on Ajxillo, for 
the venality of his oracles 

CEllEALIA, leasts of Ceres, instituted by Trip- 
tolemus, son of Celeus, king of Eleusis, in At- 
tica, in gratitude for his having been instru6ted 
by Ceres, who was supixjsed to have been his 
muse, in the art of cultivating corn, and con- 
verting it to biead. There were two feasts of 
this kind at Athens, one called Elcuntm, the 
other Tbcsmophoria What both agreed in, and 
was common to all the Ceiealia, was, that they 
were celebrated with a world of leligion and 
purity, so that it was esteemed a great pollution 
on those days to have intercourse with the sex. 
It was not Ceres alone that was honoured m 
them, but also Bacchus The vi6linis offered 
wcie hogs, by reason of the waste they make 
in the produ6ls of the eartji. Whether any 
wine were offered, or not, is a matter of debate 
among the critics. Plautus and Macrobius 
seem to countenance the negative, Cato and 
Virgil the positive Macrobius says, indeed, 
that they did not offer wine to Ceres, but mul- 
sum, which was a boiled confection of wine and 
honey , that the sacrifice made on the twenty - 
first of December to that goddess and Hercules, 
was a pregnant sow, together with cakes and 
mulsum, and that this is what Virgil means by 
Miti Bacebo. The Cerealia passed from 
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Greeks to the Romans, Q. Memmius, the Ae- 
dile, being the first who introduced these rites 
into Rome, as appears from a coin of this ma- 
gistrate (on which IS the figure of Ceres hold- 
ing in one hand thi ee ears of corn, in the other 
a torch, whilst her left foot trod on a serpent) 
with this inscription, Memmius Aedilis Ci- 
REALiA PRIMUS FECIT The Roinans held them 
for eight da 3 's successively, commencing, gene- 
rally, on the fifth of the ides of April. Wo- 
men alone were concerned in this celebration, 
all dressed in white , the men, likewise m white, 
being only spectators. They eat nothing till 
sun-set, in memory of Ceres, who, in her 
search after her daughter Proserimie, took no 
repast but in the evening The festival closed 
with a banquet, and public horse-iarcs After 
the battle of Cannae, the desolation was so 
great at Rome, that thcie weie no women to 
celebrate the feast, they being all in inouining, 
so that this solemnity was omitted tliat year , 
but after the second Punic war, it was celebra- 
ted with an accession of splendor, statues, 
paintings of chariots, crowns, and nth plun- 
der taken from the enemy, being earned in 
the procession. Macrobius says an egg made 
part of the shew, as being an emblem of Ce- 
res, 

CERES, was daughter of Saturn and Ojis, or 
Vesta Sicily, Attica, Crete, and Egypt, claim 
the honour ot her birth, each country produc- 
ing the ground of its claims, though general suf- 
feiage favoun, the first. In her youth being ex- 
tremely beautiful, her brother Jupiter fell in 
love with her, and by him she had Percpliata, 
called afterwards Proserpine. Neptune next 
enjoyed her, but the fruit of this amoui is con- 
troverted, some making it a daughter called 
Hira, and others the famous horse Anon. But 
as the intercourse of the deity with hei was in 
the figure of a horse, (Ceres throwing heiselt 
in the form of Erynnis among a herd of mares, 
to elude his pursuit) the latter opinion seems 
the better founded ; and hence, perhaps, the 
story which Pausanias relates, that upon Mount 
Aeleus, m Arcadia, was an altar dedicated to 
Ceres, and an image of her with the body of a 
woman, but the head of a horse. This statue 
is said to have remained unhurt m the midst of 
fire I There is but one other amour of Ceres 


recorded, if the preceding deserve that name. 
Finding Jasion, son of Jupiter and Eleftra, a- 
sleep, in a field newly plowed up, she acquaint- 
ed him with her passion, and bore him Plutus, 
tlie god of Riches , but Jupiter, incensed that 
his son shou'd become his rival, is said to have 
killed him with thunderbolts. Ceres, ashamed 
ot hei affair with Neptune, clothed herself in 
mourning, and letired to a cave, where she 
remained so long, that the woild was in dan- 
ger of perisluiig toi want, because during her 
absence the earth pioduced neither corn nor 
fruits At length Pan, hunting in Arcadia, 
discovered her letreat, and acquainted Jupiter 
W'lth it, who, by the intercession of the Parcae, 
or Fates, ajipeascd her, and lestored her a- 
gain to the woi Id hoi some time she took up 
her lesidciicc in Coicyra, so called in later 
tunes, from a daughter of Asopus, there buri- 
ed. but aruiently Dn’pattum, fiom the suklc 
used by the goddess in leaping, which had been 
presented her by V ulcan Thence she removed 
to Sicily, where the violence of Pluto deprived 
her ot Prosei pine Disconsohite at her loss, 
she importuned Jupiter foi lediess, but ob- 
taining little satisfa6tion, she lighted torches at 
the volcano of Mount Aetna, and mounting 
hei car, diawn by winged diagons, set out in 
seaich of her beloved daughter This trans- 
affion the Sicilians annually commemorated, 
by running about in the night with lighted 
torches and loud exclamations Ceres fiist 
stopped at Athens, where she was hospitably 
received by Celeus, whom she taught in re- 
turn to sow coin, and fostered Triptolemus, 
his son [[See J To the lattei she lent 

herchanot, and sent him thi ough theworldtoin- 
stru6l mankind in the art of agriculture [See 
Tnptolc?mi'> J She next was entertained by Hypo- 
thooii andhiswifcMcganira, but the wine set be- 
fore her she refused, as not suiting her mournful 
condition i-he, however, prepared herself a 
drink from an infusion of corn, which she after- 
wards freely used. During a sacrifice here offer- 
ed her, Abbas, son of Meganiia, having derided 
the ceremony, and ridiculed the goddess her- 
self, was punished for his impiety, by liemg 
turned into a newt ; and Erisichthion, for fel- 
ling her consecrated grove, she visited with 
* insatiable hunger. Thence Ceres passed into 
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Lycia, whcic being thirsty, and desirous of 
di inking at a spring, the clowns not only hin- 
deicd her, but sullying and disturbing the 
water, jecied hci ioi hei imsiortunes, on which 
she cliangcd them to frogs It is disputed by 
several nations, who first informed Ceies where 
her daughter W'as, and thence acquired the re- 
ward, which was the art of sowing corn Some 
asenbethe intelligence to Triptolemus, and his 
brother Eubulcus , but the generality agree in 
conferring the honour on the Nymph Arethusa, 
daughter of Neieus and Doris, and companion 
of Diana, who, flying from the pursuit ol the 
river Alpheus, saw Proserpine in the mfeinal 
regions It must be owned, that Ceies was not 
undeserving the highest titles bestowed upon 
her, considered as the deity w ho had blessed 
man with the art of cultivating the eaith, hav- 
ing not only taught them to plow and to sow, 
but also to reap, harvest, and thresh out their 
giain , to make flower and bread , and fix li- 
mits or boundaries to ascertain their posses- 
sions. Ceres had abundance of names, the 

meaning of which will be given respectively 
under them. See Alma, Alttic, Dapoina, El- 
euiuita, Eucblaca, Magna Dca, Malaena, Mam- 
mosa, and Tbesmopboros Hei feasts and festi- 
vals were as follow, [|an ample account of which 
will also be found m the order of the alphabet]] 
the Aloa, Amharx'alia, Cercalia, Chlocia, Cbtbo- 
nia, Elcusmia, Epilcdia, and the Tbamophoi la 
Besides which, the gardeners sacrificed to Ce- 
res on the 6th of April, to obtain a plentiful 
produce of their grounds, which were under 
her immediate protection The usual sacrifice 
to this goddess was, a pregnant sow, or a ram. 
The garlands used in her sacrifices were of 
myrtle, or rape-weed; but flow'ers were pro- 
hibited, Proserpine being carried off as she 
gathered them. The poppy alone was sacred 
to her, not only because it grows amongst corn, 
but because, in her distress, Jupiter gave it her 
to eat, that she might sleep and forget her trou- 
bles. Cicero mentions an ancient temple de- 
dicate to her at Catanea, in Sicily, in which 
the offices were performed by matrons and 

virgir^^p^ly, no man being admitted If to 

explain '4i(e fable of Ceres, we have recourse 
to Egpyt, it will be found, that the goddess of 
Sicily and Eleusis, or of Rome and Greece, is 


no other than the Egyptian Isis, brought by 
the Phoenicians into those countries. The 
very name of Mystery, from Mtstor, a veil, or 
covering, given to the Eleusian rites, perform- 
ed m honour of Ceres, shews them to have been 
of Egyptian origin The Isis, or the emble- 
matical figui e exhibited at the feast appointed 
for the commemoration of the state of man- 
kind after the flood, bore the name of Ceres, 
from Cercts, dissolution or overtbrow. She was 
represented in mourning, and with torches, to 
denote the grief she felt for the loss of Peise- 
pbone, (from pen, fruit or torn, and srphan, lat, 
comes Persephone, or the torn lost) her favou- 
iitc daughter, and the pains she was at to 
recover her The poppies with which this 
Ibis was Clowned, signified the joy men re- 
ceived at their first abundant crop, bobo, which 
signifies a double a op, being also a name Ibi the 
poppy. Triptolemus (from terap to bieah, and 
idem a furrow, comes Tnptolcm, or tbe oB of plow- 
ing, was only the attendant Ilorus, bearing the 
handle of a plough, and Celeus, his father, 
from ceil a tool, or vessel, was no more than the 
name of the tools used in forming this instru- 
ment of agriculture. Eumolpus, (fi om warn, 
people, and alep to learn, is derived Eumolep or 
Emolpus, t e the people regulated or ms IriiBed) 
expressed the regulation or forming of the 
people to industry and tillage, and Perso- 
phone, or Proserpine being found again, w'as 
a lively symbol of the recovery of corn, and 

its cultivation, almost lost in the deluge. 

Thus, emblems of the most important events 
which ever happened in the world, simple in 
themsclves,become when transplanted to Grecee 
and Rome, sources of fable and idolatry. A late 
writer takes Ceres to be the Keturah of Scrip- 
ture. Keturah, he says, was called Guerarit, 
being of Gerar, and the difference between that 
word and Cereri, whence the nominative Ceres, 
is very small . besides, that Ceres is, by some, 
supposed to be derived from the Hebrew gue- 
reseb, barley. He proceeds ; Ceres, being tired 
in her journey, laid herself down by the side 
of a well, and thither came persons of the 
neighbourhood to comfort her, among others 
Triptolemus and a good woman, who gave her 
water to drink. Here is plainly, says this 
author, the well, the angel, and the water. 
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mentioned in the story of Hagar, which they 
applied to Keturah ; and this, he says, is only 
taking one of Abraham’s wives for another. — 
It may be sufficient to observe, that such ex- 
planations are little less than ridiculous 

Ceres, according to Abbe Banier, was usually 
represented of a tall majestic stature, fair com- 
plexion, languishing eyes, and yellow or flaxen 
hair , her head crowned with a garland of pop- 
pie or ears of corn , her breasts full and 
swelling , holding in her right hand a bunch 
ot the same materials with her garland, and in 
her left a lighted torch. When in a car or 
chariot, she is drawn by lions, or winged dra- 
gons. Mr. Spence makes the following obser- 
vations on this subject * " The face of Ceres is 
a very pretty one, and, I am apt to imagine 
from some expiessions in the poets, that she 
w as a beauty of the brunette kind , but here, 
as usual, we want some good paintings of the 
ancients to shew, whether that conjecture be 
ti uc or false. Her head is often crowned cither 
with corn or poppies, and her robe falls dow n 
to her feet , which signifies dignity, in the lan- 
guage of statuary There is one objection that 
may be made to the beauty of Ceres, fi om most 
of the figures 1 have seen of her, which gene- 
rally lepresent her breasts as none of the 
smallest. Virgil, in his Georgies, gives us an 
idea of Ceres, as regarding the laborious hus- 
bandman from heaven, and blessing the work 
of his hands with success ” In respeCl to the 
lejiresentations of Ceres, as here given by these 
learned writers, it may be proper to observe, 
that, in their different accounts of her com- 
plexion, they are not more opposite to each 
other, than to the best taste of antiquity, m 
tliat protuberance of breast assigned her by 
both. In their female divinities, the ancients 
make the beauty of this part to consist in a 
moderate elevation. To prevent the promi- 
nence described, a stone from the isle of Naxos 
was pulverised and compressed upon it. The 
poets compare this virginal form to that of 
unripe grapes ; and Apollonius expresses it by 
a term which notices its gentle elevation as not 
decidedly marked. That shape of the bosom 
was deemed, by the ancients, most beautiful, 
which resembled those eminencics that termi- 
nate in points. As well might these criticks 
Vol.I. 4 


have described the goddess with red fiet, be- 
cause thefirst clay statues of her were 
so coloured, as with the brawny breasts a 
Flemish hay-maker , for their descriptions, in 
this particular, could have been taken from 
statues only, comparatively modern. Ceres 
has been no where exhibited with more beauty 
than on a com of Metapontum in Magna Gra- 
ecia, and another, found at Naples in the col- 
le6tion of the Duke of Caraflk Noia, with the 
common reverse of an ear of corn, and a mouse 
on its blade On these, the goddess appears 
with her veil thrown behind her vestment ; her 
head, besides the ears and blades, crowned 
with an elevated diadem, in the manner of Ju- 
no , and her haii over her forehead, m beau- 
ful disorder, as li to indicate her affliction for 
the rajie of Proserpine —The drajjery of Ceres, 
in allusion to ripe corn, should be yellow, espe- 
cially, as she is distinguished in Homer by an 
epithet con esponding. 

CERNES, a priest of Cyhele. 

CERRH AEl, a jicoplc of Gi ecce, who profaned 
the temple of Dcl)>hi 

CERTHE, the daughter of Thcspius, and mother 
ot lobe 

CERUS, the god of opportunity, thus named, 
fi oin the tai dmess of his arrival , was, perhaps, 
the same with Ccrusmanus, who was revered 
as a beneficent deity, and the Creator. 

CERYCES, that is, heralds, thus named from 
Ccryx, the son ol Mercury, were held in great 
veneration. A sacerdotal family of this name 
at Athens is mentioned by Thucydides. 

CER YX Sec Ceryi es 

CESTRINUS, son of Helenus and Andromache, 
settled himself with a company of Epirots, his 
voluntary followers, in a province near the 
iivci Thyamis, soon after the death of his fa- 
ther, whose kingdom fell to the lot of Molos- 
sus, son of Pyrrhus, Andiomache’s second 
husband 

CESTUS. With this article of female habili- 
ment we have no further conceni than as it re- 
lates to Venus It is justly remarked by Abbe 
Wmklcmann, that the goddess, when dressed, 
has always twocinClures , one immediately be- 
neath the breast, the other round the bottom 
of the body. To confirm the truth of this ob- 
servation, he refers td the Venus of the Capi- 

Z 
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tol, and the statue of the goddess, in the pos- 
session of Lord Egremont It is the lower 
cindlure which is piojxirly the cestus of Venus 
When Juno, wishing to inflame the heart of 
Jupiter, solicited and obtained the loan of this 
mysterious girdle, she put it, according to Ho- 
mer, not upon the ordinary cmfture, immedi- 
ately under her breast, but where Venus wore 
it, below , for that such is the true sense of 
fw tyxetrdflt xoXwtf, IS evident from the context, 
which informs us that Juno was already encom- 
passed with a zone, profusely adorned with 
lunge Of what the mystic cestus consisted, 
the description of Homei will shew 
“ In jt was every art, and ev’ry charm, 

To win the wisest, and the coldest warm 
Fond love, the gentle vow, the gay desire. 

The kind deceit, the still-reviving fire. 

Persuasive speech, and more persuasive sighs. 

Silence that spoke, and eloquence of eyes.” 

Pope. 

This fiction, than which nothing can be more 
beautiful, has been happily imitated by Tasso, 
in his magic cinflure of Armida. 

Tcneri sdegni, e placide c tranquille 
Repulse, can vezzi, e lieti pact, 

Sorrisi, parolette, e dolci stille 
Di pianto, e sospir tronchi, e molli bad. 

CETES, an Egyptian king, supposed to have 
been the same with Proteus. 

CETHEGUS, a Rutilian leader, killed by Ae- 
neas, in the twelfth Aeneid. 

CETO, daughter of Neptune, by the Nymph 
Thesea, and sister of Phorcus, or Phorcys, by 
the same parents, mained her bi other Phor- 
t us, by whom she had the Phorcydes and Gor- 
gons, Thoosa and Scylla. 

CEUS, on COEUS, son of Coelus and Terra, 
mariicd Phoebe, and by her became the fa- 
ther of Latona and Asteria 

The father of Troezen was thus named. See 
also Eupbemus. 

('EYX, son of Lucifer, and husband of Alcyone, 
was drowned on his voyage to consult the ora- 
cle at Claros. His wile, apprized by a dream 
of his misfortune, found his dead body washed 
up on the shore. They both are said to have 
been changed into Halcyons. This Ceyx is ge- 
nerally called king of Trachinia, but Apollo- 
^orus makes that king to have been a di^rent 
person from the husband of Alcyone. 


CHABES, a herald of Busiris, yvhom Hercules 
put to death. 

CHAERON, son of Apollo, gave his name to 
Chaeronea, which before was called Ame. 

CHALCEA, a festival among the Athenians, so 
named from k»k*o(, brass, because it was cele- 
brated in memory of the origin of working that 
metal in Athens. The whole Athenian nation 
assembled at the celebration of the Chalcea — 
Sometimes also this festival was called Atbenaia, 
because it was kept in honour of Minerva, called 
Athene, who was the goddess of all sorts of arts, 
and on that account named Ergane, from Er- 
gon, work. In later times it was only kept by 
mechanics, those especially concerned in brass 
work, and to the honour of Vulcan, the god of 
smiths, and instrudfor of the Athenians in it. 
This festival was celebrated on the thirtieth 
of the month Pyanepsion 

CHALCIOEUS, a surname of Minerva, from 
her temple at Chalois She was also called Cbal- 
ctoUs and Cbalctdica. 

CHALICOPE of this name there were three. — 
One daughter of Aeetes, king of Colchis, sis- 
ter of Absyrtus and Medea, and wife of Phryx- 

us I^Sce Pbryxus ]] A second, daughter of 

Eurypilus, or Euryalus, king of Coos, and by 

Hercules, mother of Thessalus. The third, 

daughter of Rhexenor, and wife of Aegeus. 

CHALCODEMUSA, the wife of Arcesius, mo- 
ther of Laertes, and grand-mother of Ulys- 
ses. 

CHALCODON, a son of Aegyptus by Arabia ; 
also an inhabitant of Cos, who wounded Her- 
cules ; an assistant of Hercules in cleansing the 
Augean stable, and the father of Elpenor, a 
Grecian chief in tlie war against Troy, were 
all of this name. 

CHALCON. See Batbyclaeus. 

CHALYBS, son of Mars. The name of his mo- 
ther is unknown. 

CHAMANIM, the Hebrew denomination of the 
Pyreia or Pyratena of the Greeks. These Cha- 
manim were, according to Rabbi Solomon, 
idols exposed to the Sun upon the tops of houses. 
Aben Ezra afflrms them to have been portable 
chapels or temples, in the form of chariots, in 
honour of the Sun. What the Greeks call Py- 
reia, were temples consecrated to the Sun and 
the element of fire, in which a perpetual fire 
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was preserved. They were placed upon emi- 
nences, and were large inclosures without co- 
vering, where the Sun was worshipped The 
Guebres, or worshippers of fire, in Persia and 
the East Indies, have still these Pyreia The 
word Chamanim is derived from cbaman, which 
signifies to warm or burn 

CHAMARIM, a word which occurs in several 
places of the Hebrew Bible, and is generally 
ti'anslated tbe priests of the idols, or tbcpt tests 
clothed in black, because cbamar signifies black, 
or blaikness. St. Jerora, in the second book of 
Kings, renders it Aruspices. In Hosea and Ze- 
phaniah he translates it Acdttui The best 
commentators are, however, of opinion, that 
by this word we are to understand the priests 
of the fabulous deities, and in particular those 
of the worshippers of lire, because they were, 
as they say, dressed in black , or, perhaps, the 
Hebrews gave them this name in derision, from 
the blackness incident to their attendance upon 
fire We find priests among those of Isis called 
Melanephon, that is, who wear black , but whe- 
ther this name oi'iginated from the blackness 
of their ordinary dress, or from their wearing 
a black veil, in the processions of this goddess, 
is not ascertained Camar, m Arabic, signifies 
the moon Isis is the same deity Grotius thinks 
that the Roman priests called Camilli, came 
from the Hebrew Chamarim Those among 
the Heathens who sacrificed to the infernal gods, 
were dressed in black. 

CHAMOS, OR CHAMOSH, an idol of the Canaan- 
ites and Moabites, who had his temples on 
mountains surrounded with tall oaks The 
name Chamos comes from a root which, in A- 
rabic, signifies to make baste, for which reason 
many believe Chamos to be the Sun, whose 
precipitate course might well procure it the 
name of swift, or speedy Others have con- 
founded Chamos with the god Hammon, adored 
not only in Libya and Egypt, but also in Ara- 
bia, Ethiopia, and the Indies Macrobius 

shews that Hammon was the Sun, and the horns 
with which he is represented, denoted his rays 
Calmet is of opinion that the god Hamonus and 
Apollo Chomeus, mentioned by Strabo and 
Ammianus Marcellinus, was the same with 
Chamos, or the Sun. These deities were wor- 
«liipped in many of the Eastern provinces. 


Sopie who have gone upon the resemblance of 
the Hebrew term Cbames, to the Greek Comos, 
have believed Chamos to signify Bacchus, the 
god of inebriety, according to the signification 
of the Greek Comos. St. Jerom, and with him 
most other interpreters, take Chamos and Pcoi 
for the same deity ; but it is more probable 
that Baal-Peor corresponded with Thammuz, 
or Adonis , so that Chamos must be the same 
with the Sun . They who derive this word from 
the Hebrew Cantos, with a capb, mem, and a sa- 
meeb, DIOD , pretend that it signifies the bidden 
god, Pluto, whose abode is in hell In this 
sense it will indeed signify the same as Tham- 
muz, and is taken for Adonis, because this god 
was adored as one that had been concealed and 
buried, and tlien raised from the dead But 
the god Chamos is never written in Sciipture, 
so as to justify this explanation To Chamos, 
an altar on the mount of Olives was credted by 
Solomon. 

CHANG-KO, a Chinese goddess worshipped by 
bachelors She is held in as great esteem by 
their learned men, as Minei va was by the Greeks 
and the Romans. 

CHAON, son of Priam, whom Hclcnus his bro- 
ther inadvertently killed To do honour to 
his memory, the country of Epirus was from 
him called Chaonia 

CHAONIA, a festival celebrated by the Chaoni- 
ans in Epirus 

CHAOR-BOOS, an idol in the kingdom of Asem, 
in which every man is permitted to many lour 
wives, but, lest any larnily disjiutes should 
take place, every woman is obliged to bung up 
hei own childicn When any peison is taken 
sick, a priest is sent foi, who bieathes upon 
the patient, and repeats several ])rayers, but 
should no hopes of recovery appear, the su k 
person is direfted to saciifice to Chaoi -boos, 
god of the four winds This saciificc consists 
of a certain number of fowls, according to the 
circumstances of the patient, offered four times, 
according to the number of the winds. 

CHAOS Hesiod, the first author extant of the 
fabulous system of the creation, begins his ge- 
nealogy of the gods with Chaos. In the begin- 
ning, says he, was Chaos, after this Terra, the 
Eai th, then Love, the fairest of the immortal 
gods ; Chaos engendered Erebus and Night, 
Z2 
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from whose mixture was born Aether aivd the 
Day Ten a formed afterwards Coelus, or Hea- 
ven, and the Stars, the mansion of the immor- 
tal gods she likewise formed the mountains, 
and by her marriage with Coelus, brought forth 
Occanus and with him Caeus, &c &c Incapa- 
ble of conceiving how something could be pro- 
duced out of nothing, Hesiod asserted the eter- 
nity of matter, and imagined to herself a con- 
fused mass lying in the womb of nature, which 
contained the principles of ail beings, and af- 
terwards rising by degrees into order and har- 
mony, at length produced the universe. Thus 
the ancient poets endeavoured to account for 
the origin of the world, of which they knew so 
little, that It is no wonder they disguised, rather 
than illustrated, the subjefl in their writings 
Virgil represents Chaos as one of the infernal 
deities , and Ovid, in his Metamorphoses, gives 
a very poetical picture of that disordeily state in 
which all the elements lay blended, without 
order or distinction. It is easy to see, under all 
this confusion and perplexity, the remains of 
truth the ancient tradition of the creation be- 
ing obscured with a multiplicity of images and 
allegories, became an inexhaustible fund for 
fiction to improve upon, and swelled the Hea- 
then theology into an unmdasurable compass , 
so that, in this sense. Chaos may indeed be 
pro^ierly stiled the father of the gods. Though it 
seem noteasy togiveapiCtureor graphical repre- 
sentation of Chaos, a modern painter has been 
bold enough to attempt it. Beyond the clouds, 
which compose the body of his piece, he has re- 
presented an immense abyss of darkness, and 
in the clouds an odd medley of water, earth, 
fire, smoke, winds, &c. but he has unluckily 
thrown the signs of the zodiac into his work, 
and thereby spoiled the whole. This painter 
was Diepenbeke, a pupil of Rubens, whom M. 
Meysens stiles a great artist. The piece itself 
has been emsidered as a. very ingenious jum- 
ble. 

CHARAXUS, one of the Centaurs. 

CH ARICLO, mother of Tiresias, by Eueres. See 
Ttresias. 

There was also a Nymph of this name, daughter 
of Apollo, and mother of Oeyroe, by Chiron 
the Centaur. 

CHARILA, a festival observed once in nine 


years by the Delphians, of which Plutarch 
has given the following account A long 
drought having brought a famine upton the Del- 
phians, they went with their wives and chil- 
dren as supplicants to the palace, on which the 
king, not having enough for all, distributed 
meal and pulse to those who were most known. 
Being troubled, however, with the importuni- 
ties of a strange child, who was an orphan, he 
beat her with his shoe, and threw it in her face. 
The girl, grieved at the affront, departed and 
hung herself The famine becoming moie in- 
tolerable, the Pythia was consulted by the king, 
who answered, that the death of Charila must 
be expiated. The Delphians, after a long 
search, having discovered that the girl who 
had been beaten was so named, instituted cer- 
tain sacrifices with expiatory rites, which were 
religiously performed every ninth yeai’ The 
king presided at them, and having distributed 
corn and pulse to all persons, strangers as well 
as citizens, the image of Charila w as brought 
in, and smitten by him with his shoe The 
governess of the Thyadcs then took it, and con- 
veying it to a desolate place, put a halter round 
its neck, and then buried it where Charila was 
interred. 

CHARIS, wife of Vulcan. 

CHARISI A, a noilurnal festival in honour of the 
Charities or Graces It continued the whole 
night, most of which was spent in dancing, 
which being ended, cakes, made of yellow 
flour, mixed with honey, &c. were distribu- 
ted among the assistants. 

CHARISIUS, a name of Jupiter, derived from 
a Greek word signifying grace, or favour, 

, he being the god by whose influence men ob- 
tain the favour and .‘lifeAion of one another , 
on which account the Greeks used at their meals 
to make a libation of a cup to Jupiter Chari- 
sius 

CHARISTA. SeeOiyrw. 

CHARISTERIA, a thanksgiving day at Athens, 
upon the twelfth of the month Boedromion, 
tlUt being the day on which Thrasybulus ex- 
pelled the thirty tyrants, and restored liberty 
to the Athenians. 

CHARISTIA, the hnmetu* feast, a festival of the 
Romans, celebrated on the eleventh of the ca- 
lends of Match, i. e. the nineteenth ofFebruary, 
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in honour of the goddess Concord. The Cha- 
ristia were iniitituted to re-establish peace and 
amity in families embroiled, or at variance in 
themselves . it consisted in a great entertain- 
ment made in each family, to which relations 
and kindred only were admitted. The joy and 
freedom inspii ed by the repast was looked upon 
as a proper means to re-unite divided minds, to 
which the good ofiBces of their friends present 
would greatly contribute. So most authors , 
yet some say the Charistia was a festival of 
Pluto, because oblations were then made for 
the dead : these add, that black bulls were the 
victims offered, and the ceremonies were per- 
formed in the night, it not being lawful to sa- 
crifice to Pluto in the day-time, on account of 
his aversion to the light. Both accounts may 
be easily reconciled ; for these religious obser- 
vancies were no more than expressions of ho- 
mage to their common ancestors deceased. 

CHARITIES See Graces 

CHARME AND CARME, the mother of Brito- 
martis, by Jupiter. 

CHARMOSYNA, a festival at Athens, and, ac- 
cording to Plutarch, in Egypt 

CHARON, according to the theogony of Hesiod, 
was son of Erebus and Nox, parents of the 
greatest part of the infernal monsters His 
post was to ferry the souls of the deceased over 
the waters of Acheron. His fai e was never un- 
der one obolus, nor above three, which were 
put into the mouths of persons interred, for as 
^to bodies which were denied funeral ntes, their 
ghosts were forced to wander an hundred years 
on the banks of the river before they could be 
admitted to a passage. The Hemionicnses a- 
lone claimed a free transportation, because their 
country Iky near to hell. /' Some mortal heroes 
also, by the fiivour of the gods, were allowed 
to visit the infemal realms, and to return to 
light again. Such were Hercules, Orpheus, U - 
lysses, Aeneas, and Theseus. Charon was of 
a rough md chtmlish temper, treating all hie 
passengers with the same rudeness, without re- 
ga»d to rank, age, or sex ; the poor, the rich, 
the beautiful, and deformed, were all alike to 
him. The present inhabitants of Egypt cell the 
thmoiMilBke of Moeris the lake ef CbaroHj con- 
cerning whom they relate^ that being a person 
of mean, txtrn^loi^ he planted himself by this 


lake, and exacted for every corpse that was fer- 
ried over to be interred, a certain sum , and 
though he this without authority from the 
prince, yet he carried on the imposition for se- 
veral years, till, refusing passage to the dead 
body of the king’s son, unless the usual sum 
was jiaid him, the fraud was discovered. The 
king, however, was made so sensible of the great 
advantage which would attend^the continuance 
of this impost by royal authority, that he oi - 
dered it to be regularly paid, appointed Charon 
his first minister, and confirmed him in his old 
employment, which he made the best post in 
the kingdom. Charon, they add, gained by 
it such vast riches, that he became powerful 
enough to assassinate the sovereign, and ascend 
the throne m his stead. To this narrative we 
must subjoin another from Tzetzes, who speak- 
ing of the Fortunate Islands, which he makes 
to he the British, observes • ** It is reported 
that the souls of the dead are carried over thi- 
ther ; for on the shore of the orean, which 
washes that island called Bntam, there live men 
who are employed in fishing, and are ff«bje< 5 t to 
the Franks, but pay them no tribute, because, 
as it 18 reported, they convey over the souls of 
the dead. These men, returning from fishing 
in the evening, lay themselves down to sleep 
in their huts ; soon after they hear a knocking 
at the door, and a voice calling them to their 
wonted business ; getting up^ they go to the 
shore, not knowing by what ntoessky they are 
impelled there they see ships fitted out, yet 
without having any men in them« into which 
entering, they row, and find the vessels bur- 
thened as if it were with passengers, yet they 
see none Ip an instant they arrive ht the ildand, 
to which they could scarce have Miled in twenty, 
four hours, making use of thek* own vessels. — 
Being arrived, they again see nothing, but they 
bear voices familiarly greeting their passengers, 
and calling them by their names Having thus 
set their freight oh shore, they return with 
lighter vessels. Hence many believe that Bri- 
tain is among the islands Sf the blessed, and 
that men, when dead, SrtitMmspdrted thRher.” 
This venerable boattmail-df the lovftr world is 
reprewmted as> ii ifMid'ntd hum, with a 
grey beard, flad his tattered 

ragssO»ec«miriB|]ffil*iMI^^ Virgil de- 
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scribes him as strong, and in all the vigour and 
firmness of old age, meanly clad, with a large 
rude beard, hair grey and matted, and eyes 
fixed and fiery. His character was probably 
supposed to be rough, for the reason that he 
presided over the Hateful Passage. 

CHAROPOS AND CHA^OVS, feroctous, furious, 
an epithet applied to Hercules. 

CHAROPS, son of Hippasus, and brother of 
Socus, slam by Ulysses m the ninth Iliad. 

CHAROPUS. SeeNtreus 

CHARYBDIS, was a rapacious woman, a female 
robber, who, it is said, stole the oxen of Her- 
cules, for which she was thunder-struck by 
Jupiter, and turned into a whirlpool, dange- 
rous to sailors. This whirlpool was situate 
opposite the rock Scylla, at the entrance of 
the Faro from Messina, and occasioned the 
proverb of running into one danger to avoid 
another. Some affirm, that Hercules killed 
her himself ; others, that Scylla committed 
this robbery, and was killed for it by Her- 
cules, but that her father Phorcus put her 
into a chaldron, and stewed her in it so long, 
that he brought her to life 

CHASTITY, a virtue, deified by the Romans. 
Chastity is represented, on the reverse of a 
medal of Faustina, the younger, sitting, and 
diessed m the habit of a Roman matron, (in 
whom this virtue was supposed to reign m its 
utmost perfeftion), holding a sceptre in her 
hand, and two doves at her feet. " They 
called her,” says Mr. Spence, " The Goddess 
Pudicitia, and represented her like a Roman 
matron , she has her veil on, and is in the 
modest attitude of pulling it over part of her 
face.” Juvenal speaks of her personally, and 
says humourously enough, “ That he believes 
she was once upon our earth in the reign of 
Saturn, but that she quitted it about the time 
Jupiter began to have a beard.” There were 
in Rome two of this name, the Pudicitia Patri- 
ciae, and the Pudicitia Plebeia. See Pudt- 
atm 

CHELIDONIA. SttAedo. 

CHELIDONIA, a festival anciently celebrated 
, at Rhodes m the month Boedromion, when the 
boys went from door to door begging and 
singing a certain song called Cbelidomsma, 
because it began with an invocation of the 


Cbelidon or swallow. It is said to have been 
composed by Cleobulus the Lindian, as an ar- 
tifice to get money in a time of public cala- 
mity. 

CHELONE, a Nymph who was changed to a tor- 
toise. 

CHEMENS, genii, or spirits so called by the in- 
habitants of the Caribbee islands, who suppose 
them to watch over the concerns of men , eve- 
ry man, in their apprehension, having a Chc- 
men to himself. They ofier the first fruits of 
every thing to the Chemens, and place these 
offerings at one comer of their huts, on a table 
made of rushes, where, they pretend, the 
Chemens assemble to eat and drink the obla- 
tions , as a proof of which they affirm, that 
they hear not only the vessels, in which the 
presents are placed, to move up and down, 
but also the noise of the mouths of these deities 
in the aft of eating 

CHENCRIUS. See Pyrene. 

CHER A, that is, the widow, an epithet of Juno, 
on account of her frequent differences with 
Jupiter and his alienation from her. 

CHEREMOCRATES, the archite6t of the tem- 
ple of Diana at Ephesus. 

CHERON. See Cbaeron. 

CHEROPONIA, a Grecian festival, celebrated 
by artizans in general. 

CHERSIDAMAS, killed by Ulysses in the ninth 
Iliad. 

CHIAPPEN, an idol of the savages, inhabiting 
the valley of Tunia, near Panama, and is their 
Mars, or God of War. Before they set out to 
fight they sacrifice slaves and prisoners in ho- 
nour of him, and besmear the body of the idol 
with the blood of the vidlims They seldom 
undertake any enterprise without first con- 
sulting Chiappen, for which purpose they un- 
dergo a penance of two months, abstaining, 
during that time, from the use of salt, and from 
all commerce with women. 

CHICOCKA, an idol of the African negroes, 
supposed to be the guardian of the dead. He 
is thought to take effeaual care, that no niagi- 
cian clandestinely remove the deceased, or 
compel them to work, hunt, or fish. His 
statue, composed of wood, is ere6ted at a small 
distance from their burial places. 

CHILD. See Seven Wise Men tf Greece, 
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CHILON, a celebrated Athlete, wlhom the Greeks 
l(Hig held in great veneration 
CHIMAERA, was daughter of Typhon and E- 
chidna: she breathed a lire that was fierce, 
menacing, and unextinguishable ' she had 
three heads, one of a lion, one of a goat, and 
a third of a dragon, and corresponding to 
those were the upper, middle, and lower parts 
of her body * the place of her habitation was 
in Lycia, where she was born, and her educa- 
tion was committed to Amisodarus Jobates, 
king of Lycia, commanded Bellerophon, not 
only to destroy this monster, but also to ex- 
tirpate a people called the Solymi Minerva, 
or as others say, Neptune, commiserating his 
situation, as exposed to such dangers, sent him 
the flying horse Pegasus, by whose assistance 
he overcame the Solymi, and slew the Chimae* 
ra The foundation of the fable is this An- 
ciently in Lycia there was a volcano, or burn- 
ing mountain of this name, the top of which 
being desert, was inhabited only by lions , the 
middle, having good pastures, by goats ; and 
the foot, being marshy, by serpents As Uel- 
lerophon was the first who caused this moun- 
tain to be inhabited, it was feigned he slew the 
Chimaera. Pliny says, the fire of this volcano 
would kindle even water, and only be extin- 
guished with earth and with dung Some re- 
present the Chimaera with the form of a lion 
before, of a goat between, and of a dragon 
behind, and explain the figure by referring 
to three captains of the Solymi, whose names, 
in the language of that people, happened to 
signify these three creatures, ary, a hon, azal, 
or UTXil, a hd, and tooban, a dragon Others sup- 
pose, the Chimaera to have been a pirate-ship, 
whose prow bore the figure of a lion, her mid- 
dle that of a goat, and her stern a serpent. By 
Chimaera, philosophers understand a mere crea- 
ture of the imagination, such as can exist no 
where but in thought — Amongst the bronzes 
in the Grand Duke’s colleftion at Florence, is 
a curious representation of the Chimaera, com- 
posed of a lion and goat in their respective pro- 
portions, with an inscription in Etruscan cha- 
racters, which makes it the better worth no- 
tice. 

CHIM-HOAM, a Chinese idol, supposed to be 
the guardian of cities. It As an established law 


in China, that all the mandarins, or governors 
of towns and cities shall, when they enter up- 
on their goveniment, and twice a month 
throughout the year, upon pain of forfeiting 
their employments, repair to the temple of 
Chim-Hoam, and there prastrating themselves 
before his altar, and bowing their heads to the 
ground, adore and worship this idol, and sa- 
cnfice candles, perfumes, flowers, flesh, and 
wine. When they take {lossession of then go- 
vernment,^ they take an oath before the idol, 
that they will govern uprightly, and, in case 
they fail, submit themselves to be punished by 
him. 

CHINA, an idol of the people of Casamanse, on 
the coast of North Guinea, m Africa In ho- 
nour of this deity, they make a general j early 
procession, about the end ot November, at 
inid-night, previous to the sowing tlicir rice, 
which devotion is thus periornied The whole 
jieople being assembled at the place where 
the idol 13 kept, they take it up with great 
humility and reverence, and go in profession 
to the appointed station, where sacrifice is 
to be offered the chief priest walks at the 
head of the multitude, immediately before the 
idol, carrying in his hand a long pole, to which 
IS fastened a banner of silk, with some shin- 
bones of men, who, perhaps, have been put 
to death for that very purpose, and several 
ears of rice. Being come to the intended 
place, a quantity of honey is burnt before the 
idol, after which every one piesent makes his 
offering, and smokes his pipe , they then unite 
m prayers, begging of the god to bless their 
harvest. This done, they carry him back in 
the same order, to the place of his residence, 
observing the profoundest silence This deity 
is represented by the head of a bullock or ram, 
carved in wood, or else made of paste of the 
flour of millet, kneaded with blood, and blend- 
ed with hair and feathers 

CHINES, idols of the Chinese, not in the shape of 
any living creature, but built in a pyramidical 
form, and curiously wrought. The people have 
such a veneration for these Chines, that when 
they purchase a slave, they carry him before one 
of them, and after they have offered rice, beg of 
the idol that if the slave runs away, he may be 
devoured by tigers and lions this keeps the 
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poor wretches in awe, and prevents their run- L 
ning off', even under the cruelist treatment 
In the province of Tukien, near the walls of 
the city Fohieu, is one of those Chines or py- 
ramids, nine stories high it is built in the 
form of an o6tagon, and its perpendicular 
height is nine hundred cubits it is adorned 
with several curious figures, and the whole of 
the outside is faced with porcelain at every 
story is a marble colonade, and an iron balu- 
strade gilt, and round each balustrade are a 
great number of little bells, which being agi- 
tated by the wind, make a pleasing kind of 
harmony upon the top of the pyiatnid is a 
large copper idol, spread over with gold 

CHIONE, daughter of Daedalion, being caressed 
both by Apollo and Mercury, bore twins, Phi- 
lammon, son of Apollo, a famous musician, 
and Autolycus, son of Mercury, a juggler and 
thief. The mother was imprudent enough to 
boast of her infamy, preferring the honour of 
an amour with the two deities, by whom she 
had her children, to the chastity even of Diana 
herself, and attributing the virgin modesty of 
the goddess to a want of personal attractions 
This insolence the goddess punished, by piert - 
ing the tongue of Chione with an arrow, which, 
at once, terminated her boasting and her 
life. 

CHIROMANTIA, the art of fore-telling events 
by inspecting the lines of the head. 

CHIRON, was son of Saturn and the nymph Phi- 
Jyra, daughter of Oceanus. In his intercoum* 
with the Nymph, to avoid being surprised by 
his wife, he assumed the form of a horse The 
offspring of this amour was a creature whose 
upward parts resembled a man, and its extre- 
mities those of a horse. When gi own up he 
betook himself to the woods , and, by hunting 
with Diana, not only acquired that art in per- 
fection, but likewise the knowledge of simples, 
and the methods of applying them. He had so 
light and exquisite a hand in chirurgical ope- 
rations, that some say he obtained the name of 
Chiron on that account. His skill in music was 
so great, that he could cure diseases by its har- 
mony alone , and such was his knowledge of 
the celestial bodies, that he could ascertain the 
influence of each, in the destruClion or preser- 
vation of mankind. So far the fable. Plutarch, 


m his Dialogue on Music, stiles this famous 
personage. The wise Centaur ; and Sir Isaac 
Newton places his birth in the first age after 
Deucalion’s deluge, commonly called theGofdrn, 
adding, that he formed the constellation for the 
use of the Argonauts, when he was fourscore 
and eight years old ; for lie was a practical as- 
tronomer. as well as his daughter Hippo ; he 
may therefore be said to have flourished in the 
earliest ages of Greece, as he preceded the 
conquest of the Golden Fleece, and the Trojan 
war. He is generally called the son of Saturn 
and Philyra, and is said to have been born in 
Thessaly, among the Centaurs, who were the 
first Greeks that acquired the art of breaking 
and riding horses ; whence the poets, painters, 
and sculptors have represented them as a com- 
pound of man and horse , and perhaps it was 
at fii'st imagined by the Greeks, as well as by 
the Americans, when they saw cavalry, that 
the horse and rider constituted but one animal. 
Chiron was represented by the ancients as one 
ot the first inventors of medicine, botany, and 
ihuurgery, a word which etymologists have 
derived from his name. He inhabited a grotto 
or cave in the foot of Mount Pelion, which, 
from his knowledge and wisdom, became the 
most famous school throughout Greece Al- 
most all the heroes of his time were ambitious 
oi receiving his instructions , and Xenophon 
hath enumciated the following amongst his dis- 
ciples, VIZ Cephalus, Aesculapius, Melanion, 
Nestor, Amphiaraus, Peleus, Telamon, Mele- 
ager, Theseus, Hippolitus, Palamedes, Ulysses, 
Mnestheus, Diomedes, Castor and Pollux, Ma- 
chaon and Podalirius, Antilochus, Aeneas, and 
Achilles From this catalogue, it appears, that 
Chiron instructed both fathers and sons. Xe- 
nophon has given a short eulogium on each, 
which redounds much to the honour of the pre- 
ceptor. The Greek historian, however, has 
omitted the names of several of his scholars, 
such as Bacchus, Phoenix, Cocytus, Aristaeus, 
Jason, and his son Medeas, Ajax, and Prote- 
silaus. Of these we shall only notice such as 
more particularly interest Chiron. It is pre- 
tended, that the Grecian Bacchus was the fa- 
vourite scholar of the Centaur, and that he 
learned of this master the revels. Orgies, Bac- 
chanalia, and other ceremonies of his worship. 
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cxcenive drought, making a vow to Ju]xtOr 
PluviuB, obtained in a moment abundance''Of 
rain. 

PLYNTERIA. See Plunteria. 

PNOCUS, son of Ixion by Nephele, or a cloud 
resembling Juno. See Ision. 

PO. See Eridams. 

PODALIRIUS, son of Aesculapius, brother of 
Machaon, and like him skilled in surgery. He 
was of great use to the Greeks during the siege 
of T roy . See Macbaon. 

PODALIRIUS, a Rutilian killed by the shepherd 
Alsus. 

PODARCE, daughter of Danaus. 

PODARCES, the original name of Priam, who, 
jvhen Troy was taken by Hercules, was re- 
deemed from captivity by Hesione his sister, 
and thence denominated Priam. 

POI)ARCES,son of Iphiclus,and brother of Pro- 
tesilauB, who went together against Troy in a 
fleet of forty ships. 

PODARGE, fleet of foot, one of the Harpyes, and 
dam of the two horses of Achilles, begotten by 
the Zephyrs. 

POD ARGUS, charioteer to Heftor. 

PODES, an illustrious Trojan, killed by Mene- 
laus. 

POEAS. See Paeas. 

POENA, an ill-disposed goddess. See Ben^- 
ciutn, 

POLIAS, OR POLIUCHOS, that is, patroness tf 
tlx City, a name of Minerva, under which she 
had a statue at Athens, according to Strabo, 
executed in ivory by the celebrated Phidias.-— 
She bore likewise the same name in many 
other cities, where she was especially wor- 
6hii^)ed. 

POLIEIA, a Grecian festival observed at Thebes 
in honour of Apollo, surnanied Polios, that is, 
gray, because he was represented in that city, 
contrary to the practice of all other places, with 
gray hairs. The victim on this occasion was a 
bull ; but it happening once that no bulls could 
'be procured, an ox was taken for the purpose 
from a cart, and from that time began the cus- 
tom of killing labouring cattle for sacrifice, 
which before was deemed a capital crime. 

POLITES, son of Priam and Hecuba, killed by 
Pyrrhus in the presence of his father. 

POLLUX. See Castor and Pollux. 

Vd. II. 4 


POLYBIUS, king ofSicyon. SeeAdrastus. 

POLYBIUS, king of Corinth, educated the infant 
Oedipus, who was exposed to be devoured by 
wild beasti. See Oedipus. 

POLYBOEA, daughter of Amy clas and Diomede, 
sister to Hyacinthus. 

POLYBOTES, one of the rebel Giants, fleeing 
by sea, came to the isle of Coos, where Neptune 
tearing up part of the land, hurled it at him, 
and formed the isle of Nisyros. 

POLYBUS, one of Penelope’s suitors, slain by 
the Goatherd. 

POLYCAON, son of Butes, married a daughter 
ofHyllus. 

POLYCAON, son of Lelex, who, in return for 
his virtues as their king, received, together with 
Messone, his wife, divine honours from the 
Lacedaemonians. 

POLYCASTE, the youngest daughter of Nestor, 
is said by some to have been married to Tele- 
machus. 

POLYDAMAS, a celebrated athlete, who set up 
Hercules for his model. He is reported to 
have demolished a lion with his fist, and to 
have been able to stop with his hand a chariot 
in full speed. In a cavern with a party of 
friends, when the rock over them fell, he at- 
tempted to catch it in his arms, but was 
crushed by its weight 

POLYDAMAS, a Trojan born on the same night 
with Hedlor, and only his inferior in valour, 
was killed by Ajax, after having made great 
havock amongst the Greeks. 

POLYDAMAS, son of Antenor by Theano, sis- 
ter of Hecuba, married a natural daughter of 
Priam, named Ly caste. Some have accused 
him as the betrayer of his country. 

POLYDAMN A, wife ofThonis, king of Egypt, 
who bestowed on Helen a certain specific a- 
gainst rare and melancholy. To this Milton, 
in his Comus, has finely adverted. 

POLYDECTES, king of the isle of Seriphos, it 
is said kindly entertained Diana and her son 
Perseus, when thrown upon his coasts. Ac- 
cording to some, Polyde^tes married Danae ; 
and these add, that when Perseus was grown, 
his step-father sent him against the Gorgon 
Medusa, whose head Perseus having cut ofif^ a£ 
his return turned PolydeAes, by means of it, 
to a flint. See Acrisms. 


Aa 
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POLYDIUS. SeeGlaucus. 

Also, brother of Abas See Adas. 

POLYDORA, daughter of Peleiis, king of Thes- 
saly, by Antigone, daughter of Eurytion. He 
is reported to have married the river-god Sper- 
chius, and to have been by him the mother of 
Mnestheus. 

POLYDORA, daughter of Meleager, king of Ca- 
lydon, and wife of Protesilaus, killed herself 
in despair, at the death of her husband. She 
is more commonly known as Laodamia. 

Another Polydora, was daughter of Perieres. 

POLYDORUS, son of Cadmus and Hermione, 
and husband of Ny6teis, who bore him Labda- 
cus, the father of Laius. 

POLYDORUS, son of Hippomedon, was present 
with the Epigoni at the war at Thebes 

POLYDORUS, youngest son of Priam, who, 
dreading the issue of the Trojan war, sent him 
to Polymestor, or Polymnestor, king of Thrace, 
with a laige sum of money, according to the 
third Aeneid After Troy was destroyed, Po- 
lymnestor, instigated by avarice, killed his 
ward, and Hecuba, the mother of Polydorus, in 
return, tore out his eyes. 

Piiani had another son of this name, who was kill- 
ed by Achilles 

POLYGIUS, a surname of Mercury. 

POLYGONUS, son of Proteus andCoronis; he 
was, together with Telcgonus, his brother, put 
to death by Hercules 

POLYHYMNIA, POLYMNEIA, or POLYM- 
NIA, one of the Nine Muses Her name, 
Avhich IS of Greek origin, and signifies tmcb 
singing, seems to have been given her for 
the number of her songs, rather than her 
faithfulness of memory, whence also her secon- 
dary name is derived To Polyhymnia belong- 
ed that harmony of voice and gesture which 
gives a perfection to oratory and poetry Po- 
lyhymnia presided over history, or rather rhe- 
toric, and is represented with a crown of pearls 
and a white robe, in the aCl of extending her 
right hand, as if haranguing, and holding in 
her left a scroll, on which the word Suadere is 
written ; sometimes. Instead of the scroll, she 
appears holding a caducetis or sceptre. Po- 
lyhymnia,” says Mr Spence, is the last of 
those three Muses that are most commonly 
distinguished by bolding some stringed in- 


strument of music or other in their hands: 
that in the hand of Polyhymnia is, perhaps, 
what the Romans, after the Greeks, called Bar- 
bitos, and what we have nc^ name for in our 
language ' it has a bottom to it very different 
from the testudo and the most common sort of 
lyres , but,” continues our author, ** as I know 
so little either of the make or names of the 
stringed instruments of the ancients, I shall 
venture no farther on that head.” 

POLYIDIUS, son of Hercules by one of the 
daughters of Thestius. 

POLYIDIUS, a physician, who restored life to 
Glaucus, son of Minos, by applying to his body 
an herb, which he had seen one serpent use to 
revive another 

POLY ALUS, son of Hercules and Eurybia. 

POLYMEDA, daughter of Autolicus, and by 
Aeson mother of Jason, lived but a few days 
after her^ husband 

POL YMEUON, one of the illegitimate offspring 
of Priam 

POLYMELE, daughter of Phylas, and attendant 
on Diana, was seduced by Mercury^'and bwe 
him a son 

Aeolus IS said to have had a daughter of the same 
name, seduced by Ulysses 

POLYMELE. See A^or, Peleus 

POLYMELUS, a Lycian chieftain, killed by Pa- 
troclus 

POLYMESTOR, or POLYMNESTOR, king of 
Thrace, and husband of Ilione, eldest daughter 
of Priam. To his care, according to Virgil 
and Ovid, Polydorus, youngest son of Priam 
and Hecuba, was committed. The latter, on 
the destrudlion of Troy, becoming the prize 
of Ulysses, arrived in the Grecian navy in 
Thrace, and being bereaved of all her other 
children, she expedled to find her son Polydorus 
safe with Polymestor, but as she was walking 
near the sea side, she espied his body thrown 
up by the waves from the shore ; for Polymes- 
tor, out of covetousness of the gold that had 
been sent along with Polydorus, had murdered 
the youth, and thrown his body into the sea, 
the better to conceal so black a crime. As soon 
as Hecuba understood the horrid deed, she 
procured admission to Polymestor, concealing 
her knowledge of her son’s unhappy fate, under 
pretence of adding more gold to what she had 
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given him already. The tyrant, believing the 
pretence, gave her the opportimity of a pri- 
vate conversation with him. The enraged 
mother having gained admittance, plucked out 
the monster’s eyes ; and as the Thracians were 
pursuing and throwing stones at her, she was 
transformed into a bitch. 

POLYNICES, son of Oedipus and Jocasta, and 
brother of Eteocles. See Etcocles. 

POLYNOE, one of the Nereides. 

POLYPHEMON. See Proctaites. 

POLYPHEMOS, niece of the sorceress Medea, 
resided at Athens, and was said to have been 
changed to a bird 

POLYPHEMUS, son of Neptune, a giant who 
like the Cyclops had, but one eye, which was 
placed in his forehead. He kept sheep m the 
island of Sicily, and, like Cacus and Caeculus, 
lived by rapine and murder Polyphemus was ot 
so gigantic a stature, that his very aspect was 
terrible. He surprised Ulysses and his com- 
panions, of whom he dcvouied four, sonic au- 
thors say six In the third Aeneid, Viigil 
describes the cave of Polyplienius as huge and 
dark, the floor bestrewed with mangled limbs , 
and represents the monster as gorging him- 
self with the flesh and blood ot Ulysses’ 
companions. Ulysses having made him drunk, 
with a fire-brand extinguished his sight, and 
by this contrivance etflflcd his escape. By 
this monster was killed the unhappy Acts, 
favourite of Galatea, with the fragment of a 
rock. See yicts. 

POLYPHEMUS, son of Elatus of Laryssa by 
Hippea, and one of the Argonauts who in- 
formed Hercules of the death of Hylas 
POLYPHONTES Of this name were one of 
the Heraclidae, who killed Crcsphontes king of 
Messenia, and seized on his crown . — and also 
a Theban leader under Eteocles. 
POLYPOETES, son of Pirithous and Hippo- 
damia, in copjundiion with Leonteus, led the 
Lapithae in forty ships against Troy. 
POLYTECHNUS. SeeAedon. 

POLYTHEISM, the doctrine or belief of a 
plurality of gods. The word comes from the 
Greek wexuf, much, and 5»f, Deus. 
POLYXENA, daughter of Priam king of Troy, 
a virgin of extraordinary beauty. Achilles 
her on the walls of the city, fell in love 


with her, and desired to marry her. Priam 
consented ; and they met in the temple ot 
Apollo to solemnize the marriage, where Pans 
her brother, concealing himself behind the 
statue of Apollo, shot Achilles with an airow 
in that part of his foot which alone was vul- 
nerable Troy being taken, the ghost of 
Achilles demanded satisfaction for the murder, 
and the Grecians appeased it by offering Po- 
lyxena, whom Pyrrhus, son of Achilles, is 
said with his own hands to have sacrificed at 
her father’s tomb. 

POLYXENUS, son of Agasthenes, and one of 
the four leaders of the Epean troops against 
Troy 

Medea had by Jason a son of the same name. 

POLYXO, priestess of Aimllo and nurse of 
Hypsipylc queen of the Amazons 

POLYXO, wife of Tlcopolemus king of the 
Rhodians, to whom on the death of lier hus- 
band, Helena flew for protection. See Helena. 

POLYXO, one of the Atlantides. Also the 
wives of Danaus, and of NyCleus weie so cal- 
led 

POMONA. See Vertumnus 

POMPEON DAIMONOS IIEORTE, a Grecian 
festival mentioned by Hesychius. There was 
an image at this solemnity called by a peculiar 
name Steinmatmon 

POMPILUS, an Ionian fisherman, who whilst 
he was transporting Ocyroe, daughter of 
Chcsias, to Miletus, had his boat turned into 
a rock, and was himself suddenly changed 
into the fish of his name, whilst the god, who 
was enamoured of Ocyroe, bore Her away in 
ti luinph. 

PONTEUS, one of the competitors in the 
eighth Odyssey. 

PONTIA, from Pontus, a surname of Venus, 
at Hermione. 

PONTIFEX See Ponttfices. 

PONTIFICES. There are but two accounts of 
the derivation of the name of the Pontifices, 
and both very uncertain ; either from pons 
andfacerCf because they first built the Sub- 
lician bridge at Rome, and had the care of its 
repair ; or from posse and facere, where facere 
must signify the same as efferre and sacr^care , 
to (^er or sacrifice. The first of these is the 
most probable opinion, and yet Plutarch calls 

Aa 2 
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it absurd. At the first institution of the 
Pontifices by Numa, the number was cmfined 
to four, who were constantly chosen out of the 
nobility until the year of Rome 454, when 
five more were ordered to be added from the 
commons, at the same time that the Au> 
gurs received the like addition: and as the 
Augurs had a college, so the Pontifices were 
incorporated also. To each of these com- 
munities seven members were added by Scylla ; 
so that of the fifteen to which their number 
amounted, the first bore the name of Pont^ces 
Majores, and the rest of Pont^es Mtnores. 
The ofiices of the Pontifices were to give 
judgment in all causes relating to religion ; to 
enquire into the lives and manners of the in- 
ferior priests ; and to punish them if they saw 
occasion ; to prescribe rules for public worship, 
to regulate the feasts, sacrifices, and all other 
sacred institutions. Tully, in his oration to 
them, for his house, tells them that the honour 
and safety of the commonwealth, the liberty of 
the people, the houses and fortunes of the 
citizens, the very gods themselves were all in- 
trusted to their care, and depended wholly on 
their wisdom and management. The Ponti- 
fices appointed the funds for the expences of 
temples, festivals, and oblations ; they regu- 
lated funeral pomps, and fixed the time of 
mourning. They were honoured with all the 
distinctions annexed to the supreme magis- 
tracy j Apparatores, Scribae, and Praecoms, 
always attended them. Their usual habit 
was the pretexta, or robe embroidered with 
purple ; dnd they had the honour of the cu 
rule chair. Their dignity was enjoyed during 
life, unless conviCted of some notorious crime, 
in which case they were degraded from office ; 
and they were exempted from the jurisdiction 
of the senate and people in civil and criminal 
affoirs. The Ponttfex Maxitim, or superin- 
tendant of the Pontifices, was one of the most 
honourable offices in the commonwealth.—— 
Numa, when he instituted the order, in- 
vested himself with this dignity.— Festus 
calls this high priest the judge and ar- 
bitrator of divine and human afiairs. Upon 
this account all the emperors, after the ex- 
amples of Julius Caesar and Augustus, either 
actually took upon them the office, or at least 


used tiie name. The Pontifex Maximus, 
was not allowed to go out of Itidy, though 
this was dispensed with in Julius Caesar. 
Whenever he attended a funeral, a veil was 
put between him and the funeral bed, for 
it was esteemed a kind of profanation for him 
to see a dead body. ' It was he who pre- 
scribed the ceremonies of the gods, who com- 
posed the rituab, and directed the vestals : he 
consecrated the statues of the gods, before 
they were placed in the temples ; and blessed 
the figures of some of Jupiter’s thunderbolts, to 
preserve the people from harms. He also di- 
gested the history or annals of every year. 
The manner of his consecration was very ex- 
traordinary ; he was let down, dressed in sacer- 
dotal vestments into a pit covered with a 
plank bored full of holes ; they next placed a 
bull on the plank, and having cut its throat, 
the blood poured through the holes into the 
pit, and the priest received it on his head, 
eyes, nose, ears, &c. He was then taken out, 
while covered with blood, and saluted Pontifex 
Maximus, which title was retained even by 
some of the Christian emperors, till Gratian, 
as we learn from Zozimus, absolutely refused 
it. Polydore Vergil does not question but that 
this was an infallible omen of the authority 
which the bishop of Rome enjoys to this day 
under the name of Pontifex Maximus. 

PONTONOUS, an attendant of the court of 
Alcinous. 

POPAE, certain inferior priests so called, em- 
ployed in the sacrifices of the ancients, whose 
office, it is said, was to bring the viCtim to 
the altar, to tie it, and cut its throat They 
were half naked, the sleeves of their garments 
being tucked up, and their skirts short and 
gathered about the waist. Suetonius, in re- 
presenting the cruelty of Caligula, who killed 
men in sport, says, he beat out the brains of 
one of the Popae as he was officiating at the 
altar. He calls him Cultrarlus, from the knife 
with which he cut the throat of the vidtim. i 

POPLIFUGIUM, tbeft^bt^tbepeoph^exi ancient 
Roman festival observed on the nones of Jijy, 
in memory of the death of Romulus,who having 
assembled the people in an ^len plain, a Bud4en 
storm of thunder, lightning, and rain overtook 
them, at which they were so afiHghted tfiat 
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' thgr fled difl^r^nt ways in great confumon ; 
but when the tempest was over they returned 
to the place of assembly, and were informed 
that Romulus had been carried up into heaven 
during the storm, and in the sight of the se- 
nators, who remained with him. 

POPULONA, POPULONI A, or POPULOSA, 
names of Juno, either on account of the pray- 
ers put up to her by the people, or because 
procreation peoples the world. 

PORPHYRION OR PORPHYRIS, one of the 
rebel giants, attempting the chastity of Juno, 
was slain by JujMter and Hercules. 

PORRIMA, an attendant on Carmente, when 
she came from Arcadia. 

PORSYMNA, daughter of the river Asterion, 
said by some, to be one of the nurses of Juno. 

PORTHMEUS, a name of Charon, the infernal 
boatman. 

PORTUMNALIA, a Roman festival in honour 
of Portumnus, celebrated on the I7th of August. 

PORTUMNUS, OR PORTUNUS, a name of 
the sea-god Palaemon among the Romans. 

PORUS, IB said to have been considered both as 
the god of counsel and of plenty He is repre- 
sented as the son of Metis, or Prudence, and the 
father of Cupid. 

POSEIDON, the name of Neptune among the 
Greeks, because he so binds our feet, that we 
are not able to walk within his dominions, that 
is, on the water. 

POSEIDONIA, orPOSEIDIA, a Grecian festi- 
val in honour of Poseidon, or Neptune, to 
whom also they offered a solemn sacrifice, call- 
ed Oneilion. 

POSTHUMIA, a vestal virgin, accused of adul- 
try, but acquitted. 

POSTVORT A. See Anttvoria. 

POT AMIDES, Nymphs inhabiting rivers ; the 
same with the Nymphs' called Fluviales. 

FOTHOS, a divinity amongst the Samothracians. 

POTINA, tutelar goddess of infants. She gave 
the young ones drink. 

POTITII. See Pimrit. 

POVERTY, The peojde of Gadara made Po- 
verty and Art goddesses, because the first 
whets the wit for the discovery of the other. 
Plautus, in the prologue to the comedy of Ti- 
maeus, makes Poverty daughter of Debauche- 
ry. Petronius makes Poverty sister of Pru- 


dence ; and Ovid hints at a disgraceful picture 
of her following the triumphal chariot of Cupid, 
with her hands tied behind, as one of his slaves. 

PRAEDATOR, name of Jupiter, because in all 
viAories part of the spoils were sacred to him , 
hence, at Rome there was a temple dedicated to 
Jupiter Praedator, or the plunderer. 

PRAENESTE. See Oracle of Fortune. 

PRAENESTINA, title of Fortune. 

PRAEPS, a name of Victory, to denote its swift- 
ness. 

PRAESALTOR, among the Romans, an appel- 
lation given to the chief direftor of the Salii. 
He was so called from dancing at the head of 
the Salii, priests of Mars. 

PRAESICI A, those parts of the entrails of sacri- 
fices which were cut off, and offered to the 
gods 

PRAESTITES, the Genii so called, because they 
are supposed to preside over the management 
of all things. 

PRAETIDES. See Proetides 

PRAETUS, orPROETUS, king of Argos, whom 
Perseus turned into stone, by shewing him the 
head of the Gorgon Medusa. His daiighteis, 
called from him Proetides, for preferring them- 
selves to Juno in beauty, were stricken with 
madness, and fancied themselves to be cows. 
They were at length, however, cured by Me- 
lampus. 

PRAXIDICE, a goddess whose office it was to 
prescribe the just bounds of mens’ a6iions. She 
was the same with Alalcomene, daughter of 
Ogyges, chief of the Praxidician goddesses.— 
See Prattdtcian Goddesses, Alalcomem. 

PRAXIDICIAN GODDESSES, were Alalco- 
mene, Aulis, and Thalsinia, daughters of Ogy- 
ges and Thebe. These, after their death, were 
worshipped as divinities, and peculiar honours 
were paid to Alalcomene, the mait celebrated 
of the three, to whom Menelaus erected a tem- 
ple. See Alalcomene. 

PRAXIS, a surname of Venus at Megara. 

PRAXITHEA, daughter of Phrasimus and Dio- 
genea, was the wife of Erechtheus, and by him 
mother of three sons, Cecrops, Pandarus, and 
Metion, and four daughters, Procris, Creusa, 
Chthonia and Orithya. 

Ereftheus had a dauglMer also of the same name, 
who was sacrificed in obedience to on oracle. 
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Thestius likewise had a daughter named Praxi- 
thea, who bore several children by Hercules 
PRAYER. Prayer has been common to all re- 
ligions, nations, and ages. The piety of the 
. ancient Greeks, and the honourable opinion 
they entertained of their deities, is m nothing 
more manifest than in the continual prayers 
and supplications they made to them We 
are told by Plato, that at the rising both of the 
sun and moon one might every where behold 
the Greeks, as well in prosperity as in ailliftion, 
prostrating themselves, and pouring foith sup- 
plications. The Lacedemonians had a peculiar 
sort of prayer, for they never used either in 
their public or private devotions, to make any 
other request, than that the gods would grant 
what was honourable and good. The Atheni- 
ans, in their prayers, used to desire prospe- 
rity for themselves and the Chians ; and at the 
feast of the Panathanaea, the public cryci im- 
plored the blessing of the gods upon the Athe- 
nians and Plataneans. Seveial ceremonies at- 
tended the manner of their supplicating the 
gods. The petitioners were usually crowned 
with garlands, and carried boughs of laurel 
or olive in their hands ; laurel being an emblem 
of success or vidlory, and olive of peace or 
good will. With these boughs they touched 
the knees or head of the statue to which they 
addressed themselves sometimes they pro- 
strated themselves at the entrance of the tem- 
ples, and kissed the sacred threshold. Ano- 
ther manner of supplicating was, by pulling 
the hairs off* their heads, and offering them to 
the deity : after this manner Agamemnon pre- 
sented himself before Jupiter when Hedlor had 
overthrown the Greeks. The postures they 
used were different • sometimes they prayed 
standing, sometimes sitting, but most com- 
monly kneeling, that position bemg expressive 
of the greatest humility: prostration was al- 
most as frequent as kneeling, of which the 
poets furnish innumerable examples before the 
images, altars, and thresholds of the temples. 
It was also an usual gesture in praying, to lift 
tip their hands towards the heavens ; and when 
they lay prostrate, or kneeled upon the earth, 
it was customary to beat it with their hands. 
They who prayed to the deities of the sea, 
stretched forth their hands towards the sea : on 


the contrary, because the infernal gods were 
supposed to have their habitation beneath the 
earth, it was usual to pray to them with hands 
pointed downwards. They turned their faces 
to the east when they prayed to the gods, and 
to the west when they addressed themselves to 
the heroes or demi-gods. They who fled to 
the gods for refuge or help, used first to crown 
the altars with garlands, and then make known 
their requests. It was also usual for them to take 
hold of the altars Itwas a common opinion, that 
their prayers weremore prevalent and successful 
when offered up in a barbarous and unknown 
language ; the reason assigned for which was, 
that the first and native languages of mankind, 
though barbarous and uncouth, yet consisted 
of words and names more agreeable to nature 
If they obtained their request, and if that were 
of consequence, they presented to the god 
some rich gift, or offered sacrifice sometimes 
the favour leceived was registered in the 
temple, as a. memorial of the goodness of the 
god Their prayers or supplications to gods 
and men were made in the same manner 
with the boughs they earned in their hands, 
if they were doubtful whether they should pre- 
vail or not. It was usual to touch the knees of 
the statue or man to whom they addressed 
themselves , if they had hopes they touched 
his right hand, but never the left, for that 
they thought ominous ; if they were confident 
of success they rose as high as his chin or 
cheeks, then touched his head, because it is the 
principle and most honourable member in the 
human frame, as Eustathius thinks, or be- 
cause they would have the personage give his 
consent to their petitions by a nod. The 
hand they touched as the instrument of adlion , 
the knees, because they desired the soul of the 
person should bend. Sometimes they kissed 
the hands and knees; but if the petitioners 
were very fearful, and the persons to whom 
they addressed themselves of very great qua- 
lity, they bowed so low as to kiss their feet. 
Sometimes they kissed their own hands, and 
with them touched the person. So generally 
was this custom of kissing practised by sup- 
plicants, that Eustathius thinks the word irpoo-- 
to adore, was derived from mmv, which 
signifies to hss. Prayer being ended, they 
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lifted up their hand and kissed it, which custom 
was also pra6tised by the Romans whenever 
they passed by a temple, and was accounted 
a sort of veneration. The safest place for a 
petitioner either to gods or men, next to the 
temples and altars, A^as the hearth, whithei 
they presently ran, when they came to any 
strange place either when travelling or in ba- 
nishment, as being the altar of Vesta and the 
household gods. When they had once seated 
themselves there on the ashes, in a mournful 
posture, and with a dejefted countenance, 
they had no occasion, nor was it customary, 
to open their mouths ; since such actions in- 
dicated the want and calamity of the sup- 
plicant more movingly than a thousand 
orations. What has been said concerning the 
prayers of the ancient Greeks may be applied 
likewise to the Romans, who as they worship- 
ped the same gods, used the same supjilicatory 
rites 

PERUGENES, son of Agenor. 

PRI AM IDES, the pationyniic of Paris, Hector, 
and Deiphobus, and of the race of Priam in 
general 

PRIAMUS, OR PRIAM, king of Troy, whose 
original name was Podarces, was son of Lao- 
medon He married Hecuba, daughter ol 
Dymas king of Thrace, according to Homer, 
or of Cisseus king of the same country, accoid- 
ing to Virgil. By her he had nineteen chil- 
dren, and among the rest Pans, who occasion- 
ed the ruin of Troy by the rape of Helena ; 
andofHe6tor, the defender of Troy and the 
Trojan name. Some accounts say, that alter 
Troy was sacked, Priam was carried into 
Greece by Hercules, that he was afterwards 
ransomed, on which he obtained the name of 
Priam, a Greek word signifying ramomed , 
and that at his return he rebuilt Ilium, and 
extended the bounds of the kingdom of Troy 
which became very flourishing under his reign , 
but most authors are of opinion that Hercules 
was not present at the siege of Troy, that hero 
being dead, and Philodtetes also, who shewed 
the Greeks his burial-place, used his arrows 
in that war, and killed Paris with one of them , 
Priam therefore could not be carried by Her- 
cules into Greece. The received opinion is, 
that on the sacking of Troy, Priam was killed 


by Pyrrhus son of Achilles, at the foot, of 
an altar, where he had taken refuge, after 
a reign of fifty-two years. The Greeks 
have few stories more ancient than that 
of the Trojan war. Appian assures us, 
that Carthage was built fifty years after the 
dcstiurtion of Troy, and seven hundred yeai-s 
after it was built, the Romans took from the 
Carthaginians Sicily, and soon after it Sardi- 
ni.i, in the first Punic war Now, as theRomans 
did not take Sicily and Sardmia from the Car- 
thaginians befoie the end of the first Punic 
war, in the year of Rome 513, which is from 
the creation of the world 3710, before the birth 
of Christ 240 years ; if thence we reckon 750 
years backwards, then the dc&trudtion of Troy, 
according to Appian, happened in the year of 
the world 2960, which is the thii ty -second 
year of Solomon, king of Judah and Israel. 
1 hat this was the time of the rum of Troy, or 
near it, seems clear from the testimony of 
Theophilus, bishop of Antioch, a learned 
Christian in the second century, who gives it 
as his opinion, that the Trojan war happened 
much about the time of Solomon’s building the 
temple of Jerusalem. Tatian, the Assyrian, a 
leal ned author of the same age, and Clemens, 
of Alexandria, who wrote about the beginning 
ol the third century, are of the same opinion. 
Du Pm,' Raleigh, and others, place the date of 
the 1 rojan war higher. This being determin- 
ed, It will be easier to settle the fabulous ages 
of Greece. According to Clemens Alexan- 
di mils, from the government of Moses to the 
inundation of Deucalion, and the destruftion 
of Phaeton in the time of Crotopus, arc reckon- 
ed four generations, three generations making 
up one hundred years from the deluge or in- 
• undation of Deucalion to the burning of Ida, 
the invention of iron, and the Idaci Dadlyli, 
are seventy-three years, as affirmed by Thra- 
syllus . from the burning of Ida to the rape 
of Ganymedes, sixty-five years thence to the 
expedition of Perseus, when Sisyphus or Glau- 
cias instituted the Isthmian games for Meliccr- 
tes, fifteen years_ from the expedition of Per- 
seus to the taking. of Troy, thirty-four years 
thence to the sailing of the Argonauts, sixty- 
four years . thence to Theseus am! the Mino- 
taur, thirty -thi'ee years : thence to the Seven 
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who ovtreame the Thebans^ ten years: to 0ie 
Olympic Mn'estllng, Instituted by Hercules for 
Pelops, three years * to the expedition of the 
Amazons against Athens, and the rape of He- 
lena by Theseus, ten years ’ thence to the tran* 
station of Hercules, eleven years* thence to 
the rape of Helena by Paris, four years : thence 
to the taking of Troy, supposing the siege to 
have commenced at or near the time of that 
rape, ten years: from the taking of Troy to 
the descent of Aeneas and his building Lavini 
urn, ten years : to the government of Ascanius, 
eight years : to the descent of the Heraclidae, 
sixty-one years: to the first Olympiad, insti- 
tuted by Iphitus, eight years By this calcu- 
lation of Clemens, we may observe, that Troy 
was twice taken, and that the latter siege is 
that described by Homer; which siege will fall 
below the time of Solomon’s building the tem- 
ple, if the government of Moses, here stated, 
began about twenty years before his death u 
and perhaps the taking of Troy at two diffe- 
rent periods, has created the disagreement 
between authors cmicerning that event.- It 
may l)e observed, that Sir Isaac Newton has 
placed these occurrences later than in this ac- 
count. 

PRIAMUS, son ofPolites,and grandson of Priam, 
mentioned in the Aeneid. 

PRIAPEIA, a Grecian festival in honour of Pri- 
apus. ^ 

PRIAPUS, is said by some to have been the son 
of Bacchus and Nais, or, as others will have it, 
of Chlone ; but the generality of authors agree, 
that he was son of Bacchus and Venus. This 
goddess having met the god of wine on his re- 
turn from his Indian expedition. Priapus was 
born at Lampsacus, a city of Mysia, at the 
mouth of the Hellespont, but in so deformed • 
state, that his mother, through shame, abandoi)- ' 
ed him ; fbrjuno, pretending to offer her assis- 
tance, but bating whatever might descend from 
Semele by Jupiter, her husband, spoilt the in- 
fant Ih his birth. Having given him the name 
of Priapus, his mother left him at Lampsacus, 
where he was educated. On his growing up 
to maturity, the inhabitants of the place ba- 
nished him their territories, on account of his j 
vicious habits; but being soon after visited i 
i^b an epidemical disease, the Lampsacans con- i 


pm 

suited ^e oracle of Dodona, and Priapui wte 
in consequence recalled. Some, however j( «e- 
port, that it was at the intervention of the 
women, that their husbands had recalled him. 
Temples were’eredled to Priapus as the tu- 
telar deity of vineyards and garden.8, to defend 
them from thieves and from , birds. To this 
god the inhabitants of Lampsacus used to sa- 
crifice an ass, the reason of which is given in 
the following story by Ovid, (tybele, having in- 
vited the gods to an entertainment, they drank 
plentifully till late in the night, after which, in 
their rambles on Mount Ida, some laid them- 
selves down to sleep, among whom was the 
goddess Vesta. Priapus finding her asleep, 
and alone, was disposed to attempt her ; but 
the ass of Silenus braying at the instant, the 
goddess started up and frustrated his purpose. 
Hence the ass was thought a proper ^sacrifice 
to this obscene god. The nymph Lotis flying 
from him, was changed into the Lotus-tree, 
whose fruit is said to be so pleasant, as that 
whoever tastes it, loses all remembrance of 
his country. Besides the more common name 
of Priapus, this deity was also called Avistu- 
por. Bonus Deus, Hellespontiacus, Fascinum, 
and Phallus. Priapus is usually represented 
naked and obscene, with a stem countenance, 
matted hair, crowned with garden herbs, and 
holding a wooden sword, or scythe, whilst his 
body 'terminates in a shapeless trunk. His 
figures are generaly erefted in gardens and 
orchards to serve as a scarecrow. Pria- 
pus,” says Mr. Spence, ** held a pruning- 
hook in his hands, whm he had hands, for 
he was sometimes nothing more than a 
mere log of wood, as Martial, somewhere hu- 
mourously calls him. Indeed the Roman 
poets in general seem to have looked <m Pria- 
pus as a ridiculous god, and are all ready e- 
nough either to despise or abuse him. His 
business was to drive away the birds, and guard 
the fruit from thieves, whence in some of his 
figures he had a lap full of fruit before him. 
Trimalchio, in his ridiculous feats described 
by Petronius, had a figure of this god to hold 
up all his desert : it was made of paste, and, as 
Horace observes on another occasion, that he 
owed all his divinity to the carpenter. Petro- 
niuB seems to hint that he was wholly oUiged 
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glofyt or from xxuu», to celebrate. She is 
generally represented under the form of a 
young woman crowned with laurel, holding in 
her right hand a trumpet, and in her left, a 
book others describe her with a lute in one 
hand, and in the other a ple&rum, or quill. — 
Mr Spence gives the following particulars re- 
lative to her. Clio presided over the noblest 
kind of Poetry ; her office was to celebrate the 
aAions of departed heroes • she, therefore, has 
a roll or book in her hand, or else the longer 
bolder pipe, as in the relievo of the Muses in 
the Justiniani palace at Rome. Horace, in 
speaking of this pipe, seems to give it the 
shrillness of the trumpet, and, indeed, it is 
shaped much in the same manner with the 
trumpets which the modern artists give to 
their figures of Fame. As Pindar, and several 
other of the old lyric poets dealt so much in 
celebrating the anions of departed heroes, this 
Muse may, perhaps, have been sometimes re- 
presented with a lyre too, though I do not re- 
member to have seen any instance of it in the 
remains of the old artists. Statius makes her 
descend to lover offices, as if she must preside 
over every thing written in heroic verse , and 
hiB mistake, for it seems to be one, may be ea- 
sily accounted for, from their looking formerly 
on every thing in hexameters as an epic poem." 
See Muses. 

CLITA, the daughter of Merope, and wife of 
Cyzicus king of the Dolians, strangled her- 
self for grief at the loss of her husband, who 
fell in a rencounter with the Argonauts 

• Her fate was lamented by the Dryads, whose 
tears became a fountain to commemorate her 
name. 

CLITOR: Lycaon had a son of this name, and 
also Azan. The latter founded a city in Ar- 
cadia, which was called from him, and con- 
tained temples to Ceres, Aesculapius, and o- 
tlipr divinities. It was also remarkable for a 
fountain, whose waters excited a disrelish of 
wine* * 

CLITUMNUS. See Oracle of Clitumus. 

CLOACINA, a goddess at Rome, who presided 
over the cloacae of the city. These cloacae were 
recepticles for the common filth* begun by 
Tarquin the dder, and fipished by Tarquin 
the proud. They were carried under the 
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whole of Rome, and though waMied by vast 
torrents, were of sufficient strength to resist 
their force. In one of these sewers Titus Ta- 
tius is said to have found the figure of awonian, 
which he consecrated as a goddess by the name 
of Cloacina 

CLOANTHUS, one of the attendants of Ae- 
neas 

CLODEOUTERIA, or BISBAIA, a Grecian 
festival, mentioned by Hesychius, w Inch seems 
to have been solemnized at the time when 
vines were pruned, the word signifying prun- 
ing books. 

CLOD ONES, names of the Bacchants amongst 
the Macedonians. 

CLOEIA. SeoCblocia 

CLOELIA, a Roman virgin, and one of the hos- 
tages given to Porsenna, king of Etruria ; hav- 
ing escaped from her confinement, and swum 
across the Tiber, an equestrian statue was eicft- 
ed to her in the Via Sacra 

CLONIA, the mother of Ny6lcus 

CLONIUS, one of the leaders of the Boeotians to 
the siege of Troy, killed by Agenor ; also, a 
leader in the Aeneid, who fell by Turn us. 

CLORIS SeeCbloris. 

CLOSTER, son of Arathne, to whom is ascribed 
the invention of the distaff 

CLOTHO, the youngest of the Fates, Destinies, 
or Parcae It is her office to spin the thread 
betwixt her fingers ; that is,, to give life, and 
continue us m it. She is represented holding 
the spindle, dressed in a long gown of several 
colours, and a crown on her head with seven 
stars. See Fates. 

CLUACINA, an epithet of Venus, from the word 
duo, to bear, listen, or agree, according to some 
authors; but signifying to Jig bt, according to 
others. Her image was erected m the place 
where peace was concluded between the Ro- 
mans and Sabines, 

CLUSIUS, a name of Janus, from shutting, be- 
cause, in time of peace, his temple at Rome 
was shut. 

CL VMENE : of this name there were several — 
One, daugh1;er of Oceanus and Tethys, was 
mother, by lapetus, of Atlas, Prometheus, 
Menoetius, and Epimetheus. The second, a 
Nereid, and mother, by Jupiter, of Mnemo- 
syne. A third, alsQ said to have been daughter 
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of OceanuBj hod by ApoIlo> Phaethusa, Lam- 
petidi Lampethusa, or Plioebe, and Phaeton 
The fourth, mother of Thesimenns, by Partha- 
nopaeus Ajiftb, daughter of Mynias^ mother 
of AtalanU, by Jabus. The sixth, daughter 
of Cratcus, and wife of Nauplius. The seventh, 
a woman of Troy An etgbth,an attendant on 
Helen, who accompanied hei mistress when she 
went off’ with Paris. A ninth, the mother of 
Homer. 

CLYMENEIA PROLES, the offspring ofClymne ; 
that is. Phaeton. 

'CLYMENEIDES, an appellative of the sisters 
of Phaeton, taken from the name of their mo- 
ther 

CLYMENUS, a surname of Pluto The father 
of Harpalyce was likewise so called ; as was a 
king of Oi chomenos, son ot Presbon, who be- 
ing killed by a stone which a Theban had 
thrown, was succeeded by his son Ergmus 
One of the Heraclidae of this name, erected a 
temple to Minerva of Cydonia Another Cly- 
menus was son of Oeneus, king of Calydon , 
another, of Phoroneus ; and another, kmg of 
Elis. See Harpalyce, Fjirydice, Games Olympic 

CLYNDUS, son of Phryxus and Chalciope A- 
pollonius calls him Cytisorus. See Pbryxm. 

CLYSONYMUSA, son of Amphidamas, was kill- 
ed by Patroclus 

CLYTEMNESTRA, daughter of Jupiter, or of 
Tyndarus, kmg of Sparta, by Leda, was, with 
her brother Castor, the offspring of one of the 
eggs brought forth by her mother, after her 
visit fron) Jupiter in the shape of a swan. — 
Clytemnestra, according to some writers, was 
originally the wife of Tantalus, son of Thy- 
estes , but the more prevalent opinion makes 
her first marriage to have been with Agamem- 
non. On the departure of this hero to Troy, 
he committed his kingdom and family to the 
care of Aegisthus, but appointed at the same 
time, a favourite musician to inspect the con- 
duA of his deputy, and demeanour of his wife. 
In the absence of Agamemnon both proved 
unfaithful, and intelligence of it being trans- 
mitted to him, he resolved, when at home, to 
take vengeance on both. But, in this, ^as 
prevented by the off'enders themselves, who, 
on his arrival at Mycenae, killed him, either 
as he came from the bath, or. sat down at the 


feast, to celdbrate his return. Cassandra, who 
attended him, with their children, partook of 
his fate ; nor would Orestes have escaped, but 
for the caution of EleAra, his sister. All ob- 
stacles being now removed, Clytemnestra mar- 
ried her paramour, and he, as sovereign, as- 
cended the throne. Orestes, however, still 
burning with revenge, after an absence of 
seven years, returned to Mycenae, and, the 
better to carry on his design, not only kept 
himself concealed, but occasioned a report to 
be spread of his death. This being a subjeA 
of joy to his mother and Aegisthus, they re- 
paired to the temple of Apollo with off’erings 
of thanks. In this temple, Orestes having 
secreted himself with Pylades his friend, they 
both rushed forth unawares, and cut off the 
adulterers whilst exulting in their guilt. Con- 
taminated by their crimes in the public opinion, 
they were both interred without the walls of 
the city. See Agamemnon, Aegisthus, Cassandra, 
Oi Cites. 

CLYTIA AND CLYTIE, daughter of Oceanus 
and Tethys, or Eurynome, and Orchamus, 
king of Babylon, was beloved by Apollo , but 
the god having also an amour with Leucothoe, 
her sister, Clytia discovered the secret to her 
father Apollo, in return, deserting her, she 
pined away, with continually gazing on the 
Sun, and was changed to the flower denomi- 
nated from him, which turns as he moves, to 
look on his light. See Leucothoe, 

There was another Clytia, daughter of Amphi- 
damas, and mother of Pelops, by Tantalus.— 
A third, concubine of Amyntor, son of Phras- 
toi , and a fourth, daughter of Pandarus. 

CLYTIUS, one,.of the giants slam in the war 
^gainst Jupiter, by Hecate ; or, according to 
Apollodorus, by Vulcan Also, asonofLau- 
medon, the father of Pireus, who attended 
Teleipachus , a son of Aeolus, who followed 
Aeneas into Italy, and was killed by Turn us , 
and a youth in tlie army of Turnus, beloved by 
Cydon, were all of this name There was also 
another Clytius, son of Alcmeon and Arsinoe, 
daughter of Phegeus, who, after his father’s 
death, retired to Elis, where he left his de- 
scendants. From him Eperastus the diviner, 
who obtained a prize at the Olympic games, 
was descended. 
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CLYTONEUS. Set Nauplius. 

CL. YTORIS, a beautiful virgin of Thessaly, de- 
‘flowered by Jupiter, who, for this purpose, as- 
sumed the shape of an ant. 

CLYTUS, one of the Cen tarns. 

Also a Greek in the Trojan war, killed by He61or 
CNACALESIA, an anniversary solemnity cele- 
brated upon Mount Cnacaius, in Greece, by 
the Cophyatae, m honour ot Diana, who had 
from that place the name of Cnacalesia. 
CNACALUS SeeCnacaleiid 
CNAGI A, a surname of Diana 
CNEPH • so the ancient Egyptians, particularly 
the people of Thebais, called the sovereign in- 
telledtual principle by which the world was 
framed. They i epresented him in the shape 
of a man of a daik-blue complexion, holding 
a girdle and a sceptre, with a royal plume on 
his head, and thrusting forth an egg out of his 
mouth, whence another god proceeded, whom 

they named Ptha, and the Greeks Vulcan 

The reason of this hieroglyphic is thus given, 
VIZ. liecause this intelleiftual being is difficult 
to be found out, hidden and invisible, the giver 
ol life, and the king of all things , and because 
he IS moved in an intelledlual spiritual manner, 
which is signified by the featheis on his head 
the egg which proceeds from his mouth is in- 
terpreted to be the world. 

CNIDUS, OR GNIDUS, a city and promontory 
of Doris in Cana, over which Venus pecuhaily 
presided She there had an exquisite statue 
formed by the hand of Praxiteles 
CNOSSIA, a mistress of Menelaus. 

CNUPHIS. See Cneph. 

COBOL I, in the Russian language Coify, m the 
German Coboldt, the name of certun spirits, 
genii, or demons, worshipped by the ancient 
Sarinatians, viz. the Borussi, Samogitae, Li- 
thuanians, Livonians, &c. These spirits, they 
believed, dwelt in the most secret parts of 
their houses, and even in the chinks of the 
wood They presented to them the most dainty 
meats. When these spiiits had a mind to take 
up their residence in any house, they took this 
method of declaring their intention to the mas- 
ter of the family m the night time they heaped 
together chips of wood, and strewed the dung 
of several animals on the milk pails if the mas- 
ter of a house, the next morning, suffered the 
• 4 


chips to continue in a heap, and made his fa- 
mily eat of the polluted milk, then the Colxili 
appeai'ed, and stayed with him , but if he dis- 
persed the chips, and threw away the milk, they 
looked out foi another habitation 
COCALUS, a king of Sicily, by whom Daedalus 
was haspitably treated when he fled from Mi- 
nos. On the ariival of Minos in Sicily, the 
daughters of Cocalus destroyed him. 

COCCOCA, a surname of Diana 
COCYTUS, one of the iivers of hell It has its 
name fram kukvm, to weep and lament. It, with 
Phlegethon, was a branch of the river Styx, 
flowing by contrary ways, and re-uniting, to 
increase the vast channel of the Acheron The 
Cocytus, according to Horace, moved on with 
a dull and languid stream 
COCYTIA VIRGO, Ibe infernal vug in, that is, 
Ale^fo, one of the Furies 
CODRUS, the last king of the Athenians, fell in 
defence of his country against the Heraclides, 
descendants of Hei cules 

COELESTIS DEA, tlie heavenly goddess, a deity 
woi*shipped anciently in Afru a, and supposed 
the same with the Mithra of the Persians, and 
Astarte of the Phoenicians She had a splendid 
tcm})le at Carthage, dedicated by one Aurelius, 
a Pagan high-priest, and destroyed by another 
Am elms, created Bishop of Carthage in the 
year 390 ot Christ, who converted the Pagan 
temple into a Christian church, and placed his 
episcopal chair in the very place where the sta- 
tue ot the goddess had stood There is still 
visible on a marble at Florence the following in- 
scription, Caelesti Aug Sac Q M — Tius Pri- 
mus Act Ampliationem Templi et Gradus 
Donavit )— -( eXXV. Vox Sol Lib Ani. 
And at Rome, on the base of a atone on which 
the statue of this deity was placed, is found this 
inscription, Invictae Caelesti 
COELUS, by the Greeks called Uranus, was son 
of Aether and Dies, or Air and Day. Others 
make him the offspring of Titaea, or Terra, 
who had given him birth that she might be sur- 
rounded and covered by him, and that he might 
afford a mansion for the gods. She next bore 
Ourea, or the mountains, the residence of the 
Wood-nymphs , and, lastly, she became the mo- 
ther of Pelagus, or the Ocean. After this she 
married her son Coelus, and had by him a nu. 

B b 2 
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nierous offspring. Terra, however, was not 
Btriflly bound by her conjugal vow, for by Tar- 
tarus she had Typhaeus, or Typhon, the great 
enemy of Jupiter Ckielus, having, for some 
offence, imprisoned the Cyclops, his wife was 
displeased at it, and inciting her son Saturn 
to revenge the injury of his brothers, she fur- 
nished him with an insti'ument to castrate his 
father The blood which flowed from thewound 
IS said to have produced the Furies, Giants, and 
Wood-nymphs; and the genital parts being 
thrown into the sea, the waters became impreg- 
nated with Venus. Laffantius reports that 
Coelus, or Uranus, was a powerful and as- 
piring prince, who, affecting to be a god, called 
himself the son of the ambient Sky, which title 
was assumed also by Saturn his son. Diodorus, 
however, represents him as the first king of 
the Atlantides, a nation inhabiting the western 
coast of Africa, and famous for commerce and 
hospitality , and adds, that for his skill in as- 
tronomy, and his extraordinary beneficened to 
mankind, he was stiJcd tbe eternal hng of the 
universe. But it seems more rational to con- 
clude, (as Hesiod begins his theogony with 
Chaos, whose offspring was Gloominess and 
Night, from whom sprung Air and Day, and 
whose descendants were Coelus, or Heaven) that 
the whole is no more than a figurative descrip- 
tion of the creation , obscured by fi^ion. None 
of the a6lions of Coelus have been transmitted 
to posterity, but it is generally allowed that the 
supreme power was conferred on him for his 
singular prudence and policy , that his de- 
throning happened in the thirty-second year of 
his reign, and that he was buried in Oceania, 
supposed to be Crete, near the town called 
Aularia His childrens’ names are mentioned 
under the article Ttlaea. 

COER ANUS, a person killed by Ulysses. 

Also a charioteer of Merion, killed by Heilor 

COESIA, an epithet of Minerva, from the colour 
of her eyes. 

COEUS, a Titan, son of Coelus and Terra, and 
father, by Phoebe, of Latona and Asteria. 

COLAENUS, king of Attica, prior to the reign 
of Cecrops 

COL AXES, son of Jupiter, by the nymf^ Ora. 

COLCHIS AND COLCHOS, a country of Asia, 
lying southward of Asiatic Sarmatia,eastof the 


Euxine, north of Armenia, and west of Iberia, 
This region was renowned in ancient fable as 
the birth-place of Medea, and the scene of the 
Argonautic expedition. It produced excellent 
flax, was renowned for its poisons, and supposed 
to have been colonized from Egypt. See Ar- 
gonauts, Cbrysomallus, Medea. 

COLCHIS, Medea, who was of Colchis, or Col- 
chos. 

COLCHOS. SeeCo/c6«. 

COLIAS, a surname of Venus, from the worship 
paid her on a promontory of Attica so called, 
which was shaped like the sole of the foot. 

COLLASTRIA, according to St. Augustine, was 
goddess of the mountains. 

COLLINA, one of the inferior rural deities, sup- 
posed by the Romans to reign over the hills. 

COLOPHON, a city of Ionia, which had a tem- 
ple consecrated to Apollo, and contended for 
the honour of being the birth-place of Homer. 

COLOSSUS See Seven Wonders of tbe World. 

COMAETHO, daughter of Pterelaiis. See Am- 
pbitryon. 

Also priestess of Diana. 

COMAE US, a surname of Apollo. 

COMANES, attendants on the sacrifices of Bel- 
lona, in Comana, a city of Cappadocia. Their 
number of both sexes exceeded six thousand, 
and their chief priest was so powerful as to ac- 
knowledge no superior but the king ; whence 
the office was generally held by a person of 
royal descent. 

COMBADAXUS, a deity of the Japanese he was 
a bon zee, or Indian priest, concerning whom 
the Japanese tell the following story When 
he was about eight years old, he ordered a mag- 
nificent temple to be built, and pretending to 
be weary of life, gave out that he would retire 
into a cavern, and sleep ten thousand million 
of years, after which he would come to life a- 
gain ' accordingly he went into the cavern, the 

mouth of which was immediately sealed up. 

The Japanese believe he is still alive, and in- 
voke him as a god. 

COMBE, daughter of Asopus, first invented a 
suit of armour. Her children having conspired 
to murder her, she escaped from them in the 
shape of a bird. 

COMETES, father of Asterlon, and one of the 
Argonauts. 
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Also one of the Centaurs, whom Hercules killed 
at the marriage of Pirithons. 

Of the same name Ilke^vlsewere aperson killed in 
the chace of the Calydonian boar , the adulterer 
of Aegiale , and a son ot Orestes. 

COMETHO. SeeComaetbo. 

COMMINUS, a name of Mars amongst the Ro- 
mans. 

COMPITALIA, feasts held among the Romans 
in honour of the Lares. The word comes trom 
the Latin compitum, a cross-way, because the 
feast was held at the interseftion of several 
roads. The Compitalia are more ancient than 
the building of Rome. Dionysius ot Halicar- 
nassus and Pliny indeed say, tliey were insti- 
tuted by Servius Tullus, but this only signifies 

that they were then introduced into Rome 

Notwithstanding the Compitalia are said by 
Dionysius to have been celebrated a little after 
the Saturnalia, and aie fixed by the Roman ca- 
lendar to the twelfth of January, it appeals 
that they had not any certain date, at lca.st not 
in the time of Varro, as is observed by Casau- 
bon. The feast being thus moveable, the day 
for holding it was proclaimed annually, and it 
was ordinarily held on the fourth of the nones 
of Febiuary, that is, on the second of that 
month. Macrobius observes, that the Compi- 
taliawere kept not only in honour of the Lares, 
but also of Mama, or Madness, the mother of 
the Lares. The priests who officiated at them 
were slaves and liberti, and the sacrifice a sow. 
They were re-established, after a long negleft, 
by Tarquin the Proud, on occasion or an an- 
swer of the oracle, that they should sacrifice beads 
for beads, that is, that for the health and pros- 
perity of each family, children were to be sa- 
crificed ; but Brutus, after expelling the kings, 
in lieu ot those barbarous victims, substituted 
the heads ot garlic and poppy , thus satisfying 
the oracle, which had enjoined capita, beads — 
During the celebration of this feast, each family 
placed at the entrance of their house the statue 
of the goddess Mama , they also hung up at 
their doors figures of wool, representing men 
and women, and accompanied them with sup- 
plications that the Lares and Mama would con- 
sider them as substitutes tor those within The 
slaves, in lieu of the figures of men, offered 
balls or fleeces of wool. Servius T ullus enjoin- 


ed that the slaves who assisted at the Compitalia 
should be free during the feast. Augustus or- 
dered the statues of the Lares, placed in the 
cross ways, to be twice a year crowned and oi- 
nameiitcd with flow ore. 

COMPITALITIA. See Compitalia. 

COMPL \1NT, one of the children of Nox. 

COMPLICES, a name common to the Penates.— 
Sfc Penates 

COMUS, god of nocturnal revels and festivals. 
Philostratiis gives the follow mg description of 
him. " He is very young, and full of wine, so 
that his face is red with it, and indeed so drunk 
that he sleeps standing as he sleeps he hangs 
his head forward, and hides his neck he rests 
his left hand upon a stake, but in his sleep he 
lets go his hold, and the toich in his light hand 
seems to fall from it Comus, however, fearing 
the fire, claps his left leg close to the right, and 
inclines the torch towards the left, and to a- 
void the smoke of it he removes his hand from 
his knee As he bends foiward, he hides 
his face, but the rest of his body appears very 
plain. He has also a crown of i oses on his head ’’ 
Comus is generally repiesented as a young man 
Clowned with roses or myrtle, holding in one 
hand a golden cup, and in the other a platter 
ot fruit 

CONCH. See Triton 

CONCORDIA, OR CONCORD, a divinity of the 
Romans To this blessing Tiberius, at the re- 
quest of his mother Livia, widow of Augustus, 
dedicated a temple at Rome She had several 
other magnificent temples, besides in the portico 
of Livia, which probably was thateredled by Ti- 
berius, there was one on the descent of the Capi- 
tol, and one on Mount Palatine, built of brass, 
by Cn Flavius, on account of a vow made for 
reconciling the Senate with the people In one of 
these were deposited the rich spoils of the tem- 
ple of Jcrmalem Concoidia is commonly re- 
presented on coins as a graceful female, holcl- 
ing a cup in her right hand, and in her left 
sometimes a sceptic, and at othcis a cornuco- 
pia, to intimate that plenty is the result of una- 
nimity and fi lendship Her symbols were two 
hands joined, as is seen on a coin of Aurelius 
Verus, and anothei of Nero , also two serpents 
twisting round a cadurm. Mr Spence observes, 
that " Concord is sometimes represented with 
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two cornucopias in one of her hands, a thing 
which, (says he) I do not remember to have 
seen in any othci figinc but her’s, and as agree- 
ment often doubles the advantages we receive 
in the world, they seem to be given her with 
moie propriety than perhaps they could be to 
any other ” 

CONFUCIUS, the Chinese philosoyihei and deity, 
according to the best accounts, w as born about 
450 years before the Christian era The Chi- 
nese priests relate, that as soon as Contucius 
was born, two dragons came to guard him from 
all harm, and that the stars bowed down to sa- 
lute him. When he was alnnit twenty years old 
he married, and had a son, but soon after part- 
ed with his wife, lest she should interrupt him 
in his studies Having acquired a large share 
ot knowledge, he was solicited to a6t as a civil 
magistrate, but not relishing that employment, 
he opened a school for the instruflion of youth, 
and we are told he had no fewer than five thou- 
sand disciples. He delivered excellent precepts 
for the legulation of their conduit, in the piac- 
tice of every duty ; and he prevailed on the wo- 
men not to wear any thing ungraceful, or un- 
becoming their sex. In study, and in the prac- 
tice of every virtue, public and private, this 
great man lived till he was seventy years of age, 
and at last died of grief, when he beheld the 
corruptions that had crept in among his disci- 
ples. The whole empire lamented his loss. It 
is generally allowed that the Chinese, like o- 
ther Heathens, acknowledge one universal Su- 
preme Being, but they admit that theie are 
many demi-gods, who ait under him, of w'hich 
Confucius is one. We shall therefore describe 
their manner of sacrificing to him To this il- 
lustrious person many temples are creited, and 
all in the form of obelisks or pyramids. The 
governor of each city containing a temple, is 
always the officiating priest, and the learned in 
the neighbourhood unite to assist him The 
evening before the sacrifice, these meet in a 
body, and rice is provided, with all sorts of 
grain A table being fJaced before the altar to 
receive them, and perfumes and few el procur- 
ed, the temple is illuminated with tapers of wax 
The priest then makes choice of the hogs, and 
such other beasts as are brought to be offered, 
by pouring out wine on their ears. If in this 


experiment they shake but their heads, they 
are deemed such vi^ims as Confucius approves, 
but if not, they all are rejedled. Before these 
animals are slaughtered, the priest makes a re- 
verential bow, after which they are slain in his 
pi escnce When their throats are cut, a se- 
cond reverence is made, the hair is scraped off, 
and the entrails taken out, but the blood is pre- 
served till the following day At cock-crowing 
next morning, a signal is made, and the priest, 
with his assistants, again light up tapers, and 
furnish their censers with perfumes This done, 
the choir is direfted to sing, and the priest 
standing before the alfctr, commands, Let 
the hair and the blood of the dead carcase be 
offered up in sacrifice ” Another priest imme- 
diately takes up the bason which contains the 
blood and the hair, and with the master of the 
ceremonies pronounces, Let the blood and 
the hair be buried ” Immediately the priests 
carry it out, and bury the bason with its con- 
tents, m a court before the chapel. This be- 
ing pcrfoi med, they uncover the flesh of the 
saci ifice, and the master of the ceremonies says, 
“ May the soul of Confucius descend upon it 
The sacrificing priest then takes up a chalice 
filled with wine, and |iours it upon the image 
of a man composed ot straw The image of 
Confucius IS then placed on the altar, nnd the 
following ejaculation repeated, “ O Confucius 1 
thy virtues are god-like and inimitable ; our 
emperors themselves are obliged to thee, for 
it IS by thy unerring precepts that they regu- 
late their conduct. All our oblations to thee 
are pure and perfefl O ' let thy enlightened 
spirit descend upon us, and assist us by its pre- 
sence'” When the priest has repeated this 
short prayer, the people tall down on their 
knees, but in a few minutes rise up. When 
the priest washes his hands, and wipes them 
with a towel, or napkin, one of the inferior 
priests supplies him with a bason, a towel, and 
a chalice full of wine, the master of the cere- 
monies chanting aloud, Let the priests go 
near the throne of Confucius.” Upon which the 
sacrificing priest kneels dowm, and presents a 
piece of silk and a cup of wine to Confucius. — 
The silk is burnt in a fire-pan, while all 
the people kneel, and the priest addresses 
Confucius in the following words, *• Thy vir- 
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tues surpass those of all the saints that have 
ever lived before thee ' our oblations are but 
trifles ; all we beg is, that thy spirit would 
vouchsafe to hear us.” This part of the ce- 
remony being over, the master of the sacii- 
fice says, in a chanting tone, Let us drink 
the wine of blessing and true happiness,” or- 
dering, at the same time, ail the people to 
kneel After this, the officer attending puts 
into the hand of the priest a chalice full of 
wine, and the master of the ceremonies 
chants again, “ Drink the wine of true hap- 
piness,” and the priest drinks it Then the 
officer puts into the hand of the 'priest a 
piece of the flesh, and the master of the cere- 
monies chants aloud, “ Partake of the flesh 
of tlic sacrifice ” This being over, the priest 
says, When we ofier this sacrifice, we live in 
expeffation of receiving thereby all the com- 
forts of this life.” The remainder of the flesh 
is distributed among all the people present , 
and, consistent with the ancient and geneial 
notion of sacrifices, all those who taste it be- 
lieve, that Confucius will be giacious to them 
The last ceremony is that of re-condu^ting 
home the soul of Confucius, which they ima- 
gine was present at, and assisted in the sa- 
crifice this 18 done by the priests repeating 
the following prayer’ "We have offcied up 
our oblations to thee with the utmost reve- 
lence and respeil ; we have implored thee to 
be present at our sacrifices of a sweet smelling 
savour, and now wc accompany thy soul to 
Heaven ” During this ceiemony the people 
kneel , and it is an established rule that those 
of the highest rank should be present. When 
the sacrifice is over, what remains of the food 
is distributed among the populace, and they 
are at liberty either to carry it home, or to eat 
it in the temple I'hese remains of the flesh 
aie given to the children, in hopes the vir- 
tue It is endowed with will one day make them 
celebrated persons , and the remains of the 
Bilk offered to Confucius are distributed among 
the girls to dress babies with, imagining that 
While they preserve those precious relics, they 
will be preserved from every danger. 

CONFUSIUS. See Confucius 
CONISALUS, OR CONISALTUS, a deity whom 
the Athenians worshipped, with the same rites 


and ceremonies as the Lampsacans did Priapus, 
whence some are induced to think they were 
the same deity under different names. 

CONNIDAS, tutor of Theseus. To him the 
Athenians sacrificed on the day preceding the 
feast dedicated to 1 heseus ’ thus, says Plutai ch, 
" Doing honour to his memory upon a much 
juster account than that which they pay to 
Silanio and Parrhasius, for having only made 
pi 6 lures and statues of Theseus ” 

CONNIDEIA, a solemnity at Athens upon the 
day pi eceding the festival of Theseus, in which 
a ram was sacrificed to Conmdas, tutor of that 
hero 

CONSECRATION • the Greeks and Romans had 
a consecration or dedication of animals. Sueto- 
nius mentions the consecration of a great num- 
ber of horses by Julius Caesar, when he passed 
the Rubicon , and Eustathius observes, that 
it was customary among the Greeks to conse- 
crate whole herds of cattle, and several sorts 
of fowls, especially geese and peacocks, to their 
gods , giving such animals their liberty, and 
forbidding all persons to touch or molest them 
Athenaeus icmarks, that they paid the same 
compliment to fishes, especially those of the 
most palatable and relishing kind , and Pliny 
takes notice, that the dolphin of Oftavius Ani- 
cius had this favour conferred upon him Ae- 
lian likewise relates, that they sometimes put 
neck-laces about the necks of their fishes before 
they turned them loose to their element The 
Romans had also their magical consecrations , 
it being customary for their emperors to offer 
sacrifices, repeat cliaims, and dispose statues 
m certain places, imagining that such magical 
operations would hinder Barbarians from en- 
tciing their dominions In this manner Mar- 
cus Antoninus endeavoured to fortify himself 
against the invasion of the Marcomanni , and 
of this kind seems to have been both the Pal- 
ladium of Troy, and the vocal statue of Mem- 
non. There is a cuiious and particular de- 
scription of the consecration of the Roman 
Pontiffs in Maciobius, to the following pur- 
port . They dug a pit in the earth, into which 
the person to be consecrated was let down, 
dressed m priestly vestments, and the pit co- 
vered with a plank bored almost full of holes ; 
a bull, crowned with garlands of flowers, was 
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placed on this plank^ and his throat being cut, 
the blood poured through on the priest, who 
received it on his head and his face On as- 
cending fiom the pit, all covered with blood, 
he leceivcd the salutation of Conse- 

cration among medalists, is the ceremony of 
the apotheosis, a translation oi an emperor to 
the order of the gods. [S&q Apotbeom.’} On me- 
dals the consecration is thus represented one 
side presents the emperor’s head, crowned with 
laurel, sometimes veiled, whilst the inscrip- 
tion intitles him Dvtius ; on the reverse is a 
temple, bustum, altar, or eagle, taking its 
flight towards heaven, either from off* the al- 
tar, or from a cippus at other times the em- 
peror is seen in the air, borne up by the eagle, 
the inscription always Comecratto These are 
the usual symbols . yet, on the reverse of An- 
toninus is the Antomne column. In the apo- 
theosis of empresses, instead of an eagle is a 
peacock. The honours rendered these prin- 
ces after death, were explained by the words 
Comecratto, Paler Drum, and Dm Some- 
times around the temple or altar are put me- 
tnona felix, or memoriae eternae . for princesses 
aetermtas, and stdenbus recepta ; on the side of 
the head or 0*». The custom ot conse- 
crating temples, altam, &c. is very ancient, 
and when confined to these, is called DedicaAian 
See Apotheosis, Dedication. 

CONSENTES, an appellative given by the Ro- 
mans to the twelve superior divinities, who 
were supposed to have concurred with Jupiter 
in his councils. Their names are thus given 
by Ennius; 

yuno, F tsia, Minerva, CtrUf Diana, Venus, 

Mars, Mercurtus, yo’vt, Neptunus, VuUanus, ApMe* 

CONSERVATOR, a name of Jupiter on several 
of the coins of Dioclesian, which exhibit his 
effigies, with thunder in his right, and a spear 
in his left hand ; the inscription, Conservaton 
On others, instead of thunder, he holds forth 
a small image of V i£tory, with this inscrip- 
tion Jovi CoNSERVATORi Orbis, to Jupiter tbe 
conservator of tbe world. 

CONSEVIUS, or rather Co^suvius, a surname 
of Janus. 

CONSIVA, a surname of Ops, 

CONSTELLATION, an assemblage or system 
of ^uch sta^ as appear ip the heavens to be 


near one another. Astronomers not only de- 
nominate them singly, but distribute them into 
asterisms or groups, allowing several stars to 
one Constellation, which, the better to distin- 
guish and observe, they reduce to the forms 
of animals ; as men, bulls, bears, &c. or ima- 
ges of objefts familiarly known ; as a crown, 
a harp, a balance, &c. To some the names of 
those are assigned, who have rendered them- 
selves famous by illustrious a6tions, or whose 
memories are consecrated to future veneration. 
The division of the stars by images and figures 
is of great antiquity, and seems to be as old as 
astronomy itself. In the book of Job, Orion, 
Ar6turus, and the Pleiades, are mentioned ; 
and in the writings of the first poets, Homer 
and Hesiod, the names of many constellations. 
The ancients, in their division of the firmament, 
took in only so much as came under their no- 
tice, distributing it into forty-eight constella- 
tions;, on our globes, however, about seventy 
are included. The names of the whole are as 
follow, VIZ. UrsaMinor, the Little Bear; Ursa 
Major, the Great Bear ; Draco, the Dragon ; 
Cepheus, Cepheus ; Bootes, Ardlophilax, or 
the Bear-ward ; Corona Borealis, the Northern 
Crown, Hercules kneeling; Lyra, the Harp; 
Cygnus gallina, the Swan , Cassiopea, in her 
chair, Perseus; Auriga, the Waggoner; Ser- 
pentaru^ep/fwMciw, the Snake-bearer ; Serpens, 
the Serpent ; Sagitta, the Arrow ; Aquilla vul- 
tur, or Antmous, the Eagle, or Antinous; 
Delphinus, the Dolphin ; Equulus equt se&w, 
the Horses Head; Pegasus equus, the Flying 
Horse; Andromeda; Triangulum, the Trian- 
gle ; Aries, the Ram ; Taurus, the Bull ; Ge- 
mini, the Twins; Cancer, the Crab; Leo, the 
Lion ; Berenices Coma, Berenice’s Hair ; 
Virgo, the Virgin; Lihrn ( chelae ) the Scales; 
Scorpios, the Scorpion ; Sagittarius, the Arch- 
er; Capricornus, the Goat; Aquarius, the 
Water-bearer; Pisces, the Fishes; Cetus, the 
Whale ; Orion, Orion ; Eridanus JUroius, Eri* 
danus the River ; Lepus, the Hare ; Canis Ma- 
jor, the Great Dog ; Canis Minor, the Little 
Dog ; Argo Navis, the Ship Argo ; Hydra, the 
Hydra ; Crater, the Cup ; Corvus, the Crow ; 
Centaurus, the Centaur ; Lupus, the Wolf j 
Ara, the Altar ; Corona Australis, the Southern 
Crown ; Piscis Australis, the Southern Fislh 
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The preceding were the ancient Constellations , 
the new southern ones arc Columba Noachi, 
Noah’s Dove , Robur Carolinum, the Royal 
Oak , Grus, the Crane ; Phoenix, the Phentx , : 
Indus, the Indian , Pavo, the Peacock , Apiis, 
^vis indtea, the Bird of Paradise , Apis, Mus- 
ca, the Bee, or Fly ; Clianuclon, the Cainclcon ; 
Triangulum Australis, the South Triangle; 
Piscis volans, Pa^set , the Flying Fish ; Dorado, 
Xtpbias, the Swoid Fish , Toucan, the Toucan , 
Hydi us, the Water-snake The Greek and Ro- 
man poets gave wild and romantic fables about 
the origin of the Constellations, as may be seen in 
Hyginus, Natalis Comes, and Ricciolus , hence 
some out of vain zeal , rather than out of any love 
toi the science, have been led to alter either 
the figure ot the Constellations, or at least 
then names , but the more judicious have re- 
jeded all sui h innovations, since they serve no 
good end; but occasion contusion The old 
Constellations, therefore, arc still retained, both 
Iwcause better could not be substituted, and 
likewise to preserve a coi respondence and uni- 
iomiity between the old astronomy and the 
new 

CON SU ALIA, feasts held among the ancient Ro- 
mans, in honour ot the god Consus, i. e Nep- 
tune, ditferent from those other feasts ot the 
same deity called Neplunalia They wei'e intro- 
duied with a magnificent cavalcade, or proces- 
sion, on horse back, Neptune being reputed 
the lust who taught men the use of horses 
whence Ins name PIippius, or equestrian. Evan- 
dcr is said to have first instituted this teast, 
which was re-established by Romulus under the 
name of Consus, to intimate that some god un- 
tler the denomination of Consus, the god ot 
counsel, suggested to him the rape of the Sa- 
bine women. It is said that the institution was 
planned with a view to this rape But, however 
that might have been, it is ceitain the neigh- 
bouiing people weie not only invited to the 
feast, but to draw the greater concourse, he 
gave out that having found an altar under 
ground, he proposed to consecrate it to the god 
it was intended to honour. Those who pretend 
to explain the mysteries of Heathen theology, 
affirm, that the altar hidden under ground was 
simply a symbol of the secret design which Ro- 
mulus had formed. The Consuaha were in the 
Fol. /. 4 


nuniLer ofieasts called itoited . being consecra 
ted to a divinity Originally they were not dis 
tmguished from those ot the Circus , whence 
It IS said by Valerius Maximus, that the rape ot 
the Sabines was effet'^ed at the games ot the 
Circus Plutaich obsenes, that during the 
days of this solemnity, horses and asses weie 
lett at icst, and were diessedout with crowns, 
&c on account of its being tlic feast of Neptu- 
nus Equestris hestus lejioits that the caval- 
cade was pertoi nied with mules, it toeing an opi- 
nion that the mule was hi*st used in drawing a 
car Servius intimates that the Consuaha tell 
on the 13th of August , Plutarch places them 
on the 18th, and the old Roman calendar on 
the 21st of that month See Consus 

CONSUS, a deity woishipjxjd by the ancient Ro- 
mans, and supposed to be the god of Counsel 
He was also called and h.idan 

annual festival instituted to his honour, called 
Consuaha, with likewise an altar under ground, 
in the gi eat Circus at Rome, to shew that coun- 
sel ought to l>c kept scci et 'Phis god was sup- 
posed to have inspiied Homulus with the design 
of lavishing the Sabine virgins See Consualui 

CONSYNA, the wile ol Nicomedes, king of Bi- 
th^nia, who, foi hci lascnious behaviour, was 
toi n asurnlei by dogs 

CON rU BERN ALES, a title given to those divi- 
nities who wei e worship|X'd in the same temple 

CONTUMELY and IMPUDENCE, two Vices, 
adored by the Athenians, undci the figure ot 
partridges, from a supposed analogy of nature 

COON, the eldest son of Antenor and Theano, 
was killed by Agamemnon, whose hand he 
pierced with a javelin, in attempting to revenge 
Iphidamas his brother 

COOS According to Ovid the Coan women, or 
women of Coos, were transformed into cows 
by Juno, whom they reviled , being provoked 
liecause the Gorgonian herds, stolen by Hei- 
cules, were, by hci means, diiven thiough their 
country. 

COP I A. See uibiindunhu 

COPREUS, son of Pelops, on the death of Iphi- 
tus, fled to Mycenae 

CORA, OR CORE, a name of Proserpine Sec 
Coi eta, 

CORAS, biothei of Catillus and Tyburtinus, 
mentioned in the Aeneid 
Cc 
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CORCYRA, an island in the Ionian sea, so called 
from a Nymph beloved by Neptune, was fa- 
mous for the shipwreck of Ulysses, and the gar- 
dens of Alcinous 

COREIA, a festival in honour of Proserpine, nam- 
ed Kofw, which, in the Molossian dialeft, signi- 
Kes a beautiful woman 

CORESIA, a surname of Minerva, to whom Ci- 
cero ascribed the invention of the chariot drawn 
by four horses abreast. 

COKESUS, priest of Bacchus, at Calydon Sec 
Callirhoe 

CORETAS, the person who first delivered the 
oracles at Delphi. 

CORI A, a surname of Minerva amongst the Ar- 
cadians 

CORIPHAGENA, a name of Minerva, because 
she sprang from Jupiter’s brain This epithet 
is given her by Plutarch 

CORNIGER, or the born-bearer, asurnamc of Bac- 
chus The same epithet is applied by the 
poets to several rivers, as by Virgil to the Tyher, 
and by Ovid to the Numictas , thefiguics of 
their divinities being pidlured with horns 

CORN IX Sec Coionis 

CORNUCOPIA, a horn out of which proceeded 
plenty of all things, by a particular privilege 
which Jupiter granted his nurse, supposed to 
be the goat Amalthea The real sense of the 
fable IS, that a small territory in Libya, shaped 
not unlike the horn of a bullock, and exceed- 
ingly fertile, was given by king Ammon to his 
daughter Amalthea, who, fiom fiist favouring 
the worship of Jupiter in that region, was fa- 
bled to have been his nurse On medals tlic 
Cornucopia is assigned to all deities, genii, and 
heroes, to evince tlie bounty of the former, and 
the beneficence of the latter 

COROEBUS, son of Mygdon and Anaxiincna, 
assisted Priam against the Greeks, and hoped 
to have obtained, in consequence of it, his daugh- 
ter Ctissandia in marriage Cassandra persuad- 
ed him to withdiaw from the war, but in vain. 
He was killed either by Peneleusor Dioniedes, 
at the taking of Troy 

Of the same name was a hero of Argolis, who hav- 
ing killed the serpent which Apollo sent to re- 
venge Algos, a plague ensued The oracle at 
Delphi being consulted on the means to appease 
it, answered that Coioebus must ere^l a temple 


on the spot where a tripod which was given him 
should fall from his hand. 

Another Coioebus has been mentioned as killed by 
Neoptolemus ; and a Jourtb by occupation a 
cook, who obtained the first prize in the Olym- 
pic games, for his superiority in running. 

CORO N IDES, Aesculapius, son of Coronis. 

CORONIS, daughter of Phlegyas, king of Thes- 
saly, was beloved by Apollo, and, in conse- 
quence of the amour, became pregnant.—— 
The god being informed by a crow that she also 
favoured a young man of Thessaly, \^a8 so ex- 
asperated at her infidelity, that he shot her with 
an arrow , liut repenting of what he had done, 
delivered her of the child, and changed the tale- 
bearer fiom white to black. Others relate, that 
Coronis, though with child by Apollo, admit- 
ted the familiarities of Ischys, the son of Ela- 
tus, for which Diana slew her, in revenge of 
her brother The god, how ever, in compassion 
to the infant, either by Mercury, or in his own 
person, delivered the mother, and committed 
the child to Tiigio, who after having nursed, 
consigned him to Chiron. Aesculapius w as the 
boy thus rescued. 

Coronis, daughter of Coroneus, king of Phocis, 
shunning the importunities of Neptune, and fly- 
ing to Minerva for shelter, that goddess trans- 
formed her to a daw ; but Coronis rendering 
herself unworthy the protection of Minerva, 
was afterwaids banished her piesence 

Coronis, daughter of Atlas, by his wife Aethra, 
and one of the Ilyades 

CORONUS, son of Caeneus, one of the Argo- 
nauts, according to the fii-st book of Apol- 
lonius 

CORPREUS. See Penpbes. 

CORTINA It has been imagined by some, that 
the skin of the serpent Python, (with which 
the Pythoness had covered the tripod she sat 
upon, to deliver her oracles in the temple at 
Delphi) was thus named , whilst others have 
taken it for the tripod itself The Cortina, how- 
ever, was a bason either of silver or gold, so 
shallow as to resemble a hollow table, or waiter, 
and being placed on the sacred tripod, served 
the Pythoness to sit on. 

CORUS See Catillus. 

CORUS, the Genius of the North-west Wind, is 
represented as elderly and with a beard. He is 
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dressed so as to defend him from the cold, and 
carries a vase ni his hand, as if pouring forth 
water Silius Italicus hath described him spread- 
ing out his dusky pinions, and driving on a tem- 
pest of snow, against the army of Hannibal, 
when passing the Alps an image congruous 
to that of Lucilius, who stiles Coi us king of the 
winds Rex Corns tile duos bos Ventos, Austrum 
atque Aqutlonem, tiovisstrtw alebat, 
CORYBANTES, priests of Cybcle, who dar\ced 
and ca]jcred to the beating of drums They 
inhabited Mount Ida in the island of Crete, 
where they nourished the infant Jupiter, keep- 
ing a continual tinkling with their cymbals, 
that his father Saturn, who had determined to 
devour all his male offspring, might not hear 
the cries of this child. As among all the religi- 
ous orders of antiquity we meet with none of- 
tener in authors, so none were so extiavagaiit 
in their rites as these priests of Cybele These 
we find under the different names of Coryban- 
tes, Curites, Galli, and Idaci Da<5lyli, but can 
scarcely discover the etymology of either, or 
indeed little cleat information about them, more 
than that they all w ere latei ly eunuchs , by na- 
tion Phrygians; and in their solemn pioces- 
sions danced m aiinoui, making a contused 
noise with timbrels, pipes, and cymbals, howl- 
ing as insane, and slashing their flesh. Of 
these rites Catullus has left a most beautiful 
description. So powerful were the associations 
connected with them that, according to Maxi- 
mus Tyrius, those who possessed the Coryban- 
tian spirit, upon hearing the sound of a flute, 
were instantly seized with enthusiasm, and lost 
the use of their reason hence among theGi ceks, 
x6{uS«m^t»K, to Corybantize, was synonimous ith 
to be frantic, or possessed Diodorus Siculus 
remarks, that Corybas, son of Jason and Cy- 
bele, passing into Phrygia with his uncle Dar- 
danus, there instituted the worship of Cybele, 
and gave his own name to her priests Strabo 
relates it as the opinion of some, that the Cory- 
bantes were children of Jupiter and Calliope, 
as also were the Cabiri. Others say, the word 
had its origin from their dancing, and phan- 
tastic gestures. See Curetes, Idaet Dadlyli 
Such are the accounts of the Corybantes m gene- 
ral, to which may be added the notices that fol- 
low. 

3 


The Phrygians, notwithstanding their boast of 
being the oldest of nations, did not cmci ge 
from barbarism till after many others. Then 
first efforts towards civilization were owing to 
the exeitions of their jugglers, or diviners, who 
resembled indeed the Daftyli their neighboui s, 
but from their attachment to their ancient su- 
perstitions, were looked upon as descended from 
Saturn and Rhea The first ait introduced a- 
mongst them was metallurgy, and Ovid de- 
scribes them as employed with the Curetes in 
fabricating armour. As the darkness of savage 
life can only be effbaually dissipated by the 
beams of literature, tlie Corybantes, or Phry- 
gian Diviners, discovering this tiuth, were not 
only zealous to receive it themselves, but also 
to refleft it oft their nation Hence the notion 
of their origin fiom Apollo and Thalia 

Their numbei at first was but three ., and for the 
same icason the Cabin and Dablyli were con- 
fined to that number, which Julian states, m 
the language of mysticism, to have been in con- 
formity to the arcbic hypostasis The names of 
the first, according to Noun us, were Cyrbas, 
Fyrrebus, and Idorus Dioilorus reduced them 
to Corybas alone, the son of Jasioii and Cybele, 
who IS said to liave denominated from himself', 
those who aided him m celebrating the mys- 
tei ICS of Ins mother 

Demetiius, of Scepsis, has mistaken their origin, 
having considered them as youths only, devoted 
to tlie worship of Cybele, who were chosen to 
dance in armour, and vault in cadence, at hei 
feasts. The same opinion is adopted by Strabo, 
who supposed them to be simply the ministers 
of Rhea But this is to confound, as Diodorus 
has done, the first Corybantes and those who 
succeeded Besides, it is evident, from pi oofs 
out of number, that prc-emincacc in the priest- 
hood was peculiar to tliem-— — They differ- 
ed not from the Galli, or Eunuchs, the chief of 
whom, notwithstanding the contrary is asserted, 
was the only one tliat suffered emasculation — 
The Metagyrtes were members of an inferior 
order, mendicants by piofession, whose em- 
ployment was to beat the cymbals and drums , 
which instruments they .carried attached to their 
necks At length their dissolute conduft con- 
sideiably discredited the worship of their divi- 
nity, which, being ancient and considerably 
Cc 2 
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extended, iiatin.illy became depraved in pro- 
])ortion Heme, m piocess of time, the Co- 
lybantes not only deified their chief, but were 
icgarded as divinities themselves See Attys, 
Cyhcle, O'alli, Ci 

CORYBANTK A, a festival held in Crete, in 
honour of the Corybantes, proteilors of Jupi- 
ter, when he was romcaled in that island from 
his father Saturn, who sought to devour him 
(ORYBAS Sec Corybantes. 

C'ORYCIA, a Nymph beloved of Apollo, oy whom 
she had the Corj cides 

CORYCIDES, Nymphs so called from the grot of 
Coryctum, situate at the foot of Parnassus This 
name is often applied to the Muses SeeCorycia. 
CORYMBIFER, a name of Bacchus, in allusion 
to the whirls of ivy- berries which garnished his 
Clown, and because the ivy was sacied to him 
CORYNAEUS, a commander under Turnus, kil- 
led by Asylas 

CORYNETA and CORYNETES,son of Vulcan, 
a celebrated robber 

CORYPHAEA, a name of Diana, so called by 
Pausanias, from a mountain near Epidaurus 
CORITALIA, a surname of Diana 
CORYTIIUS, son of Oenone and Paris. See 
Oenone 

COSINGAS, a Thracian, and priest of Jtino 
col TUS, one of the giants with a hundred 
hands, who, in the revolt against Jupiter, fell 
in the general overthrow of the conspirators 
COTYS Of this name there were several , one 
was king of Asia ; another king of Maeonia, and 
son of Manes, by Callirhoe , a third conceited 
he should marry Minerva 
COPYTTIA, a nocturnal festival in Greece, in 
honour of Cotytta, or Cotyttis, goddess of wan- 
tonness It was observed by the Athenians, 
Corinthians, Chians, Thiacians, and others , 
and celebrated with such rites as were most ac- 
ceptable to the goddess, who was thought to be 
delighted with libidinous excess. 

Another festival of this name Was celebrated in 
Sicily, where the worshippers carried boughs, 
hung with cakes and fruit, which any person 
might pluck off, and devour. This last, ac- 
cording to Gyraldus, was in memory of the 
rape of Proserpine, who is by some thought to 
be the same with Cotytto. The worship of this 
deity was translated from Greece to Rome 


Her priests were named Baptae. See Bap. 
toe 

COTYTTIS. See Cotytto. 

COPYl TO, the goddess of libidinous exccsss. — 
See Cotyttia 

COVELLA, a surname of Juno 
CRABUS, an Egyptian divinity 
CRANE, a Nymph See Carna 
GRANTOR, armour-bearer of Peleus, killed by 
Demoleon. 

CRATAIS. See Crateis. 

CRATEUS, son of Minos and Pasiphae, having 
consulted the oracle on his fate, was told he 
should be killed by Althemenes, his son. This 
youth, terrified at the prediction, to avoid be- 
ing the cause of death to his father, after kil- 
ling one sister, whom Mercury had dishonour- 
ed, and marrying the rest to princes at a di - 
tance, departed himself into voluntary exile. 
Ciateus, though secured by these expedients 
from the dread of danger, being unabl'' to en- 
dure the dereliction of his son, ct]uippcd a fleet, 
and determined to find him His first com se 
was directed to Rhodes, and there unhappily 
Althemenes was. Crateus attempted to land, 
but was resisted by the natives, who took him 
for an enemy In the combat Althemenes un- 
knowingly opposed him, and wounding him 
with an arrow, put an end to his life A re- 
cognition took place before Crateus expired, 
and Althemenes, as he wished, sunk into the 
earth 

CRATEIS, a Nymph, tlie mother of Scylla 
CRENAEUS, one of the Lapithae 
CREON, son of Sisyphus, king of Corinth, pro- 
mised Jason, who had repudiated Medea,Glauce 
his daughter in marriage. To be revenged on 
her rival, Medea presented her a robe, which, 
being impregnated with poison, was no sooner 
put on, than it began to kindle on the wearer, 
who, with her father and his family, perished 
in the flames. See Creusa 
CREON, son of Menoeceus, and brother of Jo- 
casta, the mother and the wife of Oedipus, on 
the death of Laius, her former husband, as- 
cended the Theban throne. But such was the 
havock of the Sphinx amongst the people of 
Thebes, that their new sovereign voluntarily 
offered both his sister and sceptre to any per- 
son who should solve the acnigma pioposcd. 
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aiid thereby terminate the mischief Many 
candidates came forward, and all rued their 
temerity, till Oedipus, by explaining the rid- 
dle, occasioned the death ot the Sphinx. Hav- 
ing taken possession of the kingdom, he un- 
know ingly married his mother, and by her had 
two sons, who agreed, when the thione be- 
came vacant, to reign alternately, each for a 
year Eteocles, as the elder, assumed the so- 
vereignty, but refusing to resign it at the ex- 
piration of hisr time, Polynices endeavoured to 
compel him, and led against him for that pui- 
pose an army of Argives. The contest, how- 
ever, being decided by a single combat, which 
was equally fatal to both, the government de- 
volved again upon Creon, till Leodamas, the 
son of Eteocles, should be of an age to reign 
Creon espousing the party of Eteocles, forbad 
that Polynices or his adherents should be bu- 
ried, on pain to the offenders of being buried 
alive Antigone, notwithstanding, in dchance 
of his threat, interred her brother Polynices , 
and having sufFei ed the punishment denouiu - 
cd, Haemon, son of the Tyrant, lor the love 
of her, killed himself on her grave The pro- 
hibition of sepulture tot lie Argives, drew upon 
Creon the resentment of Theseus, by whose 
hand he in consequence fell. 

CREONTIADES, son of Heicules, by Megara, 
daughter of Creon, was killed by his father be- 
cause he had slain Lycus 

CllEOPHlLUS, a Samian, whom Homer, from 
his hospitality, is said to have rcwai ded with a 
a poem. Some pretend he w'as the poet’s mas- 
ter. 

CREPHAGENETES, a deity worslupped at 
Thebes m Egypt, and supposed to have been 
the same with Cneph. See Cnepb. 

CREPITUS VENTRIS, was even a divinity. 

CRESCENT. See Dtona, lo, &c. 

CRESPHONTES, one of the Heraclidae, was ce- 
lebrated as a hero. 

CRETAN BULL the seventh labour of Hercu- 
les. See Hercules. 

CRET A In the island of this name, once famous 
tor its hundred cities, the Cory ban tes were 
said to have educated Jupiter. Human sacri- 
fices were here offered to him, and to Saturn , 
and greater part of the Pagan divinities are 
said to have been natives of it 


CHI 

CKEIE, of this name weie both a daughter ot 
Deucalion, and the wife of Minos. 

CRLTEUS Sec Cratius. 

CRE'IHEIA VIRGO, Helle, giand-daughtei ol 
Cl etheus 

CRETHEIS, wife ot Acastus, king of Thcs>al\ , 
was m love witli Pelcus, the luisband ot Eii 
gone, but, not l)emg able to engage his afhc 
tioii, she pietcnded to his wife that Feltiis was 
unfaithful, andEiigone, m tonsequence, pit 
an end to her life Cictheis, not satisfied with 
this revenge, acc used I’cleus with designs on 
her own viitue, toi which Acastus c\}X»sed him 
to wild lieasts and Centaurs Peleus, how'ever, 
returning victorious, fiist killed Cictheis, and 
afterwaid, her husband 

CRE'IHEUS, son of Aeolus, by r>io, his bio- 
thei’s daughtci, was lathei ol Aeson, rheres 
and Amithaon, and giand-tathci ol Jason He 
built the city ol lolchos m Thessaly, the ca})i- 
tal of his dominions Ilis wife Dcmodicc hav- 
ing , persuaded him that I'hryxus had attempt- 
ed liei honoui, Cretheus, m his fury, lesolved 
todestioy him Plnyxus, howevei, saved him 
by flying with Helle 

CKETHON, son of Diocles, was killed in the 
Trojan war with his brother, bv the same 
stioke from Aeneas It was with gieat diffi- 
culty that Menclaus could lescuc their bodies 
from the Trojans 

CRETIDES, Nymphs of the island of Cicte 

CREUS, son of Coelus, or Uranus and Ten a 

CREUSA, daughter of Creon, king of Corinth, 
was married to Jason whilst his fiist wife Me- 
dea was still alive this so enraged the rejedlcd 
Medea, that, in revenge, she sent Creusa a 
present of a robe, and a golden crown tinged 
with nayihtha, which set fire to her and the 
palace. 

CREUSA, daughter of Piiam, king of Troy, by 
Hecuba, was wife of Aeneas, but whom, though 
she escaped the conflagration of that city, he 
lost on their way to embark, she being earned 
away by the goddess Cybele 

Another was daughter of Erechtheus, king 

of Athens,and mother of Janus, by Apollo , but 
See Evadne. 

CRIASUS, son of Argos, king m Peleponiie 
sus 

CRINIS, priest of ApoUo, who, foi neglecting 
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the sacrifices of his god, was punished, by 
having his country over- run with rats and 
mice Nevei thcless, on making compensation, 
his offcnt e was forgiven, and the vermin were 
destioycd by the airowb of the god, an ex- 
ploit which procured him the title of rat-ktllcr. 
See Smifiibeui 

CRINISUS hee Acestes,Egesta 

CRINO, one of the Danaides. Also, a daughter 
of Antenor 

CRIOBOLIUM, a sacrifice of rams. See Aegio- 
boliim 

CRIOPHAGUS, the t am-entcr, a divinity so nam- 
ed from the multitude of rams which wci e sa- 
crificed to him 

CRIOPHORUS, a surname of Mercury, 

CRITHEIS, daughter of Melanopus, became 
pregnant by a peison unknown, and, after- 
ward, marrying Phermicis of Smyrna, was de- 
livered of Homer 

CROCALE, daiightei of the river Ismenus 

CROCODILE, an amphibious animal, the sym- 
bol of Egypt, and one of its gods 

CROCUS SccStmlajc 

CRODUS, OR KRODO, a divinity of the ancient 
Saxons, supposed to be Saturn 

CROEON, father of Megaiiira 

CROESMUS, a Trojan chieftain, slam by Me- 
ges 

CROESUS, the fifth and last king of Lydia, of 
the family of the Mermnades, succeeded Aly- 
attes, his father He made the Greeks of Asia 
tributary, subdued the Phrygians, Mysians, 
Paphlagonians, Thracians, and Carians, amas- 
sed vast riches, and became one of the most 
jiowerful and magnificent of princes He 
diew the learned to his court, and took a 
pleasure m conversing with them. When 
Solon came to Sardis, at the request of Croe- 
sus, and not being m the least affefted by the 
pomp of embroidery, purple, andjcwels, in which 
Croesus was tricked out, he commanded his at- 
tendants to open his treasury, and shew him the 
stoi cs he possessed When Solon had returned 
fiom viewing them all, Croesus asked him. 
If ever he had seen a happier man ?” To 
which Solon answered, "He knew one Tellus, 
a fellow citizen, who was an honest man, had 
good children, a competent estate, and end- 
ed his life in fighting for his country.”—— 


Croesus looking upon him as void of j'udgment, 
for not measuring happiness by the extent of 
wealth, again asked him, " If, besides Tellus, 
he knew any man more happy?” Solon replied, 
** Yes, Cleobis and Bito, who were conspicu- 
ous for their fraternal afTeflion, and filial duty, 
for when the oxen which should have drawn 
their mother to the temple of Juno, were too 
long in coming, they themselves supplied their 
place to hasten her thither. The fond mother 
delighted with their piety, was congratulated 
by the votaries of the goddess she served, and 
her sons having enjoyed the sacrifice and ap- 
plause, retired to rest, but awoke no more.” 
" How!” cried Croesus displeased, " Dost not 
thou reckon us then among the number of the 
happy ?” Solon, unwilling either to flatter him, 
or to exasperate him more, replied ** King 
of Lydia ' as God has given us Greeks a mode- 
rate proportion of other things, so likewise of 
a free and populai wisdom, (not, perhaps, so 
well suited to the splendor of royalty, as to our 
less exalted condition), which, contemplating 
the vicissitudes of human life, forbids us to be 
elated at a present enjoyment, or greatly to 
admire the happiness of any, while liable to 
the changes of time, since futurity contains 
in it an unknown variety Him only we es- 
teem happy, whose happiness God continues to 
the end, butfor himwho has still allthehazaids 
of life to encounter, we think he can with no 
more reason be pronounced happy, than the 
wrestler can be proclaimed and crowned as 
victor, before he has finished the combat.” — 
Solon, on this, was dismissed, and Croesus re- 
mained unmstrufted. Shortly after, the Ly- 
dian monarch made war upon Cyrus, but not 
being able to withstand the power he had pro- 
voked, his capital was sacked, and himself 
taken Cyrus condemned him to be burnt, and 
a pile being kindled for the purpose, Croesus, 
when the flames approached him, three times 
apostrophized Solon. Cyrus surprized, inqui- 
red, what man or god he invoked. Croesus re- 
peated their conversation, and such was its 
effeft upon Cyrus, that he not only remitted 
the punishment, but honoured Croesus with 
his friendship. 

In the assault upon Sardis, the son of Croesus, 
who had been dumb from his birth, observing 
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the weapon of a Persian soldier aimed at his 
father, and being unable to ward off the blow, 
at once, through the impulse of terror, ex- 
claimed, " Kill not Croesus!” Plutarch men- 
tions that among the statues of gold which 
Croesus placed in the temple at Delphi, was 
one of a female baker, of which this was the 
occasion. Alyattes, father of Croesus, having 
married a second wife, who brought him se- 
veral children, she formed the design of secur- 
ing the crown to her own issue, by putting a 
period to the life of her son-in-law With 
that view she tampered with this baker to poi- 
son a loaf, which was to be served up at the 
table of Croesus ; but the woman, struck with 
horror at the idea of so criminal an a6l, ac- 
quainted the prince with the plot. Retalia- 
tion took place, and the loaf being served up 
to the children of the queen, their deaths se- 
cured to Croesus the succession ; whilst he, on 
ascending the throne, in gratitude to his pre- 
server, cre6led to her memory this statue of 
gold in honour to whom, the same author 
observes, she had a better title than many of 
those boasted heroes, who have risen to fame 
by murder and havock 

CROMERUACH, the principal idol of the Irish 
before the arrival of St Patrick amongst them. 
At his approach it fell to the eai th, whilst the 
lesser idols sunk chin-deep in it According 
to the hiographei's of the Saint, the heads of 
the latter, in memory of this miiacle, aie still 
visible above giound in the plain of Moy-&leu<5t 
in Brefin Cromeruach was ot gold and silver 
carved, surrounded by the twelve other god- 
lings of brass 

CROMUS Both Neptune and Lycaon had sons 
of this name. 

CRONIA, an Athenian festival in honour of Sa- 
turn, who IS called m Greek Kpow?. It was ce- 
lebrated in the month Hecatombaeon, which 
was formerly called Cronius. Another of Sa- 
turn’s festivals was celebrated upon the 16th of 
Metagitnion, at Rhodes, where they olfered in 
sacrifice a condemned criminal. 

CRONIUS, one of the Centaurs. 

CROTON, a man killed by Hercules, and after- 
wards honoured by him 

CROTOPIAS, Linus, the grand-son of Croto- 
pus. 


CROTOPUS, eighth king of the Argives, and 
father of Psamathe, the mother, by Apollo, of 
Linus. 

CTEATUS, one of the Molionides. See Actor, 
Molwmdes 

CTESIPHON, a Grecian architect, who planned 
tlie temple of Diana at Ephesus. 

CTESIPPUS Of this name there are two ; one, 
son of Hercules and Dcianira, the other, son 
of Astydimia 

CTIMENE, the youngest daughter of Laertes by 
Anticlea, and sister of Ulysses 

CUBA, the tutelary goddes' of sleepers. 

CUNIA, OR CUNINA, a tutelar deity ot infants 
She attended the cradle, and watched the young 
ones whilst they slejit 

CUPAVO, a son of Cycnus, who, for the sym- 
pathy he felt for Phaeton, was changed into a 
swan 

CUPLNCUS, a chicl on the part of Turn us, kil- 
led in the tw'elfth Aencid 

CUPlUO, CUPID, the (yod of Love Some make 
him one of the most ancient of the deities, and 
say he had no parents, but succeeded immedi- 
ately to Chaos Otheis report, that Nox or 
Night, produced an egg, and having hatched 
it under her sable wings, brought forth Cupid, 
or Love, who, on golden pinions, immedi.'itely 
flew thiough the whole world Hesiod makes 
him the son of Chaos and Ten a , Simonides of 
Mars and Venus; Alcaeus of Strife and Zc- 
phyrus , Sappho of Venus and Coclus , and Se- 
neca of Venus and Vulcan Others imagine 
him to have been the offspring of Porus, god 
of Counsel, and Penia, goddess of Poverty , 
whilst, accoiding to some, he was reputed the 
son of Zephyi us and Ploia The common ojn- 
nion however is, that Cupid was descended 
from Mars and Venus, and the favouiite clnld 
of his mother , who, without his aid, .is she 
confesses in Virgil, could do but little cxccur 
tion. Indeed the poets, when they invoke the 
mother, seldom fail to addicss the son , and. it 
was perhaps this consciousness of his importance 
that rendered him sometimes lefradfory This 
Cupid was called Antei os, or Lust. But the an- 
cients mention another ,son ofJupiterandV'enus, 
of a nobler character, whose delight w.is to in- 
spire refined sentiments of love and ot virtua 
His name was Eros, or properly Lore, Ei os bore 
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a golden dart, vhich caused i cal joy and alFec- 
tion, Anteros a leaden arrow, winch raised a 
fleeting passion, ending in satiety and disgust 
Venus being told by 'J henns, that hei son E- 
I os could not grow to matin ity till she had an- 
other son, the goddess became the inothei of 
Alltel 08, by Mars , whence she is called by O- 
vid the parent of two Cupids, or Loves To 
Anteros the Athenians crefted an altar and a 
statue, representing him naked, undei thefoim 
of a Ireautitul youth, holding two cocks uixrn 
his bi*east, and endeavouring to make them 
peck his head It is thought that the two wing- 
ed Cupids which draw the chariot ot Venus, 
in a medal of the Julian family, are Eros and 
Anteros (^upid was usually represented naked, 
to shew that love has nothing of its own he is 
armed with a bow and quivei full of darts, to 
typify his power over the mind , and crowned 
with roses, as emblems of the delightful but 
transitory pleasuics he bestows , sometimes he 
is deputed blind, to intimate that Love can see 
no faults m the object beloved , at others he 
appears with a rose in one hand, and a dolphin 
in the other* sometimes he is seen standing be- 
twixt Hercules and Mercury, to signify the pie- 
valence of eloquence and valour in love ; at 
others he is placed near Fortune, to express 
how much the success of lovers depend on that 
inconstant goddess he is always drawn with 
wings, to denote that nothing is more fleeting 
than the passion he excites In antiques he is 
seen leaping, dancing, playing, and climbing 
trees , he is pictured m the air, on the earth, 
on the sea, and sometimes in the fire he rides 
on animals, drives chariots, plays on musical 
instruments he mounts panthers and lions, 
and uses their manes for a bridle, to denote 
that love tames the most savage , and rides up- 
on a dolphin, to shew that fus empire extends 
over the sea. He is generally described with a 
bow, arrows, and a torch , sometimes with an 
helmet and a spear, to signify that love disarms 
the fiercest of men. Mr. Spence gives the follow- 
ing particulars relative to these little, though 
powerful deities As to the Cupids, they 
were supposed of old to be very numerous, but 
there were two which were the chiefs of all that ; 
number One of these chief Cupids was looked 
on as the cause of love, and the other as the 
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cause of its ceasing ; accordingly the antiqua- 
rians now at Florence usually call the two little 
Cupids at the foot of the Venus of Mcdici by the 
names of Ei os and Anteros ; and there is some- 
thing not only m the air of their faces, but iii 
then veiy make and attitudes, which agree* 
well enough with those names, the uppei one 
being lighter, and of a more pleasing look, and 
the lowei one more heavy and sullen Ovid 
calls the latter Letbaeus Amor, and C’lcero, An- 
teros Were we to follow a figure that P'ather 
Monti aiK on gives us for Anteros, we must make 
him an old man , his appearanee m it is much 
more like that of a Heiculcs than of a Cupid 
Ovid certainly speaks of this very Cupid as a 
boy, and I do not know any one of the poets 
that ever speaks of (hipid as an old man 1 for- 
merly used to think, from his name, that An- 
teros was looked on by the ancients as the cause 
Of aveision , but that, I believe, is a mistake too , 
for Ovid, the great master in all aflTaiis relating 
to love, represents him only as making the pas- 
sion of love cease, but not as creating avcision, 
where he speaks most fully of tins deity , and 
in anothei of his poems, shews that love and 
aversion weic then supposed to pioceed not 
from different Cupids, but from diflcreiit ar- 
rows of the same Cupid. There are scarce any 
figures more common in the works of the an- 
cient ai tists than those of Cupids in general, 
and they always represent them as young, 
pleasing, and handsome 1 remember a pretty 
statue of one at the Venevb, a seat of the king 
of Sardinia, near T urin, in which he appears 
like a youth ot about seventeen or eighteen 
yeais old , and Raphael, (who may almost pass 
for an authority, when we are speaking of Ro- 
man antiquities) represents him as about the 
same age in his marriage of Cupid and Psyche ; 
but the most common way of representingCupid 
in the works of the ancients themselves is quite 
as a child, of not above seven or eight years 
old, and sometimes even younger than that : 
his look is almost always like that of a child ; 
generally pretty, and sometimes a little idle or 
sly, according to the occasion. His hair, 
which is very aoft and fine, in the best sta- 
tues of him, is sometimes dressed up too in a 
very pretty manner, as particularly, in that 
celebrated figure of him with Pysche, in the 
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Great Duke’s gallery j a good copy of which 
begins now to be not uncommon in England 
He is almost always naked, and of a good 
shape, rather inclining to plumpness, but not 
too much, it being usually only enough to ex- 
press the healthful and thriving air that be- 
comes his age His wings are ornamental as 
well as useful, and were probably sometimes 
represented in the paintings of the ancients as 
of various and pleasing colours. His bow, 
his quiver, and his darts, are spoken of so vul- 
garly among our poets to this day, that they 
scarce need be mentioned here , besides which 
the ancient poets sometimes give him, as well 
as Hymen, a lighted torch , and some of them 
seem to speak of his arrows tlicmselvcs as all 
burning, or at least as tinged with fire The 
ancient artists and poets i epresent their Cupids 
m general m two sorts of ways, that are veiy 
diflerent from each other , either as idle and 
playful, or as very powerful, and as govci ning 
all things — hence, m gems, and other pieces 
of antiquity, wherever you meet with Cupids, 
you almost always meet w'lth them concci ned 
m some little divei*sion, or some little fooleiy 
or another. You see some of them driving a 
hoop, or playing with quoits, and others wrest- 
ling or fighting in jest, in a little sort of circus 
of their ow n sometimes they are got about 
their mother, or perhaps some Nymph, by the 
water-side, and arc diverting themselves in their 
difieient manners. In some antiques two of 
them are very seriously employed about the 
catching of a butterfly , in another, one is as 
intent to burn a butterfly with the torch he 
holds in his hand * though this indeed might be 
brought as an instance of their power, as well 
as of their idle tricks, for the butterfly is gene- 
rally used by the Greek artists as an emblem 
for the human soul , and a Cupid fondling or 
burning a butterfly, is just the same with them 
as a Cupid caressing or tormenting the goddess 
Psyche, or the soul. It is remarkable enough 
that in the Greek language the same word is 
used indifferently for this little fluttering in- 
seft and the soul, (or the animiila vagula blan- 
dula, as Adrian called it) and it is as remarka- 
ble that, though the old artists have represented 
Cupids playing with butterflies so many dif- 
ferent ways, there is scarce any one of them 
Vol. I. 


for which I could not produce some parallel m 
their representations of Cupid and Psyche — 
There might have been a great deal of good 
sense, (and perhaps something above good 
sense) in the fixing on this emblem , at letet, 
nothing, I think, could point out the survival 
and liberty of the soul, after its separation from 
the body, in a stioiiger and more argumenta- 
tive manner, than an animal which is first a 
gross, heavy, creeping insedl, and which, after 
di opping its slough, becomes, by an amazing 
change, a light, airy, flj'nig, free, and happy 
creature 1 remember to have seen an antique 
in which Cupid was represented m a car drawn 
by two Psyche.s, and another m which a Cupid 
was drawn by two butterflies and this latter 
might yet have a tuitiicr meaning, for as the 
car denotes triumph, and the di awing any one 
in a car is a m.iik of the utmost submission, 
this might be prim i]^>ally intended by the ar- 
tnt to cxjiicss the absolute power of love over 
all the beings of the air In like manner they 
cxpicss his doniniion ovci all the other ele- 
ments thus you sec liim iiding on a lion, on 
a dolphin , sometimes on a Centaur, sometimes 
on a Chimaera, to shew that love can conquer 
all the fieicest inonsteis that ever were suppo- 
sed to have been upon the earth He rides on 
tlie lion, playing on the lyie, and the savage 
creature he rides on looks as if he had quite for- 
got his nature, in listening to him The moral 
of this gem is just the same with that of the 
known story of Cimon ar«d Iphigenia, in Boc- 
cace, and the artist in it tells us, at the first 
glance of the eye, what one must read so many 
pages to learn from the author.” It has been 
already hinted, that a diversity prevailed a- 
mongst the ancients, in their representations 
of the divinity of love, in respeft to the age of 
the figure attributed to him. On one of the 
most ancient cornelians, if we may judge from 
the letters in the name of Phrygillus, the ar- 
tist, he IS represented not as an infant, but a 
grown-up boy, with the expansive wings of an 
eagle , such as were given to almost all the gods 
in the earlier exhibitions of them After Phry- 
gillus, however, Solon, Tryphon, and others, 
in some sort, changed the charafter of Cupid, 
by representing him as more infantine, and 
with shorter pinions ; accordingly he appears 
Dd 
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on a variety of gems to resemble the children 
of Flamingo, and particularly in the Hercula- 
neum pictures on black ground, of the size of 
the dancers. The most beautiful infants in 
marble at Rome are the sleeping Cupid in the 
Villa Alban I ; that in the Capitol playing 
with a swan; and an infant in the villa Ne- 
groni, mounted on a tiger, with two Loves, 
one fiightening the other with a masque 
The Abbe la Pluche traces the origin of this lit- 
tle god from the Egyptian Horus, which at- 
tended the terrestrial Isis, or the Venus Popu- 
laiis or Pandemos , who was, according to the 
custom of the neomenia, represented with dif- 
ferent attributes, sometimes with the wings of 
the Etesian wind , at others, with the club of 
Hercules and arrows of Apollo, and at others 
riding on a lion, driving a bull, tying a ram, 
or inclosing in his net a large fish These at- 
tributes, which pointed out the different sea- 
sons of the year, by the sun’s entrance into 
those signs, gave rise to many fables, and the 
empire of Love was made to extend to heaven 
and earth, and even to the depths of the ocean, 
this little but powerful child disarming both 
gods and men. 

CURA./aguw/wrfc, a divinity to whom Fable attri- 
butes the formation of the human liody, and an 
absol utc power over it, through the w hole of life 
CURCHUS, a deity of the .ancient inhabitants of 
Prussia, who was believed to preside over eat- 
ing and drinking, on which account they of- 
fered him their first fruits In honour of this 
god they kept up a continual fire, and eveiy year 
bieakmg his old statue, erected him a new one 
CUREOTIS, the third day of the festival Apaturia 
CURETES, a sort of priests or people of the 
isle of Crete, called also Corybantes This 
name, according to Strabo, was given them 
because they cut off the hair on their foreheads 
to elude the grasp of an enemy ; xxftrtf, being 
a derivative of tonsure, from to crop 
Others deduce it from xnperpoft*, feeding or edu- 
cating a child, as they are said to have educated 
Jupiter They were also called Jdaet Dacfylt, 
and were, according to Diodorus Siculus, the 
fiist inhabitants of Crete, dwelling on Mount 
Ida The Idaei Da6tyli were originally of Phry- 
gia, from whom some of the Curctes were sup- 
posed to have descended , whilst others were 


imagined to have sprung from the earth. Ovid 
says they had their origin from a shower of 
rain. Lucian and Diodorus Siculus represent 
them as very expert in throwing darts, though 
other authors give them no weapons but buck- 
lers and pikes , all, however, furnish them with 
tabors and castanets, and add that they danced 
much to the noise and clashing of them In o- 
ther authors a different account of the Curetes 
is given according to Pezron, in particulai', 
they were not only contemporary with Saturn, 
&c. but in the countries of Crete and Phrygia, 
what the Druids and Bards were among the 
Gauls, &c t e. priests who had the tare of re- 
ligious rites, and the worship of the gods — 
hence, as it was supposed, there was no com- 
munication with the gods but by divinations, 
auguries, and the operations of magic, the Cu- 
rctes passed for magicians and enchanters T o 
their skill in these arts they added the study of 
nature, the stars, and of poesy, and thus be- 
came philosophers, astronomers, and poets. 
Such were the Curetes, and, after them, the 
Druids, with this difference, that the Curetes, 
in the time of the Titans, were engaged m that 
war , for which reason they are represented not 
only as armed, but as wonderfully dexterous 
at dancing in armour, and fantastically bran- 
dishing their bucklers and javelins From this 
circumstance Pezron conjeftures Curetes to 
have come, considering it as derived from the 
Celtic euro, the same with xpnu in the Greek, to 
strike or beat, Accoiding to Kircher, the Cu- 
retes were w hat the spit its are among the Cabba- 
lists, the power i in Dionysius, the demons of the 
Platonists, and the genu of the Egyptians — 
Vossius distinguishes three kinds of Curetes, 
those of Aetolia, of Phrygia, and of Crete, who 
were oiiginally derived from the Phrygians.-— 
The first, he says, took their name from xHpx, 
tonsure, because from the time of a combat in 
which the enemy seized their long hair, they 
always kept it cut , those of Phrygia and Crete 
lie supposes were so called from xn/xS^, a young 
man, m reference to their youth^ or because they 
nursed Jupiter when he was young ; but these 
etymologies are frivolous at best. 

Various as these accounts ofthe Curetes are, it is 
in common agreed that Crete was their country, 
and that their origin was as ancient as this fabu- 
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lous genealogy. In addition to the opinion that 
the Da6tyli were their ancestors, and that they 
came from Phrygia, Ephorus subjoins that they 
were brought into Crete by Minos, and gave 
to that island their name. The President des 
Brosses, to cut off all difficulty, advances that 
the Curetes were the ancient priests of that part 
of Eiu'ope which borders on Greece and the 
East, and corresponded to the Druids of the 
Celts, the Salii of the Sabins, the Sorcerers and 
Jugglers of Laponia, or to those of the Savages 
of America, Siberia, and Kamtchatka ; and, 
adds he, it is in vain to squabble about their 
country, since priests of this kind are every 
where found where the rude faith of a savage 
superstition constitutes the basis of popular pre- 
judice 

It appears certain, that they fiist cultivated the 
island of Crete, and laboured to civili/e its in- 
habitants. They taught the Cretans to collcft 
their sheep into flocks, and the goats scattered 
over their rocks to domesticate bees for their 
honey; to flux iron and to forge i A know- 
ledge of astronomy has been ascribed to them, 
and in stiling them the offspring of Queen Me- 
lissa, who instrii(51ed the Cretans in new rites 
and sacred pomps, no more is meant than that 
the introduction of these originated with them. 

Gegenes, or Earth-born and Ministers of Rhea, 
arc titles sufficient to prove them the votaries 
of this ancient divinity, with whom they asso- 
ciated Ouranus, or Heaven, regarded in their 
theogony as the father of the gods Hence it 
appears that their doCtrine was consonant to 
that of all the Pelasgic hordes, and that they 
iiiitated against them the inhabitants of Crete, 
by attempting to innovate on their notions of 
religion The partizans of the insular super- 
stition were the Titans, that is, the Cretans, 
who adhered to their savage manners At 
Gnossus, in a consecrated grove of cypress, 
they erected an altar to Heaven and Earth, from 
w'hom they deduced their birth Their Jug- 
glers being disposed to add a third divinity. 
It excited amongst the savages a violent com- 
motion, whence their opinion arose of the dis- 
membering the god This event wasrepresented 
in the Gnossian mysteries, of which the sym- 
bols were dice, a ball, a wheel, the palm of the 
hand, a sandal, a mirror, and a fleece ; which 
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in the mystical sense were said to intimate that 
the Curetes had introduced the worship of Ju- 
piter To assimilate still more these ceremo- 
nies to those of Sais or Eleusis, a person was 
introduced in the character of Horus, or lac- 
chus, named Jasion, one of the ancient Cu- 
retes, and m the language of the EcleCticks, 
member of the Curctic Trinity At length, 
like the DaClyli, the Curetes had their name 
transferred to the div imty of their mystci ics and 
country. These mystci ics strikingly resem- 
bled those of Samothracc and Mount Ida, but 
perhaps were less scrupulously kept The 
publicity of those at Gnossus is mentioned by 
Diodorus , but in this instance w e should be 
cautious in admitting the faCt, as the relater 
had a favourite opinion to suppoi t 
Homer and Hesiod both say that Ceres had an in- 
tercourse with Jasion in a new ploughed field, 
which had born three crops, and that Plutus 
was the offspring of this casual lencountei — ^ 
Jupiter, according to Homer, being apprized 
of what had happened, struck Jasion with thun- 
der Apollodorus pietends that the punish- 
ment was merited by the profane attempt to 
violate a goddess Others add that he was the 
son of Jupiter ,^and incurred the resentment of 
his father, by attempting to enjoy a phantom 
or statue of the goddess According to some 
autiiois, Ceres transferred him to heaven witli 
Triptolemus, and both became the constella- 
tions denominated the Twins 
From Hesiod we learn, it was in a fertile distriCl 
of Crete that Jasion was favoured by the god- 
dess of the earth Diodorus Siculus attempts 
to explain this fable by pretending that at the 
marriage of Cadmus and Ilcrmionc, Ceres made 
a present to Jasion of wheat , and it is said that 
after a deluge which had destroyed the whole of 
this gram m Crete, a corn was discovered in 
his possession The sense of this al Icgoi y is ob- 

vious, and the adventui e of this hero lias a re- 
ference only to the labours oi husbandry. — 
They necessarily produce the true riches, here 
represented by Plutus, whom the I'elellides of 
Gnossus call the brother of Philomelus The 
latter enjoying but a small portion of his fa- 
ther's possession, and being at variance with 
his elder brother, purchased oxen and invented 
the plough. Cultivating, by these means, the 
Dd 2 



204 


CVR 


PANTHEON. 


CYB 


earth, he thence drew a subsistence, and thus 
merited the protection ot Ccies, who, pleased 
with his discovery, and its eiteCts, placed him 
as a plouglunan in the heavens. This recital 
is purely allcgoi ical, and must have been easily 
comprehended by the Cretans, who were ini- 
tiated in the mysteries of the Curetes 
It IS however to the later times of Paganism that 
some of these fables appear to belong. The in- 
vention of them could not have been prior to 
the deification of the Curetes, who then ceasing 
to be notffSfM, or assistants to Rhea, they were 
not only regarded as subaltern divinities, to 
whom temples were reared, but placed by the 
Cretans in the rank of the greater gods, by 
whom they mutually swore as a sanction to 
then agreements It appears from a passage 
in Pausanias, that, if we do not confound the 
Cuictes with the Dioscouroi, it is at least diffi- 
cult to distinguish between them 
CURIS, a name ot Juno among the Romans, 
fiom the spear, in the Sabine language, called 
Qiittii ', whence, in her statues and on medals 
she IS found leaning on a spear Hence sprung 
the custom of the bride combing her hair with 
a spear found sticking in the body of a gladi- 
ator, and taken out of him when dead, which 
spear was called Has fa celtbans 
CURTIUS, the Roman youth, who devoted his 
own life to save his countiy. This heio, after 
plunging on horseback into the cavern that 
opened in the forum, was supposed to become 
the presiding deity of that little lake on the 
spot where he performed so gloi ious an aCtion , 
it IS just beside the Via Sacra, and ^tdl bears 
his name Spence mentions him, as represent- 
ed 111 this a 6 fion on a fine relievo, at the villa 
Borghese, neai Rome , and adds, " I have seen 
the story on some gems, m which there are 
flames issuing out of the gulf Statius has a 
description of him as the deity of this lake, and 
seems to have borrowed his ideas from some 
old statue of him, which, m his time, seems to 
have been all over-run with moss, or that sort 
of green which is observed on Bernipi’s Tri- 
ton-statue in the Piazza Barbarini at Rome. — 
He speaks of his wreath of oak, that sort of 
crown which the Romans gave to such as saved 
the life of a citizen, and which belonged much 
more justly to such as had saved the state. — 


Curtius wore it as the preserver of his country 
he was a true patriot river god.” 

GUSTOS, a name of Jupiter among the Romans. 
There is on the coins of Nero a figure of this 
god on his throne, bearing, in the right hand, 
thunder, and, in the left, a spear, with the in- 
scription, IVPITER evSTOS. 

CY ANA See Cyamppus. 

CYANE, a Nymph of Sicily, endeavouring to 
prevent the rape of Proserpine, Pluto meta- 
morphosed her into a fountain, at which foun- 
tain the Syracusians used every year to cele- 
brate a festival, when, besides sacrificing lesser 
viftims, several bulls also were thrown into the 
water. Ovid states Cyane to have been the pa- 
ramour of the river Anapis. 

CY ANE, daughter of Liparus,and wife of Aeolus. 
See Aeolm. 

CYANEA AND CY ANCE, daughter of Maeander, 
and mother by Miletus son of Apollo, of Syb- 
ils and Canis 

CYANIPPE, daughter of Adrastiis 

CYANIPPUS, of Syracuse, despising the feasts of 
Bacchus, was punished by the god with a fit of 
drunkenness, in which he ravished his own 
daughter Cyane Some time after the plague 
breaking out, and making extieme havock in 
the country, the oracle declared, that the gods 
would not be appeased till the incestuous weie 
sacrificed , upon which Cyane prevailed on her 
father to offer himself for his country, and to 
die with her Adrastus, king of Argos, had a 
son also named Cyamppus 

GYBEBE, a name of Cybele, from be- 

cause, in the celebration of her festivals, the vo- 
taries became iraiitick. 

CYBELE, or Vesta the Elder. It is highly ne- 
cessary, in tracing the genealogy of the Hea- 
then deities, to distinguish between this god- 
dess and Vesta the Younger, her daughter, 
liecause the poets have been faulty in con- 
founding them, and ascribing the attributes 
and a 6 iions of the one to the other. The Elder 
Vesta, or Cybele, she of whom we speak, was 
daughter of Coelus and Terra, and wife of her 
brother Saturn, to whom she bore a numerous 
offspring, and was commonly called by the 
Greeks Estus. Some, bideed, make the Phry- 
gian Cybele a different person from Vesta ; and 
say, that she was daughter of Moeones and 
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Dindyma^ anciently king and queen of Phry- 
gia , and that her mother^ for some reasons^ 
exposed her, whilst an infant, on Mount Cy- 
belus, where she was nourished by lions, till 
discovered by some Shepherdesses. Her pa 
rents aftei wards owned her, and she fell m 
love With Attys, by whom conceiving, her fa- 
thei caused lier lover to be slain, and his body 
thrown to wild beasts Cybele, at this, seued 
with phrenzy, filled the woods and mountains 
with her lamentations. Soon after a plague 
and famine laying waste the country, the ora- 
cle, on being consulted, advised to bury Attys 
with great pomp, and worship Cybele as a god- 
dess ; but, not finding his body, they made a 
statue of him, which they followed with how- 
lings and funeral ceremonies A magnificent 
temple was erected also to Cybele in the city of 
Pessinus, and lions placed at hei feet, in me- 
mory of her having been nursed by these am 
mals In the narrative of Ovid, there is more 
of the marvellous, as may be seen in the arti- 
cle Attys The worship of the Earth is very 
ancient, and it is in Phrygia we are to seek 
for the origin of it, since it was not received 
in Europe till the time of Cadmus, who trans- 
ferred It from Asia, and it was Dardanus, 
contemporary with that founder of the colony, 
who, after the death of his brother lasuis, re- 
paired with Cybele, his sister-in-law, and Coiy- 
bas, his nephew, into Phrygia, where they in- 
troduced the mysteries of the goddess Earth, 
or Great Mother Goddess, to whom tlie name 
of Cybele was transferred, as was tliat of Co- 
ry bas to the Cory ban tes, her priests. This 
deity was unknown in Italy till Hannibal was 
in the bowels of it with his army, when the 
Romans, consulting the Sibylline oracles, found 
the foe could not be expelled till they brought 
the Idaean Mother, or Cybele to Rome This 
obliged the Senate to dispatch ambassadors to 
Attains, king of Phrygia, to request of him 
the statue of this goddess, which was of stone, 
at the city of Pessinus, in Galatia. She was 
accordingly brought to Rome, and the ladies 
went to the Tyber to receive her ; but the ves- 
sel which carried her being miraculously stop- 
ped, and remaining immoveable in the Tyber, 
the Vestal Claudia, whose chastity had been 
auspeded, evinced her purity, by drawing the 


vessel on shore with her girdle; and the god- 
dess was introduced into the city, accoiding 
to the Sibylline order, by the best man of 
Rome, whom the Senate had adjudged to be 
young Publius Scipio This image was reputed 
to have fallen from heaven, and, thercfoie, 
was esteemed one of the pledges of the Roman 
greatness 

This deity had a variety of names besides that of 
Cybele, under which she is most generally 
known, and which she obtained fiom Mount 
Cybelus, in Phrygia, where sacrifices to her 
were first instituted , though others derive the 
word Cybele from a Cube, because the cube, or 
die, which is a body every way square, was 
dedicated to her by the ancients. Her other 
names, an explanation of which will be found 
in the course of the alphabet, aic Berecynthia 
Mater, Bona Dea, Dindyme, or Dindymene, 
Fatua, Fauna, Idaea Matei, Magna Deorum 
Mater, Magna Pales, Mygdonia, Ops, Pasi- 
thea, Pessinuntia, Rhea, and Vesta 

Her sacrifices and festivals, also, in the order of 
the alphabet, were the Magalesia, Opoitiinea, 
Orgia, and Palilia These, like those of Bac- 
chus, were cclciirated with a confused noise of 
timbrels, pipes, and cymbals, the sacrificaiits 
howling as if mad, and piofaning both the 
temple oi the goddess, tind ears of their hear- 
eis with the most obscene language and abo- 
minable gestures Her temple was opened 
not by hands, but by prayers, and none en- 
tered it who had tasted garlic the animals 
commonly saci diced to Cybele were, the sow, 
on account of its fecundity, the bull, and the 
goat , and her priests sacrificed sitting, touch- 
ing the eaith, and offering the hearts of the 
viflims. The box and the pine were sacred to 
hei ; the first, because the pipes used in her 
festivals wei e of that wood , and the latter, for 
the sake of Attys, or Atys, a Phrygian youth 
whom she much loved, and whom she made 
president of her rites, but who, having violated 
a vow of chastity, was turned by her into the 
pine-tree 

Her priests, a full account of whom occur in al- 
phabetical order, weie the Cabiri, the Coiy- 
bantes, the Curetes, the Daftyli Idaei, the 
Galli, the Semiviri, and the Telchines, who 
wcie generally eunuchs. 4 
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Under the chara6ler of Vesta she is generally re- 
presented upon ancient coins, m a sitting pos- 
ture, wjth a lighted torch in one hand, and a 
sphere or drum m the other. As Cybele, she 
makes a more magnificent apjjearance, being 
seated in a lofty chariot drawn by lions, crown- 
ed with towers, and bearing in her hand a 
key Cybele being goddess, not of cities only, 
but of all things which the earth sustains, was 
crowned with turrets, whilst the key implies 
not only her custody of cities, but also, that in 
winter the earth locks those treasures up, which 
she brings forth and dispenses in summer she 
rides in a chariot, because (it is said, but too 
fancifully) the earth hangs suspended m the 
air, balanced and poised by its own weight , 
and that the chariot is supported by wheels, 
because the Earth is a voluble body and turns 
round Her being drawn by lions may imply, 
that nothing is so fierce and intradlible, but a 
motherly piety and tenderness, can tame and 
subdue Her garments are painted with di- 
vers colours, but chiefly gieeii, and figured 
with the linages of several creatures, because 
such a dress is suitable to the vai legated and 
more prevalent appearance of the earth The 
explanation given by Varro of the mysterious 
paiticuUrs of Cybele, are thus preseived by 
St Austin She is called the Mother of the 
Gods , the drum which is ascribed to her, re- 
pi’esents the globe of the earth , the turrets 
with which she is ciowncd,'the cities and towns 
of the earth , the se6ts that suriound her shew, 
that she only stands still w hile all things are in 
motion about her her eunuch priests denote, 
that the earth must be manured in order to 
produce corn , their agitations and motions 
before the goddess, teach husbandmen, that 
they must not lie still the sound of cymbals 
denotes the noise of the instruments of hus- 
bandry , and the tame lions give us to under- 
stand, that there is no soil so wild and barren, 
but it may be manured ” This Vesta is the 
same with the Egyptian Isis, and represented 
the pure ether inclosing, containing, and per- 
vading all things Their symbols and attri- 
butes are alike. She was considered as the 
cause of generation and motion, the parent of 
all the luminaries, and is confounded with Na- 
ture and the World. According to Plato, she 


obtained the name of Estia, as being the life 
or essence of all things. 

CYBELUS, a mountain of Phrygia, where Cybele 
was w'orshipped. 

CYBERNESIA, the feast of Pilots, a festival in- 
stituted by Theseus in memory of Nausithous 
and Phaeax, who were his pilots in the expedi- 
tion to Crete 

CYCHREUS, son of Neptune and Salamis, who, 
after his death, was honoured as a god in Sa- 
lamis and Attica. He is said to have been de- 
nominated The Serpent, from the ferocity of his 
manners , but rather, perhaps, from that ani- 
mal being sacred to Ceres, whose priest Cy- 
chreus is mentioned to have been 

CYCLOPS The Cyclops, by some are said, to 
have been the sons of Neptune and Amphitrite; 
by others, the sons of Coelus and Terra The 
three pimcipal were, Brontes, Steropes, and 
Pyraemon, though their whole number exceed- 
ed an hundred They weieof prodigious sta- 
ture, and had each but one eye, placed in the 
middle of their foreheads , lived on such fruits 
and herbs as the earth yielded without cultiva- 
tion, and had no laws to controul them.. — — . 
They are repoited to have built the walls of 
Mycenae and Tynnthe with such massy stones, 
that the smallest requiied two yokes of oxen 
to draw it The most ancient story is, that, 
as soon as they were born, Jupiter threw 
them into Tartaius, but that they were deli- 
vered thence at the intercession of Tellus, who 
had foretold his vi6lory over his father Saturn 
Having slam Campe, their keeper, they came 
into the light of the upper regions, and fabri- 
cated for Pluto that helmet which renders him 
invisible , the trident for Neptune, with which 
he shakes the earth and sea , and, for Jupiter, 
those thunderbolts which terrify both gods and 
men They were labourers under Vulcan, and 
worked at his forges m the island of Lemnos.—* 
Some mythologists maintain, that the Cyclops 
signify those vapours raised in the air which 
occasion thunder and lightning ; for which 
reason they are represented as forging the 
thunderbolts of Jupiter* others represent them 
as the first inhabitants of Sicily, who were 
cruel, of a gigantic form, and dwelt round 
Mount Aetna. These monsters, notwithstand- 
ing, were accounted divine, and had a temple 
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at Corinth in which viftims were offered.—— of Diomedes, during the absence of that prince 
Apollo is said to have destroyed him forhav- at the seigeof Troy Cyllabarus dying with- 

ing made the thunderbolts for Jupiter with out issue, his crown passed into the family of 

which he killed Aesculapius Pelops. 

CYCNEIATm/>f See the fourth Cycnus. CYLLARUS, one of the Centaurs, passionately 

CYCNUS, son of Sthenelus, king of Liguria, fond of Hylonoma, and perished with her 

was so deeply afFeded by the fate of Phaeton, Also, a famous horse belonging to Pollux, 

his relative and friend, that, in the midst of_ CYLLEN, son of Elatus, from whom Mount Cyl- 
his lamentations, he was changed to a swan. Icne m Arcadia, was named, and whence Mer- 
Of this name, two others are mentioned by the cury, being born there, was called Cylleneiu^ ; 

poets ; one, son of Mars and Pyrene, who was but see Cylleneius 

killed in a conflict with Hercules. The God CYLLENE, mother of Lycaon by Pclasgus 
of War was so provoked at the manner of his CYLLENIUS, CYLLIUS, names of Mercury, 
death, that he armed himself to revenge it. The words are derived from the Greek, and 

but before his contest with Hercules became signify a man wUbout bands and feet , the statues 

decisive, the combatants were parted by a or images of Mercury called Hermae, from his 
thunderbolt Greek name Hermes, being busts only Mer- 

The other Cycnus was son also of Mars, by Cleo- cury, however, is said to have been named Cyl- 

bulina, or the Nymph Pelopaea. This prince, leneius from Cyllene, a mountain in Arcadia, his 

who reigned in Thessaly, is said to have pos- birth-place 

sessed so savage a temper, as to vow a temple CYLLENUS, son of Anchiala, brother of Tityas, 
to the honour of his father, to be built with and priest of Cybele. 

the skulls of the strangers he should kill Her- CYMODOCE, a sea-nymph, daughter of Nereus 
cules, however, in his African expedition, is and Dons According to Virgil, the ship of 
reported to have met with and killed him. Aeneas assumed her foi m. 

A. fourth Cxcuvs, son of the Nymph Hyrie, dis- CYMOTHOE, a sea-nymph, daughtei of Nereus 
appointed of a bull he had requested from and Dons 
Phylius, his friend, threw himself into the sea, CYNARAS Sec Cinyras 

and was changed to a swan. It is in reference CYNISCA, daughter of Archidamus, obtained 
to him, as an inhabitant of Tempe, that Ovid the first prize in the chariot-race at the Olym- 
applies to it the epithet Cyinca pic games 

Another Cycnus, son of Neptune, whom Achilles CYNOCEPHALI, a nation in India, reported to 
finding invulnerable by a spear, threw upon have heads like dogs 

the ground and strangled Having stripped CYNOCEPHALUS, an Egyptian divinity, the 
him of his armour, the body was re-animated same with Anubis, of whom, perhaps, the Cyno- 
in the form of a swan cephali were also votai les 

Cycnus, in statues, is given as the name of a horse CYNOPHONTIS, a festival observed in the Dog- 
CYDIPPE Besides the mother of Biton and ^^.ys at Argos, and so called ctitt t«u xw«c ^ m *, 

Cleobis, and the wife of Anaxilaus, there were from the killing of dogs , it being usual on this 

several Nymphs of this name, particularly one to kill all the dogs that came in the way 

beloved by Acontius. See Aconim. CYNOS, the city in Thessaly where Pyrrha, the 

CYDON, an adherent of Tunius, mentioned in wife of Deucalion, is said to have been buried. 

the tenth Aeneid CYNOSARGES, a surname of Hercules. 

CYGNUS See Cycnus CYNOSSEMA, a promontory ot the I'hracian 

CYLIDNUS, son of Phry XUS and Calliope. Chersonesus, where Hecuba, being clanged 

CYLLABARUS, king of Argos, succeeded Sthe- to a dog, was buried. 

nelus, his father, and successfully united the CYNOSURA, one of the Nymplis of Mount Ida, 
parts of that kingdom which had been divided by whom Jupiter was nursed, and who, in re- 
into three sovereignties, about 1312 years be- turn for her good offices, was changed to the 
fore the Christian era. He seduced £giale,wife star so called. 
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CYNTHIA, a name of Diana, from Mount Cyn- 
thus, in the island of Delos 

CYNTHIUS, a name of Apollo, from Mount Cyn- 
thuB, in the island of Delos. 

CYPARISSUS, son of Arnyclcus, of the island 
of Caea, a beautiful youth beloved by Apollo, 
being excessively grieved for the death of a 
fawn or deer which he highly valued, and which 
was sacred to the Nymphs, he became melan- 
choly, constantly bewailed his loss, refused all 
comfort, and would have laid violent hands on 
himself had not Apollo prevented him Having 
before his death begged of the gods, that his 
giief might be made perpetual, Apollo chang- 
ed him into the Cypress tree, the branches of 
which were always used at funerals, and thus 
granted his re(|ue8t. 

CYPRA, a name of Juno upon the coast of Italy 

CYPRIA, CYPRIS, an appellative of Venus 
from the island of Cyprus, which was sacred to 
her 

CYPROGENIA See Cyprui 

CYPSELIDES, the patronymic of the three sons 
of Cypselus 

CYPSELUS See Labda 

CYRENE, daughter of Hypseus, king of the La- 
pithae, or, according to others, the river Pe- 
neus, attracted the notice of Apollo, who hap- 
pened to see her encounter a lion. Becoming 
enamoured of her, he carried her into Lybia, 
to a city which afterwards took her name, she 
having there brought him a son called Aris- 
taeus. SeeAnstaeus. 

CYRNO, mother of Cyrnus by Jupiter She gave 
her name to the island formerly called The- 
rapne 

CYRNUS, son of Hercules, whose name was gi- 
ven to the island of Corsica See also Cyrno, 

CYRRHA, a city of Phocis, at the foot of Mount 
Parnassus, where Apollo was particularly ho- 
noured. 

CYRUS, his palace. SeeSeven Wonders of the World. 

CYSENIS, daughterof Diomedes,king of Thrace, 
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who cut men up alive, and dressed children as 
food for their parents. 

CYTA, a capital city of Colchis, famous for its 
poisonous pi od nations, the countiy of Medea, 
V iio thence was called Cytaets, and the Cytaean 
Vtrgm 

CYTAEIS SeeCy/fl 
CYTHER AE A See Cytbera 
CYTHAERON, an amiable youth, was beloved 
by Tisiphone, one of the Eiimenides, or Furies, 
who, fearing to affright him by her form, got 
a third person to disclose her flame He was 
so unhappy as to rejeft her suit, on which, pluck- 
ing a snake from her head, she threw it at him. 
The snake writhing round his body, strangled 
him At his death he was changed to a moun- 
tain, which still bears his name. 

CYTHER A, CY THERE A, CYTHERIS, names 
of Venus, so called fromCytheia, an island ot 
Greece, where she was said to have been pro- 
duced from the froth of the sea A magnifl- 
cciit temple was there consecrated to her, un- 
der the title of Venus Urania 
CYTHEREIUS HEROS, Aenas, son of Venus 
CYTHEREIUS MENSIS, the month of April, 
so called from being sacred to Venus 
CY'I'HERIS See Cytbera 
CYTHORUS, son of Phryxus, who gave his 
name to a city and mountain in Galatia This 
country was over-run with box 
CYTISORUS See Clyndm. 

CYZICUS, king of the Dolians, a people inha- 
biting the peninsula of the Propontis, most 
hospitably treated the Argonauts in their way 
to Colchis,forthe Golden Fleece These heroes, 
after parting from him, and being a day at sea, 
were driven back on his coast, at night, by a 
storm. Cyziciis supposed them to be pirates or 
enemies, and resisting their landing, was killed 
in the engagement His wife Clita, being told 
of his untimely death, found the means of pro- 
curing her own. See Chta. 
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13 A A£, DAHAE, or DAI, a people of Scythia, | 
mentioned by Virgil, inhabiting the borders of 
the Caspian. 

DABAIBA, an idol of the inhabitants of Pana- 
ma. This goddess was of mortal extraftion, and 
having led a virtuous life on earth, was deified 
after her death, and called by those idolaters 
the mother of God. When it thunders or light- 
ens, they say Dabaiba is angry They burn 
slaves by way of sacrifice to their deity, and 
worship her by fasting three or four days to- 
gether, and by petty a£ls of devotion, such as 
aighs, groans, ecstacies, and the like. 

DABIS, a Japanese deity a colossus, or large 
image of this deity made of brass, stands in the 
road from Osacia to Sorungo. They make an 
offering to it every year, of a spotless virgin, 
who is instru(5tcd to ask the god such and such 
particular questions, to which the idol, (or ra- 
ther some bonze or priest inclosed within the 
idol, which is hollow) returns an answer. The 
sacred interpreter of this deity seldom fails to 
impart to the inquisitive virgin that initiatory 
communication which makes her a woman, as 
demonstrative of the god in a human shape — 
An Egyptian priest of Saturn formerly carried 
on an imposture of this kind with great success 
He informed the male devotees, who came thi- 
ther to pay their vows, that the deity expe6led 
a personal interview with their wives, among 
whom he always pitched upon the handsomest 
for his favourite. The dame thus honoured, 
was conduced into the temple, and the priest, 
alter he had shut her in, conveyed himself 
through a subterraneous passage into the cavity 
of the idol, and from the mouth oflt asked bis 
devotee such questions as failed not to epd 
(though not till the lights were extinguished) 
in a conciliatory embrace. 

DACTYLI IDAEI, literally the fingers of Mount 
Ida. Concerning the personages so stiled my- 
thology and fable give different accounts. The 
Cretans paid divine honours to them for having 
nursed and brought up Jupiter ; wheqee it ^p- 
VoL 1. 
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pears they were the same as the Corybantes and 
Curetes , nevertheless Strabo makes them dif- 
ferent, and says the tradition in Phrygia was, 
that the Curetes and Corybantes were descend- 
ed from the Daftyli Idaci , that there were ori- 
ginally an hundred men in the island who were 
called Daftyli Idaci, from whom sprung nine Cu- 
retes, and each of the nine produced ten men, 
as many as the fingers of a man’s two hands, and 
that this gave the name to the ancestors of the 
Da^Iyli Idaei. He relates another opinion, 
which is, that there were but five Daftyli Idaei, 
who, according to Sophocles, were the inven- 
tora of iron , that these five brothers had five 
sisters ; and that from this number they took 
the name of fingers of Mount Ida, because they 
were in number ten , and that they worked at 
the foot of this mountain Diodorus Siculus 
reports their story diflJerently he says the first 
inhabitants of the island of Ciete were the Dac- 
tyli Idaei, who had their residence on Mount 
Ida , that some said they were an hundred, o- 
thers only five, in number equal to the fingers 
of a man’s hand, whence they had the name 
of Da£tyli ; that they were magicians, and ad- 
dicted to mystical ceremonies , that Orpheus 
was their disciple, and carried their mysteries 
into Greece ; that the DaClyli invented the use 
of iron and fire, and that they had been recom- 
pensed with divine honours. Diomedes the 
Grammarian says, the DaCtyli Idaei were priests 
of Cybele, called Idaqi, because that goddess 
was chiefly worshipped on Mount Ida, in Phry- 
gia ; and DaClyli, because, to pi event Saturn 
fiom hearing the cries of the infant Jupiter, 
whom Cybele had committed to their custody, 
lest he should be destioyed by Saturn, they 
used to sing certain verses of their own inven- 
tion, in the Daftylic measure. Stiabo only 
gives the names of four of the DaCtyli Idaci, 
Salaminus, Damnanaeus, Hercules, and Ac- 
mon. As these DaClyli were benevolent to 
mankind, they received divine honours , their 
very^ name was Ipoked on as an infallible pre- 
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servative, and was always piononnccd in terror, 
or daagei 1 hcie were likewise stones called 
Daftyli Idaei, whuh wcie of a sovereign vii- 
tue, and of which they made amidets, and 
wore on their thumbs See CorybanieSf Cu- 
retes. 

The conformity between their religious ceremo- 
nies, together with their vicinity, have caused 
tlie Da6fyli and Cabin to be mistaken for each 
other ; and the former, though considered as 
originally from Crete, have been looked on as 
part of the latter , an error derived from the 
term Idaei, which had respe^ to Mount Ida in 
Phrygia, and not to that of the same name in 
the isle ot* Crete, where the Daftyli were 
never established. The combined authority of 
Sophocles, Ephorus, Strabo, Diodorus Sicu-. 
Ins, and Clement of Alexandria, will not ad- 
mit a doubt on this head. The Da6lyli of Asia, 
like the conjurors in America, first thought to 
render themselves necessary by exercising a- 
mong savages, the healing art , and to such 
skill had they attained in Greece, that their 
name long signified the healers. Fi equent fires 
in the forest of Mount Ida having discovered 
to them veins of iron, they gradually acquired 
the art of working them At least general tra- 
dition has attributed to them the invention of 
this art, and settled the date of it, under Pan- 
dion, king of Athens, 1432 years betoie the 
Christian era The fabrication of iron and 
other discoveries of this kind, could not fall to 
enhance their fame as enchanters and jugglers 
According, therefore, to Pherecydes, and the 
author of the Pboronis, they were renowned 
from their magical skill: a qualification to 
which they owed their consequence amongst 
the Phrygians and people of Samothracia. Dio- 
doru6 Siculus relates, that the latter were ex- 
ceedingly Surprised at the displays they exhi- 
bited in their mysteries of initiatory rites — 
The same historian adds, that Orpheus himself 
became their disciple, and learned these cere- 
monies from them, which, however, must have 
been something beyond those of simple jugglers 
or savage conjurers, while initiation consisted 
hi trials more or less strong, adapted to the 
powers of the aspirants. The conquests of Se- 
fiOStris in Asia and in Thrace, had there difibsed 
the Egyptian ritual. The Cabiti and DodlyU 
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could not avoid conforming to it, and adopting 
the concomitant doctrines 
Till then the Da6tyli, like the other Pelasgi, had 

been worshippers of Heaven and Earth 

Crowned with branches of oak, they saci ificed 
to the latter under the name of R hea , hence 
they were deemed to be or assistants to 

the mother of the gods Their altars weie' 
stones artlessly heaped in honour of Kelmts, the 
great Damnameneus and the powerful Acmon, 
who afterward were taken for Da^yli, as the 
divinities of Samothrace had been for Cabin — - 
Of this these three names, when explained, are 
a proof. In the ancient language of the Greeks 
Acmon signifies heaven. The word Damname- 
neus remains in part in Damia, the name of Ce- 
res at Epidaurus, and of Domna, that of Pio- 
serpine at Cysicus This city was at no great 
distance from Mount Ida, the residence of the 
Daftyli, where they honoured the Earth, pro- 
bably under the epithet Damna, or Demname- 
nca, powerful, which occurs in the fragment of 
the Phoronis. It is sufficiently known that a- 
mongst the earliest writei*s the genders of words, 
are sometimes compounded, this perhaps has. 
happened in the last-mentioned woi k, since we 
learn from Varro, that Heaven and Eaith were 
represented in the mysteries of the Cabin, as of 
different sexes. 

In Hesychius it is evident that Kelnns equally sig- 
nified one of these DaAyli Idaei, or a child.— 
Kelmas signified the skin of a fawn. These 
words then related to the tender youth of the 
Cadmillus of Samothrace, and the lacchus of 
Eleusis, both icpresenting the Horns of E- 
gypt, to which Kelmts might with both corre* 
spond. This conjecture is the better founded as 
amongst the other names given byPausanias 
i to the DaCtyli, that of Jasion occurs, which 
corresponds to the lacchus of the Cretans ; 
to Priapus, on account of the Phallus consecra- 
ted to him, and to Paeonius the same with lac- 
chus, or, in the language of the propbane, jOi- 
onysius Hercules and Efumedes were aff- 
mitted in the list, but as expressive only of 
strength and prudence, attributes of Acmon, 
of Heaven Idas Xnd Acesidas are merely epi- 
thets or surnames from places inhabited by the 
idaClyli. It was only on the introduction of fo- 
reign worship that Ktlmh Was ranked amongst 
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the Dadlylic divinities, as was Cadmillus with 
those of Samothrace. 

To this era succeeded a third, that of the Apo- 
theosis. Acmon, Damnamneus, and Kelms were 
• then regarded, according to Stesiinbrotus in 
his book on the mysteries, as the son of Jupi- 
ter and the Nymph Ida, because the god hav- 
ing ordered his nurses to throw behind them 
some dust fi om tlie mountain, caused the Dac- 
tyli Idaei to be formed ot it. This allegoric 
fable which was explained to the initiated, was 
not tlie only one. A second represented tlicse 
Da6lyh as produced by the imposition of the 
hands of Ops upon Mount Ida, when the god- 
dess betook herself to Crete The allegory is 
obvious and easily explained. In gratitude tor 
their inventions, the tirst inhabitants of Ida at- 
tained at length to divine honours, and were 
regarded as Lares and particular divinities. — 
But their worship was never so extended as that 
of tlie Cabin, who at last were considered as 
Dmcouroi. The condition of the Daftyli cor- 
responded more neaily with that of the C«- 
rctes. 

DACTYLOMANTIA, a species of divination pi 
enchantment effe6ted by means ot a ring, like 
the ring of Gyges 

DADES See Daidts. 

DADUCHI, priests of Ceres. That goddess hav- 
ing lost her daughter Proserpine, began to 
search for her at the beginning of the night, 
and in order to do this with success, she lighed 
torches at Mount Aetna, and thus set forth on 
the discovery ; for which reason Ceres is al- 
ways represented with a lighted torch in her 
hand. In commemoration of this exploit, it 
became a custom with her priests, in the feasts 
and sacrifices of this goddess, to run about in 
her temple with torches after this manner , one 
of them took alighted torch from off’ the altai, 
and holding it in his hand, ran with it to a cer- 
tain part of the temple, where he gave it to an- 
other, saying to him, Ttbt trado , this second 
ran after like manner to another place of the 
temple, and gave the torch to a third, he to a 
fourth, and so of all the rest. From this ce- 
remony the priests became denominated Dadii- 
chi, that is, torcb-beanrs, from i»t, an utiStums 
and rhinous veood, as pine, fir, &c. whereof the 
ancients made torches, and t^u, I have, I bold. 

4 


DAEDALION, son of Lucifer, brother to Ceyx, 
and father of Philonis, was so afflidted at the 
death of Philonis, who was killed Diana, 
that he threw himself from the top of Parnassus, 
and was changed by Apollo to a falcon. 

DAEDALUS, son of Hymetion, grandson of 
Eumolpus, oi Eupalamus, and great-grandson 
of Erectheus, king of Athens, or son of Eupa>- 
lanuib, urroiding to Ovid, was, without con- 
troversy, the most skiUul artist Athens or 
Greece ever jiroduced , an able architeft, an 
ingenious statuary, who invented several in- 
struments in thohic two ai ts, such as tlie hatchet, 
level, wimble, &c To him is also ascribed 
the glory of having fii*st made sail-yards for 
ships, and of introducing sails instead of oars ; 
but nothing signalized him so much as his ex- 
cellence in statuary, in which he arrived to 
such a pitch, th.it his statues were said to be 
animated, to see, to roll their eyes, to walk, 
nay, would fly away unless they were chained 
But his misfortunes, as remarked by Pausanias 
and Diodoi us Siculus, rendered him not less 
conh]>i( nous tli.in his celebrated works. He had 
Iibeially educated Talus, son of his sister Per- 
dix, and the young man made such pi oficiency 
under him, that he likewise invented several 
vciy uschil instillments, the first of which was 
the potter’s wheel. Next, having found a ser- 
jicnt’s bone, and cut with it a small piece of 
wood, he tried to imitate the ruggedness of its 
edge in iron, and thus discovered the saw. In 
a word, Irom Talus is derived the turning- 
wheel, and a number of other inventions.— 
These successes of the nephew raised the jea- 
lousy of Daedalus, who, fearing his reputation 
would one day be eclipsed, caused Talus to 
be secretly put to death ; some say he threw the 
youth over a window ; and having told one of 
his friends that he had been burying a serpent, 
his crime was thereby detected, as we learn 
from Diodorus Siculus, who remarks, that tlie 
same animal which had given Talus occasion to 
invent the saw', the obje^t of his uncle’s jealousy, 

served also to dcte6l the author of his death 

This Talus is by many authors called Perdix, 
and under this name Ovid sa^s that Minerva 
pitied him, and, before he fell to the ground, 
turned him into a partridge. Both Diodorus 
and Apollodorus relate, that the Areopugus 
Ee 2 
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of Athens condemned Daedalus capitally ; but 
Servius says it was only to perpetual banish- 
ment' Be this how it may, Daedalus secretly 
withdrew from Athens, and retired to the 
island of Crete, (carrying with him his son Ica- 
rus) where king Minos, overjoyed to have a 
man so celebrated, gave him a very favourable 
reception. It was during his retreat in this 
island that he built inGnossus the famous Laby- 
rinth which has been so much talked of, and in 
which he and his son are said to have been shut 
up, because he had assisted Pasiphae, wife of 
Minos, in her base amours • he, however, made 
himself and his son wings, with wax and fea- 
thers of birds, and fastening these wings to his 
shoulders, effefted his own escape from Crete ; 
but his son not observing his direftions, fell 
into the sea, and was drowned Some say Dae- 
dalus fled to Sicily, others to Cocalus, king of 
Egypt, who caused him to be sufffacated in a 
stove, to avoid, on account of him, the resent- 
ment of Minos. He executed at Memphis some 
extraordinary works, where, after his death, 
the inhabitants paid him divine honours. 

Fausanias speaks of some wooden figures by this 
artist, existing in his time, which, though rude 
as to manual execution, had notwithstanding a 
commanding aspect, and divine expression , 
and Lucretius, to describe the plastic powers 
of vernal vegetatipn, forms an epithet from his 
name, and applies it to the Earth. 

— — Tibi snaveis daedala Tcllus 

Sunuiuttit flores. 

For Thee, her fragrant flowers the Earth 

Upsends. 

DAEMOGORGON, an imaginary divinity, under 
whose name the ancients w orshipped the system 
of Nature But see Demogorgon. 

DAEMON, a name assigned by the ancients to 
certain spirits, or genii, which are either be- 
neficent or injui ious The first notion of Dae- 
mons was brought from Chaldaea, whence it 
spread among the Egyptians, Persians, and 
Greeks. Pythagoras and Thales were the first 
who introduced Daemons into Greece’ Pluto 
imbibed the notion, and explained it more fully 
than the preceding philosophers. By Daemons 
he understood spirits inferior to gods, yet su- 
perior to men, which Inhabiting the middle re- 


gion of the air, kept up the communication be- 
tween the immortals and mortals, carrying the 
oflferings and prayers of men to the gods, and 
deliverihg the will of the gods to men. He, how- 
ever, allowed of none but good and beneficent 
Daemons, though his disciples afterwards, un- 
able to account for the origin of evil, adopted 
the other class, who were enemies to men — 
There is nothing more common in Heathen 
theology than these good and evil genii, and 
the same superstitious notion gained admission 
among the Israelites, by their intercourse with 
the Chaldaeans. By Daemon, notwithstanding, 
they did not mean the devil, or a Wicked spirit, 
they never took the word Daemon in that sense, 
till after perhaps the Babylonish captivity, if so 
soon. The word ixtitm is Greek. These Dae- 
mons w ere called by the Phoenicians Boa/im ; for 
they had one supreme being whom they called 
Baal and Moloch, and various inferior deities 
called Baalim, which are often mentioned in the 
Old Testament The first Daemon of the E- 
gyptians was Mercury, or Thaut. The same 
author finds some resemblance between the se- 
veral offices ascribed to the Daemons and those 
of the Messiah The Platonists distinguish be- 
twixt gods. Daemons, and heroes The gods 
are those whom Cicero calls Du majorum gen- 
tium, and Daemons those whom we call angels. 
Christians use the word in a bad sense, and un- 
derstand by it only evil spirits, or devils ; and 
the reason of this, as assigned by Minucius Fe- 
lix and others, is, because good spirits refuse 
the adoration of men, and evil spirits alone are 
the objects of idolatrous and false worship. A- 
puleius, defining the nature of Daemons, says, 
they have a rational soul, and an aerial body ; 
that they are immortal, and obnoxious to the 
same passions with men ; that predictions, au- 
guries, divinations, oracles, dreams, and ma- 
gii, belong to them. Justin Martyr speaks of 
thenatureof Angels and Daemon as if bethought 
them not absolutely spiritual and incorporeal, 
for which reason he attributes such actions to 
them as cannot be performed without the in- 
tervention of a body. He says that some of the 
angels, having received from God the govern- 
ment of the world, soon became prevaricators 
of his law, and by the commerce which they 
had with the posterity of Adam, engendered 
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Dvhat we call Daemons or devils ; in which sen- 
timent he was followed by many of the Fathers 
and ancient writers of the church. It was a 
fabulous notion among the ancient Hebrews 
that Adam begot Daemons and spirits. It be- 
ing difficvilt to obtain a satisfactory account of 
the Jewish Daemonology in its full extent, an 
expluiation of what was meant by the worship 
of Daemons, will be liable to some embarras- 
ment. According to the division of the Rab- 
bins, this was the last species of idolatry.—— 
There was a particular species of Daemons, 
as some learned men have imagined, to whom 
the Israelites offered sacrifice, and these were 
a sort of evil spirits which appeared in desart 
places, in the form of goats, and denominated 
in Scripture ScirwM, which properly so signifies: 
but it is doubte'd whether the Israelites were 
really guilty of this kind of idolatry if they 
were, it seems borrowed from the practice of 
the Egyptians, among whom the goat was held 
a sacred animal. ** The poets,” says Minucius 
Felix, "acknowledge the existence of Daemons; 
the philosophers make it a matter of dispute 
Socrates was convinced of it, for he had a Dae- 
mon always at hand, by whose advice he go- 
verned himself in all his aClions The Magi 
are not only acquainted with Daemons, but 
perform every magical operation by their aid. 
These impure spnits lie concealed under sta- 
tues and images, and by their influence acquii e 
the authority of a present deity, whilst they in- 
spire the priests, dwell in the temples, direCl 
the entrails of beasts and the flight of birds, 
and give out oracles involved in falsehood and 

ambiguity.” As to Socrates's Daemon, it 

was nothing more, according to Plutarch, but 
his own sneeztng, and that of others Accord- 
ing to the doctrine of the Mahometans, there 
are several kinds of Daemons • one sort is cal- 
led Ginn and Pen, and are the same as we call 
Hobgoblins and Fairies ; others are called Tit- 
coum, and are the Parcae or Destinies of the Pa- 
gans ; others are a kind of Medusae, Furies, 
and Spectres ; and, lastly, others are the Sebai- 
atbtn, i e. the devil, and his infernal troop — 
The miners of Hungary pretend, that while 
they -are at work in those subterraneous places, 
they often see Daemons or spirits in the shape 
of little negro boys, but that they do them no 


other mischief but now and then extinguishing 
their lamps. As these Daemons are supposed 
so necessary in the concerns of the deities, the 
article will not be deemed foreign to the pur- 
pose of this work. See Genii. 

daemon bonus, an appellative of Bacchus, 
to whose honour, in all feasts, the last glass was 
drank 

DAETOR, a Trojan slain by Teucer. 

DAGGIAL, the false Messiah, or Anti-christ of 
the Mahometans, who believe he will make 
his appearance mounted on an ass, in imita- 
tion of the true Messiah, who made his entry 
into Jerusalem seated on that animal. The 
word signifies a person who has but one eye 
and one eye-brow, such, as they suppose Anti- 
christ will be. They pretend he will come at 
the end of the world, and that Jesus Christ, 
who is not yet dead, will then fight with him, 
and put him to death 

DAGON, the false god of Ashdod, or, as the 
Greeks call it, Azotus. He is commonly re- 
presented as a monster, half man and half fish ; 
whence most learned men derive his name 
from Dag, a ^ib • those who describe him as 
the inventor of bread-corn, derive his name 
from the Hebrew Dagon, which signifies /r«- 
mentum, whence, Philo Biblius calls him Ziue 
Jupiter Atatnus. Dagon, according 
to some, was the same as Jupiter, according 
to others, Saturn ; and, to others, Venus It 
is certain the Egyptians worshipped Venus un- 
der the shape of a fish, because, in the war of 
Typhon against the gods, she lay hid in that 
form and Diodorus Siculus relates, that at 
Askclon, a famous city of the Philistines, Dcr- 
ceto, Dercetis,or Atcrgatis, (the same as Venus) 
was worshipped under the form of a woman, 
whose extremities terminated in a fish’s tail — 
There is an ancient fable, that Oannes, a crea- 
ture half man and half fish, rose out of the Red 
Sea, and came to Babylon, and having taught 
men several arts, returned again to the sea — 
Apollodorus relates, that four such, in seve- 
ral ages, had arisen from the Red Sea, of whom 
one was namnAOBacon, whence the learned Sel- 
den derives the appellative Dagon. As itis past 
dispute, that the gods of the Greeks and Latins 
came from the East, and particularly from 
Phoenicia, it is very probable that Dagon and 
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Neptune are one and the same deity. When 
the Philistines had taken the ark of God from 
the Hebrews, and brought it to the city of 
Ashdod, they placed it in the temple of Da- 
gon, clo.se by the image of that deity , but the 
next morning, on entering the temple, they 
found the idol fallen on its face, with its head 
and hands broken off This deity continued 
to have a temple at Ashdod, during all the ages 
of idolatry to the time of the Maccabees , for 
the author of the first book tells us, that " Jo- 
nathan, one of the Maccabees, having defeated 
the army of Apollonius, geneial of Demetrius, 
they fied to Azotus, and entered into Beth- 
Dagon, the temple of tbeir tdol, but that Jona- 
than set fire to Azotus, and burnt the temple 
of that god, and all those who fled into it.” — 
Bochart is of opinion, that the god Di^on was 
Japhet, the third son of Noah, and that they 
made him the divinity of the sea, because his 
lot, and that of his descendants, included the 
islands, peninsulas, and countries beyond the 
sea, or, according to La^antius, the continent 
of Europe Neptuno mantima omnia cum insults 
obvenerunt. Jurieu adds, that probably Noah 
himself may be concealed under Dagon, or 
Neptune, because the empire of the sea agrees 
perfeftly well with 'him, who floated several 
months on the waters of the deluge, and who 
alone escaped from the flood, by which the 
rest of mankind were destroyed Other au- 
thors, however, give a different account. Ac- 
cording to them Dagon was one of the most 
celebrated divinities of the Philistines ; if we 
may believe Sanchoniatho, of a very early ori- 
gin. Coelus, says that author, had many sons, 
and among the rest Dagon, so called from the 
word Dagon, which, in the Phoenician, signi- 
fies wheat As he was inventor of the plough, 
and taught men the use of corn for bread, he, 
after his death, was surnamed Jupiter Agrotis, 
or The Labourer, Saturn, when at war with 
Coelus, or Uranus, having made one of his 
wives prisoner, compelled her to marry Dagon, 
who, conformably to this idea, is no longer a 
god, half man and half fish, as the Rabbins 
imagined, but the god of com, the inventor 
of agriculture, who, on' that account, was dei- 
fied after his death. His name then comes not 
from the Hebrew wordDi^, ujisb, but is Phoe- 


nician, and in that language signifies wheat . — 
Some of the Rabbins confounding Dagon with 
Atergates, Derceto, or Dercetib, say, he was 
represented as a man in the upper parts of his 
body, and as a fish from his waist downwai'd , 
while others contend, that he had the form of 
a fish above, and an human figure below Some 
again allege, that he was all fish ; others, that 
his figure was hirnian from head to foot, and 
coincides with the account of him in Scripture, 
which mentions his bead, his hands, and his 
trunk , and if we add feet, as in t) e Septuagint* 
“ The bead, the bauds, and feet of the idol were 
found together, apart ft on the body ,*’ — ^we still 
have a human figure in all its paits. The 
Philistines had a great veneration fur Dagon, 
and his temples were magnificent, that which 
he had at Gaza must needs have been of consi- 
derable extent, since Sampson, pulling down 
the pillars that suppoi ted it, buried in its ruins 
more than three thousand men. The temple 
at Aroth was not less famous, whei c the mi- 
raculous ovei throw happened The head of 
Saul having been placed in a temple of the 
same god, and his arms in one of Astaroth, is 
an additional proof that Dagon and Astaroth 
were dillerent deities. 

DAIBOl H, an idol of the Japanese, has many 
temples ereiled to his honour, to wh ch vast 
ciowdb ot devotees and worshippeis resort — 
The access to the chief temple of this deity is 
through a kind of gateway, on cither side of 
which two monstious figures are eredted, with 
several arms, holding arrows, swords, and 
other oficnsive weapons. In the centre of the 
pagoda the idol is seated, after the Oriental 
fashion, on a table altar, raised but a little 
from the ground. He is of a monstrous height, 
and touches with his hand the roof of the tem- 
ple Some idea of his enormous bulk may be 
formed from his hands, which are longer than 
the body of an ordinary man. This idol has 
the breasts and face of a woman, and black 
locks, woolly, and crisped like a negro’s. He 
is encircled on all sides with gilded rays, on 
which are placed a great number of images re- 
presenting the inferior idols of the Japanese. 
On either hand are several others placed on 
pedestals, and crowned with a nimbus or glory. 
The altar he sits on is furnished with a pro- 
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{Vision of lighted lamps. The temple is sup- 
poited by wooden pillars, formed not accord- 
ing to any of the rules of architecture, but by 
trees in their natural state, as cut down in 
their woods or gardens, which gives the whole 
a romantic appearance. The frame work of 
the temple is painted red, and adjoining to it 
is a chapel, varnished all over without, where 
the sacrifices are pi epared, and where the peo- 
ple resort to worship, except on the greater 
festivals. The idol itself is described by Kemp- 
fer as gilt all over, with eai'^« very expan- 
sive, curled hair, a crown on its head, and a 
large stdn or Maze on its forehead , its neck 
and breasts are naked, its right hand is extend- 
ed, pointing to the hollow of its left, which rests 
supported on its belly. 

DAIDALA, two festivals in Boeotia, one of which 
was observed by the Plataeans at Alalcoinenos, 
where was the largest grove of any in Boeotia 
Here assembling, the people exposed m open 
air pieces of sodden flesh, carefully observing, 
whither the crows that came to prey upon them 
directed their flight. After this, the several 
trees upon which any of the birds had alighted, 
were hewed down, and foi med into statues , by 
the Greeks called Daidala, from the artificer 
Daidalus of Athens The other solemnity was 
far the greatest and most remarkable, being 
celebrated not only at Plataea, but in all the 
cities of Boeotia, once in sixty years, to com- 
memorate, and, as it were, compensate the in- 
termission of the lesser festival for that space 
of time, during which the Plataeans were m 
exile. In this solemnity there were always 
prepared fourteen Daidala, to be distributed by 
lot among the Plataeans, Coroneans, Thespians, 
Tanagracans, Chaeroneans, Orchomenians, Le- 
badeans, and Thebans ; because they promoted 
a reconciliation with the Plataeans, and were 
not only desirous of their recal from banish- 
ment, but contributed offerings to celebrate 
the festival, about the time when Thebes was 
restored by Cassander; nor did these cities 
only unite, but others of less note also joined 
in the solemnity, which was kept in the follow- 
ing manner A statue, habited like a woman 
«m the banks of the Asopus, was appointed to 
be carried by a second, dressed like a bride- 
maid, to the top of Mount Cithaeron, (followed 


by a train of Boeotians, who had places assign- 
ed them by lot), where an altar was eroded of 
square pieces of timber. Upon this, large quan- 
tities of combustible matter being laid, each of 
the cities, and wealthy individuals, oflered up 
a bull to Jupiter, and an ox or heifer to Juno, 
with plenty of wine and incense, whilst otheis 
less able to purchase such costly oblations, 
contributed vidims of sheep. The whole, to- 
gether with the Daidala, being raised in a 
heap, were set on fire, and not extinguished 
till the altar itself was consumed. The origin 
of the custom is said to have been a quarrel 
between Jupiter and Juno, in consequence of 
which the goddess retired to Euboea. The god, 
troubled at her departure, endeavoured, by all 
the aits of persuasion, to obtain her return, but 
finding his own attempts ineffcdual, he c<»i- 
sulted Cithaeron, king of the Plataeans, who 
had the greatest reputation for wisdom, on the 
means most likely to succeed. The expedient 
suggested was, that Jupiter should dress a 
statue in woman’s apjiorel, and having placed 
It in a chaiiot, report her to be Plataea, the 
daughter of Asopus, with whom he had con- 
trafled a mairiagc Tiie artifice succeeded, 
and Juno returned See Cttbaeroma. 

DAIDIS, an ancient Grecian solemnity, of three 

*days continuance, during which torches, called 
in Greek AaJit, were burnt, and which gave 
occasion to the name. On the first day were 
commemorated the labours of Latona,and birth 
of Apollo. The second was in memory ofCly- 
con and his nativity. The third was observed 
in honour of the marriage of Podalirius, and 
the mother of Alexander. 

DAIKOKU, a Japanese deity, to whom they 
hold themselves indebted for all the riches 
they enjoy. This idol is seated on a bale or 
sack of rice, holding a hammer, with which 
he strikes whatever he chooses, and whenever 
the stroke falls it is attended with plenty, such 
as immense riches, gay habits, and all the con- 
veniencies of life The bale of rice is the Ori- 
ental symbol of plenty itself. 

DAIPHANTUS, the Phocensian. See Elapbebolia, 

DAIPHRON, son of Aegyptus, killed by his 
wife. 

DAIRA, one of the Oceanides, mother of Elentis, 
1 by Mercury. 
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DAMAEUS, a surname of Neptune, of the same 
signification with Hippius, expressive of his e- 
questrian charadler 

DAMASICHTHON, son of Niobe and Amphion, 
was killed by Apollo and Diana. He was first 
shot in the leg, and, whilst stooping to extra6t 
the dart, received a mortal wound in the 
neck. 

DAMASISTRATUS, king of Plataea, buried 
Laius. 

DAMASTES, the same with Procrustes. See 
Procrustes. 

DAMASTORIDES, one of Penelope’s suitors, 
killed by Ulysses. 

DAM ASUS, a Trojan killed by Polypoetes. 

DAMATER. See Demter. 

DAMIA, a Pagan divinity so called. Her sa- 
crifice, which was always offered in private 
houses, with windows and doors shut, was call- 
ed Damium. No man, nor picture of a male, 
was sufiTered to be present, nor women to re- 
veal what passed. They spent nine days and 
nights in this festival, magnificently apparel- 
led ; danced, sung, and took what liberties they 
pleased. This Damia was said to be the wife 
of Faunus, and so chaste, that she never saw 
nor heard any other man than her own husband. 

DAMIUM. See Damia. 

DAMNAMENEUS. See Dadfyli Idaet. 

DANAE See Acrtsius Perseus, 

DANAEIUS HERDS, Perseus, son of Jupiter 
and Danae 

DANAI, a name given to the people of Argos, 
and the Greeks at large, from Danaus. 

DANAIDES. SeeBeltdes. 

DANAUS, king of Argos, was, according to 
some authors, on Egyptian, and brother of Ra- 
niasses , or, according to others, of Aegyptus 
After having reigned nine years jointly with 
his brother, he, it is said, was forced to seek 
an asylum in the countiy of Argos, where, ex- 
pelling Sthenelus, king of the Argives, he ru- 
led that people, about 1476 years before the 
Christian era. Danaus had fifty daughters, 
and his brother Aegyptus as many sons. A 
quarrel having subsisted between the two bro- 
thers, which had forced Danaus to retire to 
Argos, it was proposed to bring about a re- 
conciliation, by marrying the daughters of Da- 
naus to the sons of Aegyptus. The nuptitds 


were accordingly celebrated ; but Danaus be- 
ing informed by the oracle, that he should be 
dethroned by one of his 'sons-in-law, ordered 
each of his daughters to murder her husband 
on the night of their wedding. This was ac- 
cordingly done, except in the instance of Hy- 
permnestra, who, by saving the life of her hus- 
band Lynceus, was the means of fulfilling the 
predidlion of the oracle. 

DANAUS, son of Pilumnus and Danae, and fa- 
ther of Tumus. See Ptlumtms. 

DANCING AND DANCERS. See Bacebae, Bap- 
tae, Corybantes, DaByli Idaet, &c. Under this 
article it may be remarked, that nothing is 
more conspicuous in the representations of 
female dancers by the ancients, (the Bacchae 
excepted, as the subjedl precludes it) than an 
air of decent and graceful modesty. It has 
been thought by some, that the earliest artists 
caught the attitudes and action of their figures 
from the ancient dances, whilst the dancers 
of later times, in their turn, made statues their 
models. The justice of this observation may 
be seen in many statues of women lightly 
clothed, most of which, without girdle or at- 
tribute, are represented as executing a modest 
dance , insomuch, that those which want arms 
discover by their attitudes, that with one hand 
they gently held the drapery on their shoulders, 
whilst, with the other, they prevented its ex- 
posing their hips. Compositions of this kind 
gives expression and significance to figures ; 
and as several of these statues have an ideal 
head, they may represent Era/o andTerpstebore, 
the two Muses which more particularly preside 
over dancing. Statues of this sort may be seen 
in the Villas Medici, Albani, &c. Two such 
figures of the natural size are preserved in the 
Villa Ludovici, and several statues of Hercula- 
neum, but with heads which are not ideal ; an- 
other over the entrance of the Caraffb Colo- 
brano palace at Naples, hath a head qf sublime 
beauty, crowned with flowers. These statues, 
according to a custom which prevailed amongst 
the Greeks, were probably erected to beautiful 
dancers. Amongst the most beautiful pi6tures 
of Herculaneum are those of the Dancers, 
Nymphs, and Centaurs, on a black ground, 
which seem to have been caught by it in all the 
fire of creative genius. 3 
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DANIUS. &BtTby§Aer, | kurel, was the foundation of thts fable, whilst 

DANUBKJS, the Dmabe, a river deity, on ame- GyraldUs and others contend, that Daphne was 

dal of is exhibited sitting with bis um, so called from focty out ; because the 

and distinguiahed by a huge veil floating over laurel, as it burns, makes a crackling nmae ; 
his head; but the finest figure of hhn is on the and this tree being consecrated to Apollo, 

Column''‘i9rTh«^ at Rome. Hp is," says thence gave rise to the fable. 

Mr. Spence, one of the first figures on that DAPHNEFHAGOI, Uturel-eMirs^ a title of those 
column, very near tiie base, and appears there, diviners, who, before they render their respon- 

from the waist upward, rising out of his stream, ses, eat laurel leaves, to obtain a communica- 

toshew his duty to the Romans, and to sup.' tion from Apollo, the laurel being sacred to 

port the bridge of boats they had liud over it. him. 

This is not expressed in BartoU's edition of the ' DAI^NEPHORIA, a novennial festival, cele< 


Columna Trtyana, but on the column itself 
you may discmn 'the h«id of the god, though 
partly coveafed with the water, is stretched 
quite to the bridge, and some way under it, as 
willing to support it.” 

DAOLA, a Tonquinese idol, who presides over 
tiavellers. 

DAOULIS, a solemnity at Argos, in which was 
represented the combat of Praetus and Acn- 
sius 

DAPALIS, an epithet of Jupiter, from the great 
festivals in honour of ium. 

DAPHNAEUS, a surname of Apollo Diana 
was alsosurnamed Dapbnaea, or Dapbnia 

DAPHNE, daughter of the river Peneus, a vir- 
gin of Thessaly, was beloved of Apollo, but 
prepossessed in favour of Lucippus, a youth of 
her own age Apollo, to be revenged on his 
rival, induced him to disguise himself as a 
virgin, and attend them when they bathed ; 
but they, on a detection of the deceit, stabbed 
him. After' this, the god pursued Daphne, 
who fled to preserve her chastity ; but finding 
herself unable to escape, and being exhausted 
with fatigue, on supplicating the other divi- 
nities, she was suddenly changed to a laurel 
Apollo immediately consecrated its leaves to 
bind his temples, and appointed that tree the 
reward of poetry. A story has been trans- 

mitted of the laurel, .which deserves admiration 
rather than credit ; it is, that a certain painter 
attempted to paint the picture of Apollo upon 
a table of thia wood, but that the laurel would 
not sifiTer the colours to stick on it, as abhor- 
rent of the violence the god had intended,-no 
less than if animated by Daphne herself. Some 
authors maintain, that the etymology of 
Daphne’s name, wliich in Greek signifies a 
Vol. /. 


brated by the Boeotians in honour of Apollo. 
The solemnity consisted in adorning an olive 
brrnich, with garlands of laurel, and various 
sorts of flowers, upon the top of which was 
placed a globe of brass, whilst other less globes 
hung from it. About the middle of it were 
fixed purple crowns, with a gloiie smaller than 
that at tlie top, whilst the bottom was covered 
with a safii on -coloured garment. The upper- 
most globe was an emblem of Apollo, or the 
Sun ; that placed diametrically under it, sig- 
nified the Moon , the lesser globes represented 
the Stars ; and the crowns, being sixty-five’m 
number, were types of the Sun’s annual revo- 
lution. The bough, thus adorned, was carried 
in procession by a boy of a beautiful cotinCe- 
nance, and good family, whose parents were 
living: he was apparelled in a sumptuous gar* 
ment reaching down to his ancles, his hair 
loose and dtshevelled, on his head a crown ol 
geld; and upon his feet shoes called Iphicra- 
tidae, from Iphicrates, the Athenian, who in- 
vented them it was his duty to execute, at that 
time, the priest’s office , and he was honoured 
with the title of Daphnephoros, that is, the lau- 
rel‘bearer. Before him went one of his nearest 
relations, bearing a rod adorned with garlands, 
after him followed a choir of virgins, with 
branches in their hands ; and in this ordei they 
proceeded to the temple of Apollo, surnamed 
kmenius and Galaxitis, where they sung sup- 
plicatory hymns to the god. This solemnity 
was instituted on the following account : The 
Aeolians inhabiting Arne and the adjacent ter- 
ritory, being advised by an oracle to relinc^uish 
their ancient seats, and seek their fortunes, 
made ah invasion upon the Thebans, who^ at 
the same time wo'c besieged by the Pelasgians: 
4 Ff 



ilg DAR PANTHEON. DAY 


this happening near the time of Apollo’s festi- 
val, which was religiously observed by both 
nations, a cessation of arms was agreed to ; ac- 
cordingly, one party having cut down laurel 
boughs on Helicon, and the other near the ri- 
ver Melos, mutually bore them in the custo- 
maiy manner to the temple of Apollo. On 
the same day there appeared in a dream to 
Polemetas, General of the Boeotian forces, a 
young man who presented him with a complete 
suitoi armour, and commanded that every ninth 
yeai tlie Boeotians should make solemn pray- 
ers to Apollo, with laurel in their hands. A- 
bout three days after this vision, the General 
sallied forth on his assailants with such success, 
that they were forced to quit their enterprize ; 
hence the festival was instituted m honour of 
Apollo. The Jews have something like this in 
their celebration of the feast of Tabernacles ; 
they carry boughs in their hands during th6 
performance of the sacred songs , a ceremony, 
no doubt, derived to them from their ances- 
tors, who, as Maimonides informs us, when 
they celebrated that feast, entered into the tem- 
ple with dances, rods shaken, songs, cymbals, 
and psalteries. 

DAPHNIS of this name there were several • — 
One, a Sicilian shepherd, son of Mercuiy and 
a Nymph, who was brought up by the Nymphs 
her companions, taught to sing and play on the 
pipe by Pan, and inspired with the love of poesy 
by the Muses. He was supposed to have been 
the first who excelled in pastorals, and so 
thorough a sportsman, that his dogs died for 
grief at his death. 

Another, according to others, though Ovid says 
the same, being in love, and having obtained 
that whether himself, or the object of his pas- 
sion might first break their vow, the offender 
should be punished with blindness, forgetting 
his oath, was deprived of his sight, and, be- 
sides turned into a rock. 

Another Daphnis was son of Paris and Oenone. 

DARDANIA : Troy at first obtained this name 
from Dardanus, its founder, and first king. 

DARDANIDES, a patronymic of the Trojans, 
from Dardanus the founder of Troy. 

DARDANUS, son of Jupiter and EleAra, flying 
from his country, came into the region border- 
ing on the Hellespont, where he built the city 


Dardanus, or Troy, and to the country gave 
the name of Dardania. He is said to have in- 
troduced the Samothracian rites into Phrygia, 
where Cy bele was admitted into the order of the 
gods. See Cybele. 

Of this name also was a son of Priam, who was 
killed b^ore Troy by Achilles. 

DARES, a priest of Vulcan, father of two Tro- 
jan chiefs. 

Also a boasting Trojan, whom Entellus beat, and 
Turnus killed. 

DARKNESS, one of the children of Nox and E- 
rebus. 

DARON, a festival of which nothing remains but 
the name, preserved by Hesychius. If the con- 
jecture of Meursius deserve any credit, it is 
not improbable that it belonged to one Darron, 
who, as the same Grammarian informs us, was 
worshipped by the Macedonians, and thought 
to restore health to sick persons. 

DASCYLUS, son of Lychus, king of the Mart 
andyni, conducted the Argonauts in their 
voyage towards Colchis, as far as the river 
Thermodon. 

DAULIS, a Nymph from whom the city of Dau. 
lis, in Phocis, is said to have been called. It 
was here that Philomela and Procne fed Tereus 
with the flesh of his son, whence Philomela ob> 
tained the surname of Daultas. 

DAUNIA DEA, and DAUNIUS HERDS, Ju- 
turna and Turn us, daughter and sem of Dau- 
nus. 

DAUNUS, son of Pilumnus and Dance, came 
from Illyricum to Apulia, and reigned over 
part of the country which from him was called 
Daunia. He had a son of the same name, who 
married Vemlia, by whom he was father of 
Turnus, king of the Rutilians. 

DAY. ** The Day,” says Mr. Spence, *• and 
perhaps every day in the year, was looked on 
as a divinity, and represented personally, and 
that sometimes like Sol, in a chariot. There 
was a distinction that prevailed very early a- 
mong the Romans, of the civil and the natural 
Day. The natural Day was most commonly 
reckoned from sun-rise to sun-set ; the civil 
Day from midnight to midnight again. Virgil, 
in speaking personally of the latter, calls it 
Oriens, a name that was not much used in his 
time, but which he, as a professed lover of an- 
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tiquity, and of their ancient words, chose to 
use, where it was more proper than Sol, or 
even Dies, would have been. 

DEA SYRIA, a name of Venus among the Si- 
donians, who worshipped her under this appel- 
lation, in the figure of a star they also called 
her Astartc. See Astatic. 

DEATH, OR MORS Nox, or Night, was the 
most ancient of the deities, Orpheus ascribing 
to her the generation of gods and men. She 
was even reckoned older than Chaos, with 
whom Hesiod begins his genealogy of the gods. 
She had a numerous ofSipring, many of whom 
she bore without a father, and among these 
Moi*s, or Death, who is the most powerful mi- 
nister of the infernal deities, as he brings all 
mortals down to the river Acheron. It is said 
that her mother Nox bestowed peculiar care on 
her education, and that Death had a great af- 
feftion for her brother Somnus, or Sleep A- 
inong the Eleans there was a temple with the 
statue of a woman holding in either hand a 
sleeping boy, with their legs distorted , that 
in her light was white, to signify Sleep , that 
m her left black, to represent Death ; whilst 
the female that fostered them was Night. No 
sacrifices, no temples, no ceremonies, no priests, 
were appointed for Death, because she was 
looked upon as ap inexorable deity, whom no 
prayers could move, no sacrifices pacify. This 
goddess, however, was considered as si^nt to 
mankind to terminate all their evils , and is as 
much to be deified by the good, when the law's 
of nature permit her approach, as dieaded by 
those whom she surprizes involved in their 
guilt “ The figures of Mors, or Death,” says 
Mr. Spence, arc very uncommon, as indeed 
those of the evil and hurtful beings are in ge- 
neial they were banished from all medals ; on 
seals and lings they were probably considered 
as bad omens, and were perhaps never used — 
As for pidlures, they might be introduced there 
on many occasions, but we have so few remain- 
ing to us of the ancient paintings, that we ran 
expe£t but little assistance from that quarter. 
Among the very few figures of Mors I have 
ever met with, that in the Florentine gallery 
is, I think, the most remarkable it is a little 
figure, in brass, of a skeleton, as sitting on the 
ground, and resting one of his hands on a long 


um. I fancy Mors was common enough in 
the paintings of old, because she is so frequent- 
ly mentioned in a descriptive manner by the 
Roman poets, who, by the way, sometimes 
make a distindlion between Lethum and Mors, 
which the poverty of our language will not al- 
low us to express, and which it is even difficult 
enough to conceive perhaps they meant by 
Lethum that general principle or source of mor- 
tality which they supposed to have its proper 
residence in hell, and by Mom, or Mortes, 
(for they had seveial of them) the immediate 
cause of each particular instance of mortality 
on our earth Tlie face of Mors, when they 
gave her any face, (and the painters probably 
represented her sometimes with a very meagre 
body, as well as like an absolute skeleton ) seems 
to have been of a pale, wan, dead colour. The 
poets describe her as ravenous, treacherous, and 
furious. They speak of her roving about open 
mouthed, and as ready to swallow up all that 
comes m her way . they seem to give her black 
robes and dark wings, and represent her often 
as of an enoimous sue Statius gives her arms 
too, and in pai ticular a sword, like a destroy- 
ing angel, for it is where he is describing a pes- 
tilence As the ancients had more hoi rid and 
gloomy notions of Death than we have at pre- 
sent, most of their descriptions of Mors are of a 
, most frightful and dismal turn They some- 
times describe her as coming to the doors of 
mortals, and thundering at tliem, to demand 
the debt which they owe her ; sometimes as ap- 
proaching to their bed-sides, and leaning over 
them ; and sometimes as pursuing her prey, 
or as hovering in the air, and ready to make a 
stoop upon it. She is also represented by them 
as pursuing men with a net, as catching them, 
and as dragging them to their tombs Statius 
speaks of Mors like Quies , but of all his pic- 
tures of this deity the most particular, I think, 
is where he repiesents her as standing by the 
bed-side of a youth just in the flower of his age, 
accompanied by Envy and Vengeance. These 
horrid deities shew a great deal of friendship to 
one another in the execution of their cruel of- 
fices, and Vengeance, in particular, after hav- 
ing embraced the goddess of death, seems, ac- 
cording to his account, to take the fatal net 
out of her hand,and to perform herofficefor her.” 
Ff 2 
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DEBIS, a Japanese idol, represented in the hu- 
man form of gigantic stature, in an image of 
brass, but without a temple or pagoda ; for he 
is placed on the most conspicuous part of a 
high road. This idol Is visited by young wo- 
men, to inquire when they shall have husbands, 
and as the image itself is hollow, a priest within 
answers the questions proposed. The inquirer, 
who IS seldom suffered to depart in despair, ge- 
nerally leaves some gratuity to acknowledge 
her gratitude, as she doubts not having had a 
communication with the god 

DECEIT, one of the children ofNox and Erebus 

DECELUS, a person who informed Castor and 
Pollux that Helen, who had been carried off 
by Theseus, was concealed at Aphidnae. 

DECEMVIRI. See Qum&ecemvtri. 

DECENNALIA, ancient Roman festivals, cele- 
brated by the emperore every tenth year of 
their reign, with sacrifices, games, largesses 
to the people, &c Augustus introduced these 
solemnities, and his successors followed the ex- 
ample At the same time the people offered up 
vows for the emperor, and the perpetuity of 
his empire, called Fo'a Decennalia. From the 
time of Antoninus Pius we find these ceremo- 
nies marked on medals, Primi Decennales. Se- 
cuNDi Decennales Vota Sol Decen. II Vo- 
TA SusCEP. Decen III. These vows must have 
been made at the beginning of every tenth 
year, for on a medal of Pertinax, who reigned 
scarcely four months, we find Vota Decen. 
and VoTis Decennalibus Struvius is of opi- 
nion that these vows took place of those which 
the Censor used to make in the times of the re- 
public, for its piosperity and preservation — 
They were not only offered in behalf of the 
prince, but also of the state, as may be obser- 
ved from Dio, and Pliny the Younger. The 
aim of Augustus in establishing the Decenna- 
lia, was to preserve the empire and the sove- 
reign power, without offence to, or restraint 
from, the people ; for, during the celebration 
of this feast, that prince used to surrender all 
his authority into their hands, and they, in re- 
turn, delighted at his goodness, immediately 
restored it to him. 

DEXIMA, the name of one of the Fates among 
the Romans. 

DEDICATION, the aft of consecrating a tern- 


jde, altar, statue, ]dace, ftc. to the honour of 
some deity. The praftice of Dedications is very 
ancient, both among the worshippers of the 
true God, and the Heathens. The Hebrews 
call it bbatmebab, mitiatwn, which the Greek 
translators render BSiuutM and ETxamvfttf, renova- 
tion. In Scripture we meet with Dedications of 
the tabernacle, of altars, of the first and se- 
cond temple, and even of the houses of private 
persons. There are also Dedications of ves- 
sels ; the garments of the priests and Levites, 
and even of their persons. Under the Christian 
dispensation we call the like ceremonies Conse- 
crations, Benediftions, Ordinations, &c not 
Dedications. Among the Romans, the Dedi- 
cation of temples belonged to the greater ma- 
gistrates, the consuls, praetors, or censors, in 
the time of the commonwealth ; and to the em- 
perors, during the monarchial government — 
According to the Papyrian law, the Dedication 
was to be authorised by the senate and people, 
with consent of the college of Augurs. The 
ceremony consisted in surrounding the temple, 
&c with garlands of flowers, whilst the Vestal 
virgins, bearing olive branches, sprinkled the 
outside of the temple with lustral or holy wa- 
ter the magistrate then held with one hand 
the side- post of the gate, and the pontiff, calling 
him by his name, repeated these woi ds : Ades, 
Ades^ dum dedico templim boc, ut mibt ptaceaUi, 
postemque teneatis whence this part of the cere- 
mony was called postern tenere, or apprebendere. 
When the pontiff had pronounced aloud the 
form of Dedication, the consecrating magis- 
trate repeated it after him • hence the phrase 
Solemnia verba, praeeunte pont'^ce, ^aru The 
court of the temple was next consecrated, by 
sacrificing an animal, whose entrails were laid 
on an altar of green turf. The temple thus de- 
dicated, acquired the appellation of Augustum, 
and it was usual to fix up an inscription ex- 
pressing the name and quality of the peison de- 
dicating, and the year of the dedication The 
statue of the god or goddess to whom the tem- 
ple was dedicated, being anointed with some 
rich ointment, was laid upon a bed of state. — 
The populace, on this occasion, were enter- 
tained with plays, games, and feasts , and the 
solemnity was annually commemorated, like 
the birth-days of princes, or the building of 



DED PANTHEON. DEI 221 


towns. Tacitus gives an account of the cere- 
mony of the Dedication of the Capitoh made 
by order of Vespasian, which is here quoted as 
a particular instance of the general practice — 
" In clear and serene weather,” says he, ** they 
surrounded the scite of the temple with gar- 
lands and sacred fillets, and caused those sol- 
diei’s whose names were of good omen to enter 
it, with branches from such trees as were ac- 
ceptable to the gods, then the Vestal Virgins, 
attended by children of both sexes, whose pa- 
rents were living, purified the place with spring 
and river- water , the Praetor, preceded by the 
Pontiff, next offered a swine, a sheep, and a 
bull, and having laid the entrails of the victims 
upon turf, prayed to Jupiter, Juno, Miner- 
va, and the other tutelary gods of the em- 
pire, to bless and complete the habitation which 
the piety of men was dedicating to their gloiy 
he then touched the sacred fillets with which 
the fimt stone was ornamented, and the rope 
fastened to draw it, whilst the priests and ma- 
gistrates, with the whole senate, the eques- 
trian order, and the greatest part of the people, 
all uniting, drew it to its place, with acclama- 
tionsof joy ; having covered the ground beneath 
it with coins of silver and gold, and pieces of 
unfused ore ” Selden says the pra6tice of de 
dicating was derived from the Jews to the Hea- 
thens , Spenser, on the contrary, ascribes the 
Dedications of the Jews to Pagan original , and 
he remarks, that the former were more sparing 
in these religious ceremonies before the Baby- 
lonish captivity than after it The justice, 
however, of the latter position, will by no means 
establish the former. The priority of these de- 
dicatory rites may, in some measure, be in- 
feired from comparing the Jewish with the 
Heathen. The dedications of their temple by 
the former were your; the first on its comple- 
tion by Solomon ; the second, on its re-edifi- 
cation by Zorobabel, after the return of the 
nation from Babylon ; the third, on its purifi- 
cation by Judas Machabaeus (which was the 
origin of their anniversary festival), and the 
fourth, on its reparation by Herod. The ce- 
remonies observed on these occasions may be 
seen I. Kings, viii. 2 Chron. vii 1. Eicra, vi. 
1 Mac. iv. 2. Mac. x. Joseph. Antiq. xv, 14. 
——•See Consecration, 


DEIANIRA OR DEJANIRA, daughter of Oe. 
ncus, king of Aetolia, was betrothed to Achc- 
lous, but won from him, in a wrestling match, 
by Hercules, who immediately made her his 
wife. To him she bore several children, of 
whom the most known is Hyllus. Travelling 
through Actolid with Hercules, they were stop- 
ped in their progress by the river Evenus, but 
Nessus tlie Centaur offering his service to carry 
them over, she was committed to his care. No 
sooner, however, had the monster arrived, than 
he attempted to violate her, m the sight of her 
husband . Hercules, to revenge the insult, drew 
on him from the opposite bank, and pierced him 
with an arrow dipped in the blood of the Hy- 
dra, the poison of which was incurable. Nessus 
pretendingcontrition,gaveDeianirahis garment 
stained with blood, as a suic icmedy, if worn 
by her husband, against his pro^g unfaithful 
Hercules, some ycais aftci, having subdued 
Oechalia, fell in love with lole, daughter of Eu- 
rytus the king, a fair captive, whom he brought 
to Euboea, and whence, whilst he was laising 
an altar to J iipiter from his viftory, he desjiatch- 
ed Lichas, or Ljnis, to cany Dcianira the 
news, and mioini her of his approach. The 
piincess, at the icpojt of the messenger, sus- 
pecting hep husband’s fidelity, sent him, as a 
piesciit, the gai nicnt of Nessus , but no sooner 
had he put it on, than he was seized by a fever- 
ish delirium, attended with excruciating tor- 
ments. In the paroxysm of his disorder he 
slew his friend, as related under the article Li- 
chas, and letiring to Mount Oeta, there erect- 
ed a pile of wood, which, after having kindled, 
he threw himsclt upon, and miserably perished 
in the flames Deianira, through grief, des- 
patched herself with his club, leaving only 
one daughter, named Macaria.— — It is rela- 
ted by some, that Baeas, who first set fire to 
the pile, became master of the hero's arrows, 
blit the more common opinion is that Philoc- 
tetes acquired them. 

DEICOON, son of Heicules and Megara. 

Also a Trojan Prince, the friend of Aeneas, killed 
by Agamemnon 

DEIDAMIA, daughter of Lycomedes, king of 
Scy ros, and mother of Pyrrhus, or Neoptolemus, 
by Achilles, who lay disguised in female attire at 
the court of her father, under the name of Py r riia. 
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Hippodamia, daughter of Adrastus^ king of Ar- 
gos, was likewise called Deidanua. 

DEIFICATION Ste Apotheosis, 

DEILEON, companion of Hercules in his expe- 
dition against the Amazons See Autolycbus 

DEIMACHUS, son of Neleus and Chloris, was 
killed by Neptune 

The father of Enarette was also of this name. 

DEIOCHUS, a Grecian leader, killed by Paris 
before Troy. 

DEIONE, mother of Miletus, by Apollo 

DEIONEUS, king of Phocis, and husband of 
Diomede, daughter of Xuthus, by whom he 
had Dia Having given his daughter, in consi- 
deration of a valuable present from Ixion, in 
marriage to him, and calling on his son-in-law 
for it, was thrown by Ixion into a cavern of 
fire. 

DEIONIDES, Miletus, so called from his mo- 
ther. 

DEIOPEIA. a Nymph, and the fairest of the 
fourteen who waited on Juno, was promised by 
the goddess to Aeolus, on condition, he would 
destroy the fleet of Aeneas. 

DEIOPIS, a Trojan slain by Ulysses, in the Iliad. 

DEIPHELE See Detpbyle. 

DEIPHOBE, daughter of Glaucus, called the 
Sybil of Cuma, was the conduAress of Aeneas 
to the regions below. 

DEIPHOBUS, son of Priam and Hecuba ; ac- 
cording to Virgil, married the beautiful Helen 
after the death of Pans, but was betiayed by 
her to Menelaus, her former husband, who 
shamefully mutilated and killed him. 

Another Deiphobus, son of Hippolytus, is said to 
have purified Hercules after he had murdered 
Iphitus 

DEIPHON, was son, according to some, and to 
others, brother of Triptolamus, son of Celeus 
and Metanira; or, as a third party pretend, 
son of Hipothoon. When Ceres travelled in 
search of her daughter, stopped at the court of 
bis father, and undertook the bringing of him 
up To reward the hospitality of his father, 
the goddess intended to make him immortal, 
and with this view placed him upon burning 
coals to purify him from every terrene particle 
The uncommon growth of the child surprising 
his mother,8he was anxious to discover by what 
means he attained it, and with this view watch- 


ed the treatment of the goddess. Terrified, 
however, to see her son committed to the 
flames, she uttered such shrieks as interrupted 
the mysterious operation, and occasioned the 
child to be consumed. 

Another Diifpboe was husband of Hyrnetho, daugh- 
ter ofTemenus.kingof Argos. 

DEIPYLUS, son of Sthenelus, and friend of Ca- 
paneus, whom he followed to the siege of 
Troy. 

DEIPYRUS, a Grecian chief, killed by Helenua, 
the son of Priam. 

DEJATURUS. See Augury. 

DEITIES. The Greeks and Latins did not mean 
by the name of God an all-perfedl being, of 
whom eternity, infinity, omnipresence, &c. 
were the essential attributes , with them the 
word implied only an excellent and superior 
nature, and accordingly they gave the appel- 
lation Gods to all existences who were of a rank 
or class higher and more perfect than man — 
Thus men themselves, according to their sys- 
tem, might become deities after death, inas- 
much as their souls might attain a degree of 
excellence superior to what they were capable 
of m life The first divines. Father Bossu ob- 
serves, were the poets ; the tw'o functions, 
though now separated, were originally com- 
bined, or rather, were the same but the great 
variety of attributes in God, that is, the num- 
ber of relations, capacities, and circumstances, 
in which they had occasion to consider him, 
put these poets, &c. under the necessity of 
making a partition, and of separating the di- 
vine attributes into several persons, because 
the human mind was inadequate to the con- 
ception of so much power and action in the 
simplicity of one single divine nature. Thus 
the omnipotence of God came to be repre- 
sented under the person and appellation of 
Jupiter ; the wisdom of God under that of Mi- 
nerva , the justice of God under that of Juno, 
&c. The first idols or false deities said to have 
been adored were, the Sun, Stars, Moon, &c. 
in respedt of the heat, light, and other bene- 
fits which they conferred. Afterwards the 
Earth came to be deified, as furnishing fruits 
necessary for the subtistence of men and ani- 
mals* Fire also and Water b^ame objedls of 
divine worship, for their usefulness in the sup- 
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port of animal life. In this process Deities, 
by degrees, became multiplied to infinity, and 
there was scarce any object, however useless 
or destru£live, which the weakness or caprice 
of some devotee, did not elevate to the rank 
of Deity. To authorise their own crimes, and 
justify tlieir vicious excesses, men consituted 
criminal, unjust, rapacious, thievish, covetous, 
tyrannical, drunken, impudent, and bloody 
divinities. The principal of the ancient Dei- 
ties, whom the Romans called, Dti Majorum 
Gentium, and which Cicero calls. Celestial Gods ; 
Varro, Sele& Gods ; Ovid, Nobiles Decs ; others, 
Consentes Deos ; were Jupiter, Juno, Vesta, Mi- 
nerva, Ceres, Diana, Venus, Apollo, Mars, 
Mercury, Neptune, and Vulcan. A second 
sort of Deities, called Demi-Gods, DtiMmorum 
Gentium, Indigetes, or Deities adopted, were 
men canonized and deified. As the greater 
Deities had possession of heaven in virtue of 
their own right; these secondary Deities en- 
joyed it by right of donation, being translated 
thither because they had lived as Gods upon 
earth The Heathen Deities may all be re- 
duced to the following classes I Created spi- 
rits, angels, or daemons ; whence good and 
evil Deities, Genii, Lares, Lemures, Typho- 
nes, guardian Deities, infernal Deities, &c 
II. Heavenly bodies, as the Sun, Moon, and 
other Planets, fixed Stars, Constellations, 
&c. III. Elements, as Air, Earth, Rivers, 
Fountains, &c. IV Meteors , thus the 
Persians adored the Wind, Thunder and 
][[.ightning were honoured under the name of 
Geryon ; and several nations of India and A- 
merica have made Deities of the same Castor, 
Pollux, Helena, and Iris, have all been pre- 
ferred from Meteors to Deities ; and the like 
has been pradtised in respeA of Comets, witness 
that which appeared at the murder of Caesar 
Socrates deified the clouds, if we may give cre- 
dit to Aristophanes ; and the primitive Chris- 
tians, Tutullian assures us, were reproached 
tirith the same thing. V. Deities created out 
of minerals or fossils ; such was the Baetylus . 
the Finlanders adored stones; the Scythians 

iron ; and many nations, silver and gold. 

VI. Deities from plants, thus leeks and onions 
were Deities in Egypt ; the ScIavi,'Lithuanians, 
Celtae, Vandals, and Peruvians, adored trees 


and forests 1 the ancient Gauls, Britons, Druids, 
paid a particular devotion to the oak ; and it 
was no other than wheat, corn, seed, &c. 
which the ancients adored under the name of 
Ceres and Proserpine VII. Deilfes ftTJTiT 
mong the waters; the Syrians and Egyptians 
adored fishes , the Oxyi hinchites, Latopolitani, 
Siennitae, and inhabitants of Elephantis, had 
each a fish for their god , and the Tritons, Ne- 
reids, Syrens, &c wcie simply butfishes. Several 
nations have adored serpents, particularly the 
Egyptians, Prussians, Lithuanians, Samogiti- 
ans, &c. VIII. InseA Deities* flies and ants 
had their priests and votaries, these among 
the Thessalians, and those in Acamania, where 
bullocks were offered them IX. Among birds, 
the stork, raven, sparhawk, ibis, eagle, gry- 
phon, and lapwing, have received divine ho- 
nours ; the last in Mexico, the rest in Egypt 
and Thebes X To four-footed beasts altars 
have been raised , as to the bull, dog, cat, 
wolf, baboon, lion, and crocodile, in Egypt ; 
to the hog in the island of Crete ; to rats and 
mice in the Troas and at Tenedos , to weasels 
at Thebes; and the porcupine throughout all 
the school of Zoroaster XI Nothing was 
more common than to place men among the 
number of Deities, and from Belus or Baal, to 
the Roman emperors before Constantine, the 
instances of this kind are innumerable fie- 
quently they did not wait so long as their deaths 
for the apotheosis Nebuchadnezzar procured 
his statue to be worshipped while living and 
Virgil intimates, that Augustus had altars and 
sacrifice^; and from others we learn, that he 
had priests called Augustales, and temples at 
Lyons, Narbona, and several other places.— 
The Aethiopians deemed all their kings Dei- 
ties. The Villeda of the Germans, the Janus 
of the Hungarians, and the Thaut, Woden, 
and As'-a of the northern nations were indis- 
putably men XII Not man only, but every 
thing that relates to man, as labour, rest, sleep, 
youth, age, death, virtues, vices, opportunity, 
time, place, numbers among the Pythago- 
reans ;’ the generative power under the name 
of Priapus ; and infancy alone had a cloud of 
Deities. They also adored as Deities, health, 
fever, fear, love, pain, indignation, shame, 
impudence, opinion, renown, prudence, sci- 
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ence, art, fidelity, felicity, calumny, liberty, 
money, war, peace, victory, triumph, &c. — 
Lastly, Nature, the universe, or ro n«», was re- 
puted a gi eat Deity. 

'CW’SwSt ««j*/uTnentsrt)F the flcathens in respeft to 
their Divinities, it is by no means easy to dis- 
cover ; for they are not only exceedingly intri- 
cate, but often contradictory. They admitted 
so many superior and inferior Deities to parti- 
cipate in the empire of the universe, that all 
was full of them. Varro reckons up no less 
than thirty thousand adored within a small 
extent of ground, and yet, their number was 
every day augmenting. The way to Heaven 
was so easy for the great men of those days, 
that Juvenal makes Atlas complain of being 
ready to sink under the load of Deities daily 
placed in it The ancients had almost as many 
female as male Deities nay, they weie not 
contented with making females Deities, and ad- 
mitting the two sexes into the roll, but added 
also to them hermaphrodite Gods thus Mi- 
nerva, according to seveial of the learned, was 
both man and woman, and was worshipped 
under the appellations of Lunus and Luna — 
Mithras, the Persian deity, was both god and 
goddess , and the sexes of Venus and Vulcan 
are very dubious , whence, in the invocations 
of those Deities, they used this formula. Be 
thou Gad or Goddess, as wc learn from A Gel- 
lius It \\as a privilege peculiar to goddesses, 
that they might not be represented on medals 
naked ; the imagination, it was supposed, must 
be awed, and kept from a too familiar access to 

the discriminations of the divine charaCler 

Clemens Alexandnnus distributes the Deities, 
into seven classes. The first, being that of the 
Stais, the second, of the Fruits, as Ceres, Po- 
mona, Bacchus, the third, that of Punish- 
ments, as the Furies, the /out tb, the Passions, 
as Love, &c. the fifth, the Virtues, as Concord, 
Peace, &c the sijetb, the Du Majorum Gentium, 
or greater Gods, as Jupiter, Apollo, Juno ; 
and the seventh, the benefits we receive from 
God, as medicinal virtue, deified under the 
name of Aesculapius. There is no division 
more convenient and general, than that by 
which they are classed into deities animate and 
inanimate. The former included deified men 
and animals, the latter were the parts of na- 


ture deified, such as the stars, the elements 
mountains, rivers, and the like It is how- 
ever, to be observed, that each divinity at once 
partook of both ; for instance, the name of 
every Deity signifies some star or element, and 
at the same tune, some human intelligence in 
connexion with it, who had been ranked a- 
inonght the Deities. Jamblichus, a Platonic 
philosopher, claves the Deities into eight or- 
ders . In the first, he places the great Gods, 
who are invisible, and every where, in the 
second, archangels ; in the third, the angels , in 
thc/o«///>, the daemons; m the fifth, the Arch- 
on tes Majoies, or those who preside over the 
sublunary world and the elements, inthe«r/A, 
the Archontes Miiiorcs, or those who preside 
over mattei ; in the seventh, the heroes , and in 
the eighth, souls It is a very celebrated divi- 
sion of the Deities into Dii Majorum Gentium, 
and Dll Miiiorum Gentium, that is, the greater 
and lesser, or superior and inferior Deities 
This division is taken from Cicero’s second 
book of T use ulan Questions. The Deities Ma- 
jorum Gentium, were the ancient Deities, ac- 
knowledged every where as such the Deities 
Minorum Gentium, were peculiar to certain 
people, as Quinn us to the Romans This di- 
vision of the Deities was made in allusion to 
that of the Roman Senate, by Tarquimus Pris- 
ons, who called the old Senators Patres Majo- 
rum Gentium, and the new, Patres Minorum 
Gentium I'he greater Gods had several ap- 
pellations they were called Dii Consentes, and 
Dii £le6ti Another division of the Deities is 
taken from their place of residence thus the 
Celestial Deities ai e such as reside in Heaven ; 
the Terrestrial, such as dwell on earth , the 
Sylvan, or Rural Deities, such as possess the 
woods and mountains , the Marine, such as in- 
habit the sea , and the Infernal, such as have 
their abode in hell. To the above must be 
added, the innumerable crowd of Deities who 
aie supposed to preside over particular persons, 
and every particular part of the human body. 
The philosophers pretended, that their theo- 
logy, and the genealogy of their Deities, did 
originally, in an allegorical sense, mean the 
several parts of nature and the universe. Cicero 
gives a large account of this, and tells us, that 
even the impious fahles relating to the Deities 
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include in them a good physical meaning * thus, 
when Saturn was said to have devoured his 
children, it was to be understood of Time, 
which is properly said to devour all things. 
This great Heathen acknowledges, that these 
fables had occasioned a multiplicity of false 
opinions, troublesome errors, and ridiculous 
supeistitions “ We know,” says he, " the 
shapes of all the gods, their age, habits, and 
ornaments, nay, their very genealogy, mar- 
riages, and every thing i elating to them, hath 
been delivered in the exa6t resemblance of 
human weakness they are described as being 
troubled at heart ; their amours, their passions, 
their quarrels, are related It is the heighth 
of folly to believe such absurd and extrava- 
gant things ” It appears Irom this passage of 
C'lcero, what opinion the wiser Heathens en- 
tertained ot the popular religion of their coun- 
try. 

It may not be improper, under this aiticle, to in- 
clude the laws relating to the worship of the 
Gods, as they stood in the Twelve Tables, 
under the title Of the worship ojtbe Gods, and of 
Religion. I Let all persons come with purity 
and piety to the assemblies of religion, and 
banish all extravagance from them. If any 
one shall do otherwise, may be gods them- 
selves revenge it. II. Let no person have 
particular gods of his own, and worship any 
new and loreign gods in piivate, unless they 
be authorised by public authority III. Let 
every one enjoy the temples consecrated by 
his forefathers, the sacred groves in his fields, 
and the oratories of his Lares ; and let every 
one observe the rites used in his own fami- 
ly, and by his ancestors, in the worship of 
his domestic gods. IV. Honour the gods of 
heaven, not only those who have always been 
thought such, but those likewise whose merit 
has raised them thither, as Hercules, Bacchus, 
Aesculapius, Castor, Pollux, and Romulus 
V. Let those commendable qualities, by which 
heroes have obtained heaven, be ranked among 
the gods, as Understanding, Virtue, Piety, Fi- 
delity, and let temples be eredled to them ; but 
let no worship ever be paid to any Vice. VI. Let 
the most authorised ceremonies be observed 
in the worship of the gods. VII. Let law-suits 
be suspended on the festivals of the gods ; and 
Vol. I. 4 


let the slaves have liberty to celebrate them 
after they have done their w’ork ; and that it 
may be known on wliat days they fall, let them 
be set down in the calendars. VIII. Let the 
priests oiler up, in sacrifice to the gods, on 
certain days, the fruits of the earth and ber- 
ries , and, on other days, abundance of milk 
and young victims For fear this ceremony 
should be omitted, the priests shall end their 
year witii it. Let them, likewise, take care to 
chuse for every god tlic viftim he likes best. 
Let there be priests for some gods, flamines 
for others, and jioiitifices to preside over them 
them all. IX. Let no woman be present at 
the sacrifices which are ofl’ered up in the night, 
except at those which are made for the people 
with the usual ceremonies nor let any one 
be initiated in any mysteries bi ought from 
Greece, but those of Ceres X If any one 
steal what belongs to, or is devoted to the 
gods, let him be punished as a parricide — 
XI. Let cveiy one stndtly peifoim his vow, 
but let no wicked peison dare to make any 
oflciing to tlie god.s XII Let no man de- 
dicatc his field to the service of the altar , and 
let him be disci cet in his otleiings of gold, 
silver, or ivory Let no man dedicate a liti- 
gated estate to the gods • if he docs, he shall 
])ay double the value ot it to him whose right 
It shall appear to be Xlll Let every man 
constantly and perpetually observe his lamily- 
festivals. XIV Let him who has been guilty 
of any of those faults which make men execra- 
ble, and are not to be atoned for by expiations, 
be deemed impious , but let the priests expi- 
ate such as are to be expiated —It is observa- 
ble, that the second of these laws prohibits the 
worship ot any foreign gods, without authority 
of the Senate, and this, probably, might be 
one reason of the violent persecutions which 
the Christians met with, since, by professing 
to worship Jesus Christ as God, they did, in 
that respect, a6l dire6tly contrary to an estab- 
lished law of the empire. Had the design 
ascribed to Tiberius, of enrolling Jesus Christ 
among the gods, succeeded, the Christians 
had probably met with milder treatment at the 
hands of the Romans. With respect to the 
fftb law, which forbids divine worship to be 
paid to any Vice, it is certain the Pagans after- 

Gg 
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wards exceeded the bounds prescribed by this 
law ; for we find the Romans, in times of cor- 
ruption, ereAing altars to infamous deities, 
and consecrating the objects of the most vicious 
and extravagant passions. It may be further 
remarked, in relation to these laws, that they 
were added, together with those of the Xllth 
table, by the Decemvirs Appius Claudius, &c 
to the Ten Tables already subsisting, which 
completed the Twelve Tables, so much boast- 
ed of by the Romans, and which they preserved 
ever after as a sacred deposttum. This was in the 
year of Rome SOS. 

DEITIES CELESTIAL, or Du Consentes, gods 
of the first order, were twelve in number, 
six gods and an equal number of goddesses, viz. 
Jupiter, Apollo, Mars, Mercury, Neptune and 
Vulcan ; with Juno, Minerva, Venus, Diana, 
Ceres, and V esta They were supposed to con- 
stitute the council of heaven, whence the name 
Consentes, was derived either from the old La- 
tin word conso, counsel, or from conscntire, to 
give consent Their statues, gilt, stood in the 
great square of Rome called Forum Romanum 
It was in imitation of this council of the gods 
that Augustus made in private that famous 
supper so much talked of, called the supper of 
the hoelve gods , for which purpose he seleftcd 
twelve persons, six men and six women, who 
represented, by their dress and orndinents, the 
six gods and six goddesses To these twelve 
deities they added eight others, which made m 
all twenty ( seleBi ) sele6l gods The additional 
deities were Janus, Saturn, Sol, Bacchus, Ge- 
nius, Pluto, Tellus, and Luna 

DEITIES INFERIOR As superstition knows no 
bounds, the number of inferior deities was al- 
most infinite, it is not therefoie meant to trans- 
cribe their names here, since those which de- 
serve any notice will be found m the order of 
the alphabet 

DEITIES INFERNAL, were Pluto, Plutus, Pro- 
serpine, Hecate, the Fates, and the Furies. — 
See Du Manes. 

DEITIES MARINE, or of the Sea See ITater 
Deihes 

DEITIES NUPTIAL, were Jupiter Adultus, 
Juno Adulta, Venus Suadela, and Diana. 

DEITIES RURAL, and of the Woods, were 
Pan, Sylvanus, Silenus, PriapuB,Aristaeus, Ter- 


minus, the Fauni, and Satyrs, with Diana, Pales, 
Flora, Feronia, Pomona, and an innumerable 
company of Nymphs. 

DEITIES TERRESTRIAL, were Saturn, Janus, 
Vulcan, Aeolus, Momus,Cybele, Ceres, Latona, 
Themis, Astraea, Nemesis 
DEITIES OF THE WINDS. See Wind Deities. 
DEITIES OF YOUTH, were Hebe, Juno, and 
Horta. 

DELIA, a surname of Diana, from Delos, the 
place of her birth. 

DELIA, feasts celebrated by the Athenians in 
honour of Apollo, surnamed Delius. The 
principal ceremony in this feast was an embassy, 
or rather a pilgrimage, to Apollo of Delos, per- 
formed every five years, by a certain number 
of citizens deputed for that purpose, and De- 
liastae, or Tbeott, i e. the sects, and the first 
person of the embassy, or deputation, Arcbi- 
tbeorus to him were added four more of the 
family of the Ceryci, priests descended from 
Mercury, who resided all the year at Delos, to 
assist in the temple The whole deputation set 
out in five vessels, carrying with them every 
thing necessary for the feast and the sacrifices. 
The vessel which carried the Deliasts, or The- 
ori, was called Delias, the four others were the 
Paialis, Antigonis, Ptolemais, and Ammonis, 
though as to this circumstance there is some dis- 
pute The Deliasts w ho embarked were crowned 
withlaurel At their arrival they immediately of- 
fered asacrifice to Apollo, after which a n umber of 
young maids performed round the altar a dance 
called Ttfum, wherein, by their various motions 
and dll edl ions, they represented the turnings 
and windings of a labyrinth. When the De- 
liasts returned to Athens, the peop’e went out 
to meet them, and received them with joy and 
acclamations. They never laid aside their 
crown till their commission was fully comple- 
ted, and then they consecrated it to some god 
in his temple The whole time of their going 
and returning, together with the ceremonies, 
was called the Delia, during which it was not 
lawful to execute any criminal ; a privilege ap- 
propriate to this feast, and not granted to any 
other, not even to those of Jupiter for Plu- 
tarch observes it was a day consecrated to Ju- 
piter, on which Phocion was made to take the 
poison he was condemned to, whereas they 
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waited thirty days to give it Socrates, on ac- 
count of the Delia. According to Thucydides, 
the Delia were first instituted in the sixth year 
of the Peloponnesian war, after the Athenians 
had expiated the isle of Delos, removed all the 
tombs out of it, and ordained that nobody 
should either be born or die in it, but that all 
their sick people should be removed into a little 
island called Rhenia, though the lonians, and 
the neighbouring islands of Ionia, had long be- 
fore that time held a sort of Delia, that is, feasts 
and games, like those wluch the Athenians ce- 
lebrated afterwards 

Delia, a quinquennial festival in the isle of De- 
los, instituted by Theseus on his return to 
Crete, in honour of Venus, whose statue, given 
him by Ariadne, he ere£led in that place, hav- 
ing, by her assistance, met with success in his 
expedition The chief ceremonies consisted in 
the coronation of the statue of the goddess with 
garlands, appointing a choir of music and horse- 
races, and performing a remarkable dance cal- 
led Ts^eaiot, t e. a crane, in which they mutated, 
by their motions, the various windings of the 
Cretan Labyrinth, out of which Theseus, who 
was the first inventor of this dance, by the 
help of Ariadne, made his escape. In some 
particulars this solemnity coincides with the 
Delia of Apollo 

DELIADES, priestesses in the temple of A- 
pollo. 

Also, the son of Glaucas, killed by Bellerophon, 
his brother. 

DELIBAMENTA, a libation offered to the in- 
fernal gods, which was always poured down- 
wards ; whence this a6l was expressed by the 
verb dejundere. 

DELIUM, a temple of Apollo. 

DELIUS, a name of Apollo, from the island 
Delos, where he was born ; or, as some say, 
because Apollo, who is the Sun, makes all 
things manifest by his light. The isle of De- 
los was held sacred on account of its being the 
birth-place of Apollo and Diana. 

DELLl, the fens near which Thalia brought 
forth the Palic brothers. 

DELOS, one of the Cyclades, an island in the 
Aegean, called A«iAe;, from its sudden appear- 
ance, and supposed to have been wafted at the 
aport of the waves, till Latona, who had been 
3 


persecuted all the earth over, here found an a- 
sylum, and was delivered of Apollo and Diana. 
Both these divinities were worshipped by the 
inhabitants, and Apollo had here an altar, which 
was reckoned among the seven wonders of the 
world It IS said to have been erefted by the 
god himself, when but four years old, with the 
horns of the goats killed by Diana upon the 
crags of mount Cynthus. The immolatio,i ol 
any animal on this altar was stri6tly forbidden, 
nor was it ever polluted with blood In such 
veneration was the island held by the Persians, 
that, notwithstanding they plundered and pro- 
phaned the other temples oi Greece, yet in re- 
verence for this, they abstained from all vio- 
lence. Apollo, who was here worshipped in 
the form of a dragon, gave out, during the sum- • 
mcr season, his oracles without ambiguity — 
No dog was suffered on the island, nor was any 
person permitted to be born or die upon it — 
Some suppose that Asteria, who became a quail 
to avoid the importunities of Jupiter, was 
changed into this island, which, from a 
quad, was originally named Oitygta. 

DELPHI, a city of Phocis, situate in a vale on 
the south-west of Parnassus. It was called like- 
wise Pytho, because the serpent Python was 
killed there, whilst the name of Delphi was 
given it from Delphus This city was celcbi'a- 
ted for a temple of Apollo, and an oracle of 
long and distinguished renown See Oracle 

DELPHICOLA, a surname of Apollo, from his 
temple at Delphi. 

DELPHICUS, a name of Apollo, from the city 
Delphi, which city is said to be the navel of the 
earth , because when Jupiter, on a time, had 
sent for two eagles, the one from the east, and 
the other from the west, they met together by 
equal flights exa^ly at this place. 

DELPHINIA, a festival of Aegina in Greece, in 
honour of the Delphic Apollo. 

Diana also was surnamed Delpbmia. 

DELPHINIUS, an epithet of Apollo, either be- 
cause he killed the serpent Python called Del- 
pbis, or because when Castalius the Cretan 
conducted emigrants into several colonies, 
Apollo guided him in the shape of a dolphin. 

DELPHIS, a pythoness, or priestess in the tem- 
ple at Delphi. 

DELPHUS, son of Apollo, by Achalide, Celaenb, 
Gg 2 



s*8 DEM I^ANTHEON. DEM 


or Thya, built and consecrated Delphi to his 
father. 

DELPHYNE, a serpent which watched over Ju- 
piter' 

DELUENTINUS, a deity invoked in war to 
keep off the ravage of an enemy. 

DELUGE See Deucalion, Ogyges, ^c. 

DELUS See Delta 

DEMARCHUS, an inhabitant of Parhasia, a city 
of Arcadia, was changed into a wolf, for having 
eaten the entrails of a child sacrificed to Jupi- 
ter Lycaeus. The Greeks relate that ten years 
after he was restored to his shape, and con- 
quered in the Olympic games. The same story 
is told of Lycaon. 

DEMENETES, the same with Dmanbus 

DEMETER, DAMATER, or DEMETRIA, 
were all appellatives of Ceres. 

DEMETRIA, a solemn festival observed in 
Greece, in honour of Ceres, called by the 
Greeks , at w Inch it was customary for 
the worshippers of that goddess to lash them- 
selves with scourges made of the bark of ti ees, 
termed fnvfoimi Another festival of this name 
was observed by the Athenians, in honour of 
Demetrius Poliorcetes, on the 13th of the month 
Munychiuni. 

DEMI-GODDESSS, or HEMITHEAE, illustri- 
ous females to whom, after death, divine ho- 
nours were paid. 

DEM I -GODS, were either those heroes whose 
eminent anions and superior virtues raised them 
to the skies, or those terrestrial divinities who, 
for their bounty and goodness to mankind, 
were classed with the gods * they were supposed 
to have human bodies, sacred minds, and ce- 
lestial souls. Under one or other of these de- 
nominations we shall find Hercules, Jason, The- 
seus, Castor and Pollux, Perseus, Bellerophon, 
Aesculaphis, Orpheus, Cadmus, Achilles, U- 
lysses, &c. &c. 

DEMO, a Sybil of Cuma. 

DEMOCOON, natural son of Priam, kept his 
father’s steeds at Abydos, but engaging in th^ 
Trojan war, was killed by Ulysses. 

DEMODICE, wife of Creteus, king of lolchos. 

DEMODOCUS, a bard at the court of Alcinous, 
who sung before Ulysses the secret amours of 
Mars and Venus. 

Another of the same name accompanied Ae« 


neas to Italy, and was there killed by Halae- 
sus. 

DEMOGORGON. It is witt reason that Demo- 
gorgon is placed at the head of the teri*estrial 
deities, since he was the Geniifs of the Earth, 
as his name imports, which is composed of two 
Greek words, Atu/Mw and y$fyS», genius, or in- 
telligence of the earth. Boccace, in his Genea- 
logy of the Gods, speaks of him, upon the au- 
thority of Theodotion, who had copied Prono- 
pides, as a slovenly old man, overgrown with 
filth, pale and disfigured, who had his dwelling 
in the heart of the earth ; his companions were 
Eternity and Chaos. Growing weary of this 
dismal solitude, he made a little bowl to sit 
upon, and having raised himself into the air, 
encompassed the earth, and so formed the hea- 
vens. Passing accidentally over the Acroce- 
raunian, or thunder-stricken mountains, heex- 
trafted from them the igneous matter which he 
sent to heaven to enlighten the world, and thus 
formed the Sun, whom he gave in marriage to 
the Earth, whence were born Tartarus and 
Night. The authors just cited ascribe to De- 
mogorgon several children ; the first of these 
was jarring Discord Demogorgon, says Pro- 
nopides, vexed in the bottom of his cave with 
the pains that Chaos felt, opened her womb, 
and took thence Discord, who left the centre 
of the Earth, to dwell on the surface In like 
manner he brought forth Pan, the second son, 
and the three Fates, Clotho, Lacheses, and A- 
tropos ; next Heaven, Pitho, and the Earth, 
who was his eighth child. The Earth had after- 
ward several other children, whose father was 
not known, viz. Night, Tartarus, Pharea, Ta- 
ges, and Antaeus. The ninth child was Ere- 
bus, who had a numerous offspring. It is easy 
to conceive that this is only a physical fable, or 
particular theogony, under the veil of which the 
ancients wrapped up, in a gross manner, the 
mystery of the creation. The Arcadians see- 
ing the earth of itself bring forth flowers and 
fruits, form fountains, streams, and rivers, and 
send forth frequently fire and flames, being it- 
self liable to convulsions, imagined she was ani- 
- mated, and gave the name of Demogorgon to 
the divinity who presided over her. So great 
was their veneration for this terrible name, that 
it was not permitted to be mentioned, and wc 
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may apply what Lucan and Statius say of the 
god whom it was unlawful to name, to Demo- 
gorgon It is probable the philosophers meant 
no more by this divinity, than that vegetable 
principle which gives life to plants; but 
the vulgar fancied it was a real deity who re- 
sided in the bowels of the Earth, and to whom 
they offered saciifices, especially in Arcadia 
It was the opinion of some authors that Dema- 
gorgon was a magician, so skilful in his art, 
that he had ghosts and aerial spirits under his 
command, made them subje6l to his will, and 
severely punished those who did not pun£tually 
fulfil it 

DEMOLEON, a Centaur, killed at the marriage 
of Pirithous, by Theseus. 

Also, the son of Antenor, killed by Achilles. 

DEMOLEUS, a Greek who fought with Aeneas 
before Troy. 

DEMON ASS A, daughter of Amphiaraus and E- 
riphyle, and wife of Thersander. 

DEMON ICE, daughter of Agenor, had sons by 
Mars. 

DEMOPHILA, or HIEROPHYLE, names of 
the Cumaean Sibyl. 

DEMOPHOON, son of Theseus and Phaedra, on 
his return from the Trojan war, visited Thrace, 
and was kindly received by Phyllis Return- 
ing, however, to Athens, he forgot her kind- 
ness, and she, in consequence, hanged her- 
self 

Another Demophoon, adherent to Aeneas, was 
killed in Italy by Camilla. 

DEMUCHUS, son of Philetor, was killed by A- 
chilles. 

DEN, an appellative of Zeus, or Jupiter. 

DENATES, domesUe gods, more frequently 
called Penates. See Penates. 

DEN DR IT IS, a surname of Helen, signifying 
bung on a tree, under which she was consecrated 
after death. 

DENDROL 1 B ANU S, or tree of Libanus crowns 
for the gods being made from the trees of the 
mountain. 

DENDROPHORIA, the carrying one or more 
trees, in ceremony, through a city, at certain 
feasts, and in honour of certain deities. The 
word is formed of itvifm, a tree, and to 
bear. The Dendrophoria was performed at the 
sacrifices of Bacchus, Cybele, and Sylvanus.— < 


Arnobius makes mention of that performed in 
the sacrifice of Cybele, consisting in cairying 
a pine through the city, and afterwards plant- 
ing it, in memory of the pine, under which At- 
tys, the favourite of the goddess, is said to 
have been mutilated The branches of this 
tree they crowned, in memory of Cybele do- 
ing the same , and they covered its trunk with 
wool, Cybele having so covered the bosom of 
Attys. The persons by whom the tree was 
carried were called Dendropbort. In Roman 
history mention is made of a company or col- 
lege of Dendrophori, who attended the army ; 
and the critics have been at some pains to ascer- 
tain the nature of their office Some contend 
they hewed and fashioned the wood for tents ; 
others that they provided the wood fit for the 
military works, machines of war, &c. Salma- 
sius, m his notes on the life of Caracalla, by 
Spartian, owns this to have been the general 
opinion of the learned of his time, but asserts, 
with his usual modesty, that they were all mis- 
taken, and that the Dendrophori of the army 
were the same with those of the feasts and sacri- 
fices. 

DEO, a name of Ceres, from Aw, to find, in re- 
ference to the searcli of her daughter 

DEOIS, Proserpine was so called from Deo, an 
appellative ot Ceres, her mother Jupiter is 
said by Ovid to have had access to Deois in the 
form of a serpent. 

DEOPTOLEMUS, one of the suitors of Penelope, 
killed by Ulysses. 

DEPEST A, a wine vessel which the Sabines, on 
the day of any festival, set on the table of their 
gods 

DERADIOTES, on DER ADIOT IS, a surname 
of Apollo. 

DERCE, daughter of Venus, supposed to be the 
same with D< rceto. 

DERCETO, DERCETIS on DIRCE, the and- 
eiit goddess of the Ascalonites, supposed to be 
the same with Atergatis, or the Syrian Venus. 
The origin and worship of this deity is thus 
related Near the city of Ascalon in Syria is a 
deep lake, replenished with fishes . not far from 
this lake stoc^ the temple of Derceto, mother 
of Semiramis, who had the face of a woman, the 
lest of her body resembling a fish, for which 
the Syrians gave this reason : Venus, piqued at 
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or Thya, built and consecrated Delphi to his 
father. 

DELPHYNE, a serpent which watched over Ju- 
piter'. 

DELUENTINUS, a deity invoked in war to 
keep off the ravage of an enemy. 

DELUGE See Deucalion, Ogyges, (Sc. 

DELUS See Delta 

DEMARCHUS, an inhabitant of Parhasia, a city 
of Arcadia, was changed into a wolf, for having 
eaten the entrails of a child sacrificed to Jupi- 
ter Lycaeus. The Greeks relate that ten years 
after he was restored to his shape, and con- 
quered in the Olympic games. The same story 
is told of Lycaon. 

DEMEN ETES, the same with Demarebus. 

DEMETER, DAMATER, or DEMETRIA, 
were all appellatives of Ceres. 

DEMETRIA, a solemn festival observed in 
Greece, in honour of Ceres, called by the 
Greeks Ayifjmmf, at v Inch it was customary for 
the worshippers of that goddess to lash them- 
selves with scourges made of the bark of tiecs, 
termed Another festival of this name 

was observed by the Athenians, in honour of 
Demetrius Poliorcetes, on the 13th of the month 
Munychium 

DEMI-GODDESSS. or HEMITHEAE, illustri- 
ous females to whom, after death, divine ho- 
nours were paid. | 

DEMI -GODS, were cither those heroes whose 
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eminent adtions and superiorvirtues raised them 
to the skies, or those terrestrial divinities who, 
for their bounty and goodness to mankind, 
were classed with the gods * they were supposed 
to have human bodies, sacred minds, and ce- 
lestial souls. Under one or other of these de- 
nominations w e shall find Hercules, Jason, The- 
seus, Castor and Pollux, Perseus, Bellerophon, 
Aesculapius, Orpheus, Cadmus, Achilles, U- 
lysses, &c. &c. 

DEMO, a Sybil of Cuma. 

DEMOCOON, natural son of Priam, kept his 
father’s steeds at Abydos, but engaging in th? 
Trojan war, was killed by Ulysses. 

DEMODICE, wife of Creteus, king of lolchos. 

DEMODOCUS, a bard at the court of Alcinous, 
who sung before Ulysses the secret amours of 
Mars and Venus. 

Another of the same name accompanied Ae* 


neas to Italy, and was there killed by Halae> 

BUS. 

DEMOGORGON. It is with reason that Demo- 
gorgon is placed at the bead of the teri'estrial 
deities, since he was the Genids of the Earth, 
as his name imports, which is composed of two 
Greek words, and ytfyuo, gentus, or in- 

telligence of the earth. Boccace, m his Genea- 
logy of the Gods, speaks of him, upon the au- 
thority of Theodotion, who had copied Prono- 
pides, as a slovenly old man, overgrown with 
filth, pale and disfigured, who had his dwelling 
in the heart of the earth ; his companions were 
Eternity and Chaos. Growing weary of this 
dismal solitude, he made a little bowl to sit 
upon, and having raised himself into the air, 
encompassed the earth, and so formed the hea- 
vens. Passing accidentally over the Acroce- 
raunian, or thunder-stricken mountains, heex- 
trafted from them the igneous matter which he 
sent to heaven to enlighten the world, and thus 
formed the Sun, whom he gave in marriage to 
the Earth, whence were born Tartarus and 
Night. The authors just cited ascribe to De- 
mogorgon several children ; the first of these 
was jarring Discord Demogorgon, says Pro- 
nopides, vexed in the bottom of his cave with 
the pains that Chaos felt, opened her womb, 
and took thence Discord, who left the centre 
of the Earth, to dwell on the surface In like 
manner he brought forth Pan, the second son, 
and the three Fates, Clotho, Lacheses, and A- 
tropos ; next Heaven, Pitho, and the Earth, 
who was his eighth child. The Earth had after- 
ward several other children, whose father was 
not known, viz. Night, Tartarus, Pharea, I'a- 
ges, and Antaeus The ninth child was Ere- 
bus, who had a numerous oiBspring. It is easy 
to conceive that this is only a physical fable, or 
particular theogony, under the veil of which the 
ancients wrapped up, in a gross manner, the 
mystery of the creation. The Arcadians see- 
ing the earth of itself bring forth flowers and 
fruits, form fountains, streams, and rivers, and 
send torth frequoitly fire and flames, being it- 
self liable to convulsions, imagined she was ani- 

- mated, and gave the name of Demogorgon to 
the divinity who presided over her. So great 
was their veneration for this terrible name, that 
it was not permitted to be mentioned, and wc 
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may apply what Lucan and Statius say of the 
god whom it was unlawful to name, to Demo- 
gorgon. It is probable the philosophers meant 
no more by this divinity, than that vegetable 
principle which gives life to plants ; but 
the vulgar fancied it was a real deity who re- 
sided in the bowels of the Earth, and to whom 
they offered saciifices, especially in Arcadia 
It was the opinion of some authors that Dema- 
gorgon was a magician, so skilful in his art, 
that he had ghosts and aerial spirits under his 
command, made them subjeil to his will, and 
severely punished those who did not punctually 
fulfil it 

DEMOLEON, a Centaur, killed at the marriage 
of Pirithous, by Theseus. 

Also, the son of Antenor, killed by Achilles 

DEMOLEUS, a Greek who fought with Aeneas 
before Troy. 

DEMON ASS A, daughter of Amphiaraus and E- 
riphyle, and wife of Thersander. 

DEMON ICE, daughter of Agenor, had sons by 
Mars. 

DEMOPHILA, or HIEROPHYLE, names of j 
the Cumaean Sibyl. 

DEMOPHOON, son of Theseus and Phaedra, on 
his return from the Trojan war, visited Thrace, 
and was kindly received by Phyllis Return- 
ing, however, to Athens, he forgot her kind- 
ness, and she, in consequence, hanged her- 
self 

Another Dmopboon, adherent to Aeneas, was 
killed in Italy by Camilla. 

DEMUCHUS, son of Philetor, was killed by A- 
chilles. 

DEN, an appellative of Zeus, or Jupiter. 

DENATES, domestic gods, more frequently 
called Penates See Penates. 

DENDRITIS, a surname of Helen, signifying 
bung on a tree, under which she was consecrated 
after death. 

DENDROLIBANUS, or tree of LAanus • crowns 
for the gods being made from the trees of the 
mountain 

DENDROPHORIA, the carrying one or more 
trees, in ceremony, through a city, at certain 
feasts, and in honour of certain deities. The 
word is formed of inifw, a tree, and ^tpw, to 
bear. The Dendrophona was performed at the 
sacrifices of Bacchus, Cybele, and Sylvanus. — 


Arnobius makes mention of that performed in 
the sacrifice of Cybele, consisting in carrying 
a pine through the city, and afterwards plant- 
ing it, in memory of the pine, under which At- 
tys, the favourite of the goddess, is said to 
have been mutilated. The branches of this 
tree they ci owned, in memory of Cybele do- 
ing the same , and they covered its trunk with 
wool, Cybele having so covered the bosom of 
Attys. The persons by whom the tree was 
carried were called Dendropbori In Roman 
history mention is made of a company or col- 
lege of Dendrophon, who attended the army ; 
and the critics have been at some pains to ascer- 
tain the nature of their office. Some contend 
they hewed and fashioned the wood for tents ; 
others that they provided the wood fit for the 
military works, machines ot war, &c. Salma- 
sius, in his notes on the life of Caracalla, by 
Spartian, owns this to have been the general 
opinion of the learned of his time, but asserts, 
with his usual modesty, that they were all mis- 
taken, and that the Dendrophon of the army 
were the same with those of the feasts and sacri- 
fices. 

DEO, a name of Ceres, from Anu, to fnd, in re- 
ference to the searcliofher daughter 

DEOIS, Proserpine was so called from Deo, an 
appellative of Ceres, her mother Jupiter is 
said by Ovid to have had access to Deois in the 
form of a serpent. 

DEOPTOLEMUS, one of the suitors of Penelope, 
killed by Ulysses. 

DEPEST A, a wine vessel which the Sabines, on 
the day of any festival, set on the table of their 
gods 

DERADIOTES, or DER ADIOTIS, a surname 
of Apollo. 

DERCE, daughter of Venus, supposed to be the 
same with Derceto, 

DERCETO, DERCETIS or DIRCE, the anci- 
ent goddess of the Ascalonites, supposed to be 
the same with Atergatis, or the Syrian Venus. 
The oiigin and worship of this deity is thus 
related Near the city of Ascalon in Syria is a 
deep lake, replenished with fishes . not far from 
this lake stood the temple of Derceto, mother 
ot Semiramis, who had the face of a woman, the 
rest of her body resembling a fish, for which 
the Syrians gave this reason : Venus, piqued at 
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Derceto, caused her to fall in love with a hand- 
some young Syrian, by whom she had a daugh- 
ter, but being ashamed of her crime, she slew 
the young man, exposed the child in a desert 
place, and plunged herself into a lake, where 
she was changed to a fish , on which account 
the Syrians ate no fishes, but worshipped them 
as gods Some learned men, from the resem- 
blance between this deity and the Philistine 
Dagon, have concluded them to have been one 
and the same, it being usual with the Pagans 
to worship the same deity as a male in one place, 
and a female in another consequently if we 
take Dagon for the Neptune of the Greeks, it 
will be highly probable, that by Derceto wc 
should understand the goddess Amphitrite, 
whom the Greeks reputed his wife Ovid makes 
Dercetis daughter of Ninus, king of Babylon 
See Atergates, 

DERCYNUS, son of Neptune, killed by Her- 
cules. 

DERRHIATIS, a surname of Diana. 

DESIDIA, goddess of Indolence. Set Venus. 

DESPOINA, OR SOVEREIGN, was a title of 
Venus among the Greeks at large , of Ceres, 
amongst the Arcadians in particular , and also 
of Proserpine, as queen of the dead. 

DESTINIES See Fates. 

DEUCALION, was son of Prometheus, king of 
Thessaly, and husband of Pyrrha, daughter of 
Epimetheus, his uncle His father had been 
banished into Scythia, near the confines of 
Mount Caucasus Weary of that melancholy 
retreat, and having found a favourable oppor- 
tunity, he left it and settled in Thessaly, ac- 
cording to Apollonius, in the confines of Phthia; 
or, to the account of the Parian Marble, Ly- 
cera, or Lycoria, near to Parnassus. Nothing 
is more celebrated in Grecian story, than the 
flood, which, in the time of Deucalion, swept 
oflT the whole of human kind, except himself 
and his wife. The fable relates, that Jupiter, 
perceiving the depravity which prevdied, and 
was daily increasing, resolved to extirpate the 
race of man, and, for this purpose, poured 
forth such torrents of rain as drowned the 
whole earth, and rose above every mountain 
but Parnassus, whose top remaining unco- 
vered, afibrded an asylum to Deucalion and 
his wife. After the decrease of the waters. 


this illustrious pair consulted, in their distress, 
the oracle of Themis, which informed them, 
that, in order to repeople the world, they roust 
dig up the bones of their great Mother the 
answer of the oracle w,as in these terms • ** De- 
part the temple, veil your heads, unloose your 
girdles, and throw behind your backs the bones 
of your grand -mother.” Pyrrha was shocked 
at an advice which her piety made her regard 
with horror ; but Deucalion penetrating the 
mystical sense, revived her, by telling her the 
Earth was their grand-mother, and that the 
bones signified the stones contained in her 
bowels. They immediately obeyed the oracle, 
and casting stones behind them, those which 
Deucalion threw, became men, and those 
thrown by Pyrrha, women. With these, re- 
turning into Thessaly, Deucalion re-peopled 
his kingdom, and was honoured by his sub- 
je6ts as the restorer of mankind. It is obvious, 
that this narration contains much fi<5lion, but 
as it has reality for its basis, it deserves to be 
explained In the ninth year of the reign of 
Cecrops, Deucalion came into Greece, and 
took possession of Lyccra, or Lycoria, in the 
neighbourhood of Parnassus, where he reigned, 
but not content with the petty state which he 
had seized, he made war upon the adjoining 
people, and became master of that part of 
Lower Thessaly bordering on the river Peneus • 
the name of the province at that time was 
Phthiotis, from Phtluus of Arcadia, who, ac- 
cording to Pausanias, had seized upon it 160 
years before. As this country, before Phthius, 
was denominated Hellas, Deucalion thought 
fit, in order to gain the good will of his sub- 
jeAs, to call one of his sons Hellen, who as- 
cending the throne after the death of his father, 
and making several conquests, caused his peo- 
ple to assume the name of Hellentans, which 
was peculiar to them till the Greeks adopted 
it, about the beginning of the Olympiads, that 
is, about 776 years before the Christian era.— 
In the time of Homer, it is known, that none 
but the posterity of Deucalion were called 
Hellentans. Most authors are of opinion, that 
the deluge which happened in the reign of Deu- 
calion, was occasioned by the river Peneus, 
whose course was probably stopped by some 
earthquake between Mounts Ossa andOlympus, 
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wlioice it flows on to the sea^ with the addi- 
tional waters of five other rivers ; this, they 
say, together with a vast quantity of rain which 
fell that year, laid Thessaly, in itself low, un- 
der water. The testimony of Herodotus, in 
his description of that province, sufficiently 
shews, that this was the fa^l. ** It is said,” ob- 
serves he, ** that Thessaly was once nothing 
but a lake, being environed on all sides with 
hills . the ^country which lies between those 
hills is what they call Thessaly, which is wa- 
tered with plenty of rivers, particularly the 
Peneus, the Apidanus, the Orschines, the Eni- 
peus, and Panysus. These five rivers falling 
down from the neighbouring mountains, after 
having run through the low countries, disem- 
bogue themselves into the sea by a very nar- 
row canal, where they all unite, and make but 
one great river, retaining the name of Peneus. 
They tell us further, that before the canal was 
made, these rivers flooded the whole country, 
and turned it into a great lake , but that Nep- 
tune having formed that great canal, all the 
waters retired.” Soon after the inundation 
abated, the country was re-peopled. The 
children of those who were preserved were the 
mystical stones of which the poets make so 
frequent mention , this fable having no other 
foundation but a meer quibble, the Phoenician 
word Abetif or Eben, signifying equally a stone, 
or a cMd, and the Greek word A««r, or Aa«f, a 
stone, or a people. Thus, those who give an 
account of this ancient fadt, taking one signi- 
fication for another, invented a mysterious 
fable Pausanias is mistaken in making the 
temple which Deucalion founded, to have been 
consecrated to Olympian Jupiter it was Pisis- 
tratus, by whom it was rebuilt, who dedicated 
it to Jupiter of that name, whereas Deucalion 
had consecrated it to Jupiter Phryxius, or be 
by whose aid be was preserved from the deluge — - 
That prince, besides the temple now mention- 
ed, instituted also a feast in honour of those 
who had perished in the deluge, and the feast, 
named j(xfopofM, continued to the time of Sylla, 
as may be seen in Plutarch. Xenophon reckons 
five deluges , the first happened under an an- 
cient Ogyges, king of Thebes, in Boeotia, and 
lasted three months ; the second, in the time 
of Hercules, of but one month’s duration , the 
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third, under another Ogyges, whereby Attica 
was laid waste ; the fourth, under Deucalion, 
which overflowed Thessaly for the space of three 
months , and the fifth and last, in the time of 
Proteus, son of Neptune and Phaenice, or Oce- 
anus and Tethys, happened during the Trojan 
war this is that which was termed Pbarotitan, 
and which covered part of Egypt. Dioddrus 
Siculus mentions a sixth deluge, which hap- 
pened in Samothrace. The tradition of the 
universal deluge, diffused amongst thd* most 
distant nations, had conduced to embellish the 
flood of Deucalion, as is evident from the ac- 
count of Ovid, that it laid the whole earth un- 
der water, and that the waters overtopped the 
highest mountains, leaving none of the inha- 
bitants alive but one man and one woman.— 
With this also Lucan agrees ; and Diodorus 
asserts, that this deluge had destroyed all the 
living creatures upon the face of the earth.— 
But it is not in this only that the poets and 
historians coincide with Moses We discern 
so many resemblances in their works to his 
writings, and especially in those of Ovid, that 
he seems either to have read the book of Ge- 
nesis himself, or to have learned its contents 
from others After giving a description of the 
disorders which abounded in the world, he 
mentions the avarice, the parricides, the im- 
purity, and other crimes which prevailed a- 
inongst men, adding, that piety was sacrificed 
to the vilest passions He describes the war 
of the Giants against Heaven ; makes Jupiter 
hold a council, and declare to the other G6ds 
his resolution of punishing profligacy in the 
same manner as Moses repiesents the Almigh- 
ty; "I will destroy all Jiesb ” He afterwards 
says, that the first design of Jupiter was to 
have consumed the world by fire, but calling 
to mind that Fate had fixed the pei iod o( the 
general conflagration, he was content to buiy 
the earth under water The arrival of Deu- 
calion in Greece was m the ninth year of the 
reign of Cecrops at Athens, that is, about 21J 
or 220 years before the Trojan war, and about 
1400 before the Christian era Deucalion was 
deified after his death, had altars raised to his 
memory, and divine honours paid him by his 
subjedts. 

One of the Argonauts, a son of Minos, and a son 
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of Abbas, were all likewise called Deuca- 
lion. 

DEVANDIREN, king of the gods, according to 
the superstitious belief of the East-India Pa- 
gans They place him m Xoarcham, or Para- 
disc, with two wives and five concubines of 
surpassing beauty, where he presides over 
three hundred and thuty thousand millions of 
deities They relate of him, that being cloyed 
with the delights of heaven, he descended to 
earth, where he fell in love with the wife of a 
penitent, named Guadamen , that this holy 
man being used to rise at cock-crowing, to 
wash in the Ganges, Devandiren assumed the 
shape of a cock, and crowing much earlier than 
usual, the penitent arose and went to the river. 
Finding it, however, to be midnight, he re- 
turned to his house, and having surprized the 
deity in bed with his wife, not only m his rage 
cursed him, but wished his body might for ever 
be covered with such marks as should exaftly 
represent the part which occasioned his passion. 
These imprecations took elfeft, and the un- 
lucky divinity, ashamed to shew himself, in- 
treated Guadamen to relent His importunity 
was so far successful that the marks of his dis- 
grace were turned into eyes. 

DEVERRA, OR DEVERRONA, the goddess of 
the besom, (from deverro, to sweep) who was 
honoured paiticulaily when the corn sepaiated 
from the straw was swept together in heaps , 
and also when, on the birth of a child, the house 
wassweptto prevent, as was supposed. Sylvan us 
from entering, for fear he should torment the 
new delivered mother. 

DEVOTING, OR DEVOTION • This praftice, 
called among the Romans Devotio, was both of 
a private and public nature , private, as in the 
examples of the two Decii and Marcus Curtins, 
who devoted themselves to save the Romans 
or public, and performed by the Didlator, or 
Consul, at the head of their armies The form 
of devoting hostile armies is preserved by Ma- 
crobius '* Dis Pater, (i. e Pluto) Jupiter, 
Manes, or by what other name ye will be cal- 
led, 1 beseech ye to spread fear and terror in the 
army I shall designate to you, and throughout 
the city of Carthage May ye look upon them all 
as devoted and accursed , may ye deprive them 
of light, and rehiove at a distance from this 


country all those who shall bear arms against 
us, and shall attack our legions and Our ar- 
mies may all their armies, fields, cities, heads, 
and lives, be comprised in this wish, as far as 
they may be by the most solemn devoting — 
whereloie I devote them ; I charge them with 
all the mischief that may happen to myself, 
our magistrates, the Roman people, our ar- 
mies and our legions, that ye may preserve 
all those concerned in this war. This if ye do, 
I promise thee, O Earth ! mother of all things, 
and thee,great Jupiter 1 a sacrifice of three black 
sheep ” Antiquity hath not transmitted to us 
the form of private Devoting, but certain it is 
there was one, foi when Decius devoted him- 
self he gave notice to the pontiff Valerius to 
proceed to pronounce the form Whenever the 
law devoted any man to death, it was permit- 
ted to kill him. There was a law of Romulus 
conceived in these terms “ If any patron de- 
fraud his client, let him be devoted.” It was 
to Pluto, or Dis, and the other infernal dei- 
ties, that criminals were devoted. Devotion 
was also a sort of sacrifice or ceremony, where- 
by the parties consecrated themselves to the 
service of some person ; but this Devotion to 
particular persons was not known among the 
Romans, till the time of Augustus. The day 
after the title Augustus had been given to Orta- 
vius, Pacuviiis, aTiibune of the people, said 
he would devote and consecrate himself to him, 
as was praftised among the barbarous nations, 
to obey him eVen at the expence of life, if so 
commanded His example was followed, and 
it came at length to be an established custom 
never to go with salutations to the emperor, 
without declaring they were devoted to him. — 
Augustus, though seeming to oppose this vile 
and infamous flattery, rewarded, notwithstand-r 
ing, the author. 

Of the first kind of devoting, in later ages, the 
curse of Ernulphus is a striking specimen. 

DEX AMENE, one of the Nereides. 

DEX AMENDS, king of Olene. See Moltontdes. 

DEXITHEA, the wife of Minos 

DEXIUS, was killed by Glaucus in the Trojan 
war. 

DIA, a name of the goddess Hebe, who was great- 
ly honoured by the Sicyonians, they having 
built to her, underthis title, a celebrated tern pie. 
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Andihet Dim tirig datjghter of Deion, and mother, 
bylxion, ofPiHthous. 

DIACTORtDES, a suitor of Agansta. 

Also the father of Eury dame, wife of Leutychides. 

DI ACTORUS, a surname of Mercury. 

DIALIA, sacrifices instituted by Numa, and per- 
formed by the Flamn Dtalts. It was not, how- 
ever, so absolutely necessary that the Dialia 
should be conduced by him, as that others 
might not officiate ; for we find in Tacitus, that 
if he were sick, or detained by any other public 
employ, the Pontifices toOk his place. The 
Dialia were probably sacrifices to Jupiter, since 
the Latin term Dtalts, has a reference to that 
god. 

DIAMASTIGOSIS, an ancient solemnity at 
Sparta, m honour of Diana Orthia, so called 
airo ra fAKfiyat, from whipping, because it was 
usual to whip boys at the altar of the goddess 
These boys were originally free-born Spartans, 
but in after times the children of slaves They 
were called BufMvttxxt, from the exercise they 
underwent at the altar, which was severe and 
cruel ; and lest the officer, out of compassion, 
should remit anything of its rigour, the priestess 
of Diana stood by during the ceremony, hold- 
ing in her hand the image of the goddess, 
which naturally was vei'y light, and easy to be 
born, but, if the boys were spared, became so 
ponderous, that the priestess could scarcely 
sustain its weight. Lest the boys should faint 
under the infliftion, their parents were usually 
present, to encourage them to receive the dis- 
cipline with patience. Historians inform us 
that the bravery and resolution of the boys was 
so great on this occasion, that though they were 
lashed till the blood rushed forth, and some- 
times to death, yet they never uttered the least 
cry, groan, or complaint Those who died under 
this religious whipping, were buried with gar- 
lands on their heads, in token of joy and vic- 
tory, and were honoured with a public fune- 
ral. From what origin this custom had its 
rise, is not agreed by the ancients Some af- 
firm it to have been instituted by Lycurgus, 
and designed to habituate their youth to pain, 
and render them fearless and insensible of 
wounds. Others pretend it was practised in 
compliance with an oracle, which commanded 
that human blood should be shed upon Diana’s 
Fol. I. 4 


altar. By some it is reported to have been aS 
ancient a^ Oi:estes^ who transplanted it firom 
Scythia into Lacdnia, with the image of Diana 
Taurica, to whom the Scythians offered human 
sacrifices The Lacedemonian^ detested this 
barbarous rite, but, fearing the anger of the 
goddess should they wholly relinquish it, they 
enacted that a boy, every year, should be whip- 
ped at her altar, till the blood sprung from 
him. Others relate that Pausanias, the Sparten 
general, as he was offei mg saci ifices and prayers 
before the fight with Mardonius, was set upon 
by a company of Lydians, whom he repelled 
with whips and staves, the only weapons the 
Lacedemonians were then furnished with ; and 
that this solemnity was instituted to comme- 
morate the faCl. 

DIANA, daughter of Jupiter and Latona, and 
sister of Ajjollo, w'as born in the island of De- 
los She had a three-fold divinity, being stiled 
Diana on earth, Luna, or the Moon, in hea- 
ven, and Hecate, or Proserpine, in hell. The 
poets say slie had three heads, one of a horse, 
another of a woman, or wild sow, and the 
third of a dog , others of a bull, a dog, and a 
lion Hesiod makes Diana, Luna, and He- 
cate, three distinCt goddesses. Amidst this 
confusion it may not be improper to consider 
what authors say of them apart, still remember- 
ing that what is said of each of the other two is 
applied to Diana, the daughter of Jupiter and 
Latona. Andjiri# of Diana Her father, at her 
request, granted her perpetual virginity, be- 
stowed on her a bow and arrows, appointed her 
queen of woods and forests, and assigned her 
sixty Nymphs, called Occaniae, and twenty of 
the Asiae, as guards and attendants. Diana 
became the patroness of hunting, from the cir- 
cumstances narrated under the article Bnto~ 
mortis. The adventures of this goddess make a 
considerable figure in poetical story, and serve 
to shew, that her virtue was not only inviolable, 
but very severe,as the histories of AClaeon, Me- 
leager, Alpheus, Pryene, and Chione, will suffi- 
ciently shew. Diana presided over fishermen, 
and all in general who used nets for taking game. 
The vindictiveness of her temper was ever 
pi omptto break forth against those who excited 
her displeasure, destroying fiockswith diseases, 
corns with nipping frosts, and overwhelming 
Hh 
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parents with the loss of children.— As Diana 
and Luna, this goddess had a variety of other 
names, which are all explained in their order 
viz. Alilat, Anailis, Aorsa, Arghia, Aricina, 
Artemis, Brauronia, Chitone, Chitonia, Co- 
ryphea, Cynthia, Delia, Didlynna, Euclia, 
locheacra, Lya, Miltha, Opis, Orthia, Ortho- 
sia, Persia, Phoebe, Saronia, Solvizona, Stym- 
piulia, Speculatrix, Tergeniina, Triformis, Ty- 
chc, Upis. 1 hose peculiar to her, as Hecate, 
were Brimo, Bubastis, Propyla, Proserpine, 
and Trivia. The sacrifices olFcred to Diana 
were the first fruits of the earth, oxen, rams, 
and white hinds ; human vi£lims were some- 
times presented to her in Greece, as we find in 
the case of Iphigenia , and the Lacedemonians 
in particular ofibred human vidims to Diana 
Orthia, whose statue was brought from Tau- 
rus, by Orestes and Iphigenia The Albani- 
ans, upon the Caspian sea, used to sacrifice a 
man to the Moon, who was their particular 
goddess A boy and a girl were immolated a- 
mong the Acheans , and at Taurus all the 
Greeks who were shipwrecked u|>ou that coast 
became viflims to Diana the virgin, or else 
were thrown from a precipice At Castabula 
in Cilicia was a temple sacred to Diana, where 
her votaries walked upon burning coals. Her 
festivals, a full account of which is given under 
each, were the Amarynthia, Bendideia, Brau- 
ronia, Caloidla, Carya, Chithonia, Cnacalesia, 
Diflynnia, Diamastigosis, Elaphcbolia, Hym- 
nia, Laphna, Limnatidia, Munyrhia, Nclei- 
dia, Saronia, Stopheia, Stymphalia, Tauropolia, 
Tithonidia, and Triclaria. The priest of Di- 
ana Aricina, so called from the town Aricia, 
was, according *to Strabo, to be a murderer 
his words are, " The sacred groves of Diana 
are upon the left side of the way when you go 
out of Aricia. As to her temple in that place, 
what was formerly said of Diana Taurica is 
there confirmed, a custom prevailing among 
them becoming only Scythians and Barbarians, 
for he alone is constituted priest who has first 
murdered his predecessor he is a fugitive, and 
carries always a drawn sword in his hand to de- 
fend himself, and is ever upon his guard for 
fear of an attack ” The ancient fabulous his- 
tories of our own country, which make the 
Trojan Brutus to have been the first king of 


the Britons, relate that that prince was directed 
by an oracle of the goddess Diana to land in 
this island. The story relates, that Brutus hav- 
ing set sail from Greece with a large fleet, ar- 
rived at an island called Legrecia, where was 
a temple of Diana , here he sacrificed to the 
goddess, and holding a cup of wine, mixed 
with the blood of a white deer, addressed her 
to this purport “ O goddess of the woods, 
and terror of the mountain boars ! thou whose 
divinity resides both m heaven and hell, unfold 
my fate ’ say what country thou wouldst have 
me to inhabit, and where I shall pay thee wor- 
ship, and build a temple to thy honour.” He 
repeated this nine times, and laying himself 
dow'n to sleep, received an answer from the 
goddess, in a vision, to the following efFe6t 
O Brutus ! there is, in the western part of 
the world, beyond the kingdom of the Gauls, 
an island surrounded on all sides by the sea 
it was formerly inhabited by giants, but being 
deserted by them, is now a proper country for 
thy followers to settle in thither bend thy 
course, for there shalt thou find a secure re- 
treat, and thy descendants another Troy . there 
shall thy posterity reign, and subdue the whole 
eaith.” The story adds, that Brutus, encoura- 
ged by this answer of Diana, settled in Britain, 
where he reigned, and his posterity after him, 
till the arrival of the Romans under Julius Cae- 
sar. — Diana was represented of an uncommon 
high stature, her hair dishevelled, a bow in her 
hand, and a quiver at her back, a deer skin 
fastened on her breast, and her purple robe 
tucked up to her knees, with gold buckles or 
clasps, and attended by Nymphs in a hunting 
dress, with nets and hounds. Though Diana 
w'as so rigid in the point of chastity on earth, 
she IS said to have relaxed in the heavens, where, 
under the charafter of Luna, she bore Jupiter a 
daughter called Ersa, orthe Dew, and even Pan, 
not the most captivating of the celestial fra- 
ternity, is said to have deceived her m the shape 
ot a lam Luna was by some thought to be 
descended from Hyperion and Theia, by others 
to have been not sister, but daughter, of the 
Sun ; adding, that she was wife of the Air, and 
mother of the Dew ; that there was a time when 
there was no Moon ; that the Arcadians had a 
king named Proselenus, son of Orchomenus, 
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who was prior to her, and that she appeared a 
little time before Hercules encountered the Gi- 
ants. The Egyptians worshipped this deity 
both as male and female, the men sacrificing 
to it as Luna, and the women as Lunus, each 
sex assuming the dress of the other. Indeed 
this goddess was no other than the Venus Ura- 
nia, or Coelcstis, of the Assyrians, whose wor- 
ship and rites the Phoenicians introduced into 
Greece. The inhabitants of Caran in Mesopo- 
tamia thought that such as believed the Moon 
to be a goddess, would be slaves to their wives, 
as long as they lived , but that they who es- 
teemed her to be a god, would always be their 
masters. Under this character Diana was also 
called Lucina, a name she held in common with 
Juno, and had the protection of women in la- 
bour, though some make Lucina daughter of 
Jupiter and Juno, born in Ciete, and conse- 
quently a distinct goddess from either Luna 
IS thought to have power in enehantments, be- 
cause, with the other planets, areording to 
their several dispositions, she produecs won- 
deiful effects The sorcerers of Thessaly 
boasted they had power to draw her, by then 
magic, to the earth , and many imagined her 
to descend when, by an eclqise, she disappeared 
from their sight The method used of restoi ing 
her to her place, was by beating drums and 
brazen instruments, which noise being louder 
than the magical charms, might counteract, or 
overpower their force. The history of her most 
celebrated amour will be found in the article 
Etidymion. Luna is said to have requested from 
her mother a garment that would fit her , but 
such a gift, it was replied, is impossible, since 
her shape was continually changing. The poets 
attribute to her a party-coloui ed garment, to 
shew her various aspeCts, but before she put it 
on she bathed m the ocean. A black bull, and 
horned, was sacred to her, as an emblem of 
her interlunar and waxing state her brother 
has four horses, she but two, to intimate their 
different velocities. As Luna, Diana was re- 
presented with a crescent on her head, in a sil- 
ver chariot drawn by two white horses, which 
some change to mules, because that animal is 
barren, and to express that the moon had no 
light of her own, but such as she borrowed from 
the Sun, Some make her conductors a white, 
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and a black horse; to express the wane and full 
of the Moon, others oxen, on account of the 
lunar horns. Sometimes she is covered with a 
veil, to symbolize her eclipses. — Diana, as He- 
cate, according to some authors, was daughter 
of Jupiter and Ceres, or Astoria, who exposed 
her in the common road, whei e she was taken 
up by shephei ds, and brought up by them a- 
mong the Phaereans , by others she is reputed 
daughter of Aristaeus, Tartarus, Nox, or Persa 
She was goddess of the infernal regions, and on 
that account is often confounded with Proser- 
pine Abundance of dogs always followed her, 
and she was said to devour them, because they 
were sacrificed to her in p’aces where three 
ways met. She herself, though sometimes re- 
presented in the shape of a bitch, was held in 
thegreatest honour among the people of Aegina, 
Bocotia, and Athens. Houses and doors were 
under her safeguard and piotcClion She also 
presided over high-ways and streets, on which 
account the Athenians, every new moon, made 
a supper for her in the open avenues of the city, 
which in the night was ate up by the pool ; 
and, foi this leason, she was esteemed the pio- 
tcClrcss of debtors and vagabonds Having 
spent her time in forests, she discovered the 
use of hcibs, but when hunting she used to 
kill not only beasts, but men The herbs she 
sought after weie chiefly the pernicious, and 
with these having poisoned her father Peisa, 
she got possession of the kingdom of Cholchos 
Marrying her uncle AIca, she is said to have 
born Circe, who equally delighting in mischief, 
poisoned also hci father, and succeeded to lus 
dominions Hecate was accounted likewise the 
inventress of enchantments, so that succeeding 
magicians were wont to invoke her Their ce- 
remonies were performed at midnight, on the 
side of a river, under a tree called Lotus, by a 
|x?rson in an azure-coloured garment, who, 
digging a pit in the ground, and having cut 
the throat of an ewe lamb, burned it ovei the 
pit, at the same time pouring out honey, and 
calling upon Hecate by name. This being 
done, the person departed, but without look- 
ing backward, whatever noise he might hear 
of trampling or howling behind. When these 
observances were finished, apparitions, called 
Hecataea appeared, which changed themselves 
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into various shapes, according to the fpfce of 
i'mftgination. Eui^hius gives an account o^ a 
ma'j^car staiue of this goddws^ of a very es^tra- 
• orcnnary composition tVy took ipyifrh, m- 
cense of Arabia^ Styrax, aja4 certain aniinals 
called »rx»\ti(3urM, (which some interpret to be 
lizards, others rats, and others moles,) and re- 
ducing them all to a powder, they made of 
them a paste, which they moulded into the fi- 
gure of Hecate There are various conjedlures 
roncerning the name Hecate, which is supposed 
to come fr6m a Greek word signifying an hun- 
dred, either because an hundred victims at a 
time used to be offered to her, or else because 
b^ her edicts the ghosts of those who die with- 
out burial, wander an hundred years upon the 
hanks of the Styx Mythologists say that He- 
cate is the order and force of the Fates, who ob- 
tain froni the Divine Power that influence which 
they have over human bodies ; that the opera- 
tions of the Fates are hidden, but descend by 
the means and interposition of the stars, where- 
fore it is necessary that all inferior things sub- 
mit to the cares, calamities, and death which 
the Fates bring upon them, without any possi- 
bility of resisting the Divine will. Hesiod re- 
lates of Hecate, to shew the extent of her power, 
that Jupiter had heaped gifts and honours upon 
h{er far above all the other deities ; that she 
was emix’ess of the earth and sea, and all things 
which are comprehended in the compass of the 
heavens , that she was a goddess easy to be en- 
treated, kind, and always ready to do good, 
bountiful of gold and riches, which are wholly 
in her power , that whatever springs from seed, 
whether in heaven, or on earth, is subject to 
her, and that she governs the fates of all things. 
As Hecate, Diana was represented of an exces- 
sive height, her head covered with frightful 
snakes, and her feet of a serpentine form, sur- 
rounded with dogs, the latter animal being sa- 
cred to her, and she sometimes exhibited under 
it. At others, her images were crowded with 
branches of the oak. Fgr the temples and wor- 
ship of Diana, see Temples. 

As to the signifitation of‘ this fahle;, it tt.said thgt 
if we have recourse tq £he Eg^^th^ key, we 
shall find this three-fold goddess the same sym- 
bol with Juno and Cyb^le, Thi^ Greek sculp- 
tors liad too good a ta^te to endure tli|^ h^d;J^ 


the hull w goaf, d^tips ijjhipb, tbcjf her- 

rovfed from that ; thfiy therefore al- 

tered these hi^rog^pbical^ figures to their own 
ihode, but took care to {i(rei|^c\e the a^ttributes, 
by disposing thi^m in a mpre^ manner, 

l^he lunar symbol among frie l^gyptians was 
called Hecat^ or Achete* the o«/y, pr excellent, 
and by the Syrians Achot, the sister • the lat- 
ter also stiled her Dew, or Dewne, from Det, 
sufficiency, and Demffer, from Det, and Mater, 
rain, i. e. plenty of ram. The crescent and full 
moon over her head at the naomenia, made her 
mistaken for that planet, and the time of the 
interlunia, during which she remained invisi- 
ble, she was supposed to take a turn to the invisi- 
ble world, and so got the name of Hecate. Thus 
the tripartite goddess arose and the meaning of 
the ancient symbols being confounded and for- 
gotten, asenselessjargon offableandsuperstition 
was introduced in its place ; a point which, on 
this occasion, can never be too exactly attended 

to. ^We shall close this account of Diana 

with some further particulars on the modes of 
representing her. Of all the various chaxaflers 
of this goddess, says Mr. Spence, there is no one 
more known than that of her presiding over 
woods, and delighting in hunting. T he Diana Ve- 
natrix, or goddess of the chace, is frequently re- 
presented as running on« and with her vest as 
flying back with the wind, notwithstanding ifaf 
being shortened, and girt about her for expedi- 
tion. She is tall of stature, and her face, though 
so very handsome, is something manly. Her 
legs are bare, well shaped, and very strong. 
Her feet too are sometimes bare, and sometimes 
adorned with a sort of buskin, which was worn 
by the huntresses of old. She often.has a quiver 
on her shoulder, and sometimes holds a javelin, 
but more usually ,her bow, in her right hand. 
It is thus she makes her appearance in several of 
her statues,^ and it is thus the Roman poets de- 
scribe her, particularly in the epithets they 
g\ve -this goddess, in the use of which they are 
so happy, that they often, bring the idea of 
whole figures of her into your mind by one sip- 
gle ,W9rd. The.statuea of. this Diana were very 
fr«q,vont in.wpodat:. shewaa represented-there 
in all the.di^iwTnt ,waya.t]:|ey> could tl^k of ; 
sqmetimea ya, hanting,. somelimes . as bathmg, 
aqd a<V90t4mito>IMjr«itiirg Jierself aftec.heo.&- 
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Thfr helfhth of Diana’s statne is fre- 
quently marked out in the poets, and that, ge- 
nerally, by comparing her with her Nymhs.— • 
The sight of that famous pi<5ture of thht god- 
dess by Apelles, in which this was so finely ex- 
pressed, would be highly gratfiying could it be 
obtained. Another greidcharaAei'ofDhmaisthat 
under w hich she is represeaised as the intelligence 
which presides over the planet of the Moon ; 
in which she is depicted m her car as directing 
that planet Her figure under this charaAer 
is frequently enough to be met with on relie- 
vos, gems, and medds, which generally ex- 
hibit her with a lunar ciuwn, orci-escent on 
her forehead, and sometimes as drawn by stags, 
sometimes by does, but, more commonly than 
either, by horses. The poets speak of her cha- 
riot and her horses ; they agree with the ar- 
tists in giving her but two, and shew, that the 
jimnters of old generally drew them of a per- 
fe6l white colour. There is a gem in the Great 
Duke’s colledlion at Florence, on which the 
goddess is drawn by two heifers ; a particular 
unnoticed by any of the Roman poets of the 
good ages. It was this Diana, (the intelligence 
that was supposed to preside over the Moon ) 
who was fabled to fall in love with Endyhiion , 
and, if we consider the occasion of her love for 
him, according to the accounts the ancients 
have left of that fable, it may appear, perhaps, 
to have been only a philosophical amour, or, 
what we call, platonic affection, and so may 
not interfere with her general charafter of chas- 
tity. However that be, the story is very 
common, in particular on ancient saico 
phagi, which shew her descending to a shep- 
herd asleep, with a veil over her head ; whence 
a line in Valerius Flaccus, that possibly has 
been censured as obscure, becomes not only 
clear, but -very descriptive of her appearance 
There is some reason to think, that this fable 
nught have been meant originally of the eclip 
ses of the moon, and if so, her veil would ■ be 
the most significant part of her dressi A third 
remarkable way of representing Diana was, 
wkh three bodies ; this is very common' among 
the ancient' figures of the goddess, and, it 'is 
hence the poets call her the triple,' the tbrOe- 
hesadad, and the three-bodied Diana. Her drs- 
tinguisMng jDame.imder this triple appearance 


is Hecate, or Trivia,' a gbddets frequently in- 
voked in enchafitmeiits, end fit for suth black 
operatibns ; for this is ^he iirfema! Diana, and 
as such IS represented Urith the charsiSleristics 
of a Fury, rather than' as Onebf tlie twelve great 
Celestial Deities. aH her hands hold instru- 
ments of terror, and generally grasp either 
cords, or swords, or serpents, or fire-brands. 
Thert are several other less distinguished cha- 
radters of Diana, of which one may be mention- 
ed that seems to have been overlooked As 
there was a Venus which they called the Venus 
Coelestis, so there was a Diana which one might 
properly enough call the Diana Coelestis, by 
which name is not meant the power she has in 
the heavens, opposed to the powers she had in 
hell, and upon earth, but the appearance she 
makes when she was to assist in the great 
council of the gods, or to stand in the pre- 
sence of Jupiter Under this charadler she is 
larger, and more conspicuously dressed, with 
a full robe falling down to her feet, though she 
still retains her bow and the quiver on her 
shoulders 

To these notices, collcdled for the most part by 
Mr. Spence, may he added, that Diana has more 
. of the form and air of a virgin, than any other 
of the supei lor goddesses. Endo^ ed with all the 
attradtions of her sex^ she appears unconscious 
of it Her eyes full of chearfulness are diredl- 
ed towards' the objedl of her pleasuies, the 
chace. The goddess being usually represented 
running, as constantly looks forward, and re- 
gardless of objedls at hand, diredts her view to 
a distance. Her hair colledled i ound her head 
; is raised upon it, and iormed in a knot, like a 
I virgin’s behind on her neck. No diadem a- 
dorns her brow, nor is there on her forehead 
' any of those ornaments assigned her by the 
I moderns Hei* figuse is more agile and slini than 
' those of Juno or Pallas A mutilated statue 
I of Diana would be as easily distinguished from 
' that of the othdr goddesses, as in the descrip- 
i tions of Homer from the Oreads her attendants. 
Diana is generally represented in a single vest- 
ment tucked up almost to the knee, but some- 
times in long drapery. She is the only god- 
dess exhibited with hef right breast uncovered 
Like most other divinities, the first representa- 
tions of this goddess were of the rudest form. 
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as is evident from the Diana of Icarus^ and the 
Diana Patroa. A curious Diana Triformis is 
preserved in the Capitol. For her figure as the 
Diana of Ephesus, see Cybele. 

DIANI A TURBA , troop of Dtam, or the dogs 
her attendants in the chace. 

DIANTINIA, a festival at Sparta, of which no- 
thing particular is transmitted but the name. 

DIASIA, a festival at Athens in honour of Jupi- 
ter, surnamed *• e. the propitious It 

was so called from Ai«; x«i mi umt, t. c from 
Jupiter and Misfortune ; because, by making 
supplications to Jupiter, they obtained protec- 
tion and deliverance from dangers and evils. 
It was celebrated about the end of Antheste- 
rion without the city, and to it a great con- 
course of Athenians resorted, feasting and of- 
fering sacrifices At the same time there is said 
to have been a public mart, in which all sorts 
of goods were exposed to sale , and, therefore, 
Strepsiades, in Aristophanes, saith. He bought 
his son Phidippides a little chariot at this fes- 
tival, Plutarch mentions another festival to 
Jupiter, in which a solemn procession was made 
by men on horseback 

DICE, OR EQUITY, daughter of Jupiter and 
Themis, or Prudence, was a constant atten- 
dant at his throne. 

DICTAEA CORONA, the constellation of Ari- 
adne, who was brought by Theseus from the 
island of Crete, conspicuous lor the mountain 
Diftae 

DICTAEAE NYMPH AE, Nymphs of the isle' 
of Crete, so called from Di6lae, the moun- 
tain 

DICTAEUS, a surname of Jupiter fiom Mount 
Diftae, he having been said to have been brought 
up and worshipped there 

DICTYNNA, a Nymph of Crete, and the inven- 
tress of hunting nets, vas one ol Diana’s com- 
panions. To avoid the importunities of Minos, 
it has been said, that she threw herself into the 
sea, but being taken in the fishermens’ nets, 
iixrvx, thence obtained this name Some make 
hei to have been the same with Biitomartis. — 
Dilynna was a surname both of Diana and Mi- 
ll ei va 

DICTYNNIA, a Spartan festival in honour of 
Diana, sui named Diftynna, from a city of 
Ciete, or from a Cretan Nymph, one of her 


companions in hunting, who waa called Die- 
tynna. 

DICTYS, one of the Centaurs, killed at the mar- 
riage of Pirithous. 

DIDO, whose name was originally Eltxa, was 
daughter ofBelus, the second king of Tyre, in 
Phoenicia. Pygmalion, her brother, ascended 
the throne after the death of his father, and 
Eliza was married to'^Sicarbas, (Virgil calls 
him Sichaeus) priest of Hercules, her mother’s 
brother, who was possessed of vast riches, but 
which, for fear of Pygmalion, he was obliged 
to keep BO secret, that he was only conjeftured 
to be wealthy. This, however, was enough to 
infiame the avarice of the king, who, without 
regard to the ties of blood which united them, 
cruelly murdered Sicarbas. Eliza dissembling 
her resentment, gave out, that she was desirous 
to leave a place which served only to renew 
her grief, and repair to the court of her bro- 
ther Pygmalion presuming she would bnng 
with her the treasures of her husband, sent 
her a ship and convoy, but having the precau- 
tion, before she embarked, to lodge in the ship 
some bales of sand, and, at the same time giv- 
ing out, she was going to sacrifice to the manes 
of her husband whatever was most dear to her, 
she threw them into the sea, telling those on 
board it was the treasure of the unfortunate 
Sicarbas, and therefore, that their only re- 
source was to fly with her, since Pygmalion, 
when he found them come back without the 
expelled treasures, would certainly put them 
all to death. Induced by this suggestion to 
seek sanctuary from the pei’^ecution of their 
sovei eign, they first landed in Cyprus, whence 
Eliza carried off fifty young virgins, whom she 
gave m marriage to her companions The 
wind next drove them to the coast of Africa, 
where disembarking, they raised a fort conti- 
guous to the spot on which Carthage was built. 
We are told, that Eliza bargained with the na- 
tives for land to the extent of the hide-of a 
bull, with which, when cut into thongs, she 
encompassed a quantity of ground sufficient for 
the citadel called, from that transaction, Byrsa, 
or the bide. This, however, may be considered 
as one of those idle fables, which has its basis 
only in Grecian etymology, the inventors not 
knowing, that bostra, or Ixtbrucbt in the Phoe- 
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' nician language imports, a citadel. After the 
Phoenicians led by Eliza into this part of Afri- 
ca, had established their settlement, they be- 
came desirous of compelling her to marry, and 
proposed to her larbas, king of Mauritania, 
who had declared war against them. She re- 
quired three months to deliberate on her an- 
swer, and during that time having ere^ed a 
funeral pile, as if by some sacrifice, she meant 
to appease the manes of her former husband, 
stabbed herself with a poniard, and died of the 
wound Hence the name of Dido, or the reso- 
lute woman, is said to have been given her By 
a strange course of history, instead of repre- 
senting her as having killed herself rather than 
marry, Virgil makes her so much in love with 
Aeneas, as to be driven by his departure to 
that a£t of despair * and to this the poet adds an 
anachronism, in the general estimation, of 300 
years , for such was the interval between Aeneas 
and Dido, Troy having been taken in the time 
of the Judges, and Pygmalion, Dido’s brother, 
not having been born till the reign of Joram, 
king of Judah accordingly, Bochart makes 
Dido aunt to the infamous Jezebel, whom A haz 
married, and who brought so many calamities 
on the children of Israel. Dido left the king- 
dom of Tyre in the seventh year of Pygmalion’s 
reign, 247 yeais after the taking of Troy, and 
9J3 years before the Christian era Virgil’s 
chronology, however, is justified by Sir Isaac 
Newton, though a great number of learned 
men maintain, that Aeneas lived 300 years be- 
fore Dido, and that he was never either in Car- 
thage or Italy. See Aeneas 

DIDYMA, a surname of Diana. 

DIDYMAEON, a quarter of Miletus, where 
he had a temple and oracle Also the name of 
the temple itself. 

DIDYMAEUS, a surname under which Apollo 
was worshipped, as the dispenser of the twin 
light, or light both by day and by night 

Didymaeus was also a surname of Janus 


I Sec Dies Festi, 


DIES ATRI 
DIES COMITIALES 
DIES COMPERENDINI. 

DIES FASTI. 

DIES FESTI. When Numa divided the year 
into twelve months, he made a distinftion 
also in the days, by subdividing them into the 


• 

classes of Dies Festi, Profesti, and Intercisi * 
the Jirst were consecrated to the gods; the se- 
cond, allotted for the civil business of men ; and 
the third, divided between sacred and ordinary 
employments The Dies Festi were set apart 
for the celebration of these four solemnities, 
Saciificia, Epulac, Ludi, and Feriae. Sacii- 
ficid were no more than public sacrifices to the 
gods , Epulae were a sort of banquets celebrat- 
ed to the honour of the deities ; Ludi were 
public sports instituted with the same design ; 
and Feriae were cither public or piivate. the 
public were of four sorts, Stativac, Concep- 
tivae, Imperativae, and Nundmac Feriae Sta- 
tivae were public leasts kept by the whole 
city, accoiding to the set time appointed in 
tlic calendai let their observation, as the A- 
gonalia, Carineutalia, Lupeicalia, &c. Feriae 
Conceptivac were such as the magistrates or 
priests appointed annually to be celebrated 
upon what days they pleased, as the Latinae, 
Paganalia, Conipitalia, &c Feriae Impera- 
tivae were such as the consuls, praetors, or 
dictators instituted by virtue of their own 
authority, and commanded to be observed 
upon solemn occasions, as the gaming of a 
vi6lory, and the like Nundinae were days 
set apart for the concourse of the people out 
of the country and neighbouring towns to ex- 
pose their commodities to sale, the same as 
our great maikets oi fans They had the 
name of Nundinae, because they were kept 
every ninth day, as Ovid informs us It must 
be remembered, that though the Nundinae at 
first were of the number of the Feriae, yet 
they were afterwards by law declared to be 
Dies Festi. Feriae Private, were holy-days 
observed by particular persons or families upon 
several accounts, as biiths, funerals, and the 
like So much for the Dies Festi D/rs Fash 
were the same as our court days, upon which 
it was lawful for the praetor to sit injiidginent, 
and to pronounce these thiee solemn words, 
do, duo, addico — / sit here to give law, declare 
right, adjudge losses. All other days, (except 
the Intercisi,) were called Nefasti, because it 
was not lawful to pronounce these woids upon 
them , that is, the courts were not open. Dies 
Comitiales were such days as the Comitia, or 
public assemblies of the iieoplc were held upon. 
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are shut up to vo^!> a» Ovid 
e;^press^ it. plea Comperendioi were days 
^^hen i^raojia that had been sued oiiglit give 
i^l, pj^operly da 3 ra of ac^ownment. Dies 
Stati were days appointed for tlie decision of 
any cause between a I^oipan and a foreigner 
Dies Praeliares^ were such days upon which 
they thought it lawful to, engage in any a6i of 
hostility ; for« of some parti- 

cular feasts, as the Saturnalia, the Latinae, and 
that which they called Cum mundus patet, con- 
secrated to Dia and Proserpina, they reckoned 
it impious to raise, ma^'ch, of ei^ercise their 
men, or to encounter wjith the enemy, unless 
first attacked. If we make a division of the 
Roman days into fortunate and unfortunate. 
Dies Fostriduani, t e the next day after the 
calends, nones, or ides, wei e always reckoned 
of the latter sort, and therefore had the names 
of Dies Atn A. Gellius gives us the reason 
of this observation from Flaccus, because they 
had taken notice for seveul ages, that tliose 
days had proved unluckly to the state in the 
loss of battles, towns, and otiier casualties. — 
He tells us, in the same place, that the day be- 
fot% the fourth of the calends, nones, or ides, 
was always reckoned unfortunate, but he does 
not know for what reason, unless it m ei e, tiiat 
the great overthrow at Cannae happened on 
such a day. 


DIES INTERCISI. 1 
DIES NEFASTI. f 


See Dws FisU 


DIESPITER, OR DIJOVIS, a name of Jupiter, 
because he cheers and comforts us with the 
light of the day, as much as with life itself , or, 
because he was believed to be the cause of light. 
Some authors contend, that he was the. same 
with Dtos Pater, Jupiter being called in Greek 
Zwt, or Afv(, whence the obliq.ue case hou &c 
St. Augustin derives the name from dies, day, 
and partus, produdtwn, brttigtng forth, it being 
Jupiter that brings forth the day ; of which 
sentiment are Servius and Macrobius, the for- 
mer adding, that in the language of the Qsci 
they called him Lucetms, and, in Latin, ^ Dies, 
piter. 


DIES PRAELIARES. 1 

DIES PROFESTI. > See Dus Fasti. 

DIES ST ATI. 

DJI ADSCRIPTITII, t\xasec(md, class of deities. 


or gods of lower raok and dignity, because 
they shine with, a less degree of glory, and have 
’ been placed among the gods, as Tully says, by 
their own merits , whence they are called Ad 
scnpttUi, Minusculani, PutatiUi, and Indigetes, 
because now they wanted nothing; or, be- 
cause, being translated from the earth into 
heaven, they conversed with the gods ; or be- 
uig assigned to certain places, committed pe- 
culiarly to their care, they divelt in them to 
discharge that duty with which they were in- 
trusted. Thus Aeneas was made a god by his 
mother Venus, in the manner described by 
Ovid. See Dn Indigetes 

PII AVERRUNCL The Greeks called this spe- 
cies of gods or Mmni*inu9y, and their 

feast «m 7 rejuir«, sometimes «ir0rpo7r«Mt. ThoEgyp- 
tians had also their Dii Averrunci, or apotro- 
paa, who were piffured m a menacing posture, 
and sometimes with whips in their hands Isis 
was a divinity of this kind,, as is shewn by Kir- 
cher. The business of these deities was, to 
avert misfortunes. Apollo and Hercules were 
of their number among the Greeks, and Castor 
and Pollux among the Romans 

DII CONSENTES, gods of the firet rank and or- 
der See Deitus Celestial. 

Dll INDIGETES, a name which the ancients 
gave to some of their gods. There are various 
opinions on the origin and signification of the 
wuid Indigetes ; some pretending it was given 
to all the gods in general ; and others, only 
to the deim-gods, or great men deified ; others 
say. It was given to such gods as were originally 
of the country, or rather, such as were the gods 
of the country that bore< this name ‘ and others 
again hold, it was ascribed to such gods as 
were patrons and prote6torsof particular cities. 
Those of the first opinion maintain, that the 
gods were so called by antiphrasis, because they 
wanted nothing, the word coming from the 
verb indigeo, to want., If this were true, the 
word Indigetes would signify nearly the same 
thing in Latin with the Hebrew sebaddas, which 
the Scripture frequently gives to God, as im- 
plying, that he is self^ufiScient;, and needs no- 
thing. Those of thp second opinion, derive the 
word iTomwdigstare, to ctUl, invoke, these being < 
the gods who wo'e ordinarily sought to, and 
who lent thn readiest ear to the vows that were 
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made them. To this purpose they cite Ma- 
crobius, who uses the word indtgitare in that 
sense, telling us the Vestals make their invo- 
cation thus* Apollo Physician! Apollo Paean! 
Vcstales tta Indigitant > Apollo Medtce ' Apollo 
Paean f They add, that their books of prayers, 
and forms of invocation, were called Indigi- 
tamenta Lastly, others hold Indigetes to be 
derived from tnde gemtus, or, in loco degens ; or 
from inde, and ago for dago, I live, 1 inhabit, 
which last opinion ^seems the most probable. 
In efle6l it appears, Ist That these Indigetes 
were also called local gods, Dit Locales, or to- 
pical gods, which IS the same thing. 2dly. The 
Indigetes were, ordinarily, men deified, who 
indeed were, in effe£l, local gods, being esteem- 
ed the proteftors of those places where they 
were deified , so that the second and third opi- 
nions are very consistent 3dly. Virgil joins 
Palm with Indigetes, as being the same thing 
Dii Patrii Indigetes 4thly The gods to whom 
the Romans gave the name of Indigehs, were 
Faunus, Vesta, Aeneas, Romulus, all gods of 
Italy, and at Athens, Minerva, says Scrvius, 
and, at Carthage, Dido It is true, we meet 
with Jupiter Indiges, but that Jupiter Indigcs is 
Aeneas, not the great Jupiter, as is evident 
from Livy ; in which last sense Scrvius assures 
us, Indigcs came from the Latin in dtis ago, I am 
among tbe gods 

Dll MAJORUM GENTIUM. See Deities Ce~ 
lestial. 

DII MANES, the same with Inferni, or Infernal 
Gods, who tormented men to these tlie Hea- 
thens offered sacrifices, to assuage their indig- 
nation. The Pagan theology is somewhat ob- 
scure in regard to these gods Manes, some 
hold they were the souls of the dead ; others, 
that they were the genii of man , which last 
opinion suits best with the etymology of the 
word. The Heathens, it is evident, used the 
word Manes in both these senses, so that it 
sometimes signified the ghosts of the departed, 
and sometimes the infernal or subterraneous 
deities, and, in general, all divinities who pre- 
sided over tombs. The evocation of the Manes 
of the dead seems to have been very frequent 
among the Thessalians, but was expressly pro- 
hibited by the Romans. See Dliwes Infernal, 
Genii. 

Vol. /. 


DII MINORUM GENTIUM, gods of an infeiior 
class. 

DII MINUTI, gods of the third and lowest class, 
sometimes called Mtscellanei and Vesci, but more 
usually Semones, whose merits were not sulh- 
cient to gain them a place among the celestial 
gods, yet, their virtues were such, that tlic 
people thought them superior to mortal men 
They were called Potellarii, from certain small 
dishes, in which the ancients offered to the 
gods their saciifices, of which Ovid makes 
mention. 

DII MINUSCULARII. See Du Adscnputii. 

DII NIXII, divinities worshipped by the ancient 
Romans, supposed to assist women in the throes 
of child-bed They were supposed to be three 
in number, and the Romans placed their statues 
in the Capitol, over against the altar of Miner- 
va. It is said, the Romans brought them out 
of Syria after the defeat of Antiochus. These 
deities were represented in the posture of wo- 
men in labour 

DII OLYMPII, Olympian gods; so the ancient 
Athenians called the twelve chief deities, to 
whom they had dedicated a very magnificent 
altar Alexander the Great, after the conquest 
of Persia, desired to have his statue admitted m 
tlic number of these deities, and placed upon 
the same altar, which arrogant i equest the A- 
thenians, from a base spirit of flattery, readily 
complied with The DiiOlympii aie the same 
with the celestial deities See Deities Celes- 
tial. 

Dll PATRII It has been observed by Mr. Spence, 
that “ Virgil, by the Dii Patrii, means the great 
triad of deities first received over all the East, 
and afterwards successively in Greece and Ita- 
ly These the ancient w riters in gcnei al, fi om 
Herodotus down to Macrobius, usually call by 
the title of Qm n«Tpwoi, or Dii Patrii Tliere is 
an endless variety of opinions who these three 
deities were, who were so much revcied in the 
East, and particularly in the island of Samo- 
thrace j but among the Romans it is evident 
enough, that the three deities received as the 
three supreme, were Jupiter, Juno, and Mi- 
nerva, and therefore, Virgil adds the word 
Indigetes, to fii^ it to the dco< Tlxrfuot, or the three 
great supreme gods, received as such in his 
own country. Indigetes here is much the same 

I i 
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as Nostri in Juvenal, where he is speaking of 
these very deities They are therefore, no less 
personages than Jupiter, Juno, and Minerva, 
the three supreme among all the gods of the 
Romans. 

DIIPOLEIA, an Athenian festival celebrated on 
tlie 14th of the month Scirrophorion, so named, 
because it was sacred to Jupiter, surnamedPo- 
Ikus, or, protestor of the city. Sometihies it 
was called Buphonia, from killing an ox ; it 
being customary on this day to place certain 
cakes, of the same sort with those used at sa- 
crifices, upon a table of brass, round which was 
driven a select number of oxen, and the ox that 
ate of these cakes was immediately slaugh- 
tered the person who killed the ox was called 
BsTsf, or Porphyry reports, that no 

less than three families were employed in this 
ceremony, which received difl^erent names 
from their respedlive offices the family whose 
duty it was to drive the oxen, were called 
from MVTftv, t, e a goad ; those who 
knocked him down Bitr«iro(, being descended 
from Thaulon , and those who slaughtered and 
cut him up, daurfoi, t e butchers, or cooks. The 
origin of the custom is deduced from the cir- 
cumstance of an ox having eaten, at one of the 
festivals of Jupiter, a consecrated cake, where- 
upon the priest (whom some callThaulon,others 
Diomus, or Sopater,) actuated with pious zeal, 
killed the profane beast. At this time it being 
deemed a capital crime to kill an ox, the guilty 
priest was forced to secure himself by flight, 
and the Athenians, in his stead, took the bloody 
ox , arraigned it, and, according to Pausanias, 
brought it in Not gudty. Aelian, however, 
says, that the priest and people present at the 
solemnity, (ior th,ey also were accused, as being 
accessary to the fadl,) were acquitted, but the 
ox condemned. In memory of these occurren- 
ces, it became ever after customary for the 
priest to flee, and judgment to be given on the 
slaughter of the ox. 

DII PUTATITII. See Du Adscrtptitu. 

DIISEMONES. SeeDuMtnuti 

DlIVESCI SeeDuMtnuti. 

DINDYMIA, DINDYME, DINDYMINE, 
names of Cybele, from the mountain Dindy- 
mus in Phrygia. 

PlNOCHRATES, the architeft who finished the 


temple of Ephesus, after it had been burned 
by Erostratus. 

DIOCLEA, a festival at Megara, celebrated in 
the spring, to commemorate Diodes, who died 
in defence of a youth whom he loved. The 
particulars are described by Theocritus. 

DIOCLES. See Dwcleia. 

DIOCLEUS, of the race of Alpheus, reigned at 
Pharae, where he was visited by Telemachus 
and Pisistratus, son of Nestor. He is repeat- 
edly mentioned by Homer in the Odyssey. 

DIOGENIA. Both Celcus and Cephisus had 
daughters of this name. The latter married 
Erechtheus. 

DIOMEDEAE The companions of Diomedes 
despising Venus, whom their leader had wound* 
ed before Troy, were changed by the goddess 
to herons, which resembled for whiteness the 
swan. 

DIOMEDES, king of Aetolia, son of Tydeus and 
Deiphele, and the most valiant of the Grecian 
chiefs, next to Achilles and Ajax. He, with 
Euryalus and Sthenelus, led the Argivc and 
Aetolian troops against Troy, in fou];«score 
vessels. Diomedes signalized himself at the 
siege of Troy against Hedlor and Aeneas He 
makes great havock among the Trojans in 
the fifth Iliad ; and in the same book wounding 
even Venus, compels her to flee from his fury ; 
and assisted Ulysses in carrying oflT the Palla- 
dium. He was married to Aegealia, daughter 
of Adrastus, king of Argos, a woman of aban- 
doned morals, and particularly attached to 
Gametes, son of Sthenelus, to whom Diomedes 
had entrusted his kingdom during his atten- 
dance on the Grecian army. Upon his return, 
Diomedes narrowly escaped assassination from 
the intrigues of Aegealia, by taking sandluary 
in the temple of Juno ; after which he reti- 
red to Apulia in Italy, where he shared the 
kingdom with Daunus, who gave him his daugh- 
ter in marriage, and there built the city Argi- 
ripa. From his father he was called Tydides, 
and from his country Aetolius. See Aegealia. 

Diomedes : The eighth labour of Hercules. See 
Henules. 

DIOMEDA, daughter of Phorbas, whom Achil- 
les carried with him from Lemnos, was substi- 
tuted by him for Briseis, when Agamemnon de- 
prived him of her. 
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Another Dkmeda was wife of Deion, of Amy- 
clas. 

DIOMEIA, a Grecian festival in honour of Ju- 
piter Diomeus, or of Diomus, an Athenian 
hero, son of Q>Iyttus, from whom the inhabi- 
tants of one of the Athenian towns were named 

AlOjMIf. 

DIOMEUS. See Dumeta. 

DIOMUS. See Dtomta. 

DION AEA, a surname of Venus from Dione, her 
suppositious mother. 

DIONE, a sea-nymph, the fabled mother of Ve- 
nus by Jupiter. 

DIONYSIA, festivals in honour of Bacchus, sur- 
namcd Dumysm, sometimes called by the ge- 
neral name of Orgia, which word, though ap- 
plied to the mysteries of other deities, more 
particularly belongs to those of Bacchus. They 
are said to have been instituted in Egypt, and 
brought into Greece by Melampus. Plutarch 
affirms, that the Egyptian Isis and Osiris were 
the same with the Grecian Ceres and Bacchus ; 
and that the Grecian Dionysia were the same 
with the Egyptian Pamylia. They were ob- 
served with greater splendor, and more cere- 
monious superstition at Athens, than in any 
other part of Greece; for their years were 
numbered by them, as the chief Archon had 
a part in the management of them, and the 
priests who officiated at these solemnities were 
honoured with the first seats at public shews 
The ceremonies observed in the celebration of 
the Dionysia were briefly these A vessel of 
wine was brought forth, adorned with a vine 
branch ; next followed a goat ; then was carri- 
ed a basket of figs , and after all, the phalli. 
Sometimes the worshippers imitated, in their 
dress and a6tions, the poetical fi^ions concern- 
ing Bacchus • they wore fawn -skins, fine linen, 
and mitres they carried thyrsi, drums, pipes, 
flutes, and castanets ; and crowned themselves 
with garlands of trees, sacred to the god, such 
as ivy, the vine, and the fir, &c Some imi- 
tated Silenus, Pan, and the Satyrs, exposing 
themselves in whimsical dresses, and promising 
antic motions; some rode upon asses, others 
drove goats to the slaughter : persons of both 
sexes ran about the bills, deserts, and othei 
places, tossing their heads, gamboling in 
ridiculous postures, filling the air with hideous 
4 


yellings, personating men di8tra6ted, and cry- 
ing aloud Sun (r«Cei, Etwi Bane^i, v I«Sax;^t, or 
I« Processions constituted a considera- 

ble part of these solemnities, in which persons 
appointed carried vessels, one of which was 
filled with water, then followed a seledt num- 
ber of virgins, railed because they 

earned little baskets of gold, filled with all 
sorts of fruits. This was the most mysterious 
part of the solemnity, and therefore, to amuse 
the vulgar serpents were put into them, which 
crawling or curling out of their places, astonish- 
ed the beholders. Next came the 9x>aopofu, or, 
persons bearing thePballi, which were long poles 
terminated by the male organ of generation. 
These persons crowned with violets and ivy, 
and having their faces covered with other herbs, 
chaunted songs as they went, called 4«xx«x« 
ftri*»rct after these followed the in 

womens apparel, with white striped garments 
reaching to their ancles, garlands in their heads, 
gloves composed of flowers on their hands, and 
in their gestures affe(5ting to be drunken There 
were also certain persons called Atxn^got, whose 
office it was to carry the Atxm, or mystical Fan 
of Bacchus, a thing so essential to this and 
other solemnities, festivals, and sacrifices of 
this god, that few of them could be duly ce- 
lebrated without it ; whence he is sometimes 
called Atxwnif. At this time also, public plays, 
shews, and sports, were exhibited, and the 
whole city was filled with revelling and licen- 
tiousness. The Dionysia, or festivals of Bac- 
chus, are almost innumerable the names of 
some of the most remarkable are these follow- 
ing 1. The Aiows-iot xf^ctwTtfx, celebrated upon 
the 12th of the month Anthesterion, at Limnae 
in Attica, where was a temple of Bacchus 
the chief persons who officiated were fourteen 
women, appointed by one of the Archons, who 
provided necessaries for the solemnity they 
were called Tipxtpxi, t e. venerable, and could 
not enter upon their office till they had taken 
an oath, in presehce of the Archon’s wife, that 
they were free from all manner of pollutions.— 
2. The Atownx ApxxIiKx, observed in Arcadia, 
whitherthechildrcn,after having been instruct- 
ed in the music of Fhiloxenus and Timotheus, 
were brought yearly to the theatre, and cele- 
brated the feast of Bacchus with songs, dances, 
li 2 



t44 DIO PANTHEON. 

And games. 3. The Ainvrt» mmfx, mentioned 


by Thucydides, but perhaps not distinft from 
some of the following. 4 The A»oww*« 
or theGreater Dionysia, celebrated m the month 
Elaphebolion 5 The AtovwrM fuytfx, t e the 
Lesser Dioiiysia, which was a soit of prepara- 
tion to the lormer, and celebrated in autumn 
Some place it in the month Posideon, others 
in Gamelion. 6 The Atownat 'Bpxupuna, observed 
at Brauron, a town of Attica, where the votaries 
gave into all manner of excess and lewdness. — 
7. The Ai«»u«r«« »ux1tiXi«, mysteries unlawful to 
be revealed, were observed by the Athenians in 
honour of Bacchus NyBelius, to whom also they 
crefted a temple. 8 The Aiovun* Tpumpmx, said 
to have been first instituted by Bacchus himself, 
and so called in memory of his expedition to In- 
dia, in which he spent three years another is 
also mentioned by the Scholiast of Aristophanes, 
and said to be observed every fifth year Be- 
sides these, the ancients have mentioned seveial 
others which are described in their proper 
places 

It IS not certain whether the initiation into the 
mysteries of Bacchus preceded, or followed, 
the procession above described. The same ter- 
iifying exhibitions were praflised on the aspi- 
1 ants, as in the mysteries at Eleusis , the pro- 
bable effect of which was to dispose the mind to 
belief. They consisted in representing the mas- 
sacre of Bacchus by the Titans , an allegorical 
shew of the natural revolutions of the world, 
and the persecution which had been suffered 
by the first votaries of the god. 

Notwithstanding the strokes aimed at these festi- 
vals, by Aristophanes and Euripides, they both 
testify a purity of intention in the institutois of 
them The former intimates, that the impu- 
tation of being a parricide, or perjured, pre- 
cluded admission to them , and the latter makes 
the Chorus of his Bacchae declare, that they 
neither, by day or by night, led to ought that 
was not venerable. But afterward, it is abun- 
dantly obvious, that the reverse of this was 
the fadl . and the progress of the institution in 
Italy materially contributed to it, as the wo- 
men, in these ceremonies, every where, orna- 
mented their heads with the phallus. At La- 
vimum the festival continued for a month, and 
during the whole of it, a phallus was carried 
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daily through the streets ; which re-echod from 
every quarter with language the most obscene 
and flagitious. Such were the libidinous ex- 
cesses of this celebrity, as to attract the atten- 
tion of the Senate,- which, for a time, repressed 
them Under the emperors, notwithstanding, 
they broke forth again, and the partizans of 
them considerably increased. 

DIONYSIADES, festivals in honour of Bacchus. 

DIONYSIUS, DIONYSUS, names of Bacchus, 
from his father Jupiter’s lameness, who halted 
whilst Bacchus was in his thigh, or because he 
pricked his father’s side with his horns when 
he was born , from the nymphs called Nysae, 
by whom he was nursed , from an island among 
the Cyclades called Dia, or Naxos, which was 
''dedicated to him when he married Ariadne ; 
or, lastly, from the city Nysa, in which Bac- 
chus reigned 

DIONYSUS, the name of one of the Anatftes.— 
See jinadtes. 

DIOPETES, a name given to those statues of 
Jupiter, Diana, &c. which were said to have 
fallen from heaven. 

DIORES, a descendant from Amarynceus, led 
part of the Epean troops against Troy, in ten 
vessels, and was killed by the Thracian Pi- 
rns. 

DIORES, a royal youth of the race of Priam, and 
brother of Amycus, is repeatedly mentioned 
by Virgil, and was slain by Turnus 

DIOS BOUS, a Milesian festival, in which an ox, 
as the name imports, was sacrificed to Jupiter. 

DIOSCURI A, a festival in honour of the Aioo^eufiM, 
or Castor and Pollux, who were reputed to be 
the sons of Jupiter. It was observed by the 
Cyraenacans, but more especially by the Spar- 
tans, whose country was honoured by the birth 
of these heroes. The solemnity was full of 
mirth, being a time wherein they plentifully 
partook of the gifts of Bacchus, and diverted 
themselves with sports, of which wrestling 
matches always made a part. 

DIOSCUROI, sprung from Jove, Castor and Pol- 
lux were known under this general denomina- 
tion, as were also the gods Cabiri, whose names, 
in earlier times, it was judged an aft of irre- 
verence to pronounce. See Curetes. 

DIOSPOLIS , many cities in Egypt, Phoenicia, 
and Lydia, were so called. The term signifies 
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the city of Jupiter, and was conferred in conse- 
quence of the worship in such places paid to that 
god. 

DIOXIPPE, one of the Danaides. 

DIOXIPPUS, an adherent of Aeneas, killed by 
Turnus. 

DlPHTHERAfthe skin of the goat Amalthea was 
so called, upon which Jupiter was supposed to 
have recorded the fates of all mankind. 

DIRAE, a general name of the three Furies 

They were so called, quasi Deorum true, as be- 
ing the ministers of Divine vengeance, in pu- 
nishing the guilty after death See Furies. 

DIRGE, wife of Lycus, king of Thebes, whom, 
after divorcing Antiope, he married. Perceiv- 
ing Antiope to be pregnant, (for after parting 
with her husband, Jupiter had possessed her), 
and believing that Lycus had an intercourse 
with her, contrived to put her in prison. To- 
wards her time, however, of parturition, Ju- 
piter relieved her, and she was delivered of the 
twins Amphion and Zethus They, when grown 
up, not only slew Lycus, but fastening Dirce 
to the tail of a bull, dragged her about without 
mercy, till at length the gods, out of pity,chang- 
ed her to a fountain 

Dirce. See Derceto. 

DIRCAEUS, a surname of Amphion, from Dirce, 
a fountain in Boeotia, whence also Pindar was 
stiled Dircaeus eyenus, the Dircaean Swan 

DIRPHYA, a surname of Juno, from the wor- 
ship rendered her on Mount Dirphys, m the 
isle of Euboea 

DIS, contra6tion of dives, rich, wealthy , a name 
of Pluto. See Pluto 

DISAPPOINTMENT, one of the children of 
Nox and Erebus 

DISCORD, DISCORDIA The ancients deified 
Discord, before whom they offered up their pe- 
titions to be delivered from that evil. The poets 
say, that this goddess being offended because 
not invited to the marriage of Peleus and The- 
tis, as all the other deities w ere, entered ab- 
ruptly, and threw down a golden apple amongst 
them, bidding the fairest take it, which occa- 
sioned a contention between Juno, Minerva, and 
V enus, for which J upiter thrust her out of heaven . 
She was commonly represented with snakes on 
her head, instead of hair, a burning torch in 
one hand, and in the other three scrolls, on 


which were written broils, wars, and confu- 
sions She IS represented by Aristides with 
fiery eyes, a pale countenance, livid lips, and 
a dagger in her bosom. Virgil and Petronius 
have also given picturesque descriptions of her 
person. 

DISEASE, one of the many children of Nox and 
Erebus 

DITHYR AMBUS, a name ofBacchus, signifying, 
according to some, either that he was born 
twice, of Semele and of Jupiter, or the double 
gate of the cave in whicli he was brought up 
Others say, the name comes from the fable 
which imports, that when the Giants had cut 
Bacchus in pieces, Ceres collected liis scattered 
members, and restored him to life again. 

DIV ALIA, a feast among the ancient Romans 
on the 21st of December, in honour ot the god- 
dess Angerona, whence it is also called Ange- 
ronalia On tlie day of this feast the Pontifices 
perfoimed sacrifices, in the temple of Volupia, 
tlie goddess ot joy and pleasure, whom some 
make the same with Angerona, and supposed 
that she drove away sorrow See Angerona 
Angel onalta 

DIUS, one of the nine sons of Priam, who sur- 
vived HeCtor. 

DIV I, daemons, according to the Persian theo- 
logy The word is plainly derived from the 
At®' of the Greeks, and Dtvus of the Latins — 
There are male and female Divi , the former 
they call Neri, and the latter Pen The Per- 
sians believe, that before the formation of A- 
dam, God created Neri, or male daemons, and 
appointed them to govern the world for the 
space of seven thousand years, after winch time 
the Pen, or female daemons, succeeded them, 
and had possession of the world for two thou- 
sand years more, under the empire of Gian Ben 
Gian, their sovereign , but these two sorts of 
creatures falling into disobedience, God set o- 
ver them Eblis, who, being of a more noble 
nature, and formed out of the element of fire, 
had been brought up among the angels Eblis 
having received his commission from God, de- 
scended from heaven to earth, and made war 
against the Divi and Peri, who united together 
for their common defence ; but Eblis attacked 
and defeated them in a general battle, and got 
possession of this lower world, which as yet 



v«as uninhabited but by daemons. Ebbs, 

though of the order of angels, >vas no wiser 
than the other creatures, for he so far forgot 
himself as to say, " Who is like unto me ? I 
mount up to heaven when I please, and if 1 
stay on earth, I see it wholly obedient to my 
will.” God being angry at his pride, resolved 
to humble him, and, with this view, having 
formed man out of the earth, he commanded 
Eblis and the rest of the angels to worship him, 
but this rebel refusing, was despoiled of his 
sovereignty, and incurred the maledi6tion of 
his Maker, who said to him, Get thee hence, 
for thou shalt be deprived of my favour, and 
shalt be accursed to the day of judgment ” Eb- 
bs demanded of God a respite till the general 
resurredlion, but God rejected his petition. — 
This story is probably the obscuie remains of 
some very ancient tradition concerning the fal- 
len angels See Surhbrag. 

DIVIANA, ioT Diana. 

DIVINATION, Mamien, is a geneial name for all 
kinds of Divination, and signifies that know- 
ledge of things obscure, or futyre, which can- 
not be acquired by ordinary means It was an 
opinion received amongst the Heathens, that 
the gods were accustomed to hold familiar con- 
verse with paiticular pcreons, whom they fa- 
voured with extraordinary powers, and admit- 
ted to the knowledge of their designs, these 
were denominated by the Greeks M«i>Tf<r, and 
Divination itself Mmirun Plato, Aristotle, Plu- 
tarch, Tully, and others, have divided Divina- 
tion into two kinds the first, they style 

noturalis , and is unartifii ml and na- 
tural Divination, it being attained by no rule 
or precept of art, but infused into the diviner 
without any previous preparation, except the 
purification of himself for the reception of the 
Divine afflatus Of this sort were oracles, and 
the prediftionsof future events, which those who 
delivered, communicated without paying the 
least attention to external or accidental signs 
To this class belong the Sybils, and other en- 
thusiasts Some writers refer divination by 
di earns to the same species ; because such reve- 
lationswereniade spontaneously to thedreamer 
but this discrimination » fiar brom being accu- 
rate , for the diviner was not the person who 
dreamed, but he who interpreted the dream ; 
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and, that interpretation is the efieft of art and 
observation, will appear from the many books 
written on the subje6t, and the various signs 
they contain for giving consistency to conjec- 
ture. These, therefore, with others of the like 
nature, belong to the second division, which 
IS called art^cml ; because not obtain- 

ed by immediate inspiration, but from expe- 
rience and observation ; such was iootbsaytng 
or prognostication, which, though depending 
principally on human art, invention, or impo- 
sition, was not, however, deemed to be intirely 
destitute of Divine direction and concurrence. 
Divination by lots was also of this kind. The 
most distinguished species of natural divination 
was that hy orailes, as proceeding immediately 
from the gods [^For a more full discussion of 
this subjert, see the article Oracle."] — ^A second 
sort of natural divination w'as tbeomancy, or ora- 
cular prophecy, but distinguished from oracles 
by the circumstances of time and place. Ot 
artificial divination there were divers kinds, 
amongst which, for the reasons already given, 
some admit dreams, diviners by these being 
called Omfoxf^reu, judges of dreams. A third sort 
was by sacrifices, or observing the external parts 
and motions of the vi6tim , the entrails, and 
flame in which they were consumed ; the ashes 
and flower, wine, water, &c. A fourth kind 
was by buds or augury , and a fifth, by lots, 
railed by the Greeks, x\nfOh and by the Latins, 
sortes. To these, though falling not tinder the 
class either of natural or artificial divination, 
must be added divination by ominous words and 
things , and, also, that by magic and incantation. 
In all these the pra<5tice of the ancients will be 
shewn. 

I Of Grecian Divination, called Tbeomancy . — 
Tbeomancy, called in Greek ©iojmwtu*, a com- 
pound word, consisting of two parts, by which 
it is distinguished from all other sorts of divi- 
nation , by the former, 0ie;, it is distinguished 
from artificial divination, which, though it may 
be said to be given by the gods, yet does not 
immediately proceed from them, it rather be- 
ing the efibdt of experience and observation : 
by the latter, fuemM, it is opposed to oracular 
divination ; for though luunm be a general 
name, and sometimes signifies any sort of divi- 
nation, yet it is also used, in a more stridt and 
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limited sense, to doiote predi^ions made by 
men, and in this acceptation it is opposed to 
XfwiMt, as the Scholiast on Sophocles has accu- 
rately observed. Thus much for the name • as 
to the theory, it is distinguished from oracular 
divination (that in particular which was deli- 
vered by interpreters, as at Delphi ; for in o- 
thers the difference is more evident) because 
that was usually confined to a fixed and stated 
time, and always to a certain place ; since the 
Pythia could not be inspired m any other place 
but the temple of Apollo, and upon the sacred 
tripos ; whereas the QtefMtyrtii were free and un- 
confined, being able, after offering saenffees, 
and performing the other usual rites, to pro- 
phesy at any time, or in any place The man- 
ner of receiving the divine inspiration was not 
always different, for not only the Pythia, but 
the Sibyls also, with many others, were posses- 
sed with divine fury, swelling with rage like 
persons distracted : few pretended to inspira- 
tion but raged in this manner, foaming, yelling, 
gnashing their teeth, shivering and trembling, 
with a thousand other antic motions. Other 
customs they also had in common to them with 
the Pythia, particularly those relating to the 
laurel which was sacred to Apollo, as god of 
divination, and which being thought to con- 
duce very much to inspiration, was therefore 
called f».a,vr»uv 4ut9v, the prophetic plant with 
this they crowned their heads , and it was also 
usual for them to eat the leaves of this tree — 
Of the 0te/M«irrM(, there were three sorts among 
the Greeks, distinguished by three distind 
manners of receiving the divine afflatus One 
sort was possessed with prophesying daemons, 
who lodged within them, and dictated what 
they should answer, or spoke out of the breasts 
or bellies of the possessed persons, who the 
while remained speechless, nor so much as 
moved their tongues or their lips ; or else pip- 
nounced the answer themselves, making use of 
the members of the daemoniac : these were 
called i. e possessed with ■daemons , 

and because the spirits either lodged or spoke 
within their bodies, they were also named 
£yy«ri»iuudoi, which name was also attributed to 
the daemons.— —The second sort of ©ufMturttf 
were called EvO{«r<xM, and6iciri>tur«w, be- 

ing auch as pretended to what we call entbusi’ 


asm, and difTered from the former, who con- 
tained within them the deity himself ; whereas 
these were only governed, aCted, or inspired 
by him, and instructed in the knowledge of 
what was to happen • of this sort were Orpheus, 
Amphion, Musaeus, and several of the Sibyls. 
A third were the EKr*T»)to», or those who were 
cast into trances, or ecstacies, and, deprived of 
all sense and motion, lay like men dead or a- 
sleep, tor days, montlis, or years, (in which 
condition Epimenides the Cretan is reported to 
have lain for seventy -five years) then returning 
to themselves, gave strange and amazing rela- 
tions of what they had seen and heard for it 
was a vulgar opinion that a man’s soul might 
leave the body, and wander up and down the 
world, nay, visit the receptacles oi the deceased, 
and, by converse with gods and heroes, be 
instructed in things useful and necessary to the 
conduct of human life Plato instances one 
Pamphilus, a Phaerean, who lay ten days among 
the carcasses of the slam, and, being placed on 
a funeral pile, to be consumed, not only re- 
turned to life, but related what places he had 
seen in heaven, earth, and hell, and what was 
done there, to the astonishment of all who 
heard him Plutarch says, it was reported of 
the soul of Hermodorus, the Clazomenian, that 
for several nights and days it would leave his 
body, travel over many countries, and return 
after it had viewed things, and discoursed with 
persons at a great distance, till at last, by the 
treachery of a female inmate, his body was 
deliveied to his enemies, who burned the house 
while the inhabitant was abroad. Several other 
stones of the same nature are recorded in his- 
tory, which, though it be of little moment, at 
present, whetlier false ot true, were anciently 
allowed to lie faCts. So much for natural divi- 
nation — Tlie next kind to be considered is the 
artipual , liecause divination or prediction by 
di earns, bears a nearer affinity than any other 
to the natural ; and is by some reckoned a spe- 
cies of it 

II. Of Gbecian Divination by Dreams.— -The 
Jint sort of divination by dreams was the Xfnfjt.x- 
TurfMe, or when the gods or spirits in their own, 
oi’ under any assumed form, seemed to (xinverse 
with men m their sleep . such was that of Aga- 
memnon, in the second Iliad, where the god 
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of dreamsj in the form of Nestor, advised him 
to give the Trojans battle, encouraging him 
with assurances of success and vi6tory , such 
also was the dream of Pmdar, in which, ac- 
cording to Pausanias, Proserpine appeared to 
him, and complained he dealt unkindly by her, 
in composing hymns to the honour of all the 
other deities, and alone negledled her ; adding, 
that when he came into her dominions, he should 
celebrate her praises also. The poet, dying 
soon after, appeared to an old woman, a rela- 
tion, who used to employ much of her time in 
reading and singing his verses, and repeated to 
her a hymn of his composing upon Proserpine 
•—The second is called Opojua, which is that where- 
in the ideas or images of things that arc to hap- 
pen are plainly and clearly represented , and 
when things appear in their own shape and like- 
ness, which is by some called @tw|>«i/A«Ttxor such 
was that of Alexander the Great, mentioned by 
Valerius Maximus, when he dreamed tliat he 
was murdered by Cassandcr , and that of Croe- 
sus, king of Lydia, when he dreamed that his 
son Attys, whom he designed his successor m his 
empire, should be slain by an iron spear, as 
related by Herodotus - — T he third species cal- 
led OnHfot, is that in which future events are 
revealed by certain types and figures, whence 
it is named, Axxtiyepixof for an allegory, as He- 
raclides of Pontus defines it, is a figure by 
which one thing is expressed, and another sig- 
nified Such was the dream of Hecuba, when 
she imagined she had conceived a fire-brand , 
and that of Caesar, when he dreamed he lay 
with his mother, by which was signified he 
should eiyoy the empire of the Earth, the com- 
mon mother of all living creatures. From this 
species those whose profession it was to inter- 
pret dreams, have assumed their names, for 
they are called in Greek OmfOKpnM, Otufxrm 
unox^ncu from judging of Dreams, from 

prying and looking into them, and 0»«povoXot be- 
cause they were conversant about them To 
one of these three sorts, may all prophetical 
dreams be reduced, but the distinction of their 
names is not always nicely or critically observ- 
ed The first author of all dreams, as well as 

other divinations, was Jupiter ; but this must 
not be understood as if dreams were thought 
immediately to proceed from Jupiter ; it was 


below his dignity to condescend to such mean 
offices, and therefore inferior deities were em- 
ployed in these, and such like ministrations. — 
The Earth was thought to be the cause of 
dreams, according to Euripides, whose Scho- 
liast gives this reason for it, that the Earth, by 
obstructing the passage of the Sun’s light, caus- 
eth the Night, m which dreams present them- 
selves, and are, upon that account, imputed to 
the Earth as their mother ; or, that out of the 
Earth proceeds meat, meat causeth sleep, (sleep 
being nothing but the ligation of the exterior 
senses, occasioned by humid vapours ascending 
from the stomach to the brain, and there ob- 
structing the motion of the animal spirits, which 
are the instruments of sensation, and all other 
animal operations) and from sleep come dreams. 
Others were ascribed to the infernal ghosts, ac- 
cording to Virgil ; and Sophocles introduces 
EleCtra, saying that Agamemnon, out of con- 
cern for Orestes and his designs, haunted Cly- 
temnestra with fearful dreams. Others were 
imputed to Hecate and the Moon, who were 
goddesses of the Night, sometimes taken for 
the same person, and supposed to have a par- 
ticular influence and dneCtion over all the ac- 
tions and incidents of the night ; for which rea- 
son tliey were invoked in the rites of incanta- 
tion, and other noClurnal mysteries. But the 
chief cause of all was the god of sleep, whose 
habitation, as Ovid describes it, was among the 
Cimmerii, in a den dark as hell, and which led 
to it Around him lay whole swarms of dreams 
of all sorts and sizes, which ever obedient to 
his beck, were sent forth when and whither he 
pleased ; but Virgil assigns to the false and de- 
luding dreams another place, viz upon an elm 
at the entrance of hell Perhaps he supposed 
this to have been the receptacle of some part of 
them, whilst the rest awaited upon Sleep as 
their god. According to Ovid, he had three 
attendants more ingenious than the rest, who 
could transform themselves into any shape, and 
assume any form. These were Morpheus, 
Phobetor, or Icelos, and Phantasia ; the busi- 
ness of the first was to counterfeit the forms of 
men, the second those of brutes, and the last 
of inanimate things. In Virgil, the god of 
sleep descended from heaven upon Palinurus, 
which is not to be understood as if heaven were 
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his {VOpef station^ but that he was dispatched 
thence by some of the ethereal gods, who had 
called him thither ; or else he is supposed to 
rove up and down through the heavens, or air, 
to disperse his dreams among men, as he may 
see convenient. There was another deity also to 
whom the care of dreams was committed, called 
Brizo, from the old Greek word which 
signifies to sleep. Coelius says she was wor- 
worshipped m the island Delos, and had boats 
full of things of all sorts, except flesh, offered 
to her ; but that she was thought rather to as- 
sist at the interpretation of dreams, than to be 
the efficient cause of them. This account Coe- 
lius has taken from Athenaeus, who adds far- 
ther, that they used to pray to her for the pub- 
lic safety and prosperity, but more particu- 
larly, that she would vouchsafe to proteft and 
preserve their ships. Having said so much of 
the reputed authors of dreams, we proceed to 
the ways by which they were usually supposed 
to come. These were two, one for delusive 
dreams, which passed through an ivory gate, 
and another for those which were true, and 
which passed through a gate of horn. Various 
descriptions of these two gates are given in the 
Greek and Latin poets, and by Homer and 
Virgil in particular, who describe them with 
great elegance. Philostratus says, in allusion 
to these gates, that they used to represent 
di earns in a white garment, wrapped over 
a black one, with a horn in his hand. Tlie 
time in which dreams were expefted was Nuxtos 
« jnoxyof, and therefore Homer says that Pene- 
lope, having an auspicious dream about her 
son Telemachus, who was travelling in search 
of his father Ulysses, rejoiced the more because 
it appeared to her at that ime But what that 
time was, grammarians do not agree ; some 
derive it from the privative particle « and 
/MoXfw, to walk, or jMeytw, to labour and toil, as 
though it were «juoXo(, or ft/uoyo;, and by epen- 
thesis tejuoxyoc, as signifying the dead of the ntgbt, 
in which people neither labour nor walk abroad. 
Others also think it may signify the middle, or 
depth of the night, for a different reason, «^«x- 
ye{, according to them, being the same with 
mncMf, i. e. thick, or close compared ; in which 
amse Hesiod used the word, when he said 
T ofMXyMii, that is, as Athenaeus expounds 
Vol. /. 4 


herds and labouring men eat. Others allow it 
the same signification, but for a third reason , 
for say they, «jM«xyec, according to the glosso- 
grapiiers, is, among the Achaeans, the same 
with which signihes the midst or height of 
any thing, as out/Mt) that part of summer 
when the heat is most violent, iiiidsummer , 
and men aie said to be u when they are 
in their full strength, and therefore «/*«xyof, or 
KKfifi nvKltx must be the depth or midst of the night 
But this signiiicatiou concerns not the present 
purpose, for we no where read that dreams 
had the more credit because they came in the 
middle or dead of the night A/*«xyof was used 
in another sense, for the time in wliich they 
used to milk cattle, being derived from«jufXyc<>, 
to milk, and then «ju»Xyef i>vkIo{ must signify the 
mot mug, in opposition to ‘njutpa; «juoXyo;, the milk- 
ing time of evening. That it was used m this 
sense is evident from Homer’s twenty -second 
Iliad, where he says the Dog-star (which rises 
a little before the Sun ) appears n nxror «/*<»Ay^ 
and that this was the time in which dreams 
w ere reputed to deserve the greatest regard, 
Horace, Ovid, and Theocritus affirm. The 
reason of this opinion was, because they thought 
all oppression from food upon their stomachs 
might, by that time, be removed by digestion ; 
for, till then, dreams were believed to proceed 
rather from the fumes of the preceding supper, 
than any divine or supernatural cause On this 
ground Pliny hath observed, that a dream was 
never true presently after eating or drinking ; 
and Artemidorus goes yet farther, when he says 
small cfedit can be given to a morning dream, 
if one has ate plentifully the night before, be- 
cause all the crudities cannot be supposed to 
be so soon carried off* They, therefore, who de- 
sired a prophetic dream, used much precaution 
in their diet, and ate nothing of hard digestion, 
such as beans or green fruit some were so 
superstitious as to fast one day before, and to 
abstain from w me for three Plutarch observes 
that the head of the PoI> pus was prejudicial to 
those who desired prophetic dreams, because it 
is sweet and pleasant to the taste, but creates 
disquietude in sleep, exciting restlessness, and 
troublesome and anxious dreams In short, all 
things burthensome to the stomach, all which 
K k 
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put the blood into a ferment^ and the spirits I rest; whence those which were nothing more 


into a too quick and agitated motion, all which 
stir up strange imaginations, or any way per- 
vert the free and ordinary operations of the 
soul, were to be avoided, that the mind being 
pure, might be in a state to receive divine in- 
sinuations and impressions. Nay, some choice 
was to be paid to the colour of even clothes, for 
Suidas reports that it was most proper to sleep 
in a white garment. Besides all this, (to omit 
those who expe6ted dreams from Amphiaraus, 
or other deities, in an oracular way), before 
they went to bed it was not usual to sacrifice 
to Mercury. Thus, Calasiris, in Heliodorus, 
after he had prayed to all the other gods, calls 
upon Mercury to give him twmfn m»l», a mgbt 
oj good dreams. Now, as Mercury was thought 
to be the giver of sleep, according to Eusta- 
thius, they therefore usually carved his image 
upon the bed’s feet, which were for that rea- 
son called 'tffuMs, a word Homer uses when he 
relates the circumstance of Vulcan dete6ting 
Mars in bed with his wife ; though others will 
have to be derived from tffMt, a prop, or 
support, because by it the bed was upheld..- — - 
However that be, certain it is that one of Mer- 
cury’s employments was to preside over sleep 
and dreams, and the night also, with all things 
tliat belong to it After all this preparation, 
they went to sleep, in full expedlation of know- 
ing, before morning, whatever they were so- 
licitous or concerned to discover , but if the 
revelation were obscure, or conveyed in alle- 
gorical terms, the meaning of which the dreamer 
could not investigate, then an interpreter was 
consulted. The first of this kind, according to 
Pliny, was Amphi^lyon, son of Deucalion , 
but, if we rely on Pausanias, the first was Am- 
phiaraus, who, he says, had divine honours 
paid him for the invention of that art but who- 
ever was the author of it, the art itself was 
held in high credit among the ancient Greeks, 
as appeal's from the number of treatises written 
concerning it by Pyrius, Artemon, Panyasis, 
Alexander, Phoebus, Demetrius, Nicostratus, 

Antipho, Artemidorus, Nicephorus, &c ■ 

Still, however, it was never m so great request 
as the other species of divination ; for the many 
false and frivolous dreams that happened to any 
man, strengthened a suspicion in reaped to the 


than delusion, caused such as were prophetic 
to be called into question. If dreams contained 
in them any thing frightful, the dreamers dis- 
closed their fears to the gods, offering incense, 
or some other oblation, and praying that if 
good were portended, it might speedily be ac- 
complished ; if the contrary, that the gods 
would avert whatever ill was boded them.— — 
This praftice of telling their dreams was not 
peculiar to any particular deity ; some disco- 
vered them to Jupiter, others to Hercules ; but 
as the houshold gods were nearest at hand, and 
thought to be most interested in the care of the 
family over which they presided, it was usual 
for their worshippers to declare dreams to them, 
and particularly Vesta, as we learn from Pro- 
pertius Apollo had also a peculiar right to 
this worship, under the name of Averruncus, so 
called from his averting evils , and because he 
was esteemed a protestor of houses , for which 
reason, as the Scholiast on Sophocles remarks, 
he had his image erefled in their porches. Tri- 
clinius assigns, as the motive for this, that A- 
pollo, or the Sun, being contrary to the night, 
might avert or expel every nofturnal evil Be- 
fore they were permitted to approach the divine 
altars, they were obliged to purify themselves 
from all pollutions of the night ; for although it 
was unlawful to worship the gods before puri- 
fication by water, at this time the ceremony 
was more essentially requisite ; and Persius adds 
further, that it was usual among the Romans to 
dip their heads in water five times before their 
morning prayer. 

Ill Of Divination by Srtcr^ctf.—— The third spe- 
cies of this art, or. Divination bySacrtjices, called 
‘IcpojMWKTHK, or 'hfotnunnx, was divided into difie- 
rent kinds, according to the diversity of the 
materials offered to the gods ; for they not on- 
ly made conjedlures from signs observed in 
the external parts, and motions of the victim, 
but from its entrails, from the flame in which 
it was consumed, from the cakes and flour, 
from the wine and water, and several other 
articles, of wliich in their order. First then, 
the art whereby observations were made in 
killing and cutting up the victim, was called 
0vTtxti. Unlucky omens were, when the beast 
was driven by force to the altar, when it es- 
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caped by the way, avoided the fatal blow, did 
not fall quietly and without relu6tance, but 
kicked, leaped up, or bellowed, bled not freely, 
was long a dying, shewed any tokens of great 
pain, beat upon the ground, or expired with 
convulsions these were thought to be certain 
signs of the Divine displeasure.-— On the con- 
trary, the gods were judged to be propitious, 
and kindly to receive the devotions paid them, 
when every thing proceeded with ease ; when 
the victim went readily and without compul- 
sion to the slaughter, endured the blow pati- 
ently, fell quietly, bled freely, and expired 
without a groan * and some inference was drawn 
from the wagging of his tail After this the 
vidlim being cut open, observations were made 
on its entrails, on which if all things were 
whole and sound, and had their natural place, 
colour, and proportion, then all was well ; but 
if any part were decayed or wanting, if any 
were out of order, or not according to nature, 
evil was at once portended. The first and 
principal part to be inspedled was the liver , 
for, if that were corrupted, they thought the 
blood and body must likewise be so, and there- 
fore, if found very bad, they desisted imme- 
diately, not caring what the other parts might 
promise : such signs were, for that reason, cal- 
led axiXtufl*, being such as prevented them from 
going any further this mspedlion of the liver 
was called HirtHeirxtmx, which also became a ge- 
neral name for Divination by entrails, as being 
the chief part of it. If the liver had a pleasing 
and natural redness, if it were sound, without 
spot or blemish, if its head were large, or it 
had two heads, or if there happened to be two 
livers, if its lobes were turned inwards, then 
prosperity and success in their imdertakings 
might be expelled, on the other hand, nothing 
but dangers, disappointments, and misfor- 
tunes were to be looked for if there were, 
^*4^, a want of moisture, turfAts, a tie between 
the parts, especially if it were otXoC®*, without 
a lobe, or the liver itself were altogether want- 
ing. Such as the following were also accounted 
bad signs : if it had any blisters, wheals, or 
ulcers j if it were thin, parched, hard, or of a 
blackish colour ; if it had any corrupt and vi- 
tiated humours, or were any way displaced; 
or, lastly, if in boUing it did not conspicuously 
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appear among the rest of the entrails, were 
polluted with any feculent matter, became very 
soft, and, as it were, melted into a jelly. The 
concave part of the liver was called trixt, i. c. 
belonging to the family, because the signs ob- 
served there concerned themselves and their 
friends ; and the gibbous side rmCoXtf, or «m< 
because the tokens in it concerned their 
enemies, if either of these parts were shrivelled, 
corrupted, or any way changed for the worse, 
it boded rum to the person concerned in it ; 
but if full -and sound, or larger than usual, it 
was a prosperous omen. Ihe Romans also 
used the same method, for Lucan tells us, that 
the victory of Caesar over Pompey was fore- 
told this way. The place or seat where all the 
parts of the liver lay, w'as called dtgif and 
the place between the parts m the middle 
mXxtx and tupv^uptx, by Hesychius iSa, or 
ixTfoiraj ; by Euripides, irux«t. — The next part 
to be noticed was the heart, which, if very 
small, palpitated much, leaped, was shrivelled 
or wrinkled, or had no fat, portended bad 
fortune ; if there were no heart to be found, it 
was called a deadly omen Next to the heart 
they used to observe the gall, the spleen, the 
lungs, and the membranes m which the bowels 
were inclosed if there were two galls, if the 
gall were large, and ready to burst through 
its skin — sharp and bloody, yet prosperous con- 
flifts were expected if the spleen lay in its 
own place, were clear and sound, of its natu- 
ral colour, without wheals, hardness, or wrin- 
kles, it boded success , as the contrary signs 
presaged misfortunes , so likewise did the en- 
trails if they chanced to slip out of the hands 
of him that ottered sacrifice ; if they were be- 
smeared with blood of a livid colour, or spot- 
ted, were full of blisters or pimples, filled 
with corrupt or salt matter , broken, or torn 
m pieces ; or stunk like putrified bodies lastly, 
if worms crawling, or any thing else terrible 
and unusbal were found in them , if the lungs 
were cloven, the enterprize in hand was to ^ 
deferred ; but if whole, was to be proceeded in 
with all possible speed and vigour.-— —Other 
parts of the vi61im sometimes presaged events 
which were future, especially if any thing hap- 
pened extraordinary, and contrary to the com- 
mon course of nature ; for instance, on the 
Kk2 
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day that Pyrrhus was slain at Argos, his death 
was foretold by the heads of the sacrifices, 
which being cut oflfi lay, as Pliny reports, 

licking their own blood. There were other 

methods of Divination by things made use of 
at sacrifices, as, first, n.upof*»rru». Divination by 
the fre of the sacrifice, in which good signs 
were these following * if the flames immediate- 
ly took hold on and consumed the vi6tim, seiz- 
ing at once all the parts of it, >\hich, that it 
might, they usually provided such sticks as 
would easily take fire ; also, if the flame were 
bright and pure, and without noise or smoke , 
if the sparks tended upward in the form of a 
pyramid, and if the fire went not out till the 
vidlim was reduced to ashes. Adverse signs 
were, when it was kindled with difficulty, 
when the flame was divided, when it did not 
immediately spread itself over all the parts of 
the victim, but creeping along, consumed it 
by little, when, instead of ascending m a 
straight line, it whirled lound, turned side- 
ways or downwards, and was extinguished by 
wind, ram, or any other unlucky accident ; 
when it crackled more than ordinary; was 
black, casting forth smoke or sparks ; or died 
before all the viftim was consumed. All these, 
and such like, were unlucky omens, and sig- 
nified the displeasure of the gods Sometimes 
when the entrails foretold nothing certain by 
dissection, the priest made satislaClory obsei - 
vations fi om them in the fire, and, therefore, 
they sometimes took the bladder, and binding 
the neck of it with wool, put it into the fire, 
to observe in what place it broke, and which 
way it darted the urine . sometimes they took 
pitch off the torches, and threw it into the 
fire, and if there arose but one entire flame, 
it was a good omen In matters of war and 
enmity, they took most notice of the upper- 
most part in the flame, and the gall ; enemies 
being as bitter to them as the gall they burnt. 
Kawvof*xmK*, Divination by the smoke of Sacri- 
fic(.s, in which they observed, what windings 
and turnings it made, how high it ascend- 
ed, and whether in a direCt or oblique line, 
or in wreaths , also, how it smelled, whether 
of the flesh that was burned, or any thing else. 
AiCewc/Mtntut, Divination by frankincense, which 
if it presently catched fire, and sent forth a 


grateful odour, was esteemed an hapjy|r omen . 
but if the fire would not touch it, or any dis- 
agreeable smell, contrary to the nature of frank- 
incense, proceeded from it, then it boded evil. 
OtnfMcvrtM, and 'Ttfoiutmia, Divination by wine 
and by water, in which they made conj^ures 
from the colour, motion, sound, and other ac- 
cidents of the wine, of which libations were 
made, and the holy water in which the victims 
were washed, and some parts of them boiled. 
K«(o|u»mia, and AMufofMaiTMx, Divinations by 
which predictions were made from the four 
with which the victim was besprinkled. Hither 
also, may be referred Divination 

by the entrails of fishes, for which Tiresias and 
Polydamas are said to have been famous ; as 
also, AerKoviff, predictions by eggs, and several 
others Who was the first inventor of this di- 
vination is uncertain • by some it is attributed 
to Prometheus, the great father of most arts — 
No doubt it was very ancient, and had so great 
credit, that the people would desist from the 
greatest, and seemingly most advantageous un- 
dertakings, and attempt things the most hazard- 
ous and unlikely to be obtained, if the entrails 
of victims dissuaded them from the former, or 
encouraged them to the latter One instance 
from Plutarch, in the life of Aristides, will 
suffice to confirm this assertion. When Mar- 
donius, the Persian, made an assault upon the 
Grecians, Pausanias, the Lacedemonian, at that 
time, general of the Grecian fortes, offered sa- 
crifice, and finding it not acceptable to the 
gods, commanded the Lacedemonians to lay 
down their shields at their feet, abide quietly, 
and attend his directions, making no resistance' 
to any of their enemies then offering a second 
time, (for if the first viClim afforded not au- 
spicious omens, it was usual to offer on till they 
obtained what they desired), as the Persian 
horse charged, one of the Lacedemonians was 
wounded at this time Callicrates also, who, 
by report, was the handsomest person in the 
army, being shot with un arrow, and, on the 
point of expiring, said, that he lamented not 
his death, (for he came from home to lay down 
his life in the defence of Greece), but that he 
should die without aCfion * this, though known, 
yet wonderful, was the forbearance of the men, 
for they repelled not the enemy who charged 
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them, but expe6iing their opportunity from 
the gods and their general, suffered them- 
selves to be wounded and slain in their ranks, 
and so obstinately did they persevere in this 
resolution, that though the priests offered one 
vi6tim after another without success, and the 
enemy still pressed upon them, they moved 
not a foot till the sacrifices proved propitious, 
and the soothsayers foretold the viftory. 

IV. DiviNAiiON by Btrdi or Augury This in- 

vention is by some ascribed to Prometheus, or 
Melampus, son of Amythaon and Dorippe. 
Pliny says, that Car, fiom whom Caria receiv- 
ed its name, was the first who made prediftions 
by birds, and Orpheus by other animals. Pau- 
sanias relates, that Parnassus, from whom the 
mount of that name was so called, fiist ob- 
served the flight of birds ; but whoever in- 
troduced this species of Divination, it is cer- 
tain Calchas much improved it, and, at length, 
it gained so great credit, that nothing of mo- 
ment was undertaken in peace or war, and 
seldom even honours conferred, or magistrates 
created, unless birds had first given their sanc- 
tion Augury, in its proper sense, is the art of 
lorctelling future events by observations taken 
from the chattering, singing, feeding, and 
flight of birds ; though it be used by some 
writers in a more general signification, as 
comprising ail the different kinds of divina- 
tion. Augury was a very ancient siipei-stition 
The invention of sooth-saying is generally at- 
tributed to the Chaldeans ; from them the ait 
passed to the Grecians ; the Grecians dclivcied 
It to the Tuscans, and they to the Latins and 
Romans We know from Hesiod, that hus- 
bandry was in part regulated by the coming 
and going of birds , and most probably it had 
been in use long before him, as astronomy was 
then in its infancy. In process of time these 
animals seem to have gained a greater and very 
wonderful authority, till at length no affair of 
consequence, either of private or public con- 
cern, was undertaken without consulting them 
They were looked upon as the interpreteis of 
the gods ; and those who were qualified to un- 
derstand their oracles, were held among the 
chief men in the Greek and Roman states , 
and became the assessors of kings, and even 
of Jupiter himself. However absurd such an 


institution as a college of Augurs may to us 
seem, yet, like all other extravagant institu- 
tions, it had, in part, its origin from nature. 
When men considered the wonderful migr.i- 
tion of birds, how they disappeared at once, 
and appeared again at stated times, and could 
give no guess where they went, it was almost 
natural to suppose, tliat they retired some- 
where out of the sphere of this earth, and 
perhaps a ppioac bed tl.e cthei eal regions, where 
they might converse with the gods, and thence 
be enabled to predict events it was almost na- 
tural for a superstitious people to imagine this, 
and to believe it as soon as some impostor was 
impudent enough to assert it. Add to this, 
that t!ie disposition in some birds to imitate 
the human voice, must have contributed much 
to the confirmation of such a dodlrine — The 
institution of Augury seems to have been much 
more ancient than tliat of Aruspicy , for we 
find many instances of the former in Homer, 
but not a single one of the latter, though fre- 
quent mention of sacrifices is made by that 
author. On the whole it seems probable, that 
natural Augury gave rise to tdigiom, and this 
to Aruspicy, as tlie transition of the human 
mind IS almost imperceptible from a little ti uth 
to much of erior. A passage m Aristophanes 
gave the hint for these observations In the 
comedy of The Birds, he makes one of them 
remark “ The greatest blessings which can 
happen to you mortals arc derived from us 
first, we shew you the seasons, viz spring, 
winter, autumn The Crane points out the 
time for sowing , when she flies with her warn- 
ing notes into Egypt, she bids the sailor sus- 
pend his rudder and take his rest, and every 
piudent man piovide himself with winter gar- 
•ments Next the Kite appearing, proclaims 
another season, viz when it is time to shear 
the flock. After this, the Swallow informs you 
when to put on your summer habiliments.-— 
« We are to you,” adds the Chorus, " Am- 
mon, Dodona, Apollo, for, after consulting 
us, you undertake any thing, merchandise, 
purchases, marriages,” &c. That the same 
transition was made in the speculations of men, 
which are heie described by the poet, is some- 
what more than likely ; and that from the sur- 
prising foresight of birds, as to the time of 
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migration, men were led to infer an intimation 
of Divine communication. The first part of 
the Chorus, whence the aforecited passage is 
taken, seems, with all its wildness, to contain 
the fabulous cant which the Augurs made use 
of, in order to account for their superstitious 
impositions on mankind It sets out with a 
cosmogony, and says, ** That in the beginning 
were Chaos and Night, and Erebus and Tarta- 
rus , that there was neither water, nor air, nor 
sky ; that Night laid an egg, from which, after 
a time. Love arose ; that Love, in conjunftion 
with Erebus, produced a third kind, and that 
they were the first of the immortal race,” &c. 
Having thus endeavoured to account for the 
rise of this art, we shall towards the close of 
this article assign the causes alleged in sup- 
port of its credit. But before we proceed to 
the several kinds of Augury, it may be proper 
to give an account of the two chief terms by 
which it was distinguished, viz dextra and si- 
mstra The different application of these terms 
by the Greeks and Latins, and often by the La- 
tins themselves, who sometimes speak agree- 
ably to the Grecian customs, and, at others, to 
their own, have given occasion to many mis- 
takes, which may be all cleared up by this easy 
observation; that the Greeks and Romans, 
both deriving the happiness of their omens 
from the eastern quarter, the former turned 
towards the north, and so had the east on the 
right hand ; the latter towards the south, and 
therefore had the east on their left. This being 
premised, the reader is to know, that there are 
five sorts of Auguries mentioned in authors. 

1. From the appearances in heaven, as thunder, 
lightning, comets, and other meteors Thus, 
of thunder; whether it came from the right or 
left, whether the number of claps were ev,en 
or odd, &c. Only the master of the college 
could take this sort of Augury 

2. From birds, whence they had the names of Au- 
spices, from avts and specio. Some birds furnish- 
ed them with observations from their chatter- 
ing and singing ; others, from ther flying the 
former they called Oscines, the latter Praepetes, 
Of the former sort were crows, pies, owls, &c. 
of the latter, eagles, vultures, buzzards, and 
the like. In taking both these sorts of augu- 
ries, the observer stood upon a tower, with 


his head covered in a gown peculiar to his of- 
fice, called Laena, and turning his face towards 
the east, marked out the heavens into tour tern- 
pla, or quarters, with his htuus, a short rod, 
with a small bend towards its end This done, 
he remained waiting for the omen, which ne- 
ver signified any thing, unless confirmed by 
another of the same sort. 

. From the chickens kept in a coop or pen, for 
this purpose. The manner of divining from 
them was as follows . Betimes in the morning, 
the Augur, who was to make the observation, 
and thence called Pwl/anuf, (though, perhaps, 
the keeper of the chickens had rather that name) 
in the first place commanding a general silence, 
ordered the pen to be opened, threw down a 
handful of crumbs or corn . if the chickens did 
not immediately run fluttering to the meat, if 
they scattered it with their wings, if they pas- 
sed by without noticing it, or if they flew away, 
the omen was reckoned unfortunate, and por- 
tentive of danger or mischief ; but, if they 
leaped presently out of the pen, and pecked 
with such avidity as to drop some of the food 
from their bills upon the pavement, it gave 
the fullest assurance of success and happiness. 
This Augury was called Tripudium quasi ternpa- 
vium, from striking the earth, the old word 
pavire, signifying as much asferire. We meet 
with tnpudium solistimum, and tripudium sonvomm, 
in Festus, both derived from the crumbs falling 
to the ground. 

4. Trom beasts These, as Rosinus reckons them, 
were wolves, foxes, goats, heifers, asses, rams, 
hares, weasels, and mice. The general obser- 
vations respecting them were, whether they ap- 
peared in a strange place, crossed the way, or 
whether they ran to the right or the left, 
&c. 

5. The last sort of Divination was from what they 
called Dirae, or unusual accidents, to any per- 
son or place, as sneezing, stumbling, seeing 
apparitions, hearing strange voices, the falling 
of salt upon the table, the spilling of wine upon 
the clothes, meeting a wolf, a fox, a hare, a 
bitch with whelp, &c. We may observe, that 
though any Augur might take an observation, 
yet the judging of the omen was left to the 
decision of the whole college. If a flock of 
birds came flying about a man, it was ail exr 
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cellent omen, and such as happened to Gon- 
dius, who, from a poor countiy farm, was ex- 
alted to a kingdom. If an eagle appeared, 
clapping her wings, and sporting in the air, 
it was reckoned fortunate ; and thus Priam, de- 
signing to go to the Greeks, to redeem Heftor, 
begs of Jupiter to assure him of his protedlion 
by the flight of an eagle. The flight of vul- 
tures was looked upon as unlucky, and if they 
followed an army, portended slaughter: yet 
Herodotus tells us that Hercules was always 
well pleased when a vulture appeared to him at 
the commencement of any enterprize, because he 
esteemed it the most just of all the birds of prey. 
The owl, being sacred to Minerva, was looked 
upon by the Athenians as an omen of viftory • 
thus Plutarch reports, that when Themistocles 
was consulting with his officers, on the deck of 
his ship, and most of them were against hazard- 
ing a battle, an owl, perching on the mast, so 
encouraged them, that they unanimously re- 
solved to fight. But by others the owl was con- 
sidered as a bird of ill omen, an instance of 
which we have in Pyrrhus, whose inglorious 
death at Argos was portended by an owl that 
lighted and sat on the top of his spear, as he 
held it in his hand Venus, in Viigil, encou- 
rages her son Aeneas from an appearance of 
twelve swans. Swallows were thought unlucky 
omens. In the expedition of Darius against 
Scythia, their appearance presaged his conse- 
quent defeat and the same birds perching on 
Pyrrhus’s tent, and Antony’s ship, are said to 
have portended the overthrow of both these 
commanders. Ciows and ravens, if they ap- 
peared about an ai my, were dangerous omens 
If they came croaking upon the right hand, the 
omen was deemed favourable , if on the left, 
the reverse as was also the chattering of mag- 
pies. When Alexander entered Babylon, and 
Cicero fled from Antony, their deaths were 
foretold by ravens. The crowing of cocks was 
an auspicious omen, and presaged both the suc- 
cess of Themistocles against the Persians, and 
the signal victory of the Boeotians over the La- 
cedemonians on the contrary, if a hen were 
heard to crow, they thought some dreadful 
judgment was impending If any unlucky 
birds got into houses, to avert so unfavourable 
an omen, the Greeks caught them, and hung 


them before their doors, that so the birds them- 
selves might un|}ergo, or atone for, those evils 

which they had threatened to the family. 

Thus much for birds : it is now proper to add 
somewhat concerning the predictions by in- 
sects, beasts, and signs in the heavens. Ants 
were used in Divination, an instance of which 
we have in Cimon, the Athenian general, for 
in sacrifleing a little before his death, the blood 
which flowed from the viClim congealed upon 
the ground, and was by a great number of 
ants carried to Cimon, and placed all together 
at his feet, which Cimon no sooner espied than 
the Augur brought him word that the liver had 
no head ; and shortly after the hero died An- 
other instance we have in Midas, king of Phry- 
gia, who, whilst a boy, and fast asleep, had 
grains of wheat dropped into his mouth by ants, 
from which the soothsayers foretold he would 
be the richest of all men. Bees were esteemed 
an omen of future eloquence, as appears from 
the stories of Plato and Pindar, they having 
sat on the lips of the former whilst he lay in his 
cradle, and the latter being nourished by them 
with honey, instead of milk but the Romans 
esteemed them an unlucky and a very dreadful 
omen, as may be seen in Plutarch’s life of Bru- 
tus Toads were accounted lucky omens-— 
Snakfs, and also serpents, were ominous, as ap- 
pears by the serpent which, in Homer, devour- 
ed eight young sparrows, with their dam, which 
was, by Calchas the diviner, interpreted to 
signify, that the siege of Troy should continue 
nine whole years Hoars were unlucky omens, 
boding an unhappy event to the designs of 
every person who met them , and the bare also, 
appearing in the time of war, signified defeat 
and flight ; for when Xerxes had prepared an 
innumerable army to invade Greece, it hap- 
pened that a mare brought forth a hare, which 
prodigy was a presage of the base and cow’ardly 
flight of Xerxes, after his fleet was destroyed 
by Themistocles. Among the omens fi oni the 
heavens were comets, which were always thought 
to portend something dreadful such also were 
eclipses of the sun and moon, with which several 
armies have been so terrified that they have 
thrown down their arms, and tamely yielded 
themselves to slaughter, as was the case of 
Nicias, the Athenian general^ and his army. — 
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These phaenomena were imputed to the imme- 
diate operation of the god|j and so sti'ongly 
were the vulgar impiessed with this opinion, 
that Anaxagoras brought himself into no small 
danger by pretending to assign a natural rea 
son for them. Ligbtmngs also were ominous 
if they appeared on the light hand, the omen 
was accounted favourable, but if on the left 
unlucky. Other meteors likewise were observed 
by the Augurs, as the igms lamhem, which was 
an excellent omen presaging future felicity, as 
appears fiom Servius Tullius, whose piomotion 
to the kingdom of Rome was foretold by it — 
The Argonauts, in their expedition to Colchis, 
were overtaken by a dangerous tempest, where- 
upon Orpheus supplicated the gods for deliver- 
ance, and speedily there appeared two lambent 
flames about the heads of Castor and Pollux, 
upon which ensued a fine gale, the winds ceas- 
ing, and the sea becoming smooth and tran- 
quil. If one flame appeared single, it was 
called Helena, and was a very dangerous omen, 
portending storms and shipwrecks, especially 
if it followed Castor and Pollux by the heels, 
and, as it were, driven them away yet Euri- 
pides, when speaking of Helena in his Orestes, 
makes them all prosperous and desireable signs 
The wwidi also were thought to contain in them 
something prophetical, and wcie taken notice 
of by the Augurs, as appeals from Statius. We 
shall close this article with the thunder, the no- 
blest and most observed of all the heavenly 
omens. Like other signs, it was good or bad 
according to its con uscation ; on the right, it 
was lucky , on the left unfortunate in a clear 
and seiene sky it was a happy sign , thus in 
Homer it is given by Jupitei as a confirmation 
that he granted the petitions which were offered 
To avert unlucky omens by thunder, it was 
usual to make a libation of wine, pouring it 
forth in cups. Of lightning they stood in such 
fear as to adore it. Some of the ancients pre- 
tended to understand the language of birds, of 
which we have an instance in Apollonious Ty- 
aneus, of whom it is reported, that as he was 
sitting in a parlour with his friends, there came 
a sparrow, and chattered to a flock of birds be- 
fore the window Apollonious told his friends 
that the sparrow was inviting the other birds 
to a feast, at a certain place where a mule, load- 


ed with com, had let fall his burdm. The 
company, desirous to know the truth, went im- 
mediately to the place, and found it as he had 

told them. The most remarkable instances 

usually alleged in support of the credit of Au- 
gury by the Greek and Roman historians aic 
these following 1. Tarqumius Priscus, intend- 
ing to augment the cavalry of Romulus’s esta- 
blishment, was dissuaded from the attempt by 
the Augur Aetius Naevius . the king, in dis- 
gust, asked the Augur whether another thing, 
which he had in his thoughts, waspradicable? 
Aetius replied it was , upon which Tarquin 
bid him take a razor, and cut a whetstone 
in pieces accordingly the Augur undertook it, 
and, to the king’s great surprize, sliced the 
whetstone in pieces before his face 2. Ti- 
berius Gracchus, attempting a dangerous en- 
tcrpiize, consulted the singing and chatter- 
ing of birds, who picsaged him ill luck at 
the stepping out of his house he fell down, 
and broke the skin of one of his toes • before 
he had gone many steps, three ciows dropped 
a piece of tile before him, and croaked in a very 
unusual manner* however, he slighted these 
omens, and went on to the Capitol, where the 
Pontifex Maximus, Scipio Nasica broke off* a 
piece of a bench, and killed him with a blow. 

3. Appius Claudius, being ready to engage the 
enemy’s fleet in the first Punic war, consulted 
the Augurs , but the sacied chickens would 
neither come out of their coop, nor eat; 
upon which Claudius, falling into a passion, 
ordered them to be thrown into the sea, 
saying, “ If they won’t eat, they shall 
drink ” It is said he paid dear for this rash- 
ness, by the unfortunate catastrophe of his life. 

4. The high priest Metellus, going to his coun- 
try seat at Tusculum, met two crows, which 
crossed the way upon him so often, and became 
so troublesome, that he was forced to return 
to Rome: the night following the temple 
of Vesta was set on fire, when Metellus, rush- 
ing into the flames, saved the statue of Pallas 

5. Cicero had a presage of his death by the ac- 
tion of a bird he saw a crow pluck off the pm 
of a dial, and immediately after it laid hold of 
his coat, and tried to stop him with its bill, 
till a slave brought him word that the soldiers 
sent by Marc Antony, to kill him were in sight. 
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6. When Brutus was drawing his army into the 
field against 06lavius Caesar and Marc Antony, 
two eagles, one from Caesar’s, the other from 
Brutus’s camp, met in the air and fought ; and 
after along engagement, that which came from 
Brutiis’s quarter fled away wounded. 7. Alex- 
ander the Great, designing to build a city in 
Egypt, a celebrated archite6t drew the plan, 
and marked out the compass of the walls, for 
which purpose, instead of chalk, he made use 
of barley-meal , but a flock of birds flew from 
a neighbouring lake, and ate up the barley ; 
whence the Egyptian priests drew this lucky 
presage, that the town, in time, would be 

able to maintain a great many strangers. 

8. An eagle happening to light upon a palace 
where king Deiotarus intended to lodge, that 
prince, who was excessively addidted to Augury, 
would by no means go into it, and the night 
following the house fell wholly to the ground. 
See Divmatum. 

V. Of Divination by Lois Divination by Lots 

was of four sorts, political, military, lusorious, 
and prophetical. The three former are foreign 
to our purpose. Of the last the principal sorts 
were 2:T»x«mawTi»« and The first was 

a sort of Divination by verses, in which it was 
usual after having written fatidical verses, to 
put the papers containing them into a ves- 
sel. These verses, when drawn, announced 
to the drawer his fate. This was often praftised 
upon the Sibylline oracles, which were dispersed 
over Greece, Italy, and all the Roman empire- 
whence the frequent mention by ancient au- 
thors of the Sortes Stbyllinae. Sometimes they 
took a poet, and opening in one or more places, 
received the first verse they met with as a pre- 
diction. This was also called P«4«^o^a»Tita, from 
the Rhapsodies of Homer, and, in the opinion 
of some, proceeded originally from the esteem 
in which poets were held by the ancients, 
who reputed them to be divine and inspired — 
But as Homer, of all poets, had the great- 
est name, so the Sortes Homerkae were, of all 
others, in the highest credit: yet Euripides 
was not wholly neglected; nor Virgil, with 
others among the Romans of inferior reputa- 
tion, as is evident from, besides many others, 
the instance of Severus, whose elevation to the 
eknpire was foretold by opening this verse, Tu 
Vol, L 4 


regere ImperiopopuloSfRomane,meifunto ; Remem- 
ber, Roman, with imperial sroay to rule the people. 
The Christians also adopted the same practice 
on the Bible. Thus Nicephorus judged it ne- 
cessary to dip into the Psalter, that he there 
might find a support or defeiice against the 
distress under which he laboured ; and Hera- 
clius is reported by Cedrenus to have sought 
counsel from the New Testament, and been 
thereby persuaded to winter in Albania. St. 
Augustin himself, though he disallows this prac* 
tice in secular, yet seems to approve it in spi- 
ritual concerns, as appears frpm his epistle to 
Januarius. — Kxspojuami* was a sort of divination 
in which they made coi\)eClures by casting Lots. 
It is to be remarked that Lots were called in 
the plural number xXupo*, by the Greeks, and 
by the Romans Sortes, to distinguish them from 
xXftfot, which, in the singular number, usually 
signified the hint or occasion given to diviners 
to make their conjectures by. These xXtifti were 
usually black and white beans, clods of earth, 
pebbles, dice, or the like, distinguished by cer- 
tain characters* these they cast into some 
vessel or urn, having made supplication to the 
gods to direct them, inferring from the cha- 
racters what was appointed to happen All 
Lots were sacred to Mercury, whom they ima- 
gined to preside over this species of divination, 
and therefore the ancients, for the sake of good 
luck, and to render Mercury propitious, used 
with the rest of the Lots to put in one whicli 
they called 'EffMv xhnfoy, or Mercury's Lot. This 
was an olive leaf, which they drew before the 
rest. Divination in this way was either invent- 
ed, or at least so much practised by the Thriae, 
three Nymphs who nursed Apollo, that at length 
the word 0piM came to be a synonimous teim 
with icXupoj. To this sort of divination we may 
reduce PaWeptami*, or prophesying by lods, 
mentioned also in Scripture, where Hosea, a- 
mong other wickednesses committed by the Is- 
raelites, reckons this as not of the least. The 
manner of it seems to have been this they 
took small sticks, and having put certain cha- 
racters upon them, cast them into a vessel, and 
then drew them forth Not materially different 
was BiAojuaemia, in which divination was made 
by arrows shaken together in a quiver • others 
are of opinion that the arrows w-ere shot into 
LI 
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the air, and the person who sought dire6tion 
was to steer his course according to tite incli. 
nation of the arrow in descending. This seems 
to have been the divination used by Nebuchad- 
nezzar, III Ezekiel, w here he deliberates on in- 
vading tlie Isiaelitcs and Ammonites ; but be- 
cause the pi ophet speaks of his having made 
his airows bright, some suppose him to have 
divined by looking upon the iron-heads of the 
arrows, and observing the various appearances 
of the polish Another method of Divination 
by Rods was used by the Scythians, and is de- 
scribed in Herodotus ; as are others by Strabo, 
Athenaeus, and Ammianus Marcelliniis. A 
different method of Divination by Lots prevailed 
m Greece and Rome, amongst many who were 
desirous of learning their fortune. Such per- 
sons having furnished themselves with a cer- 
tain number of lots, distinguished by charac- 
ters or inscriptions, went out into the public 
ways, and desired the first boy they met to draw 
If the lot which came forth agreed with what 
they had mentally conceived, it was held an in- 
fallible prophecy. This kind of divination is 
said, by Plutarch, to be derived from the E- 
gyptians, by whom the a6lions and words of 
boys were carefully observed, as containing in 
them something divinely prophetical , an opi- 
nion which originated from the circumstance of 
Isis having met, as she wandered in search of 
Osins, a company of boys at play, who gave 
her information of the objeft of her travels To 
this custom of divining by boys, some think 
Tibullus alluded in the third elegy of his first 
l)Ook , but it is more probable the poet there 
speaks of a different kind of lots, which were 
these In the markets, high-ways, and other 
places of concourse, it was usual for a boy, or 
man, whom the Greeks called Ayupme, to stand 
with a little tablet, inscribed with fatidical or 
prophetic verses, which, according as the dice 
lit upon them, pointed out the fortune the con- 
suiters might expeft sometimes instead of 
tablets, they had vases or urns, into which the 
lots were thrown, and thence drawn forth by 
the boys Artemi dorus speaks of diviners in 
the market-place ; and the Series Vtdles were 
common at Rome. Dydimus reports that Ju- 
piter, being desirous Apollo should preside 
over DtVination, brought lots, said by some to 


. have been invented by Minerva, into disre- 
pute. 

VI. Of DiviKATioN by ominous Words md Things. 
This species of divination materially differed 
from all the foregoing, as it foretold future 
^vents not by any studied methods, but by ac- 
cidents, and casual occurrences, which were 
thought to be pregnant with presages of good 
or of evil. Of these there were three sorts , 
the first was of things internal, by which is 
meant those which aife6ted the persons them- 
selves ; the second of things external, which 
only appeared to men, but did not make any 
impression upon them ; and the third were omi- 
nous words. Of these omens the first sort, or 
such as men took from themselves, were dis- 
tinguished into four kinds ; 1. Marks upon the 
body, as spots like oil 2 Sudden per- 

turbations seizing upon the mind ; as panic ter- 
rors and consternations, without any obvious or 
visible cause These they imputed to the ope- 
ration of daemons, and especially Pan, upon 
the fancy The reason why these terrors were 
attributed to Pan was, either because Osiris, 
when bound by Typhon, was terrified at the 
sight of Pan and the Satyrs , or else because the 
Giants who warred against Jupiter were stricken 
with consternation at the appearance of Pan. — 
The third sort of internal omens were the IToa- 
ft,n, or omvurfUtrK, SO called from n’ocAAfii', 

to palpitate such wei e palpitations of the heart, 
the eye, or any of the muscles ; and or 

a ringing in the ears, which, if in the right ear, 
was a lucky omen, as w'as also the palpitation 
of the right eye The fourth sort of internal 
omens were the nT«p/*o», or sneezings, which were 
so superstitiously observed, that divine wor- 
ship was thought due to them, though some say 
this adoration was only an expiation of the o- 
men others are of opinion that sneezing was 
a disease, or at least a symptom of some in- 
firmity, and therefore, when any man sneezed, 
it was usual to say Zs9>, May you live/ or Ziu awrw. 
May Jupiter bless you ! However, it is certain 
that sneezing was accounted sacred; Aristotle 
mentions it as reckoned a divinity ; and Xeno- 
phon reports that the soldiers with one accord 
worshipped it as a god But they can scarcely 
be supposed so deei^y immersed in ignorance 
as to think every of sneezing a deity ; nor 
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do the words of Aristotle necessarily imply that 
they did, since no more need be understood by 
them, than that there was a god of sneezing, 
called nr»fi*ot ; and when Xenophon observes, 
that the soldiers on hearing a sneeze, worship- 
ped the god, it may be obviously explained the 
god of sneezing; or perhaps it meant only 
that they worshipjiedGod, by uttering the usual 
form of Zw ffuirov, to avert the omen. Upon 
sneezing, however, it is certain, that consider- 
able stress was laid, insomuch, that if one 
sneezed at such a time, or on such a side, it 
was sufHcicnt to stimulate to, or dissuade from, 
cnterpri zes of the greatest moment On the au- 
thority of Euphrantidcs, a sneeze upon the right 
hand was used by Themistocles to his soldiers, 
as a powerful argument for the combat Such 
a sneeze happening in the a6l of haranguing, 
was thought a sufficient reason for investing 
him with the generalship. And Socrates him- 
self, though no advocate for superstitions, gave 
so far into this weakness, as to make a sneeze the 
suggestion of the daemon said to attend him. 
Sneezing was not always a fortunate omen, but 
varied with circumstances , for once, when 
Xenophon was persuading his soldiers to en- 
counter the foe, a sneeze was accounted so 
dangerous a pm tent, as to require the expia- 
tion of public prayers Of what kind this 
-sneeze was, we aie not informed If a man 
sneezed in the morning, it was a good omen , 
but if in the afternoon, a bad one ; the reasons 
for which Aristotle hath assigned in hisProhlcms 
If a man sneezed at table, whilst the dishes 
were removing, or, if another happened to 
sneeze upon his left hand, it was unlucky , if 
on the right hand, fortunate. If in the under- 
taking any business, two or four sneezes hap- 
pened, it was a favourable omen, and gave en- 
couragement to proceed ; if more than four, 
the omen w'as neither good nor bad , if one or 
three only, it was untoward, and dehorted from 
further proceeding. If two men were delibe- 
rating on any business, and both chanced to 
sneeze at once, the omen was prosperous. — Of 
external omens, or those which appeared to men, 
but originated not from themselves, there were 
several sorts Such were the meeting of an 
eunuch, a black, an ape, a bitch with whelps, 
a snake in the way, so as to part the company, 
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or a hare crossing a road, A woman work- 
ing at her spindle, or carrying it uncovered, 
was thought extremely prejudicial to any de- 
sign, and to blast whatever hopes they had 
conceived, particularly such as related to the 
fruits of the earth A weasel thwarting tho 
way, was sufficient to defer, for the day, a pub- 
lic assembly it was called yoM ; and Artemi- 
dorus assigns, for the icason of its running 
across being so much noticed, that yaXn was 
irotptitptt tofMv, that IS, as explained by Bogan, 
the letters in each express the same number, 
viz 42. All these were SvraimU», Svntmtea, and 
uvor^tvreuK S^icc[Mcr», utiluchy and abominable sights 
Another sort of external omens were those 
which happened at borne, and the divination 
under which they were classed was called, rt 
otxoo'XBTrixov Such Were the approach of a black 
dog, a mouse eating a salt bag, the appearing 
of a snake or weasel upon the house top. Such 
also were the spilling of salt, water, honey, or 
wine; the taking the wine away whilst any jier- 
son was drinking, a sudden silence, and the 
like In putting on clothes, the right side 
must be first dressed , and if a servant gave 
his master the left shoe first, it was instantly 
hurled at his head. Hither also may be re- 
ferred the various aftions that were considered 
as implicatory either of good or bad fortune — 
Thus, at feasts, it wa^ accounted lucky to 
crown the cup with a garland ; because a gar- 
land represented a circle, of all figures the 
most capacious and complete It was usual 
also, as an insurance of luck, to carry home 
the fragments left at a sacrifice, which were 
called vyKitui, from the supposition that they 
contributed to the preservation of health — — 
As to ominous words, they were accounted 
both good and bad, and wei c believed to pi e- 
sage accordingly Such words were called 
otIai, xXnJovif, or from as the Latin 
is so called q orenien, qma jit ab ore , t. e. be- 
cause it proceeds from tlie mouth. It may be 
considered also as equivalent to voices ; for 
Tully hath so stiled them " The Pythagore- 
ans,” says he,j^ “ used to observe the voices of 
men as well as of the gods.” According to 
Fausanias, this sort of Divination was most in 
use at Smyrna, where was a temple in which 
answers were so returned ; and Apollo Spodius 
LI 2 
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gave oracles in Thebes after the same manner ; 
but the first invention of it is attributed to 
Ceres. Words that boded ill were called tuauu 
or iuTpii*nu, and he who spoke them was 
said as Euri* 

pides terms it, where he speaks of certain omi- 
nous words dropped by a servant at a feast, 
just as one of the company was going to drink. 
Words of this kind they had always a super- 
stitious care to avoid, and so circumspect were 
they in rcspeClto them, that instead of iia-fAurfiftov, 
a prison, they would often say twnfut, an bouse, and 
the like ; for there were a great many words 
which they scrupled as much almost to pro- 
nounce, as the Jews ihtir fumienTetragrammaton', 
and therefore, in time of divine worship, no- 
thing was more striClly prohibited than the 
utterance of ominous expressions . these, if 
spoken by a brother, or any one nearly related 
to the person whose interest was concerned, 
were supposed to be of moi e weight, and ac- 
counted so much the worse Some words and 
proper names imported success, similar to their 
natural signification, of which this instance may 
suffice Leotychides having been importuned by 
a Samian to make war against the Persians, en- 
quired his petitioner’s name, and being told it 
was Hywnrfxrof, the leader of an army, replied, 
Hyimrpamc rov / accept tbe omen of 

Hegesistratus. Among the Greeks, Stxfv^cu wwov, 
was a phrase of the same import with ampere 
omen among the Latins, and signified the ac- 
cepting an omen, and applying it to the busi- 
ness in hand ; it being thought materially at 
the option of the hearer whether he would ac- 
cept an omen or not If the omen were imme- 
diately caught at by the hearer, or instantly 
struck his imagination, it was determined ef- 
ficacious ; but if neglected, or not quickly ta- 
ken notice of, it was of no force. Certain 

times also were ominous, some days being ac- 
counted fortunate, others unfortunate; some 
were proper for one business, others, for ano- 
ther; and some for none. Tfie way to avert 
an omen was either to throw a stone at the 
thing, or to kill it outright, that so the evil 
portended might fall upon its own head . if it 
were an unlucky speech, to retort it upon the 
speaker with an mc vm, tibi in caput redead, 
Jjtt it fall on tbine own bead, which perha|» is 


an expression borrowed from the bponum, who, 
when they perceived aught in a victim portend- 
ing mischief to themselves or their country, 
used to deprecate the evil from themselves on 
its head. Similar expressions are met with 
in Scripture, as in Obediah’s prophecy, Tby re- 
ward shall return upon ibtne own bead ; and again, 
in the book of Kings, And tbe Lord bath return- 
dd tby wickedness upon tbine own bead. Herodo- 
tus says, this was an Egyptian custom, from 
whom it was probably taken by the Grecians. 
** They curse the head of the viClim in this 
manner;, that if any misfortune impended 
over themselves or the countiy of Egypt, it 
might be turned upon that head.” Instead of 
these imprecations, sometimes they used to say, 
E(( jMot, or Ms ytmn, DU meltora, God 
forbid. Sometimes they used to spit three 
times into their bosoms at the sight of a mad- 
man, or one troubled with an epilepsy; which 
practice was a sort of defiance of the omen, as 
spitting upon any person was reckoned a sign 
of contempt and abhorrence. — On meeting an 
unlucky omen, they often broke off from what 
they were engaged in, and commenced it 
afresh, as appears from the lo of Euripides, 
in which a person, whilst drinking, having 
heard an ominous expression, immediately 
threw down the cup, and called for another 
to be brought him. 

VII. Divination by Magic and Incantation.— 
This sort of Divination was known by the names 
Mxyueu and Ewtftcu, mogic and incantations. Ma- 
gical arts are said by the Greeks to have been 
invented m Persia, where, at first, they were 
held in great veneration ; the M«yoi applying 
themselves to the study of philosophy, and a 
search after the most curious operations and 
mysteries of nature. Thqr were appointed to 
supenntend divine worship, and all religious 
ceremonies, and continually attending upon 
their sovereigns, to advise them fn momen- 
tous affiiirs, and were preferred to the highest 
dignities and offices. But when they desisted 
from the contemplation of nature, and betook 
themselves to the invocation of daemons, and 
other fantastick pursuits, their original fame 
was debased, if not altogether obscured. This 
art is said to have been transferred to the 
Greeks by Oethanes, an attendant on Xerxes« 
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» and afterwards improved by Democritus, who 
is reported to have learnt it from the books of 
the Phoenicians. But to pass from the progress 
to the kinds of this art, it may be observed, 
that th&Jirst was or that Divination 

in which answers were given by deceased per- 
sons : it was sometimes performed by the ma- 
gical use of a bone, or vein of a dead body, 
after the manner of the Thessalians , or by 
pouring warm blood into a carcase, as if it 
were to reanimate it ; or by some other enchant- 
ments to revivify the dead. Sometimes they 
pretended to raise the ghosts of the deceased 
by various invocations and ceremonies, for 
which purpose they dug a deep trench, and 
having placed in the midst of it an altar of turf 
or stone, they procured a heifer black and bar- 
ren, cut olF the curled hair between her horns 
and forehead, and dragged her backward to 
the trench, turning their faces from the sun. 
Here she was sacrificed to Mother Earth and 
Proserpine, milk being mingled with the blood 
as it flowed from her, and fire-brands snatched 
from the altar extinguished in the trench, the 
sacnficers still turning their faces from the 
sun. The dead evoked by this rite appearing 
in airy forms like shades , the ntc itself, which 
was called T*i»fMurux and might be 

performed in any place, but some, in particu- 
lar, were appropriated to it under the title of 
Nfxu0|iMWTtt«e. Several of these are mentioned 
by the poets, hut the two most remarkable 
were, that in Thesprotia, where Orpheus is said 
to have resuscitated Eurydice , and that in 
Campania, at the lake Avernus, celebiated by 

Homer and Virgil. 'rif 9 f*eumM, Divination 

by water at large, or niiyo|u«mt«, when perform- 
ed by a fountain, consisted in observing the 
various impulses, changes, fluxes, refluxes, ii- 
sings, diminutions, colours, images, &c. in 
water. Sometimes, when it was wished to 
know what fate would attend a sick person, a 
mirror was dipped into it ; for, accordingly as 
the party looked well or ill in the glass, his 
future condition was judged of. Sometimes, 
a bowl being filled with water, a ring equally 
poised and suspended by a thread from a finger, 
was let down into it, accompanied with a prayer, 
requesting of the gods to declare or confirm 
the question in dispute, on which, if the thing 


proposed were true, the ring, of its own ac- 
cord, would strike against the bowl a precise 
number of strokes. Sometimes three stones 
were thrown into the water, and the turns 
observed made by them in sinking. Instead 
of water oil and wine were occasionally sub- 
stituted, and then the fluid was called p^urXee , 
and sometimes, instead of stones, wedges of 
gold or silver were used This sort of Divi- 
nation, which, trom being performed in a ba- 
son, was called At^xwyMvru*, was also prac- 
tised at times in a diflerent manner. Having 
distinguished the wedges or stones with certain 
charafters, and then invoking the daemon 
in a set form, a question being proposed which 
they Wished to have solved, an answer was re- 
turned from the water in a small voice like a 
hiss The Scholiast upon Lycophron is of opi- 
nion, that this method of divining was coeval 
with the Trojan war, and pradtised by Ulysses, 
whence he thinks the poetical fictions were de 
rived, of his descent into hell to consult witli 
Tiresias. Sometimes Divination by water was 
perfoimed by a looking-glass, and was called 
sometimes also glasses weie 
used, and the images of what should hap- 
pen presented without water sometimes it 
was performed m a vessel of water, the middle 
of which was called yoerpn, and the Divination 
itself TxrfQfuairtM thus, certain round glasses 
being filled with fair water, and having torches 
Righted about them, a prayer was uttered in a 
murmuring voice, a daemon invoked, and the 
question propounded which was sought to be 
solved’ a chaste and unpolluted boy, or a wo 
man big with child, was appointed to observe 
with great care and exaftness, all the altera- 
tions in the glasses, at the same time desiring, 
beseeching, and commanding an answer, which 
at length the daemon returned by images m 
the glasses, 1 epresentative of what was decreed 
to take place.— -—Aae)cIwA«|n«m*«s, was a Divina- 
tion by rings enchanted, or made according to 
some position of the celestial bodies. A ring 
of this sort, Gyges, king of Lydia, is said to 
have possessed, which, when he turned to the 
palm of his hand, rendered him invisible to 
others, but not others to him • by the help of 
this he had access to the queen of Candaules, 
ai^ killing her husband, succeeded to the 
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throne.<~->jCfur«AX«f(a*rna, was performed by 
polished and enchanted crystals, in which fu- 
ture events were signified by certain marks and 
figures.-—— was performed by the 
nails of an unpolluted boy, covered with oil and 
soot, and turned to the sun, the reflection of 
whose rays was believed to represent, by cer- 
tain images, the things they were desirous to 
know. — foretold future events from 
certain spedres, or other appearances in the 
air, and sometimes thus* They folded their 
heads in a napkin, and having placed a bowl 
full of water in the open air, proposed their 
wish in a whispering voice, at which time, it 
the water boiled up or bubbled, they imagined 
their proposition was approved of and con- 
firmed. AiitiMontutwas sometimes performed 

by a precious stone called Siderites, which they 
washed in spring-water by night, and the light 
of a taper. The consultor was to be purified 
from all manner of pollution, and to have the 
face covered this done, the party repeated 
divers prayers, and placed certain characters 
in an appointed order, upon which, the stone 
moved of itself, and in a gentle murmur , or, 
according to some, in an infantine voice, re- 
turned an answer. By a stone of this nature, 
Helen us is reported to have foretold the destruc- 
tion of Troy. Theocritus describes two soi ts of 
Divinations practised by a rustick, to discover 
the interest he had in the affections of his mis- 
tresses, one by the iekpbtlum, which beyig 
crushed in his hand, or upon his arm, return- 
ed no sound , for it was usual to strike that, or 
some other herb against their arms, and if they 
crackled in breaking, it was a good, if not, an 
unlucky omen * (not much unlike this was the 
Divination by laurel-leaves, which were thrown 
into the fire, and observed how they crackled 
in burning ) The other way of divining, 
mentioned by Theocritus, was by a sieve, used 
by an old woman, in telling to the credulous 
their fortunes. This they called KvnuwiMtnuet, 
and was generally practised to discover thieves, 
or others suspeAed of crimes. The manner 
was, to suspend a sieve by a cord, or else 
poise it on a pair of sheara, the bows of them 
being supported by a finger and thumb ; the 
gods were then implored to direCt and assist 
them, after which, the names of the suspeCted 


persons were mentioned, and he at whose name 
the sieve whirled round, or moved, was thought 

to have committed the faCl Another sort 

of Divination practised on a similar account, 
was called A^tve^mta, from an <zx, or 

batebet, which they fixed so exactly upon a 
round stake, that neither end might prepon- 
derate to weigh down the other , prayers were 
then ofi'ered, and the suspeCted names repeat- 
ed , but if, at the mention of a particular name, 
the hatchet was observed to move, the person 
so called was found guilty. — ^K{f«xojuaiiT«w, was, 
as the name implies. Divination by the head of 
an ass, which being broiled on coals, and a 
few prayers having been muttered, and the 
name, as before, repeated, if the jaws made any 
motion, and the teeth chattered, the villain 
was thought to be sufficiently discovered—— 
AXixl^uojuovrtta was a very mysterious Divination, 
in which they made use of a cock to detcCl se- 
cret transactions, or future events The me- 
thod was, to write in dust the twenty-four let- 
ters of the alphabet, and severally place upon 
them a gram of wheat or barley, a cock, ma- 
gically prepared, being let loose, the letters 
from which he picked the corns when joined, 
were thought to declare what they desired to 
be informed of. This species of Divination, 
the famous lamblichus, master of Proclus, is 
said to have used, as an index to the successor 
of Valens in the empire ; but the cock picking 
up only the grains upon the letters 9, », o, 
it became uncertain, whether Theodosius, 
Theodotus, Theodorus, or TheodeCtes, was 
the person designed. Valens, however, be- 
ing informed of the matter, was exceedingly 
enraged, and, in consequence of it, put seve- 
ral to death, because their names began with 
those letters. A diligent search was, also made 
to secure the magicians, but lamblichus eluded 
the emperor’s cruelty by a poisonous beverage 
which ended his life.— was per- 
formed by a red-bot iront upon which was laid 
an odd number of straws, and inferences drawn 
from the figures, bendings, sparklings, &c. 
which they exhibited in burning.— -MoXwCib- 
IMurtM was deduced from the motions, figures, 

&c. of melted lead, - — T he three following 

methods of Divination are enumerated by 
some among the various sorts of Incantations. 
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Tip^ojiMwni*, or Divination by asbes, was perfor- 
med in this manner; Any proposition sought 
to be resolved having been written in ashes on 
a plank, was exposed to the open air, where 
having for some tinje remained, the letters 
Which continued undefaced by the wind or other 
accidents, were thought to compose a solution 

of the question. Borovo/Motmia, or Divination 

by herbs, especially ExiXi(r^*xoc, or sage, or 
else by Jig-leaves, and then called 
was thus praftised The 'persons who con- 
sulted, having inscribed their own names, 
and questions, upon leaves, and exposed 
them to the wind, such of the letters as 
preserved their places were taken up, and 
being joined, contained the rcjily — KtiftofAUD- 
riM, or Divination by viax, consisted in the 
melting wax over a vessel of water, and hav- 
ing dropped it within three definite spaces, ob- 
serving the figure, situation, and concretion of 

the drops ^xpftxxtiu was usually performed 

by certain medicated and enchanted composi- 
tion of herbs, minerals, &c which were stilcd 
^«Pjt*«x* By these, strange and wonderful 
things weie effefted some taken inwardly 
caused blindness, madness, love, &c Such 
were the medicaments of Circe, by which she 
transformed the companions of Ulysses others 
infected by a touch, such was the garment 
which Medea sent to Creusa others spread 
their venom, and operated upon persons at a 
distance There were also irarvptx, amu- 

lets against the former, such was the herb moly, 
which preserved Ulysses from the enchantment 
of Circe the laurel, the sallow -tree, the rhamn, 
or Christ-thorn, flea-bane, the jasper stone, 
and a number of others mentioned by Orpheus 
and Albertus Magnus ; likewise certain rings, 
which Aristophanes calls A»x7yAt«uf ^s’fftaaurat — 
For this art the Thessalians were, of all the 
Greeks, the most famous, and in it Demo- 
critus and Pythagoras are also said to have ex- 
celled. Every story is full of the prodigious 
operations wrought by it ; and there is one in 
particular in Ovid, from the mouth of a witch, 
who boasts that she could make streams revert to 
their fountains, smooth the sea if rough, or if 
calm discompose it ; that she could raise or si- 
lence the winds ; remove woods ; and even 
draw down the moon from her orbit. The an- 


cients, indeed, were so fully persuaded that 
incantations could produce this last eire6t, that 
whenever the moon was eclipsed^ they ascri bed it 
to the power of magic, and, on that account, beat 
drums and kettles, and sounded trumpets and 
hautboys, to drown, if possible, the voices 
of the magicians, and prevent their charms be- 
ing heard The moon likewise being thought 
to preside over this art, was invoked, together 
with Hecate, to whom the invention of it was 
ascribed ; for which reason Medea, in Euripi- 
des, declaies that, of all the deities, she paid 
to Hecate the greatest veneration To this 
sort of divination are to be i eferred amulets 
against poison, venom, and diseases, enchanted 
girdles, and other charms carried about the 
person to excite love, or any other passion , 
such was the cestus which Juno borrowed of 
Venus, to allure the love of Jupiter 

DIVIPOTES, were gods amongst the Samothra- 
cians, whom they stiled Tbcedynaics, or powerful 
divinities They were two in number, Coelus 
and Terra, or soul and body, or humid and 
cold Perhaps they were the same with the 
gods Cabiri 

DIUSFIDIUS, OR MEDl-EDl, a god of the Sa- 
bines, adopted by the Romans This Diiis, or 
Deus Fidiiii, and sometimes Fidiin, was consi- 
dered as the god ot integrity or good faith, 
and hence was frequently sworn by. The for- 
mula of the oath was Medius Fidius, which is to 
be understood in the same manner as Meber- 
cules. He was supposed to have been a son of 
Jupiter, and some confounded him with Her- 
cules See Mebercules 

DODANIM, son of Javan See Oracle at Dodona. 

DODONA. See Oracle at Dodona. 

DODONAEUS, an epithet of Jupiter, from his 
temple in the forest of Dodona, where was the 
most famous, and, it is said, most ancient ora- 
cle of all Greece See Oracle at Dodona. 

DODONE, daughter of Jupitei and Euterpe.— 
See Oracle at Dodona 

DODONIDES, the seven daughtqrs of Atlas, and 
nurses of Bacchus, who are said to have an- 
ciently Inhabited the temple of Dodona, whence 
came their name They were supposed to have 
been the deliverers of the oracles, but, in later 
ages, this office was entrusted to three old wo- 
men. See Oracle of Dodona. 
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DOLI ACX)N, father of Hebruh i Tethy^ and aister and wife of Nereua ; she was 

DOLICHAEUS, a surname of Jupiter, from the I mother of Nymphs without number, called from 


worship rendered him at Doliche, a city of 
Comagenc, in Syria 

DOLIUS, an epithet of Mercury A purse was 
usually hung to a statue of this deity, to signify 
that he was the god of gain and profit, and pre* 
sided over traffick, which, being frequently 
carried on by fraud, occasioned him the addi- 
tion of Doltus, or the fraudful 

DOLIUS, a faithful attendant on Penelope, men- 
tioned in the Odyssey, and father of Melantho 
and Eurymachus. 

DOLON, son of Eumedes, a swift-footed Trojan, 
coming into the Grecian camp as a spy, was ta- 
ken by Ulysses and Diomedes In hopes, how- 
ever, of saving his life, he betrayed the designs 
of the Trojans, but to prevent his babling in fu- 
ture, Diomedes put him to death Dolon, if 
successful, was to have had the chariot and 
horses of Achilles, as his reward This Dolon 
was father of Eumedes, who was slam by T ur- 
nus, in the twelfth Aeneid 

DOLOPES, a people of Thessaly, near the foot 
of Mount Pindus, who were sent by Pelcus the 
king to the war against Troy, under the con- 
duct of Phoenix. 

DOLOPS, son of Mercury, but by what mother 
is not said 

Another Dolops was killed by He6lor, in the ele- 
venth Iliad. 

There was also of this name a Trojan, son of 
Lampus, and of the race of Laomedon, whom 
Meges first wounded, and Menelaus afterward 
slew. 

DOMIDUCA, a name of Juno, on account of 
her condufting the bride to the house of her 
husband. The ancients also invoked the god 
Domiducus, upon the same occasion, and for 
the same purposes ascribed to Domiduca. 

DOMIDUCUS. See Domtduca 

DOMITIUS, a deity worshipped that the wife 
might be kept at home to look after her fa- 
mily. 

DONARIA, in its primary signification, meant 
the receptacle of the oblations ofiered to the 
gods, but afterwards. was extended to the of- 
ferings themselves, and sometimes, though im- 
properly, to the temples. 

DORIS, a sea-nymph, daughter of Oceanus and 


their father Nereides. 

Another Dons was mother of Syma, by lolemes 
See Syma. 

DORUS, son of Neptune and Alope, according 
to some, or, as others report, of Hellen, or ra- 
ther of Deucalion, left Pthiotis, where his fa- 
ther reigned, and settled a colony at the foot of 
Mount Ossa, which from him was called Dons, 
and its inhabitants Dorians. 

Another Dorus was son of Epiphus, and progeni- 
tor of the Pigmies. 

DORY CLUS, brother of Phineus, king of Thrace, 
and husband of Beroe, who brought him an il- 
lustrious offspring. 

Also a bastard son of Priam, slain by Ajax in the 
eleventh Iliad. 

DORYLAS, one of the conspirators against Per- 
seus, by whose hand he fell. 

Also one of the Centaurs, killed by Theseus. 

DOTO, a sea-nymph, daughter of Nereus and 
Doris.* 

DRACONIGENA URBS ; that is, the city sprung 
from the teeth of the dragon, or Thebes. See 
Cadmus 

DRAGON. See Cadmus, Andromeda, Ceres, Me~ 
dea, Dcipbon, Hespendes. 

DRANCES, an orator in the court of Latinus, 
and a bitter enemy to Turnus. An ingenious 
critic has supposed Virgil intended Drances to 
represent Cicero, and Turnus Antony. 

DREAMS. See Somnus 

DRESUS. SeeBucolton. 

DRIMACAUS, a celebrated robber of Chios, 
who, having heard that a price was set on his 
head, ordered a young man he regarded to cut 
it off, and claim therreward. The Chians struck 
with his conduct, creeled a temple, and re- 
vered him as a god. 

DROMAEUS, a surname of Apollo in Crete. 

DRUIDS, the priests or ministers of religion a. 
mong the ancient Celtae, or Gauls, Britons, 
and Germans. Some authors derive the word 
from the Hebrew Derussini, or Drussim, which 
they translate contemplators. Picart believes 
the Druids to have been thus called from Druis 
or Dryius, their leader, the fourth or fifth king 
of the Gauls. Pliny, Salmasius, and others, 
derive the name from an oak, on account 
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of thdr inhabitingj or at least frequenting, and 
teaching >n forests. Menage derives the word 
from the old British Drus, daemon, magician. 
Bayle from the Saxon Dry, magicutn, or rather 
the old British Dm, oak, whence he supposed 
to be derived , Becanus takes Dmis to be an old 
Celtic and German word, formed from Trowts 
or Trawis, a do&or of the truth and faith ; in which 
etymology Vossms acquiesces. The religion of 
the Pruids is allowed to have been of the same 
antiquity with that of the Magi of Persia, Brach- 
mans of India, and Chaldees of Babylon and As- 
syria. Between the tenets of all these sefls, 
in their earliest and most genuine state, there 
seems to have been such conformity as plainly 
evinces them to have all sprung from the same 
common root, the religion of Noah and of the 
Antediluvians. Wherever the Celtic tribes, or 
posterity of Japhet migrated, they carried this 
religion with them, so that it was of the same 
extent with their dominions. According to the 
lowest calculations, these reached from the Da- 
nube to the Atlantic, and from the Mediterra- 
nean to the Baltic sea. The se6t of the Druids 
was very complex. With that class of men who 
were properly called Dmtds, it also compre- 
hended tiie Bardi Sennachai, Eubages, Vacerri, 
and Saronidae: the Vacerri are held to have 
been the priests, the Bardi, the poets, the £u- 
hages, the augurs, the Saronidae, the civil judges 
and mstruflors of youth , as to the Sennachai, 
who are said to have been immediately devoted 
to the service of religion, it is probable they 
were the same with the Vacerri ; or, according 
to tradition, and the etymology of the word, 
from sennachai, genealogy, or history, were the 
chronologers, genealogists, and historians of 
the Celtic nation. The province of the Druids, 
properly so called, was religion ; and of this 
they were so remarkably jealous, that no kind 
of worship could be performed, nor any sacri- 
f ce public or private offered, without their pre- 
aence and appointment : nor was this all, for 
they managed matters so dexterously, as to en- 
gross all power, civil as well as religious ; in- 
lK>mueh, that no business whatever, of any mo- 
moht, could be done without their concurrence. 
Under the charaAer of either priests, magis- 
trates, i^ilosophers, or physicians, they took 
fiveiy thing under their cognizance. They 
Vol. I » 


were therefore the first and most distinguished 
order among the Gauls and Britons, chosen 
from the best families: and the honours of their 
birth, joined to those of their funftions, pro- 
cured them the most general, and profound ve- 
neration. They were exempted from all taxes 
and tribute, and even from war, if they chose 
it the magistrates of every city were annually 
chosen by them ; the youth were educated and 
formed by them ; the kings themselves were 
their ministers, and could not, without their 
consent, declare peace or war, nor so much 
as call a council. They allowed the king, we 
are told, a precedence in matters of no real im- 
portance, such as the privilege of wearing seven 
colours in his sagum, while they themselves 
were satisfied with six. The Druids were not 
so far short of the king in this particular, as 
they were beyond all others, persons of the 
greatest quality being allowed but four colours 
in their robe, and those of inferior rank still 
fewer. In the rest of their dress, as well as in 
this, the Druids assumed some distinguishing 
pecuharity they wore long habits, which 
reached to the heel, whilst that of others came 
only to the knee ; they wore their hair short, 
whilst that of others was flowing ; and their 
beard long, whilst that of others, except their 
upper lip, was generally short ; they bore in 
their hand a white rod, or magic wand, whilst 
an egg, or amulet of an oval shape, incased in 
gold, was suspended on their neck, and a white 
surplice spread over their shoulders, especially 
when they officiated. Thus, no person could 
cast his eye on a Druid without teing struck 
with some badge of his office, which put him 
in mind of his distinction, and challenged a 
reverence to it We know but little as to the 
peculiar tenets and doClrinesof the Druids, 
only that they believed in the immortality of 
the soul, and, as is generally also supposed, 
in the metempsychosis ; though a late author 
makes it highly probable they did not receive 
this last, at least in the sense of the Pythago- 
reans. They honoured the Divine Being as 
supreme, but under him acknowledged subor- 
dinate deities. They taught that blasphemers 
should be put to death ; and that men should do 
untoothers as they wished to be done l^. They 
. heldit criminal to eat flesh, milk, or eggs, be- 
M m 
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cftuse human souk might have inhabits these 
bodies. With them the first appearance of the 
new moon was to be attended with reverence, 
it being supposed that planet had great infiu. 
cnce on the ^ions of men on earth. Among 
them women were in common, but the man who 
first deflowered a virgin, was the responsible fa- 
ther of her child. They had one chief, or Arch- 
Druid, in every nation, who a6led as high- 
priest, or Pont^eX’Maxirmis . he was invested 
with absolute authority over all the rest, and 
commanded, decreed, and punished, at plea- 
sure. At his death he was succeeded by the 
most considerable among his survivors, and if 
there were several pretenders, the matter was 
ended by eledlicm, or put to the decision of 
arms With their pupils the Druids retired 
into caves, or the most desolate parts of forests, 
and detained them there sometimes for twenty 
years under their discipline ; where, besides 
the immortality and metempsychosis, they were 
instniAed in the motion and magnitude of the 
heavens and earth , the course of the stars , the 
nature of things ; the power and wisdom of the 
gods, &c. They preserved the memory and 
adions of great men in their verses, which they 
never allowed to be written, but made their 
pupils get them by heart ; and in their common 
course of learning they are said to have taught 
them twenty-four thousand such verses By 
this means their do6lrines appeared more mys- 
terious, as being unknown to any but them- 
selves. But what had still a more diieA ten- 
dency to impose on the people, was their pre- 
tended familiar intercoulrse with the gods ; and 
in order to render the imposition leas suscepti- 
ble of suspicion, they boasted of their great 
«kiU in magic, and cultivated several branches 
of the mathematics, particularly astronomy, 
which they carried to some degree of perfec- 
tion, being able to foretel the times, quan- 
tities, and durations of eclipses ; a circumstance 
which could not fail of attradiing the reverence 
of an ignorant people, who were persuaded that 
nothing less than supernatural power was suf- 
ficient to make such astonishing predidions.*— 
They worshipped the Supreme Being under the 
name of Ksus, or Ifesus, and the symbol of the 
ohk, and had no other temple than a wood or 
gtWt whfive all their religious rites wcUe per- 


formed* ndr was any person permitted to enfhr 
that sacred recesa, unless he carried with him a 
chain, in token of his absolute dependence on 
the Deity. Indeed, their whole religion dfigi- 
nally consisted in acknowledging that the Su- 
preme Being, who made his abode in these sa- 
cred groves, governed the tmiverse, and that 
every creature ought to obey his laws, and pay 
him divine homage. They considered the oak 
as the emblem, or rather the peculiar rendence 
of the Deity, and accordingly chaplets of it were 
worn both by the Druids and people, in their 
religious ceremonies ; the altars were strewed 
with its leaves, and encircled with its branches 
the fruit of it, especially the mistletoe, was 
thought to contain a divine virtue, and to be 
the peculiar gift of heaven it was therefore 
sought for on the sixth day of the moon with 
the greatest earnestness and anxiety, and, when 
found, was hailed with such raptures of joy, as 
almost exceeds imagination to conceive. As soon 
as the Druids were informed of this fortunate 
discovery, tliey prepared every thing for the 
barrifice under the oak, to which having fasten- 
ed two white bulls by the horns, the Arch- 
Druid, attended by a prodigious number of peo- 
ple, and dressed in white, ascending the tree, 
with a consecrated golden knife, or priming- 
hook, cropped the mistletoe, which he received 
in his sagum, or robe, amidst the rapturous ex- 
clamations of the people. Having secured this 
sacred plant, be descended the tree ; then the 
bulls were sacrificed, and the Deity invoked to 
bless his own gift, and render it efficacious in 
those distempers tor which it should be admi- 
nistered The mistletoe was considered ai a 
sovereign remedy in ail diseases, and as a pre- 
servative against apparitions, or any efihA from 
evil spirits It was considered as sacrilege in 
any persons to cut it, beside the Druids They 
placed a thorough confidence in the eggs of ser- 
pents, gathered after a peculiar manner, and 
under a certain disposition of the moon, des- 
cribed by Pliny ; and imagined them an effec- 
tual means for the gaining of law-suits,and pro- 
curing the good graces of princes: hence tlie 
same author concludes it ia, that the caduceus, 
or rod encompassed with two serpents interwo- 
ven, had been assuiped as a symbol of peace.-— 
The consecrated groves m which they per- 



DRV PANTHEON. DRU 367 


foimed their religioiis rites^ were feniced round 
with stonee, to prevent any peraon entering be- 
tween the trees> except through the passages 
left for that purpose> which were guarded by 
some inferior Druids, to prevent the intrusion 
of a stranger into their mysteries. These groves 
were of'difierent forms, some quite circular, o- 
there oblong, and more or less capacious, as the 
number ot votaries in the distrids to which they 
belonged were more or less numerous. The 
area hi the centre of the grove was encompassed 
with several rows of large oaks set very close to- 
gether Within this large circle were several 
smaller ones, surrounded with immense stones, 
and near the centre of these smaller circles were 
stones of a prodigious size, and convenient 
height, on which the victims were slain and 
offered. Each ol these being a kind of altar, 
was surrounded with another row of stones, 
the use of which cannot now be determined, un- 
less they were intended as cinctures to keep the 
people at a convenient distance from the offici- 
ating priest. Nor is it uni easonable to suppose 
that they had other groves appointed for secular 
purposes, and pei haps planted with oaks like the 
rest, that the sacred trees might strike the mem- 
bers of such courts and councils with awe, and 
prevent all quarrels and indecent expressions 
While theiejigion of the Druids continued pure 
and uncontaminated by any foreign customs, 
they offered only oblations of fine flour sprinkled 
with salt, and adored the Supreme Being in 
prayers and thanksgivings ; but after they had 
for some time carried on a commerce witli the 
Phoenicians, they lost their original simplicity, 
adored a variety of gods, adopted the barbarous 
custom of offering human victims, and even 
improved on the cruelty of other nations , some 
they pierced with darts, others they ci ucified, 
and others, being laid on a pile of straw, were 
consumed by fire On extraordinary occasions 
they erected a monstrous hollow pile of osier, 
which they filled with unhappy wretches, and 
burnt them to their gods. Criminals were 
indeed chosen for this barbarous sacrifice, but 
in want of these, the innocent became viAims 
of a cruel superstition. Suetonius assures us, 
they sacrificed men ; and Mercury is said to be 
the god to whom they offered suchvidlims. Dio- 
dorus Siculus observes, that it was upon ex- 
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traordinary occasions only such sacrifices were 
oflTered, to consult what measures to take, to 
learn what should befal them, &c. by the fall 
of the victim, the testing off his members, and 
the manner of his blood rushing forth. Au- 
gustus condemned the custom, and Tiberius 
and Claudius punished and abolisiied it. As to 
temples they had none before the coming of 
the Romans, nor in all probability for a long 
time after ; for with regard to those vast piles 
of stones still remaining, they seem rather to 
have been funereal monuments than places of 
worship; especially, as all the ancient writers 
agree, that their religious ceremonies were 
always pertormed m their consecrated groves* 
accordingly Tacitus, speaking of the descent 
of the Romans, tells us, their fiist care was to 
destroy those groves and woods which had been 
polluted with the blood of so many human vic- 
tims. The Druids, in their civil capacity, held 
an assembly every year, at a certain season, 
nearly m the middle of the country, and tliere, 
m a place consecrated for the purpose, termi- 
nated the differences of the people, who flocked 
thither from all parts We learn from Caesar, 
that they were the judges and arbiteis of all 
differences and disputes, both public and pri- 
vate; took cognizance of muiders, inheritances, 
boundaiies and limits, and decreed rewards and 
punishments Such as disobeyed their deci- 
sions they excommunicated , which was their 
principal punishment, the criminal being heic- 
by excluded from all public assemblies, and 
avoided by all the world ; so that no body durst 
speak to him for fear of being polluted. Strabo 
observes, that they had sometimes interest and 
authority enough to stop armies on the point 
of engaging, and accommodate the differences 
between them Caesar, who had seen sonic 
of the Druids in Biitain, was of opinion, they 
had come thence into Gaul ; but divers of the 
moderns take this for an error, and believe 
the dire6l reverse. It appears pretty evident 
that the ancient Britons were originally Gauls ; 
that some of the Celtae, or Belgae, Gaulish 
nations, were the first that entered our island, 
and peopled it, and that the Druids came 
along with them. Homius believes, all the 
learning and philosophy of the Druids to have 
been derived from the Assyrian Magi ; and 

Mm2 
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that as Magus has lost its ancient signification, 
which was honourable, and now 'signifies a 
magician or a sorcerer, so Druid, which had 
the same sense, has likewise degenerated, and 
now signifies no other than a person who has 
commerce with the devil, or is addicted to ma- 
gic , and accordingly in Friesland, where there 
anciently were Druids, witches are now called 
Druids. Gale, Dickenson, and some others, 
vainly contend, that the Druids borrowed all 
their philosophy and religion from the Jews. 
There were also Druiadae, Druides, or Drui- 
desses ; Lanipridius and Vopiscus mention 
them. These may be distinguished into three 
sorts, those who lived in celibacy, as those of 
the island of Sain ; those, though married, who 
lived regularly in the temples which they serv- 
ed, except one day in the year, when they were 
permitted an interview with their husbands , 
and those, a third order, who lived constantly 
with their husbands. As nothing gives more 
reputation than the pretended knowledge of 
futurity, we may judge of that of those Drui- 
desses, who were belived to possess that gift in 
an eminent degree People flocked from all 
quarters to consult them, and their decisions 
were received as oracles : even the emperors 
themselves, when masters of Gaul, disdained 
not to consult them. The emperor Severus 
setting out on an expedition, which was the 
last of his life, a Druidess came up to him and 
said, ** My Lord, do not hope for vaStory , be 
on your guard against your own soldiers ” ac- 
cordingly that prince was assassinated in the 
same campaign. Aurelian consulting some of 
the Gaulish Druidesses, whether the empire 
should remain in his family? They answered. 
That no name should be more glorious in the 
empire than that of the descendants of Clau- 
dius; and indeed, that of Aurelian did not 
subsist long. Dioclesianj|\i’hen he was but an 
ofiicer of the Gauls, amusing himself one day 
in casting up his accounts, his hostess, who 
was a Druidess, thus addressed him * " Sir, 
you are tod covetous.” ** Well,” replied DIo- 
clesian, ** I shall be liberal when I come to be 
emperor ” ** You shall be so,” answered the 
hostess hastily, ** when you have slam a boar.” 
cum aprum occideris. Dioclesian, struck with 
this answer, applied himself to the killing of 


those animab, without arriving, however; at 
the empire ; but, at last, bethinking himself 
that the Latin word aper, which signifies a boar, 
might refer to Aper, the father-in-law of Nu. 
merian, he put him to death, and so became 
emperor. Some traces of the Druidical reli- 
gion remained in Gaul and Germany till the 
time of the emperor Constantine the Great, but 
in that part of Britain, called England, it was 
totally suppressed, in consequence of the fol. 
lowing incident • In or about the year 68, the 
Romans having cruelly oppressed the Britons, 
who were at that time subje6t to them by 
conquest, the latter resorted to arms, and mas- 
sacred many of their invaders. Notice of this 
being dispatched to Rome, Suetonius, a gallant 
commander, was ordered to Britain, to subdue 
the insurgents; and the whole body of the 
Druids, calling in the aid of superstition, re- 
tired to the island of Mona, since called Angle- 
sey, in North Wales. To that island the Ro- 
man general pursued them, and such were 
the hopes the Druids entertained of success, 
that when the Romans made their appearance, 
they lighted up fires in their groves in order 
to consume them. The Romans, however, 
put most of the Britons to the sword, and 
taking the Druids prisoners, burnt them alive 
on their altars, and cut down their consecra- 
ted groves. From that time v e have but few 
accounts of the Druids in the southern parts 
of Britain, although there is the strongest rea- 
son to believe, that both in the western parts, 
and likewise m Ireland, their religion conti- 
nued much longer It is said, though we 
know not upon what authority, that there 
>vere Druids and Druidesses in the country 
ot Chartres in France, till the middle of the 
fifth century Some of their priests were ex- 
tremely ingenious, and made amulets or rings 
of glass, variegated in the most curious man- 
ner, of which many are still to be seen * they 
were worn as we wear rings, on the finger, and 
having been consecrated by one of the Druids, 
they were considered as charms, or preserva- 
tives against witchcraft, and the machinations 
of evil spirits. From what remains of these 
amulets or rings, they seem to have been ex- 
tremely beautiful, composed of blue, red, and 
green, intermixed with white spots, of which 
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contained something emblematical^ either of 
the life of the 'persons who wore them, or of 
the state they were supposed to enter at death 
The funeral rites, according to the Druidical 
religion, had something in them both majestic 
and decent the warlike instruments used by 
the men were buried along with them; and 
along with the women were interred such 
things as they regarded amongst the objefls of 
worship. Merula gives an account of six stone 
figures of the ancient Druids, which he saw in 
a church-yard in the neighbourhood of Voit- 
land. " They were fixed,” says he, m the 
wall of the church ; each was seven feet high , 
their feet naked, and their heads bare; they 
had on them a kind of Grecian robe; their 
beards hung down to their middle ; they held 
in one hand a book, and in the other a Dioge- 
nes’ staff, their aspedl was severe and stern, and 
their eyes fixed on the ground.” The fore- 

going particulars relative to the Druids have 
been extra<5fed from a variety of authorities 
ancient and modern, some of them, indeed, it 
must be acknowledged, rather contradiftory ; 
but such IS the complexion of those anecdotes, 
which concern a body of men, once so famous, 
once so powerful. A recent publication has 
thrown additional light on this subject , it is 
entitled, Gahc Antiquities, consisting of a history of 
4be Drmds, particularly of those of Caledonia, &c 
by the Rev John Smith, who has treated this 
subjedl with elegant perspicuity. A few cx- 
trafls from this work are subjoined 
Of the Druids, icusidered as priests, then faith and 

worship -It has already been observed, tliat 

the religion of the Druids was derived from 
Noah. That the patriarchal religion remained 
in Its pristine purity among the Druids for se- 
veral ages, we may easily believe the first cor- 
'ruptions which crept into it any where, were 
piol/ubiy, sometime after the reign of Saturn, 
Jupiter, Mercury, or Teutat, who were kings 
of the Celts much about the time of Terah, Abra- 
ham, and Isaac. The hymns or songs which, 
according to the Celtic manner, celebrated the 
exploits of those princes after their death, might 
lead the vulgar by degrees to pay them reli- 
gious worship and adoration. It was also the 
custom of the Celts, as we find from the poems 
cS Ossian, not only to rehearse these poems at 


their public meetings, but even to repeat them 
at times, over the tombs of the deceased.-— 
From this to superstition the transition is 
short and easy* accordingly Jupiter was wor- 
shipped in Crete, whilst at Gnossus they could 
point out his tomb What greatly helped to 
introduce this corruption into the Celtic reli« 
gion in those parts is, that Cres, the son of 
that Jupiter, was at the head of the Curetes or 
Druids in that country, at the time, and be- 
came, after his father’s death, both priest and 
king. Instead, therefore, of checking those 
extravagancies, he had every motive which his 
interest or vanity could suggest to help them 
on every mark of honour conferred upon the 
father would naturally procure respeft to the 
son. Perhaps a stately monument, which had 
been raised over Jupiter’s tomb, first induced 
the Druids in those parts to adopt temples ; and 
if we only suppose the image of the dead set 
up in this monument, the flood-gates were 
widely opened to that idolatry and polytheism 
which had infected most other nations before it 
seized the family of japhet, on whom his father 
had entailed a peculiar blessing. We aienot, 
however, to suppose, that countries so remote 
from Crete, and so little interested in the prin- 
ces who reigned there, as Britain and Gaul were, 
would be so ready to pay divine honours to 
those distant and unknown heroes. Mankind 
in general, are too tenacious of their religion to 
admit easily of such innovations, at least, till 
tliey are once well hackneyed in them. The 
Druids, of those paits especially, were too 
jealous of their religious rites to suffer easily 
such encroachments at any rate, had they 
been disposed to deify any inoital being, they 
could have found nearer home heroes to whom 
they had been more obliged, or whom it was 
more their interest to flatter We may, there- 
fore, on very good grounds affirm, with seve- 
ral learned antiquaries, that the Gaulish and 
British Druids did not give into idolatry and 
polytheism till the Romans, after their con- 
quests, had constrained tliem to it. Ancient 
authors, indeed, take no notice of this circum- 
stance they rather speak of the Druids of even 
these countries as worshipping a multiplicity 
of deities prior to the introduction of their 
gods. At this we cannot be surprised, as it 
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was natural for persons who saw their own 
counUy swarm with divinities, to think they 
must be equally numerous in other nations It 
were easy to shew further, that they were often 
misled not more by this prejudice, than by ap- 
pearances. Whenever they saw any ceremony 
that resembled any religious rite which they 
were acquainted with at home, they readily 
concluded, that here it had the same object, 
and the same meaning . thus, if hymns were 
sung by the bards over a hero’s tomb, they 
would infer it was in honour of some god, 
whose name they would gather from some 
other circumstance or if a person was stiuck 
with awe on hearing the tamanicb or thunder, 
and thereby led to put up an ejaculation to 
the deity, the taranis itself would be construed 
to be the object of their worship Among the 
Greeks there were many heaps of stones conse- 
crated to Mercury, and among the Latins 
there were numberless rude pillars consecra- 
ted to the same divinity, under the denomina* 
tion of Faunus In Gaul and Britain nothing 
was more frequent than heaps and pillars cx- 
a61Iy similar to those , the first, being monu- 
ments raised over the dead, and the last, signs 
of memorable events, or altars of the Druids 
but a Roman soldier, left to his conjecture, (for 
the first maxim of their icligion forbade the 
natives to instruCl him on this head,) would 
immediately conclude that they were, as in lus 
own country, symbols of Mercury hence, we 
are told, that Mercury was the principal objeCt 
of the Druidical worship. The Romans would 
likewise see other ceremonies, not unlike those 
performed by their countrymen to Apollo, 
from which they would infer that these were 
in honour of the same deity. They saw these 
ceremonies performed on heaps, which the 
natives called earns, and therefore they joined 
the epithet of Cameus to Apollo ( It may be here 
obseived, that Carneus was not a name given 
to Apollo by the Romans, but by the Greeks 
See Carneus, Carmta.) They learned that they 
were performed to a Being, of whom the grtan 
or sun was considered as the symbol , and there- 
fore, they likewise gave to their Apollo the ti- 
tle of Granms, and thought he was certainly the 
same with XheBe'il worshipped by the Druids. 
Thus It was easy, if men judged from resem- 


blances, to find many a Roman divinity in Bri- 
tain, which, in fa£|:, the natives had no*know. 
ledge of till after theif: intercourse with that 
people As a further presumption that poly- 
theism did not prevail in these countries till 
after the mvasion of the Romans, it may be 
observed, that in the Gallic or Celtic language, 
there is no word, no custom, no allusion, 
which gives the least hint of any of these pre- 
tended divinities. The names of the days of 
the week, by having the Latin word dtes pre- 
fixed to them, shew of what extract they are, 
and how late they have been imported. That 
there is no hint of the names of any of these di- 
vinities in the Galic language is the more re- 
mai kabic, as it abounds with numberless allu- 
sions to the name ofBe'U, who is allowed to have 
been the Supreme, and seems to have been the 
sole object of their worship. The word Bea'uil, 
of which Be'al, or Be'tl, is but the quick pronun- 
ciation or contraction, signifies the life of every 
thing, or the source of all beings This figura- 
tive name, so expressive of the peculiar natuie 
and sovereign property of God, seems to have 
been devised by the Druids, on purpose to 
guaid against polytheism, and every other 
wiong and mean notion of the Deity for this 
reason, the word appears to have been much 
more generally used by them than their simple 
name for the Supreme Being, which was Dia, 
or Dbia, the same with the lab of the Hebrews ; 
and thei efore, in all probability, the common 
name by which he was expressed by both be- 
fore their separation at Shinar Notwithstand- 
ing this clear designation which the Druids 
gave of the One Supreme Being, the Creator 
and Upholder of all things, the idea of such a 
pure spirit was still too refined for the gross 
conceptions of the vulgar ; they wentforward and 
could not find bm, and backward but could not per- 
leive bm some objeCl must therefore be found 
to represent to them this invisible Being • for 
this purpose the Druids fix upon the sun, the 
great reviver of nature, as the properest em- 
blem of him who was the Ife qf every thing ; 
being the most beneficial, as well as the most 
glorious objeA which their eye could meet with : 
and lest the vulgar, who havealways been prone 
to idolatry uid supersUtion, should terminate' 
their worship on the sun itself, instead of that 
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great Being whom it waa meant to shadow forth, 
the Druidt took care that its very name, which 
intimated that it was no more than fire, should 
guard them, as much as powiUe, against that 
error: that it always did so we cannot say ; 
but it is certain that never did any priests take 
so much care as the Druids, to use such divi- 
nity-terms as might convey clear and distinct 
ideas of whatever they were meant to signify. 
Every term in their religion presents to the 
mind, in its very etymology, so clear and strong 
a light as would be rather darkened than ex- 
plained by the longest theological le^ure. To 
this belief of one Supreme Being, for it docs 
not appear that the Druids either acknowledged 
or worshipped any other Deity, we may add 
their belief of an evil or inferior daemon, whose 
constant study was to oppose and counteract 
the designs of the greatest and best Being. In 
all notions, the difficulty which men found in 
accounting for the origin of evil, or the tradi- 
tion of its having been introduced into the world 
by an evil spirit, rendered this belief pretty 
universal. The particular doCirine of the Dru- 
ids with regard to this being we know not, as 
nothing is now to be found of him but the name 
this is still used in the Galic to denote the devil, 
the word Diabbol being only the Latin Diabolits, 
and of a much later date tiian the Atbbtsfer of 
the Druids. The Druids, till their religion had 
been interlarded with that of other nations, bad 
neither images nor temples * they meant by 
this to give the most august idea of the Supreme 
Being, and to guard against every thing that 
admitted a low or linuted notion of his nature 
and perfections. They thought it absurd, says 
Tacitus, to pourtray like a man, or circum- 
scribe within walls, tliat Being who created the 
immensity of the heavens. 

Dbuidxcaz. places cf tt’orjWp.— — The Druidi- 
cal places of worslnp were marked out by a circle 
of stones, called Claeban, (a word literally sig- 
nifying stones ) which BtiU continues to be the 
Galic term for a place of worship These cla- 
chans, or circles, within the consecrated pale 
of which none were admitted but the Druids, 
were generally from twenty feet to twenty yards 
in diameter where the I^uids held thdr lar- 
ger assemblies, or general meetings, they sonie- 
tinoes exceeded this size, and had within the 


outer prerinCt, another lesser circle or square, 
which is supposed to have been the place of the 
Arch-Druid, or president of the assembly.-— 
The Druids aileCted to have the stones which 
formed these circles of a vast size, though the 
intention of them was only to mark the line of 
distinction between them and the profane vul- 
gar. some of these measure from fifteen to 
twenty feet in height, and sometimes more, 
with ten or twelve in circumference. In the 
centre there was a stone of a still larger size 
than the surrounding ones, which served for 
the purpose of an altar . when this could not 
be got of a size to their mind, a large oblong 
flag, supported by pillars, was substituted by 
the Druids in place of it. As they had some- 
times consecrated spots of ground, and even 
whole groves and lakes, which were held so sa- 
cred that the largest treasures which were 
heaped in them could not tempt the laity to 
approach them, so they had likewise altars with- 
out having this pale to proclaim their sanClity. 
The size of these altars, which were called 
cromheaebst or clacb-sleaebda' , was sometimes 
incredible- one in Pembrokeshire is said to 
have been twenty-eight feet high, and about 
twenty in circumference • another on the con- 
fines of Alsace measured about thirty -six feet 
in circumference, twelve and a half in breadth, 
and more than four in thickness, being reared 
on a parcel of other stones, three or foui feet 
above the earth’s surface and the dimensions 
of a third in Poitiers exceeded both these put 
together, being ninety -seven feet in circum- 
ference, sixty feet cross the middle, and com- 
puted to be about 750 tons weight. In the 
Highlands and Western isles many of these al- 
tars and obelisks arestillto be met with, some 
of them of a size that must make any one won- 
der how, m those places and times, they got 
such large stones carried and eredfed. The 
Druids had generally those circles and altars, 
at which they performed their religious cere- 
monies, situated near the deep murmur of 
some stream, within the gloom of groves, or 
under the shade of some venerable oak. 

Of the Druidical festmals.—~—-Of the festivals 
of the Druids, the Be'tl-im and Sainb’fnwcie 
the principal . the first was held in the begin- 
ning of May, and is still the Galic name for 
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Whitsunday. Onthisoccasionjasthe Be'il-tin, 
or fire of Be’tl,. implies great rejoicings were 
made, and a large bonfire kindled, to congra- 
tulate the return of that benificent luminary 
which was considered as the emblem of the Su- 
preme Being. The other of these solemnities 
was held upon Hallow-eve, which, in Galic, 
still retains the name of Samb’-m • the word sig- 
nifies the^rrpfpfflw, or the time of kindling the 
fire for maintaining the peace. It was at this 
season that the Druids annually met in the most 
centrical places of every country, to adjust 
every dispute, and decide every controversy 
On that occasion all the fire in the country was 
extinguished on the preceding evening, in or- 
der to be supplied the next day by a portion 
of the holy fire, which was kindled and conse- 
crated by the Druids. Of this no person who 
bad infringed the peace, or was become ob- 
noxious by any breach of law, or any failure in 
duty, was to have any share, till he had first 
made all the reparation and submission which 
the Druids required of him. Whoever did not, 
with the most implicit obedience, agree to this, 
had the sentence of excommunication, moi e 
dreaded than death, immediately denounced 
against him None was allowed to give him 
house or fire, or shew him the least office of 
humanity, under the penalty of incurring the 
same sentence ; so that he and his family, if he 
had one, had before them a truly melancholy 
prospe£t in a cold country, upon the approach 
of winter* nothing but that eternal cold, to 
which this was considered as the sure prelude, 
could appear so terrible. The address of the 
Druids, in fixing their assizes to this season, 
when every man’s feeling prompted him to sub- 
mission, and their contrivance of an institution 
which not only gave them absolute power over 
the people, but also secured the public peace 
better than all the sandlions of modem laws, 
are very remarkable. In many parts of Scot- 
land these Hallow-eve fires continue still to be 
kindled ; and in some places, should any fa- 
mily, through negligence, allow their fire to go 
out on that night, or on Whitsuntide, they may 
find a difficulty in getting a supply from their 
neighbours the next morning. So hard it is 
to eradicate the remains of superstition, how- 
ever ridiculous or absurd its tenets. 


Cf the DaumiCAn sacr^t , < W e next en-^ 

quire what kind of sacrifices were offered on 
these occasions by the Druids. Many have 
charged them with ceremonies which, if true, 
they had good reason to perform in the darkest 
shades, and to conceal industriously from the 
public view. If the Druids: ever offered human 
sacrifices, it is no more than most other ancient 
nations, and even the Greeks and Romans, are 
known to have been guilty of. From the ge- 
neral strain of simplicity and good sense which 
ran through the religion of the Druids, one 
would be tempted to think that it was after 
their intercourse with some of these, which was 
the era of every corruption in their religion, 
that they pradlised this horrid rite, if ever they 
did so at all. Some authors have taken great 
pains to exculpate them from this charge, even 
from the testimony of ancient writers. As the 
honour of human nature, and of our country, 
may dispose us to wish, so many presumptions 
may lead us to believe this opinion to be well 
founded. In the mean time we shall only re- 
mark, that the charge in question tallies ill with 
some other particulars recorded of them by the 
same historians. That they, for instance, who 
had such worthy notions of the Supreme Being 
as to think that no image but the sun could 
give a shadow of him, and that no temple but 
that which himself had built was fit to serve 
him in, should, notwithstanding this, think 
to pacify him with the murder of their fellow- 
beings, seems a little incongruous . that philo- 
sophers, so remarkable for their wisdom and 
knowledge as to induce strangers to come to 
them from other countries, and spend twenty 
years under their tuition, should be thus bar- 
barous in their manners is equally improbable : 
that religion should be thus savage among na- 
tions whose morality, they tell us, was so purq 
that it excelled the best laws prescribed in other 
countries, is no less unlikely. A piAure, of 
which the different parts are so dissimilar, was 
certainly intended not to express a true like- 
ness of the original, but to expose and yidicule 
it. From all that can be traced of the saerfieef 
of the Druids in the remains of their customs 
and language in these countries, there is great 
reason to think that so far from being human, 
t^ey were seldom even the aqimal kindt-^ 
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face of nature, tflwaya unruffled and aerene. 
cuatOini^:>mr trnditioiHM that alhidm to animal diffused on eveiy creature happiness, and wore 
sacrifiefea. This ail«tce with regard to these is a perpetual smile of joy ; whilst the inhabitants, 

the more remarkable, as not only the distant strangers to every thing that could give pain, 

allusicma^ but even the pradUce of some of their enjoyed one eternal scene of calm festivity and 

other aaeriftees, have still some eaistenoe in ae- gladness. In short, every disagreeable idea 

veral parts of North Britaia: these cmaiat of a was removed from the Druidkal Fhtb-mms, 

libation of flour, milk, eggs, and some few and no property was Vranting to it which could 

herbs and simples. From this arises a {ne* recommend a paradise Indeed the tradition 

sumption, that in these countries, at least, the concerning the first paradise, which in the ear- 

general cast of the Druidical sacrifices were of liest ages of Druidism would be fresh and well 

tlUs nattir-e; and Uie reas<m, probably, why known, might be the model on whicli they 

the Britons held the hen and the goose aacred, formed it. From the airy halls, and other cir- 

was, that they might always be supplied with cumstances mentioned in the poems of Ossian, 

that part of the materials which, at some sea- the situation of this happy place seems to have 

sons, was most likely to be scarce. What been in some calm upper region, beyond the 

seems to be a kind of proof that these were the reach of every evil which infests this lower 

sacrifices which the Druids generally offered world. This, it must be allowed, was a far 

is, that the very name of sacrifice in Galic is more agreeable site for it than that subterra- 

composed of words which signify the effertng of neous region in which the Greeks and Latins 

tbc cake. When at any time they were of a dif- placed their Elysian Fields However blessed 

ferent kind, the boar, and such other animals those abodes may have been when reached, the 

as were hurtful to mankind, seem to have been descent and entrance to them, as described in 

made choice of. To make it a part of their re- the history of Aeneas and Ulysses, are so full 

ligion to lull these was not unw'orthy of the of horror, that the heart cannot, without great 

wisdom of the Druids. relu6tance, be reconciled to them. The Drui- 

Ilff iDiCAL ideas of a future state. Tbeir Flatb- dical Flatb-inms had in it nothing of this for. 

wens, or heaven - The Druids held the im* bidding gloom. The passage to it was short 

mortality of the soul, and a state of future re- and agreeable ; and the soul, if it had no crime 

wards and punishments, in either of which to clogg it, would mount with joy and ease to 

every person was to have that retribution which this its native element. This notion of hea> 

iiis good or bad conduct in life deserved. In ven, as it rendered death, in a good cause, ra> 

ti)is futurity they clothed the soul with a sort ther agreeable than terrible, must have had a 

of airy vehicle, or lighter body, not altogether surprising effeft in inspiring the Celtic tribes 

incapable of pleasure or pain. To these de- with courage in whatever cause their Druids 

parted beings they allowed, in their own pro- held to be lawful ; accordingly that contempt 

vince and element, a considerable power, but of death, an^ intrepidity in war, which so re- 

allowed them little influence over the affairs inarkably distinguished this people, is gene- 

of men. The state of bliss into w hich the souls rally ascribed to this cause, 

of good and brave men were supposed by the ()f tbe Dbuidical future state. Tbeir Jfurin or 

Druids to enter immediately after their death, bell. The hell of the Druids was, in every 

was called Flatb-imiSt which signifies tbe island respefl, the reverse of their Flatb-innis, or hea- 

^ tbe brave or virtuous^ and is still used in ven. It was a dark, dismal region, which no 

the Galic to denote heaven. In this island ray of light, no friendly beam of the sun, ever 

there was an eternal spring, and an immor- visited. It was infested with every animal of 

tid youth : the sun shed always there its kind- the vile, venomous, and luirtful kind : there, 

est influence : gentle breezes fanned it, and serpents stung and hissed, lions roared, and 

atreams of ever-equal currents watered it.—*— wolvesdevoured. The wretches, however, had 

‘The trees were alive with music, and bending not the privilege of dying: Prometheus-like, 

to the ground with flowers and fruit. The they still grew, although they were still con> 

Vol. I. . N n 
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aumed. The most criminal were conined to 
caverns, nr lower dungeons, which were still 
more horrible . in the bottom of these they 
were almost immersed in snakes, whilst the roof 
constantly distilled poison. The least guilty, 
on the other hand, or such as were only nega- 
tively good, and led a life that was, though not 
, vicious, yet in a great measure idle and useless, 
had their residence assigned them in thick, fen- 
ny vapours, somewhat elevated above these 
dismal abodes. The cold too was so intense in 
all these tbriUmg regions of tbtck-ribbed tee, that 
the bodies of the inhabitants, which were sup- 
posed to be of a gross and cloggy nature, on 
account of their guilt, must have been in a 
moment frozen to death, if it was possible for 
death to relieve them It was from this last 
circumstance, which was thought the most ter- 
rible, and the ground-work of all the rest, that 
the place derived its name and chara£ler they 
gave it the name of If arm, that is, ibe isle oftbe 
cold land, or climate. It is remarkable that in 
the Galic language this still continues to be the 
only name for hell, although believed, upon 
the best evidences, to be in its qualities diame- 
trically opposite. The first teachers of Chris- 
tianity in that language adopted, it seems, the 
divinity -terms of the Druids, with which the 
people had already been acquainted, without 
ever scrutinizing their nature : the consequence 
was, that ideas quite opposite to their original 
meaning and etymology came by degrees to be 
affixed to some pf them, as the two religions 
were of a very difterent genius. This, howp 
ever, produces no manner of confusion, as 
even the critic himself seldom or never adverts 
to it. Mr. Smith, the judicious historian of the 
Druids and their leligion, concludes his narra- 
tive with the following, among other pertinent 
remarks. There is, however, one thing in the 
conduA of the Druids which we must both la- 
ment and regret : they made a mystery of every 
thing, and kept all their discoveries wrapt up 
in mists and darkness. This, considering the 
number, and the great application of these phi- 
losophers, must have been an unspeakable loss, 
not only to their contemporaries, but to suc- 
ceeding generations ; yet even this mysterious 
conduct was probably necessary to support the 
^jeoerstion and authority of their order. For 


this crime they<wem to he Jti8tl3r'ptmlsl!idd in 
their charadler tfnd fame' vtlrii posterity* i their 
cimduA herein has not only deprived them of 
the vast honour which their great wisdom and 
learning, if recorded, seemed to promise them, 
but also given room to their enemies to rilege 
of them whatever they pleased, without any 
danger of being contradifted , }f the Druids 
envied the world that vast treatise of knowledge 
which took them so many ages to amass toge- 
ther, the world, to be revenged of the injury, 
has never stept out of its way to search for so 
many of the scattered fragments as might give 
a tolerable notion of their authors. Rather 
than be at this trouble, it takes their character 
on the word of their professed enemies, who, 
unhappily for the Druids, have been their only 
historiographers. From the amazing growth 
of the Druidical system, whose roots extended 
so deep and so far, it is surprising how any 
storm could overturn it, were it not" that the 
seeds of decay are interwoven with all the af- 
fairs of men, which, like themselves, cannot 
possibly survive beyond a certain period. From 
almost the days of Noah, to those of Julius Cae- 
sar, had Druidism subsisted in Gaul and Bri- 
tain ; and even in that advanced age such was 
its strength, that it almost defied the Roman 
power to conquer it. All the legions brought 
against it only wounded without killing. The 
severest edicts were subjoined as a necessary 
aid to their efifeft, and the still keener, though 
smoother weapon, the eredtion of academies 9nd, 
schools. At last, worn out with age and suf- 
ferings, this formidable phantom was forced to 
take shelter in the retired isles of Anglesey and 
Iona, where, though weak, and efihte with years, 
it lived till the gospel, titAt glorious day-sprtng 
fhmi on btgb, visited tbe multitude tbe Gentile 
isles, and banished with its light this spectre of 
darkness. To pave the way for' this seems to 
have been the great end which Providence had 
to serve in these countries by the Roman con- 
quests, although it was in their heart only to 
destroy and cut off nations not a few. And it 
is remarkable, that when the Caledonian moun- 
tains opposed the Roman arms with their insur- 
mountable barrier, a civil dissention was made 
to answer their end where they could not pe- 
netrate. The l^ids, by an unseasonablkauiid 
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0V4r<«li«tai«di moMm of tl»ir declining power, 
excKed the pw^e to shako off ft yoke, which 
pressed- the sorer upon them when it should 
have been rather slackened. In this effort for 
liberty they happily succeeded, and became 
disposed to embrace the first dawnings of a new 
and better religion : for this exchange we can 
never be sufficiently thankful. Druidism may 
have been the purest of all Pagan superstitions, 
and perhaps the very wisest of all institutions 
that were meerly human, but our religion is 
divine. Considered in this view, the subject 
which we have been treating is not altogether 
unimportant ; nor is it altogether uninterest- 
ing in any light m which we can view it. The 
imperfeft account which it gives of the philoso- 
phy, religion, and government of a considera- 
ble part of the globe, during so great a portion 
of time, can be a matter of indifference only to 
those who are nothing interested in the history 
of mankind and such persons are not men ; 
they are something more, or, as probably, some- 
thing less. 

DRYADES, OR DRYADS, female deities of an 
inferior rank, who presided over woods; for 
the Heathen theology took care that no part of 
nature should remain uninformed or unpro- 
tedted. The names is derived from ipvt, v, hich 
properly signifies an oaA, but in a less strict 

and more general sense, all kinds of trees 

Their condition was much more happy than 
tliat of the Hamadryades, who were united so 
closely, each to her tree, that they sprung up 
and died with it The Dryads had the liberty 
of walking about and diverting themselves, and 
could survive the destru6fion of the woods of 
which they had the superintendence. If we 
believe Ovid, they danced frequently round 
the oaks, which the impious Erisichthon cut 
down. The Dryades had the liberty of mar- 
rying : and some assert, that Eurydice, wif(^ of 
Orplieus, was a Dryad. The poets frequently 
confound the Dryads, Hamadryads, Naiads, 
See. 

DRY ANTI ADES, a patronymic of Lycurgus, 
king of Thrace. 

DRY AS, son of Hippolochus, and father of Ly- 
curgus, accompanied Eteocles to the Theban 
wai;> ,atid there perished. 

Also,^8on of Mars, who went to the hunting of 

’S'* 


the Calydonian boar :--a Centaur killed at the 

marriage of Pirithous: a son of Lycurgus, 

king of the Edoni. [See Lycii;yitf. 3 — -and a 
son of Aegyptus, murdered by EurydlcO, his 
wife, were of this name. 

DRY AS, daughter of Faunus, was revered as the 
goddess of modesty and bashfulness. Men 
were precluded from lieing. present at the sa- 
crifices offered her. 

DRYMO, a Sea Nymph, daughter of Neptune 
and Doris, and one of the attendants on Cy- 
rene. 

DRYOPE, daughter of Eurytus, and sister of 
lole, a beautiful Nymph beloved by Pan, who, 
in the disguise of a shepherd, became servant 
to her father, in order to gain access to his 
mistress ; but Dryope rejofied his suit. She 
was afterwards ravished by Apollo, and then 
married to Andraemon, to whom she bore Am- 
phissus, whom carrying in her arms to a lake, 
and plucking off a bough of the lotus (into 
which the Nymph Lotes had been transformed 
when she fled from Priapus) to please her child, 
the tree shed blood, and she hci'self grew to the 
trunk of it, as a punishment for having offered 
it violence See Lotes. 

Another of this name was an inhabitant of Lem- 
nos, whose person was assumed by Venus, 
when she persuaded the females of that island 
to destroy the men. See also Tatquitm. 

DRYOPEIA, an anniversary day obseived in 
honour of Dryops, son of Apollo, at Asine, a 
maritime town of Argos, inhabited by the Dry- 
opians. 

DRYOPS, son of Apollo, and progenitor of the 
Dryopians. Of this name also was a Trojan 
chieftain killed by Achilles, in the twentieth 
Iliad ; and a hero in Virgil, slain by Clausus 

DSISOO, a Japanese deity, particularly w'orship- 
ped by mendicants. He is god of their high- 
ways, and protestor of all land travellers The 
poor, on the roads, ask charity of passengers 
in the name of this divinity; whose figure, 
adorned with flowers, is eredfed by the waj * 
side, on a pedestal about six or seven feet high, 
with two shorter stones laid just before it, which 
are hollow, ar^ may be considered as altars — 
Upon these, two lamps areUxed, which the de- 
votees that happen to pass, light up, in honour 
of the deity. But, before they enter upon thh 

N n 2 
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aft of devotion^ or present any oblation to the 
god hirosdf, in compliance with a sdemn in- 
jimftion, fail not to wash their hands ; and, 
that no accommodation may be wanted^ a bason 
kept constantly full of pure water, is placed 
near the idol. The Dsisoo may be aptly enough 
compared to the Mercury of the Greeks and 
Romans. 

DULICHIUM, an island dependant on Ithaca, 
whence Ulysses was surnanied Dultebtus. 

DUSII,Genii whom theGauls worsbip|>ed through 
fear. 

DUUMVIRI. SeeQuindecemviri 

DYASAR. See Dyasarn, 


DYASARBSjii ofc DdfASAftt JIB ArnMiwi'MihBliy, 
supposed tobelM iMae 

DYMAS, the fatiier of Hdenba, and klBg' of 
Thrace. 

DYMANTIS, Hecuba, the daughter of Dyntas, 
and wife of Priam. 

DYMON, one of the fbur gods. Lares. 

DYNDIMA» mother of C|^le,acc(»ding to the 
Phrygians. SceC7yi^/a. 

DYS£R,the name of certain goddesses oftheanci- 
ent Goths: They were supposed to beempioyed 
incbndufting the souls of deceased heroes to the 
palace of the god Woden, where they drank ale 
out of cups n^eoftbeaculls of their tetemies. 
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£A: SttJiM, 

EANES, a person supposed to have killed Patro* 
clu8> and fled to Peleus in Thessaly. 

£ANUS« the name of Janus amongst the ancient 
Latins. 

EARTH, the goddess. See Oracle of Apollo at 
mpin, tbemu. 

EBDOME, a Grecian festival kept on the seventh 
day of every lunar month, in hcmour of Apcfllo, 
to whom aU seventh days were sacred, because 
in one of them he was bom. At this solemnity 
the Athenians sung hymns to Apollo, and car. 
ried in their hands branches of laurel, with 
which they also adorned their dishes. Another 
festival of this name was observed in private 
families upon the seventh day after the birth of 
a child. 

EBLIS. See &trkbrag Dm. 

EBUSUS, a partisan of Tumus, killed by Cho. 
rinaeus. 

ECALESIA. See HecaUsia. 

ECASTOR, an oath invocative of Castor. It was 
a custom for the men never to swear by Castor, 
nor the women by Pollux. 

ECATEA See Hecatea. 

EGATESI A. See Hecatesia. 

ECATOMBIA. HecatonAia. 

ECATOMPHONIA. Sea Hecatompboma. 

ECDUSIA, a Grecian festival, observed by the 
Pkacstians in honour of Latona, upon the fol- 
lowing account. Galatea, daughter of Eury- 
tius, was married to Lamprus, son of Pandim, 
a citizen of Phaestus in Crete, who being of an 
honourable flnnily, but wanting an estate an- 
swerabletohisbirth, and being imable to provide 
competent fortunes for his daughters, com* 
suanded his wife, when pregn^t, to put the 
child, if a female, to death. Galatea soon af- 
ter was delivered of a daughter, but, overcome 
«dth maternal afibftion, resolved to disobey 
her Suaband’s ipjunAion. The better to efihdtl 
her purpose, she called fbe infsnt Leucippus, 
andtoldherhfHihBnditwaaaboy. At length. 


being no longer able to conceal the artifice, she 
repaired to the temple of Latona, and implored 
the goddess, that the sex of the child might 
bt changed. Latona, moved with compassion, 
granted her request, and the girl was thence- 
forth called OvTi«, on account of the transfor- 
mation, and ExAmw, because she had puf^ her 
female attire. 

ECECHIRIA, thewifeof Iphitus. 

ECHECLUS . Of this name were two Trojan 
chiefs; one killed by Patroclus in the sixteenth, 
the other, son of Agenor, by Achilles, in the 
twentieth Iliad. 

ECECHRATES, a Thessalian youth, being at 
Delphi, fell in love with the il^thia, or priest- 
ess of Apollo, who was extremely beautiful, 
and ravished her. To prevent any abuses of 
the like nature in future, the Delphians made 
an express law, that none should be chosen to 
this ofiBce but wonim abpVe*fbfty-one, some 
say fifty, years old. ' ^ . 

ECHEMON, son of Pnam, killed by Diomedes. 

ECHENUS, a venerable counsejlor of Alcinous, 
king of Phaeacla, mehtlpnedjn tfie Odyssey. 

ECHEPHRON, son of Hercules. Both ;Priam 
and Nestor, likewise, hkd sons so named ' 

ECHEPOTUS, a Trojan hferdi kille^l^Antilo- 
chus, was the first who fell in defence of 
Troy. 

ECHETUS, a barbarous tyrant mentioned in the 
Odyssey. 

ECHIDNA, a celebrated monster, the oIRpring 
of Chrysaor and Callirhoe, daughter of Occtinus 
Its upper parts exhibit the appearance of a beau- 
tiful woman, but its lower end in a serpent. — 
She is reputed to have been the mother of 
Cerberus, the Chimera, the Hydra, Typhon, 
flee. Herodotus represents her as the mother 
of three children by Hercules, viz. Agathyrus, 
Gclwaus, and Scytha. Others, however, make 
her a diflbrent person. 

ECHiDNE, a Scythia^ queen, mother of three 
sons by Hercules, who appointed him to be 
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heir that could shoot with his bow^ which only 
Scytha (from whom the country so called ob- 
tained its name) was able to do. 

ECHINADES, five Nymphs so called, who were 
changed into as many islands in the mouth of 
the riyer Achclous, fbr not having invited that 
god to a sacrifice of ten bulls, when they had 
asked all the river gods besides. 

ECHION, son of Mercury and Anteianira, ac- 
companied Jason in his expedition to Colchis, 
together with his brother Aethalides and Ery- 
tus, and was the herald of the Argonauts. 

Another Ecbton, was one of those men which 
sprung from the teeth of the dragon, sown by 
Cadmus. Having, with four others, survived 
the fate of their brethren, and aided Cadmus 
in the building of Thebes, he not only obtain- 
ed from him Agave daughter, but succeed- 
ed him also on the throne. By Agave he was 
the father of Pentheus. 

ECHIONIDES, Pentheus, son of Echion The 
Thebans also were sometimes thus named. See 
Echion. 

ECHIONIUS. SeeEcbtoHtdci. 

ECHIUS, a Grecian chieftain, killed byPolites; 
and a Trojan, by Patroclus. 

ECHM AGORAS, son of Hercules, was exposed to 
wild beasts, together with Philone, his mothei, 
by Alcimedon, her father, he being irritated 
at the conunerce of his daughter with Hercules, 
who, howcv'er.srescued them both. 

ECHO, daughter of the Air and Earth, fell in 
love with Pan, and brought him a daughter 
named Iringe, who gave Medea the philtres 
with which she charmed Jason. She was for- 
merly a Nymph, though, nothing of her but 
her voice now remains ; and even when alive, 
was so far deprived of speech, that she could 
not repeat the last words of those sentences 
wliich she heard. Juno infii<5ted this punish- 
ment upon her for talkativeness ; for when the 
goddess descended to earth to discover the 
amours of Jupiter with the Nymphs, Echo so 
detained her wlt^ the prolixity of her recitals, 
as to afford the offending Nymphs an oppor- 
tunity of escaping. Echo, by chance, having 
met Narcissus on a ramble in the .woods, great- 
ly admired his beauty, and fell passionately in 
love with him. She discovered her mind to 
him, courted him, followed him> and embra- 


ced the proud youth in her arnw ; but he broke 
from her caresses, and hastily fled from her 
sight, whereupon the despised Nymph hid her- 
self in the woods, and janed away with grief, 
BO that every part of her but her voice was 
consumed, and her bones were turned into 
stones. 

ECLIPSES, were regarded by the Heathens as 
presages of evil. 

ETON IDES, priestesses of ^chus, so called 
from a hill in Thrace, where their frantic re. 
vels were celebrated. 

ETONIS. See Edonides. 

EDUCA, EDULIA, EDULICA, oa EDUSA, a 
tutelar deity of infants. From her the child 
received its food. 

EETION, king of Thebes and Cilicia, and father 
of Andromache. 

EGERIA, a Nymph or goddess worshipped by 
the Romans in the forest Aricina, seven miles 
from Rome, according to Livy ; or, according 
to Festus, a little way witiiout the gate Col- 
ima. What Juvenal calls the Vallis Egeriae is 
probably the same with what Ovid calls the 
Arician Vale, Vitruvius the Arician Glove, 
and Statius the Arician Grotto ; not that beau- 
tiful vale under the town of Aricia, but <me 
much nearer to Rome, and probably even 
nearer than the spot which Nardini, and all 
the Roman antiquaries at present agree in 
pointing out as honoured by the grotto of 
Egeria Perhaps that Nymph was originally 
a native of Aricia, and hence her grotto, grove, 
and vale near Rome, might be called Aricinae; 
or she nught be particularly worshipped at 
Aricia, and her statue in the grotto near Romd 
might be consecrated to the Egeria Ariciha. 
However that were, Numa Pompiliu8,the8econd 
king of Rome, pretended to have frequent con- 
versation with Egeria ; and to add the strong- 
er sanction to the laws qnd ordinances which 
he drew up for the government of the Roman 
republic^ be gave out, that they Were didiidxd 
to him by Egeria. Ovid makes har the wife of 
Numa. Women with child saoificed to Ege- 
ria for a safe and easy delivery. We learn 
from Spence, that Egeria was a river-deity; 
for he says, ** Of all the river-gods, there are 
two in particular Whose figures i have sought 
after much, though, ad yet, without any sue- 
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-(Wip otti^ i» 'Curtiuk, the hero %ho devoted 

’ his owtt life to MVe his country ; and the other * 
Egeris, who insjpired Nuiha with the iaws he 
made to regulate so wild and barbarous a peo- 
ple as the Romans originally were. I never 
met with any ' true statue of Egeria ; there is 
indeed the figure of* a person reclined at the 
upper end 'of the grotto, called by her name 
near Rome, but it is sb defaced by time, and 
by the water that gushes out 'all about it, tlTat 
one cannot distinguish' M^hether it was ever 
meant for her, or, indeed, whether it may be 
any water-goddess at all. It may as well have 
been the figure of an old Roman soldier, re- 
presented on the cover of some sarcophagus, 
in the manner that one often sees them , and, 
to say the truth, has more the air of such a fi- 
gure than of a wdter-deity. The statue that is 
generally called Egeria, in a garden belonging 
to the Justinian! family, just by the Porto del 
Popolo, and which Is published as a statue of 
Egeria in Maifei’s collection, has yet less pre- 
tensions than the former, it is a woman, in- 
deed, but then she has two urns, and stands 
quite upright ; whereas river-deities are almost 
always more or less reclined. In this want of 
a figure of Egeria, all one can learn of her is 
what one may conjecture from a description 'of 
her in Ovid. I should imagine from that ac> 
couIPPttf her, that her figure should be reclined, 
and in a melancholy posture, as resting on her 
hand, and weeping extremely, for he repre- 
sents her as lying at the foot of a hill, and la- 
menting the loss of Numa, where Diana, ob- 
servinj^ the greatness of her’ affliction, out of 
compassion, turned her body into a fountain, 
and made her soul the presiding genius over 
it. This description in Ovid agrees very well 
with the place which is now called her Grotto, 
where the old statue I was speaking of lies ; but 
that statite is not at all to be depended upon, 
because the grott has been new ordered several 
times since Ovid’s days.” 

Egeria, a name of Juno, because she promoted, 
as was believed, the facility of child-birth. 

EGESTA, daughter of Hippotas, a noble Tro- 
jan, was sCrit to Sicily by her father, to prevent 
her being exposed to the monster which Nep- 
tune hatl incited to punish Laomedon; the 
river' CrinlSus fieU in love with her, and trans- 


formed himself into a bear to seduce her, as 
we learn from Virgil. Dionysius of Halicar- 
nassus relates the story thus : Laomedon being 
ofiended at a noble Trojan, put him and all his 
sons to death, and sold his daughters to a com- 
pany of merchants, on condition, that they 
would transport them Into foreign countries. 
A young man of rank being in the ship that 
conveyed them, fell in love with one of th»e 
virgins, and having bought her, conducted her 
into the island of Sicily, where he married her, 
and where, some time after, she bore Acestes, 
the celebrated king of Sicily, so renowned.for 
his hospitality to Aeneas On the death of Lao- 
medon, Acestes obtained permission from Priam 
to return to T roy, and there remained till the 
devastation of his country induced him to re- 
turn to Sicily in a ship belonging to Achilles, 
which had been left by that hero aground near 
the rocks. 

EG I ALE, sister of Phaeton, who, to terminate 
her grief, was, as well as her sisters, changed 
into jioplars. She is supposed to have been the 
same with Lampetia 

Another Egiale Was daughter of Adrastus, and 
wife of Diomedes See Aegealia. 

Egiale is also the name which some have given, to 
one of the Graces. 

EGINA, daughter of Aesopus, king of Boeotia 
SeeAegma. 

EGYPTUS, brother of Danaus. SeeAegyptus. 

EIONEUS, one of the Grecian princes at the 
siege of Troy, slain by HeCtor, in the seventh 
Iliad ; also, the name of a Thracian, father to 
Rhoesus. 

EIRENE, OR PEACE, one of the daughters of 
Jupiter and Themis. 

EISETERIA, the day when the magistrates at 
Athens entered on their offices, upon which it 
was customary for them to ofibr a solemn sa- 
crifice, praying for the preservation and pro- 
sperity of the commonwealth, in the temple of 
Jupiter fiiiXwt^, and Minerva BuKoux, i. e. the 
couimllors 

ELAEUS, a surname of Jupiter, from a magnifi- 
cent temple in Elis. 

ELAGABALUS, or ALAGABULUS, an anci- 
ent deity of the inhabitants of Apamea and 
Emessa, in Syria: the Greeks and Romans 
called him Heliogabalus. This deity was the 
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Sun, According to iDio and Herodian, who ex« 
plains the name by the Greek nxi^ ; the same 
idea appears from certain marbles, on'^which 
were inscribed SioL ELAGAsaLus, or Aiagabo- 
LOS ; and from an ancient coin with this inscrip* 
tion, Sacbrdos Solis Dei Elagabali. The 
etymology of the name is variously given , but 
the most probable o{^nion is, that Elagabalus, 
or Alagablus, signifies, in Syriac, Deus Montis ^ 
w God ^ the Mountain i whence the symbol of 
this deity was a large stone or rock rising up 
in the form of a mountain. Festus Avienus 
speaks of the temide of the god Elagabalus. — 
From this deity Antoninus Varius took the 
name of HeliagaluUut, because he had formerly 
been his priest, and he was the first who built 
a temple to Elagabalus at Rome, where he was 
worshipped under the figure of a pyramldical 
stone. 

ELAKATAIA. Set Helakataea. 

ELAPHEBOLIA, a Grecian festival in honour 
of Diana, sumamed Elaphebola, the huntress, 
for which reason a cake, made in tl>e foim of 
a deer, and, upon that account, called 
was oiihred to her. The festival was instituted 
upon the following occasion . The Phocensians 
being reduced to thq last extremity by the Thes- 
salians, yet, disdaining to submit, Daiphantus 
proposed that avast pile of combustible matter 
should be ere^ed, upon which they should 
place their wives, children, and their whole 
substance, and, in case they were defeated, set 
all on fire together* that nothing might come into 
the hands of their enemies : but it being judged 
unreasonable to dispose of the women without 
their consent, they were summoned to the pub- 
lic assembly, where the proposal being made to 
them, with unanimous consent they approved of 
it, applauding Daiphantus, «nd decreeing him 
a crown in reward of so generous and noble an 
expedient The boys are also said to have as- 
sembled, and to have joined in the measure.*— 
Things being in this situation, the Phocensians 
went to meet the foe, whom all attacking with 
fury and resolution, they entirely vanquished. 
In memory of this viilory, the Elaphebolia was 
ins^tuted . a festival observed with more so- 
lemnity, and frequented by a greater number 
of worshippers, than any other in Greece. 

ELAPHIA.EA, a surname of IXana, in Elis. 


llLARA* dar^gfMittf of^tlie^afverO^ 

Thessaly, was thptSlerorTyfli^; lisl* 
ELASUS, a Trojan, Palroelds> 

ELATUS, the father of Ctnt^: also of Poly, 
phemus, the Argonaut; the son of Areas, king 
of Arcadia, who withdrew to Fhoeis ; an ally 
of Priam, killed by Agamemnon ; and one of 
the suitors of Penelope kflled by Eumeus, 

ELECTRA, daughter of Agamemnon and Cly. 
■temnestra, and sister of Orestes, persuaded 
Orestes to revenge his father's death upra Ac- 
gisthus his murderer* which he accordingly 
did. She was given by her brother to Pylades, 
and became the mother of Strophius and Me- 
don. 

Electra, one of the Pleiades, being one of the 
seven daughters of Atlas, by his wife Pleione 

Electra, one of the Oceanides, mother of Dar- 
cTanus, Laodamia, Sarpedon, Argus, Deuca- 
lion, &c. by Jupiter. 

Of this name also was one of the Dauaides ; a sis- 
ter of Cadmus ; and a female attendant on He- 
len. ^ 

ELECTRYON, son of Perseus and Andromeda, 
and king of Argos, was brother to Alcaeus and 
father of Alcmena, &c. Having sent his sons 
in an enterpnze against the Teleboans and lost 
them,.he promised both his daughter and crown 
to whomsoever should revenge their death.— 
Amphitryon accepting the proposal caHlimded 
with success. EIe61ryon, however, ittadver- 
tently fell by his hand. 

ELELEUS, a surname of Bacchus, from the 
word iMAiu, which resounded in the shouts and 
revels of the Bacchanals at the festival of their 
god. 

ELENIA. See Helema. 

ELENOPHORIA, an Athenian festival, so called 
from EAw«i, that is, vessels made of bullrushes, 
with ears of willow, in which certain mysteri- 
ous things were onrried in the solemnity. 

ELEPHANTIS, a princess who bore to Danaus 
two daughters. 

ELEPHENOR, a suitor of Helen. 

BLEU CHI A, daughter of Thajfdua. 

ELEUSINIA, an ancient Grecian festival, ob- 
served in honour of Cercii, by the Celeanaand 
Phliasians eveiy fourth year; by the Pheneatae, 
the Lacedepaonians, parrhasians, and Cretans* 
but more eapecially by the Athenians, ev^y 
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yt$r, & towQ of Attic8»]Xi'^]^ce 

tjW^ted fo jtomo the £mperdr A- 
driim, ail<i never totally abolisW till the rdgn 
of the elder Theodosius. It was of all the Qre. 
elm wlemnities the most celebrated and mys- 
terious, whence it is often called, by way of 
eminence^ the Myiteriest without any 

other note of distinction ; and alb superstitious- 
ly caieful were they in concealing the particu- 
larities of these sacred lit^* that if any person 
divulged them, he was taught to have called 
down on his head some divine judgment; it 
was accounted ominous and unsafe to abide in 
the sabe house or vessel with him ; and he was 
conviCted and put to death as a public ofiender. 
Every thing contained some hidden mystery ; 
Ceres herself, to whom, with her daughter Pro- 
serpine, this solemnity was sacred, was not 
called by her own name, but by the unusual 
title of which seems to be derived from 

gneft or bcaolmss, on account of her sor- 
row for Proserpine, when carried off by Pluto. 
This secresy was strlClly enjoined not only in 
Attica, but all other parts of Greece, where 
this festival was observed ; except in Crete, 
insomuch, that if any person, not lawfully ini- 
tiated, did, even by ignorance or mistake, 

chance to lie present, he was put to death 

The festival is said, by some, to havC been first 
instituted by Ceres herself, when she supplied 
the Athenians with com in a time of grievous 
famine ; othera attribute its origin to king 
Erechtheus , whilst some ascribe the institution 
to Musaeus, father of Eumolpus, or else to £u- 
molpuB himself. Persons of both sexes, and 
of all ages were initiated at this solemnity ; nor 
was it a matter of indifference whether they 
were or not ; theneglefl of initiation was looked 
upon as a crime of an heinous nature, and con- 
stituted a part of the alleged guilt of Socra- 
tes. The initiated were thought to live in a 
state of greater happiness and security than o- 
thers, being under the immediate care and pro- 
tection of the goddess : nor did the benefit of 
initiation extend only to this life ; it conveyed, 
ai they believed greater -degrees of felicity after 
death, and the honout- of the first places in the 
Elysian shades. But as the benefits of initia- 
tiem were grrat, no wonder they were caudous 
what ipersons were admitted to it ; such', thcre- 
m /. 4 


fore, as were conviCked of witchcraft, murder, 
even though unihtentionai, or any other hei- 
nous Crimea, were debarred from these myste- 
ries ; and though, in later ages, all persons, 
BarWians excepted, were received into them, 
yet, in more primitive times, the Athenians 
excluded all strangers, that is, all who were 
not members of their own commonwealth, Her- 
cules, Castor and Pollux, Aesculapius, and a 
few other extraordinary personages excepted 
nor were these admitted to the greater myste- 
ries (for there were greater and lesser) but 
only to the lesser, which were sacred to Pro- 
serpine, and first instituted on the following 
account. Whilst the Athenians were celebra- 
ting the accustomed solemnity, Hercules tra- 
velling that way, desired to be initiated ; but 
it being unlawful for any stranger to enjoy that 
privilege, and yet Hercules, at the same time, 
l^ing a person whose application they could 
liit rejedt, considering the extraordinary ser- 
vices he had rendered them, Eumolpus hit up- 
on an expedient at once to gratify the hero, yet 
not violate the laws. This was by instituting 
another solemnity, called the Lesser Mysteries, 
which were afterwards solemnly observed in the 
month Anthesterion, at Agrae, near the river 
Ilissus, whereas the Greater Mysteries were ce- 
lebrated in the month Boedromion, at Eleusis^ 
an Attic town, whence Ceres was called Eleu- 
sinia. In later times the lesser festival was used 
as a preparative to the greater , for none were 
initiated in the greater, unless first purified by 
the lesser. The nature of their purification 
consisted in keeping themselves chaste and un- 
polIutedfornincdays,aftcr which they came and 
offered sacrifices and prayers, wearing crowns 
and garlands of flowers, hich were called hrfttfx, 
or liMfx i they had also under their feet Atoo-xw- 
i. e. Jupiter's shin, which was the skin of 
a vidlim offered to that 'god. The person who 
assisted them was called 'ySfxynt, from 'XSwf, wa- 
ter, which was used at most purifications, but 
the admitted were named Uufxi, persons initiated. 
About a year after, having sacrificed a sow to 
Ceres, they were admitted to the greater mys- 
teries, the seo-et rites of which, (some tew ex- 
cepted, to which none but priests w'ere con- 
scious) were frankly revealed to them, whence 
they were called inspectors. The manner of im- 
Oo 



882 ELE i?AKTff|:pN. £iE 


tiation was this: the candidates, crow^e<i with 
myrtle, had admittance by night ii;ito a place 
called the mystical temple, which was an raifice 
so capacious, that the most ample theatre scarce* 
ly exceeded it. At their entrance, purifying 
themselves by washing their hands in holy wa* 
ter, they were at the same t^e admonished to 
present themselves with pure minds, without 
which the external cleanness of the body would 
by no means be accepted. The holy mysteries 
were next read to them out of a book called 
lUrfUfM, a derivative from a stone, be- 

cause the book was composed of two stones fitly 
cemented. Then the priest who initiated them, 
called Hkropbantes, proposed certain questions, 
as whether they were fasting, &c. to which they 
returned answers in a set form. This done, 
strange and amazing objedts presented them- 
selves ; sometimes the place they were in seemed 
to shake all over, sometimes it appeared re 
splendent with light, and radiant fire ; 
clouded with horror and darkness ; sometmes 
thunder and lightning, sometimes frightful 
noises and bellow ings, sometimes terrific appa- 
ritions astonished the trembling spedlators.—. 
The being present at these sights was called the 
Imtiatioa. After this they were dismissed in 
these words 0 |Kir«g. The garments in 
which they were initiated were accounted sa- 
cred, and of no less efficecy in averting evils 
than charms and incantations, for which reason 
they were never cast off till all worn to rags, 
nor even then was it usual to throw them away ; 
they were made into swaddling-clothes for their 
t hildren, or consecrated to Ceres and Proser- 
pine. The HlerojidHUites, i. e. reveaUr ^boly 
things, who attended at the initiation, was al- 
ways a citizen of Athens, and held his office, 
during life, (though among the Celeans and 
Phliasians he resigned it every fourth year, 
which was the return of this festival) he was 
obliged to devote himself wholly to divine ser- 
vice, and to live a chaste and single life ; hepce 
It was usual for him to anoint himself with the 
^iuice of hemlock, which, from its extreme cold- 
ness is said in a great measure to extinguish 
natural heat. The Hierophantes had three as- 
sistants, the first of which was called from lus 
office hoAigft, i. e. ioreb-bearer, and to him it 
was permitted to marry ; the second was cidled 


^ i % thW, ministered at 

the altar^md i(hat reason, nlkip^ed 

^ faid to have 

been a type of i^he Crea^r all thingji,,’ 4 *- 
of the Sm, of Metvury, and k> m 
Bw^ qf theAfeon. There were also certain pub- 
lic officers^ whose business it was to take care 
that all things were performed according to 
custom ; i^rst W»xiur, ihe kifig, who was one of 
the Archons, and was obliged, at this solem- 
nity, to offer prayem and sacrifices ; to see that 
no indecency or irregularity was committed ; 
and on the day following the mysteries, to as- 
semble the Senate, and |ake cognizance of nil 
such offepders. There were besides four Evi- 
fuxvrxt, curators, elefled by the people ; one 
of whom was appointed from the sacred family 
of the Eumolpidae, another out of the Ceryces, 
and the remaining two from amongst the other 
citizens ‘ there were also ten persons who as- 
sisted at this and some other solemnities, called 
'UfusMi, because it was their business to i^er 
sacr^ces. This festival was celebrated in the 
month Boedromion, and continued nine days, 
beginning on the 15th, and ending on the 2Sd 
of that month, during which time it was un- 
lawful to arrest any man, or present any peti- 
tion Such as were found guilty of either were 
fined a thousand drachms, or, as some report, 
put to death. It was unlawful for those who 
Were initiated to sit upon the covering of a 
well, or to eat beans, mullets, or weasels ; and 
if any woman rode in a chariot to Eleusis, she 
was, by an edift of Lycurgus, obliged to pay 
MX thousand drachms. The/rrf day wasvcal- 
led Agyrmos, or the day of the assembly, be- 
cause the worshippers then first met together ; 
the ucond was named Mystae, 1. e. to the sea you 
that are mtiated, probably because they were 
commanded to purify themselves by washing 
in the sea: upon the third day they offered sa- 
crifices, which consisted chiefly of on Aexonian 
mpllet, and barley from Rharlum, a field of 
Eleusis, in which that sort of com was first cul- 
tivated : These oblations were called 9 im, and 
held so sacred that the priests themselves were 
not, as usual in other sacrifices, allowed to par- 
take of them : on tAst fourth they made a solemn 
procession, wherein theKaWtsi', or holy bas- 
ket of Ceres, was carried in a consecrated cha- 
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rHjt draivh by docen, ch>wdit of,t>6op1e shoub'ng 
dl baj^ifUts h Ceres ; after th^ Mloived cer< 
tain wdmefh caHerf ^ th^ name 

impirba, carried certain fraskett, iqi wiiich were 
cenbthied carded wool, Mlt, a abrpent, pome- 
granates, ivy boughs, cakes, and poppies • none 
of the prophane durst look upon iHts ciiariot, 
and whoever happened to be at their windows, 
were obliged to v^ilhdraw ; ihej^b was called 
the torcb-day, because in the nlgH following it 
the men and Women ran about the streets all 
night long with torches in their hands, in 
imitation of the search which Ceres, made for 
Prosef pihe : it was^'klso customary to dedicate 
torches to Ceres, and contend who should present 
the largest. The sixth dfay was called lacchos, 
from lacchos, son of Jupiter and Ceres, who ac- 
companied the goddess in her search after Pro- 
serpine, with a torch in his hand, whence it is 
that his statue held a torch : this statue was 
carried from Ceramicus to Eleusis, in solemn 
procession ; the persons who accompanied it 
had their heads crowned with myrtle, as had 
also the statue, and all the way they danced 
and sung, and beat brazen, vessels •' the way by 
which they issued out of the city was called the 
sacred viay, and the resting-place ’ltp» <ru»ii, from 
a Jig-free which grew there^ and was, like all 
other things concerned in this solemnity, ac- 
counted sacred : it was also customary to rest 
upon a bridge on the river Cephissus, and make 
merry with those who crossed it : passing this 
bridge, they reached Eleusis, by the way called 
the mysticai entrance ■ upon the seventh day were 
the Gymnic Games, in which the vigors were 
rewarded with a measure of barley, that grain 
being first raised in Eleusis, and these games 
being originally instituted ill memory of the 
invention of tillage. The eighth day was em- 
ployed in initiating those on whom the ceremo- 
ny had not hitherto been, performed; it was 
called Epidaura, because Aesculapius had ar- 
rived on that day from Epidaiirus, to Be initia- 
ted, and had the lesser mysteries repeated. — 
The ninth, and last day of the festival, was cal- 
led nxqfMxow, i- e. earthen vessels, because it was 
usual to fill two such vessels with wine (some 
say water) one of which bring placed towards 
the east, and the other towards the west, after 
tlie repetition of certain mystical words, they 

s 


were both thrown clown, and tlie wine being 
spilt on the grbuhd, was oflfhrecTas a libation — 
The city Eleusis, where these mysteries were 
celebrated, was sci^^lous of the glory arising 
from them, ihat wne^ reduced to the last ex- 
tremity by the Athenians, it would not sur- 
render hut on condition that the EleusinM 
should not be taken thence, or transferred to 
ahy other city. Tertullian, Theodoret, Arno- 
bius ancl Clemens Alexandrinus, who mention 
the Eleusinia, pretend that the great secret 
which the initiated were forbidden by law to 
divulge, on pain of death, was the reprfisenta- 
tion or figures of the male and female pudenda, 
which were handed about and exposed in tlie 
assemblies of the Eleusinia. 

ELEUTHERIA, a Grecian festival observed at 
Plataea, in honour of Jupiter Eleutherius, or 
the asserter qf liberty, by delegates from almost 
all the cities of Greece : it was instituted upon 
the following account. Mardonius, the Per- 
sian general, being defeated in the territories 
of Plataea, by the Grecians, under the conduct 
of Pausanias the Spartan, the Plataeans erefled 
, an altar and a statue of white marble to Jupi- 
ter Eleutherius, by whose assistance they sup- 
posed the Greeks had asserted the liberties of 
Greece against the forces of the Barbarians ; 
and a general assembly being summoned from 
all parts of Greece, Aristides the Athenian 
• proposed that deputies might be sent every 
fifth year from the cities of Greece to celebrate 
ExisOi^t*, the games of liberty, which was agreed 
to, and great prizes appointed to be contended 
for. The Plataeans also kept another Eleu- 
theria, or anniversary solemnity, m honour 
of those who had valiantly lost their lives in de- 
fence of their country, the manner of which was 
as follows — On the 16th of the month Maemac- 
terion, a procession began about break of da>, 
preceded by a trumpet, sounding a point of 
I war , then fbllowed chariots loaden witli myrrh, 
garlands, and a black bull ; after these came 
young men free-born, no person of servile con- 
dition being permitted to assist in any part of 
this solemnity, because the men to whose me- 
mory it was instituted, died in d^ence of the 
liberties of Greece ; these cari^.||»tions of 
wine, milk, oil, and precious im^mts ; last 
of all came'tHe chief magistrate, who, though 
Oo 2 
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it was unlawful for him at other times to touch 
any thing of iron, or wear garments of co- 

lour but white, was clad in a purple robe, hiv- 
ing a sword in the one hand, and a water-pot! in 
the other: the procession passed through the 
midst of the city to the sepuldhres, where the 
magistrate drew water out of a neighbouring 
spring, and washed and anointed the monu- 
ments j then he sacrificed the bull upon a pile 
of wood, making supplications to Infernal 
Mercury and Jupiter, and invited the souls of 
those valiant heroes who died in defence of 
their country to the entertainment ; next, filling 
a bowl with wine, he said, I drink to tbo memory 
of those who lost their lives for the liberty Greece. 

Another festival of this name was observed 

by the Samians in honour of the God of Love. 
It was also customary for slaves to keep a holy- 
day called by this name, when they obtained 
liberty ; to which custom there is an allusion 
in Plautus, who introduces a slave, named 
Toxilus, rejoicing, that his master was gone 
from home, and promising himself as much 
pleasure as if he had obtained freedom. These 
solemnities, Plutarch tells us, were observed till 
his days. 

ELEUTHERIUS, a Greek word signifying libe- 
rotor or deliverer ; an epithet of Jupiter among 
the Greeks, given him on account of his hav- 
ing gained them the victory over Mardonius, 
general of the Persians, of whose army thirty 
thousand were slain, by which means the Greeks 
were delivered from the apprehension of un- 
dergoing the Persian yoke. The word is de- 
rived from i)Mdsf9»tfree. 

ELEUTHERUS, son of Apollo by Arethusa, 
daughter of Neptune. 

ELEUTHO, a surname, in Pindar, of Juno Lu- 
cina. 

ELiCIUS, a surname of Jupiter, from his con- 
descension, because the prayers of men may 
bring him down from heaven. 

ELION. See Rmmon. 

ELISSA, OR ELISA. See Dido. 

ELIUS. SwAeetes. 

ELLI, OR HELLI. See Oracle tf Jupiter at Do~ 
dona. 

ELLUS. See Oracle of Jupiter at Dodona. 

ELOTTIA, two Grecian festivals, one of 'which 
was celebrated in Cr^ in honour of Europe, 


cajOad Elletks^ wi^l^ Urea ,l»obably a Pls^L 
clan name. At, ^festival the bones <Eu- 
rope were carried in proceaaioq, witH t myrtle 
garland no less thian^twen^ cubits in circum- 
forence. iThe other festival was celebrated by 
the Corinthians, with soli^n games and races, 
in which young noten contended, running with 
lighted torches. It vyas instituted in honour 
of Minerva, avmsmcd Ellotis^ frbma certain 
lake in Marathon, where one of her statues was 
ere6Ied; or, because, by her assistance, Bel- 
lerephon caught the winged horse Pegasus, and 
brought him under command, which some 
take to be the first reason of the celebration 
of this festival others are of opinion, that 
this name was given to the goddess from one 
HellotiSf a Corinthian woman, for the reason 
contained in the following recital : ** The Do- 
rians being assisted by the posterity of Her- 
cules, invaded Peloponnesus, and burned Cd- 
linth ; most of the women secured themselvea 
by early flight, but some few, among whom 
were two sisters, Hellotis and Eurytlone, be- 
to<dc themselves to the temple of Minerva, hop- 
ing the saniftity the ]dace would procure 
them prote6tion • this, however, coming to the 
knowledge of the Dorians, they set fire to the 
temple, from which all who had fled thither 
escaped, excepting Hellotis and Eurytione^ who 
perished in the flames. Upon this ensued a 
dreadful plague, which proved veiy fatal to 
the Dorians ; and the remedy prescribed by 
the goddess was, to appease the ghosts of the 
deceased sistnrs; whereupon, they instituted 
this festival to their memory, and eredled a 
temple to Minerva, sumamed from Hellotis. 

ELOIDES, Nymphs of Bacchus. 

ELORIA, festive games in Sicily, near the river 
Helorua 

ELPENOR, companion of Ulysses, was changed 
by Circe, with those who were ^arith him, into 
swine. Circe, however, at length, rmtoi^ him 
to his pristine form, but falling from a ladder 
he dislocated his neck. 

ELPHENOR, led the Abantians against Troy 

. in forty ships, and was killed by Agenbr in the 
fottith Iliad. 

ELPIS. See Bacchus. 

ELVINA, a surname of Ceres. 

ELYSIUM, on ELYSIAN FIELDS, the happy 
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the just end good^ and the contrast 
of Tarta|rus» the prison of the wicked. It were 
endless to give all the variety of descriptifms 
which this subject has afibrded to ancient and 
modern writers. Let us figure to ourselves 
scenes of enchantment abounding with every 
thing conducive to happiness ; an eternal spring 
of verdure and fiowers, with fountains and 
streams gliding gently along; a sky always 
serene, and fanned with fragrant breezes ; an 
universal harmony, and uninterrupted joy ; a 
perpetual spring, with other suns, and other 
stars. Lucian has given a romantic description 
of these happy fiel(||^ We were conduced, 
says he, to the city of the island of the blessed, 
to assist at^their feasts . at our entrance we were 
ravished to behold a city of gold, encompassed 
by walls of emerald, whilst its pavement was 
inlaid with ebony and ivory. The temples 
were of rubies and diamonds, having large 
altars raised upon one single precious stone, 
on which hecatombs were seen to smoke Its 
seven gates were all of cinnamon, surround* 
ed by a moat of sweet-scented lustra! water 
an hundred yards broad, and as deep as is ne- 
cessary to bathe at one’s ease: The public 
baths are of admirable artifice, which are 
heated by nothing but faggots of cinnamon 
The edifice itself is of crystal, and the basons 
or lavacra large vessels of porcelane filled with 
dew. The blessed are incorporeal and impal- 
pable; yet they eat and drink, and perform 
the other natural functions, they never grow 
old, but enjoy perpetual youth and vigour — 
Of all the seasons they know none but the 
raring, and feel no other wind but the Zephyr. 
The earth is covered with fiowers and fruits 
all the year round, which are gathered every 
month. There are three hundred and sixty- 
five fountains of fresh water, as many of honey, 
and four hundred, but smaller than riie others, 
of sweet unguents, with several rivers of milk 
and of wine. They keep their feasts without the 
city, in the Elysian Fields, under the shade of 
a wood which surrounds it, sitting upon beds 
of flowers, and have thdr refeAions brought 
by the winds. They are at no pains to make 
garlands, for the little biids, which bop round 
them singing, scatter fiowers upon tliem, 
cropfc from the neighbouring meadows.—— 


They never cease singing during the banquet, 
and rehearsing the most pleasing verses. Their 
dances are performed by boys and virgins, and 
their musicians are Eunomu8,Arion, Anacreon, 
and Stesichorus. When they have finished their 
songs, a second choir of musicians appear, 
composed of swans and nightingales, which, 
witli the zephyrs, make up a deliglitful concert. 
But what contributes most to tiie felicity of the 
blessed is, that there are two springs, the one 
of laughter, and the other of joy, of which 
each person drinking before he sits down, is 
filled with hilarity for the rest of the day — 
Authors difier as to the situation of these happy 
fields. Diodorus Siculus, in his description of 
the funerals of the Egyptians, takes notice of 
the pleasant meadows near Memphis, on the 
banks of the Acherusian lake ; here Homer 
places the Elysian Fields. Virgil describes 
them as in Italy ; but then it is under ground 
Hesiod places them in certain islands of the 
ocean : Dionysius, the geographer, assigns foi 
them the islands of the Euxine sea* Plu- 
tarch will have them to be in the moon : but 
the generality of authors make them to be si- 
tuated m the Fortunate Islands, which Tzetzes 
makes to be the British, as mentioned in the 
article Chat on. It is supposed by fiochart and 
others, that the fiible of Elysium is of Phoe- 
nician origin ; and that Alizuth in the Hebrew, 
signifying joy or exultation, adapted by the 
Greeks to their pronunciation, was changed 
to Elysium: hence an opinion has prevailed, 
that the Greeks bad heard of Paradise from the 
Hebrews, who, describing it as a place ol alizutb 
or joy, gave occasion to the mythological fiction. 
If, however, we have recourse to Egyptian al- 
legory, we may probably trace from it the 
fable both of Tartarus and Elysium. Near 
each of the Egyptian towns was a spot appoint- 
ed tor a common receptacle of their dead. That 
at Memphis, as described by Diodorus, lay on 
the other side of the lake Acherusia, (from 
acbarei, after, and isb, man, comes aebariis, or, 
the last state of man , or acberon, that is, tlx Ml- 
mate condition,) to the shore of which the de- 
ceased person was brought, and set before a 
tribunal of judges appointed to investigate his 
condudl ; if he had not paid his debts, his body 
was delivered to his creditors, till his relations 
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reletttd it, by cc41eAing the sums due : if he 
had imA faithfully observed the laws, his body 
remained unburied, or, was probably thrown 
into a kind of sewer called Tartarus, [[from the 
Chaldaic tarab, admonition, reiterated comes 
Tar/arab, or Tartars, that is, an extraordinary 
tvaming.'} The same hkitorian informs us, that 
near Memphis was a leaky vessel, into which 
they incessantly poured Nile water, which cir- 
cumstance gives ground to imagine, that the 
place where unburied bodies were cast out was 
surrounded with emblems of toiture or re- 
morse, such as, a man tied on a wheel always 
in motion ; another, whose heart was the prey 
of a vulture ; and a third, rolling a stone up 
a hill with fruitless toil ; hence the fables of 
ixlon, Prometheus, and Sisyphusf When no 
accuser appeared against the deceased, or the 
accuser was convidted of falsehood, they ceased 
to lament him, and his panegyric was made , 
after wliich he was delivered to a certain severe 
ferryman, who, by order of the judges, and 
never without it, received the body into his 
boat, and transported it across the lake, to a 
plain embellished with groves, brooks, and 
other rural ornaments. This place was called 
Eltzout, ov,tbe babttahonofjoy, at the entrance 
of it was placed the figure of a dog, with three 
hcads,whichthey calledCcr6crwi,(the three heads 
denoted the three funeral cries over the corpse, 
which IS the meaning of the name, from cert, an 
exclamation, and 6er, the grave, or vautt, cornea cer~ 
her, or cerberus, the cries oj the grave, )nnd the ce- 
remony of interment was ended by thricesprink- 
ling sand over the aperture of the vault, and 
thrice bidding the deceased adieu. All these 
wise symbols, addressed as so many instruc- 
tions to the people, became the sources of end- 
less fidlions when transplanted to Greece and 
Home. The Egyptians regarded death as a 
deliverance ; they called it peloutab, alleviation, 
or deliverance. The boat of transportation 
they called beris, or tranquility; and the wa- 
terman, who was impartial in the execution 
of his office, they stiled Charon, which signi- 
fies infiexdnlity, or wrath. SeeHdl. 

EMATHION, son of Tithonus and Aurora, and 
brother of Memnon. This prince was cruel 
and inhospitable to strangers, for which reason 
H«r^ules, whea he passed into Arabia, struck 


^ hfs head ^ '<«* " «* A kero ateO'in tiie nliVtkr Ae- 
neid, killed by Ligor, was ofJthis name. 

EMBARUS, a native of the islwid I^raeum, of- 
fered his daughter In sacrifice, to appease the 
wrath of the gods, who had sent a famine a- 
mong the inhabitants of that island. 

EMOLUS, one of the AnaAes. See Aw0es. 

EMON, kaidng conceived a criminal passion for 
his own daughter, was punished, by being 
changed to a mountain 

EMPANDA, the goddess who presided ovei 
towns and villages 

EMPLOKIA, a festival, at which the Athenians 
appeared with their halRin tresses. 

EMI^LAEUS, a surname of Mercury, as the 
I»'ote6tor of merchants and tavera-keepers. 

EMPkJSA, a kind of hobgoblin, tmder thedi. 
redlion of Hecate, who sent it on messages of 
terror. This phantom is said to have been a 
female, with but one foot, though capable ol 
assuming any form that was hideous. 

EMPUSAE. SeeGraeae, Lamiae. 

EMULATION, one of the children of Nox and 
Erebus. 

ENARETE, daughter of Deimachus, and wife 
of Aeolus 

ENARSPHORUS, son of Hippocoon, who is said 
to have attempted the carrying off Helen when 
a child. 

ENCELADUS, one of the rebel giants, whose 
head Minerva cut off. Some say he was struck 
down by Jupiter’s thunder, and mount Aetna 
thrown upon him ; that he breathes from it 
flames, and that when he shifts from side to 
side he causeth earth -quakes. He was in size 
amongst the highest of the conspirators, and 
was supposed to be the son of Titan and 
Terra. 

There was also of this name one of the fifty sons 
of Aegyptus, whom Amyxnone, hfs wife, ote 
of the Danaides, killed on * the nfg^t of thfcir 
marriage. 

ENDAIMONIA. See Macaira. 

ENDEIS, the daughter of Chiron, wifeof AekeUs, 
and mother of Telamon and Peleus, 

ENDENDROS, a surname of Jupiter. 

ENDORA, one of the seven daughters of Atlas 
by his wife Aethra, who were known by the 
common appellation of the'Hyades. 

ENDOVELLICUS, a deity anciently worsh^;^)^ 
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111 Gruter givep twelve or more ia> 

scriptione* found in Spain at a place called 
VilleantMs^t all relating to this god. Antiqua* 
ricb have in vain endeavoured to discover who 
Endovellicus was^ some taking him for the 
Mars, and others for the Cupid of the Spa- 
niards. All that can be decided is, that the 
worship of this deity was very prevalent, as the 
number of inscriptions evince. 

ENDYMION, son of Aethlias and Calyce, and 
grandson of Jupiter, who took him up into hea- 
ven, where he had the insolence to solicit Juno, 
iorwhich he was cast intoa profound sleep. Luna 
seeing him naked, a&|elay on Mount Latmos, 
was so stricken with hjis beauty, that she de- 
scended froni the skies to enjoy him ; and is 
said to have born him in a cave of the mountain 
no less than fifty daughters, and, Aetolus, a 
son i after which Endymion was restored to the 
heavens. According to some mythologiststhis 
fable had its origin from the Neomenia, or feast 
in which the Egyptians celebrated the ancient 
state of mankind , for which purpose, it is said, 
tlicy chose a retired grotto, wherein they placed 
an Isis with her crescent, and by her side an 
Horus, asleep, to denote the repose and securi- 
ty mankind then enjoyed. This figure they 
called Endymmii or the grotto of the representa- 
turn. Others affirm that Endymion was the 
12th king of Elis, Who being expelled his 
kingdom, retired to Mount Latmos, in Curia, 
where applying himself to the study of the hea- 
vtmly bodies, but chiefly the moon, it was 
feigned that he was beloved by Luna, who vi- 
sited him every night, as he lay asleep on the 
top of that mountain. 

ENELIAXIS, a Grecian festival in honour of 
Enyalius, whom some affirm to have been the 
same with Mars, others only one of his mini- 
sters. 

ENENTHIUS,ENANTHIUS,orEVENTHUS, 
a god of the Phoenicians. 

ENGASTRIMUTHI, the Pythians, or priest, 
esses of Apollo, who delivered oracles from 
within, without any aiflion of the mouth or 
lips. Ancient authors are divided m opinion 
upon tlie subjedi of the Engastrimuthi : Hip- 
pocjrates mentions it as a disease ; others will 
have it a kmd of divination ; others attribute 
it to the operation or possession of an evil spi- 


rit ; and others to art and mechanism. A learn- 
ed writer maintains that the Engastrimuthi of 
the ancients were poets who, when the priests 
could not speak, supplied the defedt by ex- 
plaining hi verse what Apollo didtated in the 
cavity of the bason on the sacred tripod. St. 
Chtysostmn andOecumenius make express men- 
tion of a sort of divine men, called by the Greeks 
Engastrimandn, whose prophetic bellies pro- 
nounced oracles. 

ENIOCHE, the nurse of Medea. 

ENIOPEUS, the charioteer of Hedtor, was killed 
by Diomedes, in the eighth Iliad. 

ENIPEUS. See ipbtmdia. 

ENOLMIS, a designation given to the priestess- 
of Apollo, at Delphi, because she sat on the 
tripod, which was called olmos ■ whence also 
Emolmot became a surname of Apollo. 

ENNEA, a surname of Ceres, from a magnifi- 
cent temple consecrated to her at Enna, in Si- 
cily. 

ENNONIUS Of this name were two Trojan 
chieftains ; one, an augur, killed by Achilles, 
and the other by Ulysses. 

ENNOSIGAEUS, a surname of Neptune. 

ENOPS See Satmus 

ENODIUS, an appellative of Mercury, from the 
custom of ere^ing square stones, surmounted 
with the head of this deity, on whicli diredtions 
were inscribed tb point out the way 

ENOSICTHON, a name of Neptune, denoting 
his power of shaking the eai th, as his name 
Asphaleion did his power in establihing it. Sec 
Aspbaleion. 

ENOTOCOETE, a nation mentioned by Strabo, 
whose ears hung down to their heels 

ENSlFfllR ORION, or Onon tbe sword-bearer, an 
epithet taken from the three stars in that con- 
stellation, which form, as it were, a sword in 
the hand of the Giant. 

ENTELLUS, a brave Trojan, attached to Ae- 
neas. 

ENTHEA, a surname of Cybele. Entbeus and 
Entbeatus, i. e. full of dmnity, or inspired, were 
terms applied to every place where oracles were 
delivered and to every person who delivered 
them. 

ENVY : “^hat Envy was a goddess appears by 
the conkssion of Minerva, who owned her as- 
sistance In infediing Aglauros with her poison. 
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Ovid inetltkHw her cell, and dcBCiibes Envy 
. hendf at pale and meagre, looking askance, 
and ivitfa a tcoul on her brows, which nnsmtles 
ever smoothed, but such as flowed from mis- 
chiefs, plagues, and woes , her teeth deformed 
and i'oul, and beneath her tongue black clots of 
poison. 

ENYALIUS, a name of Mars, from Enyo, I e 
Bellona. Some will have Enyalius to be the 
same with Mars, others one of his ministers 
only. 

ENYO, a daughter of Mars. %tttEnyalms. 

AlStTa daughter of Phorcis. 

EONE, a daughter of Thespius. 

EOS, the Grecian name of Aurora, so called 
from their term for the East. 

EOSTRE, a goddess of the ancient Saxons, from 
whom they called the month of April Eostur 
motiatb, because at that time of the year they 
celebrated her festival ; and hence the Pas- 
chal festival is, to this day, called in English 
Easter. 

EOUS, one of the horses of the Sun. 

Aiso the poetical appellative of Lucifer. 
EPACTHE^, a Grecian festival in honour of Ce- 
res, named from grtef, in me- 

mory of her sorrow when she lost her daughter 
Proserpine. 

EPALTES, a Trojan skin by Fatroclus. 
EPAPHUS, son of Jupiter by Pritogenia, ac- 
cording to some, but agreeable to Ovid and 
others, son of lo, by the same deity. See Pbae- 
ton, Isis. 

EPEUS, of the line of Endymion, brother of 
Peon, and king of Phocis, reigned after his fa- 
ther Panopeus According to Pliny, he was the 
inventor of the battering-ram. He is thought 
also to have built the Trojan horse, and to have 
founded the city Mctapontum. 

EPHIALTES, and his brother Othus, were sons 
of Neptune by Iphimedia, wife of Aloeus the 
Giant, theii* reputed father, from whom they 
weie called Alotdae. See Alotdae, 
EPHIALTUS. See Epbtaltes. 

EPHYDATIA, a Naiad mentioned by Apollo- 
nius, falling in love with Hylas, the kvourite 
of Hercules, watched her opportunity, when 
he stooped for a pitcher of water, to spring 
from the deep, and plunge with him to the 
bottom 


EPHYDRIAT£8^44j^nfiha^8{iiingB lUidi^n- 

tAtns* ^ ^ <i>i> • ' * 

' EPHYRA, daoghfiet of Oeeinuamid Tett^, and 
wife of'Epimetheus. <1 

Also an attendant of Gyrene. ‘ ' 

EPIBATERIUS, a surname of Apollo. 

EPICASTE, the mother of Ttophtmiius. 

Also a name of Jocasta, the mother and wifh of 
Oedipus. 

EPICLIDIA, an Athenian festival in honour of 
Ceres. ‘ ‘ 

EPICLES, a Lycian hero, who assisted Troy 
with Sarpedon, was killed' by Ajax, with the 
fragment of a rock hulled at his head. 

EPICRENA, a festival of Ceres, observed by the 
Laconians 

EPICURIUS, a surname of Apollo. 

EPIDAURIA, a festival celebrated by the Athe- 
nians in honour of Aesculapius. 

EPIDELIUS, a surname of Apollo, from his 
temple at Epideiia, a city of Laconia. 

EPIDEMIA, festivals of Apollo at Delphi and 
Miletus, and of Diana at Argos. These festi- 
vals bore the name of Epidemta, from m and 
as these deities were imagined to be pre- 
sent on those days among the people ; accord- 
ingly on the last day of the Epidemia they 
sung a hymn called to bid them 

adieu, and set them forward on their journey. 
As these deities could not be every where, and 
yet were honoured in a variety of diflhrent 
places, there were times allowed them to pass 
from one place to another to receive the vows 
of their adorers. See Apopemptic. 

EPIDOTAE, deities who superintended the birth 
of children, were highly 'revered by the Lace- 
daemonians, and particularly invoked by those 
who were persecuted by ghosts. 

EPIGEIAE, Nymphs of the Earth, so called. — 
See Nympbs. 

EPIGEUS, son of Agacleus, was kilkd by Hec- 
tor. 

EPIGONI, the descendants of the Grecfan he- 
roes who fell in the first Theban war. See‘0- 
racle qf Apollo at Claros^ 

BPILARIS, daughter of ThesjHus. 

EPILENAEA, tative games to Bacchus, ede- 
brated in the time of vihtagC, in which his W 
taries contended in ireading the grapes, who 
should soonest press out the greatest quantity 
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of moat, and in the mean time sung the praises 
of Bacchus, imploring that the must might be 
sweet and good. 

EPIMELIDES, the founder of G>rone. 

EPIMENIDES, the Cretan, was accounted the ! 
seventh wise man of Greece, by those w ho will 
not admit Periander into the number ; but as 
under the article Seven wise men, we include 
Periander, Epimenides has a right to a place 
here. — Epimenides was reputed a man of great 
piety, beloved by the gods, and one who had 
considerable skill in such matters of religion 
as concerned inspirations* and initiatory mys- 
teries; therefore the ^ men of that age called 
him the son of the nymph Bake, and the new 
Cures, or priest of Cybele. But it is not 
known who this Ny mfdi was : Diogenes Laertius 
says that Epimenides was so beloved by the 
Nymphs, that they gave him a certain drug, 
which he kept in a bullock’s horns, a single 
drop of which preserved him a long time heal- 
thy and vigorous, without any other sort of 
nourishment The city of Athens being much 
distui bed with superstitious fears and strange 
appearances, the priests declared that the sa- 
crifices intimated some execrable crimes and 
pollutions requiring to be expiated on which 
they sent for Epimenides from Crete. Coining 
to Athens, he grew intimately acquainted with 
Solon, whom he privately assisted in many in- 
stances, which made way for the better recep- 
tion of his laws ; for he taught the Athenians to I 
be more fmgal in their religious worahip, and 
more moderate in their mourning, by ordering 
some sacrifices to be joined with their funeral 
solemnities, and abolishing those severe and 
barbarous ceremonies which most of the wo- 
men had formerly practised : but his chief 
service was cleansing and purifying the city by 
certain propitiatory and lustral expiations, and 
building chapels, by which he rendered the 
people more obedient, more just, and more 
peaceable In these propitiatory sacrifices of 
Epimenides, some footsteps may be traced of 
the expiation of the Hebrews, as described 
in Leviticus . for it is said that he chose some 
jskeep which were all white, and others all black ; 
these he led into the Areopagus, and ^here 
letting them loose, commanded those who 
were to follow them, wherever they found them 
Vol, /. 4 


couch, to sacrifice them upon the spot to the 
load deity ; which was done accordingly, and 
in every place where any of them had been sa- 
crificed, an altar was-erefted ; whence it came 
to pass that many altars were found in the se- 
veral burghs of AtUca without any name in- 
scribed, which were so many authentic monu- 
incnts of that ceremony. Among the temples 
and chapels he caused to be ereAed, were those 
to Contumely and Impudence. Epimenides be- 
ing much admired, and offered by the city rich 
gifts and considerable honours, accepted only 
a branch of the sacred olive, and then returned 
into Crete. It is said that Epimenides, while 
a boy, fell asleep in the cave of Jupiter in 
Crete, where he slept fifty-seven years. A- 
waking, however, at last, fVxim, as he suppo- 
sed, a shoit nap, he proceeded to his father’s 
country estate, where perceiving the face of 
things altered, and the lands possessed by a 
new master, he lan with amazement into the 
city. Here endeavouring to enter his father’s 
house, he was with much scruple admitted by 
his younger brother, now grown a grave old 
man, w'ho informed him of all that had passed, 
and how long he had slept Plutarch observes 
that he awoke an old man , but Pliny 
and Laeitius tell us, that he grew old in 
as many days as he is fabled to have slept 
years. 

EPIMETHEUS, son of lapetus the giant who 
revolted against Jupiter, and brother of Pro- 
metheus. Epimetheus married Pandora, though 
warned of the danger of the match, and open- 
ing the fatal box, presented her, by Jupiter, 
the contents thereof soon overspread the world. 
He had by Pandora a daughter named Pyrrha, 
who married Deucalion. At length Jupiter 
metamorphosed Epimetheus into an ape, and 
banished him to the isle of Pithecusa. 
EPIMETHIS, a patronymic of Pyrrha, daugh- 
ter of Epimetheus. 

EPINIKIA, among the Grecians a day of rejoi- 
cing after viftory. 

EPIOCHUS, son of Lycurgus, received divine 
honours in Arcadia. 

EPIONE, wife of Aesculapius. 

Also a surname of Diana. 

EPIRNUTIUS, a surname amongst the Cretans 
of Jupiter. 


PP 
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EISEAPHIAj a Rhodian festival, but of what 
nature is not known. 

EjPlSKRNA, a Spartan festival, the particulars 

. of which are not transmitted. 

J&FISKIRA, a festival at Scira in Attica, in ho- 
nour of Ceres and Proserpine. 

EPI$TOR, a Trojan, killed by Patroclus. 

^IPISTROPHUS, a king of Phocis, who, with 

. SchediuB, led the Phocians in forty ships a- 
gainst Troy. 

Of the same name was an adherent of Priam, who 

with Odius headed the Halizonian bands. 

Both are mentioned in the second Iliad. 

EPITHRIKALIA, a Grecian festival in honour 
of Apollo. 

EPITRAGIA, a name of Venus. Theseus be- 
ing commanded by the oracle of Delphi to make 
Venus his guide, and to invoke her as the com- 
panion and conductress of his voyage to Col- 
chis, whilst sacrificing to her a she-goat by the 
sea-side, it was suddenly changed into a hc- 
goat ; on which account that goddess had the 
name of EpUragea, from tragos, which signi- 
fies a goat. 

EPONA, a beautiful girl, the reputed offspring 
of a man and a mare. 

EPOPEUS Of this name there were several 
One, son of Neptune and Canace, who, having 
gone from Thessaly to Sicyon, carried away 
Antiope, daughter of NyCteus, king of Thebes, 
which occasioned a war that proved fatal both 
to NyCteus and himself. 

Another, son of Aloeus and grandson of Apollo, 
reigned some time at Corinth. 

A third, was one of the sailors, mentioned by O- 
vid as concerned in the attempt upon Bac- 
chus. 

EPULO, noticed by Virgil as killed by Achates. 

EPULAE See Dus Festt. 

EPULO, OR EPULONES, a minister, or minis- 
ters of sacrifice among the Romans. The Pon- 
tiffces, not being able to attend all the sacri- 
iices performed at Rome, from the number of 
deities adored by the Roman people, appointed 
three minbters, whom they called Epulones, 
because they conferred on them the care and 
management of thtEpulae. These, as instituted 
by Numa, were limited to three, but afterwards 
were augmented to seven, and denominated 
septemviri. The four last being supposed to 


have been added by Sylla. Their office was to 
appoint and give notice when the feasts were 
to be held in honour of the gods ; to take care 
that nothing was wanting towards their cele- 
bration ; to collect the gifts of particular per- 
sons, made out of devotion, and to solicit the 
heirs of those who had made any such donation 
by will, to pay it, or else compel them by law. 
Rennet says they had the name Epulones from 
a custom which obtained among the Romans in 
time of public danger, of making a sumptuous 
feast in their temples, to which they did, as it 
were, invite the deities themselves, whose sta- 
tues were introduced on rich beds, with their 
pulvmarta, or pillows, and placed at the most 
honourable part of the table, as the principal 
guests. These entertainments they called £- 
pula, or Ledhitemta, the care of which belong- 
ed to the Epulones. Their number was after- 
wards augmented by Caesar to ten. They wore 
a gown bordered with purple, like the Ponti- 
fices This priesthood is by Pliny the Youn- 
ger put upon an equal footing with that of the 
Augurs, when, upon a vacancy in each order, 
he supplicates his master Trajan to be admitted 
to either. The whole epistle being an instance 
of modesty and address, we here will insert it 
** Pliny to Trajan. — ^Bcing convinced. Sir, of 
what consequence it is to my character to enjoy 
the favour and esteem of so good a prince, I 
beg you would add to the dignity your indul- 
gence has already conferred upon me that of 
Augur or Epulo, in both which orders there is 
now a vacancy , that by the right of priesthood 
1 may publicly pray to the gods, whom I now 
invoke only in my private devotions, for your 
majesty’s health and happiness.” 

EFYTUS, several kings were of this name , as 
also was the father of Feriphus, a herald in the 
Trojan war. 

EQUESTRIS, a title of Fortune The Praetor 
Of Fulvius B'loicus, in Spain, when the last 
battle was fought with the Celtiberi, vowed a 
chapel to Fortuna Equestris, because,' in that 
battle, he commanded the bi idles to be taken 
off the horses, that they might run upon the 
enemy with the greater impetuosity, by which 
expedient he gained the viClory. 

EQUICOLUS, was celebrated by Virgil for his 
conspicuous appearance in arms. 
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EQUlRiA* festivals established at Rome by Ro- 
mulus, in honour of Mars. 

equity, an allegorical divinity, the same with 
Justice. 

ERAPHIOTES, the Quarreller, a surname of 
Bacchus. 

ERASIPPUS, son of Hercules and Lycippe. 

ERATE, a Nymph, daughter of Oceanus and 
Tethys 

ERATO, one of the Muses . she presided over 
elegiac or amorous poetry, and dancing, whence 
she was sometimes called Saltatrix She is re- 
presented as young, and crowned with myrtle 
and roses, having a lyre in her right hand, 
and a bow in her left, with a little winged 
Cupid placed by her, armed with his bow and 
arrows. Spence says, " Erato presided over 
love-sonnets, and all the amorous kind of poe- 
try she H genteely diesscd, and has a pretty 
look, though thoughtful, for she is represented 
either so, or else all lull of gaiety and motion, 
as Ausonius describes her, and as 1 have seen 
her on gems, both which characters, though 
so opposite to one another, suit very well with 
lovers, and consequently with any patroness of 
them.” See The Muses. 

ERATOSTRATUS, an Ephesian, who, to per- 
petuate his name, set file to the temple of Di- 
ana, at Ephesus. This event happening on the 
birth-day of Alexander, it was assigned as a 
reason why the goddess did not prevent the 
mischief, that she was occupied at the labour 
of Olympias, then bringing forth the conqueror 
of Asia. 

ERATREUS, or ELATREUS, one of the court 
of Alcinous, and a competitor in the games of 
the eighth Odyssey 

ERATUS, the son of Hercules and Dynaste 

EREBUS, the third division of the subterraneous 
world. [[See Hell J Erebus is stiled by the 
poetiGcA of Hell, and said to have been born 
of Chaos and Darkness. 

ERECHTHEUS, fifth, or as others say, sixth king 
of Athens, was the son of Pandion, and father, 
by Praxithea, of three sons, Cccrops, Metion, 
Pandorus, and four daughters, Creu8a,Orithya, 
Procris, and Othonia. In a war against Eleusis, 
he IS said to have sacrificed his daughter Chtho- 
nia, supposed the same with Othonia, in obe- 
dience to the oracle, which required that vie- 
s 


tim as the price of his success. Having in a 
conflict killed Eumolpus, the son of Neptune, 
Erechtheus, at the request of that god, was, 
according to the reports of some, stricken 
with thunder by Jupiter ; but others relate, 
that he perished in the sea. He reigned over 
Athens thirty-four years, and flourished about 
1399 years before the Christian era. Divine 
honours were paid him after his death by the 
Athenians, and the introduction of the myste- 
ries of Ceres at Eleusis was ascribed to him — 
He was succeeded on his throne byCecrops, his 
son. 

There is said to have been another Erechtheus, 
father of the Orythia, who was carried off by 
Boreas. 

ERECTHEON, a temple of Neptune in Achaia. 

ERECHTHIDES, the Athenians, so called from 
Erechtheus, their king. 

ERECHTHIS, a patronymic of Procris. 

ERESICHTHON SeeErismon. 

ERETMEUS, one of the court of Alcinous, who 
contended in the games of the eighth Odys- 
sey. 

EREUTHALION, an Arcadian killed by Nes- 
tor, in the war bctuccn the Arcadians and the 
Pylians i 

ERGAMENES, king of Acthiopia Thcpiiests 
ol Jupiter in Mcroe becoming so iar transpoit- 
ed with foolish zeal and superstition, as some- 
times to send oiders by messengers to slay the 
king, and none daring to resist their mandate, 
Ergamencs, hearing of it, slew them all, and 
abolished the pi lesthood itself. 

ERGANE, or the Itwentress, a name of Minerva, 
because to her was ascribed the invention of 
several arts. Besides the ai t of war, Lucian 
attributes to her that of architecture , and the 
arts, also of spinning, of making cloth, tapestry, 
silk and woollen stufls, were assigned to her 
by the ancients. She is said likewise to have 
invented chariots, and the use of trumpets and 
flutes, as well as to have first taught to pl{mt 
and cultivate the olive. 

ERGASTINAE, a seleCt number of virgins em» 
ployed in weaving Minerva’s peplos or robe, 
which was carried in procession at the Athenian 
festival Panathenaea. * 

ERG AT I A, a Laconian festival, celebrated in 
honour of Hercules, being probably instituted 

pp * 
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in memory of hn labours, as labour is by the 
Greeks called Efyw, 

£RGATIS,a name of Minerva, of the same import 
with Ergam, which see. 

ERGINUS, son of Clymenes, and king of Orcho- 
menos, exa<$ted from the Thebans an apnual 
tribute of an hundred oxen, as a muldl for the 
death ol his father, whom a Theban had killed. 
Hercules falling upon the deputies sent to re- 
ceive this fine, first mutilated tliem, and af- 
terwards killed Erginus himself, who, to avenge 
their sufierings, had entered Boeotia with an 
army — Erginus is said to have been father of 
Agamedes and Troplionius, the archite^ of 
Apollo’s temple at Delphi 

ERGINUS, son of Neptune and Astypalaea, at- 
tended by Ei^phemus and Ancaeus, his bro- 
thers, joined Jason in hisColchic expedition. 

ERIBOEA, a surname of Juno. 

ERIBOl'ES, son of Teleon, accompanied the 
Argonauts, and when Oilcus was wounded by 
a monstrous bird, extra^cd its dart-like quill, 
and properly medicated the wound. 

ERICATES, the son ol Lycaon, or a Lycaonian, 
killed by Messapus, in the tenth Aeneid. 

ERICHTHO, a woman of Thessaly, famous for 
her skill in poisons. Also, one of the Furies. 
See Furies. 

ERICHTHONIUS, son of Vulcan. This god 
having forged arms for the deities in their wars 
with the giants, Jupiter, to gratify him, pro- 
mised to grant him any request he desired 
to marry Minerva, which was granted, pro- 
vided he could obtain her consent, who, he 
was told, had vowed perpetual virginity. As 
the goddess came one day to Vulcan, to entreat 
him to make her some armour, he offered her 
violence, and what fell from him upon the 
ground in the struggle, produced Erichtho- 
niua, whose name is derived from two Greek 
words, signifying contention and the earth. Mi- 
nerva at first nursed Erichthonius herself, but 
afterwards gave him to Aglauros, Herse, and 
PandrosuB, daughters of Cecrops, to be edu- 
/;ated ; with a striA caution not to look into the 
cradle or coffer in which he was laid. Aglauros 
and Herse, however, disobeyed the injunction, 
and were punished for their indlMretion with 
frenzy. Erichthonius being born with deform- 
;ed, or, as so^ say, with serpentine legs, was 


,the first inventor of ehairtots, or, at leaM, add- 
ed wheels to a kind of dray, which Trochillus 
had before brought into use. With such effect 
did he employ this new invention in edebrating 
the Panathenaea, or games in honour of Mi- 
nerva, at Athens, (in which he won the prize, 
and of which, according to the tenth epocha 
of the Parian marbles, he was founder,) that 
after his death he was advanced to the constcl- 
lation of the Charioteer or Bootes, as we learn 
from Hyginus. He was the fourth king of 
Athens, and succeeded Amphidlyon about 
1489 years before the Christian era, reigned 
fifty years, and was succeeded by Pandion.— • 
He was a prince renowned for his equity. 

Erichthonius, son of Dardanus, was father of 
Tros, king of Troy, whose sons were Ilus and 
Assaracus. 

ERICUSA, one of the Aeolides. 

ERIDANUS, the deity of theEridaam orPo, one 
of the most considerable rivers of Italy, in 
whose vicinity the Heliades, orsistcis of Phae- 
ton were changed into poplars. [^See Phaeton. J 
Virgil stiles him the King of Rivers. Spence 
observes, that when he was first in Italy, he 
saw a small figure of him in some palace at 
Rome, with the head of a bull, and all the 
other pails human; but adds I did not 
then note down where it was, and 1 could never 
since recover it ; if I could, I would certain- 
ly have had a copy of it, though enlarged and 
made more worthy of the king of all the rivers 
of Italy. I would have raised a mount for him, 
against the middle of which he might have re- 
clined, and held down his urn, from which 
the waters ought to have run down the rough- 
nesses of the mount in large quantities, and 
with a good deal of noise and rapidity. His 
having a head like that of a bull, would have 
distinguished him well enough from all the 
other rivers of Italy, a thing which their poets 
do not attribute to any of them that 1 know of 
except this, and perhaps the Aufidius. The 
reason why the ancient poets and artists gave 
the head of a bull to Eridanus, may be from 
that river’s having its source from mount Veso, 
the highest mountain In that range of the Alps, 
which were anciently called ./ilpes Tmrmae.f^~ 
The statues of Eridanus were no doubt highly 
worshipped and honoured by the Romans in 
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tiie Augustan age, as being then the chief of 
all the rivers in Itdy. 

ERIOONE, daughter of Icarius, who being kil* 
led by some shepherds of Attica, Erigone, at 
the sight of her fkther’s dead body, hung her- 
self for grief. The oracle of Apollo ordered 
solemn sacrifices to be annually offered to the 
manes of Icarius and Erigone, which sacrifices 
were called Mettdes. The Athenians also ce- 
lebrated another solemn festival, with sacrifices, 
in honour of Erigone, called Aiora. Erigone 
was translated to heaven, and made tlie sign 
Virgo. See AUtideSj Atora. 

Another Engotie, daughter of Aegisthus and Cly- 
temnestra, had, by her brother Orestes, Pen- 
thilus, who participated in the regal power 
with Timasenus, the legitimate son of Orestes 
and Hermione. 

ERINN YS, one of the Eimtenides, or I uries — 
This name is of Grecian etymology, and signi- 
fies the fury of the mtnd. ■■ -" It was also a sur- 
name of Ceres, from her amour with Neptune 
in the likeness of a hoi*se. 

ERI PHYLE, daughter of T alaus and Ly sianassa, 
or Lysimache, sister of Adrastus, king of Ar- 
gos, and wife of Amphiaraus, was the occa- 
sion of her husband’s death. Amphiaraus, who 
was a prophet, having a presentiment, that if 
he accompanied the Argives in their expedition 
against Thebes, it would be fatal to him, con. 
cealed himself to evade the danger. Eryphile, 
however, being gained over by Poiynices, 
through the present of a necklace which Venus 
had given to Hermione, discovered where her 
husband was concealed. Amphiaraus, in con- 
sequoice, was compelled to go, and, as he ex- 
peAed, fell, though not before he had injoined 
AJcmeon, his son, to avenge him, by murder- 
ing Eryphile his mother. See Ampbmaus, 
Mcmemt, CtdUrtoe. 

ERIS, the goddess of discord. 

ERISICHTHON, son of Triops, a considerable 
person in Theasaly, who, having cut down a 
grove consecrated to Ceres, was punished by 
the goddess with strinsatiable an appetite, that 
he not only squandered his possessions to ap- 
pease its cravings, but even sold his own 
daughter to procure subsistence. She bring 
beloved by Neptune, is srid to have been en- 
dowed hf him with the faculty of assuming 


whatever form she pleased, in consequence of 
which, she was no sooner disposed of under 
one shape, than she escaped in another, and 
thus contributed to her father’s support. This 
expedient, however, proving unsuccessful, the 
unhappy man is reported to have devoured his 
own flesh, and, at last, to have perished 
through hunger. 

ERIUNIUS, i e. lucrative, a surname of Mer- 
cury. 

ERMENSUL, an idol of the ancient Saxons of 
Westphalia, which had a magnificent temple 
upon the hill Eresberg, now caWeAStadtberg. 
It is generally believed, that this deity was the 
same with Mars, worshipped by that warlike 
people as the protestor of their countiy; whence 
came the name of Marsberg, or Mars’-btll, as 
Stadtberg was formerly called Charlemagne 
htiving conipiered the Saxons, destroyed this 
idol, and consecrated the temple to the service 
of the true God. 

EROCHl A, a Grecian festival mentioned by He- 
sychius. 

EROl’E, wife of Atreus, having yielded to the 
solicitations of Thyestes, had two sons by him, 
whom Atreus killed, and seived up for their 
father to feed on. 

EROS, a name of Cupid. See Cupid. 

EROSANTHEIA, a Peloponnesian festival, in 
which the women met together, and gathered 
flowers Its name is derived fi om Mf, the spi mg, 
and wAtt, a. fltmer, 

EROSTRATUS. See Eratostratus. 

EROTIA, EROTIDIA, an ancient festival df 
the Thespians, in honour of Eros, or Cupid. 
It was celebrated every fifth year with sports 
and games, wherein the musicians and others 
contended. If any quarrels happened among 
the people, it was usual, at this time, to offer 
sacrifices and prayers to the deity of Love, to 
put an end to them, and procure a reconci- 
liation. 

ERSEx or the Dew, daughter of Jupiter and Di- 
ana,^ ' 

ERYALUS, a Trojan chieftain, slain by Patro- 
clus, in the sixteenth Iliad. 

ERYCINA, a name of Venus, from mount Eryx, 
in Sicily, upon which Aeneas built a splendid 
temple to her honour, because she was his 
mother. • 
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ERYMANTHIAN BOAR, the third labour of I the Supreme Being, the tmknown God ; add* 


Hercules. 8tt Hercules. 

ERYMANTHIS, a surname of Callistho, from 
Erymanthus, which she was an inhabj* 
tant. 

ERYMAS. Of this name were two Trojans, 
mentioned by Homer, one of whom was killed 
by Menon of Crile, the other, by Patroclus — 
Also, an adherent of Aeneas, mentioned by 
Virgil, as killed by Turniis. 

ERYMUS, a celebrated huntsman of Cy^icus 

ERYTHEA, daughter of Geryon 

ERYTHIA, according to Apoltodorus, or, 

ERYTHEIS, according to Apollonius, was one 
of the Hesperides. 

ERYTHRAS, son of Hercules. Also, the son 
of Perseus and Andromeda, who, from being 
drowned m the Red Sea, occasioned it to be 
called the Erythraean. 

ERYTHRION, son of Athamas and Themistone 

ERYTUS, one of the Argonauts, son of Mer- 
cury and Antianira, and brother of Echion. — 
StcEibwn. 

ERYS, one of the children born of Nox without 
a father. , 

ERYX, son of Neptune by Venus, being slain 
by Hercules, against whom he contended with 
thecestus, was buried on a mountain, called 
after his name, in Sicily, upon which Aeneas 
built a temple to Venus, and whence she had i 
the name of Erycina. See Otants 

Eryx, son of Butes by Lycaste. See Bates. 

ERYXO, the mother of Battus, who killed the ty- 
itint Learchus. 

ESTIAIA, solemn sacrifices to Vesta, called in 
Greek En«, of which it was unlawful to carry 
away any part, or communicate aught of it to 
any but the worshippers , whence, to sacrifice to 
Vesta, is proverbially used of such as transaff 
any concern privately, and without spe6fators; 
or rather to misers, who will not part with any 
thing they are once possessed of. 

ESUS, OR HESUS, the great divinity of the 
Gauls As the ancients give us but little ac- 
count of this god, the learned have formed 
several conjectures concerning him, and all 
agree, that he was their God of War.—— The 
author of the Gallic History, however, has re- 
presented him under a very difiFerent idea.— 
He takes him to have been among that people 


iug, that they adored him with high venera- 
tion, though they had any figure of him, 
unless he were represented by the oak, the tree 
so peculiarly respeCted by the Druids, and, in 
general, by all the Gauls. It was in woods, 
continues he, and at the foot of oaks, that they 
offered sacrifices, and addressed verses and 
prayers to him. It is, notwithstanding, more 
natural to believe, that the Gauls, a warlike 
nation, worshipped the god of battles, and we 
find none among them but Esus, to whom 
this title can be applied. Besides, their ofifer- 
ing to him human viCfims, in the persons of 
their prisoners of war, as preferable to any 
other, is a proof, that it was to thank and pay 
him homage for the advantages they obtained 
in war. That he was their Mars, or God of 
War, seems evident ; for, when they were on 
the point of giving battle, they vowed to him 
not only all the spoils and horses which they 
should take from the enemy, but also, the cap- 
tives, and nothing was more faithfully per- 
formed than this promise ; for, no sooner was 
the battle over, than they sacrificed all the 
horses, and gatheiing into a heap the arms 
and spoils, immediately consecrated them to 
him So strictly was the last observance per- 
formed, that if any one were conviCted of apply- 
ing to his own use the most inconsiderable part 
of these spoils, he suffered death without mercy. 
As to captives, indeed, their manner of dis- 
charging the vow was not so uniform ; since 
sometimes they contented themselves with of- 
fering him the choice of them, viz. the young 
and handsome, and killed the rest with their 
arrows: upon other occasions, however, they 
sacrificed the whole, without distinction of ago, 
birth, or person. 

ESWARA, the sovereign deity of the Scyviaa, a 
sect of the East India foamins He had a Wife 
named Parvatt. After she was married to Es* 
wara, her father, intending to perform aja- 
gam or sacrifice, invited the Deveti^, such as 
the Sun, Moon, and the rest, but negleCted 
Eswara, his son-in-law, saying, ** He. is not 
worthy of the honour ; he is a fellow that sub- 
sists only upon alms, and has no clothes to put 
on.” Eswara, they pretend, was present; but 
veiled under a shape which preserved him unr 
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known. Parvati incensed at this treatment of 
her husband, leaped into the fire prepared for 
the sacrifice, and was immediately consumed. 
Eswara, exasperated at the accident, broke 
forth in a sweat, of which a drop happening to 
fall on the earth, there sprang from it Virre* 
pudra, who instantly asked his father what 
commands he wished him to perform t Eswara 
bade him break upthejagam; accordingly Vir- 
repudra falling upon the guests, killed some, 
drove others away, kicked the Sun, and beat 
out his teeth, and so thoroughly drubbed the 
Moon, that her face still retains the marks of 
his blows. Eiswara is represented in temples 
under a veiy immodest appearance, expressing 
tlie commerce of the sexes. This representation 
originates from atradition of which the Braniins 
themselves are ashamed, and is as follows It 
happened oneday thataMoniswaracameto visit 
Eswara, in a place where the latter used to ca- 
ress Parvati. Coming at an unseasonable hour, 
and being refused admittance by the porter, he 
broke out into an imprecation that whosoever 
should worship Eswara under the above-men- 
tioned shape, might receive greater advantages 
from it, than if his homage were paid him under 
his proper figure. Though it be owing to this 
circumstance that the scandalous images under 
which Eswara is worshipped in the pagodas, 
owe their original, he is nevertheless represent- 
ed under the figure of a man in that statue of 
him which is carried about in public 

ETEOCLES, king of the Orchomenians, was the 
first that dedicated a temple to the Graces, or 
Charities, who used frequently to come into his 
country to bathe m the fountain Acidalia. See 
Graces. 

ETEOCLES, the elder son of Oedipus, king of 
Thebes, by his own mother locasta, between 
whom and his brother Polynices an agreement 
was made, that after their father’s death they 
should reign yearly by course. Eteocles ac- 
cordingly entered upon the government, but, 
after his year was expired, would not sufi^r his 
brother to succeed , whereupon Polynices, be- 
ing aided by Adrastus and Tydeus, made war 
upon Eteocles, and the brothers meeting in the 
field of battle, each was slam by the other. — 
The enmity subsisted longer than their lives, 
for when their bodies were placed on the same 


funeral pile, to be burnt, the flames refused 
to unite, dividing themselves into two parts, as 
a token of such deadly hatred between them, 
that as their minds, when alive, so their bodies, 
even when dead, could not agree. This anti- 
pathy was transmitted to their posterity, break- 
ing out into many outi’ageous and bloody 
wars. 

ETEONEUS, a sage mentioned in the fourth 
Odyssey. 

ETERLOCEA, a name of Victory m Homer, in- 
timating that she inclines sometimes to one 
side, and sometimes to tlic other 

ETERNITY was deified by the ancients • she is 
variously represented upon medals On one of 
Titus she is figured as .1 woiua’i holding in her 
hands the sun and moon on .1 medal of Faus- 
tina tlie mother. Eternity is piftured as a wo- 
man can y mg m her right-hand a globe, on 
which IS a bud, supposed to be a phoenix, 
wh« h by its lenovation becoming immortal, 

is an apt symbol of an eternal duration 

On a medal of the emjxiror Philip, Eternity 
IS lic'-igned by an elephant, with a boy up- 
on his back, canying arrows ; the elephant 
being leckoncd a symbol of eternity because 
of its longevity Eternity has a covering on 
her head, because we can never find out her 
beginning , her legs are bare, because we see 
only those parts of her that are actually running 
on , and she sits on a globe, with a sceptre in 
her hand, to indicate her sovereignty over all 
things. Spence observes, that Eternity, on a 
medal of Marcus Aurelius, is represented 
carrying up the wife of that good emperor 
to heaven, on which occasion she holds m 
her hand a lighted flambeau. " Eternity,” 
continues this author, " appears just in the 
same manner on a fine relievo which belong- 
ed to the triumphal arch that stood former- 
ly on part of the Qirso at Rome, and which was 
placed in the Capitol when that arch was taken 
down. There is another veiy leinarkable re- 
lievo relating to the same subject, that on the 
base of Marcus Aurelius’ column. In this re- 
lievo there is one thing that is particular, 
though not without example , Eternity is re- 
presented as a male on it it is a very noble fi- 
gure, naked, and with his wings finely ex- 
panded : in his left hand he holds a globe of the 
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heavens^ with a berpent winding itself about it ; 
a very old and very significant emblem of Eter- 
nity, especially when it had its tail brought 
round to its mouth, a thing fiequentin an- 
tiques, whether Roman, Grecian, or Egyptian : 
his eyes are lifted up towardb the heavens, whi- 
ther he 18 carrying Marcus Aurelius and his 
consort, and on each side of them appears an 
eagle as flying towards the East, the common 
symbol of deification among the Romans, at 
the bottom, on the right hand, is the Genius 
of the city of Rome looking upwards, and hold- 
ing up Her hand either as admiring or praying ; 
and on the left is what 1 take to be the Genius 
of Monte Citorio, more reclined, and resting 
his hand against an obelisk, with a round ball 
on the top of it. Thei*e are several other ways 
of representing Eternity,” adds Mr. Spence, 
" used by the old artists, beside those I have 
mentioned * sometimes she has the head of Sol 
in one hand, and of Luna in the other, which 
seems to answer the Scripture expression, jIs 
long as the sun and moon enduretb ; and some- 
times she is sitting on a globe, which may pos- 
sibly allude to the Heathen notions of the eter- 
nity of the world : sometimes she is represented 
by an elephant, or in a chariot drawn by ele- 
phants, as a very long-lived creature some- 
times by a phoenix, as continually renewed and 
reviving after each course of ages : and some- 
times they give her two faces, like Janus, to 
signify that she looks as far backward as for- 
ward: I have seen her too with a veil over her 
face, to shew that she is impenetrable and in- 
scrutable to us , and I question whether she be 
not meant in a gem published by Mafifei, where 
you see a fine naked winged figure, endeavour- 
ing to lift up another which has its feet chained 
to a globe ‘ this may signify that eternity, or 
thoughts of eternity, are the fittest to free the 
soul, and to elevate it above all its low at- 
tachments to the things of this world.” 

ETESIAE, the vernal and autumnal gales of 
Italy. 

ETHALIDES, son of Mercury, being permitted 
by his father to wish for whatever he had a 
mind to, immortality excepted, desired to have 
the faculty of remembering all the transipigra- 
tions of his soul after death. Heraclides Pon- 
ticus, to gain credit to his doctrine of the 


transmigration, pretended that he himself was 
this Ethalides. 

ETHALION, one of the Tyrrhenian sailors 
who, for the attempt upon Bacchus, was 
changed to a dolphin. 

ETHODAIA, daughter of Amjdiion and Niobe, 
fell by the weapons of Diana. 

ETHEMON was killed at the marriage of An- 
dromeda. 

ETIAS, mentioned by Pausanias, as the daugh- 
ter of Aeneas. 

ETYLUS, the father of Theocles. 

EUBAGES, an order of priests or philosofdiem 
among the ancient Celts or Gaub. Chorter 
takes the Eubages to be the same with the 
Druids and Saronidae of Diodorus ; others con- 
tend that the Eubages were those whom Strabo 
calls Ovxltt(, Evates, or Fates ; on which princi- 
ple there is room to conjedlure that the word 
should be written Ouofn;, it being easy to mis- 
take a r for a T. Be this as it will, the Eu- 
bages appear to have been a difierent order 
from the Druids. They spent their time in the 
search and contemplation of the gi eat mysteries 
of nature. See Evates, Druids. 

EUBOEA, daughter of the river Asterion, said 
to be one of the nurses of Juno. 

The mother of Glaucus is said to have been also 
called Euboea. See Glaucus. 

Another Euboea is mentioned by Apollodorus as 
the daughter of Thespius, and mother of O- 
lympuB 

EUBOTE, daughter of Thespius, and mother of 
Euripilus. 

EUBOTES, a son of Hercules. 

EUBULE, an Athenian Virgin, sacrificed with 
her sisters to expiate a famine. 

EUBULEUS, one of the Anadfes. See Anadles. 

EUCHANOR, son of Poly d us, a seer of Corinth, 
who, though cautioned by his father against 
incurring an early death, yet joined the Gre- 
cian army, and fell before Troy, by the hand 
of Paris. 

EUCHENOR, son of Aegyptus by Arabia. 

EUCHIDES, an Athenian, who went on foot to 
Delphi for some sacred fire, and returned the 
same day, performing a Journey of above a 
hundred miles. 

EUCHIUS, a name Bacchus, because that god 
fills his glass to the brim. 
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EUCI^IA, AMnieQ£l!)luia amoti^ virgiiw, ivho, 
/at41iell^ Qiarriage^ .BrPMgiitheist)as]iBi^of fruit, 
tS appease the ghddess'for their r^lmquishing 
thdstate of virgmit}rj ' << ,< * 

EUCLUS, a prophet of Cyprus, ivho predicted 
the birth and reputation of Homer. 

EUCRATE, one of the Nereids. 

EUDORA : Of this name were one of the Ne- 
reids and one of the Atladtides. 

EUDORUS, son of Mercury and Poliinena, ac- 
companied Achilles to the Trojan war. 

EUENUS, son of Mars, but by whom is not 
knowni. 

EUGE FILI, an appellative of Bacchus, because 
having tiansfornjed himself into a lion to de- 
fend his father against the Giants, Jupiter ani- 
mated him by these words, Eog'c, Ftli ' Evobc, 
Baccbe! Well done my son Bacchus 1 

EULIMENE, one of the Nereids. 

EUMAEUS, a herdsman and steward of Ulysses, 
who knew his master after a twenty-years' ab- 
sence, and aided him in expelling the preten- 
ders to Penelope 

EUMEDES, son of Dolon, attended Aeneas to 
■ Italy, and was there killed Turnus. 

EUMELIS, a celebrated Augur. 

EUMELUS, son of Admetus, king of Pherae, 
was not only renowned for the fleetest horses at 
the siege ot Troy, but conspicuous also at the 
games celebrated in honour of Patroclus. 

01 the same name were an attendant on Aeneas — 
a contemporary of Triptolemus, whose daugh- 
ter was killed by a fall from his chariot — and a 
person whose daughter was turned to a bird. 

EUMENIDEIA, a Grecian festival, observed 
once a year by the Athenians, in honour of the 
Eumendies, or Furies, called tifitau Sft»i,venera 
ble goddesses, and by the Sioyonians and others 
^vfumnStt, Jaimrable or ptopttwus, fiom an opi- 
> nion that their true names were unlucky omens 
At this annual festival pregnant ewes, cakes 
made by the most eminent of^ the young men, 
and a libation of honey and wine, were oflbred 
inaacriflee to these infernal goddesses, the wor- 
shippers being decked with flowers. At Athens 
none wereadmitted to these solemnittes butfree- 
born citizens of known. virtue and integrity, 
Ibr such alone could be acceptable to these dei- 
ties, whose peculiar oflice it was to punish all 
Aiiula of widtednsess. 

Vol, 1. 


EUMENIDES, the Furiesso called. SeeFuruk. 

EUMENIUS, sonof0ytiu8, a leader on the part 
of Aeneas, was killed by Camilla. 

EUMOLPE, on^ of thd Nereids. 

EUMOLPIOAE, priests ot Ceres Eleusinia, so 
called trom Eleusu, a town of Attica: they 
tpede the.r name from Eumolpus, created priest 
of Ceres Eleusinia, by Ei echtheus, king of A- 
theus. This priesthood gave him such interest 
and influence, as enabled him to contend with 
his benefactor. The king and priest being kil- 
led in the contest, their children came to a 
treaty, by viitue of which the priesthood was 
to devolve on the descendants of Eumolpus, 
and the crown on those of Ei echtheus. The 
ceremonies belonging to this offlee were called 
mystenes, by way of eminence, the rites being 
kept so vei y private, that but few of them are 
distinctly known. See Eletistnta. 

EUMOLPUS* son of Triptolemus and Driope, 
was priest ot Ceres, at Eleusis in Attica. Quar- 
relling with Ereebtheus, king of Athens, who 
had promoted him to the priesthood, they came 
to a battle, in which both lost their lives. It is 
said that Eumolpus carried the rites of Ceres 
from Eleusis to Athens * but Herodotus reports 
that these rites were brought out of Egypt into 
Greece by one of the daughters of Danaus. 

EUMYLUS led the troops of Glaphyra in ten 
shiiis against Troy. -Homer mentions Alceste 
his mother as descended from Pelias, king of 
Thessaly. 

EUNEUS, son of Jason and Hypsipyle, the daugh- 
ter of Thoas, and queen of the Amazons. 

EUNICE, a Neieid. 

EUNOMIA, daughter of Jimo.oneofthe Horae. 

EUNOMIA, OR GOOD ORDER, daughter of Ju- 
piter and Themis, or Justice. ’ 

EUNOMUS, son of Architeles, was killed by 
Hercules. 

EUNOSTUS, a deity among the Tanagraeans, 
into whose temple it was unlawful for any wo- 
man to enter ; if any misfortune happened to 
any of them, they would diligently enquire,, 
whether any woman had been admitted. 

EUNYMOS, one of the Aeolides. 

EUPALAMON, one of the hunters of the Caly- 
ddhian boar. 

EUPALAMUS, son of Metion, by Alci^pe, 
was father of Metiadusa and Daedalus. 

Qq 
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EUPHEME, mother of Crocus, by Pan# and 
nurse to the Muses. See Muses, 

EUPHEMUS, son of Neptune by Europe, and 
brother of Erginus and Ancaeus, Apollonius 
mentions him as one of the Argonauts, and re- 
presents him as so fleet, that he could run 
over the surface of water without wetting his 
feet 

EUPHEMUS, son of Ceus, led the Ciconians 
against Troy. 

EUPITHES; father of Antinous, the suitor of Pe- 
nelope, conspired against the life of Ulysses, 
and was killed by Laertes. 

EUPHORBUS, a noble Trojan, son of Panthus, 
wounded Patroclus, and was slain by Mene- 
laus, in the seventeenth Iliad. Pythagoras 
said, his soul had been in the body of Euphor- 
bus, at the time of the Trojan war, that he 
might better persuade others to his opinion 
concerning the transmigration or passage of a 
man’s soul from one body into another. 

EUPHRATES, a river-god. Spence describes 
him thus. The Tigris is very well distinguish- 
ed from all the river-gods I have met with, by 
the tiger on which he rests his right arm. The 
Euphrates (if it be the Euphrates, for I am not 
quite certain of it) is marked* out by the palm 
branch which he holds in his hand. They are 
said to spring from the same source. They ap- 
pear together on a medal of Trajan, on which 
the Genius of Mesopotamia is represented 
kneeling at the emperor’s feet, with the Tigris 
on one side of her, and the Euphrates on the 
other : and Ovid speaks of them as carried to- 
gether in triumph.” 

EUPHROSYNE, one of the three Graces or Cha- 
rities, so called from her cheerfulness, because 
we ought to be free and cheerful as well in do- 
ing as receiving a kindness. See Graces. 

EUPHYRUS, one of the sons of Niobe. 

EUPOLEMA. Sec Jetbaltdes. 

EURIBOEA, daughter of Plutus, god of riches. 

EUROPA, daughter of Agenor, king of Phoe- 
nicia, by his wife Telephassa, was of such ex- 
quisite beauty as to inflame the heart of Jupiter 
himself, who, to attradl her notice, assumed 
the exterior of a bull, and associated with the 
cows of Agenor, whilst the princess frequented 
the meads. Pleased with his gentle demeanour, 
she at flrstcaressed him, and at length ascend- 


ed his jback. No sooner, however, was she 
bunted, than tiie god, after gradually ap. 
proaching the shore, >rushfd at once inttf the 
’sea, and swam with Europe to Crete. There, 
on his arrival, having resumed his own person, 
he prevailed over her, and the ofl&pring of their 
intercourse were Minos, Sarpedon, and Rha- 
damanthus. She afterwards m^ied Asterius, 
king of the island, who, having no family by 
her, adopted her sons. She is said to have lived 
above fifteen centuries before the Christian era, 
and to have given name to Europe. 

Another Europa was one of the Oceanidae, and a 
third the wife of Danaus. 

EUROPE, the name of one of the four quarters 
or divisions of the world. I take Europe,” 
says Mr. Spence, ** to have been often meant 
under the figure of Europa on her bull. This 
is a very common subjeA with the old artists, 
and they seem to have been as fond of repeat- 
ing it as Ovid is, in whom we have three or 
four several accounts of this story. There is 
however one thing observable enough from 
some gems, which I think he has not men- 
tioned in any of them, and that is the bull's 
walking over the surface of the water, as if it 
were firm land. If you are not satisfied with 
this mistress of Jupiter for a representative of 
our part of the world, you may see her as she 
was supposed to appear in person in the hea- 
vens in a Greek relievo, preserved by Mont- 
faucon, relating to the deification of Hercules, 
where she seems to attend that great hero, and, 
to prevent all disputes, has her name engraved 
on it.” 

EUROPS, son of Aegialeus, kingofSicyon. 

EUROTAS, son of Lelex, and father of Sparta, 
the wife of Lacedaemon. 

EUROTO, daughter of Danaus by Folyxo. 

EURUCLEIA, a Spartan festival mentioned in an 
old inscription. 

EURUTHIONION, a Grecian festival in honour 
of Ceres. 

EURUS, the Genius of the south-east wind, ac- 
cording to the Grecian division of the compass 
into eight points; but following the Roman divi- 
sion into four, Eur.us was the intelligence that 
presided over all the eastern quarter of the hea- 
vens. ** Eurus, says Spence, according to the 
Roman poets, seems to have his charafter com- 
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IXMKd fh)in the Apeliotes and Eurus of the 
Greeks : by one description of him he should 
have a look that seems delighted, and in another 
he is spoken of as jdayful or wanton. He is 
sometimes described as impetuous, and some- 
times as disordered with the storm he has been 
driving along the sea. Horace gives us a pic- 
ture of the former, and Valerius Flaccusof the 
latter. I should be apt to imagine, ftom some 
expressions in the poets, that he was sometimes 
represented on horseback, or perhaps in a cha- 
riot, whirling through the wr, but there are so 
few remains of the ancient artists relating to 
these airy beings, that we have nodiing from 
them to confirm any such conje6ture." 

EURYADES, a suitor of Penelope, killed by Te- 
lamachus. 

EURYALE : of this name there were several ; 
viz. C^e of the Gorgons, who was exempt from 
mortality ; a daught^ of Minos, and mother 
by Neptune of Orion ; a queen of the Amazons, 
who aided Aeetes ; and a daughter of Proetus, 
king of Argos. 

EURYALUS, a chief of the Peloponnesus, who, 
with Diomedes and Sthenelus, conducted eighty 
ships against Troy. 

A spurious son of Ulysses and Evippe was like- 
wise so called, as were a son of Melas, killed by 
Tydeus ; one of the Argonauts ; and a Trojan 
the son of Opheltes, who accompanied Aeneas, 
and was celebrated for his friendship to Nisus, 
son of Hyrtacus. 

EURYBATES, the herald commissioned by A- 
gamemnon to takeBriseis from Achilles. 

Also one of the Argonauts. 

EURYBI A, a Nymph, mother of Lucifer and the 
Stars. 

Also a daughter of Pontus and Terra, and of 
Thespius. 

EURYBIUS, son of Nereus and Chloris. 

Also the son of Eurytus, king of Argos, fell in 
the war between his subjects and the Athenians. 

EURYCLEA, daughter of Ops of Ithaca, and 
conspicuous for her beauty, was purchased by 
Laertes for twenty oxen, and given to Ulysses 
whose son Telemachus she tenderly nursqd. 

EURYDAMAS, a native of Ctimena, one of the 
Argonauts. 

Abo a son of Aegyptus ; a Trojan skilled in in- 
terpreting dreams, who had two sons dain by 


Diomedes, during thesiegeof Troy ; the sur- 
name of He£ior;. and of one of the suitors of 
Penelope* * 

EURYDAME, wife of LeOtichydes, king of 
Sparta. 

EURYDICE, a princess of Thrace, near Mount 
Rhodope, wife of Orpheus, died on the day of 
her marriage ; for Aristeus, a neighbouring 
prince, being m love with her, and attempting 
to surprize her, in her flight, to avoid his vio- 
lence, she was killed by the bite of a serpent. 
See the sequel of this story under the article Or- 
pheus. 

There were several others of the name of Eury- 
dice ; viz. One of the Danaides, wife of Dryas , 
a daughter of Clymenus, wife of Nestor ; the 
wife of Lycurgus, king of Nemaea, in the Pe- 
leponnesus ; a wife of Aeneas ; a daughter of 
Aflor; a daughter of Amphiaraus, a daughter 
of Adrastus, Ac. 

EURYG ANI A, the wife of Oedipus. 

EURYLEON, called also Ascanius, king of the 
Latins. 

EURYLOCHUS, one of Ulysses’ companions, 
who alone, by not tasting the enchanting cup of 
Circe, escaped being changed to a hog. 

EURYLUS, king of the island of Coos, with his 
sons, was put to death by Hercules, on account 
of their injustice and cruelty. 

EURYMACHUS, son of Poly bus, and one of 
Penelope’s suitors, was killed by Ulysses. 

Also the son of Antenor, and the lover of Hippo- 
damia, were both so called. 

EURYMEDE, wife of Glaueus, king of Ephyra* 

EURYMEDON, the Giant, who is said to have 
had an amour with Juno, prior to her marriage 
with Jupiter, the fruit of which was Prome- 
theus. This afterwards being discovered by 
Jupiter, he hurled down Eurymedon to hell. 

Another JS^rymedm was father of Periboe, the 
mother, by Neptune, of Nausithous ; and a third ^ 
the son of Faunus. 

EURYMENES, son of Neleus and Chloris, 

EURYNOME> one of the Oceanides, and mother 
of the Graces. 

Also a daughter of Apollo, mother of Adrastus, 
king Argos, and of Eriphyle, wife of Am- 
phiarauf. 

Of this name hkewise were a Nymph, wife of 
Orchamus, and mother dS Leucothoe ; the 

Qq 8 
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mother of Aftipos^ by Jupiter ; the.iwifh of 
^Kyourgus^ eon of AJeus ; and one of Penelope’s 
attendants. ^ 

EU||LYNOMIA, a Grecian nftniversary stdemni* 
ty in honour of Eurynome, by some thought 
to be the same with Diana; by others, one of 
the daughters of Oceanus. 

EURYNOMUS, according to Pausanias, wasone 
of the deities of helL 

EURYOPS, the ol^pring of Hercuks and Terp- 
sicrate. 

EURYPYLE, daughter of Thespius. 

EURYPYLUS, sonofTelcphus, was slain in the 
Trojan war by Pyrrhus, to which he went out 
of love to Camandra. Also, a son of Hercules, 
a skillful soothsayer, who reigned in the isle of 
Cos. Likewise, a Grecian chief, who led the 
Ormenian and Asterian troops against Troy in 
forty ships ; a prince of Olenus, who joined 
Hercules against Laomedon ; a son of Mecis- 1 
theus, who distinguished himself in the Epigo ' 
nian war against Thebes ; a son of Temenus, 
king of Messinia, who conspired against thei 
life of his fkther ; a son of Neptune, killed by l 
Hercuks ; a Thessalian, and son of Evemon, , 
who was punished with frenzy for inspe^in^ a 
chest which fell to his share in the plunder of 
Troy : also, one of Penelope’s suitors.' 

EURYSACES, son of the Tdemonian Ajax, by 
Tecraesia, a Phrygian, reigned after the death ' 
of Telamon, his gvandfiitber, at Sdmnls. See ’ 
Temesm. 

EURYSTHENES, son of Aristodemus by Argia, 
enjoyed' the throne of Sparta in conjunction 
with Frocles, his brother. 

EURISTHENIDAE, the posterity of- Eury- 
thenes. < > 

£URYSTHEU$, was the son of Sthenelus, king 
of Mycenae, by his wife Archi^pe. Alcm^a, 
wife of Amphitryon, king of Thebes, being 
pregnant at the same time with Archippe, Ju. 
piter had ordained, that the child first bom 
should have the superiority or command over 
the other ; accordingly, by the intervention of 
Juno, Archippe was delivered at the end of 
seven months of a son called Eurystheus, while 
Alcmena was not ddivered of H^voules till «f- 
ter the usual time ; accordingly, Houles, by 
the will of his-dWhie fathar^ was obliged Ur 

. subinitotodte orders of Eurystheus^ andhioex- 


.trhordmasy tistuss imm.eaRljp and eonstm^ly 
put to thSwthsti ds .narra^ un^ the article 
HtrmUsi EucysthiMM, «^dir<kadi ofHer- 
citles, vras so afraid ctf'theHOraeUdac^ descen- 
dants. of that hero. Who, he imagkuM, would 
resent the severities he had imposed on Her- 
cides, that, by ill usage, he forced than to 
flee to Athens, and then sent, an embassy to 
that city to deliver them up, with! menaces of 
a war in case ot refusal. lokus, the friend of 
Hercules, who was their in the shades, was so 
ccmceraed for his masfor’s posterity, that he 
obtained leave of Plata to return to earth, and 
kill the tyrant, which havmg performed, he 
willing!!^ retujmed to hell.' Some auUiors imy, 
he was killed by Hyllus, one of the sons of' 
Hercules, about 1230 years before the Christian 
era. SeeMacatra. ' < 

EURYTE, a Nymph, and mother of Halirriio- 
thius by Neptune. Also, a daughter of Hip. 
podemas, and wife of Farthaon 

EURYTELE, daughter of Thespius, and mother 
of Leucippus 

EURYTHEMlS, daughter of Cleoboea, and wife 
of Thestius. 

EURYTHION., SeeEurytion. 

£U,RYTION, the Centaur, whose brutality to 
Hippodamia at the marriage of Pi^ithous, gave 
cause to the dispute between the Lapithae and 
the Centaurs, dying the weapotn of.HercuIes 
he betook himself to Pholoe. 

Another Euryiion, the admirer of Mnesimachi^ 
was killed by Hercules ; as was, of the same 
name, a herdsman of Geryon. One of . the Ar* 

f onauts, and a sou ofLycaon, were both called 
lurytion. * 

EURYTIONE, sister of HeUotis. 

EURYTUS, king of Oechalia, promised to give 
his daughter lole in marriage to any one who 
could shoot nearer a mark than himself Her- 
cules agreed to thO proposal, and vanquishing 
Eurytus, claimed the prize, which bdag re^ 
fused him, he slew Eurytus, and carried off his 
daughter. 

Eurytus, one ci the rebel giants, whom Hercules 
dlso killed, by darting «A :Oak at him, or, as 
others relate, Bacchus, by a stroke of his thyr- 
sus. Likewise, the nazneof a.Cmitaur skin 
Tiuneus. ' ' 
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EfW|rVif»i tte Moliofnides. Stt Moiiomies, fore the Trojan war, Fauaus being then king 

ASktr . , of the Aboriginis. This prince, by transfer- 

EUSEPUS A»n PEDASUS, twin sonsof Bnico- ring the use of letters thither, gained the af- 
lion^ fell in the Trojan war. feftions of the Aborigines, who, without con* 

EUSORkJS. Se»Aewta. sidering him os their king, obeyed him as a 

EUTERPE, one of the Muses, is distinguished man of uncommon wisdom. But nothing pro- 

by tibiae or pipes, whence she was called also cured him moie the veneration of that people, 

Tibicina* Some say logic was invented by her than the reputation of his mother, called by the 

. It was,” Says Mr. Spehce, very common Greeks, Themis, by the Latins, Carmenta, and 

with the musicians of old to play on two pipes looked upon as a divinity. Evander, having 

at once, agreeably to the remarks before Te- learned not long before fx*om Carmenta, that 

retice’s plays, and as we often adlually find an hero, a son of Jupiter, was one day to arrive 

t^bonTepr^ented in the remains of the artists. in the country, and that his heroic achieve- 

H.Was over this species of music that Euterpe ments would raise him to divine honours, 

preside, as one learns from the very first ode no sooner heard the name of Hercules, than 

of Horace. I Have also seen her represepted he was determined to be the first wlio should 

with the Fistula, or Calami in her hand. It is do honour to him, even in his life-time, as a 

Under this lower character that Ausonius speaks divinity Thus he erc6lcd an altar to him in 

of her.” haste, and after having imparted to the hero his 

EUTHYMUS. His story is this: When Ulysses mother’s piedutioiu, saciificcd to him, and 

came among the Temessians, they slew one of obtained the consent of the whole nation that 

his companiohs, to appease whose genius, which such a solemnity should be celebrated annually, 

afflicted them with many calamities, they were according to the Grecian rites, which he him- 

forced yearly to oflbr him the most beautiful self carefully taught them; and (or that office 

of their, virgins ; till, at last, Euthymiis, two of the most noble families were set apart, 

• a,yidlOF in. the Olympic games, being admit* those of the Pticians, and the Periarians the 

ted into the temple, fought the Genius, (who former, according to the Roman historians, was 

was of a very Mack complexion, a terrible afterwards entirely destroyed, for offering to 

- shape, and clothed in a wdfs skin,) beat him transfer the performance of the ceremony upon 

out of tlic city, forced him to take refuge in slaves, while that of the Periarians, faithful to 

,.the sea]^ and having releasedthe virgin, she was their engagements, was subsisting in the time of 

bi^Btowed on him in reward of so desperate an Cicero. Evander, for his probity and wisdom, 

entcrprizc. -his being son of a pro}>hetess, and the sup* 

EVADNE, by some said to be mother of Janus, posed son of a deity, had divine worship paid 

by Apollo. This honour is by others, howevei, him after his death. Evander was father 

paid to Creusa, daughter of Erechtheus, king Pallas. See Carmenta. 

of Athens. EVANTES, priestesses of Bacchus, thus called, 

Evasme, daughter of Iphis, from love to her because, in celebrating the Orgia, or solemni* 
husband Capaneus, cast herself, at his funeral, ties of Bacchus, they ran about in a distra^ed 

into the fire, and was consumed with him. manner, crying Evan, Evan > Obe Evan! The 

Evaomb, daughter ctf Strymon and Neaera, was word is formed from Ev«», a title or appellation 

wife of Argus, and bore him four children. of Bacchus. See Bacchus, Baicbanalta. 

EVAN, a name of Bacchus, from the acclama- EVAS, a commander under Aeneas, killed by 
tions of the Bacchae, who were therefore called Mezentius. 

Evantes. EVATES, a branch or division of the ancient 

EVANDER, a famous Arcadian chief, denomi* Celtic philosophers, the Druids. Strabo d!s* 

nated the son of Mercury, on account of his tinguishes the {^ilosophers among the Britons 

idCHjuence, having accidentally killed his father, and Gauls into three sedts, the Bardi, the Eva* 

by advice of his miAher Nicostrata, left Area tes, and the Droids : he adds, that the Bai^di 

die, and came into Italy, about sixty years be* > were poets and musicians ; the Evates, priests 
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and naturalists ; and the Druids, moralists as 
well as naturalists. Marcellinus, Vosstus, and 
Hornius, reduce them all to two seAs, the 
Bardi and Druids. Lastly, Caesar compre- 
hends them all under the name of Druids. — 
The Evates, or Vates of Strabo, might pro- 
bably be what other authors, and particularly 
Marcellinus, cull Eubages ; but M. Bouche 
distinguishes between them* the Evates, he 
says, were such as took care of the sacrifices, 
and otlier ceremonies of religion ; and the Eu- 
bages, those who contemplated the secrets of 
nature. Sec Eubages, Drutds. 

EVEHUS, EVIHUS, EVOUS, names of Bac- 
chus, either because Jupiter, when in the war 
of the Giants he did not see Bacchus, cried 
ovit, Alas, my sott! or, because, when he found 
Bacchus had overcome the Giants, by chang- 
ing himself into a lion, he cried out, Well 
done, son! 

EVEMERION, the same with Thelesphorus. See 
Tbelespborus. 

EVIPPE, mother of the Pierides, whom Ovid re- 
presents as changed into magpies. 

Also, one of the Danaides, and wife of Imbras 

EVIPPUS : Of this name were a son of Thestius, 
king of Pleuron, killed by Iphiclus, his bro- 
ther, whilst hunting the Calydonian boar; and 
a Lycion, slain by Patroclus. 

EVOCATIO, OR EVOCATION, among the Ro- 
mans a religious ceremony always .observed by 
them at undertaking the siege of a town, 
wherein they solemnly called upon the gods 
and goddesses of the place to forsake it and 
come over to them : without the performance 
of this ceremony, they either thought, that the 
place could not be taken, or that it would be 
sacrilege to take the gods prisoners. The 
form of Evocation used at taking the city of 

Carthage is thus related by Macrobius. 

" Whether it be god or goddess under whose 
tuition the city and people of Carthage are, I 
supplicate you, I conjure you, and I ear- 
nestly request you, ye great gods, who have 
taken this city and people under your pro- 
tection, to abandon toth city and people, to 
quit all these mansions, temples, sacred pla- 
ces, to cast them off ; infuse into them fear, 
consternation, and a spirit of forgetfulness, 
and vouchsafe to repair to Rome, to dwell 


amongst us ; gradoudy accept of our man. 
sions, temples, sacred things, and of our 
whole city Let it be seen that ye are the 
defence of me and ray army, and of the Ro- 
man people. Grant me these' petitions, and 
I vow and promise to found temples and games 
to your honour." They always took it for 
granted that their prayers were heard, and 
that the gods had deserted the place and come 
over to them, provided they were able to make 
themselves masters of it -——Another sort of 
Evocation was that which was used in calling 
forth the gods * to understand this, we should 
remember, that it was a doftrine in the Pagan 
theology, that the gods, in a particular man- 
ner, presided over certain places, and that fre- 
quently, several of these places were under the 
prote6lion of the same dCity, and it being im- 
possible to bring all at once, the ceremony of 
Evocation was used when the presence of one 
or more were judged needful. They had hymns 
peculiar to this occasion, which they called 
xAivtuwi, as are most of those which are ascribed 
to Orpheus, and the poet Proclus: these hymns 
were generally composed in two parts; the 
jBrst, in praise of the gods, and in celebrating* 
the difierent places under their protection ; 
the second contained the invitatory prayer, by 
which they endeavoured to allure them to 
those places where their presence was wanted. 
When they thought their patron god was ar- 
rived, they celebrated the festival called Epi- 
demia. When the danger was over, for which 
they had called the gods, they gave them li- 
berty to go thence, and they had other hymns 
for celebrating their departure. Scaliger ob- 
serves, that these hymns, which were called 
Airm/i«r«xoi, wherein Bachilides chiefly excelled, 
were of greater length than those used of the 
invitatoi^ kind, in order to detain them as long 
as possible ; for when we desire, says he, we 
want to be quickly possessed of the objeA oS 
our wishes, but to be as long as possible before 
we be deprived of it^ There were yet diflle- 
rent sorts of Evocations, y»hich are fully de- 
scribed in that part of the article Divhatm, 
which treats of Magic and lacasstatiens, 

EXADIUS, one of the Lapithae, who was present 
at the marriage of Pirithous. 

EXITERIA, among the Greeks, oblations or 
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prayers to any of the gods for prosperous 
tgm$. They were offered by generals before 
they vmt Jbrtb to war ; by men going from 
home ; and by such as were about to make 
their exit from the world. 

EXTISPEX, an officer who viewed and examin* 
ed the entnuls of vifiims, in 5rder to draw 
presages from them, as to futurity. This kind 


of divination, called Extupicium, was exceed* 
ingly prevalent in Greece, where there were 
two families, the Janidae and Clytidae, con* 
secrated, or set apart, peculiarly for it In Ita* 
ly, the first Extispices were, the Hetrurians, 
among whom, likewise, the art was in great es- 
timation. 
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FABII, FABIANS' a part of the Luperci, priests 
of Pan These priests consisted of two colie 
ges, one of which was called the Fabii, the 
other Qiiintilii, from their respedlive chiefs — 
The Fabn were for Romulus, and the Quintiln 
for Remus See Luperci 
FABULINUS, one of the tutelar deities of in- 
fants. 

FABULOUS Varro divides the duration of 
the world into tliree states or periods the Jirst 
xttiMv, the obscure, or dark, including all the 
time before the deluge ; for the Heathens had 
some faint idea of a deluge, and a confused 
tradition deduced from it, but knew nothing 
of what had passed before. The second period 
he calls the or fabulous ; including the 

time from the deluge to the first Olympiad, and 
making, according to Father Petau, 1J52 years ; 
or to the destruftion of Troy, which was 1164 
years after the deluge; or 308 after the delivery 
from Egypt This period is called sometimes 
Fabu'ous, and sometimes Heroic ; the first on 
account of the fables in which the history and 
learning of those ages are veiled ; the second 
from the heroes or sons of the gods, whom the 
poets feign to have lived in those days 
FACTION, king of Lyrnessus See Bnseis 
FAESULAE, a city of Etruria, renowned for 
its Augurs. 

FAIRIES See Gnomes. 

FAM A, FAME, possessed a place amongst the 
divinities of the ancients. Her person is de- 
scribed by Hesiod, though her genealogy is 
omitted , nor are we without elaborate repre- 
sentations of her by Homer, Virgil, and oivid. 
From Pausanias we learn, that she was wor- 
shipped at Athens, and Plutarch, in particu- 
lar, mentions her temple Some report that 
Fame, like the Giants, was the offspring of the 
Earth, who, to be avenged of the gods, and j 
especially of Jupiter, by whom her children ! 
had been thunder-struck, brought forth this 
flUonster to blaze abroad their crimes, and 
make them universally known. The common 


lepresentation of Fame is in a-ffying attitude, 
sounding a trunipet, to draiote, surprise, 
attention, and discourse she occasion^ ; with a 
flowing robe, wrought all over with eyes, ears, 
and tongues ; all the upper part of her wings 
is quite studded, as it were, with eyes ; and 
indeed Virgil observes that she had an eye al. 
most under every feather " The only figures 
1 have seen of her,” says the author of Poly- 
metis, is the little one in brass in the Great 
Duke’s collection at Florence. The poets are 
much more frequent in their accounts of her 
personage they describe her as winged, and as 
hurrying along with a very busy motion. Vir- 
gil makes her a growing figure, a thing which 
was out of the power of the painters or statu- 
aries to express, and which it is difficult enough 
even to conceive he gives her not only a great 
number of eyes, but of ears, tongues, and 
mouths too, so that he may very well call her 
a horrid goddess, and even a monster, as he 
does. Statius dresses her up in a robe, wrought 
all over with murders, battles, and sieges. — 
Ovid is yet more particular in his account of 
this goddess than either of them : he describes 
her court, and all her attendants in it he says 
her palace is in the midst of the world, between 
the earth, seas, and heavens, whence she sees 
and hears whatever is transacted in all of them. 
Virgil makes her fly about by night, and sit on 
the top of this her palace, or on some other 
eminence, by day ” 

FANUM, among the Romans, a temple or place 
consecrated to some deity. The deified men 
and women among the Heathens had likewise 
their Fana : even the great philosopher Cicero 
erected one to his daughter Tullia. 

FASCELIS, a name of Diana. 

FASCINUM, a name of Priapus. f 

FATE. See Necessity. 

FATES, DESTINIES, oa PARCAE, goddesses 
supposed to preside over the accidents and e- 
vents, and to determine the date or period of 
human life. They were reckoned by the an- 
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ctentfto (« tftfee in humbei*> because all things '* the three Destinies were lo^ed upon as the 

have a bh^hnin^, progress, and end. They dispensers of thfe etdmal decrees of Jupiter, and 

were the daughtei^ of Jupiter uid Themis, and were all of them sometimes supposed to spin the 

sisters to the tfoi'ad, or Hours ; others say they party-coloured thread of each man’s life. Thus 

were children of Vioni and Erebus, or of are they represented on a medal, each with a 

Necessity, or 6f Oceanus; or of that rude and distaff in her hand. The fullest and best de- 

indigest^ mass called Chaos. Their names, scription of them I have met with in any of the 

amongst the Greeks, were Atropos, Clotho, poets, is in Catullus : he represents them as all 

and Lachesis, and among the Latins Nona, spinning, and at the same time singing, and 

Decima, and Morta. They are called Parcae, foretelling the birth and fortunes of Achilles, 

because, as Varro thinks, they distributed to at Peleus’ wedding his description is an abso- 

mankind good and bad things at their birth ; lute pifture : they arc extremely old, and dres- 

or, as the common and received opinion is, be- ' sed close in long robes that reach down to their 
cause they spare nobddy. They were always of feet: their robes are white, edged at the bot- 

the same mind, so that though dissensions some- tom with purple • they have rose-coloured veils, 

times arose among the other gods, no diilhrence on their heads, fastened with white vittae, or 

was ever known to subsist among these three ribbands ” The Fates, however, as represented 

sisteia, whose decrees were immutable. To In the description here cited from Catullus, will 

them was entrusted the spinning and manage- I’® found to differ materially from more than one 

ment of the thread of life ; Clotho held the monument of antiquity. They are frequently 

distaff; Lachesis turned the wheel, and Atro- found to be present at the death of Meleager, 

pos cut the thread. Plutarch tells us they re- ^*nd appear as beautiful viigins with wings, and 

presented the three parts of the world, viz. also without wings, on their heads, andaredis- 

the firmament of the fixed stars, the firmament tinguished in other respe6t8 by the attributes 

of the planets, and the space of air between the usually assigned them One is always in the 

moon and the earth , Plato says they represent- of writing on a roll Sometimes they aie 

-ed times past, present, and to come. There exhibited as but two, and, conformably to this 

were no divinities in the Pagan world who had idea, Pausanias mentions their statues in the pe- 

a more absolute power than the Fates; they ristyle of the temple of Apollo at Delphi. A 

were the secretaries of the gods, and at the mo- ingenious writer, in giving the true my- 

ment of each person’s birth, decreed what thology of these charafters, apprehends them 

should happen to him in the world. The celes- h®ve been, originally, nothing more than 
tial Venus has been reputed the eldest of the the mystical figure or symbols which represent- 

Fates. Delius, an ancient composer of hymns ®d the months of January, February, and 

to the gods, says that Lucina, called Prepo- March, among the Egyptians, who depidled 

mene, was one of them, and that she was much them in female dresses, with the instruments 

older than Saturn. At Megara was a statue of spinning and weaving, which was the great 

of Jupiter Olympius, made of gold and ivory, business carried on in that season. These inia- 

by Theoscomus, which bore upon its head the ges they called Parc, which signifies Itnen 
Hours and the Fates. The Destinies are vari- cloth, to denote the manufafture produced by 

ously described ; sometimes they are represen- this temporary industry The Greeks, c\cr 

ted as old women, one holding a distaff, ano- fertile in invention, and knowing nothing of 

ther a wheel, and the third a pair of scissars, the true sense of these allegorical figures, gave 

in robes of white, bordered with purple, and them a turn suitable to their genius, 

seated on thrones, with chaplets on their heads, FATU A, aname of Cybele, because it w as thought 
composed of the flower Narcissus ; sometimes that new-born children never cried till they 
Clotho is represented in a robe of various co- touched the earth. 

lours, with a crown of stars upon her head. Also the name of any country goddess, or fairy of 
Lachesis in a garment covered with stars, and the woods, 

AU'opbs in black, Spence hath remarked that 1 FATU A, See Fauna. 

Vbi. I, ^ jt r 
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FATUARII, in antiquity, persons who, appear- 
ing inspired, foretold things to come. The 
word is formed of Fatua, wife of Faunus. See 
Fatua. 

FATUUS, a rural god or fairy ; a king Obe- 
ron. 

FAULA, a paramour of Hercules. 

FAUNA, a name of Cybele, because she is said 
to favour all creatures. 

FAUNA, a Roman divinity, daughter of Picus, 
and sister and wife of king Faunus, was sup- 
posed to inspire women with the knowledge of 
futurity, as Fauniis himself did men. She had 
her name Fatua from fart, q. d. vaticinari, to 
prophesy. After her knowledge of Faunus, she 
is said to have never seen a man Some supptMie 
her the Bona Dea, whilst others pretend that 
she was notorious for drunkenness, and on that 
account was beaten to death by her husband. 
Her original name was Marica, but under that 
of Fauna the Roman Matrons sacrificed in the 
night, and with such secrecy, that it was death 
for any man so much as even to look into the 
temple, on account of her total seclusion from 
the sex, her husband excepted , who, to com- 
pensate for the severity of his discipline, be- 
stowed on her the rites of consecration, after 
which she obtained the gift of prophecy , and 
as myrtle rods were the instruments with which 
he chastised her, no myrtle was suffered to be 
brought into her temple. The beverage, how- 
ever, of her votaries was called milk, and not 
mne, 

FAUNALIA, Roman festivals in honour of Fau- 
nus the first was observed on the ides of Fe- 
bruary, or ISth of that month, the second on 
the 16th of the calends of March, and the third 
on the nones, or Jth of December. The prin- 
cipal sacrifice was a roe-buck, or rather, ac- 
cording to Horace, a kid, accompanied with 
libations of wine, and burning of incense. It 
was properly a country festival, being per- 
formed in the fields and villages with singular 
ebullitions of joy and devotion. 

FAUNI, OR FAUNS, a species of demi-gods, in- 
habiting the forests, called also Sylvam, Syhans. 
They were sons of Faunus and Fauna, or Fa- 
tua, king and queen of the Latins, and though 
accounted demi-gods, were supposed to die 
after a long life. Amobius, indeed, has shewn 


that their father, or chief, lived only nne hQn. 
cired and twenty years. The Fauns were Ro- 
man deities, unknown to the Greeks. , The 
Roman Faunus was the same with the Greek 
Pan ; and as in the Poets we ffnd frequent 
mention of Femns, and Pans, or Pones, in the 
plural number, most probably the Fauns were 
the same with the Pans, and all descended from 
one progenitor. The Romans called them 
Fount, Ftcarit. The denomination Ftcarh was 
not derived from the Latin^m, a fig, as some 
have imagined, but from ficus, fici, a sort of 
fleshy tumour or excrescence growing on the 
eye-lids and other parts of the body, which the 
Fauns were represented as having. Th^ were 
called Fauni, afando, from speaking, because 
they were wont to speak and converse with 
men ; an instance of which is given in the voice 
that was heard from the wood, in the battle be- 
tween the Romans and Etrurians for the re- 
storation of the Tarquins, and which encou- 
raged the Romans to fight. The Fauni were 
reported, when they met any persons, to terrify 
and stupify them with their look, and were the 
frequent cause of abortion to women. We are 
told that the Fauni were husbandmen, the 
Satyrs vine-dressers, and the Sylvani those who 
cut down wood in the forests. The Fauns were 
represented with horns on their heads, pointed 
ears, and crowned with branches of the pine, 
which was a tree sacred to them, whilst their 
lower extremities resembled a goat’s Spence 
describes them as " a sort of woodland deities 
that ranged all over the country, but seem 
more particularly to have delighted in the vine- 
yards, and in those fields interspersed with 
vines.” You see them, adds he *'in some of 
the works of the ancient artists, even eating the 
grapes in the hands of Bacchus, and they ap- 
pear generally as attendantson that godin there- 
presentationsofBacchanalfeasts and processions. 
I have a medal of a Faun and a Faun ess the P'aun 
is a copy of that famous one in the Great Duke’s 
colledlion at Florence, and is dancing with some 
of the musical instruments in his hands that 
were used in the feasts of Bacchus ; as the Fau- 
ness shews the playfulness, which makes one of 
the chief parts in the charafler of this claaj of 
deities. The Fauns were partly of the Satyr 
kind . they had something of the ferine, as you 
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see by their tails, little horns, and pointed ears. 
They have all the agility and playfulness of the 
Satyrs, but they were not so savage and horrid 
in their form, nor so abandoned in their lewd- 
ness. The chief passion both of the Fauns and 
Satyrs seems to have been for the Nymphs, 
though there were female Satyrs, as well as 
Faunesses. I have often wondered how it 
comes about, that these Nymphs and Fauns 
should be so common a subje 6 t with the ancient 
artists, and so very uncommon in the poets. 
However it happened, the latter have very few 
passages that are descriptive either of the per- 
sonages or attributes of these deities, and, in- 
deed, any thing that 1 know of worth men- 
tioning.” 

To this account the following remarks may be 

added T he most beautiful statues of the 

young Fauns, or Satyrs present a pleasing 
image of beautiful and well-proportioned 
youth. Their youth, however, is marked by 
a vulgar profile, flattish nose, whence the term 
Smi, and an air of simplicity and innocence 
united to a chara 6 leristic grace. Sometimes 
these Satyrs were exhibited with a merry coun- 
tenance, and their jaws fringed with hair, like 
a goat’s. Of this kind is one of the most beau- 
tiful heads of antiquity in point of execution, 
at present in the Villa Albani. The beautiful 
sleeping Faun of the Barbarini palace, appears 
to have been copied from nature, without the 
consciousness of the subject itself, and there- 
fore exhibits simplicity, unblended with the 
slightest constraint. The old Fauns, Satyrs, 
or Sileni, (for so they likewise were called), 
and particularly the superintendant of Bacchus, 
have, in serious compositions, features by no 
means disposed to merriment. Their well- 
formed bodies characterize the maturity of age 
I'he hair of the Fauns and Satyrs is strong, and 
curled at the extremities. Their faces, when 
expressive of comic grace, are marked by a 
smile of hilarity, which draws up the termina- 
tions of the mouth, and as it were depresses by 
expanding the nose. 

FAUNUS, "husband of Fauna or Fatua, was son 
of Picus, king of the Latins, who reigned in 
Italy about the time when Orpheus introduced 
the rites of Bacchus into Greece. Faunus him- 
self was contemporary with Pandion, king of 


Athens, and governed Italy during his reign 
The worship the gods among the people of 
Italy, who, before that time, had little devo- 
tion or reverence, was Introduced by him ; if 
the human sacrifices which he instituted to Sa- 
turn may be called religion : he also taught 
them the knowledge of husbandry, and other 
useful practices. Faunus is said to have kept 
himself almostalways concealed, on which ac- 
count he was confounded with Pan Diony- 
sius of Halicarnassus reports, that Faunus was 
the son of Mars, and that he reigned in Italy 
when Evander landed there he adds, the com- 
mon opinion was, that Faunus was that wild 
god whose voice was heard by night in the 
forests, to the great terror of the people — — 
Faunus, with his sons the Fauni, were wor- 
shipped only in Italy, being deities wholly un- 
known in Greece. Faunus deified his father 
Picus, and conferred the gift of prophecy upon 
his wife and sister Fauna, or Fatua His son 
Stercutius also received divine 110110111*8, on ac- 
count of his introducing the practice of culti- 
vating the ground by dunging and manuring 
it. Horace makes Faunus the guardian and 
protector of men of wit, and Virgil, a god of 
oracles and predictions; but this is, perhaps, 
founded on the etymology of his name, for 
Pbofiein in Greek, and Fari in Latin, of 
which it has been supposed a derivative, sig- 
nify to speak ; and it was, perhaps, for the same 
reason, they called his wife Fauna, q d Fait- 
dica, prophetess. Faunus is described by Ovid 
with horns on his head, and crowned with the 
pine-tree 

FAUSTITAS, a goddess amongst the Romans, 
whom they supposed to preside over cattle 

FAUSTULUS, either the foster-father of the 
twin-brothers Romulus and Remus, or the 
person to whom they were committed by A- 
mulius in order to be destroyed. It is said 
that Acca Laurentia, vife of Faustulus, who 
was herdsman to Amultus, nursed these chil- 
dren. Faustulus 18 recorded to have perished 
in the quarrel betwixt these brothers, whom 
he had preserved, at the hazard of his life. 

FAVIANI, youths who celebrated the feasts of 
Faunus, being girt with a skin, but entirely 
naked besides. 

FAVOR, OR FAVOUR, a goddess, called by 
Rr ^ 
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pome t^e daughter of Fortuap > by qt^ers, of 
Beau^ ; and by others, the child of Wit;^ A- 
pellea painted her with Flattery walking before 
her, Riches, Pride, j^onour, and Pleasure 
surrounding her, and Envy at her heels she 
had wings to represent her proneness to turn 
at every caprice or change of fortune, and was 
blind, to shew a want of discrimination in 
distinguishing her friends. 

I'EAH, in Latin MefuSj Pavor^ and Timor, accord- 
ing to some authors, was daughter of Mars and 
Venus. However that were; the Pagans dei- 
fied the passion. T ullus Hostihus introduced 
the worship of this goddess at Rome ; for when 
in the battle betwixt the Romans and Veientes 
it was told him, that the Albans had revolted, 
and the Romans grew afraid and pale, in this 
doubtful conjuncture he vowed a temple to Pal- 
lor and Favor The Ephori of Sparta ereCled 
a temple to Fear near their tribunal, to strike 
an awe into those who approached it. Fear 
was also woi'shipped at Corinth. At the altar 
of Fear supplications were put up, that they 
might be preserved from the influence of a 
shameful panic on the day of battle. Theseus 
before engaging the Amazons, in obedience to 
the command of an oracle, sacrificed to P'ear, 
jthat his troops might not be seized with it; 
and Alexander performed the same ceremony 
before the battle of Aibcla. Virgil places 
Fear in the entrance of hell, in compa- 
ny with Diseases, Old Age, &c. and Ovid, 
in the retinue of Tisiphone, one of the Fu- 
ries 

FEAST, FESTIVAL. Festivals, among the 
ancient Greeks, were instituted upon various 
accounts ; first, in honour of the gods, to whom, 
besides the worship daily paid, some more so- 
lemn times were set apait, especially, if they 
had conferred any signal favour on the public, 
or upon private persons. Secondly, in order to 
procure some special favour irom the gods, or 
to appease their anger in times of public cala- 
mity Thirdly, in memory of deceased friends, 
or ol those who had performed any remarkable 
service to their country, or died valiantly in 
defence of it and fourthly, as a time of ease 
and repose from labour. Originally the Greeks 
had few or no festivals, except those after har- 
vest or vintage, at which they feasted on the 


fruits they had gathered, ^qeming it a kind 
of offering to the gods. In later ages, as the 
number of the gods iperefsed^ and the fruga- 
lity of antiquity disappeared, the number of 
festivals was augmented, and gomes, proces- 
sions, and other ceremonies were introduced, 
to the vast charge of the public. The Athe- 
nians, who had twice as many gods as any other 
city, had proportionally more festivals ; nor 
did the number and frequency of them abate 
their solemnity, splendor, and expence. The 
shops and courts of judicature were shut, the 
labourers suspended their toil, tradesmen ab- 
stained from their employments, and mourners 
intermitted their sorrows ; it was unlawful for 
a cry, a grdan, or a sigh to be heard : nothing 
but ease and pleasure, mirth and jollity, dared 
to approach them. Most festivals were cele- 
brated at the public charge, and least the trea- 
sury should be exhausted by so frequent eva- 
cuations, means were contrived to replenish 
it After Thrasybulus had deposed the tyrants, 
their estates were confiscated to this use, and 
when the state was reduced to its pristine de- 
mocracy, if any citizens became too formida- 
ble from wealth, it was customary to compel 
from them contributions to support the public 

festivals 'That the feasts of the Romans 

were numerous, their kalendar will fully evince 
On such days, as in Greece, the labourei-s and 
artificers rested from their work, with an ex- 
ception in favour of some necessary things. — 
They called their festivals by the name of 
Fertae, which signifies days of rest. They were 
of four sorts , first, Feriae Stativae, immoveable 
Feasts, or such as fell always on the same day 
of the year, and these were marked in the ka- 
lendar. Secondly, Feriae Conceptivae, moveable 
Feasts, appointed on uncertain days, at the 
pleasure of the pontiffs. Thirdly, Feriae Im- 
perativae, extraordinary holydays, kept by pub- 
lic authority, as the occasions of the common- 
wealth required. Fourthly, Feriae Nundinae, 
which Were days for fairs and extraordinary 
markets. Before the Roman kalendar was made 
public, it was the buyness of the Curiones to 
give notice of the festivals to be observed in 
each month. The Feriae Conceptivae and Im- 
perativae were declared by a herald in all public 
places, in these words, Jjtvatw deutn matris est 
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kodifi; yci^tpukm crfti «st, and the like. The 
particular feativala qF the Greeks, Romans, Ac. 
4re mentioned in the course oF the alphabet. 

FERR19i on FEVER. The ancients deihed the 
diseases, as U'ell as the passions and actions oF 
men. Virgil places them in the entrance oF 
hell. Fever had a temple on Mount Palatine, 
and two more in diiferent parts oF Rome. — 
There is still extant an inscription to this god- 
dess m the following words • Fsani divab. Fe- 
bri. SAMCTAB. Fasni* Maonae. Camieea ama- 
TA. PRO. FiEio. MALE, AFFECTO. Other deities of 
this kind were worshipped by them for the same 
reason as Febiis, which was, that she should not 
hurt them. 

FEBRUA, among the Romans, festivals or sa- 
crifices for the repose of the dead. They were 
celebrated at the graves and monuments of the 
deceased, with lighted torches and wax tapers 
These sacrifices were called Februa, from the 
Latin word februa, which signifies to purge, or 
lustrate ; because they then made cakes which 
were said to be purtfied with the seed of barley 
or wheat The Februa were celebrated during 
twelve days in the month of Februai'y, which 
thence took its name. The design of these 
sacrifices is somewhat controverted- Pliny 
states them as performed to render the infer- 
nal gods propitious to the deceased, though 
some of the 'moderns have imagined, that they 
were intended to appease the deceased them- 
selves, and were ofleied immediately to them 
as a sort of deities. What confirms the former 
sentiment is, that Pluto himself is surnamed 
Februus. The word is of ancient use in the 
Latin tongue , from the very foundation of the 
city we meet with Februa, for pur^tattom , and 
Februare, to purge, or purfy Varro derives it 
from the Sabines, Vossius, and others, from 
ferveo, to be bot because purifications were 
chiefly performed with fire and hot water — 
Some go higher, and even deduce the woid 
from pber, or pbavar, which in Syriac and Ara- 
Wc Im the same signification with ferbuit, or 
^erbiut, and might probably signify likewise 
to purfy; for pbavar, m Arabic, denotes a pre- 
parative given women in child-bed, to bring 
away the after-birth , and among the Romans, 
Februa was the name of the goddess supposed 
to preside over parturition. 


FEBRUA, FEBRUALIS, FEBRUATA, FE- 
BRULA, names of Juno, because sacrifices were 
offered her in the month of February. Her fes- 
tival was celebrated on the same day with the 
feasts of Pan, when the Luperci, priests of 
Pan, the god of shepherds, running nuked 
through the city Rome, and stroaking th^ 
hands and bodies of pregnant women with tli^ 
cloak of Juno, that is, the skin of a goat, pu- 
rified them ; a ceremony supposed to cause 
f^ uittulness m the women, and easy labours. — 
AH- sorts of purgation in any sacrifices, were 
called Februa The animals sacrificed to Juno 
were, a white cow, a swme, and a sheep , to 
her also were sacred, the goose and the pea- 
cock 

FEBRUUS, the imaginary god of lustrations or 
purgations. He is generally taken to be Pluto. 

FECIALES, a college of priests instituted by 
Numa, consisting of twenty persons selected 
from the best families. Their business was to 
arbitrate in all matters relating to war and 
peace, and to a61: as guardians of the 'public 
faith; for which reason Vairo derives their 
name from fides, and others, a foedne faciendo. 
It is probable they were ranked among the offi. 
cers of religion, to procure thein the greater 
deference and authority, and to render their 
persons more sacred among tlic people If the 
commonwealth had received any injury from a 
foreign state, these officers were immediately 
dispatched to demand satisfaiSlio.i, and if they 
could not procure it, were to attest the gods 
against the people and country, and to de- 
nounce war , otherwise, they confirmed the 
alliance, or contrafted a new one, which they 
latificd by sacrificing an hog. In the reign of 
Ancus Mai'tius, the Latins having made incur- 
sions upon the Roman frontiers, the Fecialcs 
were sent to denounce war against them • one 
of these holy heralds, having a pointed javelin 
in his hand, cried out with a loud voice. 
Hear, Jupiter, and thou Juno' Hear Quiri- 
nus, and ye gods of heaven, earth, and heli 1 I 
take you to witness, that the Latin people are un- 
just, and as this pople lias committed outrages 
against the Romans, the Roman people and my- 
self, with the consent of the Senate, declare 
war against them.*’ Without the consent of 
the Feciales it was not lawful for any private 
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soIduA'^ nor even the emperor himself^ to take 
• up arnu ; the war, if it could not be amicably 
adjusted, was to begin from them, and when 
they had determined it to be just, the chief 
magistrate might deliberate concerning the 
conduct of it It is said, that the slaughter 
and destru£tion which the Gauls made of the 
Romans, was the consequence of negledling 
this religious proceeding ; for while this peo- 
ple were besieging Clusium, Fabius Ambustus 
was sent to their camp, with propositions of 
peace in favour of the besieged, but receiving 
a rude and peremptory answer, he challenged 
the bravest of the foe to single combat, and 
slew him. The Gauls complained of Fabius to 
the Senate, who, contrary to faith, had taken 
arms without declaring war. The Senate de- 
bated the matter, and the Feciales were of opi- 
nion, that Fabius ought to be delivered into 
the hands of the Gauls, but he appealing to 
the people, by their prote£tion, escaped the 
sentence. Soon after, the Gauls marched to 
Rome, and sacked the whole city, except the 
Capitol. We are told, thatNuma borrowed 
this institution from the old inhabitants of La- 
tium, or from those of Ardea There is no 
doubt but it was first introduced into Italy by 
the Pelasgi, who had always some persons of a 
sacred character to march at the head of their 
armies, without any other arms or weapons 
than a caduceus adorned with fillets. These 
Feciales were likewise called Oratorcs, which 
seems to imply, that they were so called, not 
from facet e, to do, but from fan, to speak 
FELICITY, in Latin Feltcitas, FaustUias, or 
Happiness The ancient Pagans deified Felicity 
or Happiness, who had many altars, and was 
adored both by the Greeks and Romans : the 
former honoured this goddess under the names 
of Endaimonia and Macaria, daughter of Her- 
cules, the same with Felicitas. The Athenians 
consulting an oracle on the success of a battle, 
were informed, they should gam the viflory if 
one of the children of Hercules would submit 
to a voluntary death ; on this Macaria killed 
herself, and the Athenians becoming viftorious, 
paid her veneration under the name of Felicity. 
It was late before the Romans raised Felicity 
to the rank of a divinity, indeed not till about 
six hundred >cai's after the building of the city. 


when Lucullus, upon fals retufn from the war 
with Mithridates and Tigranes, built her a 
temi^e. Pliny says, that this general enjoined 
Arcesilanus, the statuary, to make the statue 
of this goddess, and that both the gehoral and 

statuary died before the work was finished. 

Felicity is represented as a female, clothed in 
a purple vestment trimmed with Wlyer, sitting 
on an imperial throne, and holding in one 
hand a caduceus, and in the other a cornuco- 
pia . she is frequently figured on medals with 
the same attributes, and this inscription, 
Felicitas Tempobum, Felicitas Auovsti, Fe- 
licitas PuBLicA, &c. Mr. Spence says, ** Hap- 
piness has the caduceus of Mercury in one hand, 
and a cornucopia in the other: this, in the 
language of the statuaries, seems to signify 
much the same with the Latin proverb, Qun- 
que suae fortunae faber, that every one's own good 
sense is the making of bis good fortune or bappu 
ness in the world . or the caduceus may signify 
peace, and the cornucopia plenty, which are 
two of the principal ingredients of happiness 
The medalists call her Felicitas , and it is the 
same goddess, or some very near relation of 
her’s, that Horace spieaks of personally by the 
name of Faustitias, where, by the way, he seems 
to hint, that she chuses rather to dwell in the 
country than in cities. 

FERALIA, a Roman festival observed on the 
11th of February, in honour of the manes, or 
ghosts, of their deceased friends and relations 
The ceremony consisted in the payment of lit- 
tle offerings and presents at their graves. — 
This festival was instituted by Numa during 
the celebration of it marriages were forbidden, 
and the temples of other divinities shut up , 
because they fancied that all the time of this 
festival, which continued eleven days, the 
ghosts suffered no pains in hell, but were per- 
mitted to wander about their graves, and feast 
upon the meats prepared for them. This feast 
having been neglected some years, it is pre- 
tended all the graves were seen on fire, and 
the ghosts were heard, in the night time, 
complaining of being forsaken ; but upon the 
revival of it, with more devotion and exaAness, 
these prodigies ceased. Macrobius refers the 
origin of the ceremony to Numa Pomi^Hus ; 
Ovid goes back §» far as Aeneas for its iqstitu- 
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tion : he adds, that on the same day a sacrifice 
was performed to the goddess Muta, ( dumbness ) 
and that the persons who officiated were an old 
woman, with a numerous attendance of girls. 
Varro derives the word from or from 
ferOt on account of a repast carried to the se- 
pulchres of such as the last offices were that 
day rendered to ; Festus derives it from fsrio, 
on account of the vidlims sacrificed. Vossius 
observes that the Romans called death ^era, 
cruel, and that the word Feralia might arise 
thence. 

FERETRIUS, a surname of Jupiter, because he 
smites his enemies, or because he is the giver of 
peace, for when a peace was made, the sceptre 
by which the ambassadors swore, and the flint 
stone on which they confirmed their agreement 
were brought out of his temple , or, lastly, be- 
cause the spolia optma, when a Roman king or 
general, slew an adverse king with his own 
hands, were offered to Jupiter Feretrius ; such 
were those which Romulus presented when he 
slew Acron, king of Cacnina , such were those 
offered by Cornelius Callus, after he had con- 
quered Taluninius, king of Hetriiria, and such 
were those presented by M Marcell us, when 
he had vanquished Viridomarus, king of the 
Gauls 

FERIAE CX)NCEPTIVAE. See Dies FesU, 
Feast. 

FERIAE IMPERATIVAE. See Dies Feslt, 
Feast 

FERIAE LATINAE. See Latiar. 

FERIAE NUN DIN AE. See Dies Fesh, Feast. 

FERIAE PRIV ATAE. See Dies Festi, Fxast 

FERIAE STATIVAE. See Dies Festi, Feast. 

FERONI A, the goddess of woods and orchards. 
She is called Feroniafrom the verb fero, to bring 
forth, because produced and prope^ated trees, 
or fi om Feronici, a town situated near the foot 
of Mount Soradte, in Italy, where was a wood, 
and a temple dedicated to her ; which town and 
wood are mentioned by Virgil, in his catalogue 
of the forces of Turnus. Tlie Lacedemonians 
first introduced her worship into Italy under 
Evander, and built her a temple in a grove 
near Mount Sorafte ; for these people, being 
offended at the rigour of the laws of Lycurgus, 
resolved to seek out for some new plantation, 
and^riving, after along and dangerous voyage. 


in Italy, they, to shew their gratitude for their 
preservation, built this temple to Feronia, so 
called from their bearing patiently all the fatigues 
and dangers they had encountered in their 
voyage. This edifice, ouiually taking fire, the 
people ran to remove and preserve the image 
of the goddess, when on a sudden the fire be- 
came extinguished, and the grove assumed a 
native and flourishing verdure Servius af- 
firms that Feronia was the same with Juno, 
which opinion is countenanced by an ancient 
inscription, quoted by Fabretti ; Juiwni Fero- 
niae ■ and Virgil mentions a wood, at a little 
distance from Anxur, consecrated to Juno Fe~ 
renia. Her temple was a common place of wor- 
ship for the Latins and Sabines. An old in- 
scription, preserved by Gruter, informs us 
that this goddess had her peculiar Flammtcae, 
or priestesses the inscription is this; Camu- 
RENAE C. F Celerinae Flam Feron ——The 
Petronian family furnishes us with a medal, on 
which IS represented the head of the goddess 
Feronia, with this inscription, Tubpilianus 
III. ViR Flron Strabo tells us that her vota- 
ries could walk bare foot over burning coals 
unhurt , and Horace mentions the homage that 
was paid to this deity, by washing the face and 
hands, according to custom, in the sacred 
fountain which flowed near her temple. Slaves 
received the cap of liberty at her shrine, on 
which account they regai ded her as their pa- 
troness. How Feronia was descended, where 
born, or how educated, is not transmitted to 
us , but she is said to have been wife to Jupi- 
ter Anxur, so called, because he was worship- 
ped m that place. 

FERULA, the staff of Silenus, with winch he 
used to support himself when so intoxicated 
that he could not sit upon the back ol liis ass, 
an accident which frequently happened after 
his convivialities with Bacchus 
FESSONIA, one of the tutelar deities of adult 
persons. • 

FESTI DIES. Sec Dies Festi. 

FESTIVAL. See Feast 

FETICHES, deities of the ne^oes of^Gtffnea .» 
every one has a difieient sort, 'accordingtb the 
dire^ion of their Masoucki or^ficsts. They 
ascribe all their good fortune to these Fetiches, 
and make libations of palm-wine in honOui' of 
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them. Some particular birds, as also the sword 
fish, together with certain stones, they look 
upon as Fetiches ; certain trees likewhie bear 
the same venerable denomination, and are es- 
teemed the giiai dian gods of their hills. The 
negroes )>crform their sacrifices at the foot of 
tliese trees. Such mountains as have been 
thunder-stiuck are looked upon as the habita- 
tions of the Fetichea. They place Fetiches, or 
household gods, before their doors, and these 
ai e made in the form of grapples or ho^cs. Be- 
sides these larger Fetiches they have several of a 
smaller size,, which they carry about them, 
consisting of baubles, which the priests, after 
having consecrated, sell to the negroes ‘ these 
they wear about their necks, or under their 
ai ni-pits . they pray to them night and morn- 
ing, and dress them in the gayest attire they 
are able to procure. On the day which answers 
to our Sunday the negroes assemble together 
about a sacred tree called tbe tree of the Fetiches, 
and at the foot of it place a table adorned with 
boughs, and covered with palm-wine, rice, 
millet, Sic. The day is spent in dancing a. 
round the tree, to the sound of drums and bra- 
zen instruments Their priest sits near a kind 
of altar, upon which he offers sacrifice to the 
Fetiche * he dips a wisp of straw into a pot full 
of a certain liquor, in which there is a serpent, 
and with this he sprinkles the people. The ce- 
remony IS closed with loud acclamations and 
clapping of hands The tree of the Fetiche 
serves as an oracle, and is consulted on all im- 
portant occasions, in order to which they eredl 
a small pyramid of ashes, in which they plant 
a bough of the tree, which they sprinkle with 
water, after which they pretend the Fetiche 
delivers his answers by the mouth ofa black dog 
-—4. ztdlous missionary in that country, de- 
molished as many Fetiches as he could meet 
with, and substituted crosses or crucifixes in 
their room, threatening the ignorant natives, 
that if they presumed to approach or touch 
them, without the utmost reverence, and on 
their bonded knees, they should that very mo-, 
ment, be struck dead, which terrified and sent 
them howling home in great disorder and crni- 
fusion 

FIDELITY, OR FAITH, in Latin Ftdes, had a 
temple at Rome, near the Capitol, which it is 


said Nama FompiHua first emseerated to her. 
S6m« say this temjile wa dedicated to her by 
Attilius Calatiaui. Festus, upon the authority 
of AgaChocles, atatei, that Aefieas, upon his 
arrivisl in Italy, afiao comeerited one to the 
same goddess ; tot the best grounded opinion 
is that of Dionyshis of Hdieaniassus and Plu- 
tarch, which makes Muma Pomjaiius the first 
w1h> built her a temple ; and thhi appears still 
more clearly to have been the faA, from the 
account which Dionysius gives of the reasons 
by which Numa was induced to incorporate 
Faithin thenumber of the Eoman deities. These 
wereto engage hh people to mutual confidence 
and fidehty. ** Numa, (sajrsthe historian') had 
recourse to a> metbod' hitherto unknown to the 
most celebrated legislators : public contradls, 
he observed, were sddom violated, from the 
regard paid to those who were witnesses to any 
engagement, while those made in private, 
though in their own> nature no less indispen- 
sable, were not so stridly observed , whence he 
concluded, that by deifying faith, these con- 
tra6ls would become the more binding' be- 
sides he thought it unreasonable that while 
divine honours were paid to Justice, Nemesis, 
and Themis, Faith, the most sacred and vene- 
rable of all things, should receive neither pub- 
lic nor private honour ; he therefore built a 
temple to public Faith, and instituted sacrifices, 
the charge of which was to be defrayed by the 
public this he did with the hope, that a vene- 
ration for this virtue being propagated through 
the city, would insensibly be communicated to 
each individiial His conjeftures proved true, 
and Faith became so revered, that she had 
more force than even witnesses and oaths ; so 
that it was the common method, in cases of in- 
tricacy, for magistrates to refer the decision to 
the faith of the contending parties.” In the 
sacrifices to this goddess, no animals were offer- 
ed, nor blood spilt. During the performance 
of her rites, her priests were habited in white 
vestments, and their heads and hands covered 
with linen cloth, to shew that fidelity ought to 
be unsullied and secret Her symbol was a 
white dog, of all animals the dog being the roost 
faithful ; and a figure where two women we 
joining hands. On medals she is sometimes 
represented with a basket fruit in one hand. 
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and ears of com in the other ; sometimes hold- 
ing a turtle-dove j but the most usual symbol 
is two hands joined togetiier, the inscriptions 
Fides Auousti — Fides Exercitus — ^Fides Mili- 
tum — & c. " Honesty^ or Fidelity," says Mr 

Spence, ** the Romans called Fides, and when 
they called her Sola Fides, seem to mean the 
same as we do by the words downright ho- 
nesty. She is represented with an ere6l open 
air, and with nothing but a thin robe on, so 
fine that one might sec through it. The poets 
call her Blameless, and not to be corrupted, 
and the companion or sister of Justice, and 
represent her as very old and gray- headed, a 
particular which eaunot appear in the figures 
of this goddess, as they are, I think, only to 
be met with on medals. When they promised 
any thing of old, they gave their hand on it, 
as we do now, and therefore this goddess is re- 
presented sometimes on medals as giving hci 
hand, and sometimes only by tuo handsjoined 
together." 

FIDIUS, an ancient deity of the Romans and 
Sabines, who respected him as the proteftor ot 
tiut mutual faith which ought to be observed 
between the two nations He had a temple at 
Rome on Mount Quii mails, where his festival 
was kept every year upon the nones of June — 
Theie is still extant at Rome an ancient marble, 
consisting of three figures, under a kind ot ca- 
nopy . at the right hand stands Honour, repre- 
sented under the figure of a middle-aged man , 
at the left is Truth, like a woman crowned with 
laurel, holding Honour by the hand , between 
them both is Love, under the shape of a young 
child, the inscription is Simulacrum Finn — 
This deity was likewise called San&us, or Sancus, 
and Semo, as we learn from Ovid We meet 
with these three names joined together in old 
inscriptions, Semoni Sanco Deo Fidio Sa- 
crum. 

FIENDS. See Daemons 

FIRE This element is sufficiently relative to the 
nature of this woi k to deserve notice in it. The 
Pagans had their sacred fires, which they kept 
in their temples with the most religious care, 
and which were never to be extinguished. This 
perpetual fire is reckoned among the furniture 
of the temple which the ghostofHe6ior brought 
to Aeneas in a vision- Jt is agreed .that the 
yol. /. d 


worship of the goddess Vesta, or of Fire, was 
transferred to Italy by Aeneas and the othei 
Trojans who landed there; and the Phrygians 
themselves received it from the eastern nations 
It is well known that fire was the god of the 
Chaldeans, who, being persuaded it was the 
Supreme Deity, sent it through the world, to 
make trial of its superiority over the gods of all 
other nations The Pei stans were yet more 
superstitious in thisresj)c6t than the Chaldeans 
they had temples which they called Pyraea, or 
Jire-temples, set apart solely for the preservation 
of the sacred fire The Persians believed fire to 
be a god, and their reason for not burning the 
dead was, that they would have thought them- 
selves guilty of sacrilege, if a dead body had 
been consumed by a god. Zoroaster pietend- 
ed, that being talon uj) into heaven, he heard 
Godsjieaking to him out of a bright flame of 
file, and that therefore fire was the truest 
image of the Divine presence. Numa was the 
first who built a temple to I'iic, as a goddess, 
at Rome, and instituted an order of priestesses 
for the preservation of it, called Vestals, the 
word Vesta being synonimous with th.at of^rr, 
called by the Greeks Hestia, and by the Chal- 
deans and ancient Persians Avesta. See Cano-> 
pji. Vestals, Vista 

FLAMEN, FLAMINES, among the ancient 
Romans, priests or ministers of sacrifice ; 
instituted, according to Plutarch, by Romu- 
lus ; according to Livy, by Numa. They oii- 
ginally were three, viz. Flamen Dialis, or the 
Plamen of Jupiter , Flamen J\Iatlu/li\, or the 
Flamen of Mars , and Flamen Onn inalt^, or the 
Flamen of Quninus In .d?er times twelve 
more were added, which made the number ol 
Flamens fifteen The three fiist weie taken 
from among the Patricians, and wcie held ot 
a rank and distin{tion supcrioi to the othei 
twelve, they weie called Flamines Majoies, 
t\\e greater Flamines, m contradistimflion to the 
rest,whowere cho,en from amongthc plebeian-., 
and called Flamines Mtnores, the le^sei Flami- 
nes: these were Flamen Car mentiUs, Flamen Fa- 
lacer, Flamen Floralis, Flqmen Funnahs, Fla- 
men Levmalis, Flamen Luculaits, Flamen Pala- 
iualis, Flamen Pomofialis, Flamen Virbialts, Fla- 
men Vulcanalts, and Flamen Volturnaks. Ihe 
Flamej^ Dialis, or of Jupiter, was first instituted 
Ss 
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md holden in the greatest repute ; he bore a 
peculiar ornament on his head^ called Alboga- 
lerus, which was made of the skin of a white 
viAim sacrificed to Jupiter it ended in a point 
called tutelus. The cap worn by the rest was 
eaXied Jlamma, or apex ; it was made of sheep- 
skin« with the wool on, and to it was fastened 
a small branch of olive . it was tied under the 
chin with strings. In the summer time a wool- 
len thread only, bound round the head, was sub- 
stituted ; as they were prohibited from appear- 
ing bare-headed ; hence, according to Festus, 
came the denomination Flamcn, fromji/amea, 
of JUuMt a thread. I'hough the Flamens bore 
one common appellation, yet did they not con- 
stitute any company or college each god had 
his several sacrifices, feasts, and ceremonies 
apart ' nor had one Flamen any relation to an- 
other, only they weie all subordinate to the 
Pontifex Maximus. Aulus Geiltus affirms them 
to have been created by the people in the Co- 
mitia Curiata, but that the Pontifex Maximus 
consecrated them. Their priesthood was con- 
sidered as perpetual, though, on some occa- 
sions, they might be deposed Consult the or- 
der of the alphabet foi the names and ofiices of 
these fifteen Flamens. 

FLAMEN CARMENTALIS, priest of the god- 
dess Carmenta 

FLAMEN DIALIS, the priest of Jupiter, he 
was the first instituted of all the Flamines, and 
was a person of great consideration among the 
Romans. The Flamen Dialis was subject to 
certain laws which distinguished him from the 
other fourteen Flamens. 1. He was forbidden 
to ride on horse back 2 To see an army 
ranged in order of battle. 8. To swear. 4. 
He could make use of but one sort of ring, 
bored through in a particular manner, s. He 
could have no knot either in his sacerdotal bon- 
net, or in his girdle, or any where else. 6. 
None but a freeman was allowed to cut his 
hair. 7. He was not permitted to touch a goat, 
raw flesh, ivy,or a bean ; nor so much as to pro- 
nounce their names. 8. He was not allowed to 
prune a vine. 9 The feet of hb bed were to 
be daubed with wet dirt. lO. The cutting of 
his nails and hair were to be buried under an 
oak. II. He could not put off his tunic but in 
a covered place, that he might not appear na- 


ked sid> dio. 12. At feasts he took i^e of 
every one but the Rex Sofr^cubu. is. If his 
wife died, he lost the dignity of Flamen. 14 . 
He could not be divorced from his wife. is. 
He was forbidden to approach any place where 
was a pile for burning the dead. 16. He was 
not to touch a dead person. 

FLAMEN FALACER, priest of the god Fala- 
cer, a name whose origin, Varro observes, b 
not known. 

FLAMEN FLORALIS, priest of the goddess 
Flora. 

FLAMEN FURINALIS, whose etymology b 
unknown. 

FLAhJEN LEVINALIS, of whom nothing b 
known. 

FLAMEN LUGULARIS, an officer of whom no 
information is come down. 

FLAMEN MARTIALIS, the priest of Mars, 
was the second in dignity among the Flamines, 
and was to be of a Patrician family He was 
not allowed to go out of Italy, for which rea- 
son Caecilius Metellus, the sovereign pontiff^ 
would not permit Aulus Posthumus, Consul 
and Flamen Martialis, to quit Rome for the 
purpose of carrying on the war in Africa. 

FLAMEN PALATUALIS, some modems con- 
tend to have been the priest of the goddess 
that presided over the Palatium, though Varro 
owns himself at a loss for its origin. 

FLAMEN POMONALIS, the priest of Pomona, 
goddess of fruits. 

FLAMEN QUIRINALIS, the priest of Quirinus. 
He was under the same regulations with the 
Flamen Martialis ; which see. 

FLAMEN VERBIALIS, priest of the god Ver- 
bius, whom some take to be the same with 
Hippolytus. 

FLAMEN VOLTURNALIS, priest of the god 
Volturnus. 

FLAMEN VULCANALIS, priest of Vulcan. 

FLAMINES MAJORES, the three greater Fla- 
mens ; those of Jupiter, Mars, and Quirinus. 
They wwe a robe edged with purple, like the 
great magistrates, had an ivory chair, and sat 
in the Senate. Their cap or bonnet was pecu- 
liar to themselves. 

FLAMINES MINORES, the twelve inferior 
Flamens. 

FLAMlNAEj on FLAMINICAE, wives of the 
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three g:rester Flament, or priestesses of the 
deities. In an ancient marble quoted by Gni- 
ter, the word Flamma is used for pneitess ; and | 
in the same author the priestess of the goddess 
Feroniais called Flam. Fbroh. that i8,Flamina, 
or Flaminica Feronie The Flaminae had the 
same surname with their husbands, as Flamen 
Dialis, Martialis, &c. Their habit was flame- 

I 

coloured, and on it was painted the image of a 
thunder-bolt. They were not allowed to ascend 
above two steps of a ladder. On their heads 
they wore green oakem boughs, but were not 
permitted to comb or adorn their hair, when 
they went to the ceremony of throwing the 
Argei, or figures of men made of rushes, from 
the bridge Sublicius into the Tyber. I'he 
Flaminicae are often mentioned in inscrip- 
tions. 

FLAVA, an epithet of Ceres among the Romans 
See Cbloeta. 

FLINS, an idol of the ancient Vandals, who in- 
habited that part of Germany now called Lii- 
sace The word, in the Saxon language, sig- 
nifies a stone, and was applied to this god, he- 
cause, he was rejM*esented by a large stone in 
the figure oi Death, covered with a long cloak, 
holding a stick in its hand, with a blown blad- 
der and a lion^s skin on its shoulders These 
barbarians believed, that this deity would hei e- 
afler restore them to life. 

FLORA, goddess of flowers, a Roman deity. — 
The ancients made her the wife of Zephyrus, 
to intimate that Flora, or the natural heat ot 
the plant, must concur with the influence of 
the warmest wind for the production of flowers 
Varro reckons Flora among the ancient deities 
of the Sabines, which were received into Rome 
on the union of the Sabines with the Romans. 
Ovid says, that her Greek name was Chloris, 
and that the Latins changed it into Flora. If 
we believe LaCtantius, Flora was a woman of 
pleasure, who, having gained large sums of 
money by prostitution, made the Roman peo- 
ple her heir, and ordered the produce of a 
certain fund set apart for the purpose, to be em- 
ployed in annually solemnizing her birth-dsy, 
resolving to render that day refiliarkable by the 
games exhibited on it, which, from her, were 
named Floralia, and celebrated in a scandalous 

manner. LaClantius adds, that the Senate 

4 


endeavoured to >'<conceat from the people, 
whence this festival, in itself so shameful, had 
its origin ; and, with this view, took advantage 
of the courtezan’s name, to insinuate, that 
Flora was the goddess who presided over 
flowers, and whom it was necessary, by annual 
honours, to render propitious. There are 
reasons to doubt this account of Ladtantius, 
for since the worship of Flora was estaldished 
at Rome by Tati us, king of the Sabines, and 
colleague of Romulus, she must have been 
adored by the Sabines liefore Rome itself had 
existence as a city. The Floral games, how- 
ever, did not commence till five hundred and 
thirteen years after the building of Rome ; and 
the method of defraying the expence of them 
is a new 'argument against LaCtantius ; for, as 
they who had usurped the lands belonging to 
the commonwealth were condemned to pay a 
fine, which fine was applied towards the charges 
of the Floraha, it could not, therefore, be the 
money which Flora, or any other courtezan, 
had set a})art for the purpose. From the above 
period to the year 580, they were not celebra- 
ted annually, t>ut only when bad seasons re- 
quired it , or, when so commanded by the book 
ot the Sibyls, a fresh argument against La€tan- 
tius Lastly, in the year 580, it was thought 
proper to publish an edift, by which it was or- 
dered, that these games should be celebrated 
annually this edi£l was occasioned by the bad 
weather in the spring, which the Romans had 
severely experienced Of this, Ovid furnishes 
the proof, by making Flora relate, that she 
suftered the blossoms of the trees and vines to 
perish, in revenge on the Romans, who had 
neglefied the due celebration of her rites ; bj 
which conduct she obliged the Senate to decree, 
that, in consequence of a good crop, the Flo- 
ralia should be annually obseived* the crop 
happened to be good, and the decree was en- 
forced under the consulship of Posthumus and 
Laenas. Flora’s image in the temple of Castor 
and Pollux, was dressed in a close habit, hold- 
ing in her hands the flowers of peas and beans. 
The poets and painters have displayed her 
charms in the most lavish manner, and not 
without reason, since no part of nature affords 
such innocent and exquisite entertainment to 
the sight and the smell, as the variety which 
Ss2 
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. iuioras) an^ the odours which embalm her pro 
( ductf.‘ The Flow/’ says Spence, ** of the 
Great Puke’s gallery at Florence, is almost 
naked, and niarked out by the loose nosegay 
of flowers, which she seems to have just ga- 
thered, and to hold up, as pleased with the 
beauties of them : she is sometimes crowned 
With flowers too, and, at others, holds a crown 
or chaplet of them in her hands here she has 
only a little flying robe; but in her famous 
figure at the Farnese palace, she is fuller dress- 
ed. Her robe was of a changeable silk, and of 
as many colours as the flowers with which she 
was usually adorned, as we may learn from the 
poets, though we could not from the marble ” 
It should, notwithstanding, be added, that 
theie was at Rome a courtezan called Flora, of 
whom Pompey was enamoured, and who was 
so beautiful as to serve for the archetype of 
beauty to the painters, and an ornament to the 
temple of Castor and Pollux. 

FLOR ALIA, games of Flora SeeOames. 

FLORIDA, flowry, a name of Juno. 

FLL’ONIA, a name of Venus, so called, because 
she assisted women in their periodical disorders 
It was ascribed likewise to Juno, for a similar 
reason 

FLU VI ALES, Nymphs of the rivers. 

FO, OR FOE, an idol of the Chinese, he was oii- 
ginally worshipped in the Indies, and trans- 
porteii from thence into China, together with 
the fables which abound of him in the books 
of the Indians. They relate that Fo was born 
in that part of the Indies which the Chinese 
call Cbwg tun cbo; that his father was kiftg of 
that country, and that his mother, when she 
conceived him, almost constantly dreamed she 
had swallowed an elephanL He was no sooner 
born than he stood upright, and walked seven 
paces, pointing with one hand to the heavens, 
and with the other to the earth, uttering dis- 
tmftly these words. Then « none in the heaven, 
or on the earth, that ought to be adored but myietf 
At the age of sventeen he married three wives , 
at nineteen, he retired to a solitary place, and 
put himself under the guidance of four philo- 
sophers , and at thirty, was inspired by the 
Divinity, and looked upon himself as a god 
He is said to have performed most wonderful 
things, which the Chinese have described in 


several volumes, and represented by figures. 
It is scarcely credible how many Were the dis- 
ciples of this chimerical god, for they reckon 
eighty thousand who w^i'e employed in disse- 
minatmg his tenets over the East, amongst 
whom were ten of greater distin6tion, who 
published five thousand volumes in honour of 
tlieir master. Finding himself near death, he 
declared to Ins disciples, that till that moment 
he had concealed the truth in figurative and 
inetaphoi leal expressions, but that now he 

would reveal the mysteries of his doArine 

“ Learn then,” said he, that the principle 
of all things is emptiness and nothing, from 
nothing all things proceeded, and into nothing 
all will return, and this is the end of all our 
hopes ” But some 6f his disciples adhered to 
what he had formerly taught them, and their 
doctrine is diredtiy opposite to athesim * how- 
ever, the last words of this impostor laid the 
foundation of tliat celebrated distinction which 
is made in his doCtrine of interior and exterior. 
His disciples, after his death, published a great 
number of fables concerning him, and easily 
persuaded the people, that Fo had been bom 
eight thousand times ; that his soul had suc- 
cessively passed through several different ani- 
mals, and that he had appeared in the figure 
of an ape, a dragon, an elephant, &c. In con- 
sequence of this persuasion, these different 
creatures, through which the soul of Fo was 
said to have passed, were worshipped in seve- 
ral places, which greatly increased the num- 
ber of idols in China. The idolatries of Fo, 
it is said, were introduced into China about 
the 65th year of the Christian era, by the em- 
peror Ming ti, who recollecting a sentence 
which Confucius had often repeated. That the 
most holy was td he Jound in the West, dispatched 
ambassadors to the Indies, to discover who this 
saint was, and to seek for the true law which 
he taught. The ambassadors supposed they 
had found him among the worshippers of the 
idol Fo, which occasioned the introducing that 
religion into China. There are in every pro- 
vince of China certain mountains whereon 
there are idbl temples to this god, which 
have greater credit than the rest : the Chinese 
go in pilgrimage to these temples, and when 
they are come to the foot of the mountain. 
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tliey kneel down, and prostrate themselves at 
every step of its ascent. Such as cannot go 
these pilgrimages, purchase a large printed 
sheet, in the middle of which is the figure of 
the god Fo, to which they pay their adora- 
tion. 

FONTEIA, a vestal Virgin. 

FONTANALIA, or FONTINALIA, arcligioiis 
feast held among the Romans in honour of the 
deities who presided over fountains or springs, 
celebrated on the 13th ofOfkober. Varro ob- 
serves, that it was then usual to visit their 
wells to crown them with flowers, and to throw 
nosegays into the fountains Scaliger, in his 
conjeftures on Varro, takes this not to be the 
feast of fountains, as Festus insinuates, but of 
the fountain which had a temple at Rome near 
the Forta Capena, called also Porta FonUnalis 
he adds, that it is of this fountain Cicero speaks 
in his second book De Legibus. 

FORCE, daughter of Styx, and Sister of Strength 
and Zeal. 

FORCULUS, one of the suborAnate Roman 
deities. His oflice was to preside over the 
door 

FORDICIDIA, a feast among the Romans, held 
on the 15th of April, thus called from forda, a 
cow with calf, and caedo, to slay or sacrifice , be- 
cause, in this feast, such cows were sacrificed to 
Tellus, or the Earth. Varro says, that several 
of these cows were sacrified m the curiae ; Livy 
and Dionysius Halicarnassus, that there was 
one in each curiae, so that there were thirty in 
all, which is confirmed by Ovid. The Fordi- 
cidia were first instituted by Numa, on occa- 
sion of a general barrenness among the cattle 
he adds, that part of these cows were sacrificed 
in the temple of Jupiter, that is, in the Ca- 
pitol 

FORNACALIA, a feast among the ancient Ro- 
mans in honour of Fornax, the goddess of 
ovens. The grand Curio proclaimed the time 
of celebration every year on the 12th of the 
calends of March. It was solemnized with 
performing sacrifices before the mouth of an 
oven, in which they dried their com, baked 
bread, &c. This feast owes its origin to 
Numa ; and the Quirinalia were instituted for 
the sake of such as had not kept the Fornacalia. 
See Qusrinalia. 


FORNAX, goddess of Ovens. SeeForna aha. 

FORS FORTUNA,FORTIS FORTUNA,name3 
of the goddess Fortune. 

FORTUNA, OR FORTUNE, was thought to 
have so great a share in human affairs, that il 
IS no uonder she was deified by the ancients 
The poet Pindar makes her one of the Parcac 
or Destinies, and daughter of Jupiter Juvenal 
IS not a little seveic upon his countrymen for 
this choice, ond Hoi ace expresses, if not an 
absolute contempt for, yet, at best, but a mean 
opinion of this deity whatever sentiments, 
however, the philosophcis or poets entertained 
of her, she was not lessened in the sight of the 
vulgar, who paid her much veneration The 
Romans had a male as well as a female Fortune, 
for the obje<!^s of their adoration , the For tuna 
Vinlii, honoured by the men, and the Foilima 
Miiliibns, honoured by the women. Foitune, 
it IS probable, was invoked fiom the earliest 
times, since the scriptuie speaks of Gad invok- 
ed by Leah, and this Gad bt Augustine takes 
to have been Foitune The Greeks eie^ied 
many temples to her she had one at Coi inth, 
and a chapel at Aegina, with a statue, having 
beside it a winged Cupid, probably to signify, 
that m love Fortune has a greater influence 
than beauty m that of Elis, she had in her 
hand the cornucopia but the most suitable 
symbol was that which the Boeotians gave her, 
by representing her as holding Plutus in her 
aims under the form of an infant, and this, 
says Pausanias, is ingeniously devised, to place 
the god of riches in the hands of foitune, as if 
she liad been his mother and nurse. Ancus 
Marcius, king of the Romans, was the first who 
built, at Rome, a temple to this deity, under 
the title ofFortuna Vinlis, or Manly Foitune, 
because courage, no less than good luck, is 
requisite to the acquisition of vidlory Servius 
Tullius built a temple to Fortune in the Ca- 
pitol , and Domitian consecrated to her a cha- 
pel. She was also particularly worshipped at 
Antium ; but her principal temple was atPrae- 

neste, whence she was called Praenestina 

The following insciiption to the goddess For- 
tune is said to have been dug up in Lancashire, 
by the iivcr Medlock, in the year 1612 For- 
tuna Conserva Tbici L SruEciA Niue Mar 
Tics 3 Leg vi. vicx. It seems* to have been 
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an altar dedicated to Fortune by Luctui Sene- 
cianius Martius, the third in cpnimand of the 
sixth legion, which lemained at York with 
Serving aftei- he had vanquished Albinus, ge- 
neral of the Britons, and reduced their state 
under obedience. This legion was surnanied 

Vi&nx The names of Fortune, (which arc 

explained in alphabetical order,) were Aurea, 
Barbata, Bona. Brevis, Caeca, Conservati ix, 
Equestris, Felix, Fors Fortuna, Fords For- 
tuna. Mala, Manimosa, Mascula, Muliebns, 
Manens, Obsequeus, Parva, Piaenestina, Pri- 
migenia, Privata, Propria, Redux, Regia, 
Respiciens, Stala, Vertens, Virgo, Viscata, 
and Viscosa. Horace describes this goddess as 
preceded by Necessity, holding nails and wedges 
in her hands, with a cramping-iron, and molten 
lead to fasten it ; rarely accompanied with Fi- 
delity, unless when she abandons a family; for, 
in that case. Fidelity never fails to depart with 
her, as well as friends The paintei's represent 
her in a female habit, with a bandage before 
her eyes, to shew that she adls without discern- 
ment, standing on a wheel, to express her in- 
stability ' the Romans assign to her a ebrnu- 
copia, and the helm of a ship, to shew that she 
distributes riches, and directs the afl^irs of the 
world . sometimes she is seen pointing at a 
globe liefore her feet, with a sceptre in one 
hand, and the cornucopia in the other : she is 
likewise figured as soaring on expansive wings, 
sounding a trumpet, and her flying robe 
wrought over with eyes, ears, and tongues, 
to denote the surprize, attention, and discourse 
she excites Apelles drew her sitting, and 
being asked the reason, answered. Because 
she has never yet been at rest. ** I can re- 
colle6t but one passage in the Roman 
poets,” says the author of Polymetis, ** that 
speaks of Fortune as standing upon a wheel, 
and never saw her so I'epresented in any work 
of the ancient artists : indeed they sometimes 
represent her with wings, and a wheel by her, 
to shew her inconstancy, and sometimes without 
wings, and a wheel by her, to show that she 
presided over the expeditions of their emperors 
into other countries, and their happy return to 
their own , for where you see her thus on me- 
dals she is generally called Fortuna Redux. — 
Her most usnkl attributes are her cornucopia. 


as the giver of all riches, and the rudder in her 
hand, which is often rested on a globe, to shew 
that she is the diredtress of all worldly affairs. 
The incoherence in this goddess’s charaAer 
obliged Uie Romans to make several distinc- 
tions ; they had a Good and a Bad Fortune, 
a Constant and an Inconstant one. It should 
seem from a passage in Horace, that the Bona 
Fortuna was dressed in a rich habit, and tlie 
Mala Fortuna in a mean one. The Constant 
Fortune, or Fortuna Manens, is without wings, 
and sitting in a steady posture ; she has a horse 
by her, as an animal noted for swiftness, which 
she holds still by the bridle. The Inconstant 
Fortune is winged, as ready to take her flight. 

It was common among the old Romans to talk 
of the statues of the deities they worshipped as 
turning their faces toward them, if they as- 
sented to their prayers, and from them if they 
dissented. From this turning of the head For- 
tune had one of her titles among the Romans; 
she was called Fortuna Respicens Livy speaks 
of a Fortuna Vertens, or Averse Fortune, 
whose figure turned its head fiom you Juve- 
nal alludes to a statue of Fortune which repre- 
sented her under a very good character, as the 
patroness of the poor infants that weie expoifed 
by their parents in the streets tins Fortune was 
represented holding a naked child tenderly in 
her arms, and looking kindly upon it. '1 he 
Fortune worshipped at Antium waspiobably . 
of the most exalted charafter of any among the 
Romans. Horace seems to allude to one of the 
great solemn processions that wci e made to her. 
in this procession to the honour of Fortuna An- 
tiensis, the statue of Necessity seems to have 
been carried before the goddess herself, and 
after her the statues of Hope and Fidelity this 
she ws that she was a Fortune of a higher charac- 
ter than ordinary. Every thing she decrees is as 
fixed as Fate, and she has two of the most con- 
siderable Virtues as attendants upon her train. 
Praeneste was another place where Fortune was 
highly worshipped. Statius speaks of several 
Fortunes there, and calls them the Praenesti- 
pae Sorores: who these were, or what their 
distinguishing charafters, 1 know no more than 
I do who the three Fortunes are mentioned by 
Vitruvius : this is certain, that there were se- 
veral different ones besides those I have had oc- 
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canon to spOdc of already^ as the Fortis For- 
tuna, the Fortuna Romana, the Fortune Viri« 
lis« the Fortuna Muliebris, and many others. 
One of these Fortunes, the Fortuna Romana, 
is mentioned by Lucan, in a verse from which 
we leam, either that the Romans had taken off' 
the head of it, and put on that of Pompey in ite 
place, or that the statue was made to resemble 
Pompey’s air and features, which in the statu- 
ary language was just the same us saying that 
the happness of the Roman state depended 
wholly upon that general, or that he was their 
Good Fortune. This sort of compliment grew 
so common afterwards, under the emperors, 
that a great number of the statues which pass 
for deities at present are nothing else but em- 
perors and empresses in masquerade, particu- 
larly under the charadters of Apollo, Mars, 
and Hercules, for the former, and those ot 
Juno, Venus, and Ceres, for the latter ” 

FORTUNATAE INSULAE, or the Fortunate 
Islands^ were supposed to have been two, and 
situate in the AUantic, west of Mauritania, 
about ten thousand stadia from the African 
shore. To them the souls of the blessed wei e 
supposed to retire. The climate was represent- 
ed as salubrious and serene, and the soil as 
spontaneously abounding with every flower and 
fruit. 

FRAUD, was described with an human face, but 
a serpent’s body, having a scorpion’s sting at 
the extremity of her tail. She swims through 
tiRSTriver Cocytus, with nothing of her above 
water but her head. 

FRUCTUOSEIA, an inferior goddess among the 
Romans, whom they invoked to obtain a good 
harvest. 

FUDO, an idol of the Japanese. He had been 
aa illustrious saint of the Jammabosian order , 
and the penance he chose to perform was to sit 
through the day in the midst of a fire, which, 
it is pretended, had no power to hurt him. Be- 
fore this idol stands a burning lamp, supplied 
with the oil of an mari, orvenomous water-lizard. 
It is in the presence of Fudo that they acquit 
themselves of all the crimes laid to their charge. 
The idol at this ordeal is seated in a large fire, 
and the trial is made in the house where the 
fadt is supposed to have been committed. Here 
th^ first make use of a simple conjuration only. 


which consists in pronouncing some mysteri- 
ous words : if the evidence, by virtue of this, 
be not sufficiently clear, they proceed to the 
ordeal by fire, that is, they make the party ac- 
cused walk three times bare foot over a heap of 
burning coals. If he pass without irgury, he 
is immediately declared innocent, but if burnt, 
he is condemned as guilty. 

FUG ALIA, a Roman festival, supposed the same 
with the Regifugium. See Reg^ugutm. 

FULGENS AND TONANS, names of Jupiter. 
The emperor Augustus dedicated a temple to 
him under these titles, m which was placed a 
statue of the god, and upon it fastened a bell. 

FULMINATOR, a name of Jupiter of the same 
import with Cetaunius, which see. 

FUNERAL GAMES. See Gams 

FURIES, EUMENIUES, or DIRAE, were 
either daughters of Nox and Acheron, of Terra 
and the blood of Saturn, of the Earth and 
Darkness, of Erls, that is. Contention, or of 
Terrestrial Jupiter. Their names were Ale6to, 
Megaera,and Tisiphone, and some add a fourth, 
called Lyssa , though others reckon but one 
Fury, called Adrastia, daughter of Jupiter and 
Necessity, and the avenger of all vice As 
many crimes >\ere committed in secret, which 
could not be discovered fiom a deficiency of 
proof, it was necessary for the judges to have 
such officers ns by wonderful and various tor- 
tures should force from the criminals a confes- 
sion of their guilt. To this end the Furies, be- 
ing messengers both of the Celestial and Ter- 
restrial Jupiter, were always attendant on their 
sentence. In heaven they were called Dirae, 
(quasi Deorum irae ) or ministers of Divine ven- 
geance, in punishing the guilty after death ; 
on earth Furies, from that madness which at- 
tends the consciousness of guilt ; Ertnnys from 
the indignation and perturbations they raise 
in the mind ; Eumentdes from their placability 
to such as supplicate them, as in the instance 
of Orestes and Argos, upon his following the 
advice of Pallas ; and in hell Stygian Degs.— 
The Furies were so dreaded and revered, that 
few dared so much as to name them. They 
were suj^posed to be constantly hovering about 
those who had been guilty of any enormous 
crime. Thus Orestes hiving nuirdered his mo- 
ther Qytemnestra, was hapnted the Furies. 
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Oedipusj indeed, when blind and raving, went 
into their grove, to the astonishment of all the 
Athenians, who durst not so much as behold 
it. The Fuiies were reputed so inexorable, 
that if any person polluted with murder, in- 
cest, or any flagrant impiety, entered the tem- 
ple whicii Orestes had dedicated to them in 
Cyrcnea, a town of Arcadia, he immediately 
became mad, and was hurried fiom place to 
place, with the most restless and dreadful tor- 
tiiies Yet these severe goddesses were not 
exempt from the passion of love, as we find 
from Tisiphone, under the article Cytbacron — 
But much as they were objefts of terror, they 
had their temp'es, as at Athens, near the Areo- 
pagus, (and their priests were chosen from a- 
mong the judges of that court) , at Casina and 
Cyrenea in Arcadia , and at Carmia in the Pe 
loponnesus , but their highest solemnities were 
at Telphusia in Arcadia, where their priestesses 
w'ent by the name of Hesyebtodae, and the sa- 
crifices wci e performed at midnight, amidst a 
profound silence, a pregnant black ewe, burnt 
whole, being the VI^llm No wine was used 
in their libations, but only limpid water, or a 
liquor made of honey, whilst the wreaths or 
garlands used were formed of the daflbdil and 
crocus intermixed. My thologists have assigned 
each of these tormenti esses their proper depart- 
ment. Tisiphone is said to punish the sms 
arising from hatred and anger , Megaera those 
occasioned by envy , and Ale<5lo’the crimes of 
ambition and lust The statues of the Furies 
had nothing in them originally different fi om 
the other divinities. It was the poet Aeschylus 
who, in one of his tragedies, represented them 
in that hideous manner which proved fatal to 
many of the spectators. The description of 
these deities by the poet passed from the theatre 
to the temple henceforth they were exhibited 
as objects of the utmost horror, with Tenor, 
Rage, Paleness, and Death, for their attendants ; 
and thus seated about Pluto’s throne, whose 
ministers they were, they waited his orders 
with an impatience congenial to ttieir natures. 
The Furies are described with snakes instead 
of hair, and eyes inflamed with madness, bran- 
dishing m one hand whipsandiron chains, and 
in the other ti^ches, with a smothering flame. 
Their robes are black, and their feet of brass. 


to shew that their pursuit, though slow, is 
steady and certain. As they attended at the 
thrones of the Stygian and Celestial Jupiter, 
they had wings to accelerate their progress 
through the air, when bearing the commands 
of the gods • they struck terror into mortals, 
either by war, famine, pestilence, or the num- 
berless calamities incident to the human con- 
dition. The description of the Furies,” says 
Mr Spence, " are much more commonly to be 
met with in the works of the Roman poets than 
their figures are in the remains of the •ancient 
artists, and any painter now, that should be 
inclined to employ himself on so terrible a sub- 
ject, might get more helps from the former than 
the latter The poets speak of great numbers 
of Furies. These goddesses were looked upon 
by the Romans as the dispensers of the Divine 
vengeance, the punishers of wicked aCtions, 
both here and hereafter, and the infliCters of 
terrors, wars, and pestilence. Though Furies 
arc very uncommon in the works of the ancient 
artists, yet there is one subjeCt in which they 
are generally introduced by them what I mean 
is the death of Meleager, m the relievos of 
which they are often represented as encourag- 
ing 01 urging Althaea to burn the fatal brand 
on which tl.e life of her only son depended — 
In a copy of one of these rehevos, published in 
the Admirandu, there are two women stand- 
ing by the altar with Althaea, who are proba- 
bly meant for Furies in the original, though 
the copy scarce represents them horrid enough 
for that character ; but what is most to be ob- 
served in that piece is a round or medallion 
about the midst of it, with the evident head of 
a Fury upon it : this might be what Althaea a(i- 
dressed her prayers to, whenever she wished 
ill to her neighboura, or whenever she was go- 
ing to do any evil aCtion. Ovid introduces her 
as invoking the Furies on this occasion in par- 
ticular, and makes her give more than one 
reason for her doing so. The Furies are de- 
scribed by the poets of a vast size, and very 
terrible to behold. They are old, squalid, and 
meagre ; their cheeks pale, and sometimes with 
a sort of feverish flush on them. The ppets 
give them a dark robe, bound round them with 
a serpent, and vipers about their heads: they 
sometimes too hold vipers in their hands, ai)d 
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•ometimes common whips or torches^ all as in- 
struments of punishment. The poets gene- 
rally speak of them as tormenting the wicked 
for their crimes, or precipitating them into 
mischief ; and, on some particular occasions, 
as attending on the throne of Jupiter ; as stand- 
ing round the throne of Pluto, in his great 
council-hall ; and as waiting at the gates of 
Tartarus.” 

In these observations this ingenious writer evi- 
dently appears to be mistaken, especially in 
reference to the death of Meleager ; for the fi- 
gures he there supposes to be the Furies, were 
no other than the Fates. By the Grecian ar- 
tists the Furies, whom Sophocles stiles mi 
iMUf, ever vif^ins, are represented as young 
and beautiful, sometimes with, and at others 
without, serpents twining round their heads. 
On a vase of terra cotta, from the Porcinari ca- 
binet at Naples, represented in the second vo- 
lume of Sir William Hamilton’s vases, they 
are painted with naked arms, and in their hands 
serpents and torches earnest in the pursuit of 
Orestes. Diflerent bas-relievos of the Romans, 


representing the same subjeA, charaAerize 
these avenging divinities by the same youth 
and beauty. 

we seat ch for the meaning of this fable, Abbe 
le Fluche tells us, that the Egyptians used these 
figures to denote the three months of autumn 
the serpent was the hieroglyphic of life, light, 
and happiness, and the torch the public indi- 
cation of a sacrifice. All this is elucidated from 
tiie names of these visionary beings, which are 
derived from circumstances relating to the vin- 
tage. Ale£io, from le^t, to gatber, Tisiphone, 
from isapban, to inclose, or i&n/«, whence tseponeb, 
the time of putting wine into pitchers ; and Me- 
gaera, from migberab, the sinking of the dregs, 
or the clarifying of the wine. 

Thus of the Furies in general ; for a particular 
description of the three chief ones, see the ar- 
ticles Medto, Megaera, and Tmpbone. . 

FURY, is represented as a goddess by Virgil and 
Petronius. She is sometimes described chained, 
sometimes raging and revelling, with her fet- 
ters broken Virgil describes her as bound in 
chains ; Petronius as unbound, and at liberty. 
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GAL 

Gabina, a name of Juno, from Gabii, a city 
of the Volsci, where Romulus and Remus were 
educated. 

GAD See For tuna 

GALAESUS, a venerable charafter in the Ac- 
neid, who was killed whi'st attempting to me- 
diate a peace between Turnus and Aeneas 
GALANTHIADIA, asolemnsaciificeatThebes, 
offeied to Galanthias, one of Praetua* daughters, 
before the festival of Heiculcs, by whose older 
it was first instituted 
GALANTHIAS. ^t^GalanihiadM 
GALANl Ills, maid of Alcniena, wife of Am- 
phitryon, king of Thebes. When Juno sat at 
the gate of Amphitryon, with her legs across, 
and her fingers interwoven, in ordei, by this 
sort of spell, to prevent Alcmenu’s delivery, 
Galanthis ran hastily out with the news that 
her imsticss wa-i delivcied, upon which the 
goddess starting up, bioke the enchantment, 
and Alcmenabi ought forth Hci;cules and Iphi- 
clus, and some add, Laodamia Juno was so 
incensed at Galanthis, that she turned her into 
a weasel. Pausanias, however, differs in re- 
lating this story He says, that thei e were seen 
at Thebes tlie figures of certain women, called 
^xp/iccKiStf, winch Juno had sent to hinder Ale- 
mena’b delivery, and that the daughter of Ti- 
resias, whose name was Histoiis, or Historides, 
deceived them, by ^saying Alcmena was deli- 
veied In Pliny’s time, the posture here de- 
scribed was taken for an enchantment , since, 
to sit near a pi egn ant woman, or any person 
taking medicine, with fingers fastened in form 
of a comb, was reckoned sorcery 
GALATAEA ANDGALATHAEA,a sea-nymph 
daughter of Kerens and Dons She was be- 
loved by the Cj clops Polyphemus, whom shej 
despised for the beautiful Sicilian shephei d ! 
Atis, son of Faunus and Simetheis, at which 
the giant was so ii ritated, that he crushed Acis 
with a rock See Acts. 

GALATEA Sec Etdusia 
Gi^LAXlA, a Giecian festival, in which they 
boiled a mixture of barley, pulse, and milk. 


GAL 

called by the Greeks yasXeg** Meursius is of 
opinion it belonged to Apollo. 

GALAXIUS, a name of Apollo. See Daphne- 
photta. 

GALLANTES, among the Romans a surname 
given to the priests of Cybele, whence the 
modern terms gallant and gallantry have been 
foi med 

GALLl, priests of the goddess Cybele, called The 
mother of the gods. They were eunuchs, and 
took their name from Gallus, a river in Phry- 
gia. The Galli were of Phrygian institution, 
but the oi del spread over Gi eecc, Syria, Africa, 
and the whole Roman empiie When a young 
man was to be initiated into this piiesthood, 
the custom was for him to throw off his clothes, 
and to come crying aloud into the midst of the 
troop, wheie he was to draw a swoid, and cas- 
trate himself, after this he ran about the 
streets, cairying in his hands the maiks of 
his mutilation, which he was to throw into an 
house, and in that house to put on the habit 
of a female They made themselves eunuchs 
in honour of Attys, favourite of Cybele, w ho 
l^ad castrated himself under a pine tree ; [[But 
see Attys J for which reason they wore garlands 
of pine , and in the sacred rites of this goddess 
imitated her lamentation for the loss of Attys, 
beating their breasts, and tearing their haii. 
They carried about the image of Cybele on an 
ass, in order to get alms, and sung verses all 
over the country. When they came to a village 
they stopped the ass ; immediately one of them 
sounded a pipe, the rest threw their tiarae, or 
Phrygian bonnets on the ground, and fell into 
furious agitations, cutting and wounding them- 
selves in various parts of their bodies ; whilst 
the people, who took this fanaticism for an aG; 
of religion, gave them money, di led figs, cheese, 
wine, &c. The ass himself partook of this 
bounty of the speftators, they bunging him 
corn in abundance The custom of these im- 
postors, in travelling about with the statue of 
Cybele on an ass, is mentioned by Phaedrus. 
Their frenzy, at the time of the sacrifices to 
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Cybele, consisted in toaung their heads vrith 
grecU: rapidity, and violently contorting their 
bodies and limbs, they used drums and flutes, 
and danced to the sound. St. Augustin re- 
presents these pi iests as most debauched and 
infamous, and calls them a gang of villains 
At Rome they were suffered to parade through 
the city, and beg tiom door to door. Cicero 
speaking of them, quotes a law which allowed 
the priests of Cybele to beg on certain days, at 
the same time forbidding all otliere St Je- 
rom, by mistake, supposed these Galli were 
natives ot Gaul It is certain thewmshipof 
Cybele was prior to the irruption of the tran- 
salpine Gauls into that part of Asia Minor, 
called fioin them Gallo-Gtaicia , and it is not 
piobable the Asiatics should, befoie that time, 
fceek for priests to their goddess in a countiy 
bo remote and little known to them The 
h’gh-pnestol theC alli w'as called Aubt-Gallu^ 
TheGalli themselves were also called Argyriae, 
Menagyttae, and Mdragyrtae Some hold the 
Gal 1 to be the same with the Daflyli, Coiyban- 
te<t, and Cuntes , to which articles the reader is 
reteried. 

CALLUS SeeAh&ryon 

G AMELIA, a nuptial least, or lathcr sacrifice, 
among the ancient Greeks, on the day befoic 
a marriage it was thus called fioin mar- 

ruige , whence also yctfAtXi^, was an epithet both 
of Jupitei and Juno, coiisideied as presiding 
over man lage 

GAMES, regular diversions or spoits, prescrib- 
ed and limited by rules , but those of wliuh 
we here treat, shews or public repi esentations 
used among the ancients on religious, Jmu'tal, 
festive, honorary, and otiier solemn occasions 
such among the Greeks were the Olympian, 
Pythian, Isthmian, and Ncmaean These weie 
peculiarly stiled sacred, because they were ce- 
lebrated in honour of gods, or deified hcioes, 
and always began and ended with saeiifice — 
The viftors in these games were highly levered 
they rode home m a triumphal chariot, weie 
complimented with the first places at all shews, 
and ever after maintained at the public ex- 
pence • nor did this tribute of respect terminate 
in the viftors alone ; the city that gave them 
birth, their relations, particularly their parents, 
participated also in their honour. The prin- 

S 


cipal exercises used at these Giecian games, 
were leaping, running, ibrowing, darting, and 
wrestling. Besides these liye exercises, called 
the ntvTatxoK, there were some others of a dif- 
ferent nature, such as horse and chariot races, 
and the contests of musicians, poets, and ar- 
tists. The care and management of these 
games belonged, for tiie most jxirt, to the 
Eleans, who enjoyed their possessions without 
molestation, or tear ot war or violence, in con- 
sideration of the Olympian Games They ap- 
pointed a certain mini lei ol judges, named 
ExxiiveiMoti, who weic to take caio, that such as 
ottered themselves to lontcnd, performed then 
pieparatoiy exercises At the solemnity the^ 
sat naked, having before them tiic pii/e oi 
Clown of vi<5loiy, which was presented to 
whomsoever they adjudged it Women were 
not allowed to be present at these games, and 
it any woman was tound to have p.issed the 
1 IS er Alpheus, during the solemnity, she w as to 
be thrown headlong tioni a lock 1 be most ic- 
inaikablc, and at the same time the most inag- 
nihcent m his oxpenccs, ol all the competitors 
in them, was Alcihiadcs, who ‘'Cat seven cha- 
iiots, and at one solemnity obUined the first, 
second, and louith piucs Amoiia the Ro- 

mans theie were thicc sorts of Games, saind, 
Imoi aty, ami ludiit Otis ^ and Ausonius ohseivcs 
a distinction, somewhat ol the same kind as 
in those of the Greeks, two ot then celebrated 
games being dedicated to gods, and two to 
lieroes. Sacred Games were those instituted 
in honour of some deity, of winch kind weie 
theCcicales, Floialcs, Maitiales, Apollinaics, 
Magalcnses, Romani Coiisualcs, or t'lrccnscs, 
Capitoliii), Seculares, I'leleii, Coinpitalitii, 
Augustales, Palitmi, and Votivi 'i othis ( lass 
may also bercicircd, those {clebiatcd in me- 
mory ot some illustrious person or ailion, as 
the Ludi Neioniani, A^iiaci, &c. Iloiioiary 
Games were those exhibited by piivate poisons 
at their own expence, in ordci to gratify the 
jicople, or ingratiate themselves with them, 
as candidates for offices in the state Such 
were the Scenic Games, combats of gladiators, 
tragedies, comedies, and other theatric and 
amphitheatnc sports. Ludicrous Games were 
of the same kind with the games of exercise 
and hazard among us such were the Ludus 

Tt2 
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Trojanus, or Pyrrhius; the Tesserae and 
Tali, or Pice ; the Latrunculi, or Chess ; the 
Discus, or Quoit, the Piia, or Fall, Trochus, 
Top ; Nuces, or Par ct impai. Even and Odd 
with nuts, Harpastruni, loot-ball; Capita vel 
navcni. Cross and Pile, &c. Othera distin- 
guish the ancient Roman Games into three 
classes, races, combats, and spectacles. The 
first were called Equestrian, or Curule Games, 
being races of horses and chariots performed 
in the Circus m honour of the Sun and Nep- 
tune. The second were called Agonales, or 
Gymnici, being combats of men or beasts in 
the amphitheati e, dedicated to Mars and Mi- 
nerva. The third, called Scenici, Poetici, and 
Musici, were tragedies, comedies, dances, &c 
represented on the theatres, sacred to Venus, 
Bacchus, Apollo, and Minerva. Authors men- 
tion a decree of the Roman Senate, by which 
it was enacted, that the public games should 
be consecrated and incorporated with the wor- 
ship of the gods accordingly, feasts, sacri- 
fices, and games, appear to have made up the 
greatest part, or rather the whole, of the ex- 
ternal homage offered to the deities of the Ro- 
mans So much of games in general, among 
the Greeks and Romans, the particulars of 
which are set forth under the word Games, in 
the following order. 

GAMES Actiac, or the iMdiQmnquennales, were 
instituted by Augustus Caesar after hi!> victory 
over Antony, which, to render famous with 
posterity, he built the city Nicopolis, near 
ACtium, the scene of battle, on purpose to 
hold these games, whence they are called JJidt 
Acltact. They consisted of shows of gladiators, 
wrestlers, and other exercises, and were cele- 
hiated as \vell at Rome as at Nicopolis. The 
proper curators of them were the four colleges 
•f priests, the Pontifices, the Augurs, the Sep- 
temviri, and Quindecemviri. Nero, after the 
manner of the Grecians, instituted Quinquen- 
nial games, at which the most celebrated mas- 
ters of music, horse-racing, wrestling, &c. con- 
tended for the prize. The same exercises were 
lierformed in the Qumquinneal games of Do- 
mitian, dedicated to Jupiter Capitolinus, toge- 
ther with the competitions of orators and poets, 
at which Statius had once the ill fortune to 
fail, as he complains in his poems. From Sue- 


tonius and Dion Chrysostom it should seem, 
that Augustus was the founder of these games; 
but Strabo, more exaCt, informs us, that they 
were celebrated at the promontory of ACtium, 
in Epirus, long befoie him; and, that he only 
renewed them, added to their solemnity, and 
ordered them to be repeated every five years ; 
whereas before, they were exhibited eveiy third 
year, with dancing, wrestling, horse and ship, 
racing An ox was also killed for the flies, 
which being glutted with his blood, flew ofl^and 
wei e seen no more. 

GAMES Apollinabian, or Ludi Apolltnares, ce- 
lebrated in honour of Apollo They owe 
their original to an old prophetic sort of 
poem casually found, in which the Romans 
were advised, if they wished to drive out the 
troops of their enemies, which infested their 
borders, to institute yearly games to Apollo ; 
and at the time of their celebration, make a 
collection out of the public and pi ivate stocks 
for a present to the god ; appointing ten men 
to take care they were observed with the same 
ceremonies as in Greece. Macrobius relates, 
that the farst time these games were holden, an 
alarm being given by the enemy, the people 
immediately marched out against them, and 
during the fight saw a cloud of arrows discharg- 
ed from the sky on the troops of the foe, which 
put them to a disorderly flight, and secured 
the victory to the Romans These games, at 
first, were not fixed, but kept every year upon 
what day the Praetor thought fit, till about the 
J45th year of the city, when a law passed to 

confine them for ever to the Jth of July. 

This alteration was occasioned by a grievous 
{flague then raging in Rome, which they thought 
might, in some measure, be allayed by that aCt 
of religion. 

GAMES OF Augustus, Ludi Augustales, and 
Palatini, both instituted in honour of Augus- 
tus, after he had been enrolled in the number 
of the gods, the former by the common con- 
sent of the people, and the latter by his wife 
Livia. These were always celebrated in the 
palace, and were both continued by the suc- 
ceeding emperors, on the 4th of October. ^ 

GAMES Capitoline, Ludi Capitolini, were in- 
stituted in honour of Jupiter CapitoliniB, on 
account of the preservation of his temifle'from 
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the Oauls by CamiUus. Plutarch tells us, that 
a part of the ceremony consisted in the public 
cryer’s putting up the Hetrurians to sale by 
au^ton. They also took an old man, tying a 
golden bulla to his neck, such as were worn by 
children, and exposed him to public derision 
Festus says they dressed him in a pretexta, and 
hung a bulla at his neck, not as accounting 
him a child, but because this was an ornament of 
the kings ofHetruria. There was also another 
kind of Capitoline Games, called Agones Capi- 
toltm, instituted by Domitian, and celebrated 
every five years, wherein there were rewards of 
crowns and collars bestowed on the victorious 
poets, and put on their heads by the emperor 
himself These Games became so celebrated, 
that the manner of counting time by Lustres, 
which had obtained till then, was changed, and 
they began to count by Capitoline Games, as 
the Greeks by Olympiads These were notin 
stituted for poets alone, but also for athlctae, 
orators, historians, comedians, musicians, &c 

GAMES oi Castor and Pollux. The Romans 
instituted these Games in tlieii wai with the 
Latins, who had abandoned the Romans, and 
joined the Tarquins. 1 lie Dictator Aldus 
Postliumius made a solemn vow to exhibit 
these games in honour of the two heioes, if he 
were successful in that expedition , and the 
Senate, in confirmation of the Di<5iator’s vow, 
passed an a£t for their annual exhibition. No- 
thing exceeded the magnificent pomp with 
which these games were ushered in, and ac- 
companied. A procession commenced at the 
Capitol, and paraded through the Forum to tlie 
Circus, where the games were exhibited , this 
was preceded by the children of the Equestrian 
order on horse-back, the plebeians marching on 
foot , the former composed so many troops, 
and the latter companies, of soldiers, that 
strangers, who flocked in crowds to the specta- 
cle, and were received on the occasion with all 
possible regal d, might seethe lesources which 
Rome had in that illustrious body of youth. — 
This procession, followed by chariots drawn 
by two and four horses, and the knights who 
were to run in the Circus, was closed by the 
Athletae, or wrestlers, who were the champi- 
ons in these Games. 

GAMES OF Ceres, Ludi Cereales, solemn sports 


in honour of Ceres, borrowed from the Eleu- 
sinia of Greece. In these games the matrons 
lepresented the grief and lamentations of Ceres 
fqr the loss of her daughter Proserpine, and her 
travels to find her. They were held from the 
day before the ides of April, eight days toge- 
ther, in the Circus, where, besides the combats 
of horsemen and other diversions, was led up 
the potnpa Cerunsu, or Cerealu, consisting of a 
solemn procession of the persons who were to 
engage m the exercises, accompanied with the 
magistiates and women ot quality, the statues 
of the gods, and of famous men being carried 
in chariots of state 

GAMES CiRCENsiAN, Games of the Circus, Cm- 
clnsisLudi, a general term under which was 
comprehended all combats and contests exhi- 
bited in the Circus at Rome, of what kind so- 
ever, whether on foot, on hoiseback, orm cha- 
riots , wrestling or boxing , with swords, pikes, 
darts, or arrows , against men or against beasts, 
on the ground, or in vessels Some say the 
Circensian Games were so called from the La- 
tin iiuumnucs, because they weie held in a place 
encompassed round with naked swords, that 
the combatants might not have an opportunity 
of escaping. At first they are said to have been 
exhibited on the banks of the Tiber, and the 
ground encompassed towards the land with na- 
ked swords. Most of the feasts of the Romans 
were accompanied with Cercensian Games, and 
the magistrates, or other officers of the republic, 
frequently, and on various occasions, presented 
the people with them The principal were held 
for five days together, commencing on the 1.5th 
of September 

GAMES Comfit alitian, Ludi Compitalitii, so 
called from the compita, or cross -tvays, where 
they were instituted and celebiatcd by the rude 
multitude that assembled before the building 
of Rome They seem to have been negledled 
for many years, till Servius Tullius revived 
them. They were holden during the Compi- 
taha, or feasts of the Lares, who presided as 
well over the streets as houses Suetonius tells 

us that Augustus ordered the Lares to be crown - 
cd twice-a-year at the Compitalitian Games 
with flowers. This crowning the household 
gods, and ofiering sacrifices in the streets, 
made the greatest part of the solemnity. 
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Trojanxis, or Pyrrhius; the Tesserae and 
Talif or Pice , the Latrunculi, or Chess ; the 
Discus, or Quoit» the Pila, or Pall , T rochus. 
Top ; Nuces, or Paret iinpar. Even and Odd 
with nuts , Harpastruni, I oot-ball ; Capita vel 
naveni. Cross and Pile, &c. Othei's distin- 
guish the ancient Roman Games into three 
classes, races, combats, and spectacles. The 
first were called Equestrian, or Curule Games, 
being races of horses and chariots performed 
in the Circus m honour of the Sun and Nep- 
tune. The second were called Agonales, or 
Gymnici, being combats of men or beasts in 
the amphitheati e, dedicated to Mars and Mi- 
nerva Thetbi/rf, called Scenici, Poetici, and 
Musici, were tragedies, comedies, dances, &c 
represented on the theatres, sacred to Venus, 
Bacchus, Apollo, and Minerva Authors men- 
tion a decree of the Roman Senate, by which 
it was enacted, that the public games should 
be consecrated and incorporated with the wor- 
ship of the gods, accordingly, feasts, sacii- 
fices, and games, appear to have made up the 
greatest part, or rather the whole, of the ex- 
ternal homage offered to the deities of the Ro- 
mans So much of games in general, among 
the Greeks and Romans, the particulars of 
which are set forth under the word Games, in 
the following order. 

GAMES Actiac, or the Ludi Qutnquennales, were 
instituted by Augustus Caesar after his victory 
over Antony, which, to render famous with 
posterity, he built the city Nicopolis, near 
ACtium, the scene of battle, on purpose to 
hold these games, whence they are called Ludt 
Ai^taci. They consisted of shows of gladiators, 
wrestlers, and other exercises, and were cele- 
biated as well at Rome as at Nicopolis. The 
proper curators of them were the four colleges 
•f priests, the Pontifices, the Augurs, the Sep- 
temviri, and Quindeceniviri. Nero, after the 
manner of the Grecians, instituted Quinquen- 
nial games, at which the most celebrated mas- 
ters of music, horse-racing, wrestling, &c. con- 
tended for the prize. The same exercises were 
performed in the Quinquinneal games of Do- 
mitian, dedicated to Jupiter Capitolinus, toge- 
ther with the competitions of orators and poets, 
at which Statius had once the ill fortune to 
fail, as he complains in his poems. From Sue- 


tonius and Dion Chrysostom it should seem, 
that Augustus was the founder of these games; 
but Strabo, more exaCt, informs us, that they 
were celebrated at the promontory of AClium, 
in Epirus, long befoie him; and, that he only 
renewed them, added to their solemnity, and 
ordered them to be repeated every five years ; 
whereas before, they were exhibited every third 
year, with dancing, wrestling, horse and ship- 
racing An ox was also killed for the files, 
which being glutted with his blood, fiew ofi^ and 
wei e seen no more. 

GAMES Apollinarian, or Litdi ApolUnares, ce- 
lebrated in honour of Apollo They owe 
their original to an old prophetic sort of 
poem casually found, in which the Romans 
were advised, if they wished to drive out the 
troops of their enemies, which infested their 
borders, to institute yearly games to Apollo ; 
and at the time of their celebration, make a 
colledlion out of the public and pi ivate stocks 
for a present to the god ; appointing ten men 
to take care they were obseivedwith the same 
ceremonies as in Greece Macrobius relates, 
that the hrst time these games were holden, an 
alarm being given by the enemy, the people 
immediately marched out against them, and 
during the fight saw a cloud of arrows discharg- 
ed from the sky on the troops of the foe, which 
put them to a disorderly flight, and secured 
the victory to the Romans These games, at 
first, weic not fixed, but kept every year upon 
what day the Praetor thought fit, till about the 
345 th year of the city, when a law passed to 

confine them for ever to the 3th of July. 

This alteration was occasioned by a grievous 
plague then raging in Rome, which they thought 
might, in some measure, be allayed by that a£t 
of religion 

GAMES OF Augustus, Ludi Augustales, and 
Palatini, both instituted in honour of Augus- 
tus, after he had been enrolled in the number 
of the gods, the former by the common con- 
sent of the people, and the latter by his wife 
Livia. These were always celebrated in the 
palace, and were both continued by the suc- 
ceeding emperors, on the 4th of Oftober.'^ 

GAMES Cafitoline, Ludi Capitolini, welf» in- 
stituted in honour of Jupiter Capitolinas, on 
account of the preservation of his temple^from 
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the Oauls by CamiUus. Plutarch tells us, that 
a part of the ceremony consisted in the public 
cryer’s putting up the Hetrurians to sale by 
auction. They also took an old man, tying a 
golden bulla to his neck, such as were worn by 
children, and exposed him to public derision. 
Festus says they dressed him in a pretexts, and 
hung a bulla at his neck, not as accounting 
him a child,but because this was an oi iiamcnt of 
the kings ofHetruria. There was also anothei 
kind of Oipitolme Games, called Agones Caps- 
tolint, instituted by Domitian, and celebrated 
every five years, wherein there were rewards of 
crowns and collars bestowed on the victorious 
poets, and put on their heads by the emperor 
himself These Games became so celebrated, 
that the manner of counting time by Lustres, 
which had obtained till then, was changed, and 
they began to count by Capitoline Games, as 
the Greeks by Olympiads These were not in 
stituted for poets alone, but also for atlilctae, 
orators, historians, comedians, musicians, &c 

GAMES ot Castor and Pollux. The Romans 
instituted these Games in then wai with the 
Latins, who had abandoned tlie Romans, and 
joined the Tarquins. The Diitator Aulus 
Posthumius made a solemn vow to exhibit 
these games in honour of the two heiocs, if he 
were successful in that expedition , and the 
Senate, m confirmation oi the Dilator’s vow, 
passed an a<5t for their annual exhibition. No- 
thing exceeded the magnificent pomp with 
which these games were ushered in, and ac- 
companied A procession commenced at the 
Capitol, and paraded through the Forum to the 
Circus, where the games were exhibited , this 
was preceded by the children of the Equestrian 
order on horse-back, the plebeians marching on 
foot , the former composed so many troops, 
and the latter companies, of soldiers, that 
strangers, who flocked in crow ds to the sjieila- 
cle, and were received on the occasion with all 
possible regard, might see the lesources which 
Rome had in that illustrious body of youth. — 
This procession, followed by chariots drawn 
by two and four horses, and the knights who 
were to run in the Circus, was closed by the 
Athletae, or wrestlers, who were the champi- 
ons in these Games. 

GAMES OF Ceres, Ludi Cereales, solemn sports 


in honour of Ceres, borrowed from the Eleu- 
sinia of Greece In these games the matrons 
represented the grief and lamentations «f Ceres 
fqr the loss of her daughter Proserpine, and her 
travels to find her. They were held from the 
day before the ides of April, eight days toge- 
ther, in the Circus, where, besides the combats 
oi horsemen and other diversions, was led up 
the pompa Ccrutms, or Cercalu, consisting of a 
solemn procession of the persons who were to 
engage in the exercises, accompanied with the 
magisti ates and women oi quality, the statues 
oi the gods, and of famous men being carried 
in chai lots oi state. 

GAMES CiucENbiAN, Games of the Circus, Cir- 
CLNSES Ludi, a general term under which was 
comprehenvied all combats and contests exhi- 
bited in the Circus at Rome, of what kind so- 
ever, whether on foot, on hoi scback, or m cha- 
riots , wrestling or boxing , with swords, pikes, 
darts, or arrows , against men or against beasts, 
on the ground, or m vessels Some say the 
Circensian Games were so called from the La- 
tin Liuiinmisi's, because they weie held in a place 
encompassed louiid with naked swords, that 
the combatants might not have an opportunity 
of escaping. At firat they are said to have been 
exhibited on the banks of the Tiber, and the 
ground encompassed towaids the land with na- 
ked swoi ds Most of the feasts of the Romans 
were accompanied with Cercensian Games, and 
the magistrates, or other officers of the republic, 
frequently, and on various occasions, presented 
the people with them The pi incipal were held 
for five days together, commencing on the 15th 
of September. 

GAMES Comfit AL iTiAN, Ludi Compitalitii, so 
called from the compita, or cross-viays, where 
they were instituted and celebi ated liy the rude 
multitude that assembled before the building 
of Rome They seem to have been neglected 
for many years, till Servius Tullius revived 
them. They were holden during the Compi- 
talia, or feasts of the Lares, who presided as 
well over the streets as houses. Suetonius tells 
us that Augustus ordered the Lares to be crown- 
ed twice-a-year at the Compitalitian Games 
with flowers This crowning the household 
gods, and offering sacrifices in the streets, 
made the greatest part of the solemnity. 
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GAMES CoKsvAL, OR Ludi Consuales, were in- 
Rtittited by Romulus, with design to surprise 
the Sabine virgins They weie celebrated on 
the 12th of the calends of Sc[itember, and con- 
sisted fw the most part of horse-races, and en- 
counters in the Circus. 

GAMES Decennial, Ludi Declnnales, Games 
whicfi returned every tenth year, were insti- 
tuted by Augustus, with the political design of 
securing the whole command to himself, with- 
out incurring the envy orjealousy of the people 
lor every tenth year pioclaiming solemn sports, 
and so gathering togetlier a numerous crowd 
of spectators, lie tlicre made a proffer of re- 
aigning his imperial dignity to the people, 
though he immediately resumed it, as if con- 
tinued to him by the common consent of the 
empire • hence a custom was derived for the 
succeeding emperors, every tenth year of their 
reign, to hold a magnificent feast, with the 
celebration of all sorts of public sports, games, 
and exei ciscs 

GAMES I’iscATORv, LiiDi Piscatoiui, w'crc cele- 
brated every yeai in the month of June, in ho 
nour of those fisliermen on the liber, whose 
gain was carried to the temple of Vulcan, as a 
tribute to the dead 

GAMES Eton AL, Ludi Flouai i s, wore cok bi ated, 
upon advice of the Sibylline or.icles, every 
spiing, to beg a blessing on the glass, trees, 
and flowers They were instituted in honoui 
of Flora m the yeai of the city and began 
to be , celebrated on the dth of the calends of 
May. The Consuls M Pompilius Laenas, and 
L Posthumiiis Albinus, were the hist who ce- 
lebiated these games They wcie holden in 
the Campus Martins, being first piodaimed 
by sound of trumi>et Many have supposed, 
that these games owed their origin to a ce- 
lebrated couite/an, who having piocuied great 
wealth by hei iidaiiiOMs traffic, left the com- 
monwealth her heir, on condition that every 
year they should re'ehrate her birth-day with 
public sjioits The leained aie however of 
opinion that the vulgai notion of Flora the pro- 
stitute, icNts on a iiClion mentioned by LaCtan- 
tius, the original Floia being a goddess of the 
Sabines. Ccitain however it is, that a part of 
the solemnity was exhibited by prostitutes who 
ran tip and down naked, sometimes dancing. 


sometimes fighting, or aCHag the maniac ; yet 
the wisest and gravest Romans were not for dis- 
continuing the custom, though the most inde- 
cent imaginable ; for even Marcus Portius Cato, 
when he was present at these games, perceiv- 
ing the people ashamed to let the women 
strip befoie him, immediately retiied from the 
tlvatre, that the ceremony might have its 
couise. It was not till the year of the city 680, 
that these games became annual , when, owing 
to a general failure in their crops, the Senate, 
to render Flora propitious, decreed an annual 
celebration of her games, the expences of 
winch were mostly levied on those who had 
fraudulently possessed themselves of the public 
lands See Flora. 

GAMES, F UNEREAL, Ludi Funeures, were a part 
of the ceremony of ancient funerals they con- 
sisted chiefly 111 processions, and in mortal com- 
bats of Gladialoi s around a funeral pile. The 
custom was very ancient, though it bad not al- 
ways been the same it was bon owed from the 
Giceks by tlic Romans, among whom this cruel 
spoit was called Miinus At fust they butcher- 
ed a number of captives befoie the pyra, as 
victims to appease the manes of the deceased' 
this Achilles does in Homer, at the funeral of 
Patioclus, Aeneas, in V 11 gil, at that of Pallas, 
son of ICvandcr , and C'aesai , in his Comnien- 
tai ICS, relates the same of the Gauls At length, 
to save in some soil the honor ol the spe6tacle, 
j et that the dead might lo ‘0 nothing of their 
rites, captives wcie compelled to fight and kill 
one another, a few only of the viHors being 
saved The first who introduced these shews 
at Rome, was Junius Brutus, at the obsequies 
of his father, or, according to some, Appius 
CJaudius, and M Fulvius, during their con- 
sulate The like horr.ble combats were also 
occasionally exiiibited by the magistrates, and 
sometimes added to theatrical entei tainments. 
The emperor Claudius decreed, that whereas 
these accursed games weie then arbitrary, it 
should be the pradice, for the future, to per- 
form them annually at the cxpence of the 
state, and that the Acdiles should have the 
care and direftioii of them ; but he conceived 
a horror for them himself, and soon after a- 
bolished them, though they were still allowed 
to such persons as possessed an annual income 



GAM PANTHEON. GAM SS7 


df forty thousand sesterces. They were not j 
abolished before Theodoric, king of the Goths, 
about the end of the fifth century. Sec (ianwi 
Gladiatorian 

GAMES Gladiatorian. The origin of Gladia- 
tors is referred to the ancient custom of killing 
persons at the funerals of great men , lor the 
Heathens fancying the ghosts ot the deceased 
to be satisfied and rendered propitious hj hu- 
man blood, used, at fust, to sacrifice captives 
and slaves at then obsequies The Romans 
borrowed this practice from the Asiatics thus 
Achilles, in the Iliad, sacrificed twelve young 
Trojans to the manes ot Patroclus, and Aeneas, 
in Virgil, sends captives to Evander, to be sa- 
crificed at the funeral of his son Pallas. Aftci - 
wards they contrived to veil this impious bar- 
barity with the specious shew of pleasure, and 
training up such persons as they could proem e 
to a moderate skill in weapons, on the day ap- 
pointed for sacrificing, they obliged them to 
maintain a mortal encounter at the tombs of 
their departed friends This occasioned the 
profession ot Gladiator to he considered as an 
art, and hence arose public instruiJlors in the 
use of weapons, amongst whom, those of the 
Latins, called Lamstae, having purchased and 
trained up sla/es to this barbarous profession, 
sold them to such as had occasion to picscnt so 
horrible a shew. Junius Brutus, who expelled 
from Rome its kiiT^s, is said to have first ex- 
hibited this inhuman diversion, at tlic funeial 
of his father. These exhibitions, originally 
celebrated near the sepulchre of the deceased, 
or round the funeral pile, were afterwards re- 
moved to the circus and amphitheatres, and 
there became ordinary amusements The em- 
peror Claudius restrained them to particulai 
occasions, but afterwards annulled h s decree, 
and private persons possessed of forty thou- 
sand sesterces annually, were jiermitted to ex- 
hibit them. Constantine the Great is said to 
have 'prohibited the combats of Gladiators in the 
East, at least he forbade that those condemned 
to death for their crimes should engage in them, 
is evident from an order still extant to the 
Praefeftus Praetorii rather to send them to 
work in the mines. This order is dated at Be- 
rytus, in Phoenicia, the 1st of Oftober, S25 . — 
The emperor Honorius first prohibited gladia- 


torian shews at Rome, on occasion of the death 
of St. Telemachus, who coming thither from 
the East, during the exhibition of these spec- 
tacles, went dow'n into the arena, and exerted 
himself to pi event the Gladiators from conti- 
nuing the sport, upon which the speffatoi's, 
filed with anger, stoned him to death The 
piaffice, how'cvcr, was not entirely abolished 
in the West before Theodoric, king of the Os- 
trogoths Honoiius, it IS true, had piohibited 
it, but the prolubition seems to have been inef- 
f'eftual. la the yeai JOO, however, Theodoric 
entirely and finally put an end to it Thus 
much coiKcrning the oiigin, jn ogress, and 
abolition ot this custom foi our further infor- 
mation it will be nccessaiy to notice the several 
orders or kinds ot Gladiators, and their parti- 
culai manncis ot combating. The seveial 
kinds of Gladiators deserving to be noticed 
wcie the Retiani, the becutorcs, the MyrmiU 
lones, the Thiaiians, the Samiiitcs, the I'lnm- 
rapi, the Essedaiii, and the Andabatae biit 
bcfoic we enquiie into the distinct orders, we 
may obscive on the sevetal names attributed 
in common to some ot evciy kind, on various 
occasions, thus we meet with the Gladiatorcs 
Mendiam, who engaged in the afternoon, the 
chic! }wrt ot the shew being finished m the 
morning , Gladiatorcs FiscaUs, those who were 
maintained out of the empcioi’s Jisius, or pri- 
vate treasury , Gladiatorcs Poslulaliai, common- 
ly men of great art and experience, whom the 
people particularly imjxjrtuncd the emperor 
to produce ; Gladiatotcs Catenruii, such as did 
not fight by pairs, but in small companies , 
and Gladiatorcs Ordinal ii, such as weic pre- 
sented accoiding to the common niannei, at 
the usual time, and who fought m the oidinniy 
way, on which account they weie distinguish- 
ed Iroin the Catervarii and the Postulatilii — 
The several kinds alieady enuiiicrated, were 
seveially distinguished from their country, 
their arms, their mode of fighting, and other 
circumstances of a similar nature The Jleti- 
atws was dressed in a short coat, and having a 
fasciiia, or trident in his left hand, and a net in 
his light, endeavoured with the latter to en- 
tangle his adversary, that he might, with 
the former, dispatch him On Ins head be 
wore only a hat, tied under his chin with 
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a broad ribband. The Seeuter .was armed 
with a buckler and helmet^ on which was 
the figure of a fish in allusion to the net 
his weapon was a simitar, or falxsuptna: he 
was called Secutor, because, if the Retiarius, 
against whom he was always matched, should 
happen to fail in casting his net, his only safety 
lay in flight, so that, in this case, he wheeled 
with his utmost expedition about the place of 
combat, till he had gotten his net again in or* 
der for a second throw, whilst the Secutor, or 
follower pursued him, and endeavoured to pre- 
vent his design. Virgil seems to have made 
the Myrmtllo the same with the Secutor, and 
thus all the comments explain him ‘ yet Lip- 
sius contends, that the Myrmillones were a 
distinct order, who fought completely armed ; 
and therefore he believes them to be the Cru~ 
pellarn of Tacitus, so called, from some old 
Gallic word expressing, that they could only 
creep under the pressure of their heavy ar- 
mour A principal part of the choicest Gla- 
diators were Thracians, that nation having 
the general repute of fierceness and cruelty 
beyond the rest of the world, the particular 
weapon they used was the itca, or faulchion, 
and the defence consisted in a parma, or small 
round shield proper to their country. The 
original of the Sammte gladiators is given by 
Livy ■ the Campanians, says he, bearing a great 
hatred to the Samnites, armed a pai t of their 
gladiators after the fashion of that country, 
and called them Samnites. These arms are 
said, by the same historian, to have been a 
shield, broad at the top, to defend the breasts 
and shoulders, but more narrow towards the 
bottom, to render it lighter ; a sort of belt 
which prote£led the breast, a greave on the left 
foot, and on the head a crested helmet. The 
ptnnae which adorned the Samnite helmet, dis- 
tinguished another sort of Gladiators, called 
from it Pmmrapti because, being matched with 
the Samnites, they used to catch at these pm~ 
nae, and bear them off in triumph, as marks 
of their victory Dr. Holiday takes the Pin- 
nirapus to have been the same as the Retia- 
rius. The Procuratores, mentioned by Cicero, 
were accounted by Lipsius, a distinft species, 
generally matched with the Samnites ; but, 
primps, the words of Cicero will scarcely ad- 


mit of this conclusion. The Hcpimaoln, 
whom we meet with in Seneca and Suetonius, 
may probaMy be the same either with the Sam- 
nites, or Myrmillones, called by the Greek 
name because they fought in armour. 

The Essedaru were such as on some occasions 
engaged one another from chariots, though, 
perhaps, at other times they fought on foot 
like the rest. The essedum was a sort of wag. 
gon from which the Gauls and the Britons used 
to assail the Romans in thdr engagements.— 
The Andabtttae combated on horseback, with a 
sort of helmet that covered the whole (ff the 
face, and therefore Andabatarum more pt^nare, 
is to combat blindfold. The Catervarii fought in 
troops or companies, number against number, 
or, according to some, promiscuously, and 
without any order. The Consummati are a du. 
bious soi't of gladiators. The CtAicularii, Lip- 
sius observes, were those who fought at .pri- 
vate houses during feasts. See. The Dimacbaeri 
fought armed with two poniards or swords, or 
witli sword and dagger.— —As to the nature 
of the combats of the gladiators, we cannot 
apprehend it fully, without taking in what both 
preceded and followed the conflict, as well as 
tiic adfual engagement. When any one de- 
signed to exhibit a show of this sort, he put up 
bills m the public places, notifying the time, 
the number of gladiators, and the other cir- 
cumstances necessary to- be known • this they 
called munus pronunemre, or proponere ; and the 
libellt, or bills, were sometimes termed edtSa : 
sometimes, besides these bills, they hung out 
large piftures, on which were described the 
mode of the proposed contest, and the figures 
of some of the most celebrated gladiators they 
intended to bring forth. The gladiators them- 
selves were all sworn by their owners to fight 
till they fell, and if they failed, death was in- 
flicted on them by fire, sword, clubs, whips, or 
the like. On the day appointed for the shew, the 
gladiators were all brought forth together, and 
obliged to take a circuit round the arena in a 
solemn and pompous manner : after this they 
proceeded paria componere, to match them by 
pairs, in which care was taken to oppose them 
equally. Before the combatants commenced 
in earnest, they tried their skill against pne 
another with more harmless weaptms, as the 
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rudes, spears without heads,, blunted swords, 
foils, and the like. This preparatory flourish- 
ing was called praelusio, or, in respedl to the 
swords only, and the exercise was con- 
tinued till the trumpets sounding gave notice 
to enter on more desperate encounters. Then 
they were said vertere arma the terms of strik- 
ing were petere and repeUre ; of avoiding a blow 
exven. When any person received a remark- 
able wound, either his adversaiTr or the people 
exclaimed, balxt, or hoc babet. If the vanquished 
surrendered his arms, it was not in the power 
of the vi6lor to grant him his life , for, during 
the republic, this privilege belonged to the 
people alone ; but, under the empire, to them 
and the prince. The two signs of favour and 
dislike given by the people y/erc premet epolUcem, 
and vertere polltccm, phrases of doubtful expli- 
cation ; but of which the former seems to im- 
ply, that the fingers were clenched round the 
thumb ; and the latter, that the thumb was 
raised above them. The one was a signal to 
the vidlor to abstain from the life of his anta- 
gonist, w hilst the other authorized him at once 
to exa6t it Besides this privilege of the peo- 
ple, the emperors appear to have possessed 
the power of saving whom they would, when 
present at these exhibitions , and, perhaps, 
upon the bare appearance of the emperor at 
the place of combat, the discomfited gladia- 
tors were delivered from danger. After the 
engagement, several marks of favour were con- 
ferred on the vidlors ; but the most common 
rewards were the pileus and rudu , the piletis 
was given to such gladiators only as were 
slaves, in token of their obtaining freedom , 
but the rudts both on slaves and freemen ; yet 
with this diflference, that it conferred on the 
former a discharge only from any further per- 
formance in public, upon which they commonly 
turned Latmtae, spending their time in training 
up young men to the profession of gladiators , 
whilst the rudts, when given to such persons as 
were free, but had hired themselves out for 
these shows, restored them to the full enjoy- 
ment of their liberty. These Rudtaru of both 
sorts being excused from further service, had 
a custom of hanging up their arms in the tem- 
ple Hercules, the patron of their profession , 
and were never called out again without their 
Vol. /. 4 


consent. It has been remarked, that it was 
customary for all persons when they laid down 
any art or employment, to consecrate the pro- 
per instruments of their calling to the par- 
ticular deity who was the acknowledged patron 
of their profession ; and, therefore, the gladia- 
tors, when thus discharged, hung up their 
arms to Hei cules, who had a chapel near every 
amphitheati e ; oi, where there were no am- 
phitheatres, in Circo , and over every place as- 
signed to such performantes there stood a Her- 
cules with his club These shows were pro- 
digiously sought after by tlie Roman people, 
though the wiser and better part of them were 
sensible of the dangerous consequences which 
a corruption of this nature might produce At 
their first exhibition by the Bruti, it is proba- 
ble there were only three paii*s of gladiators, 
as may be gathered fiom Anson i us, yet Julius 
Caesar in his Aedilship, presented three bun- 
dled and twenty The excellent Titus ex- 
hibited a shew of gladiators, wild beasts, and 
representations of sea-fights, an hundred days 
together, and Trajan, though as adverse to 
ciuelty as Titus, continued a solemnity of 
this soit an hundred and twenty -three days, 
duiing which a thousand pair of gladiators were 
brought forth to contend. Two thousand men 
of the same profession were enlisted by the 
emperor Otho, to serve against Vitellius, and 
so numerous were they, even in the time ol 
Cataline’s conspiracy, that an order was pa>ssed 
to send them all into different garrisons, for 
fear they should raise a disturbance in the city, 
by joining the disaffedted party From Plu- 
tarch we learn, that the famous Spartacus, who 
at last gathered such a force as to strike Rome 
with consternation, was no moie than a gladia- 
tor, that breaking out from a shew at Vei ona, 
(or, according to others, at Capua,) with the 
rest of his posterity, had the boldness to de- 
clare war against the Roman state Julius 
Caesar ordered, that only a stated number of 
gladiators should be in Rome at a time Augus- 
tus decreed, that no more than two gladiatorial 
shews should be presented in a year, and ne- 
ver above sixty pairs of combatants m each 
Tiberius provided, by an order of the Senate, 
that no person should have the privilege of 
gratifying the people with such a solemnity, 
U u 
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unlebs he \»ere uorth fom hundied thouhand 

«esteices As though to be included with 

gladiators were an honour, many freemen 
claimed the privilege of it, and ofleicd them- 
helves at the amphitheatre for hire , whence 
they weie called Au&crati • nay, even knights 
and senators themselves were not ashamed to 
pi n&ibc this profession . some, indeed, to keep 
themselves from starving, after having squan- 
dered their fortunes ; but others, to attiaft the 
favour of the emperors so that Augustus was 
iorced to command by public edi^, that none 
of the Senatonan order should turn gladiators, 
<ind soon after to prohibit the knights these 
piohihitions, however, weie so little regaided 
by hiH successors, that Nero, according to Sue- 
tonius, presented at one shew, four hundred 
senators, and six hundred of the equestrian 
Older , though Lipsius, it should be mentioned, 
thinks both numbers corrupt, and reduces 
them to forty and sixty Domitian, to refine 
upon Nero, instead of knights and senators, 
.exhibited nodfurnal combats of women and 
as if this were not sufficiently ridiculous, dwarfs 
were produced to encounter them, or else to 
contend with each other. To extenuate the 
barbarity of these horrid scenes, it has been 
alleged, that they had their foundation in po- 
lity, the combats of the gladiators tending to 
inspire the people with contempt of dangers 
and death — A wi etched defence of so inhuman 
a practice I These exhibitions of so early an 
origin, continued to degiade human nature 
till the year 500, when Theodoric, king of the 
Ostrogoths, abolished them 

GAMES Great, Ludi Ma&ni. See Gama Vo- 
tm 

GAMES Gymnic, Ludi Gymnici, those wherein 
the body is exercised, such as wrestling, run- 
ning, dancing, leaping, quoit-playing, &c. — 
These constituted the chief diversions of the 
Olympic, Nemaean, Pythian, and Isthmian 
solemnities, being called by the Greeks Pen- 
tathlon, and the Latins Qmnquertmm. 

G AMES IsELASTic The Iselastica were a kind 
of games, or combats, celebrated in the cities 
of Greece and Asia, in the time of the Roman 
emperors. The vigors at these games had very 
considerable privileges conferred on them, af- 
ter the example of Augustus and the Athe- 


nians, in respea to the conquerors at the 
Olympic, Pythian, and Isthmian games. They 
were crowned on the spot, after the vidtory ; 
had pensions allowed them , were provided for 
at the public cost , and carried home in tri- 
umph. 

GAMES IsTHMiAK, Ludi Isthmii, were so called 
from the place where they were celebrated, viz. 
the Isthmus of Corinth, a neck of land by which 
the Peloponnesus is joined to the continent. 
These solemn sports were instituted by Sisy- 
phus, king of Corinth, or by Glaucias, in ho- 
nour of Palaemon or MIelicerta, son of Athe- 
nias, king of Thebes, and Ino, who for fear 
of her husband, by whom her other son Le- 
archus, in a fit of madness, had been killed, 
cast herself into the sea, with Melicerta in her 
arms , where they were received by Neptune 
into the number of sea-divinities Others say, 
that these games W'ere instituted by Theseus 
in honour of Neptune ; and some are of opi- 
nion, that there were two distindl solemnities 
observed in the Isthmus, one to Melirerta, and 
another to Neptune which opinion is built on 
the authority of Musacus According to Pha- 
vorinus, these games were first instituted in 
honour of Neptune, and afterwards celebrated 
in memory of Palaemon. Plutarch, on the 
contrary, says, that the first institution of 
them was in honour of Melicerta; but that 
they were afterwards altered, enlarged, and 
instituted anew to Neptune, by Theseus: he 
subjoins also several other opinions concerning 
the origin of them * his words, in the life of 
Theseus, are these “ T heseus instituted games 
in emulation of Hercules, being ambitious, that 
as the Greeks, by that hero’s appointment, ce- 
lebiated the Olympian games to the honour of 
Jupiter, so, by his institution, they should ce- 
lebrate the Isthmian games in honour of Nep- 
tune ; for those that were before dedicated to 
Melicerta, were celebrated privately in the 
night, and consisted rather of religious cere- 
monies, than of any open spectacle or public 
festival. But some there are who say, that the 
Isthmian games were first instituted in me- 
mory of Sciron, at the expiation which Theseus 
made for his murder, on account of the near- 
ness of kindred between them, Sciron being 
son of Camethus and Heniocha, daughter of 
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PIttlieus; though others relate, that Sinnls,and 
not Sciron, was their son ; and that to his ho- 
nour, and not to Sciron ’s, these games weie 
ordained by Theseus. Hellanicus, and Andro 
of Hallicarnessus write, that he at the same 
time conditioned with the Corinthians, to allow 
such as might come from Athens to the celebra- 
tion ofthe Isthmian games, as much space to be- 
hold them, as the sail of the ship that bi ought 
them thither, stretched to its full extent, could 
cover; and that m the first and most honour- 
able place ” The Eleans were the only peo- 
ple who absented themselves from this solem- 
nity, and, according to Pausanias, foi the fol- 
lowing reason The Corinthians having ap- 
pointed the Isthmian games, the sons of A6lor 
came to the celebration ot them, but were sur- 
prised and slain by Hercules, near the city 
Cleonae the author of the muidei yas for 
some time unknown, but being at length dis- 
covered by Molione, wife of A^tor, the Eleans 
went to Argos and demanded satisfaflion, Her- 
cules at that time residing at Tiry* IS, a village 
in the Argian territories being lepulsed at 
Argos, they applied to the Coiinthians, en- 
treating that all the inhabitants and suhje^lsof 
Argos, might be discharged fiom appearing at 
the Isthmian Games, as disturbers of the pub- 
lic peace ;■ but meeting with no bettei success 
among the Argives than they had fiom the Co- 
rinthians, Molione forbade them the Isthmian 
Games, denouncing dreadful execrations a- 
gainst such of the Eleans as should ever be pre- 
sent at their celebration a prohibition they re- 
ligiously observed. These games were hoi den 
every three years, according to some au- 
thors ; but, agreeable to Pliny, every five, and 
were esteemed^ so sacred and inviolable, that 
being intermitted for some time through the op- 
pression and tyranny of Cypselus, king of Co- 
rinth, the Corinthians, after the death of that 
tyrant, revived and celebrated them with a 
splendor and magnificence unknown in former 
times. When Corinth was sacked and demo- 
lished by Mummius, the Roman general, these 
games were not discontinued ; but the care of 
them was committed to the Sicyonians, till the 
rebuilding of Corinth, and then restored to the 
inhabitants of that city. The conquerors at 
these' games were rewarded with garlands of 
S 


pine-leaves, afterwards parsley was substituted, 
which was also the reward of the Nemaean con- 
querors, but with this difmrencc, that it was 
fresh and green, whereas in the Isthmian Games 
it was dry and withered ; parsley was again 
disused, and the pine resumed, with a reward 
of one hundred silver drachmae. 

GAMES Larissian, Games at Larissa, in Greece, 
wherein the comluitants fierformed their exer- 
cises singly, before the Pentathlon, or combat 
of five exercises, was invented 

GAMES Juvenile, Ludi Juvenalls, were in- 
stituted by Nero at the shaving of his beard, 
and at first piivatcly celebrated in his palace 
or gardens , but they soon became public, and 
were kept with gicat state and magnificence 
hence the games celebrated by the following 
emjieiors in tlie palace, on the 1st of Januaiy, 
took the name of Juvetialia 

GAMES OF THE Y8uth, Ludi JuvtNTuxis, were 
instituted by Salinator, in the Senensian war, 
for the preservation and health of the youth, a 
plague then raging in the city of Rome 

GAMES ot THE Lfaves, were so called either 
fiom the leaves of which the crowns were com- 
posed, or because the people threw leaves up- 
on the conquerors they wcie called Po- 
lim n 

GAMES Martial, Ludi Martiales, Games in 
stituted in honour of Mai s, and holden twice 
in the year, on the 4th of the ides ot May, and 
on the calends of August, the day on which his 
temple, built by Claudius, was dedicated No 
mention occurs of any ceremonies peculiar to 
them, besides the ordinary sports in the Circus 
and Amphitheatre The Games of this god 
called Equtiia, ab equis, because they consisted 
chiefly of horse-races, are said to have been 
celebrated twice in the year, m February and 
March, in the Campus Martins 

GAMES Megalensian The Ludi Megalenses 
were instituted in honour of the great goddess, 
or mother of the gods, Cybele, when her sta- 
tue was brought with such pomp from Pessi- 
num to Rome * they consisted of scenical sports, 
and were a solemn time of invitation to enter- 
tainments among friends In the procession 
the women danced before the image of the god- 
dess, and the magistrates appeared in all their 
robes, whence came the phrase of Megalcnttan 
Uu 2 
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purple : they lasted six days, from the day be- 
fore the nones of April to the ides. It is parti- 
cularly remarkable, that in the celebration of 
these games, no servant was allowed to bear a 
part. 

GAMES Miscellakeous. The Ludi Misceeu, 
which Suetonius makes Caligula to have insti- 
tuted at Lyons in France, seem to have been a 
mihcellany of sports, consisting of several ex- 
ercises joined together in a new and unusual 
manner. 

GAMES Natal, Natalitii Ludi, instituted by 
every particular emperor, to commemorate his 
own birth-day. 

GAMES Naumachic. The Naumachiae owe their 
origin to the time of the first Punic war, when 
the Romans began to initiate their men in the 
knowledge of sea affairs ‘ after the improvement 
of many years, they were designed as well for 
gratifying the sight, as fbr increasing their 
naval experience and discipline, and therefore 
composed one of the solemn shews by which 
the magistrates or emperors, or any affe6lers 
of popularity, so often paid their court to the 
people. The usual accounts we have of these 
entertainments seem to represent them as no- 
thing more than the image of a naval fight ; it 
is however probable that sometimes they did 
not engage in any hostile manner, but only 
rowed fairly for the viftory : this conjedlure 
may be confirmed by the authority of Virgil, 
who is acknowledged by all the critics, in his 
descriptions of the games and exercises to have 
had uniformly an eye to his own country, and 
to have copied them from the Roman sports ‘ 
now the sea games, with which he presents us, 
are barely a trial of swiftness in the vessels, and 
of skill m managing the oars. The Nauma- 
chia of Claudius, which he exhibited at the Fu- 
cine lake before he drained it, deserves to be 
particularly mentioned, not more for the great- 
ness of the shew, than for the behaviour of the 
emperor, who, when the combatants passed 
before him with so melancholy a greeting as, 
Ave, Imperator, moritun te iulutant! Had, em- 
ferot , those devoted to death greet thee I answered • 
Avete,ros' Had, ye! which, when they would 
gladly have interpreted as an expression of 
favour, and a grant of their lives, they were soon 
given to understand, proceeded from a barba- 


roue insensibility and insult. The most cele- 
brated Naumachia, was those of the emperor 
Domitian, in which was engaged so vast a 
number of vessels as would have almost formed 
two complete navies for deciding the fate of 
empire. It is related of the emperor Helioga- 
balus, that in the representation of a naval fight, 
he filled the channel where the vessels were to 
ride with wine, instead of water ' a story scarce 
credible, notwithstanding the prodigalities of 
his luxurious extravagance. 

GAMES Nemaean, or Nemeam Games, one of 
the four great games celebrated among the 
Greeks : they were so called from Nemaea, a 
village and grove between the cities Cleo- 
nae and Phlius, where they were celebrated 
every third year, upon the 12th of the Corin- 
thian month n«e»ju^, called sometiihes 'ItpofAmx, 
the same with the Athenian Boedromion — — — 
Some say they were instituted by Hercules, on 
occasion of his killing the Nemaean lion, and 
that thence they took their name ‘ others 
relate, that the seven chiefs sent to Thebes un- 
der the conduct of Polynices, being extremely 
distressed in their journey with thirst, met witli 
Hypsipyle of Lemnos, who had in her arms 
Opheltes, otherwise called Archemorus, son of 
Lycurgus, priest of Jupiter and Eurydice ; 
and they begging her to shew them some wa- 
ter, she laid the child down on the grass, and 
conduced them to a spring ; that in her ab- 
sence a venomous serpent killed the child, upon 
which the nurse, from excess of grief, grew 
desperate , and that the chiefs, at their return 
with her, killed the serpent, buried the young 
Opheltes, and instituted these games to divert 
the melancholy of his mother. Aelian says, 
they were indeed instituted by the seven chiefs 
going to Thebes, but adds, that the institution 
was in honour of Pronax. Pausanias refers the 
institution of them to Adrastus, and their re- 
storation to his descendants. Others, never- 
theless, grant that they were instituted in me- 
mory of Opheltes, but these pretend them to 
have been intermitted, and afterwards revived 
by Hercules, who, on his victory over the Ne- 
maean lion, consecrated them to Jupiter Ne- 
maeus. These games were opened with sacri- 
ficing to this deity, appointing him a priest, 
and proposing rewards for such as should be 
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vigors. The es^ercises exhibited were chariot- 
races, and all the parts of the Pentathlon. The 
Judges elected out of Corinth, Argos, and Cle- 
onae, were clothed in black, to express the 
mournful origin of the Games, from the death 
of Opheltes. As they were instituted by war- 
riors, none, originally, were admitted to them 
but military men ; at length, however, they 
were open to the people, and other kinds of 
sports introduced. The conquerors were crown - 
ed with olive till the time of the war with the 
Medes, when a blow they received in that war 
occasioned them to change the olive, for smal- 
lage, a species of parsley, and a funeral plant , 
though some writers maintain that the crown 
was originally smallage, on account of the 
death of Opheltes, this plant being supposed 
to have received the blood which issued from 
the wound inflicted by the serpent. 

GAMES Olympic, tHfe chief ot the four great 
Games of the Greeks. 

Tbeir Origin.— —The greatest and most ve- 
nerable personages of antiquity, the Idacan 
Hercules, Clymenus, Endymion, Pelops, and 
Hercules, son of Jupiter and Alcmena, have 
been severally introduced as the inventors or 
revivers of these games ; and to support their 
different pretensions, reasons have been sought 
for, and arguments produced from among tlie 
religious rites and ceremonies, the laws and 
customs of this solemnity. Pausanias tells us, 
that these games were ordered to be celebrated 
every five years, because the brothers, called 
Jdaet Da&yh, of whom the Idaean Hercules 
was the elder, were five in number, to whom, 
in particular, as also to his four brethren, an 
altar was consecrated at Olympia, by Clyme- 
nus, who was descended from this Hercules, 
and IS said to have celebrated these games, 
fifty years after the deluge of Deucalion. The 
term Atbletae signifying those who contended 
for the prize, called also Athlon, is by others 
derived from Acthlius, father of Endymion, 
who, as well as his son, is reckoned among the 
founders of these games . and as to Pelops, 
that hero was held in such veneration at Olym- 
pia, that the Eleans in their sacrifices gave him 
the preference to Jupiter himself, for which 
they alleged the pra^ice of Hercules, son of 
Alcmena, to whose labours also, as Pindar in- 


forms us, they were indebted for their olive 
crown. But not contented with a founder who, 
by his mother, was mortal, the Eleans have 
carried their antiquities higher, naming, for 
the authors of these games, Jupiter and Saturn, 
who, as they pretend, in the very place where 
the games wei e celebrated, wrestled with each 
other tor the empire of the world Others af- 
firm them to have been instituted by Jupiter, 
in commemoration of his victory over the Ti- 
tans, adding, that Apollo, in particular, sig- 
nalized himself by gaining two vidSlories in 
them, one over Mercury, in the foot-race, and 
another over Mars in the combat of the Cestus. 
It IS needless to recite the names of the other 
heroes of those early ages, whom different au- 
thors mention as liaving celebrated these 
games thelastof them wasOxylus, who came 
into Peloponnesus with the Heraclidcs, and 
alter whom lollowed so long an intermission 
of that solemnity, that the memory of it w.is 
almost lost Tlie occasmiis of celebrating these 
games seem to have been vanous ; Sir Isaac 
Newton is of opinion that they were onginall^r 
exhibited as triumphs for victories, first by 
Hercules Idaeus, on the conquest of Saturn 
and the 1 itans , then , by Clymenus, on his 
coming to reign m the Terra Cuietum , next 
by Endymion, on his conquering CJymenus, 
afterward by Pelojis, upon his defeat of Aeto- 
lus , by Hercules, upon his killing Augeas , 
by Atieus, upon his repelling the Hcraclides ; 
and by Oxylus, on the return of the Hcraclides 
into Peloponnesus. This opinion may be well 
supported fiom ancient authors. Pindar tells 
us that Hercules instituted this festival to Ju- 
piter, on occasion of the vidlory he obtained 
over Augeas ; but the oracle delivered to the 
Peloponnesians, at the restitution of these 
games by Iphitus, says they were celebrated 
first by Pisus in honour of Jupiter, then by 
Pelops, twice ; first upon his coming to settle 
in Greece, and a second time at the funcntl of 
Oenomaus, and after him by Hercules, in ho- 
nour of Pelops, at whose death likewise, as 
Velleius Paterculus informs us, they had be- 
fore been celebrated as funeral games by his 
son Atreus, upon which occasion, adds the 
same author, Hercules came off vidor In all 
the exeicises. 
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T6^^Rb8T1tvtion. Itcannot, however, bepretend- 
ed that these games were in any very great es- 
timation before the time of Iphitus, one of the 
descendants of Hercules, grandson of Oxylus, 
and king of Elis, who is by all authors said to 
have restored the Olympic Games. Indeed 
Iphitus may with great justice be styled the 
founder of them, for he seems to have been 
the first who reduced this festival into a regu- 
lar and coherent form, united the sacred and 
political institutions, and gave it, by the esta- 
blishment of the Olympiad, that principle of 
life and duration which enabled it to outlive the 
laws and customs, the liberty, and almost the 
religion of Greece. The occasion was this — 
Greece being at that time torn in pieces by civil 
wars, and wasted by a pestilence, Iphitus, con- 
cerned at the calamities under which his coun- 
try laboured, had recourse to the oracle at 
Delphi to remedy these evils. There he w as 
told by the priestess that the safety of Greece 
depended upon the re-establishment of the O- 
lympic Games, the non-observance of which 
solemnity had, as she avowed, drawn down 
the indignation of the god to whom they were 
dedicated, and of Hercules the hero, by whom 
they were instituted. She ordered him, there- 
fore, in conjunction with the people of Elis, to 
restore that festival, and to proclaim a truce or 
cessation of arms to all those cities who were de- 
sirous of participating in the games a general 
cessation of ai ms was accordingly proclaimed, 
and the people of Elis celebrated the festival 
thus were the Olympic Games restored by the 
authoiity of Iphitus, under the direction of the 
Delphic oracle, according to common chrono- 
logy, seven hundred and seventy-six years be- 
fore the birth of Christ, and nineteen or twenty 
before the building of Rome ; but according 
to Sir Isaac Newton, one hundred and forty- 
nine. 

Of the Stadium Previous to an enquiry in- 

to tlie nature of the Games, it will be 
necessary to mention a few particulars re- 
lating to the place in which they were cxhi- 
bited, this, by the Greeks, was named the 
Stadium, a word signifying a measure or length 
consisting of somewhat above an hundred 
English paces, which being equal to the space of 
ground allotted for the foot-race, the course 


was thence called the Stadium, and the racers 
were named Stad'ms, or Stadtodromi. Pausanias 
informs us that the Olympic Stadium was a ter- 
race composed of earth, on one side of which 
was the seat of the Hellanodics, or judges, and 
over against them, on the other, was an altar 
of white marble, upon which the priestess of 
Ceres Chamyne, and some virgins, had the 
privilege of sitting to view the games • at the 
farther end of the Stadium was the barrier, 
whence those who ran the simple foot-race be. 
gan their course, and there, according to the 
tradition of the Eleans, was the tomb of En- 
dymion. At either end of tl.e course stood a 
pillar, the use of which it may be proper to ex- 
plain, as also to notice the several appellations 
by which these parts of the Stadium were dis- 
tinguished, viz. the banter, and the goo/ ; at 
one of which the race began, and was finished 
at the other ; but this must be understood only 
of the simple foot-race, or that instituted by 
Iphitus ; tor, afterwards, in the fourteenth O- 
lympiad, the Dutulus was added, which was also 
a foot-race, but double the former, that is, two 
Stadia, as the word implies they who ran the 
Dutulus, therefore, or double Stadium, turned 
round the pillar ere6f cd for that purpose at the 
end of the Stadium, and returned to the bar- 
rier, where they terminated their race But 
the Doltcbodromi, or runners in the race called 
Doltcbos, or the long course, when they came 
to the barrier, turned again round the pillar 
ere^ed at that end also, in order to continue 
their course, which consisted of many Diauli, 
or doublings of the Stadium This extremity 
of the Stadium, in which the exercises of the 
Pantathlon were performed, was called Baler. 
After these preliminaries relative to the place 
in which the Gymnastic exercises were per- 
formed, it will be proper to proceed to the 
exercises themselves. 

Of the Foot Races. — ^The first, and indeed the 
only exercise revived by Iphitus, was the s mple 
foot-race, named the Stadium, from the length 
of the course, as already observed Coroebus 
the Elean begins the list of conquerors in this 
exercise, and from them were the Olympiads 
most commonly denominated. In thefoiirteenth 
Olympiad was added the Diauliis, or double 
Stadium ; and in the next Olympiad the Doli- 
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ehuSf or long course. In the two former ex- 
ercises fleetness or agility seems to have been 
the o.ily quality requisite for obtaining the 
crown ; but in the last, as the course consisted 
of seven, or twelve, oi even of twenty-four 
Stadia, (ior these different measures are as- 
signed to the Dolichus by different authors) 
besides speed, great strength of body, and a 
retentive breath, were necessary for holding 
out tiirough so long an extent. Notwithstand- 
ing, however, the length of this course, and 
the swiftness requisite to gain the vi6lory in 
the others, there were instances of persons in 
whom, though the qualities of agility and 
strength but seldom unite, their union were 
so complete as to enable them to obtain the 
crown m these three seveial races, on one and 
the same day. Of this number w'ere Polites of 
Ceramus, and Leoqidas of Rhodes ; the latter 
of whom was by far the most remarkable, he 
having obtained this triple vidtory for lour 
Olympiads together, and distinguished himself 
fiom the whole list of conquerors by the ho- 
nour of twelve crowns The competitors for 
the crown in these exercises, as m all tlie Gym- 
nastic conflicts, contended naked e arc in- 
formed by Pollux that the raiers had sandals, 
or short buskins upon their feet In the sixty- 
fifth Olympiad the race in armour was added to 
the Olympic Games , an exercise, in the opi- 
nion of Pausanias, very proper for military 
men. This differed m nothing from the Sta- 
dium, or simple foot-race, but in the dress of 
the competitors, for whose use twenty-five brass 
bucklers were kept in a temple at Olympia, 
the other pieces of armour which they bore in 
this race were a helmet and greaves Dama- 
retus gained the first victory in this kind of con- 
test. This custom, however, of running in ar- 
mour was abo’ished by the Greeks, jet when 
the abolition took place, or when the practice 
of running the Diaulus, or double Stadium, in 
armour commenced, cannot be easily decided , 
but Pausanias mentions a Mnesibulus who gain- 
ed the victory in this exercise, in the two 
hundred and thirty-fifth Olympiad. 

Of the Pale, or Wrestlino.—— Wrestlers were 
first introduced into the Olympic Stadium in 
the eighteenth Olympiad, and Eurybates the 
%>artan was the first who received the wrestler's 


crown. Theseus is reported to have been the 
person who reduced wrestling to a science, but 
the rs'es laid down by that hero for attuning 
perie^ion in this art are unknown. The most 
lemarkable diflTerence between the ancient and 
modem pra6iice is, that the ancient wrestlers 
contended naked, and that their bodies were 
rubbed all over with oil, or with an unguent 
composed of oil, wax, and dust, mixed toge- 
ther, which they called cetoma. These unc- 
tions weie, as some say, peculiar to the wrest- 
lers and Pancratiasts, whose combats were there- 
by rendeied inoie toilsome and various, the 
lubricity of the skin aiding them to elude or 
break from the hold of then antagonists ' but 
in order to qualify a little this extreme slippe- 
riness, the Athletes were accustomed, before 
engaging, either to rub themselves in the mire 
of the Palaestra (fiom which some deiivethe 
word Pale and Palaestra) or in sand kept for 
that purpose in a place called Kotinkrion, or 
covering of the p’acc of combat, as well for 
the use just mentioned, as to prevent the com- 
batants from being injured in falling This 
office of sprinkling the combatants with sand 
was sometimes pel formed by themselves for one 
another, and sometimes by the officers of the 
Palaestra, called fioni thence Ahptae, or a- 
noiiiters. Alter the wrestlers weie thus pre- 
pared, they weie matched for the combat by 
the judges, or presidents ot the games, in the 
following manner. In a silver urn, conseciated 
to Jupiter, were cast so many lots or dice about 
the size of a bean, as answered to the number 
of the competitors , these lots weie all marked 
with letters , as for example, upon two of them 
were written the letter A, upon other two B, 
and so on in alphabetical Older, if the number 
of combatants required more, there were al- 
ways two lots marked with the same letter — 
This being done, the Athletes appioached in 
order, and having invoked Jupiter, put their 
hands into the urn, and drew out each his lot: 
to prevent all fiaud, an officer appointed for 
that purpose, attended upon every one as he 
came to draw, and held up his hand before 
him, to hinder his seeing, the letters inscribed. 
When every one had drawn, the Alytarcbes, or 
one of the presidents of the games, going round 
to every Athlete, as they stood in their order. 
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(nfepefled the lots^ and thus the two whose lots 
were both marked with the same letter, as with 
A or B, were by him matched and appdtnted to 
engage. When the number of combatants was 
odd, as five, seven, nine, &c there was put into 
the urn, with the duplicate lots, an odd one, 
marked with a letter to which there was none 
that corresponded ’ the Athlete who was for- 
tunate enough to obtain this lot, was called 
Epbedrus, and waited till the others had con- 
tended, he being then to contend with a con- 
queror this was a great advantage, as he came 
fresh to the encounter against an adversary 
animated indeed and flushed with vi<5lory, but 
shattered and exhausted in obtaining it The 
wrestlers being thus matched, proceeded to the 
contest, in which the vidtory was adjudged to 
him who gave his adversary three falls. If one 
of the combatants in falling, drew his anta- 
gonist with him, the contest began afresh, or 
was rather continued on the ground, till the 
one constrained tlie other to yield This sort of 
conflidl was called Anacltnopale, and seems not 
so much to be a distinct species from, as a mo- 
dification of the Pale however, those who have 
written on the Pale, make this a distinct exer- 
cise. Oi this kind, perhaps, was the Acrocbei- 
rtsmus, so named, because the combatants, dur- 
ing this part of the engagement, held one ano- 
ther only by the fingers, without seizing on 
the body Pausanians mentions a statue ereded 
at Olympi.i to one Lcontiscus, a wrestler, who 
was not so skillful in throwing his adveisaries, 
as successful m extorting the victory by squeez- 
ing or breaking their fingers This method 
of conquering was also pra^ised in the Pan- 
cratium, by one Sostratus, with so much suc- 
cess, that he gained from it the surname of 
Aci ochersites The most distinguished cham- 
pion in the Pale, or wrestling, was Milo, of 
Crotona, who gained no less than six Olympic, 
and as many Pythian 

Of the Pentathlon Authors materially differ 
in then* account of the exercises of which the 
Penlatblon was composed, though it seems 
pretty clear that it consisted of running, wrest- 
ling, leaping, quoiting, and darting * of these, 
running and wiestling have already been fully 
explained 

Of Leaping. In the exercise of leaping, wherein 


the competitors endeavoured to exceed each 
other in length, for it does not appear that the 
height of the leap was taken into the account ; 
the Athletes carried in their hands pieces of 
lead, or some other metal, made in a roundish 
form, not exactly semicircular, but inclining 
more to an oval in them Was a place for the 
fingers to pass through , ahd with these weights, 
called balteres, the Athletes were accustomed 
to poise their bodies, and swing forward to 
the leap. Indeed they had need of such an 
assistance to jicrform what is related of Phay- 
lus, of Crotona, and of Chionis, the Spartan, 
whose leaps are said to have been fifty-two 
feet. * 

Of the Discus, or Quoit The Quoit, or Discus, 
was, according to some authors, of. various 
sizes and figures, though that called the Disc, 
of Iphitub, mentioned by Pausanias, seems, by 
his relation of tiie manner in which its in- 
scription was written, to have been circular, 
as were those described by Lucian, in his dia- 
logue concerning the gymnastic exercises. — 
" You take notice," says Solon to Anacharsis, 
the other interlocutor m the dialogue, ” of a 
large lump of’ brass, round and smooth, re- 
sembling a small shield, but without a handle 
or thong you tried it too, and found it weighty 
and difficult to be taken up, on account of its 
smoothness. This mass tlie Athletes throw 
into the air as far as they are able, and en- 
deavour, with great eagerness and emulation, 
to surpass each other in the length of the cast." 
Here we have not only a description of the disc 
or quoit, the manner of the contest, and the 
laws and conditions of the victory, but a proof 
also, that all the competitors made use of one 
and the same disc. This is confirmed in re- 
speft to the game in general, by Homer, Ovid, 
and Statius, who, severally, in their descrip- 
tions of it, mention but one disc ; though it 
be pretended, on the authority 6f a medal of 
the emperor M. Aurelius, upon whose reverse 
are represented four Discoboli, with each his 
disc, and some of them with two, that the fail: 
was otherwise. The discs, however, on the 
medal are of a different figure from that above 
mentioned, and are perforated in the middle, 
which explains what some authors observe of 
a thong used sometimes by the Athletes in 
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throwing it Hence it seems there were dif- 
ferent sorts of discs made use of by the Greeks 
and Romans^ since Ovid applies the discrimi- 
native broad, an epithet which agrees with the 
Disc on the com. In the Greek writers it 
is generally represented not only as round or 
globular, or rather approaching to the figure 
of a lens, but also as Extremely litavy The 
disc was likewise composed of dificient me- 
tals, as iron and brass, and even ot stone, and 
of wood. It was thrown under hand, mucli in 
the same manner as the quoit amongst us , 
from which, however, it dificred gieatly both 
in weight and figure neither did the Disco- 
boli aim their quoit at any particular maik, 
as is the modern custom , then whole endea 
vours being to throw beyond one anotlicr, and 
he who threw farthest obtained the vidtoiy 
Qf Darting The saflie thing also was obseived 
in the exercise of darting, in wlu:h the victory 
ikas awarded to him who threw his javclm 
farther than the rest of his antagonists It ap- 
pears, howevei, fiom a passage in the Scholiast 
upon Pindar, that there were ccitain boun- 
daiies or limits presciibed, beyond which it 
was a forfcituie of the pruc for an Athlete to 
cast his javelin , and to this custom Pindar 
himself hath fiequent allusions The javelin 
was sometimes thrown with the baie hand, and 
sometimes with the help of a thong, wound 
round its staff. The candidates in the Pen- 
tathlon, as well as those in all the othei gym- 
nastic exercises, contended naked, and weie 
also anointed with oil, though both these fatHs 
were called in question by some wi iters, espe 
cially the former, and pi obably , on the aiithoi ity 
of the fore-mentioned medal, which, howevei, 
is suspefled to be spuiious Theie are likewise 
many doubts and difficulties started by some, 
with relation to the conditions upon which the 
victory in the Pentathlon was awarded , though 
it seems clear, that he who vanquished his an- 
tagonists in thtf five exercises of running, wrest- 
ling, leaping, quoitiog, and darting, was alone 
entitled to the crown. That he who was van- 
quished in any one of them, lost the crown, 
is evident from the story of Tesamenus, re- 
lated by Pausanias. Tesamenus the Elean of 
the family of Janus, had been told by the ora- 
cle, that he should gam five very glorious vic- 
Vol. I S 


tones ; in consequence of which he engaged m 
the Pentathlon, at Olympia, but lost the vie 
tory, for though he were superior in two ol 
the exercises, having vanquished Hicronjmus, 
of Andros, in running and leaping ; yet, licmg 
vanquished in wrestling by the same Hicron\ - 
mus, he failed of obtaining the crown, and 
then came to undeistand, that the vitfloric* 
pioinised him l>y theoiade, were imlitaiy vic- 
tories. 

Of tbeC A.zsr\j& The combat of the Caestuv le- 

vived in the 23d Olympiad, was a very lOugh 
exeicise, in which the vidory was commonly, 
it not always, stained with blood. There are, 
however, gicat aulhoiities to be produced in 
favour of it Hercules and Pollux, demigods, 
Amycus, king of the Bcbrycians, and Eryx, 
his giandson. were the first who distin- 
guished themselves m these combats, which 
arc said to have been the invention of 
Amycus But this royal Athlete was inoic 
than equalled m his own art by Pollux, 
who not only encountered, but subdued and 
slew him In the combats of the Caestiis, 
thongs of leathci, oi raw hides of bulls, were 
wound about the hands and arms up to the 
elbows, and these seem to have been invented 
as well for a saleguard to the paits themselves, 
upon which the first fury of the battle generally 
fell, as for an ollensivc weapon , for when lined 
with plates of lead or iron, which, actordmg 
to Virgil, It sometimes was, it sceiir-., primi- 
pally designed for the latter. It should, how - 
ever, be rcmaikcd, that none of the Gicck 
poets, who have desenbed the Cacstus, make 
any mention of its jilatcs of lead oi ol iron — 
There possibly may have been anoLhei inten- 
tion in binding up the hands of the comba- 
tants, VIZ to prevent their seizing on each 
othei , from which, as fiom kicking also, and 
tripping, they were restrained by the laws of 
the Caestus The ancient Caestus was called 
or soft, perhajis, because it was com- 
posed of raw hides ; or, to distinguish it from 
the more modem Caestus, that Ten ibic wea- 
pon described by Virgil. The combatants in 
this exercise also, fought naked, or, at most, 
with no more covering than a scarf tied round 
their middle, they also wore a cap or head- 
piece, to defend their ears and temples 

Xx 
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these head'pieces, according to the author 
of the Etymologicum Magnum, were of 
brass. 

Of tbe Pancratium. It seems evident, that the 
Pancratium was an exercise partaking both of 
the Caestus and the Pale ; by which is to be 
understood, that an Athlete, to render himself 
eminent in the Pancratium, must adopt much 
from either science he must learn to trip and 
to strike ; to box, and to grapple with his anta- 
gonist , to stand with firmness, to fall with ad- 
vantage, and to rise with vigoui and celerity, 
or strenuously maintain the combat whilst 
down , to attack, and to defend , to annoy, and 
to resist his enemy' in every attitude , and in- 
cidentally to employ every limb, muscle, and 
nerve ; all the faculties, and the strength of his 
body for neither, as in the Caestus, were their 
hands and fingers bound ujj and armed, nor 
their legs and feet resti-<fted lioni uanghng, 
nor were they prohibited, as in the Pale, from 
striking. It was a common practice for a Paii- 
cratiast to counteract the strength, and em- 
barrass the skill of his antagonist, by w i ithing 
and entiuigling himself about his legs and his 
arms; or endeavouring, by fatigue, jiain, and 
suffocation, to weary him into a surrender — 
The combatants in the Pancratium, as in the 
Caestus, were naked , and it being necessary 
in these two exercises, to oppose them in pans, 
this, we are to suppose, was rcgulatcil by lot, 
in the manner of the wrestlers in the Pale — 
Sostratus, the Panel atiast, mentioned by Pau- 
sanias, had an easy method of obtaining the 
victory his custom was, to seize fast hold of 
his adversary’s fingers, which he broke, and 
never quitted till he renounced the contest 
this method gained him twelve Isthmian and 
Nemaean, two Pythian, and three Olympic 
crowns, together with a statue at Olympia, and 
the surname of Acroebemtes. 

Of tbe Chariot Races The chariot first intro- 
duced into the Olympic Hippodrome, was the 
tt>Mw or complete cbariot , so named, ei- 
ther because it was diawn by full-aged horses, 
or because it was drawn by four horses; which 
number seems to have made a complete set 
among the ancients. These four horses were 
all ranged a-breast^. and the two middle ones 
only harnassed to the chariot by the yoke. 


whence they were called Zygit ; the two out- 
side horses fastened either to the yoke or to 
some other part of the chariot by their traces, 
were called Pareori, Paraseiri, Seiropbon, and 
Setraet, and their reins or traces Setrae, and 
Pareorm. Erichthonius, according to Virgil, 
was the first that drove four horses , and, ac- 
cording to Manilius, for that invention, ho. 
noured with a place among the heavenly bodies. 
Pagondas of Thebes, had the honour of first 
obtaining the prize of this sort of chariot race 
in the Olympic games, as Erichthonius had in 
the games called Panathenaea In the 23d 
Olympiad was added the race of the chariot 
called Synons, which was drawn by a yoke, or 
one pair only of full-aged horses. The Apem 
was a chariot drawn by two mules, after the 
manner of the Synons, and was introduced into 
the Olympic games by bne Asandrastus, as we 
learn from the Scholiast on Pindar , though, it 
it resembled the Apenc described by Hoiiier, 
it should moie properly be called a waggon ; 
which account of it, indeed, agrees best with 
what Pausanias says, who observes, that the 
race of the Apene could pietend neither to an- 
tiquity noi beauty , and that mules were held 
in such abomination by the Eleans, as to have 
their bi ecd m that country proscribed Indeed 
the race of the Apene was but of short conti- 
nuance, for, according to Pausanias, who, on 
this head, is the most consistent, the Apenc 
was introduced into the Olympic games in the 
70th Olympiad, and abolished by proclamation 
in the 84th. In the 99th Olympiad was intro- 
duced the liwXtxoK which was a chariot 

drawn by foiii colts, as is evident fiom what 
Pausanias immediately subjoins concerning the 
ImifK IIwXmv, or chariot drawn by two colts, 
which, he tells us, was introduced in the 129th 
Olympiad ; and that one Belistiche, a Macedo- 
nian lady, was the first who won the crown in 
that race. As to the different lengths of the 
race, assigned to each species 'of these chariots: 
Tffjuoe, in Pindar, signifies the pillar ereded at 
the end of the course, round which the chariots 
turned, and the epithet i(AtK»yv*f*7rl»t, applied 
to it by his Scholiast, imports, that they turned 
twelve times round that pillar, and, conse- 
quently, that they ran twelve times up, and as 
often down the course. signifies cursus. 
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a race or course, and because, as is probable, 
the first race at Olympia consisted only of one 
length of the Stadium, it came to signify, when 
applied to the foot-races, the measure of one 
length of the Stadium. But Ago/Mt, when ap- 
plied to the horse races, signified a course of 
four Stadia, as is evident from these words of 
Hesychius, iwTrftpf Tilg»r»fio( rtf , and from 
those of Pausanias, St ttrt m Ivirtn, fitixof y.u 
Ji^uXot ^vo. Now as SuStxx SfOfMti, and SuStxxyvot/JtJr- 
Inf, from a passage in the Scholiast of Pindar 
are plainly of the same import ; we are to un- 
derstand by AfPjuu tW»w, a course consisting of 
one turn or round, once up and down the Hip- 
podrome , which whole course or round being 
equal to four Stadia, it may hence be infcried, 
that the pillar from which the horses stai ted, 
and the other round which they turned, and 
which divided thecourse into two equal lengths, 
were two Stadia distant , consequently, the 
whole length of the race of the riXHtv oi 
chariot drawn by full -aged horses, consisting 
of twelve rounds, amounted to forty-eight 
Stadia, or six Grecian miles , that of the wuXun 
or dial lot drawn by colts, consisting of 
eight rounds, to thirty-two Stadia, or foui 
Grecian miles. A Grecian mile, according to 
Arbuthnot’s computation, was somewhat moic 
than eight hundred paces, an English mile is 
equal to one thousand and fifty-six — ^Though 
the master of the horses was proclaimed the 
conqueror, yet the horses also had then shaic 
of honour, being crowned amid the con- 
gratulations and applauses of the whole as- 
sembly A crown was also given to the cha- 
rioteer, whose skill and couiage had a consi- 
derable infiuence in obtaining the vidory. On 
the day of the race, the chariots, at a certain 
signal, entered the course, according to the 
order before settled by lot, and were there 
drawn up in a line, but, whether a-breast, or 
one behind another, is a question among the 
learned If we believe Eustathius, the ancients 
were of opinion, that they did not stand in one 
front. But however that were, the chief ex- 
cellence of driving consisted not only in avoid- 
ing the pillars at turning, but in turning 
within as small a space from them as possible. 
This is evident not only from the instrudions 
of Nestor to his son Antilochus, but also from 
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what Theocritus relates of the education of 
Hercules, whose supposed father, Amphi- 
tryon, took the pains to instrud him in the 
management of the chariot, though he left all 
his other exercises to be taught him by mas- 
tei's 

Of the UiniNG-HoRsE Races. That chariots were 
in use before the riding of horses, need not be 
observed to any one who is acquainted with 
Homci, among all whose heroes, Greek and 
Trojan, there is not one that ever makes his 
appeal ance on horse-back, excepting Diomedes 
and Ulysses, mounted upon the steeds of Rhe- 
sus, which they had taken in then ex]iedition 
by night, after killing their mastei in his sleep. 
It appears, howevei, by this instance, that 
neithei the heroes nor the horses were utterly 
unacquainted with riding , as by another pas- 
sage in the 15th Iliad, it is evident, that horse- 
manship was carried even to some degree of 
ported ion, at least m the time of the poet, who 
lived, accoiding to Sir Isaac Newton, but m 
the next generation after the siege of Troy. 
We allude to that passage," because some au- 
thoib have introduced an exercise like that it 
describes into the Olymjiic games, though 
upon what authoiity is not known, since no 
other lace of ndmg-horses is mentioned be- 
sides those of the Celes and the Calpe The 
word used by Homer in the passage 

alluded to, may have induced some to imagine, 
that the iidcis of the horses called Celetes, 
were accustomed to leap from one to another, 
(according to Homer), as if that word were a 
term of the manage, of which the verses that 
follow were only an explanation. It is certain, 
however, from a passage in the Odyssey, that 
by iWof xiXut, Homer meant singly a riding- 
horse, and that, consequently, by the word 
»ux»iT»^fu-, which is derived from KtXmt, no more 
IS to b6 understood in this place, than barely 
to ride, which interpretation may be farther 
confirmed by the authorities of Pindar and 
Pausanias The race of full-aged riding hor- 
ses was instituted in the .33d Olympiad, and 
that of the under-aged, in the ISlst The race 

of the Calpe was pei formed with mares, from 
whose backs the iiders were accustomed to 
leap towards the close of the race, and laying 
hold of the biidles, finish it in that manner — 

Xx 2 



840 GAM PANTHEON. GAM 


The same custom is still observed, says Pau- 
sanias, by those riders cdWcd Anabalae, between 
whom and the iiders in the Caljie there is no 
other difference, than that the Anabatac aie 
distinguished by some pai ticular marks which 
they carry about them, and ride upon horses 
instead of mares The race of the Calpe was 
instituted in the 71st Olympiad ; and, together 
w'ith the Aptne, abolished in the 84th. Con- 
rorning the length eithci of this race, or of 
(Ik'C<7i’v, no ccitain information is tiansmit- 
ted , but it IS probable that the latter, as it was 
distinguiblicd under the divisions of full-aged 
and iindei -aged hoi ses, consisted of the same 
number of rounds with those of the chariot- 
race, and subject to the same distinction. Nei- 
ther can it now be determined at what ages 
liorses were ranked m one or the other class, 
nor whether the weight of the riders, or the 
size of the horses weie at all subject to regu- 
lation. Indeed these ai tides rather seem to 
have been left to the judges, called Hellanodics, 
who weic sworn to give a true and impartial 
judgment 

Oj’ibc Candida TL s for the Olympic Crown From 
what has been said of the nature of the several 
exercises of which the Olympic games consist- 
ed, we shall proceed to the Candidates for the 
Olympic crown. Some time before the celebra- 
tion of the games, (for it is not certainly 
known how long, nor whether they were re- 
cjuiied to do it in person, by a messenger, or 
by letter), the candidates were obliged to give 
in their names to one of the Hellanodics, and 
to sjiecify, at the same time, the several exer- 
cises in which they purposed to contend , ex- 
cept, indeed, the candidates for the equestrian 
crown and as they were exempted from per- 
sonal attendance, even on the day of trial, 
they consequently had the privilege of enrol- 
ment by proxy. Mons. Burette pretends, that 
this piivilege was equally allowed to the other 
candidates, for which, however, he produces 
no authority , nor does it appear of what ser- 
vice it could have been to them, considering 
the obligation they were under of repairing to 
Elis by a certain day, undei the penalty of be- 
ing precluded from contending for the crown. 
The games themselves lasted but five days, 
though the preparations for them took up 


thirty : these thirty days were employed in eat- 
ercismg the candidates, asTzetzesand Philo- 
- stratus inform us ; whence it may be inferred, 
that their general resort to Elis was at least 
thirty days hcloie the celebration of the games. 
We may conclude, however, from some par- 
ticular instances, unnecessary to be here men- 
tioned, that the Hellanodics had a power of 
dispensing with the observance of this law in 
cases whei e the olfcnce was involuntary, and 
pi oceeded from accidents either unforeseen or 
unavoidable, such as sickness, contrary winds, 
and the like I'he place where the preparatory 
exercises were pei formed was the old Gym- 
nasium at Elis, where the Hellanodics attend- 
ed every day, as well to distribute the proper 
exciciscs to the seveial classes of candidates, 
as to see that they were duly performed — 
Near this Gymnasium was the Forum of the 
Eleans, which as they were there wont to break 
and exercise their horses, was named Htppodro- 
mos, or the horse course. It is not, however, 
to be hence inferred, that the horses entered 
to run for the several equestrian crowns, were, 
like the gymnastic candidates, obliged to go 
through preparatory exercise. That, indeed, 
they were regularly exercised, there is little 
room to dou bt ; but whether this were in com- 
pliance with any law or custom of the Olympic 
games, or else left to the disci etion of their 
crowns, is by no means evident. Nor is it 
more certain at what tune the competitors 
for the equestrian crown were requiied to en- 
ter their names, or send their chariots and hor- 
ses ; but it seems probable, that in all things, 
except personal attendance, they were subject 
to the same regulations with the other candi- 
dates ; and if so, the equestrian candidates were 
required to have their names entered, and their 
chariots and horses at Elis, at least thirty days 
before the games commenced ; whilst the cha- 
rioteers and riders being allowed to be proxies 
for their masters, were subj'e«5t to the custo- 
mary preparation, and consequently, went 
through a proper course of training during 
that preparatory period. The probability of 
this argument will appear yet stronger, when 
we come to consider the oath taken by tlie 
gymnastic candidates before they were finally 
admitted ; and from which there is no reason 
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‘ }}^hink that the Equestrian candidates were 
exempted. The former swore that they had 
exa^ly performed every tlniig icquiicd ol 
them by way of exerqise for ten months toge- 
ther m these ten months were included, as is 
to be supposed, the thii ty days, or one month, 
5t>cnt in exercising themselves at Ehs for the 
other nine they wci c probably left at libei ty to 
practise, cacli in the Gymnasium of his own 
town or country. That only thuty dajs of 
this ten months prcpaiation, weie spent in Elis 
seems evident, from the follow mg passage m 
PhilostratuB 1 he Eleaiis, upon the appi oach 
of the Olympic Games, excicisc the Athletes 
for thirty days together, m the town of Elis it- 
self.” The same author tells us, that this long 
and severe probation which the candidates wei c 
obliged to undergo, first at home, andaltei- 
wards at Elis, was usually concluded with an 
exhortation addressed to them by the Hellano- 
dics, before their departure for Olympia “ H 
ye have exercised yourselves m a manner suit- 
able to the dignity of the Olympic Games, and 
are conscious of having done no action that 1 e- 
trays a slothful, cowaidly, and illiberal dis- 
position, proceed boldly , if not, depart ” But 
notwithstanding the latter alternative, an in- 
stance IS prev^rved of aPancratiast,oneSerapion 
of Alexandria, who in the 201st Olympiad was 
punished for having absconded on the day be- 
fore the battle, thiough feai of his antagonist , 
for which aft of cowardice he was lined by the 
Hellanodics. 'I his flight of Sorapion must be 
supposed, however, to have happened, after 
his arrival at Olympia , where, at the opening 
of the games, a herald proclaimed the names of 
all the candidates, as they were enti red in a 
register kept by the Hellanodics, for that pur- 
pose, togethei with the exaft number of com- 
petitors in each kind of exercise When their 
names had been thus called over, and answer- 
ed to, the candidates underwent an examina- 
tion of another kind, consisting of the follow- 
ing interrogatories “ Are ye fi eemen ? ai e 
ye Greeks? arc your charafters pure fiom all 
infamous and immoral stains ?” The first and 
last of these inquiries were inserted in the pro- 
clamation made by the herald, as they seve- 
rally passed in review ; on which occasion, this 
officer, after having comnianded silence, laid 


his hand upon the head of the candidate, and 
leading him in that manner along the Stadium, 
demanded with a loud voice of all the assembly. 
Is theic any one who can accuse tins man of 
ail} Cl line . Is he a robber ora slave ? or pio- 
rtigate and depiavcd in liis life and morals ?” 
Having parsed with honour thiough this pub- 
lic emiuiiy, the candidates weic condufted to 
the altai of Jupitci, suriiamcd opxtof, from liis 
picsiding over o.iths, wliere, befoic the statue 
of the god, each, together with ins paicnts, 
bicthrcn, and the masteis of the G}miiasiiim 
was sworn, ujwn the limbs of a Iwai slain and 
cut up foi the puiposc, tli.it uicy would not 
he guilty of .my liaud oi indiicft aftion, tend- 
ing to a bic.ich ol the l.iws k '.ituig to the O- 
l}mpic Games I esides winch the candidates 
pwoic, that they Insd ioi ten months together 
duly pel formed all that wa-. loquiied ]>y way of 
preparing themselves to appc.'’i woitby of ad- 
mission to contend foi the Olympic ciowns — 
From the altar of Jiipilcr they wcie then con- 
dufted to tlic Stadium, by then paicnts, tlieir 
coiintiymc'ii, and the masteis of the Gymna- 
sium, some of whom failed not to encourage 
them to the combat In the Stadium they wcie 
leftentiiely to themselves, escc'pting that the 
hopes and fears, and tianspoits of Ihcir rela- 
tions and fi lends, were allowed to bicak out 
in expicssions either ol exhortation or applause, 
whilst whoevei failed of success had at least 
the consolation ol lieing thought woitliy to 
contend for it In speaking of those who were 
allowed to contend in the 01ym})ic Games we 
must not forget to mention that hoys wci c ad- 
mitted in the number This, liowevcr, was 
an innovation, there being no such custom in 
the old games bctoie Iphitus, introduced by 
the mci e autiiority of tlie^ Elcans in the .ITth 
Olympiad. Running and wrestling weic at 
first the only two excicisci in which lioys were 
suffered to engage , but in the 41st Olympiad 
they wei e admitted to the combat of the ('aes- 
tus, and in the 14Ath to that of the Panel atium, 
as they had been likew isc to those of tlie Pen- 
tathlon in the 38th Olympiad , Vnit the Eleans, 
in that very Olympiad, resolved that lu future 
boys should be prohibited from contending in 
the Pentathlon, which probably was looked 
upon as an exercise too robust for so tender an 
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age In the Gymnastic contests the boys op- 
posed each other, in classes distinct and separate 
from the men. That they also contended in 
the hoise-raccs is evident from what Pausamas 
says of Aesypiis, son of Timon, of whom there 
was an Equestrian statue at Olympia, in memo- 
ry of his having, while a boy, obtained a vic- 
toiy in the race of iiding horses We arc not 
told at what age the denomination of boy was 
assigned, noi when boys were esteemed to be 
men, and consequently excluded from con- 
tending as iKjys , but we read in Pausamas, of 
one Damiscus who obtained a vidtory in the 
foot race at twelve years of age , and a French 
critic hath remarked, that boys were admitted 
from twelve to seventeen, to contend in the 
Gymnastic combat, they being under twelve 
reckoned too young, and above seventeen too 
old. We ought not to finish this account of 
the candidates in this, the most celebrated of 
the Grecian Games, without taking notice of 
the females, who were not ashamed to appear 
in that number. It was long indeed before 
they thought of rivalling the men in their pre- 
tensions to a crown from which, by a kind of 
Salic law, their sex seemed to exclude them , 
for they were not so much as allowed to be 
spedtators of these contests for glory, and no 
less a punishment than that of being cast head- 
long from Mount Typaeus, was threatened to 
be iiiflidlcd on every woman discovered at the 
Olympic Games, or even known to have cros* 
sed the Alpheus during that solemnity Yet 
we find in Pausanias that the priestess of Ceres, 
and even virgins, (those undoubtedly belong- 
ing to that goddess, and only those) were al- 
lowed to be spedlators We must acknowledge, 
with Rollin, that it is difficult to account for 
so extraordinary a proceeding, but cannot, 
with him, call the fadt into question, which is 
related in express terms by Pausanias, and 
confirmed, in the life of Nero, by the testi- 
mony of Suetonius, who relates of that empe- 
ror, that he invited the vestal virgins to see 
the combats of the Athletes, because at Olym- 
pia the like privilege was allowed to the pries- 
tesses of Cei es. However, to recompence their 
exclusion from the Olympic Games, the wo- 
men celebrated a festival of their own, insti- 
tuted, It IS said, in honour of Olympian Juno, 


* 

by Hippodamia, wife of Pelops. In this festi- 
val the virgins, distributed into three classes, 
accorditig to their different ages, contended 
in the foot-race, from .which spedlacle it is pro- 
bable that men were not excluded, as the can- 
didates were both decently and becomingly 
dressed , foi, according to Pausanias, their 
hair was loose and flowing, their mantle let 
down a little below the knee, and their right 
shoulder naked to the breast. These races 
wei e pci formed in the Olympic Stadium, but 
from the debility of the softer sex, the course 
was shortened about a sixth part. The imme- 
diate meed was an olive crown, with a certain 
portion of the heifer sacrificed upon this occa- 
sion to Juno but the most agreeable part of 
the recompence was the liberty granted the vic- 
torious virgin of having her pifture suspended 
in the temple, as a memorial both of her beau- 
ty and glory But, what pity, that instead of 
a pidlure, nothing should remain to us but the 
name of the first conqueror' Chloris.— — — 
The direffioii of this festival, and the of- 
fice of presiding at these games, was assigned 
to sixteen matrons, eledted for the purpose, 
two out of each of the tribes of the Eleans — 
These sixteen, who had as many other females 
to assist in ordering the games,, composed tw'o 
choirs, one named the chorus of Physioa, and 
the other of Hippodamia, but whether they 
where employed in singing the praises of the 
goddess, or the vi6torious virgins, or both, is 
not known. To them however it belonged 
that the image of Juno, on her festival, should 
be invested with a veil of their weaving. 

Of the Olympic Crown, and other honours con- 
ferred UPON THE coNQucRERs. Having already 
given the best and fullest account we have been 
able to colle6l of the original establishment and 
restitution, the laws, order, and oeconomy of 
the Olympic Games, we proceed to the ho- 
nours, privileges, and rewards conferred upon 
the conquerois, at Olympia, and in their re- 
speftive countries. The first reward bestowed 
upon these, and the pledge of many honours, 
privileges, and immunities, was a chaplet or 
crown composed of the branches of a wild olive, 
which branches, the Eleans pretended, were 
always taken from a tree originally brought to 
Olympia by Hercules, from the countiy of the 
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Hyperboreans. Pindar gives the honour of 
this exploit to Hercules, son of Alcmena, though 
it was by others ascribed to the Idaean Hercu- 
les, who was earlier by some generations. But 
as there were in its vicinity many plants of the 
same kind, to obviate all doubts respe6i;ing the 
identity of the tree, the Eleans pretended that 
the Delphic oracle having ascertained to them 
the sacred olive, they had not only surrounded 
it with a wall, and distinguished it by the name 
of CalltitepbatioSf or tree (f the crowns of glory ; 
but put it also under the proteftion of certain 
nymphs, or inferior deities, whose office was 
denominated from it, and to whom they had 
erected an altar near the consecrated plant — 
The games being concluded, the conquerors, 
summoned by proclamation, marched in order 
to the tribunal of the Hellanodics, where a 
herald, taking the crowns of olive from a tfible 
or tripod, which, during the games, was placed 
in the middle of the Stadium or Hippodrome, 
placed one upon the head of each of the con- 
querors, and putting into their hands branches 
of palm, led them along the Stadium, preceded 
by trumj^ets, proclaiming at the same time 
with a loud voice, their names, the names of 
their fathers, and their countries, and specify- 
ing the particular exercises in which each had 
gained the vi6lory, the form of which procla- 
mation seems to have been conceived in these 
or the like terms ’ Diagoras, son of Dama- 
getus of Rhodes, conqueror in the Caestus, in 
the class of men,” and so of the rest. That in 
which the viftoriesof Nero were published, is 
recorded by Dio Cassius, probably for the sin- 
gularity of its style . Nero Caesar is victo- 
rious in this game, and imparts the honour of 
this chaplet to the Roman people, and to all 
the inhabitants of the world, his subjects ” As 
' they passed along the Stadium, after receiving 
the crown, they were again saluted with the 
acclamations of the spectators, accompanied 
with showers of herbs and flowers, poured on 
them from every side. It was further custo- 
mary for the friends of the conquerors to ex- 
press their particular respeCt to them by ac- 
costing them, presenting them with cliJtplets 
of herbs, &c. and binding their heads with fil- 
lets, ribbands, and the like To perpetuate ( 
the glory of these victories, the Hellanodics en- | 


tered in a particular register the names of the 
conquerors, and those in the Stadium had 
sometimes the glorious distinction paid them 
of denominating from themselves the Olym- 
piad. The last honour, though not least, 
granted them by the Hellanodics, was the pri- 
vilege of having their statues ereCted in the 
Altis, or sacied giove of Jupiter at Olympia , 
sometimes those of their charioteers and horses, 
and even of dedicating their chariots them- 
selves, an instance of which may be seen in 
Pindar. From a passage in Philostratus, how. 
ever, it appears that the privilege of erefting a 
statue was granted only to those who were not 
of mean occupations, or had exercised no han- 
dicraft trade Tlie last duty pei formed by the 
conquciois at Olympia was sacrificing to the 
twelve gods, and sometimes to Olympic Ju- 
pitei in paiticiilar Of these sacrifices some 
were pci lormcd with such magni licence as to 
cnteitain the whole multitude pi esciit, which 
was done by Alcibiades and others — From O- 
lymjiia, let us attend the conquerors to their 
homes There we shall find still fuithci ho- 
nours, privileges, and icwards, awaiting them 
It was usual loi the sacicd conquerors to make 
then cntiy thiough a bi each in the walls , a 
custom for which Plutaich assigns this reason 
“ that a city which is inhabited by men who 
are able to fight and to conquer, hath little oc- 
casion for walls.” Accoidmg to Viti uviiis, the 
conqueiors in the sacred games, thcOlymjiu, 
Pythian, Isthmean, and Nemaean, w'cie ai- 
customed to make their entries in chariots 
drawn by four horses , and Diodorus, speak- 
ing of Exaenetus of Agrigentmn, who came off 
conquerer in the 92d Olympiad, says he en- 
tered Agrigentum in a chariot diawn by four 
horses, attended by a great multitude of ,his 
fellow-citi/ens, among whom whcie three hun- 
dred mounted in as many chariots, each drawn 
by a pair of white horses That they wore 
embroidei ed garments may be coile6ted from 
Lucian, though the colour of their ground- 
work IS not ascertained. Faber supposed them 
at first either white or purple, and that they 
were not embroidered till about the time of llu- 
cian. The custom of carrying lighted lamps 
or torches before the sacred conquerors is men- 
tioned by Chrysostom ; and that of the whole 
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city’s wearing crowns and ribbands is, shewn 
by Paschalius to have obtained universally; 
likewise, that it was usual to scatter upon the 
conqueror, as he passed, heibs, leaves, flow- 
ers, chaplets, and ribbands or fillets. 

As among the Romans every vi61ory did not 
entitle a general to the honour of a triumph, 
f.0 neither among the Greeks did a viftory m 
any games, of which the number in Greece 
cannot easily be reckoned, entitle the conque- 
ror to the honour of a public entry this pri- 
vilege was confined to a few only, and at first, 
probably, to those alone which were called sa- 
ned, viz the Olympic, Pythian, Isthmian, and 
Ncniacan. The number of these games, from 
this privilege named Agom\, that is, 
Gama entitling the conqueior to a tnumpbal entry, 
seems to have been afterwards increased by the 
authoiity of the Roman emperois, who, be- 
sides that privilege, annexed others to them 
of the same kind with those anciently, and, 
perhaps, originally appiopnated by theGieeks 
to the Jour savnd ganut Of these the most 
considciable was the stijicnd or salary allotted 
to the sacied conquerors by their respective 
cities, which became due, according to the 
regulation made byTiajan, fiom the time of 
their public cntiy, and was ton tinned to them 
for the remainder of their lives. Whattlieir 
stipends or salaries amounted to, at their first 
institution, is no w'here said Solon made a 
law' by which he limited the annual allowance 
of an Olympic conqueror to five hundred 
drachmae, or sixteen pounds, two shillings, 
and eleven pence, that of an Isthmian con- 
quei or, to one hundred drachmae only, or three 
pounds, four shillings, and seven-pence, and so 
of the otheis m proportion hence, not only 
the preference given to the Olympic crown 
may be inferred, but also the comparative rank 
of the games themselves. In Sparta, indeed, 
whence Lycurgus had banished gold and sil- 
ver, there was no pecuniary reward assigned 
to these conquerors, nor any public allowance 
of pi ovisions,as in all the other states of Greece, 
and even Athens, till it was either commuted 
by Fo’ on foi money, or rated by him at the 
stipulated sums. The government of Sparta 
was calculated for a militaiy people only, and 
indeed, was moie proper for a camp than a 


city; the rewards it conferred were of the 
same kind, and were to be regarded as rather 
honourable than lucrative. It ought not, 
however, to be concluded, that the Olympic 
olive was less valued at Sparta than at Athens, 
or in any other of the Greek cities. Lyourgus, 
the Spartan lawgiver, is said to have joined 
with Iphitus in restoring the Olympic games ; 
and in the list of Olympic conquerors the names 
of many Spai tans were not only to be found, 
but many statues were eredled at Olympia in 
honour of their virtoiies. Another reward 
confei red upon the sacred conquerors was, the 
honour of the first seat in all public assemblies, 
which prerogative is mentioned in a poem writ- 
ten by Xenophanes. The last privilege con- 
fei red upon them was, an immunity from all 
civil offices, and seems to have been owing to 
the Roman empeiors, who not only preserved 
to them their ancient rights, but, fiom time 
to tune, added others, amongst which the ex- 
emption here noticed appears to have been, as 
no traces of a prior origin can be found — 
This exemption, however, was not gi anted to 
all the sacred conquerors, but to those only 
who had gained three victories To these ho- 
nours and privileges were sometimes added 
statues, or othei monuments of glory, in- 
scriptions, and even altars, upon which sacri- 
fices were ofleied, as to heroes or demi gods; 
of which three instances aie iccorded in his- 
tory, the fiist to Philip of Ciotona, the second 
to Euthymus of Locris, and the third toTheo- 
genesof the island of Thysus Indeed they all 
were treated with great reveience and distinc- 
tion, set above all other moitals, and almost 
equalled to the gods 

GAMES Pmhian The Pythian games were ce- 
lebrated near Delphi, and are by some thought 
to have been first instituted by Amphi<5tyon, 
son of Deucalion, or by the council of Amphic- 
tyones otheis refer the fust institution of 
them to Agamemnon ; and Pausanias, to Dio- 
medes, son of 7 ydeus, who having escaped a 
dangerous tempest as he returned fiom Iroy, 
dedicated a temple at Troezen to ApoUp, and 
instituted the Pythian games to his honour; 
but the most common opinion is, that Apollo 
himself was the first author of them, when he 
overcame the serpent Python. At their first 
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institution, they were celebrated once in nine 
years, but afterwards every fifth year, accord- 
ing to the number of the Parnassian Nymphs, 
who came with congratulations and presents 
to Apollo on his vidiory. According to 
Ister, the rewards were apples consecrated to 
Apollo, whilst Pindar represents them as laurel 
garlands ; whence some imagine the reward 
was double, consisting both of the sacred ap- 
ples, and the garlands of laurel. At the first 
institution of these games, the victors were, as 
some suppose, crowned with garlands of palm, 
or, as others, and particularly Ovid, of beech- 
leaves. It IS said that in the first Pythiad the 
gods contended. Castor obtaining the vi<5fory 
in horse-racing, Pollux in boxing, Calais in 
running, Zethes m fighting under armour, Pe- 
leus in throwing the discus. Telamon in 
wrestling, Hercules at the Pancratium , and 
that all were honoured with laurel or crowns 
by Apollo. Others of a ditfercnt opinion tell 
us, that at the first there was nothing but a 
musical contention, in which he who excelled 
in the praises of Apollo gained the pi ize, which 
was originally either silver or gold, or some- 
thing of value ; but afterwards changed to an 
honorary wreath. The first who obtained the 
victory by singing, was Chrysothemis, the 
Cretan, by whom Apollo was purified after he 
had killed the Python, the next prize was 
gained by Philamon, and the third by his son 
Thamyris Orpheus and Musaeus having 
raised themselves to a pitch of honour al- 
most equal to divinities, by teaching the ce- 
remonies and mysteries of religion, thought 
it inconsistent with the dignity of their charac- 
ters, to enter into the contest, and Hesiod was 
repulsed, because he could not play upon the 
harp, the use of which instrument every can- 
didate was obliged to be skilled in. There was 
likewise another song, called Ilvhxe; ac- 
companied with a dance. This consisted of 
five parts, wherein the combat of Apollo and 
Python was delineated: 1. AMafWK, which con- 
tained the preparation to the fight : 2 E/uitk^*, 
or the first essay towards it ' 3. K«T«Hu^nw/«ef, 
the a6tion itself, and the god’s exhortation to 
himself to maintain it with courage ‘ 4. lo^Coi 
tuM ^ffXTuXet, or the insulting sarcasms of Apollo 
over the vanquished Python . 5. IvfJytt, which 
Vbl. /. 4 


was an imitation of the serpent’s hissing when 
he ended his lifel Others make this song to 
consist of the six following parts l. or 
the preparation; 2. Ia/«CO*, in which Apollo 
dared Python to engage him by reproaches, 
for signifies to reproach, and Iambic 

verses were the common form of inveftives , 

3. Aaxtvx^, sung in honour of Bacchus, to 
whom Daflylic numbers were thought most 
acceptable ; and this part belonged to him be- 
cause he had, as some pictend, a share in the 
Delphian oracle, or jxissessed it before Apollo. 

4. KfsTixef, to the honour of Jupiter, he being 

Apollo’s father, and thought to delight most 
in that measure which was used in Crete, where 
he was educated S to the honour of 

Mother Earth, because the Delphian oracle be- 
longed to her, before it came to Apollo 6. 
Eufiypf, or the serpent’s hissing There was 
likewise a solemn dance consisting of five parts, 
which are by some thus described 1. Tlupx, an 
imitation of Apollo preparing himselt for the 
fight with all the circumspeftion of a prudent 
and cautious warrior 2 KxrxxfXivr/Mt, a chal- 
lenge given to the enemy S lafteixof, a repre- 
sentation ot the fight, during which the trum- 
pets sounded a point ot war, and so called 
from Iambic verses, which are the most pro- 
per to express passion and lage 4 

so termed from the feetot that name, or from 
cvuhm, to offer a libation, because it was the 
celebration ot victory, after which it was al- 
ways customary to return thanks, and offer 
sacrifices to the gods 5. ^ repre- 

sentation of Apollo’s dancing after his victory. 
In the 48th Olympiad, the Amphldtyones, 
who were presidents of these games, introdu- 
ced flutes, which till that time had not been 
used at this solemnity, and the fiist who gain- 
ed the prize was Sacadas ot Argos , but they 
being more proper for funeral songs and la- 
mentations, than the mirth and jollity at- 
tending festivals, were soon laid aside. All 
the Gymnical exercises used in the Olympic 
games were added, and a law was made, that 
none shQiild contend m running but boys.— • 
At, or near the same time, the prizes, which 
before had been of value, were changed to 
crowns or garlands, and the games them- 
selves, whkh till then are said to have bad 
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eltlier a different, or no peculiar name, were 
denominated Pythian, from Apollo. Horse or 
chariot-races also were introduced about the 
time of CJisthenes, king of Argos, who obtained 
the first vidlory in a chariot drawn by four 
hoi SOS. The sacrifices offered at the celebra- 
tion of the Pythian games were of the most 
magnificent nature, as we learn from those pre- 
paicd singly by Jason, when, by a decree of 
the whole people of Thessaly, he was appointed 
their geneial, a dignity scarcely differing but 
in the name, fiom that of sovereign. Prepa- 
latoiy to the appioach of the Pythian games, 
he oidered, by proclamation, all his cities to 
fatten a certa’ii number of oxen, sheep, goats, 
and swine, and though he imposed but a mo- 
derate quota upon each, yet the aggregate of the 
oxen exceeded a thousand, and of the other 
cattle ten times that number He promised 
likewise to reward with a ciown of gold the 
person who should produce the fattest ox, 
and fittest to be pLiced at the head of these 
vi( 5 linis. 

GAMES, QuiNQurNNiAL. See Games Aclian. 

GAMES, oj the Romans The LudiRomant were 
very ancient games, instituted at the first 
building of the Ciicus by Tarquinius Piiscus, 
hence, in a strict sense, Ludi Ctrcenscf are often 
used to signify the same solemnity They were 
established in honour of the tin ee great deities, 
Jupiter, Juno, and Minerva Though they 
were usually called yet, in Livy we 

meet with the Ludt liomani Sceuia, intimating, 
that they w'ere celebrated with new sports 
The old Faiti make them to be kept nine days 
together, fi oin the day I etore the nones to the 
day bcfoiethe ides of September, in which too 
we find another sort of Ludi liomani, celebrated 
five days togethci, within two days after these. 
P Manutius thinks, the fiist to have been in- 
stituted vciy late, not till after the prosecution 
of Vei res by Cicero. 

GAMES, Secular. The Ludi Saeadares, the 
most rcmaikable games we meet with in Ro- 
man stor} 1 he common opinion makes them 
to have had a very odd original , but M. Darier 
in his excellent remarks on the Secular poem 
of Horace, assui es us we need go no further 
tor their rise than to the Sibylline oracles, 
which prescribed the ceremoaies, sacrifices. 


&c. to be performed in the celebration of these 
games. The orarie was as follows : Roman ! 
remember every noth year, which isthe long- 
est period of man’s hfe, to ofihr sacrifice to the 
immortal gods, in the field that is watered by 
the Tiber. When the sun is set offer goats 
and sheep to the Destinies; afterwards sacri- 
fice to Lucina, who presides over child-bear- 
ing , and next offer a hog and a black sow to 
the Eaith. This done, offer white oxen on 
the altar of Jupiter, but let this be in the day- 
time, for sacrifices at that time best please the 
celestial gods. Offer to Juno a young cow that 
has a good hide ; and the like sacrifices shalt 
thou make to PhOebus Apollo, the son of La- 
tona. Let the Roman youths and maidens sing 
hymns m the temples, the girls on one side, 
and the boys on the other. Let married wo- 
men fall on then knees before the altar of Juno/ 
and beseech that goddess to hear the public 
vows, and theirs in particular. Let every one, 
according to his ability, offer first-fruits to the 
gods, to render them piopitious , and let there 
be a great number of people night and day at 
the resting places of the gods, and there let 
serious and diverting things be agreeably in- 
termixed. See, O Roman ' that these injunc- 
tions be always kept in mind by thee, and 
thus the country of Italy, and that of the La- 
tins, will always be subjedt to tliy power.”-— 
The Roman people weie very ready to obey 
the oi acle, and in all the ceremonies used on 
that occasion conformed themselves to its di- 
reihons When the time of celebrating the 
Secular games was nearly come, heralds were 
sent out 111 every direttion to invite the whole 
world to be pi csent at a feast which they had 
never seen, nor would ever see again. Some 
few days before the beginning of the games, 
the Quindecemviri, or fifteen priests, sitting 
before the temple of Apollo Palatmus and Ju- 
piter Capitolinus, distributed among the peo- 
ple certain purifying compositions, as torches, 
pitch, and sulphur, which is expressed in an- 
cient medals by these words . Suf. P. D. i. e. 
suffhmnta populo data, or these three letters, 
P P. P i. e. ptamtna populo praehta. Thence 
the people passed on to Diana’s temple on 
Mount Aventine, carrying wheat, barley, and 
beans, as an offering, which is marked on 
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ntodals by tbeie words, Fruo. Ac. i. e. Fruges 
acceptoi Rfttr this they spent whole nights and 
days, with great devotion, in honour of the 
Destinies. When the time of celebrating the 
games was adlually come, which continued 
three days and three nights, the people as- 
sembled in the Campus Martins, and sacrificed 
to Jupiter, Juno, Apollo, Latona, Diana, Ce- 
res, Pluto, Proserpine, and the Parcac or 
Destinies. On the first night ot the feast, tlie 
Emperor, accompanied by the Quindec emviri, 
commanded three altars to be raised on the 
bank* of the 1 iber, which they sprinkled with 
the blood of three lambs, and then proceeded 
to burn the offerings and the vi6lims , after 
this they niaiked out a space ot ground for a 
theatre, which wai illuiiunatcd with an innu- 
merable multitude of torches and fires heie 
they sung hymns composed for the occasion, 
and celebrated all sorts of games and sports 
On the following day, when they had been at 
the Capitol to offer the victims, they leturned 
to the Campus Martins, and again celebrated 
sports in honoui of Apollo and Diana these 
lasted until the day alter, when the noble ma- 
trons, at the hour appointed by the oracle, 
went to the Capitol to sing hymns to Jupiter 
On the third day, which concluded the feast, 
twenty-seven young boys, and as many gills, 
sung in the temple of Apollo Palatmus, hymns 
in Greek and Latin, to implore the protection 
of all those deities to whom their sacrifices 
had just been offered The famous Secular 
poem of Horace is supposed to have been com- 
posed for this last day of the Secular games 
held by Augustus. Authors are not agreed 
as to the year when the Secular games began 
first to be solcmni/.ed the most prevalent 
opinion is, that it was the very same year 
in which the Tarquins were expelled viz. 
in the year of Rome 2 is , for the city being 
then afflicted with a gicat plague, Valerius 
Puhlicola, the Consul, ordered the Sibylline 
books to be consulted, and was thence taught 
the institution of this solemnity, by which 
means Rome was freed from the plague. There 
has also been much controversy whether these 
games were celebrated every hundred, or every 
hundred and ten years • for the former opi- 
nion, Censoi intis alleges the testimony of Va- 
s 


Icrius, Antias, Varro, and Livy ; and this was 
certainly the space of time which the Romans 
called Saecultim, or an age for the latter, he 
produceth the authority of the registers or 
commentaries of the Quindecemviri, and the 
ediCts of Augustus, besides the plain evidence 
of Horace m his Saccular poem, Ceitm undetws 
decu’\ per anno^, &c and this last space is ex- 
pressly enjoined by the Sibylline oracle itself 
yet accoiding to the ancient accounts we have 
oftlicir celebration in the several ages, neither 
of these periods are much legaided , the fit if 
were holdcn A U 2-1.5. oi 298. the '>ecotid 
A 330 or 408 the ihud A. J18 the foutfb A. 
606, 608, or 628 the fffb by Agustus, A 736. 
the sittb by Claudius, A 800 the Acrc«//a by 
Doniitian, A 841 the eigbtb by Sevcius, A 
9J7 the tiiiitb by IMnlip, A 1000 and the 
tenth by Honorius, A 11J7 1 he disorder, 

without question, was owing to the ninbitiuii 
ot the seveial empciois, who wcic each ex- 
tremely desirous to have the honour of cele- 
biating these games in his ow'ii reign, and 
tlierefore, upon the slightest pretence, they 
weie often made to ictuin bctoicthcii ordi- 
nal y com sc It was pretended by Claudius, 
Augustus had cclcbiated the games before 
then due time, that he might have some ex- 
cuse to keep them within sixty years after- 
wai ds , on which account Suetonius tells us the 
people scoffed at his ciiers, w'hen they went 
about piotlanning games that no one had ever 
seen nor would see again , whereas theic were 
not only many still alive who had lemembcied 
the games ot Augustus, but seveial playciswho 
had acked in them weie now again bi ought by 
Claudius on the stage In whai season of the 
year the Secular games weie celebiated is im- 
certuii , piobably in the times ot the common- 
wealth on the anniversaries ot the building of 
the city, i e. the 9. 10 11 of the calends of 
May but under the cmjierois, on the day 
when they came to their power W c may con- 
clude our enquiiy into this celebrated subject, 
with two excellent lemarks of the French cri- 
tic the first 18 , that in the number three, so 
much regarded m these games, they had pio- 
bably an allusion to the triplicity of Apollo, 
Diana, and the Destinies ; the other, that they 
thought the girls who had the honour to bear a 
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part in singing the Secular poem, should be 
soonest married : this superstition they bor- 
rowed from the theology of the Greeks, who 
imagined that such children as did not sing 
and dance at the coming of Apollo, should 
never be married, but certainly die whilst 
young. 

GAMES Triumphal. The Ludi Trtumpbales 
were such games as made a part of the trium- 
phal solemnities. 

GAMES OF Victory. The Ludi Vtcioriae are 
mentioned by Velleius Paterculus, and Asca- 
nius they were instituted by Sylla upon his 
concluding the civil war. It seems probable 
that there were many other games of the same 
title, celebrated on account of some remarka- 
ble success, by several of the emperors. 

GAMES Votive, All those games, of what 
sort soever, had the name of VoUvi, which 
were the effect of any vow made by the magis- 
trates or generals. These were sometimes oc- 
casioned by advice of the Sibylline oracles, or 
of the soothsayers, and many times proceeded 
purely from a principle of devotion and piety • 
such, particularly, were the Ludi Magni, of- 
ten mentioned by historians, especially by 
Livy, who informs us, that in the year of the 
city 536, Fdbius Maximus, the dictator, to ap- 
pease the anger of the gods, and to obtain suc- 
cess against the Carthaginian power, upon the 
dire61ion of the Sibylline oracles, vowed the 
Great Games to Jupiter, with a prodigious sum 
to be expended at them, besides three hundred 
oxen to be sacrificed to Jupiter, and several 
others to the rest of the deities M. Acilius, | 
the consul, did the same in the war against 
Antiochus. We have some examples of these 
games being made quinquennial They were 
celebrated with Circensian sports four days to- 
gether. An inscription remains which men- 
tions one of those Votive games for the happy 
return of Augustus Ti Claud. Ac. Lvdos 
VoTivos PRO REDITU Imp. Caes. Div. F. Au- 

CUSTI. 

GAMES of the Youth, were also called the Tro- | 
jan Games, said to have been instituted by Ae- 
neas, at the funeral of his father, and designed j 
for the improvement of the youth, who being 
divided into two bands, shewed in them both 
their valour and address. The Romans adopt- 


ed this sport, and represented it in the Circus 
of Sylla , but civil wars interrupted its perfor- 
mance till restored by Caesar, from which time 
the representations of it were frequent, Cali- 
gula, Claudius, and Nero, exhibiting it to the 
people, but none of them either with such 
pomp, or BO frequently, as Augustus, whose 
first celebration of it was after the victory at 
A£lium, in the year of Rome 726. This prince 
chose for the purpose two companies from a- 
mong the Roman youth, the one younger, and 
the other of a more advanced age, who repre- 
sented a mock battle on horseback , being per- 
suaded that this exercise would give the youth 
of quality an opportunity of forming themselves 
and of shewing their address. When Ascanius 
built the city of Alba Longa, he brought this 
military diversion into repute, and taught the 
exercise of it to the ancient Latins * the Albans 
transmitted it to their posterity, and Rome, 
in honour of the memory of its founders, re- 
sumed the use of that ancient carousal The 
youths who formed this body were still called, 
in the time of Virgil, the Trojan band. 

GANGA GRAMMA, an idol or goddess of tlie 
East-India liramms she is represented with 
one head and four arms , she holds in her left 
hand a little bowl, and in hei right a trident. 
Pagodas are every where ere6led in honour of 
this goddess, and stated festivals instituted to 
her ' m the morning they boil rice, and in the 
afternoon the idol is carried up and down in a 
chariot a great number of he- goats are sacri- 
ficed upon this occasion ; and, at the same 
time, all those who, in a fit of sickness or im- 
minent danger, have made a vow to Ganga, 
undergo a voluntary whipping: some go through 
a very cruel ceremony . two hooks are fixed in 
the skin of their backs, by which they are lifted 
up into the air, where they aA a great many 
apish tricks, such as shooting a gun, and charg- 
ing it again, or brandishing a sword. Women 
very often perform these feats, being imposed 
upon by an assurance that they will suffer no 
pain , and to prevent the people from being 
undeceived by the cries of those who are thus 
hooked, they all shout aloud during the exhi- 
bition. Others suffer a pack-thread to be drawn 
through their flesK in honour of Ganga. And 
spme are so infatuated with zeal as to fall pros- 
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trate i)efore the chariot of Ganga, on purpose 
to be run over^ a part of whom are constantly 
crushed on the spot. Night being come, they 
sacrifice an heifer, by cutting off her head, and 
burying her body in the street before the pa- 
goda : they catch her blood in a pot, and pre- 
sent it to the idol. Anciently they sacrificed a 
man to Ganga, but some one, in later times, 
had credit enough with the goddess to satisfy 
her with an heifer. 

GANYMEDE, a goddess, cup-bearer to Jupiter, 
but more commonly denominated Hebe, which 
see. 

GANYMEDES, son of Tros, king of Troy, was, 
of all boys, esteemed the most beautiful. Ju- 
piter being charmed with him, made him his 
cup-bearer in the room of Hebe, who, chancing 
to slip or fall whilst serving at a banquet, in- 
curred the displeasure of the god Some say 
he caused Ganymedes to be borne away by an 
eagle, whilst others affirm, that he was himself 
the ravisher, under the form of that bird. The 
eagle dispatched on this commission is reported 
to have found the youth just leaving his flock, 
to hunt on Mount Ida , where seizing him in 
his talons, he soared with him, unhurt, to the 
celestial regions. Ganymedes, on his arrival, 
is said by some to have immediately assumed 
his office; but others pretend, that he was 
changed to the constellation denominated A- 
quarius. Some mythologists maintain, that this 
young prince having been carried off or killed 
by Tantalus, king of Phrygia, (for which his 
brother Ilus afterwards made war against him) 
or else being unfortunately lossed whilst hunt- 
ing, was said, for the consolation of his kindred, 
to have been taken up into heaven. Others, to 
give the story a physical interpretation, make 
Hebe signify that mild temperature of the air 
which awakens to life the trees, plants, and 
flowers, and clothes the earth in vegetable 
beauty ; and that from this she is called the 
goddess of youth ; but when she slips or falls, 
that is, when the flowers decline, and the leaves 
drop, Ganymedes, or the winter, supplants 
her. The Abbe le Pluche affirms, that Gany- 
medes was the name of the image, exposed by 
the ancient Egyptians, «i8 a warning to the 
people, before the annual inundations of the 
Nile, to raise their terraces to a proper height. 


GARAMA^TIS, a Nymph, the mother, by Ju- 
piter, of larbas, Phileus, and Pilumnus. 

GAR AM AS, kingofLybia, whose daughter was 
reported to have been mother, by Jupiter, of 
Ammon. 

GANGARIS, king of the Curetes, is said to have 
been the first who colle61ed honey. He is re- 
ported to have had, by his own daughter, a 
son, whom having attempted in vain to destroy, 
he afterwards appointed to succeed him. 

GARGITTIUS, a dog which kept the flocks of 
Geryon, and was destroyed by Hercules. 

GE, OR GEA, the same with Titaea, and wife of 
Coelus. 

GEGANIA, of the family of Geganii, the first of 
the Vestals appointed by Numa. 

GELANOR, king of Argos, was deprived of his 
kingdom by Danaus of Aegypt. 

GELONES AND GELONl, a ferocious people of 
Scythia, pretended to be descendants from Ge- 
lonus, son of Hercules 

GENETRIX, a name of Venus, from her pre- 
siding over the propagation of mankind. 

GENET YLLIS, a Grecian solemnity celebrated 
by the women in honour of Genetyllis, goddess 
of their sex, to whom they offered dogs 

GENIAL BED, the marriage- bed See Gemi. 

GENIAL DAY, the birth-day Sec Gentif 

GENIAL GODS, certain deities whom the an- 
cients supposed to preside over the a6l of gene- 
ration. Among the number of the Genial gods, 
says Festus, were Water, Earth, Fire, Air, 
which the Greeks called elements. Tiie twelve 
signs of the zodiac were sometimes also classed 
with them, as likewise wei e the sun and the 
moon. 

GENIAL LIFE, a life of sensual pleasure. See 
Genu, 

GENII, GENIUS, certain deities of the ancient 
Pagans, whose rank and office were inferior to 
those ofthe Lares, for the latter were the tutelar 
gods of a family, whei'eas the Genii had the care 
or government only of single persons or places. 
According to fable. Genius was son of Jupiter 
and Terra, of a human shape, but of doubtful 
sex, and was aftcrw aids called Agdiste. Apu- 
leius, following the philosophy of Plato, gives 
this description of the Genii : “ They are spirits 
who never were engaged in matter, nor were 
ever joined to bodies. Cdiceniing them Plato 
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is of opinion, that every man has his Genius, 
who watches over him. and who is a witness 
not only of his aiUons, but of his very thoughts, 
and that when the man dies, the Genius con- 
du6ts the soul, of which he had the charge, to 
judgment, and assists at the trial; when, if 
the accused person falsify, the Genius convidts 
him , it lie speak the truth, the Genius confirms 
it; and it is on his evidence that sentence is pro- 
nounced ” Tlie ancients not only ascrilied a 
Genius to particular persons, but to places like- 
wise thus when Aeneas saw a serpent glide 
from the tomb of his father Anchises, he stood 
in doubt whether it were not the Genius of the 
place. Tliey allowed a Genius to provinces, 
towns, foiests, trees, and fountains , and it was 
commonly thought that eacli person had two 
Genii attending him, a good and a bad, who 
rejoiced and were afflidled at the good or ill 
fortune that bcfcl their wards. Each peison 
offered sacrifice once a year to his Genius, and 
scattered flowers and sprinkled wine to him ; 
sometimes they oflered him leaven or salted 
dough, or a pig two months old, with paiched 
corn. See. but no blood was shed on this biith- 
day solemnity To tins Genius the palm-tiee 
was sacred Amongst the Greeks, the good 
Geilius had a temple in the way to Mount Mae- 
nalus, and at the end of supper they otfeied 
him a grace cup, consisting of water and wine 
Plutarch relates, that the night before the bat- 
tle of Philippi, Brutus saw his evil Genius, m a 
monstrous and lion id shape, who being asked 
what he was, answeied, Thy Evil Genius, 

Brutus , thou shalt meet me at Philippi ” 

Brutus,firinly replied, “ 1 will,” and the event 
of that day proved fatal. Among the Romans 
of later days, a custom was introduced of swear- 
ing by the Genius of the emperors, and many 
persons were put to death by Caligula, for re- 
fusing to adopt it. The Genius or Daemon of 
Socrates, (for so it was called by the Greeks) 
is famous 111 antiquity, what it was judged to 
have been, may be seen in the article Dae- 
mon 

The Maliomctans pretend that the world was in- 
habited by Genii many thousand years before 
Adam, under the reigns of several princes, who 
all bore the name of Solomon, but falling at 
length into a general corruption, Eblis was 


sent to drive tiiem into a remote part of the 
earth, and there to confine them ; — ^that some 
of that generation still remaining, they were, 
by Tahmurath, one of the ancient kings of Per. 
sia, who waged war against them, forced to re- 
treat to the famous mountains of Kaf. 

By the term Genius, at large, is meant the active 
power or force of nature, whence the nuptial 
bed and natal day are styled Genial, and the 
same epithet is given to all occasions wherein 
social joys and pleasures are imparted hence 
also the expressions of indulging our Genius, 
that IS, living happily, or according to our in- 
clinations. The Genii were represented under 
various figures, such as those of boys, girls, 
old men, and even seipents These Genii, 
says the author of Polymetis, “ were divinities 
of the lowest rank, each of them beginning to 
exist only at the same time that the persons 
they were to attend weie born into the world, 
and ceasing to exist the moment they died: 
those that attended women were females, and 
called Junones The Genii seem to be nothing 
else but the particular bent and temper of each 
person made into a deity. 1 do not know that 
the poets say any thing as to the diess or attii- 
butes of these deities, but I have met with them 
on some antiques, and particularly on medals, 
from which we learn that they were sometimes 
dressed just like the persons over whom they 
presided, for the Juno, or female Genius of a 
Vestal, appears in tl.ehabit of that order of Nuns. 
On a medal exhibiting the Genius of one of the 
Roman empresses, as the artists were very great 
flatterers, she holds the emblem of Spes in the 
one hand, and of Virtiis in the other, tosigni. 
fy that the Genius of this empress was the de- 
fence and hojie of the empire their compli- 
ments, indeed, are not at all to be regarded, 
tor they represent the Geniuses of the vilest ty- 
rants that ever were, and m particular that of 
Nero, with an altar, patera, and cornucopia, 
as mai ks of that emperor’s signal piety, and of 
the general plenty and prosperity under his 
1 eign ” 

We cannot close this article without mentioning a 
statue of a winged Genius in the Villa Borghese, 
of the size of a well grown young man. Its 
beauty not only surpasses the perfediion of it 
in the human kind, but if the imagination pos. 
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sessed of the aggregate beauty of nature, and 
absorbed in the contemplation of the sovereign 
beauty, as existing in the Infinite Mind, could 
re{n’esent to itself in vision an angel with a face 
resplendent in glory, and a form the emanation 
of harmony supreme, it then might view the 
antitype of this wonderful figure. 

Fiaminio Vacca ha-, mentioned it as a winged A- 
pollo, and Montfaucon has engraved it from an 
execrable copy. 

GENITAL GODS, DnGENiTALEs,sometimessub- 
stituted by the ancient Roman poets for those 
called hidigetes The Dii Gemtales, Ausonius 
observes, were not such as were born of human 
parents, nor thus called qitast gctiih ex bonnmbm, 
but rather because they themselves had begot- 
ten human children. 

GENITOR, a name of Jupiter, under which he 
was worshipped amongst the Lycians. 

GENl ILE Fee Pagan, idolater. Image. 

GENUS, GENE A. See Beel-Semen. 

GEFHYRISMOI, a Grecidh solemnity mentioned 
by Aelian. 

GEPHYRUS, a Dolian Chief, slain by Peleus, 
when the Argonauts ic-landed on the territo- 
ries of Cyzicus ; as related by Apollonius 

GERAISTIA, a Grecian solcmni'y in honour of 
Neptune, at Geraestus, a village of Euboea, 
where he had a temple 

GERANOS, a remaikable dance performed in 
the festival called Delia, which was instituted 
by Theseus, in honour of Venus. In this 
dance they mutated, by their motions, the va- 
rious windings of the Cretan Labyrinth Sec 
Delta 

GEREAHS By this name the inhabitants of the 
island of Ceylon call certain planets, which 
they hold to be so many deities that over-rule 
their fortunes They ascribe such a divine 
power to these Gereahs, that neither god nor 
devil can prevent their favourites from being 
happy When they worship the Gereahs, they 
make as many images of potter’s clay as they 
imagine there are deities disposed to do them 
mischief, which images are moulded into a va- 
riety of monstrous forms, and painted with 
divers colours, an entertainment then follows, 
accompanied with the beating of drums this 
ceremony is solemnized in the night, and the 
devotees dance till the breaking of the day. 


when the images are flung into the high road, 
and the remains of the feast is distributed to 
the |Jopulace. 

GERMANIA. Ovid speaks of Germania, or 
Germany, personally, in different places ** he 
describes her,” says Mr. Spence, '* sometimes 
as kneeling or sitting in a dejefted manner, 
at the feet of her conqueror, and sometimes 
as recovei ing heiself under the mildness of the 
Roman govci nmeiit ; and this, indeed, is the 
general method of i eprescnting the conquered 
provinces on medals they appear there almost 
always either as depressed under one emperor, 
or raised up by the hand ot anotlici ” 

GERONTHRAION, an annivcrsaiy Grecian fes- 
tival in honour of Mars, at Gci onthrae, where 
was a temple dedicated to him he had also a 
grove in the same place, into which it wab un- 
lawful for any woman, during the tunc of this 
solemnity, to enter. 

GERYON AND GER\ONES, the ninth labour 
of Hercules. See 

GF2S EORTE, an Athenian festival in honour of 
Mothei Earth, to whom a temple was dedicated 
in the citadel of Athens ; solemn games also, 
as we learn fiom Pindar, wcie celebiated to 
her 

GIAGANNAT, the appellation of an Indian 
idol, which has given its name to a town situ- 
ated in the gulf of Bengal, where theie is as 
gi eat a concourse of Indians as of Mahometans 
at Mecca One of the pnncipal reiemonies 
praiStised in the temple or pagoda of this idol 
is, the giving him to wife the most beautiful 
young women of the country, who are shut up 
with him, and never fail, through the caic 
and assiduities of the priests to come out preg 
riant. 

GIANT. The question concerning the existence 
of giants, so often examined, might seem at 
first sight not difficult to be resolved. All an- 
tiquity mentions certain men of extraordinary 
stature, who made theii api>earance at different 
times. The Sciipture speaks of them moie 
than once, and piofanc historians, travellers, 
and poets, relate lemaikablc stories concern- 
ing them , yet, when these testimonies are im- 
partially examined, the expressions in Scrip- 
ture properly interpreted, the exaggerations of 
the poets reduced to a rational meaning, and 
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the reports of the historian and traveller con- 
fined to the evidence of their senses, or authen- 
tic relations, the genei al condu A of nature will 
be found to have been uniform, and these phan- 
toms of enormity will vanish The Abbe de 
Tilladet alleges, that there were not only real 
giants, but also nations and cities of giants, 
that our first parents, and particularly the 
principal heads of colonies, mentioned m 
history, were giants ; taking that word 
in its stridlest sense. M. Heurison, an acade- 
mic, went even further, though no part of 
his proposal has as yet been published he 
produced to the academy a kind of chronolo- 
gical table or scale with reBpe6t to the diffe- 
rence of the human stature, from the creation 
of the world to the birth of Christ. In this ta- 
ble he assigned to Adam 123 feet, 9 inches in 
height, and to Eve 118 feet, 9 inches, three 
fourths; whence he fixed the proportion be- 
tween the heighth of men and of women to be, 
as 25 to 24. This exorbitant stature soon di- 
minished ; Noah’s height fell short of Adam’s 
20 feet ; Abraham’s was brought down to 28 
in all ; Moses had only 13 ; thus, still gradu- 
ally diminishing, so that if Providence had not 
put a stop to that prodigious decrease, wc, at 
this day, should scarcely have dared to rank 
ourselves, at least in respect of bodily dimen- 
sions, among the insedls that crawl upon the 
eaith. However, other more Judicious wri- 
ters, thoiugh not able absolutely to deny the 
existence of men bulkier and taller than 
those with whom we are conversant, have ap- 
plied themselves to a critical examination of 
the books that mention them, even those of the 
greatest authority , and taking with the utmost 
exactness the measures they specify, such as 
those in Scripture of Og, king of Bashan, and 
Goliath, have found, that those of the most 
enormous stature did not exceed ten and twelve 
feet: Og’s bed, concerning which some Rabbins 
have vented so many extravagancies, not being 
according to the express terms of Scripture, 
more than nine cubits, or thii^een feet and a 
half . what name shall we then give to the wild 
assertions of one of these do6lors, who gravely 
allege, the bone of Og's thigh to have been so 
long, that a stag would take a whole day to run 
oyer its dimensions. Other Rabbins affirm. 


that Og was 120 cubits, or 180 feet high ; and 
that they may not seem to contradift Moses, 
who assigns the dimensions of the bed of that 
prince, they contend, that this bed was only his 
cradle. But to proceed methodically, let us 
begin with those passages in Scripture where 
giants are mentioned. That which most fa- 
vours those who not only assert their existence, 
but also believe there was a race of giants, is, 
where Moses says in Genesis, vi. 4. There were 
Giants in the earth m those days, a verse which 
stands between two others, where we read of 
the marriages of the sons of God with the daugh- 
ters of men, of whom sons were born . now, as 
according to the Hebrew idiom, “ tho river of 
God,*’ is only a large rroer, and ** the moun- 
tain of God,” a high mountain, so. By the sons 
of God,” we are to understand no more than 
powerful men ; though the Septuagint have ren- 
dered the expression by Giants The descen- 
dants of Anak, in the sacred writings stiled 
Father of the Giants, were of extraordinary sta- 
ture, but what that stature was, we have seen 
from Og, king of Bashan, whom Moses calls 
the last of the Giants. The whole country 
inhabited by the posterity of Anak, compared 
with whom the Israelites looked upon them- 
selves in strength but as grashoppers, was peo- 
pled by men of great sire, according to Numb, 
xiii. 33. And there we saw the Giants, the sons 
of Anak, which come of the Giants, and we were 
in our own sight as grashoppers, and so we were 
in their sight. Their land was called. The land 
of Giants, and the city of Hebron, Ihe city of 
Giants, where dwelt Ahiman, Shesbnai, and 
Talmai, of the race of Anak. Similar to these 
passages of Scripture, are the testimonies of 
profane authors. Amongst the poets nothing 
is more celebrated than the attempts of the 
giants against heaven, which they endeavoui ed 
to scale by heaping Mount Ossa upon Pelion, 
orPelion upon Ossa. The particulars of their 
narrations it is needless to quote, since they 
only copy one another, and all combine in up- 
holding the same concatenation of fadfs. Be- 
sides the enormous size and strength of the 
giants, which made them capable of plucking 
up mountains by the roots, to some of them 
were ascribed an hundred arms, and half as 
many heads ; a voice so loud as to cause hea- 
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ven, earth, and sea, to tremble ; whilst to 
complete the monstrous portrait, their feet re- 
' sembled a serpent. Hence, so temhed were 
the gods at their aspect, as to flee into Egypt, 
where they are said to have skulked, some 
. in the figure of one animal, and some in that 
of another. Hesiod, who in general has little 
of the fire of the poet, breaks out, notwith- 
standing, with warmth, when he speaks of the 
enterprises of the giants against the gods, and 
rises into the sublime when he describes those 
enormous beings in a style one cannot read 
without horror. What Homer hatli related of 
Alcides and Polyphemus borders not a little 
on the marvellous, though credible indeed, 
when compared with what he hath reported 
of Tityus, who, when he lay extended, covered 
no less than nine acres of land. Had the nai- 
ratives of these prodigious beings been entirely 
confined to the poets, we should have ascribed 
them to the meer efTefts of poetic enthusiasm, 
which is not always under the guidance of lea- 
son, but historians themselves have recorded 
extraordinary things on tlie subjc<5l Abyde- 
nus and Eupolemus, cited by Eusebius, speak- 
ing of the tower of Babel, relate, that it was 
the work of a race of giants, who attempted, 
by means of it, to get up into heaven. The 
ten kings of Chaldea, mentioned by Berosus, 
whom he states to have lived before the deluge, 
were, according to the chronicle of Alexan- 
dria, real giants The Greek and Roman au- 
thors often speak of men’s bones and teeth of 
an extraordinary magnitude. Phlegon'of Tral- 
lus tells us, from the authority of Apollonius, 
that in the time of Tiberius an earthquake 
disclosed the biers of several giants, in one 
of which was found a tooth not less than a 
foot in length, which was sent to the emperor. 
The same Phlegon asserts, that in a cavern of 
Dalmatia, were discovered dead bodies whose 
ribs were more than sixteen ells long, and a 
tomb near Athens an hundred in length, in 
which the body of Macrosiceis had been lodg- 
ed, as the epitaph of that giant sets forth. 

We learn from Pliny, that a mountain of Crete 
bursting asunder by an earthquake, disclosed a 
hupian bpdy standing upright, which was forty- 
six cubits high, Solinus transmits ^ account 
as extraordinary, yet attested by seemingly 
Vol. 1. 


respedlable authority, of a dead body thirty - 
three cubits in length, which was shewn to 
Lucius Flaccus, and to the Proconsul Metellus, 
who had considered the reports concerning it 
as fabulous. Fazelli, the best modern histo- 
rian of Sicily, relates surprising stories upon 
this subjefl he tells us of one particular fa6l, 
111 which also Boccacio agrees, that about 200 
years before his time there was discovered in 
Mount Eryx a cave, wherein was found the 
dead body of a giant sitting, with a staff in his 
hand, like the mast of a ship , and that the 
whole mouldered into ashes at the touch, ex- 
cepting three teeth, which were kept by the 
magistrate of the city, who had been called 
forth to the spedlacle, together with a part of 
the scull, that contained four bushels of Sici- 
lian measure. Fazelli supposes the body to 
have been that of Ei'yx, who was slain by Her- 
cules We are further told, that the body of 
Pallas, son of Evander, having been dug up 
near Rome, in the time of the empeior Hen- 
ly 111 and placed ere£t against the wall of 
the city, overtopped the wall by the head 
In a memoir read before the Academy of Sci- 
ences at Rouen, M. Le Cat gives the following 
account of Giants, which are said to have exist- 
ed in different ages ** Profane histoi lans have 
assigned seven feet of height to Hercules, their 
first hero, and in our days we have seen men 
eight feet high , the giant who was shewn in 
Rouen in 1735, measured eight feet some in- 
ches : the emperor Maxiniin was of that size ; 
Skenkius and Platerus, physicians of the last 
century, saw several of that stature, and Goro- 
pius a girl who was ten feet high. The body 
of Orestes, according to the Greeks, was eleven 
feet and a half, the giant Galbara, brought 
fiom Arabia to Rome under Claudius Caesar, 
was near ten feet , and the bones oT Secondilla 
and Pusio, keepers of the gardens of Sallust, 
were but six inches shorter. Funnam, a Scots- 
man, who lived in the time of Eugene II. king 
of Scotland, measured eleven feet and a half ; 
andjacob le Maire, in his voyage to the Strelghts 
of Magellani reports that on the 17th of De- 
cember 1615, they found at Port Desire, several 
graves covered with stones, under which, hav- 
ing the curiosity to remove them, they disco- 
vered human skeletons of ten and eleven feet 

Z z 
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long. The Chevalier Scory, in his voyage to 
the Pike of Teneriffe, mentions, that they 
found in one of the sepulchral caverns of that 
mountiun, the head of a Guanche, which had 
eighty teeth, and that the body was not less 
than fifteen feet long. The giant Ferragus, 
slain by Orlando, nephew of Charlemange, 
was eighteen feet high. Rioland, a celebrated 
.nnatomist, who wrote in 1614, says that some 
years before, there was visible in the suberb of 
St. Germain, the tomb of the Giant Isoret, who 
was twenty feet high. At Rouen, in 1509, 
whilst digging in the ditches near the Domini- 
cans, a stone tomb was discovered, containing 
a skeleton whose skull held a bushel of corn, 
and whose shin-bone reached up to the girdle of 
the tallest man present, being about four feet 
long, and consequently the body must have 
been seventeen or eighteen feet high . upon the 
tomb was a plate of copper, whereon was en- 
graved, " In this tomb lies the noble and puis- 
sant lord, the chevalier Ricon de Vallamont, 
and his bones ” Platerus, a famous physician, 
declares, that he saw at Lucerne, " the true 
human bones of a subjefl which must have been 
at least nineteen feet high.” Valence m Dau- 
phine boasts of possessing the bones of the giant 
Bucart, tyrant of the Vivarais, who was slam 
with an arrow by the Count de Cabillon, his 
vassal the Dominicans, who preseiwed part of 
the shin-bone, with the articulation near the 
knee, had his figure painted in fresco, and an 
inscription, shewing, that this giant was twen- 
ty-two feet and an half high, and that his bones 
were found in 1705, near the banks of the Mor- 
deri, a little rivulet near the foot of the moun- 
tain of Crussol, upon which, tradition says, 
the giant dwelt. In 1613, near the ruins of a 
castle in Dauphine, some masons digging in a 
field, which, by tradition had long been called 
the Giants' Field, at the depth of eighteen feet, 
discovered a brick tomb thirty feet long, twelve 
feet wide, and eight feet high, on which was a 
grey stone with the words Tbeutoboebus Rex — 
When this tomb was opened, they found an en- 
tire skeleton twenty-five feet and a half long, 
ten feet wide across the shoulders, and five feet 
deep from the breast-bone to the back : his teeth 
■were about the size each of the foot of an ox, 
and his shin bone measured four feet. Near 


Mazarino, in Sicily, in 1516, was found a giant 
thirty feet high ; his head was the size of an 
hogshead, and each of his teeth weighed five 
ounces. Not far from Palermo, in the valley 
of Mazara, in Sicily, the skeleton of a giant 
thirty feet long was found, in the year 1548 ; 
and another of thirty -three in length in 1550 ; 
and many curious persons have preserved se- 
veral of these gigantic bones. The Athenians 
found near their city two famous skeletons, one 
of thirty -four and the other of thirty-six feet 
high. At T otu, in Bohemia, in 1758, was dis- 
covei ed a skeleton, the head of which could 
scarcely be encompassed by the arms of two 
men together, whilst his legs, still kept in the 
castle of that city, were twenty-six feet long. — 
The skull of the giant found m Macedonia, Sep- 
tember 169i, held two hundred and ten pounds 
of corn. The celebrated Sir Hans Sloane, who 
treated very learnedly on the subjefl, had no 
doubt of these fadts, but thought the bones 
were those of elephants, or other enormous 
animals M Lc Cat concludes, ” that though 
elephants’ bones may have been shewn for those 
of giants, yet they could never impose on 
judges. Whales, which by their immense bulk 
are more proper to be substituted for giants, 
have neither arms nor legs ; and the head of 
that animal bears not the slightest resemblance 
to the human if, therefore, it be true that 
many of the gigantic bones above mentioned 
have been seen by anatomists, and by them 
have been reputed to be human, the existence 
of giants is proved ” As to the credibility of 
all, or any of these accounts, it is difficult to 
determine. If in any castle of Bohemia the 
bones of a man’s leg twenty -six feet in length 
be preserved, we have indeed a decisive proof 
that a giant must have existed in comparison 
of whom other men would be but as pigmies. — 
Nor indeed could such bones be supposed to 
belong to an elephant, which animal would be 
but a dwarf when compared with so enormous 
a monster. But if these bones were aflually 
kept in any part of Bohemia, it seems strange 
that they should not have been frequently no- 
ticed, and particular descriptions of them gi- 
' ven by thc leamed, who inhabit, or have no- 
ticed, that country. It is certain, however, 
that there have been nations of men considera- 
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bly exceeding the common etature * thus all the 
Roman historkuis inform us that the Gauls and 
Germans were of a superior heighth to the Ita- 
lians ; and it appears that the Italians of those 
days were of much the same stature with the 
people of our own. Among these northern na- 
tions, it is also probable, that there would be 
as great differences in stature as there are a- 
mong the present race of men. If that can be 
idlowed, we may easily believe that some of 
these Barbarians might be called gaznts without 
any great impropriety. Of this superiority of 
size indeed the historian Florus gives a notable 
instance in Teutobbchus, above mentioned, 
king of the Teutones, who being defeated and 
taken prisoner by Marcus, was carried in tri- 
umph before him at Rome, where his head 
reached above the trophies born in the same 
procession. But whether these accounts arc 
credited or not, nothing is more certain than 
that the stature of the human body is by no 
means absolutely fixed, nor even nearly ujxui 
a scale. We ourselves are a kind of giants in 
comparison with the Laplanders, who j-et aie 
not the most diminutive inhabitants of the 
earth. The Abbe la Chappe, in his journey to 
Siberia, for the purpose of obsei ving the tran- 
sit of Venus, passed through a village inhabited 
by people called WoUaebs, of which neither 
males nor females exceeded four feet The ac- 
counts of the Patagonians also, which cannot 
be entirely discredited, render it very proba- 
ble that somewhere in South Amei ica there is a 
race considerably exceeding the common sue 
of mankind, and consequently that we cannot 
altogether discredit the reality of giants handed 
down to us by ancient authors, though the pre- 
cise credit to be paid them is not so easy to be 
settled. Some, notwithstanding, there are who 
have even pretended to demonstrate the impos- 
sibility that giants could exist. Of these, as the 
late Mr. Maclaurin, of Ediburgh, hath been 
the most explicit, we shall subjoin hisstateofthe 
question. In general,” says he,*' it will easily 
appear that the efforts tending to destroy the 
co^sion of beams arising from their own gravity 
only increase in the quadruplicate ratio of their 
lengths, but that the opposite efforts tending 
to preserve their cohesion, increase only in the 
triplicate proportion of the same lengths ; from 
4 


which it follows, that the greater beams must 
be in greater danger of breaking, than the les- 
ser similar ones ; and that though a lesser beam 
may be firm and secure, yet a greater similar 
one may be made so long, that it will neces- 
sarily break by its own weight . hence Galileo 
justly concludes, that what appears very firm, 
and succeeds very well in models, may be very 
weak and infirm, or even fall to pieces by its 
own weight, when it comes to be executed in 
large dimensions according to the model From 
the same principle he argues, that there are 
necessary limits in the operations of nature and 
art which they cannot surpass in magnitude. 
Were trees of a very enormous size, their 
branches would fall by their own weight. ■ - 
Large animals have not strength m proportion 
to their size , and if there were any land ani- 
mals much larger than those we know, they 
could hardly move, and would be perpetually 
subject to the most dangerous accidents As 
to the animals of the sea, indeed, the case is 
different, for the gravity of the water in a great 
measure sustains those animals , and in fai5t 
these are known sometime to be vastly larger 
than the greatest land animals Nor does it 
avail against this doftrine to tell us that bones 
have sometimes been found which were sup- 
posed to have belonged to giants of immense 
size, such as the skeletons mentioned by Strabo 
and Pliny, the former of whicli was sixty cu- 
bits high, and the latter forty -six ; for natura- 
lists have concluded, on just grounds, that in 
some cases these bones had belonged to ele- 
phants, and that the larger ones were bones of 
whales, which had been brought to the places 
where they had been found by the revolutions 
of nature that have happened in past times ; 
though it must be owned that there appears no 
reason why there may not have been men who 
have exceeded by some feet in heighth the 
tallest we have seen ” So much for Giants ac- 
cording to sacred and profane history. 
GIANTS, GIG ANTES, in fabulous story are said 
by some to have been the oflipring of Terra, or 
the Earth, when impregnated by the blood of 
Coelus, which flowed from the wound given 
him by Saturn , but others suppose them to 
have proceeded from the blood of Saturn him- 
self,) when castrated by bis son Jupiter. 

Zz 2 
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Proud of their own strength, and fired with am- 
bition, they formed a conspiracy to dethrone 
the sovereign of the gods ; for which purpose 
they piled Ossa upon Pelion, in order to scale 
the heavens. Jupiter, not unapprized of this 
design, (since a prophetic rumour prevailed 
amongst the gods that the giants should not be 
overcome unless a mortal assisted in the war) 
by the advice of Pallas, called up Hercules, by 
whose aid, in conjunction with the other deities, 
he was enabled to triumph over the rebels, 
most of whom perished in the conflict. Many 
different circumstances are related of this en- 
gagement both as to the place where it happen- 
ed, and the incidents by which it was attended. 
Some writers fix the scene of the war in Italy, 
others in Greece. The commencement of it 
has been assigned to Thrace, or Thessaly, and 
its termination to the Phlegraean plains of Cam- 
pania, whither Hercules is said to have driven 
the giants, who, by washing their wounds in 
the hot springs near Baiae and Cumae, are sup- 
posed to have impregnated them with a sulphur- 
ous quality, originating from the thunder with 
which they had been stricken. In this war 
rocks, burning trees, and even mountains were 
hurled against the gods, by the giants. Of 
their number, Alcyon was Wiled by Hercules 
and Minerva ; Enccladus and Pallantes fell by 
the same goddess ; Porphyrio, by the hands of 
Jupiter and Hercules , Ephialtes by Hercules 
and Apollo Hercules also slew Eurytus ; Cly- 
tius fell by Hecate, and Polybotes by Neptune ; 
Hyppolitus was slain by Mercury, and Gration 
vanquished by Diana ; Mars overthrew Mimas, 
and Argyrus and Thoan fell by the Parcae , 
Typhaeus, or Typhon, the most formidable of 
these monsters, Jupiter himself overwhelmed, 
by throwing upon him Mount Aetna. During 
this war, of which Ovid has left a description, 
Pallas distinguished herself by her wisdom, 
Hercules by his strength. Pan by the terror of 
his trumpet, Bacchus by his a^ivity and cou- 
rage', and even the ass of Silenus, by his oppor* 
tune braying, contributed to the rout of the 
giants. Indeed the assistance of every deity was 
no more than seasonable , for when the giants 
commenced their assault, the gods were so 
confounded at its audacity, that they fled into 
Egypt, and concealed themselves through fear 


in a variety of shapes.— -It is easy in this stdiy 
of the giants, as a learned writer on the Fallen 
Angels has lately shewn, to trace out the vestiges 
of the Mosaic history, notonly in reference to the 
men of uncommon stature and great wicked- 
ness, which the world before the flood was in- 
fested, but also to the tradition of the tower 
of Babel, and the defeat of that impious de- 
sign which Nimrod the institutor of idolatry 
and founder of empire was the first to projeA 
agWnst heaven. There is, however, another 
explication of this fable, at once both curious 
and rational. Among the names of the giants 
we find those of Briareus, from beri, serenity, 
and hareus, lost, to shew the temperature of the 
air destroyed ; Roechus, from ruacb, the mnd ; 
Othus, from ouitta, or otbus, the times, to ty- 
pify the vicissitude of seasons ; Ephialtes, from 
evi, or epbi, clouds, and altab, darkness, i e. 
dark gloqmy clouds ; Porphyrion, from pbar- 
pber, to separate minutely, denoting the gene- 
ral dissolution of the primaeval system ; Ence- 
ladus, from enceled, violent springs or torrents, 
and Mimas, from mam, great, and beaxy rains 
Now the literal signification of these leads us 
to the sense of the allegory, which was designed 
to point out the fatal consequences of the flood, 
and the considerable ciianges it introduced with 
regard to the face of nature This is further 
confirmed by the tradition of the Egyptians, that 
theirOsiris vanquished the giants, and that Crus 
his son, in particular, stopped the pursuit of 
Roechus, by appearing before him in the form 
of a lion ; intimating that this industrious peo- 
ple had no way of securing themselves against 
the pernicious effefts of the vernal winds, which 
brought on their annual inundation, but by 
exa6tly observing the sun’s entrance into Leo, 
and then retiring to the high grounds to wait 
the secession of the waters. The giants are re- 
presented by the poets as men of huge stature, 
and horrible aspeA, their lower parts being of 
a serpentine form, " The poets,” says Mr. 
Spence, frequently speak of their attempt to 
scale heaven, and of their battle with the ce- 
lestial deities, who at last got a total victory, 
and cast the rebels down to Tartarus, where 
they were to receive the full punishment of 
their enormous crimes. In speaking of these 
monsters, they say, that they had snakes in- 
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stead of legs : how that could be is not so ea- 
sily conceived, without the assistance of the 
works of the ancient artists, in which they are 
often represented as going off at (he thighs into 
two vast serpents 1 have never met with any 
of the giants represented m their state of pu- 
nishment, but there is a fine relievo of Tityus 
at the Villa Borghese, in which you see him 
lying on a rock, and the vulture plunging his 
beak into his side, in tlie same manner as he is 
described by Virgil.” 

GIGANTOPHONTIS, an epithet of Minerva or 
Pallas, from the aid she gave Jupiter in the 
war of the giants. 

GLADIATORS. See Gams of the Gladiators 

GLAUCE, daughter of Saturn, and sister of 
Juno. 

Also of this name were the daughter of Cychraeus, 
and wife of Adlaeus ; the daughter of Creon, 
who married Jason , and one of the Danaides. 

GLAUCIPPE, one of the Danaides. 

GLAUCONOME, one of the Nereides. 

GLAUCOPIS, a name of Minerva from the co- 
lour of her eyes, as being of a pale yellowish 
green , whence also the same epithet is applied 
to the most ferocious animals, eyes of that co- 
lour always betraying a wild and daring dis- 
position 

GLAUCUS, a sea deity. His story, which is 
very fanciful, shews the extravagance amongst 
the ancients, of poetical fiction Before his 
deification, Glaucus is said to have been a 
fisherman of Anthedon, who having one day 
remarked, that the fishes which he laid on a 
particular herb, revived and threw themseives 
into the sea, resolved hiriiself to taste it, and 
immediately followed their example : the con- 
sequence was, 'that he became a Triton, and 
ever after was reputed a marine divinity, at- 
tending with the rest on the car of Neptune. 
The descent of this deity is exceeding dubious, 
he was supposed to have been the son of Poly- 
bius and Euboea, of Phorbus and Panopea, of 
Neptune and Nais, of Minos and Pasiphae, or 
of Sisyphus and Merope, one of the Pleiades. 
Others call his father Anthedon, which some, 
notwithstanding, pretend was the name of the 
city in Boeotia where he was born. He is said 
to have carried ofiT Ariadne from the island 
Dia, for which Bacchus bound him fast with 


vine-twigs, Syma, daughter of lolemes and 
Doris, having sufilered violence from him, was 
carried by him into Asia. After this adven- 
ture, he became enamoured of Europa, daugh- 
ter of Myreus, whom he left for Hydra, daugh- 
ter of Scyllus, the diver of Sicyonia. Circe is 
reported to have fallen in love with Glaucus, 
who, however, was more partial to Scylla. — 
The ship Argo is said to have been construct 
ed by him, and he is not only mentioned as 
commanding her, when Jason fought with the 
Tyrrhenians, but as being the only one of her 
crew that came off without a wound. He dwelt ■ 
some time at Delos, and, besides prophesying 
with the Nereids, is afiirmed to have instructed 
Apollo in the art. Those who mention Minos 
and Pasiphae as his parents relate, that he one 
day, whilst pursuing a mouse, fell into a ves- 
sel of honey, and was smothered. The acci- 
dent remaining unknown, he was sought for 
by his father in vain, till at length Minos was 
informed by the oracle, that the person who 
should tell him what his bull resembled, could 
not only discover where he was, but also re- 
store him to life. Polyidus soon after, happen- 
ing to compare the animal to a black-berry, 
was seized, and immediately ordered to find 
out Glaucus By the art of divination the suf- 
focated body being discovered, Polyidus was 
shut up with it, under the strictest injunctions 
to restore it to life. In despair of accomplish- 
ing what hev knew to exceed his skill, he pro- 
voked a serpent to kill him, but chancing by 
his irritations to kill the serpent, another ap- 
peared with an herb, which no sooner touched 
the dead reptile than it instantly began to re- 
vive. Polyidus remarking the effeCt, applied 
the plant to Glaucus, and with equal success. 
He was not, however, permitted to return to 
Argos, his native country, till Glaucus had 
been initiated by him in the art of divination. 
After performing the condition cxaCled, he at 
length obtained his dismission ; but requesting 
before his departure, his pupil to spit in his 
mouth, Glaucus found, that in consequence of 
it, he lost the art Polyidus had taught him. 

I have,” says Mr. S|)ence, “ looked much 
after some figure of Glaucus, but am not yet 
sure that I have found any, though he is des- 
cribed particularly enough by the ancient wri- 
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ters to be knowable if one did meet with him. 
Though the sea-gods are pretty much alike as 
to their shape^ and the colour of their skin^ 
hair, and eyes, Glaucus, perhaps, might be 
distinguished from the rest by the uncommon 
length of his hair, and the crown of reeds on 
his head. Though some descriptions of this 
god, in the Roman poets, are more particular 
than they usually are of sea-deities, there is a 
passage in one of their historians that is more 
explicit than any of them, it is in Paterculus, 
where he is speaking of Munatius Plancus 
among other things that historian says, in par- 
ticular, that he danced the chdra6ler ot Glaucus 
on the public stage ; for this purpose .he was 
stripped naked, and had his skin painted all 
over of a sea-green, or dark colour, and liis 
head covered with a chaplet of reeds, after 
which he moved on as well as he could on his 
knees, and dragged a long tail like that of a 
fish behind him Glaucus is of the lowest rank 

of all the sea-gods, for he was originally no 
more than a poor fisherman, and at last only 
an adventitious god of the sea, and conse- 
quently of the sixth and lowest class of all ” 

There were several other persons of this name, 
viz. 

Glaucus, king of Ephyra, and father of Bellero- 
phon See Belleropbon. 

Glaucus, son of Hippolochus, the son of Bellero- 
phon, who aided the T rojans against the Greeks , 
from changing his golden armour with Dio- 
medes for his of iron, gave rise to the plirase 
6f Glauci permutatio, for a fooltsb exchange .^ — 
After distinguishing himself by his bravery, he 
was slain by Ajax 

A fourth, (with whom the first here mentioned 
appears to have been confounded), was son of 
Sisyphus, king of Corinth, by Merope, the 
daughter of Atlas, and born at Potnia in Boeo- 
tia. He is said to have restri6lcd the natural 
impulse of his mares, in expectation of pre- 
serving their fleetness ; as a punishment for 
which Venus inspired them with a phrenzy, 
which was the occasion of his destruction, they 
teanng him to pieces on their return from the 
games, which, in honour of his father’s funeral, 
Advdstus had just been celebrating. 

A fifth, sonofEpytus, who succeeded his father 
Messenia, introduced amongst the Dorians 


the worship of Jupiter, and was the first who 
paid divine honours to Machami. 

A sixth, was son of Antenor, and killed by Aga- 
memmm. ‘ . 

A seventh, son of Priam. 

An eighth, son of Imbrasus, and brother of Lades, 
who were both killed by Tumus. 

A ninth, the Lycian, brother of Sarpedon. 

GLOBUS, the, or a, GLOBE * a symbol of the 
world, or universal dominion ; also, an emblem 
of eternity, from its having no beginning nor 
end ——A globe, with a flame bursting from 
the upper part OT it, appears in the left hand 
of Phoebus, drawn in a chariot by four horses 
on a Cotiaensian coin ' — A glebe is seen in the 
hand of Aesculapius, on a coin of £lagabalus:<~- 
in that of Apollo, on a com of Eleuterna in 
Crete — of Hercules, on various coins; as like- 
wise of Jupiter — in the hand of Lums on a 
com of Antioch : — in that of Neptune, on a coin 
of Cyme -—of the East, on the coins of Gordian, 
Pius, and Valerian — of the Sun, on those of 
various emperors, and the family of Salustia ■— 
of Venus, (unless the figure were designed for 
an apple), on coins of Julius, Augustus, &c.— 
of Juno, on various coins • — of Ceres, unless it 
be the crotalum, or castanet, on several. A globe 
is also seen in the hand of Victory , of Eternity, 
habited as a w oman — of Felicity ; — of Fortune ; 
of Sifgure on the coins of Trajan, Valerian, and 
Gallienus, designed for Human Kind : — of Indul- 
gence — of Nobility — of Perennity — ot Perpe- 
tuity.-— <sf Piety, (unless it be a patera) — of P/u- 
vidence — of Security — of Virtue ’—of the World . 
— of the Earth • — of Cappadocia — of Rome, sit- 
ting — of Emperors ; and especially surmount- 
ed with a cross, instead of the little figure of 
Victory, since emperors became Christian. 

A Globe on different coins is delivered by Her- 
cules to Dioclesian, by Jupiter to Alexander 
Severus, by Rome to Probus and Maxentius, 
and by other Figures to others, 

The sume Globe is conjointly holden by Trajan 
and Dioclesian, and also by Dioclesian and Max- 
imianus, as an emblem of friendship. 

A Globe divided into four parts, is represented, but 
for a reason which does not occur to us, on a 
coin of Probus. 

A Globe is placed at the feet of ViSory on several 
Greek and Roman coins:— stood upon hy Ceres, 



ONO PANTHEON. GOL ss9 

■with a torch in either of her hands marriage, to Ariadne, after whose death it was 

sets her foot upon : — Neptune treads firmly on ‘ made a constellation. 

•—Vienus tramples upon : — at the feet of Eternity GNOSSIS. See Gnossta. 

Honour . — stood upon by several Emperors GODS, GODDESSES. See Deities, 

-Hsat upon by Italy ; Eternity ; the Genius of a GOLDEN AGE • Jupiter having dethroned, im- 


city. (sc. Q)rinth). 

A GMe is borne on the shoulders of Atlas. 

A Globe with a rudder, expresses the sovereignty of 
tbe sea — a globe surmounted by an eagle mtb ex- 
panded mngs, is the symbol of consecratuni — 
by a pboenix, is the emblem of eternity — 
A Globe, distinguished by Zones, is placed at 
the foot of Fortuna redux.—a. Celestial Globe is 
an attribute of Vesta ‘—a Celestial Globe placed 
in a tripod is an attribute of the Muse Urania, 
as the inventress of astrology — on a coin of 
Julius Caesar a celestial globe is placed on the 
head of Venus. 

GLORIA, GLORY. SecHonos. 

GNOMES, certain invisible agents, whom the 
Cabbalists suppose to inhabit the inner parts 
of the earth, and occupy it to the centre — 
They are represented not only as very small in 
stature, traftable and friendly to men, but also 
as the guardians of mines, quarries,' hidden 
treasures, &c. Some have given them the ap- 
pellative of Gnomons The females of this 
species are called Gnomides. The Gnomes, 
according to the Cabbalists, were employed in 
working or a6tuating the machines of Wutes 
upon earth, and were more or less perfeft, as 
the brutes were they in general govern their 
respeftive machines, according to the dispo- 
sition of the parts or organs, the humours, 
temperaments, &c. but instead of inspiriting 
all machines indifferently, they only assume 
such as are suited to their peculiai' chara^ers 
thus, a haughty one seizes a Spanish jennet, a 
cruel one a tyger, &c. They likewise suppose 
an infinity of Gnomes exceedingly small, adapt- 
ed to the operations of different inserts, both 
such as are visible, and such as are too small 
for ocular inspe6lion. 

GNOSSIA, OR GNOSSIS, an epithet of Ariadne, 
taken from Gnossus, a city of Crete, in which 
it IS said she was born. 

GNOSSIA CORONA, the crown of Ariadne, il- 
luminated with seven stars ; it was given to Bac- 
chus by Venus, and again by Bacchus, on his 


prisoned his father ; but Saturn, though the 
manner is not related, escaped from his con- 
finement, and fleeing into Italy, was not only 
hospitably received byjanus, king of that coun- 
try, but also associated with him in the govern- 
ment of it On this occasion a coinage of brass 
was emitted, having a ship on the one side, to 
denote the arrival of Saturn, and a Janus with 
a double head on the other, to intimate the par- 
tition of the regal authority. The reign of 
Saturn was so mild and happy, that the poets, 
who distinguish it by the name of Tbe Golden 
jdge, have celebrated it with all the pomp and 
luxuriance of imagination Difficult as it may 
be to reconcile the inconsistencies between 
the poets and historians in their accounts of 
Saturn, the latter representing him as tyran- 
nical, cruel, and covetous, yet the concurrent 
testimony of the former, in ascribing the Gol- 
den Age to his time, seems to determine the 
point in his favour, and to prove that he was 
a benefaflor and friend to mankind, since they 
enjoyed such felicity beneath his auspices ■ — — 
The description given by Virgil of those hal- 
cyon days, when peace and innocence adorned 
the world, and sweetened- all the blessings of 
untroubled life, can scarcely be too much ap- 
plauded' Ovid, however, has still heightened 
the description with touches of fancy peculiar 
to himself ; and Hesiod, among the Greek 
poets, has introduced the subject with that agi ee- 
able simplicity which distinguishes his writings. 
By The Golden Age might be figured out the 
happiness of the primaeval state before the first 
and universal deluge, when the earth, retaining 
the position in which it was created, flourished 
with perpetual spring, and the air, temperate 
and serene, was never ruffled by storms, nor 
obscured by clouds There was then no occa- 

sion for plowing or sowing, the soil spon- 
taneously producing whatever could contribute 
either to use, or pleasure j all things being com- 
mon to all, with superfluity to satiate the wish of 
profusion. It was the reign of Astrea, or Jus- 
tice ; differences or contentions had as yet no 
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existence ; all was concord and harmony, men 
being just from inclination, and not from con- 
straint Care, want, punishment, diseases, 
wars, were unheard of ; and old age, dissolved 
in a serene slumber, was wafted to the man- 
sions of the gods, the regions of eternal love 
and enjoyment. See Ages sftbe World. 

GOLDEN CALF Apis son of Jupiter, by Niobe 
daughter of Phoroneus, called also Serapis and 
Osins, was king of the Argives, and married 
Isis, daughter of Inachus. Leaving his king- 
dom to his brother Aegialus, he went into 
Egypt, where having civilued the inhabitants, 
and instructed them in the art of sowing and 
planting vines, he endeared himself so much 
to them by these obligations, that they made 
him their king ; and, after his decease, wor- 
shipped him m the form of an ox, the symbol 
of husbandry ; in imitation of which the Israel- 
ites created their Golden Calf This idol they 
formed, set up, and worshipped at the foot 
of Mount Sinai, in their passage through the 
wilderness to the land of Canaan. Moses hav- 
ing ascended the mountain, to receive the law 
from the hand of God, and being there de- 
tained above a month, the people despairing 
of his return, assembled in a riotous manner 
about the tent of Aaron, and demanded that 
he should make them gods to go before them 
Aaron, through pusillanimity, complied with 
their request, and having collected a sufficient 
quantity of their golden ornaments, cast the 
metal into the figure of a calf, which havingbeen 
placed upon a pedestal in the sight of all the 
camp, he told the people that such were the 
gods that brought them out of Egypt, and ap- 
pointed the day following as a solemn festival 
to their new-formed deity. Our version makes 
Aaron finish this calf v ith a graving tool, after 
he had cast it in a mould ; the Geneva version 
makes him engrave it first, and cast it after- 
N^ards; others, with more probability, ren- 
der the whole verse thus • And Aaron re- 
uived them, (i. e. the golden car-rings), 
and tud them up in a bag, and got them 
i.ast into a molten calf a reading authorised by 
the different senses of the Hebrew word tzur, 
which signifies to tw up, or bind, as well as to 
shape or fotm, and of the word which is 

used both for a graving-tool and a bag. Some 


of the ancient Fathers have been of opinion 
that this idol had only the face of a calf, and 
the form of a man from the neck downwards, 
in imitation of the Egyptian Isis ; others have 
thought it was only the head of an ox, without 
a body ; but the most general opinion is, that 
it was an entire calf, in imitation of the Apis 
of the Egyptians ; and this is confirmed by St. 
Stephen • *' /« their hearts they returned into 

Egypt, and forced Aaron to make them a golden 
calf’ The Cabbalists say that the idol weighed 
125 quintals, which they gather from the He- 
brew word massekah, whose numerical letters 
make 125.— —Moses having descended from 
the Mount, severely reprehended Aaron for 
his folly and impiety, whilst the latter imputed 
the blame to thetumultuous importunity of the 
people ; but Moses, Without listening to his ex- 
cuses, immediately destroyed the idol. Hav- 
ing taken it down, he burned it, and ground 
it to powder, which he strewed upon the wa- 
ter, and, in punishment of their offence, made 
the people drink it The Rabbins, who have 
a reason for every thing, tell us that Moses did 
this to distinguish the idolaters from the rest ; 
and add, that as soon as those who had wor- 
shipped the calf swallowed aught of the metal, 
their beards at once became red. The com- 
mcntatoi's have been much divided on this ar- 
ticle the pulverising of gold, and rendering 
it potable, is a chemical operation of difficulty, 
for which reason many, suppose the a<5llon per- 
formed by a mil acle ,• and those who allow no- 
thing in It supernatural, offer only conjeftures 
on the nature of the process. The effect could 
not have been produced by simple calcination, 
nor amalgamation, nor by antimony ; nor is 
there one of these operations that quadrates with 
the text. M. Sthal has endeavoured to remove 
this difficulty the method adopted by Moses, 
to render gold potable was, according to this 
author, the same with that which now ob- 
tains, only instead of tartar he substituted the 
Egyptian natron, which is common enough 
throughout the East. The Mahometans pre- 
tend that the person who cast the Golden Calf 
was not Aaron, but A1 Sameri, a principal 
man among the Israelites, some of whose de- 
scendants, they say, still inhabit an island of 
that name in the Arabian Gulf. This A1 Sa- 
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meri, they pretend^ was ordered by Aaron to 
collet all the golden ornaments of the people, 
who carried on a wicked commerce with them, 
and . to keep them together till the return of 
Moses , but A1 Sameri understanding the foun- 
der’s art, threw them all together into a fur- 
nace, to melt them down into one mass, which 
came out in the form of a calf. A1 Sameri went 
farther ; he took some dust from the footsteps of 
the horseoftheangel Gabriel, who marched at the 
head of the people, and threw it into the mouth 
of the calf, which immediately became animat- 
ed, and began to lowe. Abulfida says, that all 
the Israelites, except twelve hundred, worship- 
ped this idol. The Jews have a proverb, for 
many ages received among them, that all the 
misfortunes which have befallen their nation 
proceeded from the idolatry of their ancestors 
in worshipping this calf. 

GOLDEN CALVES, two idols, in the form of 
calves, set up by Jeroboam, son of Nebat, king 
of Israel. This prince, having been acknow- 
lodged king by the ten tribes of Israel, and in- 
tending to separate these tribes for ever from 
the house of David, politically jirovidedfor them 
new gods, whom they might worship in their 
own country, without being obliged to go to 
Jerusalem, to pay their adoration in the temple 
These gods were two calves ol gold, the one of 
which he eiedted in Bethel, and the otlier m 
Dan, at the two extremities of his kingdom. — 
Some have thought that these Golden Calves of 
Jeroboam were designed in imitation of the 
Chcrubims which Moses had placed upon the 
ark of the covenant ; but St. Jerom, and the 
generality of commentators, believe Jeroboam 
intended to imitate the worship of the ox Apis, 
which he had seen practised in Egypt, during 
his abode there, towards the end of Solomon’s 
reign. Salmaneser, king of Assyria, having 
marched against Samaria, is said to have car- 
ried away these Golden Calves, with all the peo- 
ple who worshipped them. 

GOLDEN FLEECE ; Athamas, king of Thebes, 
had two wives, Nephele and Ino ; the former 
of whom bore him a son named Phryxus, and a 
daughter, Helle. Ino, his second wife, falling 
in love with Phryxus, and being rejedled in her 
advances, took the opportunity of a great fa- 
mine to indulge her resentment, by persuad- 
Vol. L 4 


ing her husband that the gods could not be ap- 
peased, nor the famine abated, till he sacrificed 
both his daughter and his son The father be- 
ing prevailed upon, the viilims were prepared 
for the sacrifice, but before the knife was lifted, 
Nephile, their mother, descending as a cloud, 
bore them invisibly from the altar, and seated 
them on a golden ram she had obtained from 
Mercury, to convey them through the air . in 
‘passing, however, the Straights between Asia 
and Europe, Helle fell into the sea, which, 
thence, was called the Hellespont Phryxus 
continued his course to Colchis, where, being 
kindly received by king Aeta, he oftered up Ins 
ram to Jupiter, and consecrated the skin w ith its 
fleece in the grove of Mars. It was called the 
Golden Fleece, from its colour, (though some 
make it white, and others purjilc) and was 
guarded by bulls breathing fire, together with 
a dragon that never slept, as a pledge of the 
utmost importance, till at length it was cai ricd 
off’ by Jason and the Argonauts Suidas ima 
gincs that the Golden Fleece was only a book 
written on skins, which taught the manner ol 
making gold by the chemical ai t This, if pi o- 
per voucheis could be given lor it, would carry 
back the antiquity of chcmistiy to a very ic- 
mote jieiiod, even thirteen centuries before 
the Chiistian cia, in whiih time the science 
must have been both known, practised, and 
even written of, so as to prove the occasion of 
the painful and hazardous expedition of the 
Argonauts. But what discredits these accounts 
is, that Moses and the other sacred wi iters, as 
also Sanchoniatho, Orpheus, Homer, Hesiod, 
Pindar, Herodotus, Thucydides, Hippocrates, 
Aristotle, Theophrastus, Dioscorides, Galen, 
and Pliny, are all utterly silent on this head, 
though the ages they lived in must have given 
them opportunity to have sjxiken of it in their 
works The malleable glass, mentioned by Pli- 
ny, and Caligula’s extraflioii of gold from 
orpiment, are p.oofs of skill only in vitrifica- 
tion and assaying. 

GOLDEN IMAGE, a large image, or idol, e- 
redled by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babyloiy 
in the plain of Dura Its height, according 
to Scripture account, was threescore cubits, 
and its breadth six cubits, that is, it was ninety 
feet high, and nine feet broad. But its height 
3 A 
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is to be understood of both image and pedestal, 
otherwise it must have been considei ably out 
of proportion. Nebuchadnezzar, on the erec- 
tion of this idol, made a solemn dedication of 
it, to which he invited the principal officers ot 
’the kingdom ; and having issued a proclama- 
tion, that alt his subjects should render it di- 
vine worship, Shadrach, Meshac, and Abed- 
iiego, three of the captive Israelites, by re- 
fusing to comply with the king’s injun^ion, 
incui red his displeasure, and, in consequence 
of it, wcic cast into a burning furnace, where 
their lives were miraculously preserved. This 
wonderful deliverance so affe<51ed the king, 
that he acknowledged the power of the God of 
Israel, and promoted the three Israelites to 
posts of distinguished honour in the province 
of Babylon. — When Xerxes, on his teturn from 
his Giecian expedition, demolished the temple 
of Belus, at Babylon, he found, among the im- 
mense riches of tlut temple, several images or 
statues of gold, among which was one forty 
feet high, which piobably was Nebuchadnez- 
zar’s It contained a thousand Bab}'lonish ta- 
‘Icnts, a sum equivalent to three millions and an 
half of our money. 

GONIADES, Nymphs who frequented thepre- 
cindls of the river Cytherus. 

GORGE, daughter of Oenens, king of Calydon, 
and Althaea his wife, mariied Andremon, by 
whom she bore Oxilus, the leader of the Hera- 
clidae against the Peloponnesus. 

Likewise one of the Danaides. 

GORGONES, GORGONS, were three in num- 
ber, and daughters of Phorcus oi Foi cys, by 
his own sister Ceto. Their names were Medu- 
sa, Euj^ale, and Stheno, and they are repre- 
sented as having scales on tlieir bodies, brazen 
hands, golden wings, tusks like boars, and 
snakes foi hair. The last discrimination, how- 
ever, is confined by Ovid to Medusa, and is 
represented as a punishment inflicted oy Mi- 
nerva upon her for having gratified, in the 
temple of that goddess, the importunities of 
Neptune, who was charmed with her beau- 

, tiful hair. According to some mythologists, 
Perseus having been sent against Medusa by 
the gods, was supplied by Mercury with a 
falchion, by Minerva with a mirror, and by 
Pluto with an helmet, which rendered the wearer 


invisible. Thus equipped, thixMigli the kid of 
winged sandals, ^ steered his toarse towards 
Tartessus, where finding the objeft a( his 
search, by the reflection of his mirror, he was 
enabled to aim' his weapon, without meeting 
her eye, (for her look would have turned him 
to stone), and at one blow struck off her head. 
When Perseus had slain Medusa, the other 
sisters pursued him, but he escaped from their 
sight by means of his helmet They were af- 
terwards thrown into hell.— There were other 
Gorgons also, born of the same parents ; for 
which see Craeae. Authors are not agreed in 
the accounts they give of the Gorgons : Dio- 
dorus Siculus maintains, that the Gorgons and 
Amazons were warlike nations of women, who 
inhabited that part of Lybia which lay on the 
lake Tritonis. We may well imagine, says 
that author, that they had frequent quarrels, 
as being women and neighbours* he then re- 
lates a story of a most bloody engagement be- 
tween tbeni, in which the Amazons prevailed, 
three thousand of the Gorgons being made 
prisoners, and the rest obliged to take shelter 
in a wood. To this retreat the Amazons set 
fire, in hopes of exterminating the race of the 
Gorgons ; but the wind proving unfavourable, 
they were not only obliged to desist, but also 
to retire within their own territories. T here, 
intoxicated with their victory, they gave them- 
selves up to rejoicing, and the guard in the 
night being negligently kept, their more vigi- 
lant prisoner seized the opportunity, and with 
the arms of their conquei ors massacred many, 
but at last were themselves overpowered.—— 
Myrina, queen of the Amazons, caused monu- 
ments to l>e erected to her female warriors who 
had fallen on the occasion ; which monuments 
were visible in the days of our author. The 
extermination of these female nations was not 
effected till Hercules undertook and perform- 
ed It. The account of the Gorgons given 

by Pausanias, is much to the same purpose. 
According to him Medusa, after the death of 
her father, reigned over the people dwelling 
near the lake Tritonis. This queen was pas- 
sionately fond of hunting and war, so that she 
laid the neighbouring countries waste* at 
length Perseus making war on them, and kill- 
ing the queen herself, when he came to survey 
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tiie field of battle, was so struck at her beauty, 
that he ordered her head to be cut oil; and 
carried it to shew his countrymen the Greeks, 
who could not behold it without astonish- 
ment These accounts appear somewhat cre- 
dible, but the Gorgons in general are consi- 
dered as a kind of monstrous females, who liv- 
ed in woods and forests , though others de- 
scribe them as young women of opulent for- 
tunes, who improved their revenues with sin- 
gular economy.— -These add, that Phorcus their 
lather, had formed a golden sUtue of Minerva, 
four cubits high, which he designed to have 
deposited in the temple of that goddess, but 
dying before the consecration, his daughters 
lodged it among their treasure, and Perseus 
carried it oiF. Olaus Rudebeck, one of those 
who have written the most learnedly on the 
fable of the Gorgons, deems them to have been 
princesses of great wisdom and valour, who go- 
verned their dominions with admirable econo- 
my. See Medusa, Eutyale, Stbeno. 

GORGOPHONE, daughter of Perseus and An- 
dromeda, was wife of Periercs, king of the 
Messenians in the Peleponnesus. Having sur- 
vived her husband, she married again with 
Oebalus ; and is the first woman recorded in 
profane story who twice entered the conjugal 
state. This innovation, says Bayle, cannot be 
so great a disgrace to her as Lamech’s was to 
him, when he introduced an innovation by 
marrying two wives who both lived with him at 
the same time. But this was not the only de- 
viation from a general regulation in the same 
family, for the children of Gorgophone were 
guilty of incest. By her first husband she had 
two sons, Aphareus or Amphareus, and Leu- 
cippus ; by her second, a daughter named 
Arenc, who married Aphareus, and two sons, 
Icarus and Tyndarua , the latter was father of 
Helen. Aphareus suffered his son to reign 
with him at Messenia, but kept the chief au- 
thority in tus own hands. He built a city 
which, ||bm his wife, he called Arcne. Gor- 
gophone was buried at Argos, the place of her 
nativity. 

Another OdrcOfhome was one of the Da- 
naides. 

GORGOPHONUS, son of Ele^lryon. 

GORGOPHORA, a surname of Minerva, from 

4 
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the head of the Gorgon which she bore on her 
shield. 

GORGYTHION, son of Priam, slain by Teucer. 

GOUNJA TICQVOA ; so the Hottentots call the 
supreme God. The word, in their language, 
signifies the God of Gods They say he is a 
good man, who does no body any liurt, and 
who dwells far above the muon. Some of them 
contend, that Gounja Ticqvoa has, at times, 
descended, and become visible to them ; and 
that he always appears in co’our, shape, and 
apparel, like the finest among them. But the 
more intelligent Hottentots look upon these 
persons as visionaries and madmen , for, say 
they, is it to be believed, that the Supreme 
God condescends to come amongst us, since 
the Moon, who is an interior god, does not 
condescend to do so ? It does not appear that 
the Hottentots pay any aiSl of devotion imme- 
diately to this god when they are pressed upon 
this head, some of them will answer, tliat their 
first parents so grievously sinned against the 
Supreme God, that he cursed them and all 
their posterity with hai dness of heart, so that 
they know little of him, and have less incli- 
nation to serve him. The reader is, perhaps, 
surprised to hear of a tradition so like that of 
the fall of man among the savage inhabitants of 
the Cape of Good Hope. 

GRACES, OR CHARITIES. Amongst the multi- 
tude of ancient divinities, none were more ami- 
able than the Graces, nor were theie any whose 
votaries were more numerous. Particular na- 
tions and countries had their appropriate and 
local deities, but the empire of the Graces w'as 
universal To their influence was ascribed all 
that could please in nature and in art , and to 
them every rank and )>rofession concurred in 
offering their vows. Then number was gene- 
rally limited by the ancient poets to three, 
Eupbtosyne, Tbalta, Aglata, or Pautbea; but 
they differed concerning their origin. Some 
supposed them to have been the offspring of 
Jupiter and Eurynome, or Eunomia, daughter 
of Oceanus ; whilst others considered them as 
children of Sol and Aegle but the most pre- 
valent opinion is, that they were descended 
from Bacchus and Venus. According to Ho- 
mer, Aglaia, the youngest, was married to 
Vulcan, and another of them to the God of 
3 A » 
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Sleep The Graces were companions of Mer- 
tury, Venus^ and the Muses. At first, they were 
symbolized by rude stones; but, afterward, 
they assiimed human figures, entirely 
The only monument remaining, in which they 
are thus exhibited, is in the Villa Borghese. 
"With respect to the Graces, naked, those of 
the Ruspolj Palace, which are represented as of 
half the human growth, are the largest, most 
beautiful, and best preserved , and as the heads 
of these ai’C originals, whilst those of the Borg- 
hese Villa are modern and ugly, they may 
serve to determine the judgment, on the pro- 
per mode of representing them. These heads 
are destitute of any adventitious ornament. 
The hair is fastened around them by a narrow 
fillet , but, on two of the figures, is colle<5tcd 
into a knot on the nape of the neck. The faces 
of these goddesses express neither gaiety nor 
solemnity, but that serene satisfadtion jieculiar 
to the innocent simplicity of their age Pau- 
sanias was at a loss to ascertain the time when 
the custom of assigning them drapery ceased 
He hath, however, enumerated several statues 
and pastures ( by Bupalus, Apelles, Pythagoras, 
and Socrates), all of which were repiesented as 
clothed. In a temple, dedicated to them by 
the Eleans, were placed their figures made of 
wood, and invested with garments ot gold , 
the faces, hands, and feet were of white marble* 
one held a rose, another a die, and the third a 
sprig of myrtle Eteocles king of the Orcho- 
menians, was the first who devoted a temple to 
their worship They were said to have fie- 
quented his coimtry, for the sake of bathing in 
the fountain Acidalius. Festivals were cele- 
brated in honour of them throughout the whole 
year, but the vernal season was principally 
consecrated to them. They were esteemed the 
dispensers of liberality, eloquence, and wisdom, 
and from them were derived simplicity of man- 
ners, a graceful deportmept, and gaiety of dis- 
position From their inspiring afts of gratitude 
and mutual kindness, they were described as 
knitting hand in hand with each other. The 
ancients partook of but lew lepasts without in- 
voking them, as well as the Muses but whilst 
those, who sought the indulgence of the latter, 
drank nine glasses, the votaries of the Graces 
were lestrifted to three. 


GRADIVUS, a name of Mars, taken either from 
his stateliness in marching, or from his vigour 
in brsmdishing his spear. It is also applied to 
him when he rages, as Quirinus is, when he is 
quiet : accordingly there were two temples at 
Rome, one within the city dedicated to him as 
Mars Quirinus, the preserver of its peace ; the 
other without, inscribed to Mars Gradivus, the 
warrior, and defender against external enemies. 

GRAEAE, three sisters represented as three old 
women who 'lived in Scythia, and had but one 
eye and one tooth in common amongst them, 
both which they occasionally used, and then 
deposited in a coflUn. They are sometimes also 
called Lamiae and Empusae, and are said to 
have been descended from Phorcys and Ceto, 
parents of the Gorgons, to whom, by this ac- 
count, they must have been sisters. These 
Empusae had the faces, necks, and breasts of 
women, but below they w'ere covered with 
scales, and terminated like serpents. Their 
breasts were naked, and their bosoms quite 
open thus they invited men to discourse, and 
when they approached near, flew upon them, 
strangled them, and tore them in pieces. Some 
authors only mention one Lamia, whom Jupiter 
debauched Perseus, when he went to kill 
Medusa, carried off the common tooth and eye 
fiom these three Scythian hags, nor did he re- 
store them till they had informed him where 
the Nymphs dwelt who had sandals furnished 
with wings. See Lamta, Lamiae 

G RAG US, an epithet of Jupiter among the Ly- 
cians 

GRATION, one of the rebel giants vanquished 
by Diana 

GREAT MOTHER. See Cybele. 

GROV ES. See Sacred Groves 

GRUS, a dance annually performed at Delphi by 
the young Athenians round the altar of Apollo, 
in the festival observed ,to the honour of that 
god. The steps and figures of this dance were 
designed to express the turnings and windings 
of the Cretan Labyrinth, in which Theseus kill- 
ed the Minotaur. 

GRYNEUS, one of the Centaurs who encountered 
the Lapithae 

GUNEUS, a Grecian chief under whom the Per- 
raebians and E^^ns sailed againstTroy in twen- 
ty ships. 
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GY AS, one of the attendants of Aeneas, who 
distinguished himself in the games occasioned 
by the death of Anchises. 

GYGES, one of the giants who set Jupiter at 
liberty when he was imprisoned by a junto of 
the deities. He was brother of Briarcus, and 
called to this friendly office in behalf of Jupiter, 
along with Cottus and Briareus, by Thetis. — 
How these, with others of their race, afterwards 
revolted, and in what manner they were dver- 
thrown, may be seen under the article Giants. 

Alsothenameof a Lydian usurper, who slew Can- 
daules his master, and' leapt into his throne 
and his bed. He is fabled to have possessed a 
ring, which, when turned towards the palm of 
his hand, rendered him invisible, although he 
could see every one about him. 

Gyges, a leader under Aeneas, who was killed by 
Turnus. 

GYMNASIARCH, the master or diredlor of a 
Gymnasium. 

GYMNASIUM, a place fitted for performing 
bodily exercise. Among the ancients it was a 
public edifice destined for that purpose, in 


which those who resorted thither were taught, 
and I'egularly disciplined under proper instruc- 
tors. See Gams Olympic. 

GYMNASTIC and GYMNIC, belonging to the 
exercise of the body, whether for health, de- 
fence, or diversion. In these consisted the 
chief diversions of the Olympic, Nemaean, 
Pythian, and Isthmian games, or the four sa- 
cred games of the Greeks. See Gams Olympic. 

GYMNOPAEDIA, a kind of sacred dance in 
use among the Lacedemonians, performed 
during their sacrifices by young persons who 
danced naked, singing at the same time a 
hymn in honour of Apollo Terpander is re- 
corded as the inventor of this dance Athe- 
nacus describes it as a Bacchic dance, per- 
formed by youths stripped quite naked, with 
certain irregular, though agreeable motions 
and gestures of the body, tlie arms and legs 
being so disposed as to represent a peculiar 
sort of wrestling. 

GYNAECEAS, the wile of Faunus, and leputed 
inother of Bacchus and Midas. 
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Hades, a surname of Pluto, signifying dark, 
gloomy, melancholy, or invisible, fiom his 
sitting in darkness, and tlicrefore not to be 
seen. 

HADES. See Hr//. 

HAECATEUS, father of the Oreades. See 0~ 
readcs. 

DAEMON, a chief under Nestor at the siege of 
Troy. 

Also a character in the Aeneid. 

HAEMON, son of Creon, king of Thebes, who, 
on being told that Antigone had been put to 
death at the command of his father, killed him- 
self on her tomb. See Antigotu. 

HAEMONIUS, the father of Amalthca. 

HAFEDAH, an idol of the Adites, that is, the 
people of a tribe of Arabians, who inhabited 
the country of Hadhramouth, in leineii, or 
Arabia Felix, who were extirpated in the time 
of the prophet Houd, that is, the patriaich 
Heber. This idol was principally invoked for 
obtaining a prosperous journey or voyage. 

HAGNO, the name of a Nymph, and likewise of 
a fountain in Arcadia. 

HALAESUS, OR HALESUS, son of Agamem- 
non, but uncertain by what mother. Being 
exiled from his native country, he settled on 
Mount Massicus, in Campania, arid after hav- 
ing made considerable carnage amongst the 
troops of Aeneas, was himself killed by Pallas, 
the son of Evander. 

HALCYON DAYS, days of peace and tranquil- 
lity. The expression is taken from a sea-fowl 
called, among naturalists. Halcyon, or Alcyon, 
which is said to build its nest about the winter 
solstice, when the weather is observed to be 
still and calm. Halcyon Days, according to 
ancient tradition, are the seven days before, 
and as many after, the brumal solstice, called 
also St. Martin’s summer, famous for the calm- 
ness of the weather, which emboldens the Hal- 
cyon to build, and brood its eggs upon rocks, 

* on the very verge of the sea. Columella also 
gives the denomination Dus Halcyom to a 
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number of days commencing with the 8th of 
the calends of March, on account of the great 
stillness of the Atlantic ocean, usually observed 
at that season. The Halcyon is the bird Al- 
cedo, or King-fisher. 

HALCYONE, one of the Pleiades, or seven 
daughteis of Atlas, by his wife Pleione. 

Also daughter of Aeolus, and wife of Ceyx. See 
Ctyx. 

HALESUS. See Halaesus. 

HALIA, a festival at Rhodes, in honour of the 
Sun Also the name of one of the Nereids. 

HALIMEDE, a Nereid. 

HALIROTHIUS, son of Neptune. See Altro^ 
tan. 

HALITHERSUS, an old man, in the Odyssey 
styled " the Prince of Augurs,” who not only 
foretold the return of Ulysses, but the fate also 
of Penelope’s suitors. 

HALIUS, son of Alcinous, renowned for his 
skill m d.*incing, was killed by Ulysses 

Also a chieftain of Aeneas, killed by Turnus. 

HALMUS, father of Chryse, mother of Phle- 
gyas, by Mars. See Pblegyas. 

Also son of a king of Orchomenos, who was son 
of Sisyphus, and father of Chrysogone. 

HALOCRATES, son of Hercules and Olym- 
pusa. 

HALOTIA, a festival observed in Tegea. 

HALYAEETUS, a man mentioned in Ovid, as 
transformed to a bird so called. 

HALYATTES. SeeAlyaites. 

HALYS, a leader under Aeneas, killed by Tur- 
nus. 

HAMA DRY ADES, or HAMADRYADS, cer- 
tain rural divinities in the Pagan theogony, or 
Nymphs of the Woods, whose fate depended on 
particular trees, together with which th^ were 
supposed to be bom, and to die. It was prin- 
cipally to oaks that these Hemadryades were 
thus united , their name being derived from 
togetbtr veitb, and oh oak. Ovid has 
elegantly described the complaints and misfor- 
tunes of an Hamadryad, whpm the impious 
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Erisichthon was going to destroy : She inha- 
bited an oak of a prodigious si/e, and the ser- 
vants of Erisichthon not daring to obey their 
master, who had ordered them to fell this ve- 
nerable tree, he undertook the performance 
himself, tor which atnicious a£l he was perse- 
cuted by Ceres. The Hamadryads weic ex- 
tremely grateful to those who rescued them 
from death, a particular instance of which the 
Scholiast of Apollonius hath related. A certain 
person named Rhaecus, peiccivingan oak ready 
to tail, ordered his sons to support and fix it 
the Hamadryad, who must have perished had 
the oak fallen, ajipeared to Rhaecus, and thank- 
ed him for saving her life, permitting him, at 
the same time, to demand what recompense he 
pleased : Rhaecus, emboldened by an offer so 
unreserved, demanded the last favour, and the 
Hamadryad granted his request ; but on this 
condition, that Rhaecus, should abstain from 
all other women. A bee was appointed by the 
Hamadryad as the messenger between them , 
but happening to arrive inoppoitunely for 
Rhaecus, it incurred his displeasure , m conse 
quence of which, the Hamadryad exasjieiatcd, 
occasioned his mutilation Anotlier story of 
an Hamadryad, with a more fortunate conclu- 
sion, is related by the same Scholiast, for which 

the reader is referred to the article Arcai 

Those who destroyed the trees on which the 
life of an Hamadryad depended, were sure to 
be punished for it in an exemplary manner , as 
appears not only from the instance of Erisich- 
thon, but from many others. The Hama- 
dryades in the opinion of some authors, wei c 
the longest lived of all mortal beings , as the 
following recital may shew •< The age of man 
is ninety-six years ; the raven lives nine times 
as long as a man, the stag four times as long as 
the raven ; the crow three times as long as the 
stag ; the phoenix nine times as long as the 
crow, and the Hamadryads ten times as long as 
the phoenix ” according to which poetical aiith- 
metic, the raven lives eight hundred and sixty 
four years, the stag three thousand four hun- 
dren and fifty -six, the crow ten thousand three 
hundred and sixty-eight, the phoenix ninety- 
three thousand three hundred and twelve, and 
the Hamadryad nine hundred thirty -three thou- 
■and one hundred and twenty-one years, which 


computation Pliny very justly censures as ridi- 
culous and absui d It w as natural for the Gen- 
tiles to fall into the opinion of these sort of divi- 
nities, for as they entcitained a kind of religi- 
ous veneration for such trees as were very old, 
and of uncommon bulk, it was an easy transi- 
tion to the belief that they were the abodes of 
some divinity tiic oak which Eiisichthon cut 
down was revcied ioi its size and ant'quity, and 
was hung round w ith monuments of devotion. 
'* The vulgar notion of Hamadryads now, as 1 
take it,” says the autlior ot Polyraetis, " is that 
of certain Geniuses or Nyii'phs vitally annexed 
to trees. The notion of the old Scholiasts is 
that of a set of Nymphs coeval with cei tainoaks, 
or at least fated to perish with them * neither of 
these seem to me to agree with the notion of 
Hamadryads in the mythology of the old Ro- 
mans 1 he Roman poets use the w ord Hama- 
dryads rather as a charafter of the Nymphs in 
general, than as the name of any particular 
classof Nymphs; they use it sometimes in speak- 
ing of the Dryads themselves, and sometimes of 
the other Nymphs, the com pan ons of the Dry- 
ads, as the word natuially seems to signify — 
Virgil, I think, nevei uses the word Hama- 
dryads but once, and that is whcie he seems to 
be speaking of the rural Kyinphs in general — • 
In the two or three places wheieOvid mentions 
them, he is speaking eilbci of Wood-nymphs, 
or ofthe followers of Diana. The Water-nymphs 
were such frequent companions of tiie Wood- 
nymphs, or Diyads, that Virgil calls them 
sisters, and w hen the othpr Roman poets speak 
of Nymphs, cither as piesiding over single 
trees, or as more intimately united with them, 
they mention Naiads under these charadters, 
just as freely as Diyades. This common idea 
among the ancients, ot Nymphs, or intellec- 
tual beings, annexed to trees, must have made 
the story of Erisichthon in Ovid, and that of 
Polydoius in Virgil, appear much more natu- 
ral and obvious to their rcadeis then, than they 
do to us now ; it will account, too, for their 
worshipping of trees, as we find they some- 
times did, not only from their poets, but their 
historians Livy speaks of an ambassador’s ad- 
dressing himself to an old oak, as to an intelli- 
gent person and a divinity.” 

HAMITHEA See Hetmtbea. 
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HAMMONj OR AMMON, the Jupiter of the A- 
fricans. See Jupiter. 

HAMOPAON, a Trojan chieftain, killed by Teu- 
cer. 

Happiness see FeUaty 

HARMONIA, OR HERMIONE, daughter of 
Mars and Venus, and wife of Cadmus. See 
Cadmus 

HARMONIDES, a Trojan, who was favoured by 
Minerva. The vessel in which Pans embaiked 
with Helen, it is said, was built by him. 

HARPALEUS, the son of Lycaon. 

HARPALICE, See Harpalyce. 

HARPALION, son of Pylamenes, was killed be- 
fore Troy, by Merion of Crete 

HARPALYCE, a beautiful young woman, daugh- 
ter of Clymenus and Epicastc, of Argos. Her 
father becoming enamoured of her, found 
means, by the contrivance of her attendant, to 
gain access to her person. Soon after, Alastcr, 
to whom Hai palyce had been betrothed, arriv- 
ing to consummate the inaniage, magnificent 
preparations were made, the nuptials were so- 
Icmni/ed, and the bridegroom departed w ith 
his bride Her father, however, mortified that 
he had yielded his consent, not only puisued 
them, but, having ovci taken, slew Alastor, 

and icturncd with his daughter to Aigos 

Harpalyce, to revenge heisclf for the treatment 
of her father, mui dered, and served up to him 
us food, her younger brother, after which, im- 
ploring the gods to take her out of life, she was 
changed by them to a bird Hyginus, how- 
ever, 1 elates that the child she piepared for 
v.'Iyn.cmis to eat, was lier own ofispring by 
him, and that Clymenus discovciing the 
tian«adfion, killed both Harpalyce and him- 
self. 

HARPALYCE, daughter of Harpalycus, king 
of the Amymneans m Thrace, was brought up 
on the milk of a cow and a mare, and trained 
early to arms by her father, to whom she was 
of singular service . for, had she not come to his 
..id when Ncoptolemus, (or Pyrrhus, the son 
I'f Achilles) attacked and wounded him, he 
must inevitably have fallen Harpalyce, how- 
c\er, charging the enemy with great fury, 
routed Ncoptolemus. Her father soon after 
perishing in a ci\il war, Harpalyce retired 
into forests, and Ihei c subsisted on plunder and 


rapine. The attempts which were made to se- 
cure her, were all found to fall ; for such was 
her speed that, when pursued even on horse- 
' back, she could not be taken. At length, 
however, being intercepted by nets, spread as 
if designed for the capture of brutes, she was 
killed. Nevertheless, the perpetrators of the 
faft rued their temerity ; for a contest having 
arisen in ascertaining the claims of the proprie- 
tors to the articles she had pjllaged, a battle 
ensued, in which many were killed. A custom 
was afterwards established of meeting on stated 
occasions at the tomb of Harpalyce, there to 
celebrate tournaments in atonement of her 
death. 

HARPALYCE, a young female, who being pas- 
sionately in love with Iphiclus, died of grief 
because he negle6tcd her. 

A poetic composition relating her story was de- 
nominated Harpalyce from her. 

HARPALYCUS, son of Mercury and Panope, 
was said to have taught Hercules the art of 
wrestling, and other manly exercises 

Also the name of a Thracian king, father of Har- 
palyce See Hat palyce 

HARPALYCUS, achaiadterin the Aeneid, kil- 
led by the heroine Camilla. 

HARPE, the name of the falchion with which 
Mercury killed Argus • he lent it to Perseus, 
who pel formed his greatest exploits with it, 
and among others, that of cutting off the head 
of Medusa Its shape, in the antiques which 
represent both these stories, is alike it is a lon- 
ger kind of weapon than was in ordinary use, 
at least among the Romans, with a singular 
hook or spike on its back. The descriptive 
epithets given it by the poets agree entirely 
with the figures of the ancients. 

HARPIES. See Harpytae, or Harpies. 

HARPOCRATES, the Egyptian god of Silence. 
He was said to have been the son of Osins and 
Isis. We know( but little of this deity. His 
statues were usually placed in the temples, and 
near the images of Osiris and Isis, to intimate, 
as Varro and St. Austin imagine, that the peo- 
ple should observe silence, and not divulge 
that these divinities had ever been mortals. He 
was exhibited under the form of a young man, 
half naked, crowned with an Egyptian mitre, 
holding in his left hand a cornucopia^ and a 
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finger of the other, placed on his lips, as if to 
enjoin silence The Egyptian sculptors repre- 
sented Harpocratesupon precious stones, which 
they engraved under certain constellations, and 
preserved to cure distempers, and guard men 
from dangers. Tlie Romans wore on their 
rings figures of Harpocrates and other Egyp- 
tian gods. The sevei al cabinets of Europe fcir- 
nish a number of figures of Harpocrates, all hav- 
ing a finger on the mouth, though in other par- 
ticulars they vary Ovid ranks Harpocrates 
amongst the Egyptian deities which appeared 
to Telethusa, but avoids to mention his name 
Harpocrates is likewise called HtgahoM, from 
the Greek X»yii, silence. A late author observes 
that the Romans, who borrowed this image 
from Egypt, entirely mistook its meaning ; 
and maintains that Harpocrates was the Horus, 
or emblematical statue which denoted the peace 
or repose of winter, that the cornucopia a- 
mong the Egyptians signified plenty, and the 
finger placed on the lips denoted moderation 
and temperance, both necessary to a proper 
enjoyment of the bounties of Providence 
HARPYIAE, OR HARPYES, were thice in 
number, their names Celaeno, Acllo, and Ocy- 
pete. Some mention them as daughteis ofO- 
ceanus and Terra, whence, says Seivius, it is 
that they inhabit an island half on land, and half 
in water Valerius Flaccus makes them daugh- 
ters of Typhon ; others give them Thaumus 
and Eledlra, for their parents. The ancients 
looked on the Harp)'es as a sort of Genii, or 
Daemons Hesiod, who names them Iris, Aello 
and Ocypetc, styles them, also, daughters of 
Thaumus and Eleftra ; and affirms, that they 
had wings, and moved with the rapidity of the 
wind. Zephyrus is said to have begotten ol 
them Balius and Xanthus, the horses of Achil- 
les. They had the faces of virgins, the ears 
of bears, the bodies of vultures, human arms 
and feet, and long claws, hooked like the ta- 
lons of carniverous birds. They dwelt in 
Thrace. Phineus, king of Arcadia, being a 
prophet, and revealing the mysteries of Juj)iter 
to mortals, was by that deity struck blind, and 
80 tormented with the Harpyes, that he was rea- 
dy to perish for hunger ; they devouring what- 
ever was set before him ; till the sons of Boreas, 
Zethes and Calais, who attended Jason in his 
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expedition to Colchis, delivered the good old 
king, and drove these monsters to the islands 
called Strophadcs ; compelling them to swear 
never more to leturn. Vossius thinks, that 
what the ancients have i elated of the Harpyes 
agree to no other buds so well as the bats found 
in the territories of Darien in South America, 
which animals kill not only birds, but dogs and 
cats, and aic also vciy troublesome to men.— • 
But the aiuients, as the same author observes, 
being strangers to these buds, could mean by 
the Harpyes nothing moie than the winds, on 
which account they weie described as the off- 
spring of Eledtra, the daughter of Oceanus — 
1 he Harpyes, according to the ingenious Abbe 
laPluche, had their orig.nal in Egypt He fiii- 
ther observes, in respcdl to them, that during 
the months of April, May, and June, especi- 
ally the two latter, Egypt being very subjciTl 
to tern pests, which laid waste their olivegrounds, 
and carried thither numerous swarms of grass- 
hopjiers, and other tioublcsome insedls from 
the shores of the Red Sea , the Egyptians gave 
to then emblematic figures of these months a 
female face, with the bodies and claws of birds, 
calling i\\Qn\naiop,or A noxious x>o} all! e 1 his so 
lution of the fable coi responds Wjth the opinion 
of Le Clei c , w ho takes the Harpyes to have 
been a swarm of locusts, the word Arbi whence 
JIarpy is formed, signifying in their language a 
locust 

HARUSPEX. See Augury, under the article of 
Divinatiom. 

HEALER, an epithet of Apollo, from his enll- 
veiling warmth and salutaiy influence. 

HEALTH, the ancients })0i sonified and deified 
health, or rather eiedled a goddess to whom 
they supposed the care of health to belong.!— • 
The Greeks worshipped her under the name of 
Hygcia, making her daughter of Aesculapius 
and Meditrina, and the Latins under that of 
Salus. The place of her worship at Rome was 
ofi theMons Quirinalis, wheie she had not only 
a temple, but in it a celebrated statue crowned 
with medieinal herbs. She was represented as 
a female sitting on a throne, and holding a 
globe. Near her was an altar, encompassed by 
a snake, with its head writhing above it. Some- 
times she bore a serpent turning round her 
left arm, to which she held a patera , the in- 
S 3 B 



370 heb pantheon. hec 


scnption Sal. Aug. In her temple was per- 
formed the Augunum SaluUs, aceiemony which 
Augustus revived from desuetude. It was a 
<lay set apart annually for enquiring of the gods 
hy divination, whether they would allow the 
people to pray for peace On this day the Ro- 
man armies were forbidden to inarch or engage. 
It 1.S woithy of remark, that the priests of this 
temple, (which some place near the gate called 
Poita Salutaiis) arrogated to themselves the 
sole piivilcgc of offering supplications for the 
health of every individual, as well as for the 
w ell-being of the state. One of the Fabii paint- 
ed the temple of this goddess, and thence took 
the name of Piftor This {Minting was pre- 
sci ved till the temple itself was burnt down, in 
the time of Claudius. The Romans boi c a high 
lespcft for Hygeia, looked upon her as the sa- 
viour of the empiie, and gave her that title on 
thcii medals. Ai istophancs tells us, that in the 
temiile of Aesculapius, at Sicyon, was a statue 
of Hygeia, almost wholly covered with a veil, 
to which the females of that town dedicated 
their locks , and we find her often i epi esented, 
upon ancient monuments and medals, some- 
times with her father, and fiequently by her- 
self 

llEHDOME. See Ebdome. 

HEBE, goddess of youth, was, according to Ho- 
mer, daughter of Jupiter and Juno, but most 
authois agree in the following account. Juno 
being invited to an -entertainment in the pa- 
lace of Jupiter, ate heartily of wild lettuces, by 
which means she instantly conceived, and af- 
terwards brought forth a daughter, to whom 
the name of Hebe was given. Jupiter, delighted 
with her beauty, made her his cup-bearer, 
but poor Hebe, in the execution of her office, 
happening in a fall to discover her sex, Jupiter, 
shocked at the indecency, turned her out of of- 
fice, and introduced Ganymedes in her room — 
To repair this disgrace, Hebe, on the assump- 
tion of Hercules to heaven, was bestowed upon 
him as his w ife, in consequence of which, their 
nuptials were celebrated with all the pomp pe- 
culiar to a celestial wedding By this union 
she had a son named Anicetus, and a daughter 
called Alexiaie. At the request of Hercules, 
her husband, Hebe restored lolaus, son of Iphi- 
clus to youth. This goddess was held in high 


honour among the Sicyonians, who eredled a 
temple to her by the name of Dia ; she had ipi- 
other temple at Girinth, which was an asylum 
for all fugitives ; and the Athenians consei- 
crated an altar in common to her and Hercules. 
My thologists make Hebe signify that mild tem- 
perature of the air which awakens to life the 
trees, plants, and flowers, and clothes the earth 
in vegetable beauty ; but when she slips or falls, 
that is, when the flowers fade, and the leaves 
drop off', Ganymedes, or the winter, occupies 
her place. The idea of Hebe among the Ro- 
mans,” says Mr Spence, " seems to have been 
much the same with that of eternal youth, or 
an immortality of bliss , agreeably to which 
she is represented on a gem in the Great Duke’s 
colle6fion at Florence with a young airy look, 
and drinking out of a little bowl , or, accord- 
ing to our Milton’s expiession, " quaffing im- 
mortality and joy.” 

Amongst all the representations of goddesses, 
tliose of Hebe are by far the least tommon.— 
Two woiks m relief, and both in the villa Al- 
bani, pi esent to us the upper parts of her figure, 

' but without any attribute to discriminate the 
goddess, oi her character and though on a 
third bas-rclief, preseived in the villa Borghese, 
Hebe may be easily ascei tamed fiom other 
circumstances, yet the only distin£ilon between 
her and the other goddesses consists in her dress, 
which IS tucked up in the manner of the young 
Camillae, assisting at a sacrifice, or boys wait- 
ing at table. Naucydes, of Argos, placed his 
statue of Hebe by the famous Juno of Polycle- 
tes, both which were composed of ivory and 
gold , but Pausanias mentions no attribute ex- 
hi lilted by Naucydes, as an appropriate cha- 
racteristic of the goddess. She may, however, 
be represented as carrying in her hand the gob- 
let in which she tendered ambrosia to the gods. 
Thus she appears on three gems in the cabinet 
of Stosch, but with this difference, that on the 
gems the figures are naked, whereas the statue 
of Naucydes must have been clothed. 

HEBRUS, son of Doliacon, an adherent of Ae- 
neas, was killed by Mezentius. 

HECAERGE, daughter of Boreas, by Orithya, 
daughter of Erechtheus, king of Athens. 

HECALE See Hecalesta, 

HECALESlA,*a Grecian festival in honour of 
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Jupiter, sumamed Hecalesius, or Hccaliis, 
from Hecale, a borough of Attica ; or from an 
old woman called Hecale, who had ereiled a 
statue to him. This Hecale, when Theseus was 
on his expedition against the Marathonian bull, 
entertained him with singular expressions of 
kindness, and even made prayers and vows to 
the gods for procuring him a safe return The- 
seus having conquered the bull, and finding on 
his coming back the old woman to be dead, or- 
dered, in giatitude to her memory, that she 
should be commemorated at this annual solem- 
nity. 

HECALESIUS, HECALUS, names of Jupiter 
See Hecalena. 

HECAMEDE, daughter of Arsinous, who, when 
Tenedos was plundered by the Greeks, became 
the property of Nestor 

HECATE, an internal goddess, the same with ' 
Diana, who was called Triformis and Terge- 
mina, that is, the triple goddess ; being Luna in 
heaven, Diana on earth, and Hecate m hell 
though some authors make Hecate and Luna 
distindt goddesses from Diana Hecate was 
said to have been daughter of Jupiter and Ce- 
res, though 011161*8 give her different parents 
See Diana 

It may be pi oper to subjoin to this general ac- 
count of Hecate, a more minute investigation 
of her history and woi*ship She projierly was 
nt) other than Proserpine, under the charafter 
of a divine agent, whose province was the pu- 
nishment of crimes. It is well known that the 
Greeks placed hell in the centre of the earth, 
and supposed it to be the region of punishment 
after death Proserpine, as daughter of the 
earth, signifies, in general, every thing con- 
tained in it, and considered as the wife of Pluto, 
necessarily presided over the appointed distri- 
bution of sufferings. ^Some authors suppose 
that there were caverns in the moon, of which 
the largest was denominated Hecate, and where 
the souls of the wicked underwent different 
punishments. The relation of this planet to 
the goddess was, no doubt, the only ground of 
the conceit. 

Of Hecate no mention occurs in Homer, but He- 
siod, who was nearly his contemporary, hath 
repeatedly mentioned her. The antiquity 
therefore of her worship cannot be questioned. 

4 


Her name has been derived from afar off, 
&c. in reference to the place of hei 
abode. Servius, however, derives it from 
'ix*To», a bundled, on account of her numerous 
powers , whilst others consider it as expressive 
of the abundant iiiciease of grain. 

There was certainly some i elation between Atboi , 
the night of the Egyptians, and Hecate the god- 
dess of darkness , but hci identity w'lth the di- 
vinity Anubis is still more obvious Plutarch 
assuies us, that the last had the same powers 
with the Hecate of the Greeks This Egyp- 
tian god was equally celestial and infernal — 
He was represented, like this goddess, with the 
head of a dog, and, from being the symbol lioth 
ofeaithlyand heavenly things, called Heima- 
mihts For the same reason two cocks of dif- 

ft 

ferent colours w'cic sacrihced to her Eveiy 
one knows that this animal was conseciated to 
Mercury, who ixissossed m part the atti ibutcs 
of Anubis, and the surname of Cbihoman Pro- 
serpine also was called Cbtboman, orsuhtciia- 
nean. Representing Diana, she was taken for 
a celestial divinity, and diftbied not from He- 
cate as queen of hell, the invisible goddess, &c 
The Egyptians say that Anubis was the guar- 
dian of the gods, .ind the Giecksalso style He- 
cate the guai dian 

Epiphanius informs us, that Hecate, amongst 
the Egyptians was called Titbrambo, but as this 
circumstance is not mentioned either by Hero- 
dotus, Diodorus Siculus, or the other writers 
of antiquity, it may be supposed that Hecate 
was not known to the Egyptians till after their 
country had been fiequented by the Giecks. — 
Tithrambo may be considered as the obvious 
derivative of the Coptic woids Tt — tbia — embon, 
trafurens, furorem mdens, as explained by the 
learned Jablonski The surname of which 
belonged to Hecate, and signifies tenor and 
honor, confirms the etymology here assigned 
The Coptic translation of the New Testament 
render the passive verb by the word 

ambon, wrath or fury , which agrees with tlie 
divine Avenger of crimes, like Hecate ; in re- 
ference to whom the Egyptians, adopted the 
notion of the Greeks. 

Perhaps, also, Tithrambo was amongst the for- 
mer a surname, or epithet, of Isis, denuncia- 
tory to those who displeased her, of the weight 
3 B 2 
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of her full indignation Diodorus may be sup- 
posed to point out this goddess when he speaks 
of the temple of the dark Hecate, in Egypt.' — — 
Both these terms then were no more than the 
literal translation of Atbor, or of Nepbtyi. The 
Greeks called this goddess not only Brimo, but 
also Cei cs, because her power either extended 
to hell, or else for her resentment against Ju- 
piter. T zetzes pretends that Brtmo and Obrmo 
were names which equally belonged to Proser- 
pine, the Eai th. Death, &c. 

From the distmAion m their public worship of 
Proserpine from Hecate, the Greeks imagined 
various genealogies of this goddess. Of these 
the most ancient makes her the daughter of Ju- 
piter and Ceres, who sent her in search of Pro- 
serpine. A second tradition gives the same 
father to Hecate, but assigns for her mother 
Pheraia, the daughter of Aeolus, who exposed 
her infant at its birth in a place where four 
ways met. The carter of Ceres having there 
found it, took home the child, and nursed it 
hence cioss-ways were consecrated to Hecate, 
who, accoiding to others, was daughter of Ju- 
piter and Juno, or, as Euripides relates, of 
Latona. 

According to Hesiod, the power of Hecate ex- 
tends ovci the heaven as well os over the earth 
and the sea. She grants pre-eminence in popu- 
lar assemblies, victory to warriors, and the 
prize to Athletes She sits by kings whilst ad- 
ministeiing of justice, and hears the prayers 
of hoi semen, huiitei s, and sailoi's. In a word, 
is the dispenser of riches, and the augmenter 
or dinnnisher of flocks. Such are the princi- 

pal tiaits which the poet employs to discrimi- 
nate the goddess : it is indeed readily admit- 
ted that they have but little agreement with 
her attiibutes in hell; but, on the contrary, 
rather seem to distinguish her superintendance 
on earth. 

This ancient poet adds, that Jupiter abridged 
Hecate of no prerogative she possessed under 
the reign of the Titans, (or Pelasgi) the wor- 
shippeis of heaven and earth by which, per- 
haps, we are to understand that the expe^ation 
of a future state for the infliction of punishment 
was common both to the barbarous and civi- 
lized Greeks. But be this as it might, the mo- 
dern Hecate so much resembled the ancient. 


as to have the same genealogy ascribed to her 
by many. Valerius Flaccus, adopting this erro- 
neous opinion, very improperly applies to the 
later Hecate the epithet Perseia, and Diodorus, 
following the principles of Euhemerus, hath 
made her the daughter of Perseus, who reigned 
in Tauiis, and wile of Aetes, king of Colchis, 
by whom he had Circe and Medea. 

The ancient Hecate was represented with only 
one face and a single body. Alcamenes, who 
floui ished about four hundred and forty years 
before the Christian era, was the first, accord'* 
ing to Pausanias, who thought of making- a 
statue of this goddess, with three faces and 
three bodies, back to back. In the six hands 
were placed a sword, poniards, whips, cords, 
torches, a crown of laurel, and a key. On her 
head a dragon is sometimes placed, and at her 
feet a dog, whooe figure she assumes. 

This domestic animal was principally consecrated 
to Hecate, the president of cross-roads, and to 
whom Lycophron gave the title of KUMfetyv, or 
dog -eater. Dogs were sacrificed to her, and, 
at Rome, their entrails were employed in puri- 
fications to her honour. The mullet and maena 
were ordinarily used in the ollerings to this 
goddess, styled Tnglcne, because the former 
was denominated Trigle by the Gieeks. 

The statues of Hecate were placed where three 
ways met, and before the doors of houses, be- 
cause she was regarded as the goddess of lus- 
trations Others also were erected to her in 
public ways, and in little cells, according to 
a long established custom. At each new moon, 
the wealthier citizens exposed a repast, or of- 
fering, m the evening, of vaiious viands to 
Hecate, who was supposed to consume them, 
though it was well known that they served as 
food for the indigent. Those who prepared 
tliese repasts were forbidden to taste them. Be- 
sides bread and several other eatables, eggs 
were oflered to this goddess, as being supposed 
to possess an expiatory virtue. Lucian repre- 
sents a cynic as devouring with avidity these 
several kinds of food, puppies perhaps except- 
ed, which were included with the rest. The 
day of this singular festival was called rfuoMt,. 
and every thing promised in it was a kind of 
expiation. 

As Spectres have ever been called forth from 
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hell, it i$ natural that Hecate should have the 
power to make them appear. They were ima- 
gined to be of enormous bulk, and to have the 
head of a dragon. In general they were named 
Hecateans, and the most remarkable of them 
tmpousa. The latter is mentioned by Aristo- 
phanes, and described as having a countenance 
blazing with light, and a thigh or leg of brass 
Others, however, represent it with only a bra- 
zen foot, but capable of changing its shape. 
As the offspring of darkness it was an obje6l 
of evil augury, and according to the Etynio- 
logicon Magnum was called OvMroAq The tri- 
form figure of the goddess was sufficient to 
dissipate these speflres, or check their pre- 
tended fury. According to Sophron the same 
eflFe6l was produced by the howling of whelps, 
which dread, says Theociitus, the piesencc of 
the subterranean Hecate, when she rages 
among tombs, or the bloody efflux of slaugh- 
ter. 

This goddess appears in dreams to those who in- 
voke her, and finds herself compelled, by cer- 
tain mysteiious charms, to make iier visible 
on earth. Drawn forth by the evocations 
of Medea, she is represented as having her 
head encompassed by serpents, with branches 
of oak, spreading light every where around 
her, and making all places resound with the 
hayings of hell-hounds, and the shrieks of the 
Nymphs of Phasis. Phaedra implores, accord- 
ing to Seneca, the triform goddess, as always 
armed with a blazing torch, a whip, and a 
sword, when, by virtue of magical enchant- 
ments, she IS forced to apjiear. 

When the olyedl of them is either to recal, or be 
revenged on a faithless lover, a circle is em- 
ployed comprehending figures and mysterious 
charafilers, which bear the name of Hecate , 
and whilst this circle was turning, the famous 
invocation luyg was pronounced. Tliat this 
goddess should be aiding to illicit love is not 
more to be wondered at, than that the same 
charafter should be attributed to Isis. Eudoxus 
inquired why erotic concerns belonged to the 
latter rather than to Ceres , but Phitaicb, who 
hath recorded the questipn, oflers nothing in 
reply- Tlie idea, however, of such a power, 
would have been incompatible with the chas- 
tity ascribed to the Grecian goddess. On this 


account, therefore, this department of love 
was more properly ascribed to Hecate, as 
needing the veil of that darkness over which 
this divinity presided. For the same reason 
she had under her protection the most cele- 
brated enchantresses, particularly those of 
Thessaly. 

When any beverage contained a deadly poison, 
it was consecrated to Pioserpinc or Hecate, 
by whose name enchantresses swore. In that 
beautiful Idyllium of Theocritus, intitled the 
Enchantress, Simaethe prays the goddess that 
her charms may not prove inferior to those of 
Circe and Medea. To the latter Hecate had 
given the knowledge of all plants of the earth 
and the sea, which might serve to appease the 
violence of flames, stop the course of rivers, 
or retard the motions of the stars Tibullus, 
in attempting to aggiandtze the knowlegc of 
an enchantress, affirms, that she alone had m 
her power all the venemous plants of Medea, 
and tluit she had quelled the fci ocity of Hecate’s 
dogs. 

The Moon was invoked in incantations conjointly 
with Hecate, not only on account of the pre- 
tended influence of that planet on our aClions, 
but also, because the ancients regarded it as 
belonging to Hecate, the celestial and infernal. 
Diana, for this reason, was confounded with 
her, whence the epithet Hecataia 

These several details sufficiently shew why the 
later Platonists considered Hecate and Serapis 
as the first of evil genii ; and why also, the epi- 
thet Am«, or contrary, is given to this goddess, 
who delighted to be invoiced under the titles 
of bitch, lioness, The ancient Hecate, 

mentioned by Hesiod, was a very different 
character She was a beneficent divinity, ap- 
pointed by Jupiter to superintend infants at 
their birth, and to provide for them proper 
nounshment She was succeeded in this em- 
ployment by Genetylhs, to whom dogs were 
consecrated, as they continued to be to the 
new Hecate. 

HECATAEA, the name given also to those ap. 
pantions which made their appearance in the 
mysteries of Hecate. 

HECATEA, statues ereSed to the goddess He- 
cate, for whom the Athenians had a great ve 
neration, believing she was the superintendant 
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of their families, and that she protected their 
children. 

HECATESI A, an annivemry solemnity observ- 
ed by the Stratonicensians m honour of Hecate 
The Athenians had a public entertainment or 
supper cvciy new moon in honour of the same 
goddess, which was provided at the charge of 
the richer sort, and w'as no sooner brought to 
the accustomed place, but the jioor people car- 
ried all oft^ giving out that Hecate had devour- 
ed It This was done in a place where three 
ways met, in allusion to her three-fold nature 
or offices, for an account of which see the ai ti- 
des Diana and Hecate 

HECATOMB, among the ancients a sacrifice of 
an hundred oxen, or, in a laiger sense, an 
hundred animals of any sort The word is 
derived from the Greek Uxtov B»s, centum bovci, 
when taken in the first signification , others 
derive it from Bxvut, an hundred feet, when 
applied in the latter sense, and then it must 
have consisted only of twenty-five animals 
some think a finite number is here put for an 
indefinite, by a figure very usual among the 
poets ; and if so, an Hecatomb means no more 
than a sacrifice consisting of a great number 
of animals : lastly, other writers derive the 
word not from the number of animals offered, 
but of persons present at the sacrifice. Pytha- 
goras IS said to have sacrificed an Hecatomb to 
the Muses through joy and gratitude for hav- 
ing discovered the demonstration of the 47th 
proposition of the first book of Euclid, viz 
that in a right angled triangle the square of 
the hypothenusc is equal to the sum of the 
squaics of the two other sides. Julius Capito^ 
linus relates, that when an Hecatomb was to 
be sacrificed, they erected for that purpose an 
hundred altars of turf, on each of which they 
sacrificed one animal he adds, that when the 
emperors offered Hecatombs, they sometimes 
consisted of an hundred lions, an hundied 
eagles, or the like The month wherein the 
greatest number of Hecatombs was usually 
sacrificed was from thence called Hecatom- 
baeon , it began upon tlie first new moon after 
the summer solstice, and so answers to the 
latter part of June, and the former of July — 
As to the origin of Hecatombs, Strabo relates, 
that tliere were an hundred cities in Laconia, 


and that each city used to sacrifice a bullock 
every year for the common safety of their 
country, whence the institution of the cele- 
brated sacrifice of an hundred viftims called 
Hecatombs arose others refer the origin of He- 
catombs to a plague with which the hundred ci- 
ties of Peloponnesus had been afflifted ; for the 
removal of which they joined in contributing to 
so splendid an offci mg. 

HECATOMBOIA, an ancient Greek festival in 
honour of Juno, celebrated by the Argians and 
Aeginensians, who were a colony from Argos. 
It was so called from {x«Te/jt|3n, which signifies a 
sacrifice of an hundred oxen, it being usual, 
upon the first day of this solemnity, to offer 
so many to Juno, the remains of which were 
distributed among the citizens. There were 
also at this time public sports, first instituted 
by Archinus king of Argos, the prize being a 
brazen shield, and a crown of myrtle In La- 
conia there was also an anniversary solemnity 
called by this name, where they sacrificed an 
hundred oxen for the pieservation of the hun- 
dred cities which flourished at once in that 
country. See Hecatomb. 

HECATOMBPHONIA, a solemn sacrifice to 
Jupiter, offered by the Messenians, when any 
of them killed an hundred enemies. One Aris- 
tomenes of Coiinth, had the good forlune to 
offer no less than three of these. 

HECATOMPOLIS, an epithet given to Crete 
from its hundred cities. 

HE^^ATOMPYLOS, an epithet given to Thebes 
in Egypt, from its hundred gates. 

HECTOR, son of Priam and Hecuba, king and 
queen of Troy, husband of Andromache, and 
father of Astyanax. He was the most valiant 
of all the Trepans, and defended Troy against 
the Greeks during a siege of ten years, but 
was at last slain by Achilles, who brutally 
fixing the body of the dead hero to his cha- 
riot, dragged it thrice round the walls of 
Troy, and for twelve days ddhied it funeral 
rites, till at length it was redeemed by Priam, 
who conferred on this prop of his family and 
of Ilium, the last rites of mortality. Hedfor 
is not more celebrated for his heroism, than 
for his other virtues ; and Ovid, in particular, 
considers him as the model of the best of hus- 
bands. 
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HECUBAf daughter of Dymas^ king of Thrace, 
according to Homer, and of Cisseus, accord- 
ing to Virgil, ivas wife of Priam, king of Troy, 
by whom she had nineteen children, and after 
the destru6lion of that city, fell to the lot of 
Ulysses. She was so incensed at seeing her 
daughter Polyxena sacrificed on the tomb of 
Achilles, that she incessantly poured forth im- 
precations against the Greeks. Arriving in 
Thrace with Ulysses, she was in hopes of find- 
ing her youngest son Polydore in safety, who 
had been committed to the care of Polymnestor 
king of Thrace; but the savage king having 
murdered the youth for the sake of the riches 
sent along with him, the enraged Hecuba toi e 
out his eyes, and, whilst flying fiom the fury 
of the Thracians, was turned, into a bitch. See 
Polymnestor 

HEIL, an idol of the ancient Saxons in England. 
This image was dashed to pieces by Austin, 
the English apostle, who thereu]X)n built Cerne 
Abbey, on the banks of the Frome in Dor- 
setshire. 

HELA, a goddess of the ancientGoths They be- 
lieved that all who did not fall in war, but lived 
peaceably at home, and died of sickness or old 
age, were immediately conveyed to the infci - 
nal goddess Hela, at the appointment of the 
god* Woden , where they pined away with 
hunger, want, and nastiness The Gothic 
theology imports, that Hela has the sovereign- 
ty over nine worlds. They give her a man- 
servant named Ganglate, i e slOiO-xvalking, and 
a maid-servant called Gangloat, which signi- 
fies the same. Her bed is called Koer, i e 
long wasUng and sickness, and the covering 
BUkande, i. e tnaledtSion or cursing Hela is 
partly of a sea-green colour, and partly of the 

colour of the human skin. Such was the 

mythology of the Goths ! 

HELACATAIA, a Laconian festival in honour 
of Helacatas, a boy beloved by Hercules 

HELENA, HELEN, the most accomplished 
beauty of her time, was by some supposed to 
have been the offspring of one of those eggs 
which Leda, the wife of Tyndarus, was ima- 
gined to have produced after her intercourse 
with Jupiter in the form of a swan Others 
pretend that Leda was only the nurse of Helen, 
whibt her real mother w as Nemesis, who bore 


her to Jupiter. Lavish as authors have been 
in their descriptions of her charms, the whole 
of them united are far less impressive than 
that trait in the Iliad, which makes the coun- 
sellors of Priam exculpate both the Greeks and 
Trojans for their efforts to regain, or retain, 
a beauty so divine. At an early period of her 
life she was carried off by Theseus, who con- 
cealed her at Aphidnae, under the care of his 
mother. It was believed, on her own avowal, 
that she hud escaped violation fi om this hero 
when Castor and Pollux restored her to Sparta , 
but Pausunias i ecords a tradition, that she bore 
him a daughter, whom, to hide the shame of a 
sister, Clytemnestra brought up as her own. 
But however that might have been, such were 
the charms of Helen, as to attract the general 
attention of tlie princes of Greece, and particu- 
laily of Ulysses, Antilochiis, Sthenelus, Dio- 
medes, Amphilochus, son ot Cteatus, Meges, 
Agapenor, Thalpius, Mnestheus, Schedius, 
Polyxenus, Amphilochus son of Amphiaraus, 
Ascalaphus, lalmus, Aj'ax son of Oilcus, Eu- 
melus, I'olyphoctcs, Elphenor, Podalyrus, 
Machaon, Leonteus, Philo6tetes, Protcsilaus, 
Euiipylus, Ajax son ot Telamon, Teuccr, 
Patioclus, Thoas, Idoineneus, Marion, and 
Menelaus Tyndarus, hci reputed father, 
apprehensive lest the pi efei ence of one amongst 
so many pietcndcrs, should expose him to the 
lesentment ot the rest, pioposcd to the seveial 
competitors, by the advice of Ulysses, who 
suggested the expedient, that they should all 
join in an oath, to admit and defend his decision 
The oath was no sooner ratified, ovei the en- 
trails of a hoise which was slaughtered for the 
purpose, than Helen was assigned to Mene- 
iaus , though some authors affirm she was left 
to her choice. Of this union, which continued 
for three years, Hcrmione was the offspring; 
but about the termination of that period, Pa- 
ris, son ot Priam king of Troy, coming to La- 
cedemon, under pretence ot sacrificing to 
Apollo, and being hospitably received by Me- 
nelaus, availed himself of the opportunity, m 
the absence of her husband, to carry off Helen. 
Menelaus fired with resentment at the perfidy 
ot his guest, assembled the Grecian princes, 
and reminding them of the oath to Tyndarus 
they had conjointly taken, a resolution was 
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formed, if the demand of Helen ehould be re- 
fused, to engage in a war against Troy. The 
embassy sent on the occasion proving ineffec- 
tual, the armament immediately succeeded. — 
The disposition of Helen is not certainly known, 
but supposed to have favoured her husband 
On the fall of Pans in the ninth year of the 
war, she married Deiphobus his brother, whom 
to conciliate the regard of Menelaus, she after- 
wai d betrayed to the Greeks. Returning with 
Mcnokius to Sparta, she remained with him 
till his death. After that event being driven 
from Lacedemon by Nicostratus and Mega- 
penthes, illegitimate sons of her husband, she 
withdrew to Rhodes, and betook heisclf to Po- 
lyxo, her relation, the widow of Tleopolcmus, 
who, during the minority of her son, adminis- 
tered the government of his kingdom Polyxo, 
however, brooding over the loss of her hus- 
band, who had fallen before Tioy m the war 
which Helen had occasioned, was bent on ob 
taining revenge, hor this purpose having 
dressed her attendants in the habits and attri- 
butes of Furies, they seized Helen whilst bath- 
ing, and immediately hung her on a tree 

To commemorate this event, and expiate the 
guilt of Polyxeno, the Rhodians erected a tem- 
ple, and dedicated it to Helena Dendntis. The 
irregularity of life imputed to Helen neither 
precluded her from receiving divine honours 
after her death, nor from being considered as 
the worker of miracles. Beside her temple at 
Rhodes, Pausanias mentions one erei^ted to her 
in the country of Lacedemon ; and as to her 
miracles, it is sufficient to remark, that she both 
deprived Stesichorus of his sight, who had ven- 
tui cd, m his poems, to treat her with freedom, 
and restored it again when he made a recan- 
tation In respeft to the children of Helen 
there are different opinions some report, that 
she had only daughters ; others affirm, she had 
four sons by Menelaus ; and notice is also 
taken of one by Achilles To Menelaus she 
bore Hermione ; and to Pans a daughter, He- 
lena, whom Hecuba, his mother, destroyed. 
We are told that Helena, once on the point of 
being sacrificed, was miraculously saved ; the 
occasion is affirmed to have arisen from a se- 
vere pestilence, which ravaging the city of Lace- 
demon, the gods declared, that health could not 


be restored unless a young female of rank were 
annually sacriffeed ; the lot fell upon Helen, 
and she accordingly was led to the altar, but 
an eagle descending, bore away the knife of the 
sacnficer, and dropped it on an heifer, which 
was therefore offered in her stead. This cir- 
cumstance, however, is assigned by some to 
another Helena. 

HELENES, son of Deucalion and Pyrrha. 

HELEN I A, a festival instituted by the Laco- 
nians in inemoiy of Helena, whom they ho- 
noured with a temple and divine worship; it 
was celebrated by viigms riding upon mules, 
or in certain chariots composed of reeds or 
bull-rushes, and called 

HELENOR, son of Lycimnia by a Lydian king, 
and brother of f.ycus, was of the party of Aneas, 
and killed in the Acneid. 

IIELENUS, son of Priam king of Troy, was, on 
account of his pi ophetic chara6ler, preserved 
by the Greeks from the general destruction of 
the Trojans. Helen us married Andromache, 
his brother HeClor’s widow, after the death of 
Pyrrhus, who, on the destruction of Troy, had 
first taken her to wife. Helen us had by An- 
dromnehe a son named Cestrinus. Helenus 
with Andromache, is said to have reigned over 
part of Epirus after the death of Pyrrhus, in 
which country he built a city like Troy, and 
entertained Aeneas on his voyage. 

HELIAEA, sacrifices and other solemnities per- 
foimed in honour of the Sun. 

HELl ADES, the daughters of Sol and Clymene, 
and sisters of Phaeton. Their names were 
Lampetia, Phaethusa, and Phoebe, who in- 
cessantly bewailing the death of their brother 
on the banks of the Eridanus or Po, were 
changed by the gods into poplar-trees, whose 
juiccpioduces eleCfrum or amber. SQejPbaeton. 

HELICAON, a Trojan prince, son of Antenor, 
and husband of Laodice, daughter of Priam. 

HELICONIADES, or HELICONIDES, a name 
common to the Muses, from Mount Helicon 
near Boeotia, consecrated to them by Otus and 
Ephialtes, sons of Aloeus the Giant; and not 
from a hill of the same name adjoining to 
Mount Parnassus, as many grammarians have 
thought. Some autliors, however, are of opi- 
nion, that this name is derived neither from 
one nor other of these mountains, but from a 
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musical instrument called Helicon> of which 
Ptolemy makes mention. 

HELICONIAN, a name given to Neptune by 
the lonians, who assembled, with a great con- 
course of the neighbouring people upon the 
promontory of Mycale, to offer him sacri- 
fice 

HELICONIS, a daughter of Thespi us. 

HELIOGABALUS, a Phoenician deity. 

HELIOS, son ot Hyperion, by hissistei and wife 
Theia, and brother of Selene. See Theta. 

HELIOPOLIS, a celebrated city in lower Egypt, 
in which was a splendid temple consecrated to 
the Sun. Apollo had theie an oracle, and a 
bull was worshipped under the title of Mnevis, 
with rites similar to those of Apis at Memphis 

HELL, the region of punishment after death As 
all religions have supposed a future state of ex- 
istence, so all have their Hell or place of tor- 
ment, ill which the wicked are supposed to be 
punished but the Hell of the ancient Heathens 
IS that alone which is the objeift of the present 
enquiry. As the learned and elegant author 
of Polymet's hath bi ought togetlier the ojjinions 
of the ancients on the subject, we shall take 
him, in particular, for our guide “ In tilking 
of the poetical Hell of the old Homans,” says 
this ingenious writer, ” 1 know not how one 
can do better than to follow exa(5fly the ac- 
count which IS given us by the best poet that 
the Romans ever had. Virgil’s gencial cha- 
raifer is exactness, and he seems to h|ye shewn 
it particularly on this occasion his account of 
the subterraneous world is much the most re- 
gular, and the most complete we meet with in 
any of the Greek, as well as Latin poets, that 
remain to us hence it is, that Silius Italicus 
set Virgil’s account of Hell on a level with the 
principal siihjefts of his Aeneid, and seems to 
insinuate, that he laid out all the parts of it in 
as exa6f order, before he saw it, as he could 
have done after he was an inhabitant of those 
lower regions I'he whole imaginary world, 
which we call Hell, though according to the 
ancients, it was the recepticle of all departed 
persons, of the good as well as the bad, is di- 
vided by Virgil into five parts, the first may 
be called the Previous Region , the second is 
the Region of Waters, or the river which they 
were all to pass ; the third is what we may 
Vol. I. 4 


call the Gloomy Region, and what the ancients 
called Erebus; the fourth is Tartaius, or the 
Region of Torments; and the fifth the Region 
of Joy and Bliss, or what we still call Elysium 
It may be worth while to enquire a little moie 
particularly into the disixisitioii which Virgil 
has made of the nether world into these five 
parts, and whatsoitof pcisonages or inhabi- 
tants he assigns to each of them The fiist 
pait III it, which I tall the Previous Region, as 
being onlj tlicsubuibs ol the lealms of death, 
Virgil has stocked w itli two soits of beings; 
fiist, with those which make the leal misery 
of mankind upon earth, suth as war, distord, 
labour, giief, caies, distenqiers, and old age ; 
and, secondly, with fancied teiiois, and all 
the most frightful creatuies of our own ima- 
gination, such asGorgons, Harpies, Chimacras, 
and the like. The next is the water, which all 
the depai ted weie supposed to pass, to enter 
into the other world , this was called Styx, or 
the Hatef ul Passage the imaginai y personages 
of this division are the souls of the departed, 
w ho are either passing ovei, or suing foi a pas- 
sage, and the master of the vessel who caiiies 
them over, one freight af tei anothei , accoi ding 
to his will and pleasure. The third division 
begins immediately with the bank on the other 
side the iivci, and was supposed to extend a 
great way in it is subdivided ajgain into se- 
veral particular distri6ls the first seems to be 
the receptacle for infants, or the Limbus In- 
fantum , then IS the Limbo for all such as have 
been put to death without a cause, next is the 
place for those who have put a period to their 
own lives, a melancholy legion, and situated 
amidst the marshes made by the overflowings 
of the Styx, or Hateful River, oi passage into 
the other world after this are the Fields of 
Mourning, full of dark woods and gioves, and 
inhabited by those who died of love last of 
all spreads an open champain country, allotted 
for the souls of departed warriors, the name 
of this whole division is Erebus the several 

J 

distiiifs of this division seem to be disposed all 
in a line, one after the other, but after this the 
great line or road divides into two, of which 
the right-hand road leads to Elysium, or the 
place of the blessed, and the left-hand road to 
Tartarus, or the place of the tormented. The 

,3‘C 
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fourth general division of the subterraneous 
world is this T artar us, or the place of torments • 
theie was a city in it, and a prince to preside 
over it within this city was a vast deep pit, 
in which the tortuies were supposed to be per 
foiincd in this horiid pait Virgil places two 
sorts ot souls , first, of such as have shewn 
ti’en impiety and lebellion toward the gods; 
and secoiidl}, of such as have been vile or 
iiiisc hievous (iinong men those, as he himself 
says of the latter more particularly, who hated 
then brethren, used their parents ill, or cheat- 
ed then dependents, who made no use of their 
iiches, who lommitted incest, or disturbed 
the marriage union of others, those who were 
lebellious subje6ls, or knavish servants, who 
weie dcspisers of justice, and betrayers of 
their country, and who made and unmade 
laws not for the good of the public, but only 
to get money to themselves, all these, and the 
dcspiseis ot the gods, Virgil places m this 
most hoi I id division of his subterraneous world, 
and in the vast abyss, which was the most ter- 
rible j)art even of that division. The fifth di- 
vision IS that of Elysium, or the place of the 
blessed heie Virgil places those who died for 
their country, those of pure lives, truly in- 
spiied poets, the inventors of arts, and all who 
have done good to mankind he docs not 
speak of any paiticular distiiits for these, but 
supposes that they have the liberty of going 
where they please in that delightful legion, 
and conversing with whom they please ; he 
only mentions one vale, toward the end of 
it, as appropriated to any particular use , this 
is the vale of Lethe or Foigctfulncss, where 
many of the ancient philosophers, and the 
platoinsts in particular, supposed the souls 
wliith had ]>asscd thiough some periods of 
then trial, wcic immersed in the river which 
gave Its name to it, in order to be put into 
new bodies, and to fill up the whole course of 
their probation in an uppei woild. In each 
of these tince divisions on the other side ot 
tlie river Styx, which peihaps were compre- 
hended under the name of Ades, as all the five 
might be under that ofOrcus, was a prince or 
judge Mmos for the regions of Erebus ; Rha- 
damauthus for Tartarus, and Acacus for Ely- 
sium. Pluto and Proserpine had their palace 


at the entrance of the' road to the*EIysian 
Fields, and presided as sovereigns, over the 
whole subterraneous world. 

Ftrst division. The Phevious Region.— —The 
two sorts of inhabitants assigned by Virgil to 
the Previous Region, or first division of the 
nether world, are the real evils apd distresses 
of human life, as want, diseases, grief, old 
age, and the like; the rest arc mere terrors 
of the imagination, such as Harpies, Centaurs, 
Giants, Hydras, and Chimaeras. Virgil also 
places Death, and his relation Sleep, among the 
evU beings of this region 
Second division. Sxvx, or the Hateful Passage. 
—We may now go on to the second division of 
the subterraneous world, the Hateful Passage 
into the kingdom of Adcs, or, as they call it, 
the River Styx. One of the puRures in the old 
Vatican Virgil represents it as a torrent 
pouring down a precipice, and then as rolling 
on to take its course along the boundaries of 
Adcs Here you see the ghosts waiting on the 
hither side, in a crowd, just as Viigil describes 
them, and there a part of that region beyond 
the farther bank, the figures in which are the 
less to be minded, because this painting re- 
lates to the story of Orpheus’s descent into 
Hell, when his music caused such strange ef- 
fe6ls theie, and put things out of their com- 
mon 01 der. The sole governor of this part, 
and diredlor of the passage, Charon, does not 
make appearance in this piiRurc' his do- 
minion lies lower down, where the river has 
recovered itself from the turbulence occasioned 
by its fall, and begins to grow navigable. In 
other remains of antiquity we see him and his 
boat both receiving passengers in, and land- 
ing them on, the farther shore 

Third division. Ehebus With the farther bank 

of this river begins the third division, or Ere- 
bus, which is subdivided into several districts, 
the limbo for infants, that for innocent suffer- 
ers, and the rest in the same order mentioned 
before. In a drawing from another pidlure in 
the Vatican Virgil, we have only the beginning 
of this third division. Here is Cerberus as 
guarding the entrance to it, to prevent any 
one’s coming in that ought not to be admitted : 
immediately behind him are some of the in- 
fants, and just over him is Minos, who direfts 
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each penon that arrives to the particular part 
of Ades in which he is to reside. Just under 
Minos you see Cerberus, not only with three 
heads, but with three distinct nerks too, as he 
is described by the Roman poets I wi*.!! that 
there were more pi6tures relating to this re- 
gion of Ades m general m the V atiran manu- 
script, numbers are lost out of it, and pro- 
bably several that belonged to this iiart There 
are five distin6l distii<5ts in Virgil’s account 
of this region, and we have a pifture to an- 
swer only one of them had they been better 
preserved, I doubt not but we should have 
seen Dido in the distnft of lovers with that 
angry averse air with which Virgil describes 
her, and several of the Grcci.in and Trojan 
warriors m the last but as these arc wanting, 
we must leave tins region , only I would wil- 
lingly take notue of one thing first, which is 
this, that I think we ought not to regaid the 
persons m this region as criminals The 
whole leceptacle for depaited souls is laid 
out by Virgil into three great or general divi- 
sions of these Elysium is for the very good, 
and Tartarus tor the very bad , what then can 
Erebus be for but theindiflerent, such as were 
not bad enough to be flung into Tartarus, nor 
good enough to be admitted into Ely?>ium ? ac- 
cordingly the poisons whom Virgil places in 
Erebus are infants, innocent sufferers, such 
suicides as the Romans thought excuscabic for 
what they did, unfortunate lovers, and com- 
mon warriors, a profession which was one of 
the most virtuous, according to the cliief idea 
of virtue among the Romans. That class of all 
those which to us would seem the most gmlty, 
Virgil absolutely declares to be innocent, Qiii 
stbi letbum Insontes peperere mam On the hea- 
then scheme he must Iiave placed them in hell, 
and I think seems to have placed them in a very 
proper part of it. Ades, which we interpret 
not quite so exaftly as we should do, by our word 
hell, anciently signified the grave, or place of 
the dead in general all, therefore, that die, 
must go to Ades the very good are in one 
part of it, as well as the very bad m another, 
and the indifierent must be in some part or 
other, as well as the good and tlic bad it is 
the common receptacle for all that are born in 
our world ; and even the great heroes, who 
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were supposed to go to heaven, or to preside 
over stars, liad tlicir airy representation in A- 
dcs. As ail mankind may be divided into three 
general classes, tlie good, the bad', and 
the indifierent, Ades is laid out by Virgil into 
three general divisions, Erebus, Tartarus, and 
Elysium tlic indifferent he places neither in 
tile clear light of Elysium, nor in the solid 
dai kiiess of Tartarus, but in a twilight sort of 
world, of a melancholy air indeed (for tlie ge- 
ncial notion of death among tlie ancients was 
sad and gloomy ) but not incapable of some 
pleasure and consolation. In Eicbiis, or this 
division for the indillciciit, \ngil jiiaicstltc 
infants, as not deserving death, first and neai - 
est to the land of the living ncxttotheinfants 
he places sucli as iiad been condemned to death 
without a cause , tlicn such suit ides as lie look- 
ed upon as least guilty, such as had the most 
reason f6r quitting the station which the great 
leader had assigned them in the upper world 
then are those whose lives were shortened either 
by love or in war these might vciy well not 
be criminals , they have not, in general, the 
appearance of being so ; and as tiicre are many 
warriors, as well as lovers, that fling away their 
lives without any great merit too, there will be 
enough of each to stock their particular dis- 
tii6fs in tins region of the nidiffeients, where 
^ Virgil plunges them deeper, and nearer the 
holders of Tartarus than tlie little innocents 
and unjustly condemned persons we have been 
speaking of I shall only add here that Menip- 
pus’s account of hell in Lucian agrees very 
much with Virgil’s, as to these three regions on 
the other side of Styx He says that as soon as 
he and his guide had passed that river, they 
went on thiough a gloomy mead of asphodel to 
the tribunal of Mmos , tliat they went thence 
to the region of the tormented , and thence to 
the Elysi.ui I'lclds, fiom whence they mounted 
up to our woild again All his rciiiaiks in- 
deed ol what they saw iii eai h of these regions 
are adapted liy the author to his favourite turn 
of ridicule, but he agrees m the general dispo- 
sition of the place exa6lly with ViigiTs ac- 
count, and points out the same tlirce regions, 
and in the same order , the first for judgment, 
the second for punishment, and the third tor 
rewards. The same autlior, in another pait of 
3 C2 
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his work, makes the same distinAion of good, 
bad, and indifferent, for the inhabitants of 
these three regions, and he places the good in 
£Jysiuin, the bad in Tartarus, and the indif- 
ferent, which he says are very numerous, in the 
wide plains of Erebus, — It is now time to go on 
to tlie fouith general division, or Tartarus. — 
I have said before, that the different distri6t8 
of Erebus seem to lie one after another, in a 
strait line , at the end of it the road which 
leads thiough all these districts, branches into 
two, one to the right hand, and the other to 
the left the former goes to Elysium, and the 
lattci to Tartarus, or the region of torments. — 
1 do not know whetlier it may be worth while to 
observe to you that this manner of disposing the 
way through the three several divisions of Ades 
may possi bly have some reference to that fa- 
mous Pythagoric emblem which marked out 
the whole course of a man’s life by the figuie 
of a single letter (the ancient Upsion) in the 
Greek alphabet. If this was not originally 
the design of it, it will at least answer pretty 
exaftly , but I mention this only by the way 
Virgil does not make his hero enter into this 
horrid region on the left hand it was too ter- 
rible, and too bad, for a good man even to set 
his foot 111 it he only sees the entrance to it at 
some distance. According to Virgil, it begins 
with a city, encompassed with a river of fire, 
and guarded by one of the chief of the Furies 
This IS all that Aeneas secs of it , the Sibyl 
gives him an account of the rest, that Rhada- 
man thus had his icsidencc in this city ; and 
that there weic much more terrible monsters in 
it than those he had seen in the previous regi- 
on, that it ended in a vast gulf or abyss, twice 
as far below the earth as the heavens are above 
it , and that there the wicked were tormented 
The miseiable inhabitants of this honid region 
arc cliicffy of two sorts , the souls of such as 
.lie tormented, and those infernal deities the 
Fuiics, who attend there cither to infli<5l orag- 
giavate their toiments These are the chiefs 
of the many cxecutioneis supposed to be em- 
ploy cd 111 the gieat abyss of Tartarus. As to 
the pei<;oiis toiniented there, Virgil seems to 
have distinguished them into two general clas- 
ses , the (list of such as have been ungrateful 
oi impious tow aids the gods, and the second 


of such as have been mischievous and hurtful 
among men. The most impious of the former 
class of criminals were the rebel giants ; and 
those of the latter, Tantalus, Sisyphus, Ixion, 
&c. Virgil speaks of the variety of tortures in 
this horrid place as vastly numerous, but he 
gives us an account of but very few of them.—* 
1 believe if one was to make a list of all the par- 
ticular punishments in Tartarus mentioned by 
him and all the other Latin poets, there would 
scarce be half a score of them. Whatever was 
the reason of this, one may safely say that 
Dante m his hell has much more variety of pi»- 
nishments than all the ancient poets put toge- 
ther. They are so uncommon on the remains 
of the ancient artists too, that drawings of T i- 
tyos, Sisyphus, Ixion, and Tantalus, are all 
that I have got on this subjedl. 

Fi/fb Division Elysium It is high time 

for us now to quit this horrid region, and 
all the shocking ideas belonging to it, and to 
change them for the milder air of Elysium, or 
the subterraneous heaven of the ancients, who 
never failed more in any thing than in making a 
heaven ; and if one was to consider all the mo- 
dern descriptions of the same, we should find 
most of them perhaps little better than, the an- 
cient ones. They had scarce any thing in the 
old philosophy that held firmly against the fears 
of death, and therefore the notions which the 
Romans had even of a place of bliss had some- 
thing gloomy intermixed with it. Though the 
ideas of Viigil, on this subjeft, are much pre- 
ferable to those of Homer, they are still low, 
and mean enough o’ conscience. The persons 
in Virgil’s Elysium are some dancing, others 
engaged in the exercises they most delighted in 
whilst in the upper world, and Orpheus in par- 
ticular, IS playing upon Ins lyre. Virgil speaks 
also of delightful groves, and a cascade of wa- 
ter , but taking in all that he says of Elysium, 
his description of it, and of the pleasures the de- 
jiarted enjoy there, is so very low, that it 
seems almost to have been borrowed from the 
manner in which the common people at Rome, 
in his time, used to pass their holidays, on the 
banks of the Tiber Ovid has described the 
latter, as Virgil has the former. I do’not sec 
any g^eat diflTcrence in their descriptions, only 
that Virgil chuses to insist more on the exer- 
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cises used so much by the Romans in the some 
place, (for the Campus Martius was on the 
banks of the Tiber) and that Ovid, like a boon 
companion as he was, insists chiefly on their 
eating and drinking there. The inhabitants of 
this region of bliss, such as it was, were the 
souls of the good, their proper judge Aeacus, 
and the two chief rulers of the subterraneous 
world, PI uto and Proserpine. ” See the se jiarate 
article Elysium 

HELLE, daughter of Athamas, king of Thebes, 
by Nephele, and sister of Phryxus In passing 
the streights between Asia and Europe, Hclle 
fell into the sea, and gave her name to the Hel- 
lespont. See Golden Fleece, Fhryxus. 

HELLEN, son of Deucalion and Pyrrha, reigned 
m Phthiotis, and gave tlie name of Hellenists, 
or Hellenians, to the inhabitants See Deuca- 
lion 

HELLESPONT I ACUS, an epithet of Piiapus, 
because Lainpsacus, the city in which he w'as 
born, was situated on the Hellespont. 

HELLOTI A See Etlotia 

HELLOTIS, sister of Eurytione SeeEllofta. 

HELVETIA, a vestal who was killed by lighten- 
ing in the reign of Trajan. 

HELYMUS AND PANOPES, two hunters atten- 
dant on Acestes, in Sicily 

HEMATHION, son of Aurora and Ceplulus. 

HEMITHEA, daughter of Cycnus and Proclea, 
was so attached to her brother Tenes, that she 
refused to abandon him when committed by her 
father to the sea Being cai ned by the wind 
to Tenedos, she there lemained in ti aiiqiiillity 
till Achilles overpowered her m the impetuo- 
sity of his passion. Tenes, attempting to res- 
cue her fiom the arms of her lover, was in- 
stantly slam by him, nor could Hemitliea have 
escaped w ith her honour, had not the earth, at 
her impoi tunity, opened to receive her 

HEMON See Haemon 

HEPHAISTEIA, an Athenian festival in honour 
O'f or Vulcan, I’emarkable for a laie 
with torches, celebrated In the Academy. The 
competitois were three youths, of which, one 
being deputed by lot to commence the race, 
delivered the torch to his successor, who trans- 
mitted it in the same manner to the third — 
The victory was adjudged to him who could 
carry the torch unextinguished to the goal. 


which, if eSb^ed by neither, the prize was held 
undecided. If either of the competitors in run- 
ning was induced to relax in his speed, foi 
fear of extinguishing the torch, the spe(5tators 
urged him forward by striking him with their 
palms, whence the terms wA*iy»» vAantM, broad 
strokes, were applied to such blows ; and xijas- 
juctxM, as being given in the Ceramicus, of which 
the academy was a part. To this delivery of 
torches in succession, the ancients have often 
alluded, but none more beautifully than Lu- 
ci etuis 

Inque hem spat in mutantm secla animantumt 

Et quast Cursoies <vitat Lampada tradunt 

** Whole ages of animals are changed in a short 
interval, and, like Runners, hand down m suc- 
cession the torch ol life ” 

HEPIIAISTOS, an epithet of Vulcan, fiom his 
delighting in (iic and flames 
HERACLLA Sec AndtoiUa 
HERACLEIA, an Athcivan festival obscivcd 
every filth year in honoiii ol Hercules Noi 
was It peculiai to Athens, foi the Tliisbians and 
Thebans likcwi-e celebrated a solemnity to 
Hercules, surnaiiicd MnAwt-, because ap- 

ples, wereoffeied to him on it 1 his custom 
had Its oiigin fiom the incident which follows. 
In early times it was usual at this festival to 
Siiciilice a sheep, but the i iver Asopus happen- 
ing on a time to be so flooded us to become un- 
jMssablc, the statcdvi6tim could not be bi ought 
'i'he boj-s, however, picsent, taking advantage 
of the equivocal teim fx^Xov, whith signihed 
both a sheep and an ajiple, in the.ibseiue of 
the forinei, picsented the latter This they 
raised on foui sticks, as a subst'tutc lor legs, 
and surmounted with two more as correspond- 
ing to horns Hercules was pleased at the con- 

ceit, and the custom was afterwards continued. 
At Sicyon, Hercules was honouied with a festi- 
val which lasted two days, the forinei of whu h 
was called OnjAxrxf, the lattci HpxxXnx At Lin- 
dus there was a solemnity also to his honour, 
at which nothing w'as heaid but execrations 
and words of evil im}3ort, insomuch that if any 
person let fall a lucky sixjcih, he was thought 
to have profaned the holy iites There was 
another festival of Hercules at Coos, where the 
priest officiated in the dress of a woman 
HERACLIDAE, the descendants of Heicules. 
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Eiirystheus^ after the death of that hero, was 
so aiVaid of theHeracIidae, that by his ill usage 
he forced them to abandon the Peloponnesus, 
and flee as supplicants to implore the relief of 
the Athenians, who received them into their 
protcd'tion, though Eurystheus sent an embassy 
to Athens, to demand them, and threaten a 
wai in case or refusal The leturn of the He- 
laclniae into Pelopcjnncsus, eight years after 
the dcstruftion of Troy, is a famous epocha, 
which constitutes the beginning of profane his- 
tory ; all the time preceding that jienod being 
esteemed fabulous. Tlie number of these He- 
raclidae is not known, they being the children 
of Hercules, by different mothers , amongst 
whom the fifty daughters of I'hestius are said 
to have brought him fifty sons however, his 
offspring was so numerous, that above thirty of 
his descendants bore his name, whose actions 
being all attiibuted to him, produced the con- 
fusion we find in his story. 

HERAIA, a festival at Aigos, in honour of Ju- 
no, called by the Greeks Here It was observ- 

ed likewise by the Aeginensians and Samians, 
both being colonies from Argos . the ceremo- 
nies of which were these : after a procession to 
the temple of the goddess, performed by men in 
armour, the priestess of Juno (who was always a 
matron of the first quality ) was drawn thither 
in a chariot by white oxen. Being arrived, an 
hecatomb, or sacrifice of an hundred oxen, was 
immediately offered There were also certain 
games wherein the victory consisted in pulling 
down a shield strongly fixed up in the theatre, 
the reward for which achievement was a crown 
of myrtle and brazen shield ; whence the game 
was sometimes called the Brazen Contest. We 
find another festival of this name celebrated 
every fifth year at Elis, where sixteen mati'ons 
w ere appointed to weave a garment for the god- 
dess There were also games said to have been 
first instituted by Hippodamia, in honour of 
Juno the contenders were virgins, who being 
distinguished into several classes according to 
their ages, ran races in the Olymfiic Stadium. 
Hippodamia is said to have gamed the first 
prize, which was an olive erown, as the reader 
may see under Games Olympic. This name was 
also given to a solemn day of mourning at Co- 
rdith, for the children of Medea, who were 


buried in the teaiide of Juno Acraea, and as 
some say slain by the Corinthians. To remove 
from themselves the scandal of so barbarous a 
murder, the inhabitants of Corinth are ?,aid to 
have given Euripides a considerable sum for 
inventing the fable which imputes the murder 
to Medea, a circumstance till then unheard of. 

Another fes^tival of this name was celebrated by 
the Pellcnaeaiis, with games, wherein the vic- 
tor was rewarded witli a splendid vestment. 

IIEUAIUM, a temple and grove of Juno, situate 
between Argos and Mycenae. 

HERCEIUS, an epithet belonging to Jupiter. 

HERCULES, oil ALCIDES, there have been 
many hci oes of this name Hercules, son of Ju- 
piter and Lysito , Hercules, an Eg> ptian, son 
of Nilus , a third descended fi om the Idaei Dac- 
tyli , a tom th, the ofirepring of Jupiter and As- 
toria , a fifth, m India, named Hclus, and a 
sixth, the son of Alcmenaby Jupiter Accord- 
ing to this account the Egyptian Hercules could 
be but the third, howevci that people consi- 
dered him as the first. Vario i eckons forty- 
three of the name Diodoius Siculus, who 
speaks but of three, declares him of Egypt to 
have been the eldest, and owns that a similitude 
of name and inclinations was the reason why 
the a6ls of theolheis have been ascribed to Her- 
cules, the Theban, who w'as the youngest of 
them all. It is the last however of whom we 
here treat. He was son of J iipitcr by Alcniena, 
wife of Amphitryon, king of Thebes, and is 
said to have been born in that city about 1280 
years before the Christian era. Amphitryon 
being engaged in an expedition against the Ae- 
tolians, Jupiter assumed his form, and in this dis- 
guise found access to the unsuspeffing Alcniena, 
of whom, according to the fable, he was so ena- 
moured, that, to prolong the intercourse, he 
commanded darkness for three days and nights 
in succession. Hercules was the fruit of this 
extraordinary amour ; Alcniena, at the same 
time, bringing the twins Laodamia and Iphi- 
clus to her husband. This intrigue of Jupiter, 
as usual, being soon carried to Juno, the goddess 
from that moment meditated the destruftion of 
Hercules, against whom she conceived a hatred 
before he was bom. A favourable occasion of- 
fered to her resentment ; for Archippe, wife 
of Sthenelus, king of Myccne, being pregnant 
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at tht sam« time with Alcmena^ Jupiter, by the 
subtlety of Juno, had ordained that the child 
first born should have the superiority or com- 
mand over the other accordingly the crafty 
goddess had recourse to enchantments, as a 
preventitive of the delivery of Alcmena, whilst 
she accelerated that of Aichippe, who was de- 
livered in her seventh month. [See Alcmena 
and Arcbippe ]] The child of which Archipjie, 
was deliveied was named Eurystheus, who, 
agreeable to the destiny of Jupiter, was to have 
the command over Hercules, and the power of 
imposing on him whatever labours he pleased 
for the purpose of cfFedting his desti uiftion — 
During the infancy of Hercules, Juno sent two 
serpents to kill him in his cradle, but the un- 
daunted child giasping one in either hand, im- 
mediately strangled them both By the medi- 
ation of Minerva, Juno was at length so far 
I’econciled tothiscxtiaordmary inf ant, that she 
suffered him to suck her breasts , but such was 
the violence with whiih he drew, that the god- 
dess was hint, and hastily pulling him away, 
some of the milk was spilt. Part of it, how- 
ever, falling upon the sky, is said to have form- 
ed the Galaxy, whilst the rest, passing through 
the clouds to earth, sprang upm lilies, which 
occasioned them the name of the roses of Juno 
After this, as Hercules grew up, he discover- 
ed an uncommon degree of vigour both of body 
and of mind Nor were his extraordinary en- 
dowments neglected, for his education was en- 
ti listed to the greatest masters. Hence it is 
not to be wondered at, if with such considera- 
ble advantages, he appeared in the world 
with extiaoidinary splendoui Linus, son of 
Apollo, instructed him in philosophy, and in 
the learning of the ancients , Eury tus, in the use 
of the bow, Euniolpus in music, andpaiticu- 
laily the lyre; Harpalycus, son of Mercury 
and Panope, taught him wicstling and the 
Gymnastic exercises ; Castor, the art of ma- 
naging weapons, and, to complete all, he was 
initiated by Chiron in the principles of astro- 
nomy and medicine The extiaordinary vir- 
tucs of this hero were early put to the test, and 
the tasks imposed on him by Eurystheus. on 
account of the danger and difficulty which at- 
tended their execution, received the name of 
the Labours cf Hercules, and are commonly reck- 


oned, (at least the most material of them) to 
have been twelve. Some authors assert, that 
Hercules was siibjefted to Eurystheus, not only 
by Jii]nter, and through the contrivance of 
Juno, but also because the Delphic oracle of 
Apollo had commanded his obedience to Eu- 
rystheus, jiarticularly in the twelve greater 
labouiH Others again affirm that Hercules 
volunfarily engaged ill these labouis, as a 
ptoof of his attachment to Euiystheiis but 
whatever may become of these conjC(51ures, 
Hercules was pointed out by the ancients as 
their gieat exemplar of virtue , and indeed as 
their idea of virtue consisted chiefly in search- 
ing out and enduring the most arduous enter- 
piizes, they could scaicely have chosen a fitter. 
The whole of lus life appears to have been de- 
voted to the good of mankind, noi did it con- 
sist of aught but a senes of advcntuies under- 
taken for the benefit ( f otlieis As there aic 
so many of them, “the w liters who ti eat of 
them and of the antiquities relating to them,” 
says Mr Spence, “ have generally fallen into 
a great deal of confusion , so far that I scarce 
know any one of them that has peife^tly well 
settled whicli were his twelve labours that 
are so much talked of To avoid falling into 
the same confusion, one may divide all his ad- 
ventures into tin ee classes. In the first class 
1 should place such as were previous to his 
twelve celebrated labours , m the second 
those twelve labours themselves, which he was 
obliged to do by the order of Eurystheus, and 
the fatality of his bn tli , and in the third any 
supernumerary exploits tliat he undertook vo- 
limtaiily, and of himself. It one had a great 
number of the pievious exploits ofHeicules 
to mention, the first undoubtedly should be 
that of his strangling the two serpents sent to 
destroy him in his ciadlc, for this he seems to 
have performed, according to some accounts 
of it, when he was not above half an hour old. 
This is cxti aordinary enough, Init w hat is more 
extraordinary than this is, that there arc ex- 
ploits supposed to have been achieved by Her- 
cules, even befoie Alcmena brought him into 
the world.” (This, perhaps, is one of the most 
mysterious points in all the mythology of the 
ancients. Though Hercules was born not long 
before the Trojan war, they make him assist 
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the gods in conquering the rebel giants ; and 
some of them talk of an oracle^ or tradition in 
heaven, that the gods could never conquer the 
giants without the assistance of a man. ) 

Death of tbc SrnpLMs — “ Ills killing the ser- 
pents, howcvci, IS early enough for me,” con- 
tinues Mr Spence, “ and therefore I shall be- 
gin from that. The old artists seem to have 
slicwcd a great deaP'of fancy m representing 
this story as Hercules was then so absolutely 
an infant, they express his ignorance of what 
the serpents were, very plainly sometimes 
he has a little smile on his face, as if he 
was pleased with then fine colours and then 
motions , sometimes he looks concerned that 
he has killed them, and so put an end to 
the diversion they gave him sometimes they 
shew the courage and steadiness of this in- 
fant hero, his strong gripe of the serpents, 
and his killing them at the same time with so 
much ease, that he scarce deigns to look ujx)n 
them soinctiincs the nurse is introduced with 
the little Eurystheus, in her arms, she quite 
frightened, but he not regarding her, nor 
wanting any of her assistance All these dif- 
ferent ways I have seen in gems or marble , and 
I think there is not any one of them that the 
poets have not touched upon as well as the ar- 
tists 

Death of the Theban Lion.— -—Another of the 
pievious exploits of Hercules was his killing a 
vast lion. There arc several victories of liis 
over lions talked of by the ancients , one in 
particular, as done when he was very young , 
and another alter he was entered on that great 
resolution of passing his whole life in a con- 
tinued couise of combating monsters, and of 
doing good The lion he killed in his youth 
was encountered by him m a valley near his 
native city of Thebes , and the other, which is 
the first of his twelve celebrated labouis, was 
the Cleonaean lion, if wc may trust to a passage 
in Statius Hercules is described by the poets, 
in his conquests of lions, two diflerent ways, 
eithei as squeezing them to death against his 
own bieast, or as tearing their jaws asunder. 
The tornier seems to have been the method 
used by him in his eai her engagements. It 
was a veiy awkwatd way of kiliing such mon- 
sters, as appears but too much in the figures 


that represent it. The two previous exploits 
of his 1 have mentioned, are all that evidently 
appear to have been done before the celebrated 
ones, which are called, by way of eminence, his 
twelve labours, and which he was obliged to 
go through by the fatality of his birth, and the 
malignity of Juno. The Roman poets call 
them twelve, but what these twelve were is 
much easier to be fixed from the old artists 
than the poets , for Martial, Ovid, Siiius, and 
even Virgil himself, when they speak of the 
exploits of Hercules, usually blend his extra- 
ordinary and ordinary labours so much to- 
gether, that it is impossible from them alone 
to know the one from the other. Martial men- 
tions seven of the ordinal y labours, and two 
of the extraordinary , Ovid ten of the ordinary, 
and four of the extraordinary , Silius six of the 
ordinary, and two of the others ; and Virgil but 
two of the ordinary, and six of the extraordinary. 
However, one iiAiy learn what the twelve were 
from several relievos on this subjeft which aie 
still remaining in Italy ; and as to the particu- 
lar order of them (in which the relievos them- 
selves do not agree) I shall chiefly follow a 
drawing taken from an altar which used to 
sLmd, aliiiOst neglected, by the gate of Alba- 
no, but has been very lately removed, by the 
order of the Pope, to the Capitoline gallery — 
As this old altar, for many years, served only 
as a seat for any idle pierson that chose to saun- 
ter in the place where it stood, it has been ill 
used, and has suffered in several parts of it, 
and particulaily so much in the tliree first la- 
bours, that it IS impossible to make them out 
from two several diawings I have of them, I 
shall therefore supply these three from some 
other antiques the other nine ai e most of them 
very well pieserved, and all so well as not to 
stand in need of any other supply.” 

Tirst Labour The Cleonaean Lton. The first of 
the labours of Hercules is his engagement- 
with the Cleonaean lion, which furious animal 
it is said, fed fiom the orb of the moon by 
Juno’s direction, and was invulnerable. It in- 
fested the woodB between Phlius and Cleone, 
aqd committed uncommon ravages. The hero 
attacked iiim both with h's arrows and club, 
but 111 vain, till perceiving his error, he tore 
asunder its jaws, with his hands. ‘' In a draw- 
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lag a gem in the Great Duke’s colleaion 
at Eiorence/’ contbues the author of Poly metis, 
** Hercules is represented in it killing that 
, monster (in the same manner that Samson is 
most commmly drawn by our modern pain- 
ters) by tearing his jaws asunder, and just as 
SiliuB says this aAion was wrought on the fold- 
ing-doors of a very ancient temple of Hercules 
at Gades, in Spain.” 

Second Labour. The Lemem Hydra . — The second 
labour was his conquest of the Lernean hydra, 
a formidable serpent or monster which har- 
boured in the fens of Lema, and infedled the 
region of Argos with his poisonous exhalations. 
This seems to have been one of the most diffi- 
cult tasks which Hercules was ever engaged in. 
The number of heads assigned the hydra is va- 
rious ; some give him seven, some nine, others 
fifty, and Ovid an hundred ; but all authors 
agree that when one was cut off, another sprung 
forth in its place, unless the wound was imme- 
diately cauterised. Hercules, not discouraged, 
attacked this hydra, and having ordered lo- 
laus, his friend and companion, to cut down 
wood sufficient for fire bi*ands, he no sooner 
hadcutoffa head than he applied these brands 
to the wounds ; by which means searing them 
up, he obtained a complete victory over the 
hydra. The old artists,” says the Author of 
Polymetis, ** diflfer in their manner of lepre- 
senting the hydra. Sometimes it is a serpent, 
branched out into several other serpents, and 
sometimes a human head, descending less and 
less ip serpentine folds, and with serpents upon 
it instead of hair. The poets seem to speak of 
both, though they have perhaps been generally 
understood only of the former. As any one of 
these serpent beads were said to have doubled 
upon being cut offi, the number of heads must 
have been very much at the choice of any ar- 
tist who represented this combat. The iwets 
speak of them as very numerous, and carry it 
sometime as fai' as a hundred. The artists are 
much more moderate in their number of them, 
they usually give only seven, I suppose to pre- 
vent the confusion that such a crowd of heads 
must hay,e occasioned in a relievo or picture, 
in the same manner as the painter in the Vati- 
can Virgil represents Briareus, who was always 
said to have an hundred hands, only with 


eight In this labour, Hercules, on a gem 
in the Great Duke’s colledlion at Florence, is 
represented as seizing the hydra with one hand, 
and with his other striking off his heads with 
his club. Some explain the fable of the hydra, 
by supposing Lerna a marsh much troubled ) 
with snakes and other poisonous animals, which 
Hei cules destroyed by setting fire to the reeds 
others imagine he only drained this fen, which 
was before impassible ; while there are those 
w ho make Lerna to have been a fort or castle 
of robbers, under a leader or chief called Hy- 
dra, whom Hercules extirpated. 

Third Labour. The Erymantbtan Boar . — ^The third 
labour of Hercules was to bring alive to Eu- 
rystheus an enormous wild boar which ravaged 
the forest of Erymanthus in Arcadia, and had 
been sent to Phocis by Diana, to punish Ocneus 
for ucglefling her sacrifices. Hercules brought 
the bore bound to Eurystheus. On a gem in 
the French King’s colleaion, Hercules is re- 
presented in this labour as having tossed the 
monster over his shoulder, and as carrying him 
aw'ay in triumph. There is nothing descrip- 
tive relating to this exploit in any of the Ro- 
man poets. 

Fourth Labour. Maenalaean Stag, — ^The fourth 
labour had nesped to the Maenalaean stag > 
Eurystheus, after repeated proofs of the strength 
and valour of Hercules, resolved to try his agi- 
lity, and commanded him to take a wild stag 
that frequented Mount Maenalus, which had 
brazen feet and golden horns. As this animal 
was sacred to Diana, Hqrcules durst not wound 
him ; but though it were no easy matter to run 
him down, yet this, after pursuing him on foot 
for a year, the hero at last affefled. The stag 
overcome with fatigue, sought shelter in the 
recesses of Mount Artemesius, but was over- 
taken in crossing the Ladon, and brought to 
Eurystheus at Mycenae. This stag is said by 
the poets to have been of prodigious size. On 
the altar in the Capitol, Hercules is represented 
as having brought the stag to the ground, 
holding it by the horns, and kneeling upon it, 
as entirely conquered. 

Fifth Labour. Tbe StympbaUdes.—-T\ie fifth la- 
bour of Hercules consisted in killing the Stym- 
phalides, birds so called from frequenting the 
lake S^mphalis in Arcadia, which preyed upon 
3 D 
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human flesh, having wings, beaks, uid talons 
of iron. Some say Hercules destroyed these 
birds with his arrows, others that Pallas sent 
him brazen rattles, made by Vulcan, the sound 
of which BO terrified them, that they took shel- 
I ter in the island of Aretia. There are authors 
who suppose these birds called Stymphalides, 
to have been a gang of desperate banditti which 
had their haunts near the lake Stymphalis.— 
•• The Stymphalides,” says Mr. Spence, “ a- 
greeable to an expression in Martial, are sup- 
posed to be so high, that, in some remains, 
the artist has not expressed them in the work 
you only see Hercules shooting with his bow 
up into the air, and one of these birds lying 
dead on the ground before him. I have seen 
them expressed on gems as flying too, but 
then Hercules is kneeling, to allow the greater 
distance between him and the birds . even so 
they look much too near ; and I think the best 
way, where they are so cramped for room, is to 
do as the artist has done, to omit the flight of 
the birds, and to ascertain the story by one or 
more of them dropped at his feet.” 

Sixth Labour. I'be Stable ^Augeas.——— The sixth 
labour was his cleansing the stable of Augeas — 
This Augeas, king of Elis, had a stable into- 
lerable from the stench occasioned by the filth 
It contained, which, as may be readily imagin- 
ed from the affirmation, that it sheltered three 
thousand oxen, and had not been cleansed for 
thirty years This place Eiirystheus ordered 
Hercules to clear in one day, and Augeas pro- 
mised, if he performed the task, to give him a 
tenth part of the cattle. Hercules, by turning 
the course of the river Alpheus through the 
stable, executed his design, which Augeas see- 
ing, refused to fulfil his promise. The hero, 
to punish his perfidy, slew Augeas with his ar- 
rows, and gave his kingdom to his son Phy- 
leus, who abhorred his father’s treachery. Some 
report that, from the spoils taken at Elis, Her- 
cules instituted the Olympic Games. ** This 
was certainly,” says Mr Spence, one of the 
meanest employments that Eurystheus found 
out for Hercules, and that may be the reason 
why It is not mentioned by any of the Roman 
poets that I know of, except the author of one 
of their tragedies they probably looked on it 
as too disgraceful for their great hero, when 


talien according to the outward appeanittce, 
though it might perhaps include as high a mys. 
tic sense as any of his noblest exploits. In some 
remains of antiquity, you see Hercules as rest- 
ing after this labour, sitting on his basket, and 
with a dung fork in his hand.” 

Seventh Labour. Tia Cretan J3ii//.— -The seventh 
labour was the Cretan bull. Minos, king of 
Crete, having acquired the dominion of the 
Grecian seas, paid no greater honour to Nep- 
tune than to the other gods , wherefore the 
deity, in resentment of this ingratitude, sent 
a bull, which breathed fire from his nostrils, 
to destroy the people of Crete Hercules took 
this furious animal, and brought him to Eu- 
rystheus, who, because the bull was sacred, let 
him loose into the country of Marathon, where 
he was afterwards slain by Theseus. *• Her- 
cules,” says the author of Poly metis, ** is repre- 
sented in this labour as having flung the bull 
over his left shoulder, with as much ease as he 
did the Erymanthian boar. 1 imagine 'too, 
from a verse in Ovid, that he was sometimes 
represented holding him by the horns, as he 
does the Maenalaean stag ” 

Eighth Labour. Dwmedes and bts b(frses.<-——The 
eighth labour of Hercules, was his killing Dio- 
medes and his horses. That infamous tyrant 
was king of Thrace, and son of Mars and Cy- 
rene. Among other things he is said to have 
driven in his war-chariot four furious horses, 
which, to render the more impetuous, he used 
to feed on the flesh and blood of his subjects. 

I have seen antiques,”' says the author just 
cited, in which some of those miserable 
wretches are represented as flung alive into the 
manger before the horses. Hercules is said 
to have freed the world from this barbarous 
prince, and to have killed both him and his 
horses, as is signified in some drawings, and 
said expressly by some of the poets.” Some 
report that the tyrant was given by Hercules 
as a prey to his own horses. 

Ninth Labour. Geryon.—— The ninth labour of 
Hercules was his combat with Geryon, king of 
Spain, son of Chrysaor and Callirhoe. Gei^on 
is 'generally represented with three bodies a- 
greeable to the expressions used of him by the 
poets, and some add three heads. This mo- 
narch had a breed of oxen of a purple eoldur. 



mn PANTHEON. HER 887 


(which devoured all strangers cast tp them) 
guarded by a dog with two head8> a dragon 
with seven, besidm a very watchful and severe 
keeper. Hercules, however, killed the mo- 
narch and all his guards, and earned the oxen 
to Gades, whence he brought them to Eurys- 
theus. It was during this expedition that Her- 
cules, as eternal monuments of his glory, erect- 
ed two pillars at Cal pe and Abyle, on the ut- 
most limits of Africa and Europe. Some my- 
thologibts explain this fable by saying that 
Geryon was king of 4;hree islands, now called 
Majorca, Minorca, and Ivica, on which ac- 
count he was fabled to be triple bodied and 
headed. Some give a more simple turn to the 
fable, and say that Geryon governed his king- 
dom by means of three sons famous for valour 
and prudence, and that Hercules having raised 
an army of mercenary troops m Crete, over- 
came them, and subdued Spam. 

Tenth Labour The Amazon HippolyU.>~——niht 
tenth labour of Hercules was his conquest of 
Hippolyte queen of the Amazons. Eurystheus 
being desirous to present his daughter Admeta 
with the belt or girdle worn by Hippolyte, the 
most famous of the kind m the world, sent 
Hercules against the Amazons. For this ex- 
pedition the hero was but slendcily provided, 
having only one ship ; but valour like his never 
wanted resources. On his approach to The- 
miscyra, Hercules learned that Hippolyte had 
colledted her female warriors to oppose him — 
The conflict was warm, but ended in the de- 
feat of his opponents, many of the boldest of 
them being killed or taken. This victory was 
followed by the total extirmination of their na- 
tion, and Hippolyte their queen was by the 
conqperor given to Theseus, as a reward tor his 
valour , her belt Hercules brought to Eurys- 
theuB. In the works of the ancients represent- 
ing this story, Hercules is generally exhibited 
taking off the zone of the Amazon, and thus 
also the poets describe him. 

Eleventh Labour. Cerberus. The eleventh 

labour of Hercules consisted in his dragging 
Cerberus from the infernal regions into day — 
Cerberus was a dreadful three-headed mastiff, 
bom of Echidna, and placed as 

a centinel before the gates of hell. After cros- 
«ing the Acheron, an infernal river, in a den 
4 


adjoining to the entrance of Pluto’s palace, was 
placed the tremendous keeper of these gloomy 
abodes. This hell-hound fawned upon all who 
entered, but devoured thoi>e who attempted to 
get back. Hercules being commanded to bring 
him from hell, first sacrificed to the gods, and 
then descended by a cave in the promontory of 
Taenarus. After having wreathed round his 
head a garland of white poplar from a tree on 
the banks of Acheron (which tree was ever af- 
tei held sacred to him) he passed that river, and 
seeing Theseus and Pirithous sitting on a stone, 
released the former) but left the latter to his 
fate. Cerberus, at the sight of Hercules, 
crouched for shelter under the throne of Pluto, 
but the hero, being permitted by the god to 
drag him thence, seized the monster, and 
forced him to earth. At the glimpse of day 
the foam is said to have dropped from the mouth 
of Cerberus, and produced the poisonous herb, 
aconite, or wolf’s bane. Eurystheus, at whose 
injunflion the dog had been brought, immedi- 
ately suffered him to return Mr Spence hath 
observed that in respect to this exploit of Her 
cules,the poets seem to have exceeded the sculp- 
tors , the latter only representing Hercules drag- 
ging Cci berus after him, whereas m the poetical 
descriptions of this affair you have Cerberus’s 
ti cmbling, his dread of the light, whicji he had 
never seen before, his endeavouring to draw 
back from it, and his tuinmg away of his eyes, 
to avoid the torture of beholding it ‘ all this is 
expressed in so pifturesque a manner by Virgil 
and Ovid, (hat I cannot help thinking they Bor- 
rowed some of their strokes from some celebra- 
ted pifture on this subjeft in their time.” And 
m another place ■ You see Cerberus not only 
with three heads, but with thiee distinft necks 
too, as he is also described by the Roman poets. 
Horace, as well as Virgil and Ovid, speaks of 
his being encompassed with serpents, and it 
may be from these serpents that Ovid calls Cer- 
berus the Medusian or snaky beast. Horace 
gives him yet moie terrors, and speaks of him, 
once in ^larticular, as having an hundred heads. 
1 have long wanted, continues Mr. Spence, 
" to meet with a good piece of ancient painting 
of Hercules dragging Cerberus to the light 
the Roman poets describe this in a very pidu- 
resque manner, and I doubt not there were 
8 D 2 
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tsome very fine paintings of it at Rome in the 
Augustan age. The sculptors only represent 
Hercules as dragging Cerberus after them.*’ 

Twelfth Labour. The Golden Fruit and Serpent 
tbeHespertdes . — The twelfth and last of the chief 
labours of this indefatigable hero, was his kil- 
ling the serpent, and gaining the golden fruit 
in the gardens of the Hesperides. •' In the 
many antiques that represent this story,” says 
the ingenious author of Polymetis, “you al- 
ways see the serpent twining round the tree, 
as he is described by Lucan, (who, by the 
way, gives a fuller account of this afl&ir than 
any other of the Roman poets) and in some of 
them you have the Nymphs themselves, who 
took care of this Heathen Paradise, and more 
particularly of this celebrated tree. The thing 
most to be remarked in these antiques is the 
ere6t air of Hercules, that look which seems to 
shew something of satisfaction and triumph on 
his having thus at last accomplished all the or- 
ders of Eurystheus.” ^Having mentioned the 

particulars of these Twelve compulswe labours, 
which were considered as a sort of system by 
the ancients, the reader will find an account of 
this hero’s voluntary encounters under the ar- 
ticles Acbelous, Albion, Antaeus, Atlas, Busins, 
Coats, Cycnus, Ematbion, Eurytus, Hestone, Pro- 
metheus, Pyracmos, Sarpedon, Tbeodamas, Tmo- 
lus, (ic. 

Hercules, after his conquests in Spain, having 
made himself famous in the country of the Cel- 
tae or Gauls, and his followers encreasing, is 
Ikid to have there founded a large and popu- 
lous city, which he called Alesia, made free, 
and constituted the metropolis of that country. 
He opened also a passage through the Alps into 
Italy, and coming by the Ligurian and Tyrr- 
hene coast to the river Tiber, was kindly en- 
tertained by two of the principal citizens, 
Potitius and Pinarius, to whom he foretold the 
grandeur-and glory to which that region would 
afterward arrive. The first use of a cold bath 
IS attributed to this hero, who is said to have 
found it an excellent refreshment after exces- 
sive labour. He was considered also as the first 
who increased small cities, by bringing toge- 
ther a great multitude of men, and giving them 
such laws as might keep them from confusion 
he likewise was accounted the original insti- 


tutorof public gones, or exepche*, 
strength and excite general emul8tion.~>Hkr« 
cules having deliveiVd Creon, king of The* 
bes from an unjust tribute imposed upon him 
by Erginus and the Myniae, Creon, in requi- 
tal of this service, gave him his daughter Me- 
gara fn marriage, by whom he had several 
sons ; but Juno striking the hero with madness 
for killing the Theban exile Lycus, as men- 
tioned in the article Megara, he slew his wife 
and children, and oh recovering his senses, 
was so shocked at hi| cruelty, that he, for a 

considerable time, abstained from society.. 

But at length recovering, like other hei oes he 
evinced that the love of gloiy was not the only, 
nor, at all times, the chief, passion which in* 
fluenced him. Of this a remarkable instance 
occurs in the history of Omphale, whose as- 
cendency over him was such, that he not only, 
to please her, assumed a female dress, but 
even spun amongst her women, and was at 
times corrected with the distaff His favourite 
wife, however, was Deianira, whose Jealousy 
most fatally occasioned his death. Hercules 
having subdued Oechalia and killed Eurytus, 
the king, carried off the fair lole, his daugh- 
ter, with whom Deianira suspecting him to be 
in love, sent him the garment of Nessus, the 
Centaur, as a remedy to recover his affections ; 
this garment, however, having been pierced 
with an arrow d.pped in the blood of the Ler- 
nean Hydra, whilst worn by Nessus, con- 
tracted a poison from his blood incurable by 

art. No sooner therefore was it put on by 

Hercules, than he was seized with a deliri- 
ous fever, attended with the most excruciating 
torments. Unable to support his poms, he re- 
tired to Mount Oeta, where raising a pile, and 
setting it on fire, he threw himself upon it, 
and was consumed in the flames, after having 
killed in his phrenzy Lycus his friend. His ar- 
rows he bequeathed to PhiloCtetes, who inter- 
red his remains. Thus perished this great 
hero of antiquity, the terror of oppressors, 
the friend of liberty and mankind, for whose 
happiness, as Tully observes, he braved the 
greatest dangers, and surmounted the mostar. 
duous toils, going through the whole earth 
with no other design but to establish peace, 
justice, concord, and freedom. Nothing can 



MEft PANTHfiOK. HER 389 


ht added to heighten a character ad gbrtous.-- 
One is apt to think that his life was made up of 
difficulties and hardships, from his birth to his 
exit Ovid hu given an ample description of 
bis last scene; Silius Italicus mentions a fine 
relievo representing him upon the funeral pile, 
on the gates of an ancient temple dedicated to 
him ; and Pliny notices a celebrated statue of 
Hercules, in his last torments, at Rome. O- 
vid, after giving this account of the sufferings 
of Hercules, mentions his assumption into hea- 
ven, adhere he was received into the society of 
the greater gods, and adds that his person was 
enlarged, and rendered more august and vene- 
rable than in his state of mortality Pliny men - 
tions a famous picture of his assumption in the 
Portico of Oi^avia. Montfaucon has engraved 
a relievo in which Hercules is repre ented as 
received into the heavens ; and though it be 
oddly imagined (for he is attended by Fauns 
and Satyrs) yet it represents the hero as large 
and majestic, and agrees with what Ovid re- 
lates of him after his deification Hercules is 
reported to have left many children ; by Deia- 
nira he had an only daughter, Macana, by Me 
leta Hylus ; Afer, Lydus, and Scythes, weie 
also his sons. Besides these he is said to have 
had fifty sons by the fifty daughters of Thes- 
tius, to the wliole of whom, according to Athe- 
naeus, he had access in seven successive nights ; 
or, according to Pausanias, in one This, 
though no doubt the stoutest of his adventures, 
was not however ranked by the ancients in the 
catalogue of his labours. Bayle, at this story, 
hath expressed his surprize that Hercules, a 
demi-god only, should beget fifty children in 
one night, whilst his father, the chief of the 
gods, employed three in begetting Hercules — 
The number of his children must have been 
great, since above thirty persons who went by 
his name, had not only their adlions but their 
ofispring attributed to him. Hercules is re- 
ported to have been a great eater, and to have 
disputed the prize with one Lepreus, in a con- 
test of this sort, wherein each, at a single meal, 
dispatching an ox, left th$ victory undecided. 
Here Lepieus ought to have stopped, but vainly 
challenging Hercules to single combat, he paid 
the forfeit for his vanity with his life. Hercules 
is also sftid to have been of no less prowess in 


drinking : to be convinced of this needs only to 
be considered the size of his goblet, which, 
though himself with one hand could lift and ex- 
haust it, required the strength of two men to 
support. One of the most celebrated Athenian 
orators observes, that writers took an extreme 
delight in celebrating the combats and bravery 
of Hercules, but did not make the least men- 
tion of his other qualities : he declares *' that 
part of the exalted chara6ler of Hercules, which 
they had neglected so much, would require an 
excellent orator ; and that had he thought of 
drawing it in his youth, he would have shewn 
his hero to have surpassed all other men In pru- 
dence, in knowlege, and justice, more than in 
bodily strength We may confirm what Iso- 
crates hath here observed in regard to the 
knowlege of this hero, it being well known 
that the ancients considered liim as intimately 
connected with the Muses , whence he wassur- 
named Musagetes, i e their companion and 
condiidlor. These divinities were placed un- 
der his protection in the temple which Fulvius 
Nobilior built to his honour. Hercules, after 
his death, was deified by his father Jupiter, and 
Diodorus Siculus relates, that he was no sooner 
ranked amongst the gods than Juno, who had 
so violently persecuted him whilst on earth, 
adopted him for her son, and loved him with 
the tenderness of a mother Hercules was af- 
terwards married to Hebe, goddess of youth, 
his half-sister, with all the splendor of a celes- 
tial wedding ; but he refused the honour which 
Jupiter designed him, of being ranked with 
the twelve gods, alleging there was no vacancy ; 
and that it would be unreasonable to degrade 
any other god for the purpose of admitting him. 
The worship of Hercules began very early in 
Italy ; Evander, in Virgil, celebrates a festi- 
val in honour of this god, and acquaints Ae- 
neas that it was instituted in memory of his 
killing the monster Cacus. Politius was the 
founder of this anniversary, and the Pi- 
narian family had the care of the sacred rites. 
Both the Greeks and Romans honoured him 
as a god, and as such ereCted to him temples. 
His victims were bulls and Iambs, on account 
of his preserving the flocks from wolves ; that 
is, delivering men from tyrants and robbers. 
He was worshipped by the ancient Latins un- 
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der the name of Dius^ or DivUs Fidius, that is, 
the guarantee or protestor of faith promised or 
Bworn They had a custom of callittgthw deity 
to witness by a sort of oath conceived in these 
terms. Me Dtus. Ftdtus f that is, so help me the 
godFidius! or Hercules. The Romans eredled 
many temples and altars to Hercules : there 
was in the Forum Boanum, or Ox-market, a 
very antient altar dedicated to this god, said to 
be built by Evandcr; it was remaining in the 
time of Augustus, and was called Ara Maxima 
Martial mentions a temple of Hercules near the 
Porta Capena : he calls him the Lesser Hercules 
out of flattery to Domitian, who assumed the 
name of Hercules * he had one also without the 
gate Colima, another below the hill Aventmus, 
under the title of the Conqueror , a third with- 
out the Latin Gate ; a fourth on the hill Quin- 
nalis ; two others in the Flaminian Circus, one 
under the title ot The Guardian, the other un- 
der that of The Hercules of the Muses this 
temple was common to the Muses and Hercu- 
les, bebausc it was believed that this hero had 
taught Evander letters when he came into 
Italy: authors mention another temple of this 
god, under the name of Hercules Propugnator, 
m which those soldiers who had served the 
term required of them, and gladiators who were 
dismissed from further service, hung up and 
dedicated their arms and bucklers. Pliny ob- 
serves, that the statue of Hercules in the Ox- 
market exhibited in some measure the honours 
of the Roman triumphs, it being on those 
occasions dressed in a toga and embroidered 
tunic some pretend it was borne in the pro- 
cession before the general’s chariot. The Scho- 
liast, or Aristophanes reports, that at Lindus, 
in the island of Rhodes, the sacred rites of 
Hercules were celebrated in a very extraordi- 
nary manner, the cause of which was this Her- 
cules coming thither, and being pressed with 
hunger, took an ox by force from a country- 
man who was ploughing, and ate hitn up l>e> 
fore his face, the peasant all the while cursing 
and reviling him with the most opprobrious 
langi/age Some time after the Lindians hav- 
ing erc6led an altar to Hercules, he ordered, 
that the peasant whose ox he had taken should 
be his priest, and that he should repeat the 
same curses and maledictions whenever he 


offered saeH^ to him ; . becaitsei 8814 h«j I 
never ate with so good appetite. This custom 
the people of Lindus continued to observe in 
the sacred rites of the god It has been re- 
marked, that many persons were fond of as- 
suming this celebrated name ; and that the 
Greeks ascnl^ed to the 1 heban Hercules the 
> ad ions of all the rest; but the foundation of 
all was laid in the Egyptian, or Phoenician 
Hercules , for the Egyptians did not borrow 
the name from tlie Grecians, but rather the 
Greeks, especially those who gave it to the son 
'of Amphitryon, from the Egyptians, princi- 
pally because Amphitryon and Alcmena were 
both, according to Herodotus, of Egyptian 
descent. The name also from Harokel, a mer- 
cbanl, IS of 1 hoenician extraCi, and was given 
to the discoverers of new countries and foun- 
ders of colonies, who frequently signalized 
themselves no less by civilizing the inhabitants, 
and freeing them from the wild beasts that in- 
fested their settlements, than by the commerce 
which they established, which no doubt was 
the source of ancient heroism and war. How- 
ever the Phoenician and Egyptian hero of this 
name may have been distinguished by a mul- 
titude of authors, it appears, after the most 
diligent enquiry, that they were one and the 
same person. The Egyptians reckoned their 
Hercules to be seventeen thousand years older 
than their king Aniasis* the Phoenicians were 
more modest, and only reckoned their hero 
coeval with the city of Tyre, which was two 
thousand three hundred years. Both natiojis 
paid an extreme veneration to Hercules, whom 
they anciently represented under no form, his 
,temple being without any image; an unde- 
niable proof of his antiquity. 

Let us review the history of the Egyptian Her- 
cules. About the year of the world 2131 , the 
person distinguished by the name of Hercules 
Assis succeeded Jamas as king of Lower Egypt, 
being the last of the Hyesos, or shepherd-kings, 
from Canaan, who had possessed that country 
269 years He continued the war with the 
kings of Upper JEgypt forty -nine years, and 
then, by agreement, withdrew with his sub- 
jects, to the number of 24 ©, 000 . In his re- 
treat he is said to have founded, first the city 
of Jerusalem, and aft^ards, that of Tyre, 
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where he was called Melearthas^ or king of the 
city. From Egypt he brought the computa- 
tion of 865 daysto the year,andestabli8heditm 
his own kingdom, where it continued many ages 
In his voyages he visited Africa, where he con- 
quered Antaeus ; Italy ; France ; Spain as far 
as Cadiz, where he slew Geryon, and proceed- 
ed thence even to the British islands, settling 
colonies, and raising pillars wherever he came, 
as the standing monuments of himself, and of 
the patriarchal religion he had planted, for 
pillars placed on eminences in circular order 
were the temples of those early times, theie 
being as yet no footsteps of idolatry either in 
Egypt or Phoenicia. To his arrival m these 
islands, and not in Liguria, must be applied 
whatever is rela|:ed of his encounter with Al- 
bion and Bergion Albion is the name g'ven 
afterwards to this country, and by the mira 
culous shower of stones during that engage 
ment, no more is intended, than that the inha- 
bitants were at last reconciled to Hercules, on . 
account of the divine religion which he taught, 
and the great number of those open temples 
of stone he ere6led. In these expeditions he 
is said to have been attended by Apher, grand- 
son of Abraham, whose daughter he married, 
and by whom he had a son named Dodoras 
To him the Phoenicians were indebted for the 
gainful trade of tin, which gave name to these 
islands, Britamta, it being derived from Ka- 
rat anac, the land of tin. He also discovered 
the purple dye, and seems to have been the 
first who applied the load-stone, thence called 
lapis Heraclms, to the purposes of navigation. 
He is supposed to have at last been drowned, 
and was believed to have become one of the 
first objefts of idolatry amongst his country- 
men. The solemnities consecrated to him 
were performed in the night, as to one who, 
after all his labours, had at length gamed a 
place and opportunity of resting. Manetho 
calls him Arcles.— — The Abbe le Pluche ob- 
serves, that when mischievous animals multi- 
plied too fast in Egypt, or notorious robbers 
inftsted the country, it was the custom to 
arm the most valiant of their youth, who offered 
themselves as volunteers for the expedition ; 
upon which occasion the Horus or image then 
exposed was armed with a club, and called 


Heracli, or Hercules, i. e. eminent in war, or 
the man of arms. He adds also, that the Ty- 
rians called their Hercules Ben Aleum, or the 
Invincible Son ; whence, probably, the Greeks 
borrowed their Hercules, whom they fabled 
to be the son of Jupiter. Hercules is usually 
depilated in a standing attitude, with the skin 
of the Nemaen lion thrown over his shoulders, 
and leaning on his club, an inseparable attri- 
bute The choice of Hercules, or his prefe- 
rence of Virtue to Vice, when solicited by both, 
makes one of the finest piAures of antiquity. 
In the famous statue of Hercules in the Far- 
nese palace at Rome, he leans on his club, and 
holds in his hands the apples of the Hesperides. 
In this statue, and indeed, all other figures of 
him, the principal idea which the artists en- 
deavoured to express was, that of g person 
made to endure the greatest fatigues. The 
chief attribute of Her cules,” says Mr Spence, 
** or the most distinguishing chara6ter of his 
figure, is this inconqxirable strengtli that ap- 
peals all over him: his other attributes are 
his lion’s skin, his club, and his bow. We 
sometimes see Hercules, in the works of the 
artists, dressed in his bon’s skin, in such a 
a manner, that the head and jaws of the lion 
appear over his head. This killer of monsters 
was himself tamed by love, and an alwolute 
slave to women he drank as un measurably as 
he fought com ageously. In the frequent le^li- 
stemiums which the Romans made to Hercules, 
tlieyused even to invoke him under his drunken 
charadler, as one finds by Statius ; and a par- 
ticular friend of that poet had a very remark- 
able little figure of this god, which he used 
to place upon his table whenever any gaieties 
were carrying on there. I speak of this figure 
as so remarkable, because it had run through 
a series of the highest fortunes of any statue 
perhaps upon reeprd. It was a Hercules in 
miniature, of brass, and cast by the famous 
Lysippus Before it came into the family of 
Statius’s friend, it belonged to Sylla, the Dic- 
tator; before him it was in Hannibal’s posses- 
sion, and was a particular favourite and fellow- 
traveller of his in his expedition into Italy, as 
before that it had accompanied Alexander the 
Great all through his expedition in the East. 
It was not a foot high, and so was portable 
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enough. He held a Cyathus in one hand« and 
his club in the other, with a mild, good-na- 
tured look, and that steady pleasure in drink* 
ing with which he is represented on an old 
gtm, copied perhaps from this very figure by 
Admon, and belonging at present to the Mar- 
quis Verospi at Rome. As to Hercules’ amours, 
and his weaknesses for women, it was a very 
common subjedt among the wcient artists to 
make Cupids taking away his club, or to re- 
present him, like the vast St. Christophers of 
the modern statuaries, bending under a little 
boy This was to shew, that he who conquered 
all other difficulties was a slave to love, and 
that Cupid disarmed him of all his force; and 
this, I think, is yet more strongly expressed 
in all the figures which shew his favourite 
mistresses dressed up in his lion’s skin, which 
was his known military dress, or himself dress- 
ed up in their clothes. The chief scene of his 
effeminacies was in Asia, whilst he lived with 
Omphale, queen of Lydia. She indeed was not 
the only person with whom he made so despi- 
cable a figure, but it was with her that headled 
his low part the most notoriously. In some of 
his fits, Ovid tells us, he gave up his favourite 
robe, the lion’s skin to her, and put on Om- 
phale’s head-dress, gown, bracelets, and neck- 
lace ; in others, he attended her like a slave, 
with her umbrella, to keep the sun from her. 
Sometimes you hear of his holding the womens 
work-baskets for them whilst they were a-spin- 
ning ; and sometimes he even jjoins them in 
their work, an;l sits down to spin himself, — 
There is a statue of Hercules with one of his 
mistresses, and most probably it is Omphale, 
as it is generally called, in the Farnese pa- 
lace at Rome, in which you see him in a wo- 
man’s gown, and with the spindle in his hand. 
This statue of him is Itself little, and the air 
of his face rendered so n^ean, that he looks 
much more like an old woman with a great 
beard than an hero. All his dignity is, with 
much propriety, quite lost on this occasion ; 
and it is probable, that he sometimes made 
even a worse figure than this, for we are told 
that the women used to scold him for work- 
ing so aukwardly, as he was apt to do, and that 
he threw himself at their feet to deprecate the 
liiishes they threatened him with. Indeed there . 


are so many of these faults and meannesin^, re- 
corded of Hercules by the ancients, that when 
one considers them, one is apt almost to lose 
sight of his great chara^er, and to wonder how 
they could ever have given him the very fore- 
most place in this distinguished class of heroes, 
of those viry few who, by their virtue, obtained 
a place among the chief of all the celestial dei- 
ties, in the highest heaven.” 

To the preceding remarks on the representations 
of Hercules, the following notices may be 
joined. There are figures which exhibit this 
hero in the ^beauty of youth ; and with such 
features as leave his sex almost undecided.— 
His attraftions resemble those which Glycera 
would have required in the youth entitled to 
her favours. Such also does he appear on a 
cornelian in the cabinet of Stosch. In most of 
his figutes however, his forehead is lofty, and 

.. rather fleshy ; the bones of his eyes, from their 
projection and roundness, denote that strength 
and perseverance which characterized the fu- 
ture herp amidst those veitations which distend- 
ed his heart. 

The existence and the suppression of nerves and 
of muscles distinguish Herpules, obliged to 
put forth the strength of his arm against mon- 
sters and ruffians, and before he had accom- 
plished his labours, from Hercules purified by 
fire from the gross parts of body, and raised 
to participate the happiness of the Immortals : 
the man is impressed on the Hercules Farnese, 
and the gad on the Hercules of the Belvedere, 
or the famous lorse. These characteristic 
discriminations will enable us to judge, whe- 
ther statues, without heads or attributes, be- 
longed to a dwintiy or man. 

The proportions of the head of Hercules to his 
neck, present us with the form of an invincible 
bull, as an indication of vigour and strength 
surpassing the human ; these parts in an ordi. 
nary man being reciprocally larger and less. 
The hair on the forehead, in all the fine heads 
of HercjuLes of all ages, appears stunted and 
flat, like that between the horns of a bull, anfl 
serves to distinguish the heads of thia hero 
from those of lole, who, like himself, is in- 
vested in the skin of the lipn, and has her hair 
hanging oyei^ her forehead in curls : — and from 
that of AppUo on a comdiui in the Grand 
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Duke’s cftblnetf engraved by AJlion, a Grecian ■ fines of the earth itself. Let the artists ad- 


artist. This observation is of the more impor- 
tance, as from a want of attention to it, the heads 
of Hercules, on a variety of coins, are errone- 
ously ascribed to Alexander and others — The 
ears of Hercules are represented as broken or 
crushed, like those of a Pancratiast, evidently 
from his having in that capacity gained the 
prize in the games which he himself instituted 
at Elis, in honour of Pelops, son of Tantalus ; 
as fora similar reason weie those of Pollux 
Mutilated as is the Torse of Hercules already 
mentioned, so as to have neither head, arms, 
nor legs, it notwithstanding, presents to an 
intelligent spe^ator, the consummate efibrts 
of art. The artist hath exhibited in it the 
great idea of a body more than human, the 
several parts of which are perfeftly developed, 
and of a nature so exalted, as to chara6lerize 
the divine tranquillity. Hercules here ap- 
pears at the moment when purified by fire 
from the imperfedtions of humanity, he has 
obtained the gift of immortality and a place 
amongst the gods. He is represented as 
no longer needing sustinencc, nor obliged to 
exert the strength of his aim No vein is 
perceptible in the figure ; his body is formed 
for enjoyment and not for food, his belly is 
full without being large So far as his attitude 
can be judged of, he is sitting with his arm 
over his head, and reposing after his labours. 
In this manner he is shown on two ancient 
monuments preserved in the Villa Albani, the 
one a large marble bason, the other the famous 
bas-relief, named the Reconciliation, and the 
Apotheosis of Hercules, with the inscription. 
Iff AKAHZ ANAnATOMENOI, tU Repose of Hercu- 
Us. The* disposition of his body, the head di- 
redted upward, the serenity on his counte- 
nance suggest the idea of his being occupied 
in a review of his great exploits. His back 
even, if the expression be allowable, seems to 
bend beneath the weight of his profound me- 
ditations. His chest powerfully elevated, pre- 
sents that breast against which he prushed the 
foiTOidable giant, the strength and length 
of his thighs display tliat agility which 
overtook the stag with brazen feet; of that 
indefatigable hero, who traversing regions 
without number, proceeded even to the con- 
Vol. /. 


mire in the contours of this body that conti- 
nuity of transition from one form to another, 
those flowing gradations which rise tiom each 
other like waves, and sinking, are swallowed 
up one by another. He will find, that in de- 
fining this astonishing work he never can be 
certain of doing it with justice ; for the direc- 
tion of ito convexity, which he takes for his 
guide, eludes him in his progress, and ever in- 
clining toadifferentdiredtion, bewilders at once 
both his eye and his hand The bones seem 
invested with the pliancy of skin, and the mus- 
cles are full without superfluity. In a word, 
it may be questioned, it this Hercules does not 
approach more nearly to the perfedtion of the 
ait than even the Apollo itself. 

Nothing can render the discriminative qualities 
of this Toise, or, as it is called, the Belvedere 
Hercules, more obvious, than a comparison of 
it with other figures of the same hero, and es- 
pecially with the Hercules Farnese, the work 
of Glycon In this statue Hercules is repre- 
sented as resting in the midst of his labours. 
The statuary exhibits him with his veins swol- 
len, and muscles enlarged by extraordinary 
exertion. He appears as if warm, and taking 
breath after his conflict m the gardens of the 
Hespendes, the fruit of which he holds in his 
hand. Glycon shews himself not less a poet 
than Apollonius, by rising above the ordinary 
forms of manhood, in the expression of the 
muscles, which appear like hillocks pressed 
together; it being the aim of the artist to ex- 
press an energetic elasticity of fibres by con- 
tradling the muscles, and giving them a cir- 
cular tension. It is in this light that the figure 
must be considered, or the poetic genius of the 
master will be censured as extravagant, and 
the ideal strength of the work as wildly enor- 
mous. 

Of Gly con antiquity hath handed down no informa- 
tion ; and the Abbe Dubos was mistaken when 
he asserted, that Pliny had spoken of the Her- 
cules Farnese. For from the inscription, no- 
thing further can be inferred, than that this, 
his chief d’ oeuvre, was not anterior to that of 
Apollonius, since the form of the omtga in the 
inscription is exactly the same. 

HERCULIS COLUMNAR, THE PILLARS OF 

3 E 
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HERCULES, two lofty mountains, tht one 
at the southern extremity of Spain, and the 
other on the opposite coast of Africa. These 
which the ancients denominated Calpe and 
Abyla, were supposed to have been separated 
by Hercules to open a passage between the 
Mediterranean and the Atlantic. 

HERCYNNA, ^teHtrcynma. 

HERCYNNIA, a Grecian festival in honour of 
Ceres, who was called Hercynna, which title 
she had from a daughter of Trophonius, so 
named, the play-fellow of Proserpine, and com- 
panion of Ceres when she travelled over the 
world. Hercynna was represented as carry- 
ing a goose. 

HERES, OR HEREMARTIA, goddess of Heirs 
among the Romans, reputed a companion of 
Mars, and sumamed Martia from him, on ac- 
count of the frequent contests occasioned by 
inheritances and successions. As soon as an 
inheritance fell to any person, he went imme- 
diately to pay homage and sacrifice to this 
goddess, and to thank her. 

HERESIDES, Nymphs who attended Juno when- 
ever she went to the bath. 

HERILUS, a king mentioned in the Aeneid, to 
whom, at his birth, his mother Feronia had 
given three lives and triple arms. He was 
killed by Evander under the walls of Praeneste, 
who, with hiB three lives, took from him as ma- 
ny suits of armour. 

HERMAE, in antiquity , statues of Mercury, call- 
ed by the Greeks Hermes. They were made of 
marble, and sometimes of brass, without arms 
or feet, and set up by both the Greeks and 
Romans Juvenal compares a person who had 
degenerated from the virtues of his ancestors 
to one of these statues. These Hermae were 
placed in cross-paths and great roads, because 
Mercury, as messenger of the gods, presided 
over the high-ways. The Hermae were in- 
vented at Athens, and ere61ed in the porches 
of temples, and at the doors of houses. The 
orator Aeschines mentions the porch of the 
Hermae at Athens, where were three very re- 
markable statues of this sort, set up in honour 
of those Athenians who had routed the Per- 
sians near the river Strymon. Hipparchus, 
son of P.sistratus, creeled certain Hermae in 
the city and villages of Attica, which were 


engrewn wise sentottciee in4 monl tnamic.. 
tions. acero, a great lover of antiquRy, be- 
ing informed by his friend Atticua, then at 
Athens, that he had found seme Hermae, ad- 
dresses him thus: ** Your marble Hermae, 
with heads of brass, found in Mount Partilious, 
give me great pleasure, you will oblige me veiy 
much if you will send them to me, with what 
other curiosities you can find at Athens.* *— - — 
Antiquity furnishes us with compound H«rmae, 
or statues of Mercury joined with some other 
deity, the principal of which are as follow: 
1. Hertn-Atbena, a statue representing Mer- 
cury and Minerva, (called by the Greeks 
Athene) in one figure. Pomponius Atticus 
having found one of these rare statues at 
Athens, writes ^o his friend Cicero, that he 
would send it him to adorn his library. It 
was natural to see Mercury and Minerva 
joined in the same statue, the one deity pre- 
siding over eloquence, the other over arts and 
sciences. On the reverse of a n.edal of the em- 
peror Adrian, who piqued himself upon his 
learning and eloquence, is an Hcrm-Athena. 
9. Herm-Heracles, a statue compounded of 
Mercury and Hercules, which union shewed 
that strength must be backed with eloquence, 
or that eloquence has the art of overcoming 
monsters. S. Herm-Eros, a statue of Mercury 
and Cupid, called by the Greeks Eros ; which 
union seemed to intimate, that eloquence is a 
necessary qualification in a lover. 4. Herm- 
Harpocrates, a figure ot Harpocrates, the Egyp- 
tian god of Silence, with wings at his feet like 
Mercury ; intimating, perhaps, either that 
silence may be eloquent in love, or that mes- 
sengers, who are entrusted with secrets, should 
be careful to observe it. 5. Herm-AttuldSt a 
compound representation of Mercury and the 
Egyptian god Anubis, who is described almost 
in the same manner with Mercury. 

HERMAE A, ancient Grecian festivals in honour 
of Hermes or Mercury. There were several 
of them, one celebrated by the Pheneatae in 
Arcadi, a second by the'Cyllraians in Elis, a 
third by the Tanagraeans in Boeotia, where 
Mercury was represented with a ram upon his 
shoulder, because he was said, in time of a 
]^ague, to have walked through the city in 
that manner, curing the sick ; in memoir of 
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which aAiOHj it was customary at this ftsthral 
for one of the most beautiful youths m the 
city, to carry round its walls a ram in imita- 
tion of the god ; a fourth was observed in Crete, 
when it was usual for the servants to sit down 
at the table, whilst their masters stood by and 
waited, a custom likewise pradtiscd at the 
Roman Saturnalia ; lastly, a fifth was observed 
by the Athenian boys, in the Gymnasium, or 
school of exercise at Athens, at which no 
adult persons were allowed to approach, but 
the Gymnasiarch, who, if he suffered any such 
to be present, underwent the same punish- 
ment with the corrupters of free-born youth 
This prohibition seems to have arisen from 
tile unnatural commerce formerly pra6hsed at 
this solemnity 

HERMANUBIS, one of the names of the Egyp- 
tian god Anubis. See Anubu, Barker 

HERMAPHRODITUS, the son of Hermes and 
Aphrodite, t. e of Mars and Venus, was edu- 
cated by the Naiades on Mount Ida He was 
a great hunter, and roaming through different 
regions in pursuit of his amusement, came at 
length to Cana, where, happening to refresh 
himself in a fountain, Salmacis the Nymph of 
it became enamoured of him, and solicited the 
gratification of her passion, but Hermaphro- 
ditus, notwithstanding her importunity, re- 
maining inexorable, she sought to subdue him 
by embraces, and, seizing him in her arms, 
imjplored the gods that their bodies might 
tiienceforth be united. H«r request was grant- 
ed, but the junction was so formed, that the 
discriminations of theirsexes continued distin6l. 
It is added, that Hermaphroditus also entreat- 
ed that all who bathed in that fountain might 

experience his fate. Some represent this 

liable of the poets as a figurative description 
of marriage ; yet a modem author supposes, 
that as the fountain Salmacis, near the city 
of Halicarnassus, was Inclosed with high walls, 
▼ery Indecent scenes were there transafted ; 
but that a certain Greek of the colony, erefting 
an inn for the reception of strangers, the 
barbarians who resorted to- it,, by their inter- 
eouiUe with the Greeks, improved their man- 
natn, and became softmed and civilized.—— 
TMs solution, however, appears forced and 
far-fetched. 4 


HERMATHENA. SeeHermae. 

HERMEROS. See Hermae. 

HERMES, a name of Mercury. See llemae. 

HERMHARPOCRATES. See liermtu. 

HERMHERCULES. SeeHermae. 

HERMIONE, daughter of Mars and Venus, w as 
the w ife of Cadmus. Her n uptials were graced 
by the pi'esence of all the celestial divinities 
but Juno, and she was presented with a splen- 
did veil, and a curious necklace, the work of 
Vulcan himself. Both she and her husband 
were changed into serpents, and became inha- 
bitants of the Elysian fields. See Cadmus and 
Harmonta. 

HERMIONE, daughter of Menelaus and Helen, 
was betrothed by her grandfather to Orestes, 
but afterwards given by her father to Pyrrhus, 
as the reward of his services in the war against 
Troy Orestes, however, not brooking the 
disappointment, slew his idval m the temple of 

Apollo, and recovered his promised wife. 

Some pretend that Hermione, piqued at her 
husband's attention to Andromache, united 
With Orestes to destroy him. 

HERMOGENES, an arehiteti who assisted in 
building the splendid temple which the Mag- 
ncsians ere6ted to Diana. 

HERMOTIMUS, or HERMOTINUS, a cele- 
brated prophet of the Clasomenians, whose soul 
is said to have occasionally wandered from his 
body into the remotest part of the earth, for 
the purpose of explaining futurity His wife, 
it IS pretended, availed herself of the opportu- 
nity whilst, during one of these excursions, 
the body lay untenanted, to commit it without 
remorse to the flames. Hermotimus was at no 
loss on the occasion, for his countrymen pro- 
vided him with a temple, and from that time 
honoured him at Clazomenae, as a god. 

HERO, the celebrated priestess of Venus at Ses- 
tos, inhabited a tower on the shore of the Hel- 
lespont. Having engaged the afi%6lion of Le- 
ander, a youth of Abydos, he every night swam 
from the opposite shore to visit her the gui- 
dance of a torch which he planted on her tower. 
It happening in a tempestuous night that the 
torch was extinguished, Leander, by mistaking 
hiB course, perished in the waves. Hero, on 
hearing his fate, thifw hmelf from her tower, 
and was drowned. 
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S96 HER PANTHEON, H£H 


HERO« in ancient theology and mythology^ a 
great and illustrious person of mortal nature, 
though, by the populace, supposed to partake 
of immortality, and after death placed by them 
in the number of their gods. The word cor- 
responds to the Latin beroi, and the Greek 
smt deus, demi-god St. Augustine ob- 
serves that it is highly probable some one of 
Juno’s sons was originally called by this name, 
that goddess being called in Greek 11 ^( 1 : or it 
may be, that great men were distinguished by 
this appellation in allusion to the opinion of the 
ancients, that virtuous persons, after their 
deaths, inhabit the wide expanse of the air, 
which is Juno’s province. Isiodorus is inclined 
to think, that heroes were thus called quasi 
acroes, aerei, persons of superior merit, and 
worthy of heaven. Plato derives the word from 
the Greek love^ as intimating that the he- 
roes sprung either from the communication of 
a god with a woman, or of a goddess with a 
man * others derive the name from the Greek 
ft^ra, to speak, heroes being persons who, by 
their eloquence, led the people at their plea- 
sure : others again, from the Greek the . 
earth, the heroes, on their principle, being the 
Dll Terre it res, or gods of the earth. Heroes, 
properly, were persons partly of divine and 
partly of human extra<5lion, being the offspring 
of a deity and a mortal. Thus Achilles was son 
of the goddess Thetis, by Peleus ; Hercules, and 
Aeneas, of Jupiter by Alcmena and Aeneas , of 
Venus and Anchises Aherothen coincides with 
the idea of a demi-god , and Lucian accordingly 
defines a hero to be a medium between a god 
and a man ; or rather a composition of both. 
The word is also used in var ous other signifi- 
cations , but these arefoieign to our purpose 
As the ancients established an inviolable distinc- 
tion between human beauty and divine, so, in 
the representation of their heioes, they ap- 
proached the limits of divinity, but without 
passing beyond them, or confounding the deli- 
cate disci iminations of the two natures. Bat- 
tus, for example, on the medals of Cyrene, 
wants only the look of pleasure to become a 
Bacchus, or a trait of divine greatness to make 
him an Apollo. Minos, on the medals of 
Gnossus, withput that look of pride which be- 
speaks human royalty, would resemble a Ju- 


I^ter, bountiful and dement. The artists kn. 
pressed charaderistic forms on their heroes, by 
giving to particular parts a m<»re than natural 
prominence. They animated the muscles, and 
braced them with a more than human vigour : 
in great enterprizes they displayed all the ener- 
gies of their nature. Thus, in the supposed 
Gladiator of Agasias of Ephesus, a statue pre- 
served in the Villa Borghese, the features are 
caught from a particular face, but the muscles 
of the sides are more elevated, and have more 
adfion and elasticity than in nature. A still 
more striking example may be seen in the same 
muscles of the Laocoon, when compared with 
the correspondent parts of deified or divine 
figures, such as the Hercules and Apollo Bel- 
videre In the Laocoon, the action of the 
muscles is carried to the extremest verge of 
truth. Swollen like waves, they all tend to 
exhibit the utmost contest of strength in the 
midst of pain and resistance In the Torse, 
or deified Hercules, the same muscles have an 
ideal form of the most perfeft beauty ‘ elevated 
but with a flowing surface like the undulation 
of the sea m a calm. Of the Apollo, a figure 
divinely beautiful, the muscles possess the ut- 
most delicacy raised into waves almost im- 
perceptible, they are less obvious to the touch 
than the sight. 

Considered under these different points of view, 
beauty was the principal object of the artists, 
who were authorised also by poetic descriptions 
in the configuration of young heroes to leave 
the speAator undecided in respect to their sex ; 
as IS evident in the representation of an Achilles, 
whose personal charms were such, that, in a 
female dress, he continued undiscovered a- 
mongst the daughters of Lycomedes. The 
same problematical beauty may be attributed 
by the artist to Theseus, who, disguised as a 
female, went from Troezeneto Athens. Pau- 
sanias describes 'him as wearing a long robe 
which reached to his feet, and mentions his be- 
ing taken for a beautiful female, by the work- 
men at the temple of Apollo, who were asto- 
nished to see a young woman of such exquitite 
beauty walking unattended. This idea how- 
ever of beauty, and attention to age, hath too 
often been vio^ted, and especially in the works 
of the painters. 
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HEROIC AGE, that age or period of the world 
wherein the heroes, or those called by the 
poets the cbUdrcH qf the gods, are supposed to 
have lived. The Heroic Age coincides with 
the fabulous age. See Fabulous, 

HEROIS, a Grecian festival celebrated every 
ninth year by the Delphians, in honour of some 
heroine ; as may be learned from the name. — 
We are told by Plutarch that there were in it 
many mysterious rites, and, among the rest, 
a representation of something corresponding to 
Semele’s resurredtion. 

HEROPHILA, the name of the Erythraean Si- 
byl, who, in the reign of Tarquin, coming to 
Rome, offered him the nine Sibylline books , 
but he objediing to the price demanded for 
them, she burnt three, and then three more, 
and at last received as much for the remainder 

as she had demanded for the nine See 

Sibyls. 

HERSE, daughter of Cerrops, and sister of Pan- 
,drosus and Aglauros. She was beloved by Mer- 
cury. See Arrbepboria. 

HERSILI A, wife of Romulus, one of the Sabines, 
lamenting the loss of her husband, was ''by Ju- 
no admitted into heaven, and named the god- 
dess Hora, Horta, Orta, or Ora. Her temple 
stood always open, and was situated in the 
Quirinal hill. 

HERTA, OR HERTHA, an idol or deity wor- 
shipped by the ancient Germans, particularly 
in the island Rugen. In the middle of a wood 
stood a sacred cart, covered with a carpet, and 
attended by a priest who knowing the time of 
the goddess's coming, drove the cart, drawn 
by wild oxen, to the temple, where certain 
persons a£ling as officers of the ceremony, were 
thrown into an adjoining lake, as victims to 
the goddess. There is still a thick wood to be 
seen, and a lake in which no one dares to fish, 
both being supposed to belong to this goddess. 
They have a story that some fishermen, having 
brought a bark thither, for the purpose of fish- 
ing, could not find it the next morning Some 
authors think they worshipped the earth under 
the name of Herta, or Hertha, and that the an- 
cient Britons likewise built a temple to this 
deity, the remains of which are the famous 
Stonehenge, on Salisbury-plain. Her festivals 
were generally solemnized in the night, whence 


might come the English custom of reckoning 
by the night, as seven^nigbt, fortntgbt. 

HESIOD, was born at Asira, a city of Boeotia, 
and was priest of the Muses on Mount Helicon, 
by whose particular favour it is said he com- 
menced poet when keejung sheep. Some au- 
thors make him more ancient than Homer, 
others his contemporary, and others again as- 
sert that he lived long after him. This last 
opinion seems most probable, for there is great 
room to believe, with Porphyry, that Hesiod 
lived about an hundred, or, with Velleus Pa- 
terculus, one hundred and twenty years after 
Homer. It is said that Hesiod was killed by 
the Locrians, who threw him into the sea, but 
that his body being carried to land by dolphins, 
the guilty were discovered, and put to death. 
There are still extant two of Hesiod’s poems ; 
one of them, and the most excellent, is entitled 
The Works and the Days, and contains pre- 
cepts on agriculture ; the other is his Theogo- 
ny, or generation of the gods. A poem enti- 
tled The Buckler is also attributed to him, but 
the most judicious critics consir’er it as written 
by a later author Wliat is related of the con- 
test between Homer and Hesiod has all the ap- 
pearance of fiction. Hesiod, in speaking of 
his poetical combat at the funeral of Amphida- 
mas, neither mentions the name of the con- 
quered, nor takes any notice of Homer. 

HESIONE, daughter of Laomedon, king of 
Troy, was, by order of the oracle, exposed to 
a vast sea monster, sent by Neptune. Hercu- 
les delivered her, and bestowed her on Tela- 
mon. Hesione redeemed her brother Priamus, 
who was afterwards king of T roy See Laome- 
don, Telamon. 

HESPERA, OR HESPERATHUSA, one of the 
Hesperides. 

HESPERIDES, the three daughters of Hesperus, 
Aegle, Arethusa, and Hespera, or Hesperethu- 
sa. Apollonius, in his Argonautics, calls them 
Hespera, Aegle, and Erytheis. Hesiod, in his 
T hcogony, makes them daughters of Nox, or 
Night, and seats them in the same place with 
the Gorgons, at the extremities of the W'est, 
near Mount Atlas, on which account he consi- 
ders them as the offspring of Night, because 
the sun sits there. When Juno was married, 
she gave Jupiter a tree that bore golden fruit. 
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which tree we« kept by-tbe Nymphs Hevperides, tree which bore the golden fruit, and had the 

under the guard of a dragon born of Typhon name of Hesperides. 

and Echidna, having an hundred heads, and as The killing the dragon and carrying off the fruit 
many voices. Hercules was commanded by was the twelfth labour of Hercules. 

Ewrystheus to fetch away this golden produce, HESPERETHUSA, daughter of Hesperus, and 
but not knowing where it grew, the Nymphs one of the Hesperides. See Hesperides. 
of Eridanus advised him to go to Nereus, who HESPERUS, according to some authors, was 
eluded his enquiry, by assuming various shapes, brother, or soil, of Atlas, but, as others sup- 

but at las»t sent him to Prometheus, from whom pose, son of Cephalus and Aurora. He is said 

he obtained the information wanted ; after which to have reigned in Italy, which, from him, was 

he vanquished the dragon, and brought the called Hesperia, and to have been greatly es- 

precious fruit to Eurystheus. The gardens of teemed for his piety towards the gods, and for 

the Hesperides are placed by some authors at his justice and humanity to his subjects. He 

Larach, a city of Fez , by others at Bernich, a was much addidted to the study of the heavenly 

city of Barca, which better corresponds with bodies, and going to the top of Mount Atlas 

the fable ; others seat them in the province of to view the stars, was borne away by a tempest, 

Susa, in Morocco ; lastly, Rudbeck places these which made it be imagined that he was rapt up 

gardens in Sweden. Pliny and Solinus make into heaven, on which he was worshipped as a 

the dragon to have been no other tlian an arm god ; and that his name might be ever ho- 
of the sea, with which the garden was encom- noured, the brightest of the stars was, from 

passed, and which defended its entrance. Var- him, denominated Hesper, Hesperugo, Vesper, 

ro contends that the golden fruit were nothing and Vesperugo. This luminary was called the 

but sheep; others affitm, with more probabi- evening star, when it sets after the sun, but 

lity, that they were oranges. Mythologists when it rises before the sun. Phosphorus, Lu- 

have given several explanations of the fable of cifer, or the star of the morning. Hesperus 

the Hesperides, but that of the ingenious Ab- left three daughters, who were known by the 

bd la Pluche seems the most probable. The common appellation of Hesperides, As the 

Phoenicians, says this author, were the earliest star of Venus/’ says Mr. Spence, " had such 

navigators, and their trade to Hesperia and a variety of names and offices assigned to it, so 

Spain was one of the noblest branches of their there is a great deal of difference in the manner 

commerce . hence they brought back exquisite of representing it ; so great, that it is some- 

wines, rich ore of gold and silver, and that fine limes represented even under the figure of a 

wool to which they gave the dye of so precious male, as well as that of a female. hen con- 

a purple. From the coast of Mauritania they sidered as a planet, it is directed by Venus, in 

drew the best com, and by the way of the Red her chariot drawn by doves ; but when it is 

Sea they exchanged iron-ware and tools of small considered as the morning or evening star, 
value for ivory, ebony, and gold dust ; but as it is directed by a boy, or a young man, who 

the voyage was long, the adventurers were is sometimes called Lucifer under both those 

obliged to associate, and prepare their cargoes charafters, but more generally Lucifer for the 

in winter, so as to set out early in the spring. fo' mer, and Hesperus for the latter. Others 

The public sign exposed on these occasions was do not change the name, but satisfy themselves 

a tree With golden fruit, to denote the riches with changing his horses, giving him a white 

arising from this commerce , the dragon which one forthe morning, as Lucifer or Phosphorus, 

guarded the tree signified the danger and dif- and a black one for the evening, as Hesperus, 

ficulty of the voyage ; the Capricorn, or some- "1 hough the poets mark the beauty of Lucifer 

times single horn placed at the root, expressed or Hesperus, and call him the brightest of all 

the month or season ; and the three months of the host ot heaven, yet they represent him as 

winter, during which they prepared forthe ex- with a gloomy aspeA on melancholy occasions, 

pedition, were represented by three Nymphs, His office was to call Aurora, and he had the 

who were supposed to be propdetors of the privilege of leaving the heavens the last of all 
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fhtt bUx*. From the poets being to particular 
ia their deacriptions of Lucifer^ I doubt not 
iMot that the ancient artiati, and particularly 
the painters, represented him under all his cha- 
racters, though I have never yet met with him 
or either of his horses on any antique : where I 
have semi him, he is always represented as a 
youth, either before the chariot of the sun, as 
forerunner of the day, with a torch, as Lucifer, 
or Phosphorus, or l^ore the chariot of the 
moon, as forerunner of the night, without a 
torch, as Hesperus.” 

HESTIA, one of the Hesperides. See also Ftre. 

HESUS, the great divinity of the Gauls. See 
Esus. 

HESYCHIA, daughter of Thespius. 

HESYCHIODAE, priestess of the Furies so cal- 
led. See Furies. 

HEUKIPPA, a surname of Diana. 

HIARBAS, son of Jupiter, by Garamantis, 
daughter of Garamas, king of Lydia. See 
larbas. 

HICETAON, son of Laomedon, and brother of 
Priam 

Also the father of Thymoetes, who accompanied 
Aeneas to Italy 

HIEMALIA See Brumalkt. 

HIEMS, or Winter, is represented old and de- 
crepid, and is distinguished from the other 
seasons by his crown of reeds, by birds in his 
hand, or a beast at his feet, and by being 
clothed when the others are naked. 

HfERA, the beautiful wife of Telephus, king of 
Mysia. 

Also the mother of Pandarus and Bitias was thus 
named. 

NIERAX, the youth who woke Argos to apprize 
him that Mercury was stealing lo. The god to 
punish him, metamorphosed him to a bird of 
prey. 

HIEROCORACES, tbe sacred crows. See Afi- 
tbras. 

HlEROMANTIA. See Dnmatkm. 

HIEROPHANTES, chief priest in the mysteides 
of Ceres. See Eteusmia. 

HILAIRA, OR ILAIRA, daughter of Leucippus 
and Philodice, was, together with Phoebe her sis- 
ter, whilstgoing tomarry Lynceusand Idastheir 
COUGHS, carried off by Castor mid Pollux, by the 
former of whom Hilairahadason named Anagon. 


HILARIA, an ancient Roman festival, observed 
on the 8th of the kalends of April, or the «jth 
day of March, In honour of the goddess Cybele, 
mother of the gods. The Romans took this 
feast originally from the Greeks. The festival 
was so named from the various mcpressions of 
joy and mirth at its celebration. The statue 
of the goddess was carried in procession through 
the streets of the city * the day was spent in 
all kinds of masquerades, and all persons were 
permitted to appear in whatever dress or dis«> 
guise they thought proper, so that the lowest 
of the people often counterfeited the garb and 
dignity of the highest magistrates. The day 
before the festival was consumed in tears and 
mourning, the reason of which, and of the joy 
which succeeded, lieing probably this • Cybele 
represented the earth, which, at that time of 
the year, begins to feel the kindly warmth of 
the spring, and to pass from winter to sum- 
mer, so that this sudden transition from sor- 
row to joy was an emblem of the vicissitude 
of these successive seasons. According, how- 
ever, to Macrobius and Lampridius, this festi- 
val was intended to express the joy conceived 
at the birth of the gods Casaubon maintains, 
that, besides this particular signilication, the 
word Hilaria was the general appellative of any 
day of joy and festivity, whether public or 
private, social or domestic ; but from this Sal- 
masius dissents. Tristan distinguishes between 
Hilaria and Hilariae ; the former, according 
to him, were public rejoicings, and the latter 
prayers made in consequence of them, or of 
private occasions, as marriages and the like. 
The expressions of public hilarity lasted seve- 
ral days, during which all mourning and fu- 
neral ceremonies were suspended 

HILARITAS, OR CHEERFULNESS, is repre- 
sented with a branch of laurel or palm as her 
distinguishing emblem, and a cornucopia.-— 
** 1 have,” says Mr Spence, seen this god- 
gess often on medals with a palm-branch, the 
token of peace, sometimes with two or three 
children about her, and sometimes without 
any : the former, I suppose, is meant to sig- 
nify the happy state of married men, and the 
other that of bachelors.” 

HIPPALIMUS, son of Pelopa and Hippodamia, 
was one of the Argonauts. 
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HIPPASUS, wm of Ceyx, aided Hercotei, ia ot>> 
position to Ejurytus. 

(^e of the Centaurs killed at the nuuriage of 
Piiithbus, was so called; as was an iliegitinwte 
son of Priam, and also^a^son of Leucippe. See 
^rUm$a, abd Cbarops. 

HIPPE, daughter of Chiron, being pvegnant, and 
fearing her father’s displeasure, the gods, out 
of pity, changed her to a nuure, and afterwards 
transferred her to heaven. 

HIPPENS, an illegitimate eon of Hercules by a 
daughter of Thestiua. 

HIPPO, one .of the Oceanides. 

HIPPIUS, HIPPOCOURIUS,HIPPODROMUS, 
names of Neptune, from his-auperintendance of 
horsemanship. 

HIPPOCAMPIynq^-horses. which at times 
the chariot* of^eptime was drawn. These 
Hippocampi had tails of fishes, and only ty/o 
feet, which resembled the fore-feet of a horse, 
on which account they are distinguished by 
Virgil as biped horses. Statius hath prettily 
described the manner in which Neptune goads 
them with his trident. 

HIPPOCENTAUR,* a fabulous monster. The 
Hippocentaurs, who, as well as the Centaurs, 
were inhabitants of Thrace, seem, as the 
names themselves intimate, to have differed 
from the Centaurs in this, that the latter rode 
on bullocks, and the former on horses. See 
Centaur. 

HIPPOCOON, one of the hunters of the Caly- 
donian boar, and son of Oebalus, the brother 
of Tyndarus, was put to death by Hercules 
for excluding his brother from the kingdom of 
Lacedaemon. 

Hippocoom, father of Enarsphorus, who formed 
the design of carrying off Helena. 

Hjppocoom, son of Hyrtacus, a hero at the games 
in the fifth Odyssey. 

HIPPOCORYSTES, son of Aegyptus, and also 
of Hippocoon. 

HIPPOCRATE, daughter of Thespius. 

HIPPOCRATIA, feasts celebrated in honour of 
Neptune by the inhabitants of Arcadia. 

HIPPOCRENAE, HIPPOCRENIDES, names 
common to the Muses from .the famous fiaun- 
tain Helicon, which by the' Greeks.was called 
Hippocrene. The celebrated hprse Pegasus 
striking his hoof against a rock, paused. the, 


watecrof tNi issue fordi and 'be> 

come musical, > . . , 

HlPPODAMAS,a Troijaachiefalaimby AchiRes 
intbefliad. < > .v , , 

HIPPODAME, one of the females* attcmiiiit m 
Penelope. > . > ^ . 

HIPPODAMIA, daughter Oenomaus, king of 
Elis, was, on- account, of her extreme! beauty, 
solicited in marriage t^ mostofithe pnnces of 
Greece,, but her father haying laarnt Arom.an 
orade, that he .should be.killed iby his son-iin- 
law, resolved to bestow' her only on him. who 
should overcome him in the race, and that 
, whomsoever he. v^mduished should jhe: he' 
therefore proclaimed chai1ot-]^aces,«bopin|ido 
elude the dedree of the ordcle by tt^hns of his 
horses, which were mnBrkably:fleet.:>-~~Oeno. 
maug conquered, and thirteen ^ competitors 
were put to death ; but Pelops, son of Tan^ 
talus, king of Phrygia, the fourteenth, having 
corrupted Myrtilus, the charioteer of Oeno- 
maus, one of the wheels was left unpinned, in 
consequence of which the chariot was over- 
thrown, and the king mortally wounded.——* 
Before his d^th, however, he requested Pelops 
to revenge him on the unfaithful Myrtilus, 
which he is said to have done by throwing him 
when he came for his bribe, fnom a precipice 
-into the sea. Both the daughter and kingdom 
of Oenomaus fell to the lot of Pelops, who 
gave his name to all Peloponnesus. This 
Hippodamia is said to have been the first wjio 
instituted female racespn theOlymjHc ^tadiuMi. 
and also the first female, jyho gaini^, in these 
races, the Olympic crown, * 

Hippodamia, daughter of Adrastus, and wife of 
Pirithous, king-^theJUapithae, for .whom thst 
war commenced. betweQn. tha, Centaurs and La- 
pitiu|e,.in consequence jqftthe violence ofl^md 
her by Eurytus. PfopBitiOs calls her- Isco- 
inache. , i ' ' t»», ^ . « r 

There were several others of this nameji. yia^ a 
daughter of Danaps, a daughter of Brises andl 
priests of Achilles, and- a .^Ughter -dTAnt 
chises who married' A}cath(9ii.c !! 
HIPPOOAMUS; a Trqjan takaen by Ulysses. 
HIPPODICE, one ^ the daugbtep^ of Oanaug. 
HIPPO DRQMUS, ason.pfiHei[cu^* 
HIPPOLOCHUB, sonofBelkarophon, and father 
ofGIaucus. ' . 
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Aad^mAC^iit hid idio a son so called, whOHII’ inr 
the Trojan war. ' 

HiPFOLYTE, queen of the Amazons. See the 
Tmib labour of Hercules. 

HIPPOLYTE. SetAcastus. 

HIPPOLYTUS, son of Theseus and Hippolyte, 
queen of the Amazons, after whose death he 
married Phaedra, sister of Ariadne, whose 
lewdneas sufficiently retaliated his cruelty to 
her sister. Phaedra indulging an incestuous 
passion for her son-indaw Hippolytus, a youth 
of uncommon virtue and chastity, was repulsed 
by him. On this, her love turned to hatred, 
and she accused him to Theseus of an attempt 
to ravish her. Theseu^, uxorious and old, too 
easily admitted the accusation. The youth, to 
escape his father's resentment, efie6ted an es- 
cape in his chariot. The horses, however, 
being frightened at some phocae or sea-cdves 
by chance upon the shore, ran off, and throw- 
ing Hippolytus from his seat, dragged him 
through woods and over rocks, till they occa- 
sioned his death. It is said that Aesculapius, 
at Diana’s request, (for Hippolytus was a great 
hunter), restored him to life ; after wlych he 
went into Italy, and called himself Ver- 
bius.. 

Hippolytus, one of the rebel Giants slain by Mer- 
cury. 

Of this name also were a son of Aegyptus ; and a 
son of akingof Sicyon, beloved by Apollo. 

HIPPOMACHUS, a Trojan chieftain, killed by 
Leonteus. 

HIPPOMEDON, son of Nisimachus and Mythi- 
dice, was one of the seven chiefs against Thebes, 
and fell the hand of Acastus. 

HHtPOMEDUSA, oneofthe Danaides. 

HIPPOldENES, son of Macareus, or Megareus 
andMerope.- SeeAtalanta. 

HIPPONA, an inferior rural deity who presided 
over horses : a figure of her was generally placed 
in stables. 

HIPPONOUS, father ofCapaneus andPeriboea, 
was killed by the thunder-bolts of Jupiter whilst 
engaged against Thebes. 

Hipponous, the original name of Bellerophon, 
.because he first taught the art of governing 
horses with a bridle; but having killed Belle- 
rus, king of Corinth, he waa afterwards called 
BeUerophontes* 

V 0 I. /. 


A son of Priam wat likewise thus named ; as was 
a Grecian chief whn fell before Troy. 

HIPPOPODES, a people ofScythia, who had feet 
like a horse’s. 

HIPPOTADES, a name of Aeolus, as being de- 
scended from Hippotas. 

HIPPOTAS, grandfather of Aeolus, and father 
of Acesta or Segesta, mother of Aeolus by Ju- 
piter. See also Anmtrus. 

Hippotas, or Hippotes, a Trojan prince, who was 
transformed to a nver. 

HIPPOTHOE Of this name there were three . 
one, a Nereid ; the second, daughter of Pelias ; 
and the tliird, of Mestor and Lysidice, whom 
Neptune carried off to the Echinades, and by 
whom she had a son, Taphius. See Amply- 
trion. 

HIPPOTHOON, son of Neptune and Alope, the 
daughter of Cercyon, was exposed by his mo- 
ther, through the hope of secreting her amour 
with the god ; but Cercyon detecting it, put 

> her to death. It is said, that her lover changed 
her to a fountain, and caused the child to be 
fostered by mares ; whence he obtained his 
name. 

HIPPOTHOUS, son of Lethus, was killed by A- 

jax. Priam had also a son of this name, as 

had Aegyptus ; and one of the hunters of the 
Calydonian boar was likewise so called 

HIPPOTION, an ally of the Trojans, killed by 
Mcrion. 

HIRA. See Ceres. 

HIRCUS, OR HYRICUS, father of Orion. See 
Orton. 

HISBON, a chief under Turnus, killed by Pal- 
las. 

HISTORICAL AGE, most authors, ancient and 
modem, are agreed,that the Heroic, or Fabulous 
Age reached down from Ogyges to the re-es- 
tablishment of the Olympiads, when the histo- 
rical age commenced. Some make the histo- 
rical age commence with the return of the He- 
raclidae into Peloponnesus, fifty years after the 
destr uAion of T roy . 

HISTORIS, daughter of Tiresias, and sister pf 
Manto. See Galantbts, Tiresias. 

HOBAL, an idol of the ancient Arabians, sur- 
rounded with three hundred and sixty smaller 
idols, representing the divinities which were 
to be invoked as presiding over each day of the 

3 F 
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year. This idol was demolished by Mahomet 
after he had taken the city of Mecca. 

HODIUS, a priest and herald in the Trojan war, 
on the part of the Greeks. 

HOLOCAUST^ a kind of sacrifice wherein the 
whole offering was burnt or consumed by fire, 
nothing being left for the feast; called also in 
Scripture, The word is formed 

from the Greek. 

HOMER, who was not only the most ancient 
and most celebrated of the Greek poets, but 
the greatest prodigy of genius that has hither- 
to appeared, lived about one thousand years 
before the Christian era, and three hundred 
after the taking of Troy. Seven cities disput- 
ed the glory of his birth, Smyrna, Rhodes, 
Colophon, Salamis, Chios, Argos, and Athens ; 
however, the best founded opinion seems to 
be, that he was born at Smyrna or Chios.—— 
There is nothing very certain in relation to 
his life His mother’s name is said to have been 
Chritheis, and his master’s Phemius or Prone- 
pides, who taught polite literature and music 
at Smyrna Phemius charmed with the good 
condu(5t of the widow Chntheis, is said to have 
married her, and adopted her son After their 
death Homer inherited their substance, and the 
school of Phemius, in which he obtained uni- 
versal admiration ; but a Leucadian, the mas- 
ter of a trading vessel, happening to arrive at 
Smyrna, and being greatly pleased with Ho- 
mer, proposed his relinquishing the school, 
and accompanying him in his voyages. Homer, 
who had already begun his Iliad, embarked 
with him. It appears certain that he passed 
through all Greece, Asia Minor, Egypt, and 
several other countries In these voyages he 
became an excellent geographer, and inform- ! 
ed himself of the manners of different nations, 
and particularly of those of the Greeks, the 
Phrygians, and Egyptians. On his return he 
landed at Ithaca, where he was afflidted with 
a deiluxion in his eyes, when Mentes, his con- 
dudtor, left him with Mentor, one of the prin- 
cipal inhabitants of Ithaca, and returned to 
Leucadia, his native country. On his next 
voyage to Ithaca, having found Homer cured, 
they re-embraked together, and after visiting 
the coast of Peloponnesus, arrived at Colophon, 
where the poet, trom the total loss of his sight. 


obtained the fcumarae of Tbe Blind. This mis. 
fortune induced him to return to Smyrna, 
whence he went to Cumae, where he was re- 
ceived with so much joy, that he desired to be 
provided for from the public treasury; but 
this request being rejeAed, he proceeded to 
Phocaea, uttering the wish, •* That no poets 
might ever be bom at Cumae, to celebrate 
that town by their verses!” He afterwards 
wandered through several places, and stopping 
at Chios, married, and composed his Odyssey. 
Some time having elapsed, during which many 
verses were interspersed in his poems in ho- 
nour of the cities of Greece, and espefcially of 
Athens and Argos, he set forward to Samos, 
and there he spent the winter. From Samos 
his next excursion was to lo, one of the Spo- 
rades, with a design to continue his voyage to 
Athens, but falling sick he died there, about 
the nine hundred and twentieth year before 
the Christian era. On his works it would be 
a vain effort to attempt any eulogium. Ly- 
curgus, Solon, and the sovereigns of the Gre- 
cian states set such a value on them, that no 
pains were spared in collefting them correctly; 
the most esteemed, however, of their copies 
was, that of Aristarchus. Didynius was the 
first who wrote notes on Homer ; but Eustha- 
tius, archiushop of Thessalonica, is the most 
celebrated of his commentators Homer com- 
posed several other works besides the Iliad and 
Odyssey* there are still attributed to him the 
Batrachomyomachia, or Battle of the Frogs and 
Mice, thirty three hymns, and sixteen other 
pieces, the greater part epigrams; but the 
most probable opinion is, that none of Homer’s 
works are now extant besides the Iliad and 
Odyssey. This prince of poets was ranked 
among the demi-gods of antiquity, nor is it a 
wonder they should deify a bard whom they 
looked upon as inspired by heaven, and as a 
prophet and interpreter of the gods. Cicero 
says, he had temples at Smyrna, one of which is 
supposed to be extant, and the same which they 
shew for the temple of Janus ; since it agrees 
with Strabo’s description of the Homerian. 
There is a marble also in beMg, called, Tbe 
Apotheosis of Homer, the 4FOilt of Archelaus 
of Priene, and now in the palace of Colonna ; 
it exhibits a temple hung with its veil, where 
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Homer is placed on a seat with a foot^rtool to 
it, as he has described the seats of his gods, sup- 
ported on either side by figures representing 
the litad and Odyssey, the one charaAerized by 
a sword, the other by a ship, on each side of his 
foot-stool aie mice, in allusion to the Batracho- 
myomachia. behind, is Time waiting upon 
him, and a figure with turrets on its head, 
which sigaihes the world crowning him with 
laurel: before him is an altar, on which all 
the Arts are sacrificing to him as to their 
deity ; on one side of the altar stands a boy 
representing Mythology ; on the other a woman 
representing History; behind her is Poverty 
bringing the sacred fire; and in a long fol- 
lowing train. Tragedy, Comedy, Nature, Vir- 
tue, Memory, Rhetoric, and Wisdom, seve- 
rally in their proper attitudes. 

There were eight other Greek poets named Ho- 
mer, VIZ One of the seven called collectively 
The Pleiades, who wrote several tragedies, 
which have all perished , and seven of less note 

HOMOGYNUS: Under this title Jupiter was 
worshipped at Aegium, where he had a tem- 
ple. 

HOMOLIPPUS, son of Hercules and Xan- 
this. 

HOMOPHAGIA, sacrifices to Bacchus, in which 
human victims were offered; or so called from 
the eating of raw flesh, which his priests used 
to imitate . it was also customary for them to 
put serpents in their hair, and in all their be- 
haviour to counterfeit madness. 

HONOS, HONOUR, one of the Virtues deified 
by the ancient Greeks and Romans. Honour 
is often joined with Virtue; they had their 
temples bordering on each other, and some- 
times both were represented on one com or 
medal. Siliiis Italicus makes them compa- 
nions, in the glorious equipage which he gives 
to Virtue. 1 he head of Honoui is crowned 
with a laurel. Martial has adorned his Glory, 
(which is, indeed, but another name for the 
same person,) in the same manner. Virtue and 
Honour had a joint temple consecrated to them 
at Rome, near the gate Capena; afterwards, 
either divinity had separate temples, which 
were so placed, that no one could enter -the 
temple of Honour without passing through 
that cS Virtue: an expedient to remind the 
4 


Romans, that virtue is the only direCt path to 
true glory. Plutarch tells us that the Romans, 
contrary to their usual custom, sacrificed to 
Honour uncovered, perhaps to denote, that 
wherever honour is it wants no covering, but 
shews itself openly to the world. Marcellus in 
a battle he had fought with the Gauls near 
Clastidium, had made a vow to ereCl a temple 
to Honour and Virtue, to whose protection he 
thought himself indebted for the defeat and 
spoils of Viridomarus; but the Pontifices op. 
posed his design, alleging, that if this temple 
should be stricken with lightning, they could 
not determine which of the divinities to ap- 
pease. “ Honos,” says Mr. Spence, holds 
a spear in his right hand, and treads on a globe. 
He is called Honos on a medal too, where you 
see him joined with Virtus; and they perhaps 
generally made a male of this deity, and called 
him by the name of Honos rather than Gloria, 
because the latter was sometimes used in a bad 
sense, for Vain Glory, among them. The ar- 
tists give Honos a grave, steady look, per- 
haps on much the same account; for if his face 
were too much elevated or afl^Cted, he might 
seem too much like Vain Glory, and so cease 
to deserve a place in the rank of virtues, or the 
good moral beings.” 

HOPE, OR SPES. Had Hope escaped when the 
imprudent Epimetheus opened Pandora’s box, 
which let loose all the evils into our world, no 
resource had been left to man against the ca- 
lamities of life ; but as she alone remained in 
that fatal box, there is no wonder they made a 
divinity of her. This celestial gift or grace 
was accordingly deified by the Greeks and Ro- 
mans: she had a temple at Rome in the herb- 
market, another in the seventh region of the 
city, and a third near the banks of the Tiber : 
the first was stricken by lightning, and after- 
wards consumed by fire. W e often meet with 
Hope on ancient monuments, and very fre- 
quently upon medals. On the reverse of a me- 
dal of the emperor Claudius, she is dressed in 
a transparent robe, such as the Latins called 
mulMwm, from the fineness of the tissue : she 
holds up her train in her left hand, that it may 
not encumber her in her progress, for she is 
always drawn in a walking posture, it being as 
natural for Hope to prcM forward to her pro- 
3F2 
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per objedls, as for Fear to fly from them : she i appears frcnn hence that the old poets agree in 
has a flower or blossom in her right hand, which making them the attendants and servants 
is a proper ornament for Hope, flowers, in poe- of Sol, and it was for this purpose, I sup* 

tical language, being the hopes of the year. In pose, that there were some of them always sta* 

modern statues and paintings, her charafle* tioned with Janus, at the gates of heaven, to 

ristic is a golden anchor. Hope," says Mr. be in readiness there to accompany the chariot 

Spence, like the spring, is still promising of Sol, on his setting out to take his daily rounds 

something blooming and pleasing, after all of the earth." 

the gloominess and chillness of winter; she is HORAEA, sacrifices, according to Meursius, to 
therefore very well represented with a bud just the Horae, Hours, or Seasons, consisting of 

opening, in her hand. Had the flower been fruits, &c. ofl^red in spring, summer, autumn, 

fullblown It would have been too much for and winter, that Heaven might grant mild and 

this goddess to hold in her hand, and were the temperate weather, 

bud quite closed up, it would not be enough HORDATI A. See Hordtcalia. 
it is therefore only opening, like a morning HORDICALIA, a religious feast among the Ro* 
rose, that promises to display more of its beau- mans, in which they sacrificed cattle with 

ties gradually, as the sun gets higher anrd young. This festival was holden on the 15th 

higher " of April, and on that day thirty pregnant cows 

HOPLOSMIA, that is, completely armed ; a name vere offered to Tellus, Terra, or the Earth, 

of Juno at Elis, where she was worshipped. — part of which were sacrificed in the temple of 

Hence also Jupiter is called Hoplosmius. In Jupiter. The calves taken fiom their entrails 

the Olympic Games, in which the Eleans were were at first burnt to ashes by the Pontifices, 

judges, the Hoplotcs ran, and the Hoplomachi afterwards by the eldest ot the Vestal Virgins, 

iought in armour Alexander ab Alexandro stiles this feast Hor~ 

HOR A, HORTA, the same with JHbrii/w, which dalts dm, and from him some moderns have 
see. named it Hordalia, but Varro terms it Hordi- 

HORAE, THE HOURS, or rather SEASONS, calta, and Festus Hordicidta 
daughter of Jupiter and Themis, orofSoland HORDICIDIA. See Hordtcalia. 

Chronis, were three sisters. Dice, Eirene, and HORMIZDA. Scq Armantm. 

Eunomia. They were nurses to Venus, her HORTENSIS, a name of Venus, because she su* 
dressers, the perpetual companions of the perintends the produdlion of seeds and plants. 
Graces, and the harbingers of Apollo. They Festus tells us that the word Venus is by Nae- 

were born in the spring, had cheerful counte- rius used for herbs, as Ceres is for bread, and 

nances, and delighted in the beautiful orna- Neptune for fish. 

ments of the fields peculiar to that season . their HORUS, a name of Sol among the Egyptians.— 
progress was equable and gentle, and ever They represented his power by a sceptre, on 

brought something new and fresh in their the top of which was placed an eye, by which 

train. They presided over the gates of heaven, they meant to signify that the Sun sees every 

and could restrain or send forth clouds and thing, and that all things are seen by his 

rains at their pleasure. They were admirers means. 

of industry, and rewarded such as were diligent HOSPITALIS, an epithet of Jupiter, 
and studious. At Athens divine worship was HOSTIA, a viftim offered in sacrifice to any 
paid them ** The poets,” says Mr. Sjience, deity. The word is formed from bostis, an 

represent the Horae as dressed in fine-colour- enemy, it being the custom to offer one before 

ed or embroidered robes, and gliding on With they joined battle, to render the gods propi- 

a quick and easy motion, as you see them in tious , or, after the battle was over, to return 

Guido’s Aurora Ovid speaks of them as stand- them thanks. Some chuse to drive the word 

ing at equal distances about the throne of Sol . from bostio, i. e. ferio, 1 strUie. Isiodorus on 

Flaccus makes them attend that deity at his this word remarks, that the name Hostia was 

setting out, and Statius at his coming in : it given to those sacrifices which they offered be* 
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fore they marched to attack the enemy ; Ante 
quam, says he, ad bostem per^gerent, in contradis- 
tinAion to vtStms, which were properly those 
offered after the viaory. Ovid intimates that 
the Hostia might be slain by any priest, but 
the vi&m only by the hands of the viaor. Ac- 
cording to Fronton, vtStnia was a grand obla- 
tion, and Hostta a smaller, and less consider- 
able. 

HOSTILINA, one of the inferior rural deities — 
She was worshipped that the ears of the corn 
might grow even, and produce a crop propor- 
tionable to the seed. 

HUNGER, one of the numerous family of Nox 
and Erebus. 

HYACINTHIA, a Grecian festival observed at 
Amyclae, m Laconia, in the month Hccatoni- 
beon, in memory of the beautiful youth Hya- 
cinthus It continued three days, during the 
first of which they shewed all imaginable signs 
of grief foi the death of Hyacinth us upon the 
second and third days, various spectacles wei e 
exhibited, and hymns sung in honour of A- 
pollo. They likewise offered multitudes of 
victims, and gave magnificent entertainments 
to their friends The persons who assisted at 
the ceremony were crowned with ivy, because, 
says Vossius, Bacchus and Apollo were the 
same person. 

HYACINTHUS, son of Amyclas, king of Sparta, 
was beloved both by Apollo and Zephyrus. — 
The youth shewing most inclination for the 
former, Zephyrus became jealous, and, to be 
revenged, one day as Apollo was playing at 
discus or quoits with Hyacinthus, Zephyrus 
turned the direction of a quoit which Apollo 
had pitched, full upon the head of the unhappy 
youth, who fell dead in consequence of it To 
preserve his memory, the god from his blood 
raised the flower which bears his name ; though, 
according to some authors, the flower was only 
tinged with it, and from being white, became 
purple. In memory of Hyacinthus, was insti- 
tuted the festival called Hyacintbia. 

HYACINTHUS, a Dolian chieftain under Cy 
zicus, slain by the Argonaut Clytius, son of 
Eurytus, as related by Apollonius in his se- 
cond Argonautic. 

HYADES, the seven daughters of Atlas, by his 
wife Aethra, viz. Ambrosia, Endora, Pasithoe, 


Coronis, Plexaris, Pytho, and Tychc. They 
bore the common appellation of Hyades. These 
virgins bewailed so immoderately the death of 
their brother Hyas, who was devoured by a 
lion, that Jupiter, out of compassion, changed 
them into stars, and placed them in the head 
of Taurus, where they still retain their grief, 
their rising and setting being attended with ex- 
traordinary rains. 1 he Latins call them Su- 
culae, that is, nvine, because they seemed to 
delight in wet and dirty weather. Some make 
these Hyades daughters of Lycurgus, born in 
the isle of Naxos, and translated to the skies for 
their care in the education of Bacchus ; proba- 
bly because these showers are of great benefit 
in forwarding the vintage. 

HYAENAE See Mitbras. 

HYAGNIS, father of Marsyas, who was con- 
quered by Apollo, was, according to Plutarch, 
the inventor of the Phrygian flute and harmo- 
ny He IS supposed to have lived about one 
thousand five hundred yeais before the Chris- 
tian era. 

HYALE, one of the Nymphs of Diana. 

HYAS, son of Atlas, by Aethra, was devoured 
by a lion. From him it is generally supposed, 
that his sisters were called Hyades. 

HYBRIS, the reputed mothei of Pan, by Jupiter. 
See Pan 

HYBRISTICA, a solemn feast amongst the 
Greeks, with sacrifices and other ceremonies, 
at which either sex appeared in the dress of the 
other, to do honour to Venus in quality of a 
god, a goddess, or both. According to some 
accounts the Hybristica was celebrated at Ar- 
gos, upon the new moon of the month called 
by the Argives Hermeas, wherein the women 
being dressed like men, insulted their hus- 
bands, and treated them with every mark of 
inferiority, in memory of the Argian defence 
of their country, made by the females under 
the conduct of Telesilla, against Cleomcnes 
and Demaratus, at the head of the Spartan ar- 
my. Plutarch observes that the vrord Hybristica 
signifies iftfamy, and adds, that it well became 
the occasion, the women strutting in eloaks, 
while the men dangled in petticoats. 

HYDASPES, a chieftain mentioned in the Ae- 
neid, as killed by Sacrator. 

HYDRA, daughter of Scyllus. 
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Another female of the same name was daughter of 
Styx, by Pallas, or Piras. See Glaucus^ Styx. 

HYDRA. See Hercules. 

HYDROPHORIA, a solemnity held among the 
Athenians, in memory of those who perished 
in the deluge. Another festival of the same 
name was celebrated at Aegina, in honour of 
Apollo, in the month Delphinius. 

HYGIEA, OR HYGEI A, the goddess of Health, 
See Health. 

HYL ACTOR, one of the dogs of A6taeon. 

HYLAEUS, one of the Centaurs. 

HYLAS, son of Thiodamas, and favourite of 
Hercules. He was carried off* by the Nymphs, 
when drawing water at a fountain for Hercules. 
Some say, that going to the river Ascanius for 
a pitcher of water, and letting the pitcher fall, 
in stooping after it, he fell into the river and 
was drowned.-— —Apollonious says, that the 
Naiad Ephydatia fell in love with Hylas, and 
carried him to the bottom of the deeps. This 

happened in the Argonautic expedition. 

Hercules greatly lamented his death, and built 
a city in Mysia, to which he gave the name of 
the favourite youth. See Epbydatta. 

HYLLUS, son of Hercules, by the nymph Me- 
lita, daughter of the river Aegeus According 
to Ovid, who makes him son of Deianira, he, 
after his father's death, married lole. 

HYMEN, HYMENAEUS, the god of marriage, 
was, according to most authors, son of Bac- 
chus and Venus some say of Bacchus and Ari- 
adne ; others of Apollo and the Muse Calliope, 
or Clio. He is said to have been born in At- 
tica, where he made it his business to rescue 
virgins carried off by robbers, and to restore 
them to their parents. '■ La61antius and Luta- 
tius relate, that there was at Athens a young 
man of surpassing beauty, but poor, and of 
obscure birth, whose name was Hymenaeus * 
that he fell in love with a young female of A* 
thens, but, on account of the inferiority of his 
descent, not daring to disclose his passion, he 
contented himself with following her where- 
evcr she went. One day, as the Athenian la- 
dies were preparing to celebiate on the sea- 
shore the feast of Ceres, he, finding that kis 
mistress was to join them, disguised himself 
like a woman, and though unknown, by means 
of his beauty gained admission amragst them. 


In the mean time some fnrates having left 
their ship, came ashore, and surprised the 
whole procession. After travelling to some 
distance with their captives, and being over- ^ 
powered with fatigue, they sat down to rest on 
the shore. There, falling asleep, Hyme- 
naeus resumed his courage, and exhorted 
his companions to kill their ravishers; 
which, with his assistance, they according- 
ly did. Having provided for their safety 

till his return, he immediately proceeded to 
Athens, and promised the restoration of their 
females on condition he might be allowed to 
marry one of their party. His proposal was 
accepted, and he married his mistress. From 
this union so much happiness resulted, that the 
Athenians ever after invoked Hymenaeus at 
their nuptials, and celebrated festivals to his 
honour. At their marriages it was customaiy 
to sing a kind of hymn to the new divinity ; 
hence when Demea, m Terence, asked Aes- 
chines why he did not fetch home his wife, he 
replied : I would do it, but I wait for the 

music, and those who are to sing theHymenaeal.** 
New-married women offeied sacrifices to this 
deity. The god was represented of a fair com- 
plexion, crowned with amaricus, or sweet mar- 
joram, and sometimes with roses In one hand 
he carried a torch, because the bride was al- 
ways carried home by torch-light, and in the 
other a flame-coloured veil, representative of 
bridal or virgin-blushes. The Abbd la Pluche 
observes, that it was the constant custom of 
the Oriental nations to attend the bride-groom 
and bride on the wedding-day, with torches 
and lamps, crying Hu i Humeneh i Here he 
comes ! tins is the festival !” and that the fi- 
gure exhibited on this occasion in Egypt was 
that of a young man bearing a lamp or torch, 
placed near another figure, denoting the day of 
the month fixed for the ceremony. 

HYMN 1 A, a festival at Orchonienos and Man- 
tinea, in honour of Diana Hymn a. 

HYPENOR, a Trojan priest killed by Diome- 
des. 

HYPERBIUS, a son of Aegyptus. 

HYPERENOR, a priest of the Trojans, slain by 
Meiielaus. 

I lYI ERION, son of Coelus and Terra, married 
his sister Theia, who bore to him Helios, Se- 
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lene and Aurora ; but his brothers conspiring 
against him, caused him to be assassinated. — 
Mythologists say that Hyperion was an astro- 
nomer, who, from his discovering the motions 
of the celestial bodies, and particularly of the 
two great luminaries of heaven, was called the 
father of those planets. 

Priam is said to have had a son of the same name. 

HYPERMNESTRA, one of the Belides. or Da- 
naides, the fifty daughters of Danaus, king of 
Argos ' she was the eldest, and alone refused 
to obey the cruel injundtion of Danaus on his 
daughters, to murder their husbands on the 
first night of their marriage. Hypermnestra 
spared the life of Lynceus, after she had made 
him promise not to violate her chastity. Da- 
naus, enraged at her disobedience, closely 
confined her in prison, whence Lynceus at 
length delivered her. See Danatdes 

Thestius also had a daughter called Hypermnestra. 

HYPHILUS, the reputed father of Procris. Sec 
Proens. 

HYPIROCHUS, a Trojan, killed by Ulysses. 

HYPOTHOON, son of Neptune and Asope, hus- 
band of Meganira, and fkther of Albas. Hy- 
pothoon and Meganira kindly entertained Ce- 
res when the goddess was travelling in search of 
her daughter Proserpine. 

HYPSEA, the supposed mother of Absyrtes, by 
Aeetes, king of Colchis. 

HYPSEUS, a son of the river god Peneus. 

HYPSENOR, has the title of king in the Iliad, 
where he is killed by Idomeneus of Crete. 

Also one of the five companions of Cadmus, who 
survived the battle with the armed oflipring of 
the dragon’s teeth, «nd assisted Cadmus in the 
building of Thebes. 

HYPSIPYLE, daughter of Thoas, king of Lem- 
nos, saved her father’s life, when the women 
made a general massacre of the men in that 
, island- Hypsipyle concealed him with great 
care, sent him into Pontus, and pretended she 
had killed him ; upon which the women chose 
her for their queen. Some time after the Ar- 
gonauts landed in that island, and refreshed 
themselves in the arms of these widows, Hyp- 
sipyle chusing their chief for her companion, 
by whom she had the twin-brothers, Thous (so 


HYS 

called after his grandfather) and Euneus, who 
commanded the Lemnians at the siege of Troy; 
but Jason abandoned her, and continued his 
voyage. After his departure, the Lemnians, 
discovering that Hypsipyle had spared her fa- 
ther, drove her from their island, on which she 
retired to Peloponnesus. It was here that she 
nursed Archemorus, son of Lycurgus, whose 
dominions lay in the way by which the army 
of Adrastus passed to the war of Thebes ; 
and where, whilst she directed the Grecian 
leaders to a spring of fresh water, the young 
Archemorus was killed by a serpent. We are 
told by Apollodorus, that the Lemnian women 
resolved on this slaughter, not from hatred to 
the men, but for the preference given to their 
Thracian slaves, occasioned by the foetid ex- 
sudations with which Venus had punished the 
females of Lemnos , either fiom their negleft of 
sacrifices, or else because she had taken an a- 
version to that island from having been sur- 
prised in it with Mars Otliers assert that Me- 
dea, being jealous of Hypsipyle, cast certain 
drugs into the isle of Lemnos, which produced 
the disagreeable effeft on the ladies. It is add- 
ed, that during several ages this smell conti- 
nued on a certain day of the year, to such a 
degree, that neither their husbands nor chil- 
dren could approach them. In some verses of 
Statius, Hypsipyle represents the dismal con- 
dition of the Lemnians during the interregnum 
of love. 

HYRIEUS. See Jgamedes. 

HYRIE, a Nymph of Arcadia, so exceedingly 
lamented the loss of her son, (who had thrown 
himself from a rock) as to dissolve into the 
fountain called by her name. 

HYRNETHO, daughter of Temenus, king of 
Argos, and wife of Deiphon, son of Celeus, 
was honoured as a divinity by the Greeks. 
HYRTACIDES, Nisus son of Hyrtacus. 

HYRTACUS, a Trojan of Mount Ida, and father 
of Nisus. See Hippocoon. 

HYRTIUS, leader of the Mysians in support of 
Troy, was killed by Ajax. 

HY STERl A, a festival at Argos in Greece, in ho- 
nour of Venus. The name is derived from 'vt, a 
sow ; because sows were sacrificed to the goddess. 
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